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To 

THE  HONORABLE  SILAS  WOOD, 

LATE   REPRESENTATIVE   IN   THE   CONGRESS   OF   THE  UNITED 
STATES,   FR03I   LONG  ISLAND. 

Sir: 

The  idea  of  dedicating  tins  volume  to  you  was  co- 
existent with  the  resolution  to  enter  upon  the  compi- 
lation of  it ;  and  surely  to  no  individual  could  it  Ijc 
so  justly  or  appropriately  inscribed,  as  to  one,  to 
whose  talents,  information,  and  indeAitigable  indus- 
try, the  public  are  deeply  indebted  for  the  first  at- 
tempt to  perpetuate  the  civil  and  political  liistory  of 
Long  Island.  That  publication  has  received,  as  it  de- 
served, universal  approbation ;  and  it  is  tiierefore 
mucli  to  be  regretted  that  your  inclination  for  repose 
sliould  have  ])revented  you  from  preparing  a  new  and 
Cidarged  edition  of  the  ^-  Sketch  of  the  first  Scttlc/ncHt 
of  the  several  Toicns  upon  Loitg  IskuuL"'  in  Avhich  e\'enf 
the  present  compilation  would  not  have  been  under- 
taken. The  mateiials  of  your  work  have  been  so 
fully  incorporated  into  the  present,  as  to  give  it  a  par- 
ticular claim  to  your  favor. 

With  sentiments  of  esteem  and  respect,  I  remain,  Sir, 
Your  obL  Servant, 

BEXJ.  R  TI103IPS0X. 


Janziarij  I,  1S39. 


PREFACE. 


Ix  collecting  materials  for  the  History  of  Long  Is- 
land, the  compiler  has  sought  to  avail  himself  of  every 
source  of  authentic  and  valuable  hiformation  applica- 
ble to  his  design  of  making  the  work  both  interestiag 
and  useful.  How  far  these  endeavors  may  have  been 
successful,  must  be  submitted  to  the  deliberate  consi- 
deration of  the  reader.  In  justice  to  himself  he  can 
truly  say  he  has  aA'oided  no  reasonable  labor  or  ex- 
pense to  make  the  publication  worthy  the  approba- 
tion of  the  public,  although  he  has  fallen  far  short  of 
satisiyinir  himself,  or  of  accomplishing  all  that  he  had 
ant icipatrd  on  his  hrst  setting  out.  Ornament  of  style 
and  eloquence  of  description  have  not  been  among 
the  primary  objects  of  the  compiler;  his  principal  aim. 
liaA'ing  been  througiiout  to  present  a  brief,  yet  correct 
account  of  such  matters  in  relation  to  Long  Island,  as 
lie  conceived  best  worth  preserving,  and  most  likely 
to  prove  a  repository  of  valuable  historical  and  sta- 
tistical information.  He  is,  however,  constrained  to 
acknowledge  that  had  he,  in  the  commencement,  been 
able  to  realize  in  any  considerable  degree  the  labor 
and  responsibility  he  was  about  to  assume,  and  the 
obstacles  to  be  encountered  in  his  progress,  he  would 
have  been  most  ellectually  deterred  from  the  under- 
taking.    The  almost  entire  impracticability  of  de- 
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scribing,  with  any  degree  of  minuteness,  so  many 
towns,  villages,  and  other  localities,  without  incurring 
the  charge  of  tediousness  or  repetition,  is  one  of  tlic 
minor  diliiculties  ^vhich  the  compiler  has  endeavored 
as  much  as  possible  to  avoid.  Another  and  more 
formidable  embarrassment  presented  itself  in  the 
progress  of  his  researches,  which  was  in  great  mea- 
sure unexpected,  and  had  well  nigh  persuaded  him 
to  relinquish  his  furtlier  labor  after  a  considerable 
mass  of  materials  had  been  collected.  This  arose 
from  the  peculiar  condition  and  deficiency  of  the  re- 
cords of  many  of  the  twejity-one  towns  which  he  ex- 
amined. In  general  tliey  are  almost  entirely  wanting 
in  matters  of  antiquity,  and  in  others  have  been  so 
negligently  kept,  as  to  be  in  great  measure  incapable 
of  being  understood.  A  few  towns  are  comparative- 
ly of  recent  organization,  having  formerly  been  includ- 
ed in  the  territory  of  other  towns,  and  of  course  can 
possess  no  records  beyond  the  period  of  their  for- 
mation ;  which  is  the  fact  in  the  towns  of  North 
Hempstead  and  Riverlieiul.  lathe  town  of  Brooklvn 
there  are  no  remainhig  records  reaching  beyond  the 
revolution,  they  luuiag  been  carried  away  about  the 
close  of  the  war  by  some  evil-disposed  individual.  In 
all  the  other  towns  in  King's  County,  excepting 
Oravesend,  the  ancient  entries  are  imilormly  in  the 
Dutch  language  ;  and  this  practice  was  in  some  in- 
stances contiiiued  for  half  a  century  after  the  con- 
quest in  1()()4. 

The  hand-writing  in  many  cases  is  so  peculiar,  and 
so  much  defaced  by  thne  or  otherwise  injured,  as  to 
be  in  a  great  degree  unintelligible  ;  and  those  written 
in  the  Dutch  iangunge  more  particularly  so,  even  to 
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tliose  who  have  some  acquaintance  with  the  language, 
now  nearly  obsolete ;  and,  unless  immediate  measures 
are  adopted  in  those  towns  to  have  their  ancient  records 
transcribed  in  Englisli  Avhilc  any  one  can  be  found 
competent  to  the  task,  they  will  become  not  only  a 
sealed  book,  but,  so  far  as  utility  is  concerned,  a  mere 
blank;  and  the  compiler  cannot  but  consider  it  mat- 
ter of  very  sincere  regret  that  so  much  indifference 
should  prevail  regarding  the  preservation  of  these  ve- 
nerable records  of  antiquity.  When  it  is  remember- 
ed that  only  tvro  centuries  have  elapsed  since  this  fo.h* 
isle,  now  so  far  advanced  in  population  and  wealth, 
was  the  abode  of  a  race  of  men  scarcely  elevated  in 
the  scale  of  intelliixencc  above  the  Avild  beasts  with 
wliich  the  country  iit  that  period  aboimded,  it  cannot 
but  be  matter  of  some  i  ii[)ortance.  jis  ^vc\\  as  of  curio- 
sity, to  trace  the  progress  of  this  strange  eventful 
liistory,  to  mark  tiie  revolutions  of  time,  and  transmit 
its  more  important  details  to  posterity.  These  consi- 
derations ha\-e  been  among  the  leading  motives  for 
this  undertaking!^.  A  native  of  Long  Island  himself, 
and  descended  Irom  an  ancestry  coeval  ^vith  its  set- 
tlement by  Europeans,  the  compiler  has  been  stimu- 
lated with  the  Iiope  of  being  enabled  to  present  to  the 
attention  of  his  fellow-citizens  a  series  of  valuable 
and  interesting  facts  and  incidents  of  the  olden  times, 
lie  has  had  the  satisfaction,  durimr  the  period  devoted 
to  this  subject,  to  receive  from  the  kindness  of  indivi- 
duals many  valuable  conununications,  and  for  which 
he  begs  to  express  his  grateful  sense  of  obligation  for 
favors  thus  gratuitously  bestowed.  ]Iis  acknowledg- 
ments are  especially  due  to  the  lion.  James  Kent, 
Hon.  Richard  Hiker,  Jose[)h  ^V.  Moulton,  Esq.  William 
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Duiilap,  Esq.  Dr.  Samuel  Akerly,  and  John  L.  Law- 
rence; Esq.  of  New- York  ;  Hon.  Jeremiah  Johnson, 
Hon.  Gabriel  Furman,  and  Benjamin  J).  Silliman,  Esq, 
of  Brooklyn ;  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Strong  of  Flathusli  ; 
Hon.  Singleton  ■Mitchill  and  Robert  W.  Mott,  Esq.  of 
North  Hempstead ;  Hon.  Silas  Wood  of  Huntington  ; 
Dr.  James  E.  Dekay  and  John  Nelson  Lloyd,  Esq.  of 
Ovsterbay ;  Rev.  Jonathan  Hunting  and  Joseph  H. 
Goldsmith,  Esq.  of  Soutbold  ;  Rev.  John  D.  Gardiner 
and  Luther  D.  Cook,  Es(].  of  Sagg  Harbor;  Hon.  John 
A.  King  and  the  Rev.  William  L.  Johnson  of  Jamaica  ; 
Sehih  B.  Strong,  J^sq.  and  General  John  R.  Satterly 
of  Setauket.    From  the  lion.  Secretary  of  State,  and 
the  clerks  of  the  several  counties  and  towns  upon 
upon  Long  Island,  the  compiler  has  experienced  the 
utmost  courtesy :  all  of  whom  have  CA  inced  tlicir  readi- 
ness to  aflbrd  him  every  oj)portunity  of  examiniug  the 
records  and  documents  in  their  possession.    The  com- 
piler has  been  largely  indebted  to  the  contents  of  3Ir. 
Wood's  able  and  compreliensive     Sketch  of  the  Fkst 
Settlement  of  the  several  Towns  upoii  I_.ong  Island,*' 
the  most  of  wliicli  has  been  iticorporated  in  the  pa^es 
of  this  work.    Many  valuable  matters  have  also  been 
foimd  iu  3li.  Furmaus  ''Notes,  Geographical  and  His- 
torical, relating  to  the  Town  of  Brooklyn     and  in  the 
articl(\  Geology  of  Long  Island,  the  compiler  has  avail- 
ed himself  of  the  very  scientihc  and  laborious  reports 
of  :Mr.  Mather,  beini^  the  most  faithful  and  circumstan- 
tial account  ever  })ublished  in  relation  to  Long  Island, 
and  which  has  been  considered  of  too  much  impor- 
tance to  be  omitted  ov  abridged. 

In  this  compihition,  it  is  presumed  something  may 
be  found  interesting  to  all  classes  of  readers  ;  and  that 
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it  may  hereafter  he  referred  to  as  a  record  of  facts 
connected  with  the  first  settlement  of  the  comatry,  and 
with  our  colonial  and  revolutionary  history.  No  apo- 
logy, it  is  hopedj  can  he  thought  necessary  for  the  oc- 
casional introduction  of  the  names  of  individuals,  and 
a  few  family  details,  which  appeared  to  tiie  compiler  in 
some  measure  indispensahle  to  the  accomplishment 
of  his  ohject.  Short  hiographical  memoirs  of  some 
conspicuous  characters  have  been  introduced  in  con- 
nection with  impartial  narrative  ;  and  the  compiler 
laments  the  want  of  proper  materials  for  the  history 
of  others  whose  lives  and  actions  are  associated  with 
tlic  annals  of  our  island.  He  is  aware  tliat  nmch  im- 
portant matter  might  probably  hnYe  been  procured  in 
time  ;  but  this  is  incident  to  the  very  nature  of  History, 
whicli  is  made  up  of  isolated  facts  gleaned  from  an 
infinity  of  sources  ;  so  that  if  one  should  resolve  not 
to  publish  till  every  thing  was  to  be  collected,  his  la- 
bor would  never  have  an  end  ;  and  what  was  already 
obtained,  would  in  tljc  meantime  remain  useless  to 
others.  Those  (says  a  modern  autlior)  wlio  are  un- 
acquainted with  the  nature  of  such  an  undertaking, 
may  complain  that  we  should  publish  before  we  had 
filled  up  all  vacancies  in  our  documents,  and  hence 
been  able,  not  only  to  have  been  compkMely  full  upon 
every  head,  but  at  the  same  time  to  liave  given  a  more 
continuous  narrative  of  the  whole,  'j^iis  object,  could 
it  have  been  obtained.  Avould  liave  been  as  i^ratifyinix 
to  the  compiler  as  to  the  reader.  But  we  clu  assure 
all  such  as  are  disposed  to  censure  upon  this  score, 
that,  had  they  been  oldiged  to  turn  over,  compare,  ex- 
amine, and  collate,  as  many  volumes  and  defaced  re- 
cords as  the  com|)iier  has  done,  they  would  abandon 
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their  censiv.'e  by  the  time  they  had  well  entered  upon 
their  labors.  Works  of  this  character  will  always 
appear  premature,  as  least  to  their  author,  for  the  rea- 
son that  there  is  no  end  to  the  accumulation  of  ma- 
terials ;  and  out  of  the  mass  of  matter  presented,  he 
has  but  a  choice  of  selection,  and,  after  al],  must  neces- 
sarily reject  much  that  is  in  itself  truly  curious  and 
valuable. 

When  it  is  considered  that  there  are  sufficient  ma- 
terials in  tlie  history  of  an  individual  town  to  make  a 
respectable  sized  volume,  the  dilliculty  of  comprising 
any* tiling  like  a  complete  account  of  twenty-one 
towns,  with  much  other  important  matter,  in  a  single 
volume  of  five  or  six  hundred  pages,  will  be  perfectly 
apparent,  and  may  constitute  some  apology  for  the 
imperfection  of  this  worlc. 

Finally,  should  his  endeavors  to  be  useful  in  this  in- 
stance prove  in  any  considerable  degree  satisfactory 
to  tlie  comnmnity,  the  compiler  will  conceive  himself 
amply  rewarded  for  a  few  months  devoted  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  an  undertaking,  which  he  believes  to  be 
of  very  great  consequence  both  to  the  present  and  to 
fiitiue  generations. 

Ilempslcadi  {L.  I.)  Januanj  1,  1S39. 


HISTORY  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 


GENERAL  DESCRIPTION. 

Long  Island  may  be  described  as  the  south-easterly  portion 
of  the  State  of  New- York,  and  extendino-  from  about  40''  31* 
to  41^  10'  North  Latitude,  and  from  2°  5S'  to  5^  3'  East  Lon- 
gitude  from  AVashington  City  ;  being  in  length,  from  Fort 
Hamilton  at  the  Narrows  to  Montank  Point,  nearly  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  miles,  with  a  mean  range  North  90^  41'  F>ast. 
Its  breadth  from  the  Narrows,  as  far  east  as  the  Peconic  Bay, 
varies  from  twelve  to  twenty  miles  in  a  distance  of  ninety 
miles,  widening  m  a  space  of  forty  miles  from  Brooklyn,  and 
then  gradually  lessening  in  width  to  the  head  of  Peconic  J^ay. 
Tills  bay  is  an  irregular  sheet  of  water,  into  wiiich  the  Peconic 
Kivor  discharges  itself,  expanding  in  width  as  it  proceeds 
erxstwardly  from  Suffolk  Court  House,  and  separating  this  part 
of  Long  Island  into  two  distinct  branches, — tlie  northerly 
branch  terminating  at  Oyster  Pond  Point,  and  the  southerly 
branch  at  the  extremity  of  Montank  ;  the  latter  branch  being 
the  longest  of  the  two  by  about  twenty  miles. 

Long  Island  is  bounded  on  the  West  partly  by  the  Narrows, 
partly  by  New- York  Bay  and  the  East  River,  and  partly  by 
Long  Island  Sound  ;  on  the  North  by  the  Sound  ;  on  the  E:ist 
by  the  Sound  and  Gardiners  Bay;  and  on  the  South  by  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  together  with  the  islands  called  the  North  and 
South  Brother,  and  Ftiker's  Island  in  the  East  River;  Plumb 
Island,  Great  and  Little  Gull  Island,  Fisher's  Island,  and  Gar- 
diner's Island  in  the  Sound  ;  and  Shelter  Island,  and  Robin's 
Island  in  Peconic  Bay.    Probable  area  of  the  whole,  fifteen 
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hundred  square  miles,  or  nine  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
acres.  A  ridge  or  chain  of  hills,  n^ore  or  less  elevated,  com- 
mences at  NewT  Utrecht  in  King's  County,  and  extends,  with 
occasional  interruptions  and  depressions,  to  near  Oyster  Pond 
Point  in  the  County  of  Suffolk.  In  some  parts  this  ridge  or 
spine  (as  it  is  sometimes  called)  is  covered  by  forest,  and  in 
others  entirely  naked,  having  stones,  and  frequently  rocks  of 
considerable  size,  upon  their  very  summits,  presenting  to  the 
geologist  and  philosopher  a  curious  subject  of  inquiry  and  spe- 
culation. The  surface  of  the  island  north  of  the  ridge  is  in 
general  rough  and  broken,  excepting  some  of  the  necks  and 
points  that  stretch  into  the  Sound,  which  are,  for  the  most  part, 
level ;  while  the  surface  south  of  tlie  ridge  is  almost  a  perfect 
plain,  destitute  not  only  of  rocks,  but  even  of  stones  exceedins^ 
in  weioiit  a  few  ounces.  On  both  sides  of  the  island  are  nu- 
merous  streams,  discharging  their  contents  ir)to  bays  and  har- 
bors, affording  convenient  sites  for  various  manufacturing 
establishments  ;  while  the  bays  themselves  are  navigable  for 
vessels  of  considerable  size,  where  they  are  well  protected  from 
storms  and  heavy  winds.  On  the  south  side  of  tlie  island  is 
that  remarkable  feature  in  the  geography  of  the  country,  the 
g-reat  South  Bay,  extending  from  Hempstead  in  Queen's  Coun- 
ty, to  the  eastern  boundary  of  Brookliaven — a  distance  of  more 
than  seventy  miles  of  uninterrupted  inland  navigation.  It  is 
in  width  from  two  to  hve  miles,  and  communicating  with  the 
sea  by  a  few  openings  in  the  beach,  the  principal  of  which 
is  opposite  the  town  of  Islij),  called  I'ire  Island  Inlet,  and 
through  which  most  of  the  vessels  enter  the  bay.  In  this  bay 
are  very  extensive  tracts  of  salt  marsh,  and  islands  of  meadow, 
furnishing  an  immense  quantity  of  grass  annually  to  the  inha- 
bitants;  and  its  waters  are  e{[ually  prolific  of  almost  every 
variety  of  shell  and  scale  iish,  which  can  never  be  exhausted. 
Wild  fowl  of  many  kinds,  and  in  countless  numbers,  are  found 
here,  affording  a  pleasant  recreation  to  tlie  sportsman,  and  a 
source  of  profitable  en][)loyiiient  to  many  hundreds  of  indivi- 
duals, who  pursue  it  as  matter  of  eniolun>ent.  Indeed,  the 
country  generally,  as  well  as  the  markets  of  New-York  and 
Brooklyn,  are  mo^^^tiv  supplied  by  the  produce  of  this  bay,  and 
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is  a  mine  of  inexhaustible  wealth.  The  bony  fish  that  abound 
here  are  used  extensively  for  fertilizing  the  soil,  and  is  unsur- 
passed by  any  other  manure.  The  beach  which  separates  this 
bay  from  the  ocean,  is  composed  entirely  of  sand,  which  in 
many  places  is  drifted  by  the  winds  into  hills  of  the  most  {im- 
tastic  forms,  and  in  other  parts  is  low  and  flat,  scarcely  rising  a 
few  feet  above  the  level  of  the  ocean.  Yery  great  and  extra- 
ordinary changes  are  constantly  taking  place  on  this  beach, 
exposed,  as  it  is,  to  the  continual  action  of  the  winds  and  the 
heavy  waves  of  the  wide  and  boisterous  Atlantic.  While  in 
some  parts  much  of  the  beach  has  been  washed  away,  in 
others  large  accretions  of  alluvial  matter  have  been  made  ; 
and  at  the  same  time  the  sand  is  carried  onward  so  as  that  tiic 
guts  or  inlets  are  constantly  progressing  to  the  westward.  In 
some  instances  these  changes  have  been  so  rapid,  that  persons 
now  livins^  can  remember  wlien  some  of  these  inlets  were 
miles  farther  to  the  eastward  than  they  now  are.  Some 
})crsons  have  accounted  for  this  progressive  alteration  from 
what  they  suppose  to  be  the  indirect  effects  of  the  Gulf  Stream, 
which,  moving  in  immense  volume  with  a  velocity  of  five 
miles  the  hour  witliout  diminution  or  interruption  in  an  east- 
wardly  direction,  sweepiuH"  past  the  American  coast  from  the 
Gulf  of  .Mexico  to  Newfoundland,  causes  a  current  or  eddy 
upon  ifie  shore  in  an  opposite  direction  ;  and  its  materials  b/cing 
composed  of  loose  sand,  is  carried  onward  by  the  force  of  the 
current,  and  deposited  in  places  to  the  westward.  Tiie  ex- 
istence of  such  a  current  upon  the  southern  shore  of  Long 
Island  is  demonstrated  by  the  fact  of  ordinary  occurrence,  that 
goods  cast  into  the  sea  near  the  coast  will  soon  be  tbund  Heat- 
ing to  the  west,  without  the  agency  of  the  wind  or  other  cause, 
than  the  motion  of  tfie  water  in  that  direction.  In  the  winter  of 
ISl  l  and  1815,  the  bodies  of  those  who  were  drowned  in  the 
wreck  of  the  Britisli  Sloop  of  War,  Sylph,  as  well  as  parts  of  the 
vessel  and  cabin  furniture,  were  found,  in  a  surprisingly  short 
period  after,  along  ^^ic  beach  to  the  eastward,  even  as  far  as  Fire 
Island,  more  tiian  tifty  miles  from  the  place  where  the  accident 
occurred.  Thattlie  existence  of  this  current  not  being  exten- 
sively known  among  mariners  may  account  for  some  shipwrecks 
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upon  this  coast,  is  to  be  presnmedj  as  some  of  them  would  seem 
to  be  otherwise  unaccountable,  except  from  a  vvilfal  exposure 
of  property  and  life,  by  intentional  casting  of  vessels  upon 
the  coast.  The  southern  shore  of  tlie  island  is  everywhere 
inaccessible  to  vessels  of  a  large  class,  in  consequence  of  the 
flats  and  sand  bars  which  stretch  parallel  with,  and  at  a  short 
distance  from,  the  beach.  This  is  usually  denominated  the  bar, 
aud  in  some  places  there  are  two,  called  the  outer  and  the 
inner  bar. 

The  north,  or  vSound  shore  of  Long  Island  is  very  irregu- 
lar, being  influenced  in  shape  and  form  by  the  numerous  bays 
and  headlands,  and  is  fortified  against  the  wasting  effects  of  the 
waves  by  masses  of  stones  and  rocks,  projecting  in  some 
places  beyond  the  edge  of  the  cliffs ;  and  where  these  are  not 
found,  the  coast  has  evidently  been  worn  away  to  a  consider- 
able extent  by  the  sea  in  the  course  of  centuries.  Tlie  ridge  or 
spine  of  the  island  has  some  considerable  high  hills,  and  are 
seen  at  a  great  distance  at  sea,  serving  as  land-marks  to  the 
sailor  nearing  the  coast.  One  of  these,  called  Harbor  Hill  in 
the  town  of  North  Hempstead,  has  been  ascertained  to  be  319 
feet  above  tide  water  ;  and  another  in  the  West  Hills,  town  of 
Huntington,  339  feet  elevation  above  the  sea.  There  is,  how- 
ever, reason  to  believe  that  both  are  much  higher  than  has 
heretofore  been  supposed.  Long  Island  Sound,  a  Mediterra- 
neau  Sea,  separating  the  island  from  the  main  land  of  Connec- 
ticut, is  connected  with  the  ocean  at  each  end  of  the  island. 
The  Sound  proper  may  be  said  to  connnence  about  Throg's 
Point,  near  which  place  the  tides  by  Sandy  Hook  and  Montauk 
generally  meet  each  other.  The  course  of  the  Sound  is  about 
N.  E.  for  eighteen  miles  between  Stamrord  and  Lloyd's  Neck, 
ill  which  distance  the  shores  are  rugged  and  the  channel 
rocky,  interrupted  by  small  islands  and  projecting  points.  Be- 
yond Lloyd's  Neck,  the  Sound  opens  into  a  noble  elliptical 
expanse, from  ten  to  twenty  miles  wide;  presenting  a  fine  view 
of  gently  rising  hills  and  sloping  vallies,  forests  and  cultivated 
fields  beautifully  intermixed.  Tiie  water  of  the  Sound  is  in 
general  sutncient  for  vessels  of  the  greatest  draught,  and  free 
from  obstructions  to  its  navigation.    Its  length  is  about  one 
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hundred  and  fifty  miles,  reckoning  from  Sandy  Hook  to  Mon- 
taiik  ;  and  its  average  breadth  may  be  about  twelve  miles.  In 
some  places  it  is  more  than  twenty.  The  force  of  the  current 
between  Oyster  Pond  Point  and  Plumb  Island  is  very  great, 
bat  is  exceeded  by  that  called  the  Race  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Gull 
Islands,  which,  when  increased  by  a  north-east  storm,  is  tre- 
mendous. 

Proceeding  eastwardly  from  the  city  of  New- York,  the  East 
River,  as  it  is  generally  denominated,  has  a  tortuous  course  of 
sixteen  miles.  From  the  Battery  to  the  mouth  of  Harlaem 
River,  eight  miles,  the  course  is  N.  N.  E. ;  and  from  thence  to 
Throg's  Point,  east  nearly  eiglit  miles  more.  At  the  bend 
opposite  Harlaem  River  is  the  noted  pass  or  strait,  called  Hell 
Gate,  which  is  crooked  ;  and  from  the  numerous  roclcs,  islands, 
eddies,  and  currents,  is  somewhat  difficult  and  dangerous,  par- 
ticularly for  vessels  of  large  size  ;  and  many  serious  accidents 
liave  occurred  at  this  place.  The  danger,  however,  is  not  so 
great  as  used  to  be  supposed,  or  as  much  so  as  appears  from 
the  agitation  of  its  waters  at  half  tide  to  a  stranger  on  his  visit 
to  the  spot.  At  snch  times  the  water  forms,  by  its  course  among 
the  rocks,  noisy  whirlpools  of  terrific  aspect,  and  capable  of 
swallowing  up  or  dashing  in  pieces  the  largest  ships  exposed 
to  their  influence.  Besides  the  streams  which  empty  into  the 
8ound  from  the  shore  of  Long  Island,  there  are  several  considera- 
ble rivers  of  Connecticut  that  pour  their  contents  into  it  from  the 
north  ;  among  these  may  be  mentioned  the  Saiigatnc,  the  Hon- 
satonic,  the  Thames,  and  the  Connecticut.  The  opinion  has 
sometimes  been  advanced  that  the  bed  of  the  Sound  wiis  at 
some  remote  period  covered  by  the  waters  of  a  lake ;  and 
there  are  many  geological  facts  in  corroboration  of  the  opinion 
also  entertained,  that  the  shores  of  Long  Island  and  the  Island 
of  Manhattan  were  once  contiguous.  A  tradition  is  said  to 
have  prevailed  among  the  Indians  in  that  quarter  that  their 
ancestors  could  once  cross  from  one  side  to  the  other  upon  the 
rocks.  These  shores  strongly  resemble  each  other  in  their 
character  and  structure,  and  the  probability  of  their  former 
nnion  may  be  supposed  as  well  established  a«  ths  nature  of  the 
case  admits. 
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SOIL  AND  CLIxMATE. 


The  soil  of  Lodo;  Island  is  of  a  diversified  character,  and  it 
is  therefore  difficult  to  give  such  a  description  as  is  applicable 
to  any  considerable  part  of  it.  Like  the  surface,  it  possesses 
a  very  great  variety.  It  may  be  said,  in  general  terms,  of  the 
soil  upon  the  north  side,  the  surface  of  which  is  undulating, 
that  loam  prevails ;  that  upon  the  south  is  more  sand  than  loam  ; 
while  through  the  middle  of  the  island  it  is  composed  chiefly 
of  sand  or  gravel,  covered  by  a  thin  stratum  of  mould  formed 
by  the  decomposition  of  vegetable  matters  through  a  long  series 
of  years.  The  soil  upon  the  high  grounds  is  in  most  cases 
better  than  that  upon  the  plain.s,  yet  that  found  upon  the  Points 
or  Necks  on  both  sides  of  the  islnnd  are  better  than  any  other. 
The  great  Hempstead  plain  is  principally  composed  of  a  coarse 
black  sand,  but  possessing  enough  of  inherent  fertility  to  afford 
a  sufficiency  of  pasture  for  many  thousand  cattle  and  sheep  for 
more  than  half  the  year,  arid,  when  manured  with  ashes,  is  ren- 
dered quite  productive.  There  is  another  extensive  tract  lying 
eastward  from  the  Hempstead  plains,  and  reaching  to  the  head 
of  Peconic  Bay,  composed  so  entirely  of  sand  as  to  seem  in  a 
great  measure  incapable  of  any  profitable  cultivation  by  any 
process  at  present  known.  The  soil  of  King's  County  possesses 
a  greater  natural  fertility  than  aln^iost  any  upon  the  island,  ex- 
cept, perhaps,  some  parts  of  Newtown  and  Flushing.  And  the 
lands  upon  Great  Neck,  Little  Neck,  and  Cow  Neck,  are  also 
extremely  fertile,  and  valuable  for  agricultural  purposes.  The 
extensive  tracts  of  salt  meadow  and  marshes,  which  abound  in 
almost  every  part,  particularly  in  the  great  south  bay,  furnish 
an  immense  quantity  of  healthy  and  nutritious  food  for  large 
stocks  of  cattle,  horses,  c^g.  Tlie  shell  banks,  vvdiich  heretofore 
existed  upon  the  sites  of  ancient  Indian  villages,  have  been  used 
as  a  manure  with  advantage.  Upon  the  south  side  of  the  island, 
and  in  the  towns  of  Rivcrhead  and  Soutliold,  the  bony  fish  has 
for  several  years  past  been  the  main  article  relied  upon  for  fer- 
tihzine:  the  soil ;  and  tlie  quantity  of  hay  and  grain  which  has 
been  produced  by  it  from  a  single  acre,  is  extraordmary.  The 
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abundance  of  this  kind  of  fish,  Find  the  comparative  cheapness 
of  tfie  article,  will  probably  always  insure  its  use  in  those  parts 
of  t!ie  island  wliere  they  are  taken  with  the  greatest  facility 
and  in  the  greatest  quantity. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  farmers  of  Long  Island 
fiirnls'i  annually,  for  transportation  to  market,  a  snrplns  of  beet* 
pork,  hay,  and  grain,  a:nonnting  to  more  than  $150,000  in  va- 
lue; and  in  all  probability  the  produce  of  the  South  Bay  falls 
very  litile  short  of  that  sum.  Tlie  fire-wood  sent  annually  to 
other  places  from  the  bays  and  harbors  of  this  island  must 
liave  amounted  at  least  to  $60,000  for  the  last  forty  years.  The 
value  of  a  good  part  of  which  last  article  has  been  returned  in 
ashes  and  other  manure. 

Tlie  climate  of  Long  Island  depends  as  much  upon  its  insu- 
lar situation  as  upon  the  latitude  in  which  it  is  situate:!.  Tije 
inlluence  of  the  sea  renders  it  more  temperate  than  many  otlier 
places  ii.i  the  same  latitude  in  the  interior.  The  humidity  of 
our  atmosphere  and  its  variableness  of  temperature,  renders  it 
perhaps  less  conducive  to  health  and  longevity  than  if  it  were 
either  colder  or  warmer,  and  less  liable,  at  tlie  same  time,  to  great 
and  sudden  alterations.  In  the  summer,  and  generally  in  the 
afternoon,  the  island  is  almost  regularly  fanned  by  a  breeze 
from  the  ocean,  which  renders  it  a  desirable  place  of  residence 
at  that  enervating  season  of  the  year.  The  same  cause  nults 
the  snow  in  winter,  and  ot^en  before  it  reaches  the  yround. 
The  west  and  south-Vv'-est  winds  predominate  in  more  than  half 
the  months  of  the  year  ;  the  thermometer  seldom  falling  below 
zero  in  winter,  or  rising  above  ninety  degrees  in  summer;  the 
mean  temperature  being  about  fifty-one  degrees,  which  is  the 
ordinary  temperature  of  sprinirs  and  deep  wells. 

It  is  well  known  that  tlie  temperature  of  places  in  the  same 
latitude  is  modified  by  the  elevation  of  the  land,  the  state  of 
cultivation,  proximity  to  the  sea,  or  large  bodies  of  water  that 
do  not  freeze,  and  by  the  course  of  the  })revailing  winds.  The 
temperature  of  the  air  is  supposed  to  decrease  in  the  same  lati- 
tude one  degree  for  evTry  590  feet  of  elevation  above  the  level 
of  the  sea.    The  elevation  of  Mexico  being  7217  feet  above 
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the  sea,  iii  latitude  19^  IS',  reduces  the  temperature  to  that  of 
places  on  a  level  of  the  sea  in  latitude  33°  30'. 

Tiie  United  States  are  less  elevated  above  the  sea  than  Eu- 
rope, and  the  diiference  is  in  favor  of  a  milder  climate  wUh  us. 
The  climate  of  this  country  has  been  estimated  to  be  from  10  ] 
to  1.5  degrees  colder  than  the  corresponding  latitudes  in  Eu- 
rope.   From  the  description  of  the  climate  of  France  and  Italy 
Viy  the  Roman  writers  a  few  years  before  the  Christian  era, 
tiie  temperature  of  those  comUries  could  not  have  been  mate- 
rially ditierent  from  that  of  the  United  States  at  present.  Their 
rivers  were  frozen  solid,  and  the  earth  covered  with  snow  more 
or  less  of  the  winter.    Experience  shows  that  rivers  do  not 
congeal  with  any  degree  of  solidity  until  the  thermometer  is 
as  low  as  20,  and  in  the  United  States  in  the  latitude  of  Italy. 
The  tliermometer  at  present  is  seldom  below  20  more  than  a 
few  days  during  the  winter.    To  produce  the  etTects  described, 
must  have  required  quite  as  severe  frost  as  now  prevails  in  the 
same  latitude  in  the  United  States,  if  not  more  so  ;  and  the 
same  causes  which  have  produced  the  change  in  the  climate 
there,  will  have  t!ie  same  effect  here,  so  far  as  tfiey  are  common 
to  both  countries.    The  clearing  up  and  cultivating  tlie  coun- 
try is  the  uiost  powerful  cause  that  has  contributed  to  this  ef- 
fect, and  will  have  a  great  iniluence  in  meliorating  the  climate 
of  the  country.    The  trees  wliich  cover  an  uncultivated  coun- 
try, shield  it  from  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and  deprive  the  earth  of 
tlie  heat  derived  usually  from  that  source.    It  is  proved  by  ex- 
perinient  that  the  temperature  of  improved  land  is  ten  degrees 
greater  than  wood  land. 

Evaporation  and  rain  are  sources  of  cold,  and  are  more 
abundant  in  a  country  covered  with  timber;  more  moisture  is 
suppostid  to  evaporate  from  the  leaves  of  a  given  quantity  of 
green  timber  than  from  the  same  extent  of  water.  The  influ- 
ence of  these  causes  is  lessened  by  cultivation  ;  the  earth  be- 
comes warmer  and  drier,  and  the  temperature  of  the  air  is  in- 
creased. The  air  from  the  sea  has  also  a  powerful  etfect  on 
the  climate  ;  the  sea  being  S  or  10  degrees  warmer  in  winter 
and  colder  in  sunmier  than  the  earth,  and  in  proportion  as  the 
country  is  cleared,  the  air  from  the  sea  penetrates  further  into 
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the  country,  moderntes  the  heat  in  summer  and  the  cold  in 
winter  ;  and  operates  to  render  the  temperature  of  tlie  seasons 
niore  mild  and  uniform.  The  cUmate  is  also  affected  by  the 
course  of  the  winds.  Formerly  upon  Lons:  Island  the  north- 
west was  the  predominant  wind  in  the  winter  montlis,  and  the 
north-east  wind  generally  prevailed  in  the  sprinsT,  and  some- 
times in  the  fall ;  but  at  present,  as  before  observed,  the  west 
and  soqth-west  are  predominant  in  more  than  half  the  months 
in  the  year.  These  winds  either  come  from  the  sea,  or  blow 
over  a  country  less  cold  than  that  traversed  by  the  north-west 
and  north-east  w'inds,  and  of  course  more  mild  and  temperate. 

The  climate  here  is  evidently  unders^oing  a  change,  and  be- 
coming more  uniform  than  heretofore  ;  the  winters  arc  less 
severely  cold,  and  the  summers  not  so  scorching  hot. 

The  extreme  cold,  and  its  long  continuance  in  sonie  seasons 
at  ititervals  of  eight  or  ten  years,  is  probably  attvil)Utab]e  to  the 
eth'Ct  ot'  lars^e  bodies  of  floating  ice,  Vv^hich  is  Ibrined  at  the 
Pole,  and  being  detached  from  the  great  ULass,  is  brought  by 
tlie  prevaihng  currents  towards  our  coast,  tiiereby  disturbing 
the  ordinary  course  of  the  seasons,  and  making  the  air,  while 
]>  issing  our  latitude,  much  colder  and  of  longer  continuance 
lhaji  it  would  otherwise  bo. 

Tints,  iti  the  vear  IS  1(3  there  was  frost  upon  Long  Island  in 
every  month  of  tlie  year,  and  the  corn  was  killed  almost  uni- 
versally by  the  fifth  of  September.'  The  same  cause  occasioned 
the  cold  summers  of  1S36  and  1^37,  but  not  to  tlie  same  extent, 
the  floating  ice  being  less  extensive,  or  was  carried  by  the 
winds  further  from  tlie  shores. 

GEOLOGY  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 

Long  Island  does  not  present  as  much  variety  to  the  obser- 
vation of  the  philosopher  and  geologist  as  some  otlier  parts  of 
the  state  ;  yet  there  is  prohably  cnouixh  to  warrant  the  belief  of 
its  gradual  formation  by  natural  causes,  and  that  a  greater  part 
of  tlie  island,  if  not  the  whole,  has  been  reclaimed  from  the 
ocean. 

The  discoveries  made  in  excavating  the  earth  to  great  depths 
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in  various  places,  seem  to  have  left  this  point  no  longer  a  mat- 
ter of  uncertainty  or  doubt  with,  tliose  who  carefully  consider 
the  subject.  The  reasonings  and  conclusions  which  these 
surprising  developments  have  oiven  rise  to,  are,  to  the  scientific 
inquirer,  most  curious  and  interestin^r. 

It  is  abund<u)tly  den:ionstratcd  that  very  extensive  alterations 
have  taken  place,  and  are  still  in  progress  upon  the  shores,  and 
within  bays  and  harbors,  by  the  inro;ids  wdiich  the  sea  is  in- 
cessantly making  in  some  places,  and  the  large  accretions  to 
the  land  in  other  locations. 

The  more  extensive  and  extraordinary  piarine  encroach- 
ments have  been  and  are  now  in  continual  ojjcration  upon  the 
south  shore  of  tlie  island,  the  materials  of  which  it  is  gene- 
rally constructed  being  inca{)al)le  of  opposing  any  considerable 
barrier  to  the  violence  of  vv-inds  .ind  waves,  especially  during 
the  existence  of  heavy  storms,  drivinir,  with  inconceivable  force 
and  augnionted  enorixy,  against  the  soft  and  yielding  substance 
of  the  headlands  and  beaciies. 

Its  effects  and  ravag»;s  are  perceptible  to  the  most  common 
observation  from  one  end  of  the  island  to  the  other;  yet  pro- 
bably in  no  one  place  so  pal|)ab!c  as  about  Gravesend,  and 
particularly  in  tlie  neighborhood  of  Coney  Island.    John  Van 
Dyck,  Esq.  recollects  wln.'u  tiie  beach  at  Coney  Island  was 
composed  of  high  and  extciisive  sand-hills,  wliere  it  is  now  a 
flit  and  level  beach,  som-timL'S  covered  by  the  tides;  and 
he  has  cut  grass  upon  a  jvni  of  tht^  beach  wliich  is  now  at  a 
considerable  distance  in  the  sea.    At  other  places  where  the 
water  was  of  suflicient  dfpih  (()  llcat  vessels  of  50  tons,  it  is 
now  solid  ground.    .Mr.  Coiirt  Lalcf.  of  the  same  place,  acred 
79,  states  that  his  grand  tathcr,  ii!'0;it  1  10  years  ago,  cut  a  quan- 
tity of  cedar  posts  upon  a  part  ol  Coney  Island  which  is  now 
two  miles  in  the  ocean  ;  and  tiiai  lu;  has  liimsclf  cut  lire-wood 
at  a  place  now  a  mile  and  a  half  iroin  tlie  shore.    There  was 
also  a  liouse  upon  Pine  Island,  owned  by  one  Brown,  the  site 
of  which  is  now  a  great  way  ^tt  sea;  and  that  Plumb  Island 
was  once  covered  l)y  lino  tiiniu'r,  whcio  there  is  none  now,  the 
greatest  part  of  the  land  having  washed  away. 

Tiia  following  iatero.^ting  matter,  conlamed  in  the  learned 
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Keports  made  to  tlie  Lec^islature  by  W.  W.  Mather,  Esq.,  relat- 
ing: to  Long  Island,  is  of  too  much  consequence  to  be  omitted. 

The  coast  of  Long  Island  on  the  south  side,  from  Montauk 
Point  to  Nepeague  beach,  a  distance  of  about  10  miles,  is  con- 
stantly washing  away  by  the  action  of  tlie  heavy  surf  against 
the  base  of  the  cliffs,  protected  only  by  narrow  shingle  beaches 
of  a  few  yards  or  rods  in  width.    The  pebbles  and  boulders 
of  these  beaches  serve  as  a  partial  protection  to  the  cliffs  during 
ordinary  tides  in  calm  weather,  but  even  then,  by  the  bouldering 
action  of  the  surf  as  it  tun^bles  upon  the  shore,  they  are  continu- 
ally grinding  into  sand  and  finer  materials,  and  swept  far  away 
by  the  tidal  currents.    During  storms  and  high  tides  the  surf 
breaks  directly  against  the  base  of  the  cliil's,  and  as  they  are  form- 
ed only  of  loose  materials,  as  sand  and  clay  with  a  substiaiuiii 
of  boulders,  pebbles,  gravel,  and  loam,^  v/e  can  easily  appreciate 
ilie  destructive  agency  of  the  heavy  waves, rolling  in  unbroken 
from  the  broad  Atlantic.    The  destruction  of  land  from  this 
cause  is  less  than  one  would  be  led  to  suppose,  but  still  it  is 
cons;dera!)lc.    The  road  from  Nepeague  beacii  to  Montauk 
Point,  which  was  originally  at  some  distance  from  the  shore, 
has  disap()eared  in  several  places  by  the  falling  of  the  cliffs. 
There  are  no  data  l)y  which  to  estimate  the  inroads  of  the  sea 
on  this  coast,  as  this  part  of  the  island  is  held  in  common  by 
many  associated  individuals,  who  use  it  for  pasturage,  and  il 
is  inhabited  by  three  iierdsmen  only,  who  are  frequently 
changed,  and  wdio  live  several  miles  distant  Irom  each  other. 

From  Nepeague  beach  to  two  miles  west  of  Southampton, 
the  soutii  coast  of  Long  Island  is  protected  by  a  brond  and 
slightly  inclined  sand  beacli,  which  brealcs  the  force  of  the  surf 
as  it  rolls  in  from  the  ocean.  From  SoiUhaujpton,  westward, 
the  coast  of  the  island  is  protected  by  long  narrow  islands,  from 
one  mile  to  five  or  six  distant  from  the  main  island. 

Some  parts  of  the  north  shore  of  the  south  braiKJi  of  the 
island,  from  Montauk  Point  towards  S  agg  Harbor,  are  washing 
away,  but  not  so  rapidly  as  on  the  soutli  side  of  this  branch  of 
the  island. 

The  eastern  parts  of  Gardner's  and  Plum  Islands,  which  are 
composed  of  loose  materials,  are  washing  uway  in  consequence 
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of  the  very  strong^  tidal  currents,  and  the  lieavy  sea  rollino^  in 
upon  their  shores  from  the  open  ocean.  The  action  upon 
these  coasts  is  so  rapid  as  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  inha- 
bitants, and  calcuhitions  even  have  been  tnade  as  to  the  time 
that  will  probably  elapse  before  tiiey  will  have  disappeared. 
Rocks  (boulders),  that  have  formed  a  part  ot^  Plum  Island,  may 
now  be  observed  at  low  w^ater  a  mile  or  more  from  the  present 
shore. 

Little  Gull  Island,  on  which  a  light-house  is  located,  was 
disappearing  so  rapidly  a  few  years  since,  tliat  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  protect  it  from  the  farther  inroads  of  the  ocean  by 
encircling  it  with  a  strong  sea  wall. 

Oyster  Pond  Point  is  wearing  away  rapidly,  by  tfie  combined 
action  of  the  waves  during  heavy  north-e;ist  storms,  and  the 
strong  tidal  current,  wliich  tlows  wiiii  grtat  velocity  tln'ongh 
Plum  Gut.  A  small  redoubt,  about  oua  quarter  of  a  mile  w^est 
of  the  Point,  is  nearly  washed  away;  and  Mr.  Latham,  the 
owner  of  the  farm,  says,  that  several  rods  in  width  have  dis- 
appeared since  his  retnembrance.  During  the  heavy  storm' of 
the  12th  Oct.  1S36,  the  sea  made  a  clear  breach  over  about  one 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  Point,  washed  away 
all  the  light  materials,  and  cut  a  shallow  channel  through 
which  the  tide  now  llows.  I'he  ellbcts  of  this  storm  were  very 
marked  at  many  localities  on  tlie  north  shore.  The  cliffs  were 
undermined,  and  cruinbkd  or  slid  down,  exposing  the  geolo- 
gical structure,  and  presenting  biTtutiiul  coast  sections  ol'  the 
strata.  The  time  sul'sequt-nt  to  tiie  storm  until  the  winter  set 
in,  was  devoted  exclusively  to  nieaiidt-rijig  the  coast  on  the 
north  part  of  Suffolk  County,  in  ord(.'r  to  inspect  in  detail  the 
geological  structure  and  phenomena  of  the  alluvial  and  tertiary 
deposites. 

The  destroying  action  of  the  sea  ufion  the  lieadlands  and 
cliffs,  where  currents  and  a  heavy  snrt'  hi'at  against  the  coast, 
has  been  considered.  Another  ellVct  ot' tlie  sea  i<,  the  formation 
of  marine  alluvion.  It  results  from  the  deposition  of  tlte  mate- 
rials tn\nsj)orted  coast  wise  by  tidal  and  marine  currents,  and 
by  the  action  of  the  v/avt  s  in  the  direction  of  the  prevailing 
winds  and  stornis.    The  winds  which  produce  the  greatest 
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transport  of  alluvial  matter  on  the  coast  of  Long  Island,  are 
from  the  north-east,  diirhis;  the  heavy  north-east  stornis.  The^e 
storms  brint^  in  a  heavy  sea  from  the  ocean,  whicfi,  rolling  ob- 
liL|!iely  along  the  shore,  aided  by  tlie  powerful  tidal  currents, 
s-.veeps  the  alluvia  along  in  a  westerly  direction.  The  nortli- 
wcst  winds  are  nearly  as  powerful  as  the  north  east,  and  blow 
for  a  much  longer  period  in  the  year  ;  but  do  not  bring  an  ocean 
swell,  and  the  waves  which  they  raise  fall  upon  die  shore  in  a 
line  nearly  perpendicular  to  the  trend  of  the  coast ;  so  that  their 
clTect  is  to  grind  the  pebbles  and  gravel  to  sand  by  the  action 
of  the  surf,  ratiier  than  to  transport  them  coastwise.  In  this 
way,  outlets  of  small  bays  are  frequently  more  or  less  obstructed 
by  bars,  shoals,  and  spits,  formed  by  ihe  tidal  currents  sweepiiicr 
past  tlieir  mouths,  and  depositing  the  materials  in  the  cdd\' 
formed  by  the  meeting  of  tire  currents.  If  the  strongest  cur- 
runts  and  prevailing  winds  be  coincident  in  direction,  the  out- 
let (^ftlie  iiarbor  will  of  course  be  found  upon  the  leeward  side. 

Almost  every  bay,  inlet,  and  marsh  on  the  north  coast  of 
Long  IsiiinJ,  and  al.^o  on  l!ie  south  coast,  where  they  are  not 
|)iutected  from  the  sea  by  the  long  sandy  islands  which  have 
been  meniioncd  in  the  preceding  article,  have  their  outlets 
blocked  up  entirely  by  tlie  materials  deposited,  or  so  nearly  as 
lo  b.-ave  only  narrow  entrances.  Strong- currents  set  along-  the 
sii  )re,  and  these,  aided  by  the  oblique  action  of  the  surf,  roll  tlio 
pebbles  and  sand  up  the  beach,  which,  on  the  retiring  of  the 
waves,  are  swept  again  into  the  surt',  having  described  a  semi- 
circular hue,  and  perhaps  progressed  several  feet  by  the  action 
of  a  single  wave.  This  mode  of  transport  is  seen  almost  every- 
where on  these  coasts.  Tlie  cliiTs  are  undermined,  and  the 
coarser  parts  of  their  wrecks  are  thus  tumbled  along  from  place 
to  place  by  each  succeeding  storm.  The  particular  local 
elfects  of  sucli  causes  can  only  be  fully  nnderstood  by  visiting  tlie 
localities,  or  having  accurate  detailed  topographical  maps,  like 
those  now  in  progress  under  tlie  supervision  of  the  superinten- 
dent of  the  isational  Coa-^t  Survey.  It  is  hoped  that  those 
maps  of  Long  Island  will  be  publisiied  before  the  geological 
survey  of  the  State  of  New-York  shall  have  been  completed^ 
in  order  that  an  accurate,  detailed  map  of  this  part  of  the 


■  •  ■  '  ■  '  ,'  • 

_..-,  >■  ,  i.. 

■ '  ■  I  ■  _ 

J       ■  '  ■  • 


I 


24 


HISTORY  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 


State  may  be  formed,  so  as  to  illnstrate  the  numerous  important 
geological  details.  The  transporting  action  above  alluded  to, 
has  been  ttie  most  effective  agent  in  (he  formation  of  the  marine 
alluvians  of  Long  Island.  This  ishmd  has  been  composed  of 
one  principal,  and  several  small  detached  iskmds,  which  are  now 
connected  with  each  other  and  with  the  main  island.  The 
east  end  of  the  island,  from  j\h:)ntaMk  Point  to  Nepeague  beach, 
seems  to  have  been,  at  some  foraier  time,  two  separate  islands, 
which  have  since  been  connected  wiili  each  other  and  with 
the  main  island  by  the  westward  currents  sweeping  along  de- 
trital  matter,  derived  from  tlie  continual  destruction  of  clitfs  of 
loose  materials,  rsepeogue  l)eacii  is  five  miles  long,  a  great 
part  of  which  is  loose,  dnftiu'j:  sand,  enclosing  marshes  and 
salt  ponds.  This  beach  is  so  low  in  some  places  that  the 
tides  frequently  overllow  it.  The  skeleton  of  a  wfiale  is  said 
to  be  now  imbedded  in  these  sands.  At  Fort  Pond  Bay,  a  few 
miles  east  of  Nepeacrue  beach,  a  narrow  strip  of  shingle,  fre- 
quently overflowed  by  t})e  tides,  separates  the  Atlantic  from 
this  bay,  which  is  separated  from  ]^ong  Island  Sound  by  a 
beach  sometimes  open,  hut  often  Mocked  up  with  sand.  Great 
Ho^  Neck  and  Little  Flo::  Xeck,  near  Sagir  Harbor,  were  once 
islands,  which  have  been  unitcfl  by  a  sand  ai]d  shino^le  beach, 
and  the  latter  with  the  main  island.  Farrington  Neck,  a  few 
miles  west  of  these,  was  nn  island  which  is  now  united  with 
the  main  island  by  a  low  be^ich.  That  part  of  the  township  of 
Southold,  wliich  is  situated  on  the  main  island,  was  originally 
three  islands,  now  conm-cted  with  each  other  and  with  the 
main  island  by  beaches  and  marshes  of  alluvial  formation. 
The  effects  of  alluvial  action  can  be  distinctly  seen  on  the 
map  of  Oyster  Pond  Point.  It  shows  wliere  two  of  the 
isiatids,  winch  were  once  se[)aratcd  Irom  the  east  end  of  the 
north  branch  of  liOng  Island,  have  been  connected  by  a  beach 
and  sand  spit,  enclosiuir  a  larije  pond,  with  an  jullet  only  wide 
enough  for  a  mill  sluice.  A  tide  mill  is  constructed  at  this 
outlet. 

Those  long  points  of  alluvion,  called  sond  spits,  projecting 
from  the  land  m  the  line  of  the  eddy  currents,  and  formed  by 
them,  are  very  common,  and  are,  in  fact;  the  unfmished  teaches 
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v.-hich  will  eventiiall}^  obstruct  the  outlet  of  harbors  and  bay?, 
niid  coimect  islands  with  each  other.  An  interesting  alluvial 
formation  is  now  in  progress  on  the  north  and  north-west 
sides  of  Lloyd  s  Neck,  in  Huntington,  and  formed  entirely  by 
iht''  deposite  of  the  coarse  delritai  matter  swept  along  by  the 
current  trom  the  destruction  of  tlie  high  clitfs  in  the  vicinity. 
This  deposite  is  about  one  quarter  of  a  mile  broad,  partly 
marsh  and  salt  pond,  protected  by  a  iiigh  bank  of  shingle 
piled  up  and  continued  westward,  so  that  the  present  outlet 
of  the  pond  is  half  a  mile  further  west  than  it  was  within  a 
recent  period  ;  the  shinirle  having  been  continually  swept 
westward,  while  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tide  through  the 
narrow^  channel  keeps  its  outlet  open. 

The  ponds  and  small  bays  on  the  soutli  side  of  Long-  L^land, 
in  the  townships  of  South  and  East  Hampton,  frequently  have 
iheir  outlets  closed  by  beaches  formed  by  the  detrital  matter 
s  .vept  co:\stwise  by  the  tidal  currents  and  the  waves.  The  long 
sandy  islands  on  the  south  coast  of  Long  Island,  which  protect 
it  frotri  t!ie  heavy  waves  of  the  Atlantic,  are  doubtless  formed 
by  the  satne  cause.  Long  lleacli  is  a  sand-spit,  extending  from 
Hju  s  Point,  near  Oyster  Pond  Point,  westward  four  and  one- 
f)urih  miles  ;  and  has  been  formed  by  the  detritus  swep)t  coast- 
wise^, and  deposited  in  the  eddy  currents.  This  beach  gives 
s.'dety  to  Oyster  Pond's  harbor,  by  serving  as  a  natural  break- 
water. Two  sand-spits  were  observed  in  Cold  Spring  harbor, 
resulting  from  causes  similar  to  those  above  detailed. 

The  headlands  and  clitfs  on  this  part  of  the  island  are  con- 
tinually wearino;  away  by  tlie  action  of  the  sea;  and  the  mate- 
rials of  which  they  are  composed,  consisting  principally  of  clay, 
sand,  gravel,  and  pebbles,  are  transported  by  tidal  currents, 
and  deposited  in  other  places.  The  tidal  currents,  in  sweeping 
along  the  headlands  and  clhls,  undermine  them,  and,  transport- 
ing the  materials  from  which  they  are  composed,  form  shoals, 
block  up  the  mouths  of  small  inlets  and  creeks,  so  as  to  form 
fresh-water  ponds,  by  preventing  the  ingress  of  salt  water, 
throw  up  sand  beaches  in  front  of  marshes,  form  sand-spits 
across  the  mouths  of  liarbors;  and  connect  islands  with  each 
other  and  the  main  land. 
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Iliuitirigtoil  Iiar^!or,  certainly  OTie  of  the  best  on  the  island, 
is  of  alhivial  ori;;in.  By  reference  to  the  mop  of  Long  Island 
it  will  be  seen  that  tliis  harbor  is  formed  by  two  necks  of  land, 
Lloyd's  Neck  on  the  west  and  north-west,  and  Eaton  s  Neck 
on  the  east  and  north-east.  Llo^^Vs  Xcckj  which  was  orifzii^'^hy 
an  island,  has  been  connected  with  the  main  island  by  a  low 
sand  beachj  now  oversowed  at  high  water.  Eaton's  Neck  vras 
formerly  a  cluster  of  four  islands,  wliich  have  in  some  way 
been  connected  with  each  other  and  w.ith  the  main  island.  A 
sand-spit,  one  and  onc-foiirtli  miie  in  length,  and  from  ten  to 
twenty  rods  in  width,  makes  out  into  the  harbor  from  the 
south-west  part  of  Eaton's  Nock,  and  adds  much  to  its  safety  : 
as  also  a  sinnlar  one  from  the  sonlh-ca>t  part  of  Lloyd  s  Neck. 

There  is  abundant  evidence  ihni  this  Harbor,  and  the  safe- 
ty of  the  smaller  ones  in  the  vicniity,  are  the  result  of  alluvial 
action.  The  materials  composinir  the  sand-beaches  and  spits 
vvdiich  I  lin.ve  mentioned,  are  precisely  like  those  now  thrown 
up  by  the  action  of  the  surf;  they  consist  of  pebbles,  gravel, 
and  fme  siliceous  sand,  interspersed  with  water-worn  shells 
belonging  to  genera  and  species  now  living  on  the  coast;  and 
they  are  destitute  of  bonlrh-rs,  which  characterise  all  those  lovv' 
places  formed  by  the  dugradation  of  the  superincumbent  ma- 
terials. 

The  beach,  connec^tin^r,  Ikiton's  Neck  with  the  main  island, 
is  three  and  a  half  miles  in  leu'jtli,  and  ten  to  thirty  rods  in 
width.  Mr.  Ciardrier.  win;  kvi-y'S  the  light'-  on  Eaton's  Neck, 
informed  me,  tliat  some  years  since,  a  vessel,  during  a  violent 
storm,  having  been  driven  up->n  this  beach,  and  an  excavation 
made  to  get  her  olT,  marsh  mud  w;\s  found  beneath  the  sand 
near  tide  water  level,  precisely  lik';  that  in  a  small  marsh  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  bead),  clearly  indicating  the  manner  of 
formation  at  ihuX  place. 

.  On  tlic  nortli-west  part  of  Eaton's  Neck,  a  sand-beach,  one- 
half  or  three-thurths  of  a  miie  in  lomrth,  has  been  thrown  up  in 
front  of  a  niarsh  containing-  several  acres.  It  has  formed  ra})id- 
]y  since  the  remembrnnce  of  31r.  (hu-dner,  who  says  he  lias 
seen  sloops,  l>a  I  d  with  wood,  lloat  in  places  now  some  feet 
above  tide  watvr  level. 
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The  lonix  stretch  of  beach  conncctinsf  Eaton's  Neck  with 
vi.t'  main  ishiiid,  is  coutiiiued  three-fourths  of  a  mile  eastward, 
.-'.riJ  is,  a  part  of  the  way,  formed  in  front  of  cliffs  which  it  pro- 
locts  from  the  farther  encroachment  of  the  sea,  and  the  remain- 
I'liT  distance,  before  a  small  pond  skirted  with  marsh,  which 
f-irniorly  connnnnicated  with  tiie  sea  by  means  of  a  creek,  now 
iVAvd  with  alluvial  sand, 

A  sand-beach,  one-fourth  of  a  mile  in  length,  has  been  form- 
ed betvvei^a  Long  Island  Sound  and  Crab  Meadows,  through 
which  a  creek,  enterino*  obliquely  from  the  north-west,  passes  in 
a  serpentine  direction  throu^li  the  marsh.  By  the  action  of  vio- 
lent winds,  the  finer  particles  of  sand  are  formed  into  hillocks, 
v/hich  are  very  slov/lv  m.ovins^  inland.  ^ 

At  Fres'i  Pond  Creek  is  a  similar  sand-beach.  The  small 
pond  at  that  place  communicates  with  tiie  sea  by  means  of  a 
i»:na!i  creek,  which  is  often  tilled  by  alluvial  sands,  so  as  to  pre- 
Vfiii  the  ijiirress  of  the  salt  water.  'I'lic  ol)Structiun  has  some- 
times bjvn  removed  by  dii:^in:r,  and  at  otliers,  the  Vv'ater,  ris- 
inj:  in  the  j'ond,  bn.rsls  its  barrier,  and  tinds  its  way  to  the 
ocean.  rcmin'niL,r  every  obstacle,  and  making  the  channel  deep- 
er even  than  before. 

At  Sunken  .AL'adows  is  a  sand-beach  one-haU"  mile  in  lemrth, 
ihr^juirh  u'hicli  a  creek  enters  obliipiely  trom  the  nortli-cast. 
^Ir.  Abraham  Smith  says  that  this  beacli  luis  extend-jd  thirty 
rods  ni  an  easterly  direction  since' his  remembrance. 

Oil  the  north  part  of  Crane's  Neck  is  ashina'le  beacli,  about 
a  mile  in  lencfth,  betv/cen  T^iax  Pond  and  the  S'>nnd.  The 
pond  is  skirted  with  marsh,  and  communicates  wiih  liie  sea  by 
an  opening  called  Flax  Pond  Gut.  Tiie  tidal  current  is  so 
strong  on  this  part  of  the  coast,  that  tlie  liner  materials  have 
been  carried  onwards  ;  while  the  coarser,  consisting-  of  pebbles, 
varying  in  size  from  a  marble  to  two  or  three  inches  in  diame- 
ter, have  been  left  to  form  this  beach,  A  lari^e  propcrtionof 
the  fmer  materials  appear  to  have  been  swej)t  to  the  south-west 
part  of  the  neck,  where,  havinii:  ht-en  deposited,  they  form  shoals, 
and  a  long  sand-beach  between  the  sea  and  a  marsh  of  several 
acres  in  extent. 

l>y  the  action  of  water  on  the  headlands,  sand---p!ts  have 
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been  formed  across  the  mouths  of  Old  Man's,  Drown  Meadow, 
Setaukfitj  Siony  Brook,  and  Smithtown  harbors.  They  are  ren- 
dered safer  by  these  alluvial  deposites,  but  they  afford  shelter  only 
to  vessels  of  small  burthen,  on  account  of  sand-bars,  which  ex- 
tend from  the  extreme  points  of  the  sand-spits  across  their  en- 
trances, which,  I  am  informed,  in  some  instances,  are  moving; 
westward. 

Land-.'^Ildcs,  on  a  small  scale,  are  a  very  common  occurrence 
on  the  north  coast  of  Long  Island.  Tliey  are  in  some  places 
caused  by  the  sea  undermininii-  the  clitTs,  so  that  the  super- 
incumbent masses  crack  off  at  a  short  distance  from  their 
ed^es,  and  slide  down  to  a  lower  level,  carrying  with  them 
trees  and  shrubs,  and  sometimus  \nihout  even  chanoijig  tlieir 
relative  position.  ^Vhere  the  clilis  are  high,  tliey  present  the 
appearance  of  steps,  in  consG(|ucrice  of  the  successive  slides.  A 
great  number  of  examples  of  these  slides  may  be  seen  a  httle 
west  of  Petty's  Bight,  between  Hudson's  and  Roanoke  Points, 
and  between  Eastbrook  and  Svvczey's  landing.  One  of  the 
most  remarkable  slides  is  at  Fresh  Pond  Creek.  The  land  hav- 
ino-  thus  slidden  down  within  the  reach  of  the  surf,  is  carried 
away  at  high  tides  and  during  storms,  thus  allowing  new 
slides  to  take  place  in  succession. 

Sand-dunes  are  low  hills  of  loose  sand,  which  have  been 
piled  up  by  the  wind  likx'  drilling  snow  heaps,  and,  like  them, 
are  frequently  chan^^ing  ih.uir  m:in;nituv*e  and  position  ;  so  that, 
in  some  places,  productive  la?ids  are  buried  by  the  moviiig  ma- 
terials, while  in  others  they  are  uncovered  by  their  removal. 
An  instance  was  mentioned  to  me  of  land  in  Southampton  hav- 
ino-  been  inundated  by  sand,  ;u]d  after  a  lapse  of  about  tifty 
years,  it  was  uncovered  by  its  drifiin::  oif.  On  sea-coasts,  and  in 
some  other  places  in  the  interior  of  a  country,  the  atmosphere 
is  often  clouded  during  high  winds  with  the  lighter  particles 
of  driftin!;r  sand,  while  the  heavier  are  rolled  along  on  the  sur- 
face. Every  ol  stacle  which  creates  an  eddy  current  in  the 
wind,  as  a  rock,  ft;nce,  bush  or  tree,  causes  a  deposite  of  sand, 
which  often  serves  as  a  nucleus  of  a  hillock.  The  sand-banks, 
when  first  formed,  present  almost  as  much  variety  of  outline 
and  form  as  snow-drifts  after  a  snow-storm.    Examples  were 
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observed  on  the  north  shore  of  Long  Island  during  the  heavy 
winds  of  October,  where  heaps  of  drift  sand,  two  or  tlnee  feet 
deep,  were  formed  in  a  few  hours  behind  boulders  and  blocks 
of  rock,  which  created  eddy  currents  in  the  wind.  Sand- 
banks, several  feet  deep,  were  observed  in  some  of  the  ra- 
vines next  the  beach,  tfiat  had  been  formed  between  the  lime 
of  the  storm  of  the  12ch,  and  the  time  observed  on  the  17th  of 
October.  A  small  pond  near  Horton's  Point  has  been  convert- 
ed into  a  meadow  by  the  drifting  sand  iilling  it  up,  within  the 
remembrance  of  Mr.  Horton  of  Southold. 

The  sand-dunes  along  the  sliore  are  so  prominent  as  to  mark 
the  line  of  coast  in  many  places,  when  seen  at  the  distance  of 
several  miles,  presentiiig  a  very  broken,  undulating  or  serrat- 
ed outline  of  white  hillocks,  from  t&n  to  forty  feet  high.  On 
almost  all  the  beaches  are  hillocks  of  drift  sand,  and  m  many 
p!ace:j  the  liis^h  bluffs  on  the  north  coast  are  capped  with  tliem. 
Jacob's  Hiil,  north-west  of  I\]attituck,  was  once  much  liialkir 
than  Coopers  llill  east  of  it  ;  but  the  sand  has  blown  oil',  so 
that  it  is  now  mucii  lower  at  the  former  place.  Some  arable 
land  has  heen  covered  over,  and  red  cedar  trees  have  been 
buried  by  the  drift  sand.  The  grounds  occupied  by  the  dunes  are 
excet'dnif^ly  irregular  in  form  ;  in  some  places  covered  with 
small  round-backed  fulls,  with  deep,  irregular  or  bowl-shapod 
valleys,  formed  by  the  wind  scooping  the  sand  out  where  it  is 
not  coiifmed  by  the  roots  of  the  scanty  vegetation  that  gains  a 
footljold  in  some  places. 

The  south  shore  of  Long  Island,  from  Nepcague  Beach  to 
Southampton,  is  skirted  with  a  line  of  sand-hills,  |)resenting  a  very 
irreo-ular,  broken  appearance  in  the  distance.  Nepeairue  lieach 
is  covered  for  a  considerable  breadth  with  loose,  drifting  sands, 
forming  small  hillocks  of  almost  every  variety  of  shape.  The 
&oulh  Beach  oi'Lon^  Island  is  almost  entirely  a  line  of  hil- 
locks, and  is  composed  of  a  chain  of  long  narrow  islands  of 
land,  from  one  to  six  nules  from  the  main  land. 

Three  kinds  of  sand  are  tbund  on  Long  Island,  viz. :  siliceous 
sand,  garnet  sand,  and  iron  sand.  These  sands  are  mixed 
with  each  other  in  variable  proportions.  They  result,  as  has 
before  been  remarked,  from  the  degradation  of  land,  the  disin- 
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tegration  of  boulders,  and  tJie  grinding  up  of  pebbles  by  the 
action  of  the  surf. 

The  siliceous  sand  is  found  everywhere  along  the  coast,  and 
constitutes  most  of  the  soil  of  the  ishmd.  In  some  locahties 
it  contains  grains  of  red  and  yellow  feldspar  ;  in  others,  grains 
of  black  hornblende.  Much  of  it  is  of  good  quality  for  the 
manufacture  of  common  glass,  for  sawing  marble,  and  for 
making  mortar. 

lied  garnet  s^md  is  not  uncommon  on  the  shore.  In  some 
operations  this  sand  may  perhaps  be  used  as  a  substitute  for 
emery. 

MaGfnetic  iron  sand  is  found  in  small  quantities  along  the 
whole  coast  of  Long  Island  wlicre  the  surf  beats  on  the  shore. 
■It  is  so  abundant  in  some  localities  after  storms,  that  perhaps 
it  may  be  collected  fur  blotting  sand  and  for  iron  ore.  Layers 
of  it,  two  or  three  inches  thick,  were  seen  in  many  places. 

Garnet  and  iron  sands  both  occur  more  abundantly  after 
storms;  and  the  reason  is,  that  the  surf,  as  it  rolls  upon  the 
beach,  carries  the  various  kinds  of  sand  along  with  it,  and  dur- 
ino;  the  reflux  of  the  wave  the  water  washes  back  the  li2:hter 
grains,  leaving  the  heavy  sands  behind.  Each  wave  repeats 
this  process,  and  the  garnet  and  iron  sands  thus  accumulate  in 
layers.  The  same  principle  is  aj)i)lied  in  the  artificial  separa- 
tion of  metals  and  ores  from  sand  and  pulverized  rocks  in 
metallurgic  operations. 

Salt  marshes  are  very  extensive  on  {lie  coast  of  Long  Island, 
and  they  are  of  much  value  for  mcaditw  lands.  These  alluvions 
result  from  a  combination  of  several  causes.  Tiie  first  step  in 
their  formation  is,  the  deposite  of  a  sand  or  a  shingle  beach,  by 
marine  currents  sweeping  along  diirital  matter,  and  depositing 
it  in  the  eddy  currents  in  front  of  shallow  bays  and  re-enter- 
ins^s  of  the  coast,  so  as  to  shelter  the.se  spaces  from  the  action 
of  the  surf  if  they  were  before  exposed  to  it ;  they  are  also 
made  shallower  by  the  sand  and  silt  carried  in  by  the  tide, 
the  deposites  from  the  surface  waters  of  the  adjacent  country, 
and  by  sand  drifted  from  the  beach.  Not  only  niarine  animals 
and  plants,  by  their  growth  and  decay,  add  new  matter  to  the 
gradually  shoaling  pond  or  bay  ;  but  the  accumulation  of  drifted 
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S'M-weed,  trees,  dec,  serve  to  increase  the  alluvion  at  every 
successive  storm.  Tliese  various  causes  combined,  gradually 
shoal  the  water  with  alluvial  depositions,  unlii  marsh  grass 
fuially  takes  root  upon  the  surface.  In  the  formation  of  these 
marine  alluvions,  vegetable  remains  far  exceed  the  other  mate- 
rials in  volume,  so  that  an  imperfect  marine  peat  results.  Tlie 
marme  peat  observed  in  most  localities  is  of  inferior  quality  : 
it  is  light  and  spongy,  containing  undecomposed  vegetable 
matter. 

iSand-stones^  conglomerates  and  brown  iron  ore,  are  conti- 
nually formino;,  in  small  quantities,  in  several  localities,  by  the 
action  of  mineral  springs,  and  by  the  decomposition  of  pyrites. 
At  Broad  Meadow  Point,  called  also  Iron  Point,  two  or  three 
miles  east  of  Riverhead  in  Suffolk  County,  tliis  recent  sarid  - 
stone  may  be  seen,  at  low  water,  m  thick,  solid  masses.  It  may 
also  be  seen  in  the  sand  cliffs  between  Roanoke  Point  and 
Mattittick  Inlet. 

Ni>dular  masses  of  iron  pyrites  are  not  uncommon  in  the 
p-bble  bods  of  Suffolk  County,  and  by  their  decomposition^ 
form  brown  oxide  of  iron  or  haematite,  enveloping  the  adjacent 
snl)stance^:  winch  serve  as  nuclei.  When  nodules  of  clay,  or 
d*TO!n{)o^al)le  stofics  arc  thus  enveloped,  geodes  of  brown  hae- 
UKiito  are  the  result.  These  are  abundant  at  the  high  cliif  on 
tlh'  north- east  side  of  Lloyd's  Neck,  in  Huntington.  \\  Iiere 
these  geodes  are  numerous,  a  kind  of  ferruginous  conglomerate 
is  formed  of  gravel,  pebbles,  and  geodes.  At  the  above  localityy 
the  Gfeodes  and  cono^lomerate  were  confined  to  a  stratum  of 
only  a  few  inches  in  thickness.  Two  geodes  were  Ibund  tilled 
with  water. 

I'he  erratic  blocks  of  SulTolk  County  are  of  some  importance, 
as  they  furnish  the  only  rocks  for  building  and  wall  stones. 

There  is  one  circumstance  connected  with  these  boulders 
which  we  will  mention,  on  account  of  the  bearing  it  has  upon 
some  questions  in  the  scientific  part  of  geology.  AYe  will  state 
only  general  facts,  without  entering  at  this  time  into  tiie  minute 
details,  or  the  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  thorn.  The  boul- 
ders and  blocks  vary  in  size  from  a  pebble  to  masses  wcigliing 
several  hundred  tons,  and  are  mostly  found  on  the  range  of 


32 


nisTonr  of  long  island. 


hills  running  thronsrb  the  island,  and  between  them  and  the 
north  shore.  The  boulders  and  blocks  are  contained  in  a  stra- 
tum which  is  inter-stratiiled  with  deposites  ot^  sand,  clay  and 
gravel,  and  is  often  exfjosed  alon;^  the  coast.  Some  of  tlie 
blocks,  when  first  disinterred,  exhibit  scratches  upon  one  or 
more  of  their  sides.  Rocks,  hke  those  occurrinor  on  Lono^  Island, 
are  found  in  Rhode  Island,  Coi]necticur,  and  along  the  Hudson 
river;  and  they  are  so  similar  in  th(;ir  niineralogical  characters 
and  associations,  as  to  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  they  were 
originally  derived  from  those  places.  Again,  as  we  pro2:ress 
westward  from  ]\Iontauk  Point  to  Brooklyn,  along  the  north 
shore,  there  is  a  regular  succession  of  the  groups  of  boulders, 
pebbles  and  gravel,  corresponding  to  the  successive  chan^zes  in 
tlie  rocks  on  the  north  side  of  the  »Sound.  For  example,  the 
boulders  on  the  east  end  of  Lo!ig  Island  are  like  tlte  granite, 
gneiss,  mica  slate,  green-stone,  and  siemte  of  Kliode  Island  and 
tlie  east  part  of  Connecticut ;  furtlier  westward,  opposite  New 
London  and  the  mouth  of  Connt.'clicut  river,  are  boulders  like 
the  New  London  and  Connecticut  river  irranites,  gneiss  and 
hornblende  rock  ;  opposite  New  Haven  are  found  the  red  sand- 
stone and  conglomerate,  hssilc  and  micaceous  red  sandstone, 
trap  conglomerate,  compact  traj>,  amygdaloid  and  verd  antique  ; 
opposite  Black  Rock  are  the  (iramttrs,  trrieiss,  hornblende,  quartz 
and  white  limestone,  like  those  in  ]-\urtleld  County  ;  and  from 
HnntiuHton  to  Brooklyn,  the  trap  (compact,  crystalline,  6cc.) 
red  sandstone,  gneiss,  t^;ranite,  hornl)}ende  rock,  serpentine  and 
crystalline  liniestone,  are  found  idriitical  in  appearaijce  with 
those  of  the  country  between  New  .h'rsey  and  Connecticut. 

The  clays  of  Suffolk  County  are  so  abundant  and  varied  in 
their  character,  as  to  be  adapted  to  v;ir]ous  useful  purposes. 
The  beds  are  extensively  wrought  in  some  places,  and  the  clays 
are  mostly  used  for  the  manufacture  of  bricks;  from  four  to 
five  millions  of  which  are  annually  madf^  at  West  Neck  in  the 
town  of  Hutuinirton  alone. 

White  clays,  wliicli  have  the  external  characters  of  potter's 
clay,  occur  on  West  Neck,  Lloyd's  Neck,  Eaton's  Neck,  East 
Neck,  and  Little  Neck. 

Brown  clays,  suitable  for  stone  ware,  and  others  for  coarse 
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|-i>"vr\*.  abound  in  many  places  in  the  west  part  of  the  county. 

ihc  white  and  brown  ciays  are  carried  to  distant  parts  for 
(h  St'  manufactures.  Some  of  the  clays  have  the  external  ap- 
P''ara!ice  of  good  fire  clays,  but  actual  experiment  only  can  de- 
{•Titiiiie  their  fitness  for  this  use.  These  clays  contain  no 
linie,  and  therefore  are  far  less  likely  to  melt  in  the  fire  than 
ordinary  clays. 

Some  of  the  clay  beds  on  West  Neck  and  Lloyd's  Neck  are 
ochreous,  and  perhaps  they  may  be  profitably  used  in  the  ma- 
nuficture  of  yellow  ochre. 

l'o.=sil  wood,  or  lignite,  has  been  found  in  several  places  in 
clays,  and  in  their  associated  beds  of  sand  and  gravel,  but 
ni  no  instance  in  sufficient  quantity  for  fuel.  Sometimes  it 
ncpears  like  charcoal,  in  othersat  is  changed  to  iron  ore,  either 
)i«'ini!tile  or  pyrites.  It  was  seen  on  Lloyds  Neck,  ]]aton-s 
N-.:k,  Neck,  Little  Neck,  and  Mount  Misery;  and  has  been 
thviiid  in  many  places  from  20  to  100  feet  below  tlie  soil. 

IV-at,  althouudi  not  very  abundant  in  Q-ueeiTs,  King's,  and 
Uichiiiotid  Counties,  is  very  common.  !Many  localities  were 
o!>srrved.  Those  of  the  most  importance  are  near  Nevv^town. 
Front  a  bog  one  mile  westerly  from  Newtown,  peat  of  a  very 
sup'-rit'T  (piality  has  been  dug  for  more  than  fifty  years,  and  it 
1^  niiich  u>'.  d  by  some  of  the  inhabitauls.  An  extensive  marsh 
of  iH>at,  wliicU  is  probably  deep  and  of  fine  quality,  lies  near 
ih':  ro'id  from  Wiiiiainsburgh  to  Jamaica,  and  is  called  the  Ce- 
d,ir  Swamp. 

Tliere  may  be  about  30,000  cords  of  peat  in  this  swamp. 
Small  bodies  of  this  combustible  were  seen  in  the  raiiL'^es  of  liilis 
iii  King's  and  Richmond  counties.  A  meadow  of  two  or  three 
arres  of  ligneous  peat  was  observed  about  one  mile  north  of  Ja- 
maica. The  owners  of  quas^mires  orquakinir  meadows  will  do 
well  to  examine  them.  Before  many  years  shall  have  elapsed, 
these  bogs  will  become  valuable,  where  they  are  now^  rc'2:arded 
as  nearly  worthless.  The  inferior  qualities  of  peat  will,  under 
judicious  treatment  in  compost  heaps,  make  a  valuable  manure. 

The  {jfincipal  marshes  of  Long  Isiand  are,  Nepeague  Mar.>h  ; 
one  Itetween  Snir2"  Pond  and  Mccock  Bay,  east  part  of  Shinne- 
cock  Bay  ;  between  Moriches  and  Great  West  Bay ;  between 
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Ocomhamack  Neck  and  Fi re-Pi aco  :  botwr^eij  Ocombamack  Neck 
and  Patcliogiie  ;  Patchogne  and  Nicollss  Neck  :  and  the  very 
extensive  one  from  Nicolls's  Neck  to  Kockaway ;  and  those  about 
Jamaica  Bay  and  Goney  Island. 

There  are  also  many  on  the  north  sliore  of  Long  Island,  the 
principal  of  which  are  at  Acabonnick,  Oyster  Ponds,  Riveriioad, 
AVading  River,  Smithtown  Harbor,  Crab  Meadow,  Lloyd's  Neck, 
Oyster  Bay  Harbor;  between  Peacock  and  Oak  Neck,  IMiisqiiito 
Cove,  north  part  of  Cow  Neck,  Little  Neck  Bay,  Flushing,  AVil- 
liarnsburgh,  I^rooklyn,  and  Gowannus. 

The  salt  marslies  of  Suftolk  County  are  estimated  to  cover 
an  area  of  55  square  miles;  of  Queen's  County,  40  square  miles  ; 
King's,  12  square  n)iles  ;  and  lvichi!i(:»!id  9  square  miles  ;  mak- 
ing an  ag(?;regate  ot^  HO  square  nnirs,  or  7-1.246  acres,  of  marsh 
alluvion  of  the  sortiTi  coa^t  oi  New-Y oi  l;,  exclusive  of  the  exten- 
sive marshes  on  the  soiuh  const  of  Wcstcliester  County,  which 
would  probably  swell  the  aggregdte  to  125  square  miles,  or 
80,000  acres. 

.  The  headlands,  generally,  on  the  north  shore  of  Queen's 
County  are  washing  away.  The  blocks  of  rock,  which  were 
once  imt)cdded  in  tlK^  loose  soil  of  the  island,  are  seen  on  the 
beach  extending  out  far  beynd  low-water  mark. 

At  Oak  Neck,  Fox  Island,  and  Martinecock,  as  well  as  at 
Middle  Island  (commonly  calh  ii  Hog  island),  the  boulders  ex- 
tend far  out  at  low  water,  and  d*-monstratc  the  encroachment 
of  the  sea  on  the  land.  Idle  LLaid  and  Oak  Neck  are  paris 
of  a  peninsula  whicli  lies  bttwt  Cii  Oyster  Bay  and  Long  Island 
Sound.  They  were  once  island <.  I)ut  liave  been  connected 
with  each  other,  and  with  T/'Ul:  Island,  by  beaches  formed  of 
detrital  matter  swept  from  the  headlands  of  ^Middle  Island  and 
Oak  Neck.  Extensive  salt  inarsht's  are  f)rming  under  the  })ro- 
lection  of  these  beaches,  and  are  niaUMially  increased  by  the 
sand  drifted  from  them.  Tiicse  beaches  are  observed  to  vary 
in  form  and  magnitude,  beini:  som-jtimes  mcr-'ased  or  diminish- 
ed in  particular  by  the  eilects  oi  a  siii'jle  storm.  I'ox  Island 
(so  called)  was  once  an  island,  but  is  now  cotmected  with  Oak 
Neck  and  Lonir  Lland  on  the  east  by  a  long  b-.Mch.  A  long 
sand-spitj  of  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length,  extends  to  near  Pea- 
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^vx'if-s,  where  it  is  cat  oiTby  an  inlet,  which  communicates  with 
extensive  marsh  between  Fox  Island  and  Long  Island, 
'i'his  beach  and  spit  are  derived  from  the  materials  washed  from 
I- ox  Island  and  Oak  Xeck.  Peacock's  Point  is  also  washino- 
awviy.  Stumps  and  logs  of  wood  are  seen  below  low-water 
marl:.  Martinecock  Point,  a  mile  or  more  west  of  Peacock's, 
must  have  washed  away  rapidly.  A  long  point  of  boulders  and 
blocks  stretches  far  out  into  the  Sound  at  ebb  tide.  This  was 
once  an  island,  which  is  also  connected  with  Peacock's  by  a 
long  sand  beach.  Another  ancient  island,  now  connected  with 
Long  Island  on  the  south-west  by  a  beach,  is  very  near  Martine- 
cock on  the  west.  These  two  islands  and  beaches  enclose  a 
lai'LTo  pond,  the  hilct  of  which  is  through  a  mill  sluice  between 
th<;m.  Mr  Jacob  Lattinsr,  who  is  an  old  and  respectable  inha- 
l.  iiant,  rtnd  has  been  a  resident  in  the  vicinity  more  than  half  a 
CftitiirV;  informed  us  that  these  have  been  worn  away  many 
ro  Is  \vi!.!iin  iiis  lecollection.  Mr.  I^atting  pointed  out  to  us  the 
p  >>!t!i)n  of  the  beach  between  Peacock's  and  Fox  Island  during 
t!ie  revolution.  The  beach  then  dammed  up  the  outlet  of  a 
ni  irNli,  throu^di  which  a  small  stream  ran,  and  a  trunk  was  put 
in  the  beacli  in  177S,  to  allow  the  water  to  drain  through,  in 
ord  r  t.>  prevent  lloodingthe  meadows.  We  saw  the  trunk  in  its 
u:;  il  poMUon,  Tlv.t  beach  has  since  made  out  about  200 
yards  m  U'oni  of  where  it  was  at  that  time,  lie  observ^ed  that 
th'»se  beaches  are  subject  to  considerable  variations  by  storms, 
the  materials  bcincr  tumbled  along  either  eastward  or  westward, 
according  to  the  direction  of  tlie  v/ind. 

Sands's  Point,  on  which  a  liofht-house  has  been  \oi\:r  built,  was 
washing  away  so  rapidly  some  years  since,  that  it  becaine  ne- 
cessary to  protect  it  by  buildmg  a  strong:  sea-wall  along  the 
shore.  A  reef  of  rocks,  (the  remains  of  ancient  lands,)  extends 
out  some  distance  from  the  shore.  The  wall  has  afforded  a 
protection  ao^ainst  the  encroachment  of  the  sea,  and  about  an 
acre  of  land  has  been  added  to  that  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  in  consequence  of  the  alluvial  action  of  the  surf  deposit- 
inir  tlie  sand  and  shingle  in  the  eddy  on  the  south  side  of  the 
point.  ]\Iason,  the  keeper  of  the  lig^ht-house,  communicat- 

ed these  facts,  and  many  others  of  much  interest.    The  broad 
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and  extensive  sand  beach  south  of  Sands's  Point,  a  mile  or  more 
in  length,  was,  since  his  remembrance,  a  srilt  marsh  covered 
with  grass.  Mr.  Mason  is  nearly  SO  years  of  age.  The  mate- 
rials swept  from  Sands's  Point,  and  deposited  on  the  edg-eof  the 
marsh,  have  been  drifted  and  washed  over  its  surtiice. 

At  and  near  Kidd's  Rock,  three  (piarters  of  a  mile  eastward 
of  Sands's  Point,  the  wasting  of  the  clitls  from  the  effects  of  the 
waves  is  very  evident.    The  cli/Ts  present  mural  escarpments 
towards  the  Sound,  but  the  lulls  slope  down  gradually  on  the 
other  side  towards  the  salt  marsh.    This  elevated  land  was  for- 
merlv  an  island,  but  alluvial  causes  have  formed  a  salt  jnarsh 
where  the  water  was  sheltered  ivom  the  sea.    The  wasting  of 
the  cliffs  has  caused  the  foruK-.tion  (>flong  beaches — oneconnect- 
ing  Kidd's  Point  with  Sands's  Point,  and  the  other  counectmg 
with  the  hisfh  grounds  soutli  east  of  the  marsh  on  the  v/est  side 
of  Hempstead  ffarbor.    A  small  inlet  throuirh  the  north  end  of 
this  beach  allows  the  tide  to  commuiiicate  with  the  niarsh.  Boul- 
ders and  blocks  are  seen  imbedded  in  the  strata  forming  the 
mural  escarpments,  and  tin-  short.'  below  is  also  strewed  with 
them.    They  also  extend  some  distance  from  the  coast,  indica- 
ting that  a  considerable  breadih  of  land  has  been  washed  away. 
The  boulders  protect  the  shore  for  a  lime,  but  the  smaller  ones 
and  the  shingle  are  gradually  izround  up  by  the  action  of  the 
surf,  and  washed  away;  and  dnrmt''  storms  and  hio;!!  tides,  fresh 
inroads  are  made.    The  beach  Itetween  Kidd's  Point  and  Sands's 
Point  covers  a  part  of  tiie  iiKiish.  the  ooze  and  marine  peal  of 
which  may  be  seen  at  the  ioni  of  ihe  beach  at  ebb  tide.  This 
indicates  that  high  land,  or  el^-e  a  b'-ach,  was  once  farther  sea- 
ward, to  afford  protection  tor  the  tbrmation  of  that  part  of  the 
marsh.    Only  a  few  acres  of  liiLdi  land  remain  at  Kidd's  Point, 
and  if  it  should  continue  to  be'  washed  away  as  heretotbre,  (and 
much  expense  would  be  necessary  to  prevent  ii.)  a  century  or 
two  would  be  suflicient  to  etfect  its  entire  removal.  Kidd's 
Ptock  as  it  is  called,  is  a  remarkable  erratic  block,  which  was 
imbedded  iji  the  loam  of  the  tertiary  formation.    It  has  been 
imdermined  by  the  action  of  the  sea,  and  lias  slid  down  to 
the  shore,  and  cracked  into  many  liw^c  frairmenls.  These 
fragments  probably  weigli  at  least  2.000  tons  ;  and  several 
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s!oop  loads  of  it  have  been  shipped  to  New-York  for  building- 
s'one. 

A  saiid-spit  has  formed  nearly  across  Hempstead  Harbor, 
about  three  miles  south  of  the  mouth  of  the  bay,  and  two  miles 
north  of  the  village  of  Montrose,  at  the  head  of  the  bay.  It 
extends  from  the  west  shore,  in  an  easterly  direction,  nearly  ■ 
across  the  harbor,  leaving  a  deep  inlet  of  one  hundred  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide  next  to  the  eastern  shore.  It  is 
owing  to  the  same  cause  as  thi^  spit  at  Cold  Spruig.  This  spit 
is  probably  a  thousand  yards  in  length,  but  is  not  n^aterially 
allected  by  storms.  The  detrital  matter,  now  swept  coastwise, 
is  carried  tlirough  the  inlet  and  deposited  in  the  inner  harbor. 
Two  large  shoals  have  thus  been  formed,  and  it  is  said  tiiey 
are  evidently  becoming  shallower  every  year,  and  at  no  distant 
lim^'  will  form  a  considerable  addition  to  the  land.  A  small 
S'lit  «,'Xii  nds  from  the  eastern  shore  a  short  distanc(j  nortii  of 
the  east  end  of  the  large  one.  Another  s})it,  which  extends 
on  the  west  side  of  the  bay,  from  the  high  bank  on  the  west 
.side  of  the  harbor  towards  Kidd's  Point,  is  separated  Irom 
this  |)oint  oidy  by  an  inlet  of  thirty  or  forty  yards,  through 
which  tli'j  tide  llov.-s  into  the  marsh  behind  Kidd's  Island. 
U  f()rnj(d  fiom  the  detrital  matter  both  of  this  bank  and 
of  K'ldds  Poiiit. 

A  >pil  of  some  hundred  yards  in  length  extends  from  the 
north,  partly  across  the  mouth  of  Plandome  Hay.  It  is  derived 
from  tlie  detritus  of  some  high  banks  in  the  bay,  and  Barker's 
Poiin  on  the  north. 

The  bcaclies  and  spits  vv-e  have  been  considering  are  trilling 
in  extent  and  importance  when  compared  with  the  Great  :Soutli 
Beach  of  Long  Island.  Tliis  is  a  line  ol  alluvial  sand  a:id 
shingle,  extending  from  Nepeague,  in  Hast  Hampton,  to  the 
mouth  of  New- York  ]3ay,  a  distance  of  104  miles  ;  and  having 
a  direction  of  about  west-south-west.  It  is  not  continuous,  but  is 
divided  by  inlets  communicating  with  the  bays  which  are 
situated  between  tliis  and  Long  Island,  and  through  these 
inlets  the  tide  ebbs  and  llows.  At  Quogue,  and  several  places 
east  of  this,  Long  Island  comnumicates  with  the  beach,  cither 
by  marshes  or  by  the  upland;  but  westv/ard,  for  about  seventy 
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mile?,  a  condiiuons  line  of  bays,  from  luilf  a  mile  to  six  miles 
broadj  extends  uninterruptedly,  and  separates  tiie  beach  entire- 
ly from  Long  Island.  This  Great  Beach  is  a  line  of  spits  and 
islands.  One  of  the  islands  is  about  twenty-five  miles  long,  with 
a  breadth  of  a  few  hundred  yards.  They  are  all  narrow  and 
long;  and  when  above  the  reach  of  the  surf,  they  are  covered 
by  a  labyrinth  of  hillocks  of  drifted  sand,  imitating  almost  all 
the  variety  of  form  which  snow-drifts  present  after  a  storm. 

Rockaway  Neck  is  the  only  locality  west  of  Southampton 
where  the  upland  of  Long  Island  at)pr(>aches  near  the  alluvial 
beach.  Tlie  land  tlirough  this  distance  is  increasing  in  area 
by  constant  depositions.  The  l)each  at  Far  Rockaway,  and 
for  many  miles  east  and  west,  is  undergoing  frequent  local 
changes.  The  surf  jVequently  washes  av.My  several  rods  in 
width  during  a  single  storui,  and  perhnps  the  next  storm  adds 
more  than  had  beeji  removed  by  the  preceding.  The  sea  fre- 
quently makes  inlets  tlirough  the  iH.'aeh  to  the  bays  and  marshes, 
and  as  frequently  fills  up  others. 

The  inlet  at  Rockaway  l]ay,  called  Hog  Island  Inlet,  is  con- 
tinually progressing  westward  by  the  obli<{ue  action,  of  the  surf 
driving  the  sand,  £rravel,  aiid  s!iiii<jit*  m  that  direction.  The  de- 
posite  of  these  materialson  the  we-t  i;id  of  the  island  beach  tends 
to  obstruct  the  inlet  to  the  bay  ;  but  (he  strong  tidal  current  dur- 
ing the  flow  and  ebb  of  the,  tide  washes  away  llie  east  end  of 
Rockaway  Beach  as  rapidly  as  tht'  other  forms.  The  inlet  is 
thus  kept  open.  _Mr.  Edmund  Hioks,  of  l:\ir  Rockaway,  has 
been  long  a  resident  here,  and  lo  \u\n  we  are  indebted  for  the 
fact  just  mentioned.  lie  knows  llo-  l  -hmd  Inlet  to  have  pro- 
gressed more  than  a  inile  to  tlu  w*>>t  vs'ithin  fifty  years. 

New  Inlet  is  the  main  inlet  from  the  ocean  to  the  Great 
South  Bay.  It  was  formed  during  a  storm  not  many  years 
ago. 

Crow  Inlet  and  Jones's  Inlet  are  undero-oing  changes  analo- 
srous  to  til  at  of  Hoo-  I^Umd  Inlet. 

Barren  and  CoJicy  islands  are  a  part  of  tlie  Great  South 
Beach  of  Long  Isl.:md. 

Coney  Island  h;»s  alrea'ly  been  referred  to  as  washing  away 
by  the  waves  atid  tnarine  currents.    It  is  alluvial,  with  the  ex- 
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l»!ion  of  a  very  small  tract  of  tertiary,  and  separated  from 
Island  by  a  small  creek  which  winds  through  tiie  salt 
!^:a^^h.  i\Jr.  Wyckofl',  who  has  lived  for  many  years  on  the 
i-!afid,  remembers  when  this  was  a  broad  inlet ;  but  it  has  been 
<:radiially  filled  np  with  silt,  or^ranic  alluvions,  and  drift  sand, 
until  it  is  reduced  to  its  present  size. 

Tlie  south  part  of  Coney  Island  is  a  labyrinth  of  sand  dunes, 
fi)nned  by  the  wind,  which  present  almost  every  imaginable 
shape  that  such  material  can  assume.  Tiiese  hillocks  are  from 
5  to  30  feet  high,  with  a  few  straggling  tufts  of  beach-grass, 
and  clumps  of  bushes  half  buried  in  the  drifted  sands.  Tliey 
owe  their  origin  to  a  tuft  of  grass,  a  bush,  or  a  drift  log,  serving 
;vi  a  nucleus.  As  the  grass  grows,  the  drifted  sand  settles 
among  its  leaves  and  partly.buries  it,  and  the  process  is  renewed 
f  >r  vrars  until  a  sand  hill  is  formed.  On  tl^e  contrary,  wulu 
I'l'Tc  is  nothing  to  bind  the  sand  together  or  shelter  it  ii\nn  the 
wind,  it  drifts  away,  leaving;  deep  hollows.  Drifted  snow  banks 
alf  nd  .'in  apt  iliuvtration  of  the  sand  dunes  of  the  south  beach 
of  isi  i!id.  and  in  a  high  wind  we  can  realize,  in  a  small 

«!'.'^n«'o,  the  sand  storms  of  the  African  and  Arabian  deserts. 

The  encrftaciiments  of  the  sea  upon  the  east  end  of  Long 
1-iand  ha\  e  before  b'.en  mentioned.  Vast  masses  of  the  cli^ls  of 
|i..i!n.  >:tnd,  Lfravel,  and  loixse  rocks,  of  which  Long  Island  is  com- 
|>■>^ed,  are  uiidermined  and  washed  away  by  every  storm.  Tlie 
water  of  the  ocean  coast  is  almost  always  found  to  have  more 
or  less  earthy  matter  in  suspension,  much  of  whicli,  except 
during  storms,  is  derived  from  the  grinding  up  of  the  jiebbles, 
gravel,  and  s:i.nd  by  the  action  of  the  surf  3t  is  estimated  l)y 
^Ir.  Mather  that  at  least  one  thousand  tons  of  matter  is  thus 
trans[)orled  dally  trom  tlie  coast  of  Lonir  Island,  and  that  pro- 
bably that  quantity,  on  an  average,  is  daily  removed  from  the 
south  coast  between  ^lontauk  and  Nepcague  Beach.  This 
siiore,  of  fifteen  miles  in  lengih,  probably  averages  sixty  feet  in 
height,  and  is  rapidly  washing  away;  and  nearly  one  half  the 
matter  coming  from  tlie  degradation  of  the  land  is  supposed  to 
be  swept  coastwise  in  a  westerly  direction. 

There  arc  many  evident' 'S  that  the  east  end  of  Long  Island 
was  once  much  larger  than  at  present,  and  it  is  thought  proba- 
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ble  it  nviy  fiave  been  corinected  witfi  Block  Island,  which  lies 
ill  tlie  direction  of  the  proloni^ation  of  the  ishind.  But  if  tiiese 
evidences  were  insufficient,  the  present  rapid  degradation  of  the 
coast  in  that  vicinity,  tlie  constant  triuisportation  of  matter 
westward  upon  the  Great  Beach,  and  the  extent  of  this  Leach 
(more  than  one  Imndred  miles  lon^-,  with  a  breadtii  of  one 
hatidred  to  one  thousand  yards.)  whicii  is  the  result  of  this 
action,  would,  by  most  minds,  be  deemed  conclusive. 

Tlie  masses  forming:  the  erratic  block  i^roup,  and  terrain  de 
transport,  are  coniposed  of  blocks,  bo.ilJers,  pebbles,  orravel, 
sand,  loam,  and  clay,  which  are  foniit-d  of  the  broken-up  rocks 
reduced  to  various  dc2:rees  of  tineiu^sSj  and  transported  a  dis- 
tance from  their  original  situation. 

The  erratic  blocks  o!"  Siitlblk'  Count v,  and  the  facts  relative 
to  then'  2:eneral  ^h^trihution.  were  bulore  alluded  to.  These 
blocks  are  the  only  wall  stones  and  l)uilding  stones  on  Long 
Island  and  the  contiguous  islands,  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  tract  of  gneiss  in  places  near  Hurl^ate.  Tbe  boulders  and 
erratic  blocks  are  found  on  the  surface,  and  imbedded  in  a  se- 
ries of  strata  forming  the  ran/je  of  hills  whicli  extend  through 
Staten,  Lonir,  Piuuj,  and  Fisher's  Islands.  The  boulders  on 
Long  Island  are  rarely  found  souMi  of  the  hills,  but  on  the 
north  they  are  observed.  }.n>th  iiithv^-ddt'd  arid  on  the  surface,  ex- 
tending: to  the  north  shore.  The  varieties  of  rock  forming"  the 
boulders  in  Suffolk  County  were  mentioned  before  as  beins: 
exactly  similar,  in  all  their  charactiTs,  to  rocks  of  granite, 
o;neiss,  mica,  slate,  hornl>!endic  r«K'ks,  .>--cienite,  greenstone, 
serpentine  rocks,  verd  antupie,  n/d  aud  j^ray  sandstones,  6cc. 
which  occur  in  place  in  a  n^uthward  direction  from  the  lo- 
calities where  thev  a.re  now  i'ound.  It  lias  also  been  observ'ed 
that  the  jjeneral  direction  of  these  honldtTS  form  beds  of  simi- 
lar rock  in  place,  does  not  coincide  with  the  line  of  bearing  of 
the  strata,  or  the  direction  of  th*^  hills.  In  Uu»;cl\s  and  Kin-^^'s 
Counties  the  same  g-Mieral  facts  are  observed,  (iraniric  and 
gneissoid  rocks  pre(f^m'niar'j  on  the  hills  and  shore  from  Ovster 
Bay  to  Tjitiie  X<^ck'  B  ly  ;  atid  thence  to  Brooklyn,  greenstone 
rock's  are  most  ahiuidant.  The  various  rocks  oecurrinGT  on 
LoiJg  Ishuid  as  erratic  blocks^  are  much  used  for  fences,  wall- 
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stones  in  wells,  cellars,  and  basements  of  bnildin^fs.  They  are 
u<Mriy  indestructible  by  atmospheric  ao^ents,  and  will  therefore  be 
very  durable.  The  sea-wall  at  Sands's  Point  is  built  of  frag- 
ments of  the  boulders  found  in  the  im  nediate  vicinity. 

So:ne  of  the  erratic  blocks  are  of  great  mao^nitude.  Plun- 
dreds  of  them  have  been  seen  that  would  weigh  50  tons  each. 
K'idd's  Rock  has  already  been  mentioned  as  a  large  erratic 
block,  the  frao^ments  of  v/hich  cover  an  area  of  10  to  15  square 
rods,  and  weiofh  at  least  2.000  tons.  A  laro^e  block  was  seen, 
half  a  mile  to  a  mile  south-south-east  from  the  churches  in  Plan- 
dome,  called  Millstone  Rock,  and  from  an  observation  of  its  cubic 
contents,  it  was  estimated  to  wei2;h  1,S00  tons. 

Some  blocks  of  limestone,  weicrhino;  from  one  to  five  tons 
each,  were  seen  on  the  beach  at  Kidd's  Island,  half  a  mile  from 
Sands's  Point,  which  a.ie  precisely  similar  in  mineraloo;ical  cha- 
racters to  the  range  of  limestone  extending  from  Barnegat  to 
Pine  Plains  in  Dutchess  County. 

Adjacent  to  these,  were  blocks  of  tremolite,  of  a  yellowisli 
t^Tvy  color,  and  a  species  of  2:rey  amphibolc,  nearly  like  the 
IMeaite  of  Oran^fe  Ounty.  On  the  north  shore  of  Oak  Neck, 
masses  of  'jnuiite,  containino;  yellow  feldspar,  were  observed. 
Wchave  never  seen  granite  in  place  similar  to  this.  Redsand- 
Mont\  and  a  f-w  boulders  of  greenstone,  also  occur  here. 

A  boulder  v.-eighiuL:  three  or  four  tons,  of  dark  green  serpen- 
lin'%  cuutaining  radiated  anthrophyllite,  was  found  half  a  mile 
so!ith-west  of  the  head  of  Little  Neck  Day.  A  laree  boulder  of 
gray  tremolite  was  found  on  the  east  shore  of  Cow  Bay,  in 
l^landome.  Boulders  of  steatite  andof  talcose  rock,  containing 
anthrophyllite,  were  seen  near  the  head  of  Little  Neck  Bay. 
Boulders  of  green,  black,  and  sandy  green  serj^cntinc,  like  those 
of  lioboken  and  York  Island,  are  found  at  Brooklyn,  Williams- 
burgh,  and  Jamaica.  Boulders  of  a  peculiar  rock,  composed  of 
the  materials  of  granite,  with  the  feldspar  in  a  state  of  oecompo- 
jation,  are  found  at  Flushing,  Williambnrgh,  Brooklyn,  and  on 
Staten  Island.  Boulders  of  granular  while  limestone,  sometimes 
containing  tremolite,  occur  at  Hog  Island,  Lloyd's  Neck,  Oak 
Neck,  Sands's  Point,  [lewlet's  Point,  Flushing,  and  AYilliams- 
burgh.    They  are  similar  to  the  limestones  of  Westchester 
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Co^mtv.  Near  Fort  ITamiltoiL  serpentine,  frreonstOtic,  nnd  red 
sandstone,  with  some  i^ranite  and  ii;rHnss5  iikc  t[]0:.e  of  York  is- 
land, form  the  mass  of  boulders. 

Cl.iys  are  not  very  abniidant  in  Queen's,  Kin<^'s,  and  Ilicii- 
m  md  C^nirities,  Wfiite  and  blue  clavs,  liK'o  those  of  AVest 
N  'cic.  Lloyd's  Neck,  Eaton's  Xock,  are  found  on  iMiddlc 
Island  and  the  eastern  shore  of  lle!nj)stead  Harbor  ;  but  t:iey 
are  so  near  the  water  level,  where  they  were  seen,  tliat  there 
is  little  probability  of  their  bcino:  extensively  iisefnl.  The 
whit(^  clay  on  the  western  side  >)f  I\Iuldle  Island  is  very  pure, 
lyino:  i'l  view  at  hi/h-watcr  niarlc,  and  perhaps  extendin^i  iii^'h- 
er  ifi  the  bank,  but  covered  wnh  sa.tid  which  hits  slidden  from 
above.  Rnidi-h  loa.niv  eiav  v.-as  set^n  in  the  deep  excavation 
of  the  streets  til rouirh  tiir  hill  beiweon  Brooklyn  and  Gowan- 
nus.  An  iniperft  oi-  sandy  brick  e,<rih  occurs  on  the  liills  about 
one  mile  north  of  Jamaica.  .\t  this  place  from  300,000  to 
350,000  brick's  are  made  per  annuin. 

On  Mempstead  Plains  tlie  v.  t  lLs  arc  dus;  from  60  to  120  feet 
deep,  throu<rh  bads  of  o-ravel  and  sand,  before  water  is  reach- 
ed, which  IS  a  little  a' ove  the  level  of  the  ocean.  The  wells  <rra- 
dually  decrease  in  do[>th  thence  lo  liie  shore. 

The  sprini^s  of  Lon^;  Island  ar<-'  nunn  rons,  and  present  some 
pheno.nena  v/orthy  of  coiisid  .rati  /u.  Around  the  heads  of  the 
bays  and  re-enterin2:s  of  the  coast  alonij;  the  north  sliore  of 
Lonw  Island,  copious  springs  l;reak  rait  very  little  ai)ove  tide 
water  level.  In  some  instaiiCi-s  rl;.'y  boi!  uj)  througli  the  sand 
and  gravel  so  as  to  Ibrii)  a  bru.Vrv  at  once  ;  in  others,  several 
springs  break  out  at  the  f)ot  of  lie.'  bank,  and,  miitino;  their  wa- 
ters, form  a  stream.  'I'he  numerous  mills  and  manulactories 
on  the  shores  of  many  of  the  i e-taitv/rinixs  of  tiie  northern  coast 
of  Lou  I  Islaiid,  and  which  have  no  a[)parent  streams  commu- 
nicating with  their  ponds  to  renew  the  supply  of  water,  attract 
the  attention  of  most  observers.  'I1ie  water  of  ihc  -c  sprincrs  is 
very  pure,  in  conse<pience  of  its  haviu:;  tieen  filtered  throucrh 
beds  of  nearly  pure  siliceous  sanJ  and  gravel.  It  is  thrown  out 
at  the  level  of  tide  w.U'T,  or  at  a  hi;r}ier  level,  u  liere  there  are 
strata  i  npermeable  t<)  it.  Somr' of  the  most  remnrk.ible  of  these 
springs,  wiiicU  are  ap]»iied  to  maniUacturmg  purposes,  are  about 
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llon.'psfcrid  Harbor,  at  the  hoad  of  Little  Neck  Bay,  at  the  be:id 
of  Cold  Spring  Harbor.  a?id  the  south-west  part  of  Oyster  Bay 
H.'.r!)or. 

In  most  parts  of  Long  Island,  water  is  not  found  in  quantity, 
and  is  not  permanent,  except  at  about  the  level  of  ttie  ocean,  in 
consequence  of  the  porous  natuie  of  the  strata. 

''j'iie  soils  of  these  counties  are  very  variable,  hut  at  bast 
tb;ir-fi!'ths  of  the  surface  may  be  charncterized  by  the  terms 
sanrly  ioam  and  loaiuy  sand.  There  are  many  tracts  of  land 
where  the  soil  is  a  heavy  loam,  ;ind  even  a  sti(Fclay  ;  and  others 
of  a  pure  sand,  which  drifts,  and  is  piled  i>y  the  action  of  liie  wind. 
The  variation  of  the  soil  is  due  to  the  ditFerent  srrata  w[)ich 
form  the  connlry.  B  'ds  of  sand  and  gravd  are  interstratified 
wit'i  those  of  loam  and  clay  ;  and  where  irreirnlarities  occur 
iu  ihe  coiitoin- of  th*^  pT^'/und,  arising  frou]  denud.ition,  a  Held  of 
a  U-'X  acp.'S  may  exhibit  almost  every  variety  of  soil,  from  a 
)"ire  s-i!ir!  to  a  stilT  c!  ly.  Tlie  art  of  tfie  fn-mi-r  is  h(M<'  pn(  iu 
r<'q'.nNition  ti">  m.xli'y  ttie  natural  h-xture  of  the  soils,  and  lit  iliem 
to  r»'C'-"ive  nutritive  stimulant  manures  willi  the  greatest  ad- 
v.uita'^e.  The  heavy  soils  are  dressed  with  sand,  and  tije  lioiit 
soils  wuii  l'>am  orci.iy,  with  a  view  to  transform  the  v/hole  in- 
to a  loain  of  Hicli  texture  as  to  make  a  pulvensli^nt  soil,  and  yet 
li.ive  i;  sulil'it'ntiy  ariri'laceous  to  retain  a  suitable  quantifv  of 
v.',<!-'r.  'l'h<3  cii'tivated  soiis  within  twtMitv  mi^es  of  X(nv-Y'ork 
are  so  much  uKulitled  by  art,  th.at  their  natural  qualities  could 
scarcely  bedelermiued  without Veolncricai  investigation.  i\bany 
o{  th.e  far, ners expend  tVom  $'50  to  ;$70  per  acre  for  street  mamire 
o!ire  in  two  or  three  years,  and  they  are  well  repaid  for  their 
cn!i::litened  views  and  liberal  expei  ditures.  The  soil  is  na- 
turally very  poor  on  the  plains,  but  those  parts  whidi  are  w  ell 
cultivated  have  beconie  very  productive.  Street  manure,  yard 
matiure.  composts  mixed  \v\[\\  litue,  rotted  sea- weed,  on  w  hich 
lioirs  and  cattle  are  yard-'d,  ashes,  ban! la,  bone  m  nnre,  and 
fi^h,  are  those  in  common  use.  S;re'"t  manure  probably  ex- 
coL'iis  all  the  others  in  (jiiantify,  and  ti^e  l^ays  and  mlets  on  the 
C');ist.  toireiher  with  t^e  Lo;iir  Isbiiid  rail-ioad,  offer  nreat  (\v 
cilrdc'S  for  its  transfjort  mio  t  c  uUfiior  of  th.e  island.  The 
in  xnh  amd,  and    muck    uf  the  u.tadow,  and  the  t.stuary  ihud, 
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would  make  a  valuable  manure  on  llie  \hA\i  soils.  lame  an- 
swers well  on  the  light  soils  of  Lon^-  Island,  ond  the  farmers 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  in  \\s\ug  it  on  their  lands,  first 
putting  it  in  heaps  to  slacken  thoron^dily,  and  spread  with  otlier 
manure  upon  tiie  soil.  On  a  considerable  portion  of  Long  Is- 
land the  bony  fish,  called  hard-heads  or  moss-bonkers,  have 
become  the  principal  article  for  fertilizing  the  soil ;  and  the  crops 
thereby  produced  are  so  abundant  as  to  be  almost  matter  of 
astonishment. 

These  fish  weigh  from  one  to  two  pounds  each,  and  are 
either  spread  directly  upon  tlie  land,  or  mixed  with  other  sub- 
stances to  decompose.  In  some  insLances,  ot  Southold,  tvv'O  or 
three  hundred  thousand,  and  it  io.  even  said  that  a  million,  have 
been  caught  at  a  time  ;  and  there  are,  probably,  more  than  one 
hundred  million  uz'A  annually  U[)on  this  island.  Tlie  sandy 
land  in  Suffolk  Couniy  could  hardly  be  cultivated  to  advantage 
without  the  aid  derived  from  these  ll^li. 

Mr.  jNIather  is  of  opinion  tiiat  they  are  not  used  by  the  far- 
mers of  Long  Island  in  the  most  economical  manner.  From 
five  thousand  to  fifteen  tfiousand,  he  says,  are  spread  over  tlie 
ground,  instead  of  being  ploughed  in.  Tiie  soil  is  generally  light, 
and  the  animal  matter  pnsses  through  it  by  the  filtering  action 
of  water,  so  that  its  fertilizing  eiil'cts  are  nearly  exhausted  by 
a  single  crop. 

The  object  in  using  ashes,  is,  to  keep  the  dry  arid  soils 
moist  by  the  attraction  of  the  potassa  for  water,  and  thus  afiord 
moisture,  and  a  stimulating:  alkali  to  the  growing  plants.  A 
Sfreat  error  in  their  use  is  to  let  tiiem  ren;aiu  in  heaps  long  ex- 
posed to  the  weather,  an  idea  prevailing  that  ashes  are  improved 
by  this  means,  and  that  if  they  v.'<'re  used  in  their  raw  state, 
would  injure  the  crops.  The  iact  is,  that  when  used  fresh,  too 
many  are  used  ;  as  they  con  tarn  a  larire  proportion  of  potassa. 
and  prove  a  too  pou'erfui  s[imn]ant  to  veifotation  ;  but  when 
exposed  to  the  weather,  the  potas>^a  deliiinates  by  its  attraction 
for  moisture,  and  is  removed  by  rains^  leaving  little  except  the 
inert  eartliy  mattt'i*. 

Silt,  or  creek  naid,  has  been  used  with  considerable  advan- 
tage in  some  parts  of  Urookhaven  ;  it  is  generally  obtained  trom 
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til''  bottom  of  bays,  where  there  is  very  little  action  of  the  tide, 
niiti  vviiore  the  decomposition  of  vegetable  and  anin.ial  matter 
li.t-^  been  long  accumnlating.  The  long  eel  grass  is  pulled  up 
with  iron  rakes,  v/hich  bring  up  the  decomposed  matter  with  it. 

On  the  subject  of  the  Geology  of  Long  Ishand,  Dr.  I\litchill 
has  some  remarks  which  are  too  valuable  and  interesting  to  be 
p  issed  over.  His  examinations  were  principally  confined  to  the 
north  shore  of  the  island,  and  to  the  islands  in  tlic  East  River. 

"The  Brothers,"  he  observes,  "  are  two  small  islands,  lying 
upon  the  side  of  the  ship  channel  in  the  East  River,  and  called 
the  North  and  South  Brother.  Their  foundation  is  rocky,  and 
has  hitherto  resisted  the  impetuosity  of  the  waves  and  currents 
by  reason  of  its  hard  structure.  Both  these,  and  the  detached 
rocks  and  reefs  around  them,  diifer  in  no  respect  from  tiic  ge- 
n;.'ral  cliaracter  of  the  others.'^ 

Uikcr's  Island  lies  in  the  middle  of  the  Sound,  nearly  0[)po- 
sito  the  mouth  of  Flushing  Bay  ;  the  banks  of  considerable 
hriu'ln,  but  by  no  means  so  rocky  as  the  last-mentioned.  Tlierc 
is,  however,  a  conspicuous  mass  of  granite  upon  it,  and  several 
smaller  rocks  scattered  about.  From  the  loose  and  gravelly 
material  of  whicii  it  consists,  its  sides  are  gradually  crumbling 
down  a?id  washing  away,  notwithstanding  it  is  thickly  sj^read 
with  rocks  and  stones,  the  remains  of  fi^rnjor  washinirs  and 
encroachments  of  the  water.  Of  Lonsf  Island,  the  Doctor  ob- 
serves, that  the  face  of  the  country  upon  the  north  and  south 
sides  are  very  diUbrent  from  eoch  other.  On  tbo  north  it  is 
elevated,  uneven,'  and  much  variegated  wiih  lull  and  dale; 
while  on  the  south  the  traveller  discovers  liiilo  else  than  a  liat 
surface,  sloping  gradually  toward  the  ocean.  liKked,  thnt  part 
north  of  tlie  rid-^-e  not  only  resembles  tlie  oj)po>ito  sIdk's  ol  the 
main  land  in  its  ot-neral  ap{>^aiance,  but  also  in  its  fossils  and 
niuieral  productions.  It  a{)pears  to  have  been  separated  troni 
the  continent  during  tlie  h4)se  of  ages,  by  tlie  encroachments 
of  the  salt  water.  The  occurrence  of  no  horizontal  strata,  and 
the  frequency  of  vertical  layers,  lead  to  the  conclusion  that 
thoy  are  certainly  in  a  state  of  primeval  arrangement.  Tlie 
probable  o])iiiion,  (says  Dr.  Mitehiil.)  is,  that  Long  island  and 
ihe  iidjucent  continent  were  once  contiguous,  or  only  separated 
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by  a  srnall  river;  and  tliat  the  strnit  wliich  now  divides  them, 
was  formed  by  successive  inroads  of  the  sea.  This  appears 
likely  from  the  fossil  bodif^s  on  both  sliores  havinij  a  near  re- 
semblance; from  the  rocl^s  and  islands  lyins*  between  them 
beinir  fonnd  of  similar  materials  ;  the  distance  heinsr  small  ;  and 
that  where  tlie  shore  is  not  composed  of  solid  roclcs,  there  the 
water  continnes  to  make  great  encroachme.  ts,  and  to  cause 
thehio^h  banks  to  tnmhle  down,  as  m.iy  be  seen  in  many  places 
upon  the  north  shore  of  the  inland,  jmd  us  is  more  particularly 
the  f  ict  at  Newtown,  at  ^Montauk  and  elsewhere,  at  tfiis  day. 

To  the  eastward  of  Hel!irat(>  all  the  considerable  rocks  are 
solitary  masses  of  crranite.  These  are  scattered  over  the  upland 
and  alono-  the  shore  between  hi^h  aiul  low  water.  In  the  town 
of  iSortli  Heuipstej.'d,  not  far  fruui  Mimiia.^set.  is  one  of  the  largest 
rocks  of  the  kind.  It  is  knovrn  in  the  recc)rds  of  t!ic  town  by 
the  name  of  IMillstone  block,  and  coiitains  more  than  twenty 
thousand  cubic  feet.  The  appearance  of  the  island  on  tlie south 
side  of  the  hills  induces  the  belief  llial  the  whole  extent  of  level 
land  between  them  and  tfie  sea  is  a  dfireliction  of  the  waters. 
Its  horizontal  strata,  its  sandy  and  i^ravel  y  quality,  and  the 
rounded  and  water-worn  suriaces  of  itsquartzy  pebbles,  all  lead 
to  such  a  persuasion. 

The  land,  besides,  is  very  b:\r{^  of  vont^table  mould,  as  well  as 
rocks,  and  the  timber  gen(>rally  of  a  smaller  growth.  The 
shells  of  marine  animals  are  n:ore  frequently  met  with  in  dig- 
ging wells;  thouirh  it  is  said,  that  u-^wards  the  west  end  of  the 
island  the  remains  of  tcstaciiMis  creatures  have  been  iound  at 
considerable  depths  on  the  uortli  side  ot  the  ridi^e.  fjetween 
Long  Island  and  the  continent  there  are  several  shoals, 
with  roc' s  scattered  over  them,  u'hich  are  a}>nareiitly  snnken 
or  wasted  islands  ;  and  shows  the  extraordinary  leveUinnr  power 
of  the  waves.  One  of  thesi?  shallow  places,  whose  rocks  are 
bare  at  low  water,  lies  off  the  extremitv  of  (^ow  .Neclc,  arid  oc- 
cupies several  acres  almost  in  the  nnd.lle  of  the  Sound.  From 
the  injuries  thereby  snst;iined  by  vesseU.  they  are  calh-d  the 

Execiitifnic-rs/''  .Another  sandy  spo',  of  tnany  acres,  wuh  se- 
veral large  rocks  a{)pcai mir  h-  re  and  tiiere  aliove  the  little  wa- 
ter that  covers  it,  strelchei  f  ir  toward  the  n^ain  channel  frora 
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!!  ■ '  I  vtfnm  of  Great  Neck.  These  rocks  are  called  The  .Sfep- 
■iri^-  S'a^ies^'  from  a  tradition  of  the  lndi:uis,  lliat  at  some  for- 
lij'T  diitnii  p  Tiod  their  aticestin's  could  cross  over  liere  to  tlie 
f:j.i}!K  At  Old  field  Point,  Crane  Neck,  arid  Mount  Misery,  the 
1  iud  has  been  frittered  away  for  a  considerable  extent,  leai-ini>- 
a  considerable  area  covered  with  rocks,  visible  at  low  water. 
."^  )rne  ficts  remain  to  be  meijtioned  to  ex[)lnin  the  rapid  cur- 
P-nfs  and  dangerous  navigation  of  Ilell^-ate.  l^liis  is  a  strait,  one 
u'iiose  sides  is  formed  by  Lonja:  Islarjd  and  the  other  by  Par- 
.s<'ii's  and  Manhattan  Islands.  Bet  ween  the  two  latter.  Hitrhiem 
(.'ri'eli  empties  itself.  There  is  asniall  quantity  of  solid  irranite 
here,  and  the  shores  and  int('r\enin2:  rocks  and  ree  s  almost  en- 
tifi'ly  consist  of  it.  Such  a  co  npact  body  impedes,  on  the  Lono- 
I  !  nid  side  of  it,  the  direct  flow  of  the  water  of  the  Sound  ii]  a 
norti:  east  and  soulh-u  estdirection  so  completely,  t'lnt  tfie  cii  rrent 
1^  lr»!Cvd  to  take  a  short  and  sudden  turn  around  tiie  poiiit  of  Par- 
iiv  li's  I^and.  This  change  of  direction  is  iiearly  at  a  right  <'m- 
liU'  with  the  ridiresand  strata, of  rocks  which  (ormcrly  connect- 
ed the  (wo  islands  ;  and  such  has  been  its  impetuojis  and  irre- 
M^idtle  force,  that  tlie  dams  of  solid  rock,  which  nature  had  con- 
struc!'\]  acro.s<,  have  been  broken  down  arjd  carried  away,  and 
n'itintii:  I  nt  th<'ir  ruins  are  now  perceptible.  Tlie  fbaminii  and 
iJL'it  tijon  of  the  u'atiM'  over  and  amnmj  these  ro(-k'.s  has  ifiVi-ii 
n-''  to  ilie  whnnsical  appellations  of  Pot,  Fri/hia-J^nti.  Grid- 
Irou.  A:c.  The  Hn^'s-Bark,  HaihCs  Pnint  ]h(J\  the  Mill- 
Ji'/r/:,  the  Middle  Reef^  and  the  ^outh.  Roc/rs,  are  plain  ajid 
instructive  monuments  of  the  ancient  arrangement.  They^  are 
portions  of  strata  remaining  after  all  the  rest  has  been  su-ept 
away  by  the  torce  of  tlie  current.  On  the  sliallows  and  flats  of 
I'ne  Soutli  Bay,  where  there  is  little  current  except  the  swell  and 
recession  of  the  tides,  certain  vegetables  deli^lit  to  grow.  The 
sand  and  mud,  which  had  before  been  moveable,  now  becomes 
fixed.  Tiiis  process  continues  until  the  new  island  rises  above 
common  tide,  and  receives  no  more  nutriment  from  the  water. 
'I'hese  are  the  islands  atid  marsfies  of  great  extent,  scattered  al- 
most tlie  whole  len  jth  of  Lons:  Island,  -ind  are  of  oreat  value  lor 
tiiM  s  -dire  which  grows  upon  ilit-ni.  Hog  island  in  Hempstead 
Bay,  and  Coney  Island,  have  been  tlius  foriiied. 


»5  ill' 


48 


IIISTORV  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 


It  is  a  universally  conceded  fact,  that  so  much  of  Long  Island 
as  lies  southerly  of  the  ridge  of  hills,  is  of  secondary  formation  ; 
while  it  has  been  concluded  tiiat  th.e  remainder  is  of  primeval 
construction.  Yet  there  are  many  facts  and  circunistances 
whic'n,  if  they  do  not  prove  the  contrary,  f^re  in  such  hostility 
with  it,  as  to  be  entirely  irrecoiicilah-ie  to  the  idea  that  the  north 
side  of  the  island  has  always  existed  as  it  now  is.  Some  of 
these  facts  have  been  with  considerable  pains  collected,  and 
are  derived  from  such  sources  as  to  be  entitled  to  our  entire 
belief. 

Sand  and  gravel,  mixed  with  marine  shells,  are  found  at 
considerable  distances  below  t!ie  surface  in  digging  wells  and 
excavating-  the  earth  for  otlier  purposes.  These  are  found  al- 
most universally  fifty  feet  and  more  below  the  soil  in  Brook- 
lyn, New  UtrLcht,  Flalbush,  and  Nev/iown.  The  shell  of  a 
periwinkle  v/as  found  forty-three  feet  down  at  New  Utrecht. 
In  Newtown,  carbonated  wood,  sometimes  alone  and  some- 
times in  crusted  by  pyrites,  was  raised  from  the  bottom  of  a 
shaft  filly  feet  deep.  In  P>ashwick,  at  forty-five  feet,  the  body 
of  a  tree  was  found  by  the  v/orkiuen  lyiuL^  across  the  Yv'cU,  and 
had  to  be  cut  away  to  allovv  tliefu  to  proceed.  Wood  has  also 
been  found  at  great  depths  a  liule  east  of  AVestbury  meeting- 
house, xi  well  was  dug  by  ?de>srs.  Wiliiam  and  John  Mott  in 
1S13,  at  Great  Neck,  three  niilrs  north  of  the  ridge;  at  tiie 
distance  of  thirty  feet,  on'  th.c  up;:^  r  surface  of  a  stratum  of 
loose  dark-red  earth,  lay  s}je!i>  of  ciams,  oysters,  and  scollops  : 
at  fifty  feet  a  piece  of  wood  was  I'omid,  soft,  rotten,  and  decayed. 
Its  ligneous  character  was,  however,  perfectly  distinguishable. 
On  the  land  of  Ylj.  .Andrew  Na[>ior,  three  miles  west  of  Jamaica 
villaofe,  during  the  same  ye::r,  several  pieces  of  wood  were 
found  twenty-five  feet  below  the  surface.  A  well  was  dug 
some  years  since  near  the  Narrows  at  Nev/  Utrecht,  and  shells 
of  clams  and  oysters  found  at  sixty-seven  feet;  fhe  shell  of  the 
large  murex  { PcrurinJdfi)  was  discovered,  very  little  damacred, 
at  two  hundred  and  fifty  f  M>t.  President  Dwight,  who  travelled 
tlirough  liOin:  Island  in  ."May  l^nl,  mentions,  thnt  on  the  east- 
ern border  of  I b^mj^<stead  Plam,  some  workmen,  who  were  dig- 
ging a  well,  tbund  a  log  of  woodj  three  feet  long  and  one  in 
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::r,'  tor,  at  the  depth  of  one  hundred  and  eight  feet ;  the  ex- 

fi.T  was  decayed  near  an  inch  deep,  the  rest  perfectly  sound. 
in  >l:c:2:iu^  a  well  in  the  same  neighborhood,  a  short  time  after, 
the  ijrcater  part  of  a  tree  was  discovered  at  the  depth  of  one 
iMiiidrcd  f(jet.  A  part  of  the  wood,  says  the  Doctor,  was  put 
tjjK.ii  the  fire,  and  burnt  very  well. 

la  the  town  of  Huntington,  about  the  middle  of  the  island, 
the  piiople,  says  he,  w^ere  induced  to  believe  there  was  a  silver 
mine  in  a  particular  spot;  with  the  inquisitive  spirit  usual  in 
'Mich  cases,  they  dug  to  a  considerable  depth,  and  in  their  pro- 
trrt'ss,  found  a  tree,  with  its  branches,  buried  in  solid  earth  thirty 
ff.ot  Ifolow  the  surface  :  the  branches  were  chiefly  decayed. 
At  Newtown,  a  deep  pit  was  sunk  in  the  side  of  a  hill  in  1S04, 
fv>r  ih"  purj'ose  of  forn:;.!ng  an  ice-house.  The  hill  is  about 
iwc::(y  Iod^  iVoni  tlie  shore  of  the  East  lliver  at  Hallet's  Cove, 
f;'!y  llet  al:>ove  high-water  mark.  At  the  depth  of  twenty 
1.  ''U  ilic  w»)rkinaii  thicv.-  out  a  great  many  frogs,  lodged  in  the 
C!;:ir>''  unravel.  Their  color  was  not  so  vivid  as  common,  in 
oih(.T  rc-jprcis  they  resembled  the  common  frog  of  this  country, 
(ivjieral  li^benez-.-r  .Stephens,  on  whose  land  it  was,  observed 
ili'  in,  and,  althon^h  tor|)id  at  th'st,  in  a  short  time  tlicy  reco- 
\>  i^-l  :\\\  i)ie  ai:tivny  of  their  species.  Mr.  Henry  Dcniilt,  about 
tliirrv  yt  ars  ago  dug  a  well  upon  the  east  side  of  Cow  Neck, 
h  i'.r  a  mile  from  the  shore,  and  at  the  depth  of  thirty-four  feet 
c  luir  10  a  stratum  of  creek  mud  and  shells,  the  stench  from 
wfncli  v.-as  such  as  induced  him  to  abandon  his  design. 

The  late  Mr.  AViliiam  Allen,  in  digging  for  water  at  iVLan- 
liasset  in  1S21,  found  a  quantity  of  oyster  shells  seventy-eight 
feet  below  the  surface,  and  obtained  water  at  one  hnndred  and 
lv\\)  feet.  The  earth  at  the  iJottom  of  the  well  being  a  clean 
white  sand  like  that  found  upon  the  beach,  intermixed  with 
rounded  pebbles. 

Selah  B.  Strons*,  Esq.,  of  Setauket,  L.  L,  says  that  his 
grandfatiier,  the  hue  Judge  Selah  Strong,  in  digging  a  well 
n-jar  his  mansion  upon  the  Neck,  where  he  then  resided, 
shortly  betbre  the  Iievolution,  found  a  large  tree  in  a  horizon- 
tal p'jsition.  about  forty  leet  below  the  soil,  and  in  a  good  state 
of  preservation. 
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Anthony  Sherman,  while  ciigc^^ini]:  a  Avell  in  the  year  ISOS, 
for  Mr.  Roderick  Havens,  upon  Shelter  Island,  at  the  depth  of 
fifty-seven  feet  found  an  Indian  stone  pestle,  beaiUifuUy  polish- 
'  ed ;  also  abundance  of  clam-shells  mixed  with  beach  sand  and 
gravel. 

Jeremiah  Johnson,  Esq.  states  that  a  well  was  duo;  about 
forty  years  ago  by  a  Mr.  Kolycr,  at  a  place  called  Clam-Battery, 
»  in  Newtown  ;  and  at  the  depth  of  seventy  feet  discovered  a 

quantity  of  shells,  mixed  with  what  resembled  shore  sand  ; 
that  Doctor  Pater,  in  digging  a  well  about  thirty  years  since  at 
Kew  Utrecht,  came,  at  one  lumdrcd  and  twenty  feet  below  the 
soil,  to  a  stratum  of  salt  meadow  resembling  that  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. And  the  same  gentleman  says,  that,  while  command- 
ing officer  at  Fc^rt  Green  during  the  year  IS  14,  a  well  was  con- 
structed there  under  his  direction,  for  the  use  of  the  garrison, 
and  at  the  depth  of  seventy  feet  clam-shells  and  sand  were 
found,  which  had  every  appearance  of  having  been  at  a  former 
period  washed  by  the  sea. 

T>[r.  Abraham  Van  Alst,  at  Dnsh  wick,  some  years  since,  found 
a  log  of  wood,  well  preserved,  at  forty  feet  below  the  soil ;  and 
several  others  in  the  same  town,  who  dug  wells,  were  compel- 
led to  abandon  them  on  account  of  the  filthy  creek  mud  found 
at  the  bottom,  whicli  rendered  tlie  water  unfit  to  be  drank. 

Dr.  D wight,  in  the  account  of  his  tour  upon  Long  Island, 
observes  as  follows  :  ^VlK•u  vre  comiucnced  our  journey  on 
this  island,  I  proposed  to  my  companions  to  examine,  with  a 
contiimal  and  minute  attention,  the  stones  of  every  size  which 
should  be  visil)le  to  us  througbour  all  the  parts  of  our  progress. 
This  examination  was  made  by  us  all  with  great  care,  and 
was  extended  to  the  stones  on  the  iroiicral  surface  ;  to  those 
washed  out  in  hollow  roads  ;  to  tlioic  uncovered  on  the  sum- 
mits and  sides,  and  at  the  bottom  of  hills;  to  those  found  in 
the  deepest  vallics,  and  to  those  which  v/ere  dug  out  of  a  con- 
siderable number  of  very  deep  wells. 

The  result  of  this  examination  v.-as,  that  all  the  stones  winch 
we  saw,  were,  without  any  exception,  destUutc  of  angles,  limit- 
ed by  an  arched  exterior,  apjxMring  as  if  worn  by  the  long 
continued  attrition  of  water,  and  in  all  r,cspcc(s  exactly  like 
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i\  '»«^^-  which  in  a  multitude  of  places  were  found  on  the  beach 
ol  I  he  ocean. 

la  ten  or  twelve  instances,  possibly  a  few  more,  we  ob- 
jf^rvcd  small  rocks  of  granite  on  our  road.  Every  one  of  these 
rxhibiied  what  I  thought  ploin  proofs  of  having  been  washed 
for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  and  strongly  resembled  rocks 
i)i  the  same  kind  which  have  been  long  beaten  by  waves.  1 
will  not  say  that  no  other  traveller  would  have  considered 
ihese  rocks  as  exceptions  ;  but  to  my  eye  they  exhibited  mani- 
fest ap[)earances  of  having  been  long  worn  by  water.  If  this 
o[)iinon  be  admitted,  we  did  not  find,  in  a  progress  of  more  than 
two  hundred  miles,  a  single  stone  which  did  not  exhibit  proofs 
of  having  been  v/ashcd  for  a  considLvable  time. 

"  On  Montauk  PoiMt  the  stones  have  a  diflerent  aspect,  being 
;uii:alar,  and  having  the  common  appearance  of  tlie  granite 
rocks  so  generally  found  in  New  England. 

*•  Afier  we  had  passed  Jamaica  in  our  way  to  New- York,  wc 
fi'und  a  snnilar  change  in  the  stones;  most  of  them  being  angu- 
lar, and  presenting:  no  evidence  that  they  had  ever  been  washed. 
l>vlA-i'cn  these  limits  the  stones  are  universally  aquatic,  if  I 
may  be  allov/td,  for  the  sake  of  succinctness,  to  give  them  that 
name. 

**  1  Vom  this  extraordinary  fact,  it  wonld  seem  a  natural  con- 
cln.si'jn  that  the  great  body  of  this,  island,  or  perliaps  m.ore  pro- 
\>*-i\y  the  materials  of  which  it  is  composed,  were  at  some 
former  period  covered  by  the  ocean  ;  and  that  by  some  cause, 
which  cannot  now  be  discovered,  were  thrown  u})  into  their 
present  form. 

"That  luong Island  v/as  once  united  with  the  main,  towards 
its  western  end,  has  been  believed  by  a  great  miillitnde  of  per- 
sons from  a  bare  inspection  of  the  scenery.  The  narrowness 
and  winding  of  the  straits  in  many  places,  the  muliitude  of 
intervening  rocks  and  islands,  the  projection  and  course  of  tfie 
points  between  this  island  and  the  coujities  of  New-York  and 
•Vestchester,  and  the  general  aspect  of  both  shores,  have  pro- 
duced this  opinion  in  mnnds  which  iiave  been  formed  to  very 
diirerent  modes  of  thinking.'' 

Erom  this  train  of  accumulated  facts,  and  the  conclusions  to 
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which  they  necessarily  lead  the  niiiid  of  the  inquirer,  it  can 
hardly  be  denied  thai  the  alluvial  character  of  the  greater  part 
of  Long  Island  is  placed  beyond  the  pale  of  controversy,  or 
even  a  rational  doubt,  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  have  given 
the  subject  any  considerable  attention.  We  have  been  the 
more  particular  upon  this  interesting  portion  of  geology,  be- 
cause it  constitutes  an  important  part  of  the  natural  history  of 
Long  Island,  and  is  a  subject  of  curiosity  as  v/eli  as  utility. 

DISCOVERY  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 

There  are  some  traditions  among  the  Spaniards  and  Dutch, 
tliat  probably  this  part  of  t!ic  world  liad  been  visited  by  Euro- 
peans long  beforQ  the  rcuov.  ned  Hudson  sailed  up  the  noble 
and  majestic  river  that  bears  liis  nrnnc.  Others  have  sup- 
posed that  they  had  discovered  suiiicient  proof,  in  the  western 
part  of  our  state,  of  its  having  been  occupied  at  some  very  re- 
mote era  by  a  race  of  men  further  advrmced  in  the  arts,  and 
particularly  in  that  of  defensive  warfare,  than  could  be  reason- 
ably conceived  of  those  who  inhabited  the  country  at  the  period 
of  the  discovery  by  Hudson. 

No  traces  of  a  civihzod  people  Iiave  ever  been  discovered 
upon  this  island,  nor  any  evidence  whatever  to  warrant  the 
belief  that  any  than  savages  ever  possessed  it,  previous  to  the 
arrival  of  our  EuropCc-in  ancestors,  ni  the  early  part  of  the  se- 
venteenth century. 

"We  may  therefore  reasonably  infer,  in  the  absence  of  any 
proof  to  the  contrary,  that  Hu'hon  and  his  adventurous  ciew 
were  the  first  white  people  that  cvcr  set  toot  upon  the  shores  of 
Long  Island. 

In  the  work  entitled,  "  History  of  New- York,"  by  .Joseph  W. 
Moulton,  Esq.,  which  exhibits  as  much  mdustrious  research 
and  studious  accuracy  as  any  historical  work  can  claim,  it  is 
stated,  that  when  Hudson  first  arrived  within  the  waters  of 
Sandy  Hook,  he  observed  them  swarnving  v.'itli  hsh,  and  sent 
his  men  to  obtain  a  supply.  It  may  well  be  that  they  landed 
upon  Coney  hltind,  in  llie  town  of  Gravesend,  which  was  the 
nearest  land;  and  if  so,  the  Caiiaisee  huhans  were  the  first  to 
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h.  jfl  the  approach  of  the  iong-to-be-rememhercd  discoverer  of 
N«'vv-York. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty -nine  years  ago.  being  the  3d  of 
SepLcniber.  1609.  the  chivalric  Hudson  first  saw  the  shores  of 
liiis  island.  On  the  Ath,  it  is  related  he  sent  his  men  on  shore 
in  a  boat,  who,  according  to  the  words  of  his  Journal,  "  cauglit 
if  /I  ifrcat  Mullet,  a  foot  and  a  half  longj  and  a  Ray  as  great 
as  four  men  could  Jiaid  into  the  shi]?.'^  Here,  he  says,  they 
found  the  soil  of  white  sand,  and  a  vast  number  of  plumb  trees 
loaded  with  fruit,  and  many  of  them  covered  with  grape-vine? 
of  ditferent  kinds.  They  saw,  also,  a  great  quantity  of  snipe  and 
other  birds :  and  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  they  rode  up  into 
the  mouth  of  the  great  river.  Judge  Benson  says  the  name  of 
the  river  was  Sha-t(J-muck.  The  natives  crowded  to  the 
.shores  on  beholding  so  strange  a  sight  as  a  large  ship,  and  men 
Si>  diiferoni  in  appearance  and  dress  from  themselves,  and  spe.ik- 
in::  a  Inn:;ua:7e  also  which  it  was  impossible  they  could  under- 
staiid.  'J'he  emotions  vrliich  they  felt,  and  the  opinions  and 
coitjfctiires  they  must  have  formed  on  that  most  novel  and  in- 

i.  :re>iing  occasion,  may  be  imagined,  but  can  never  be  known. 
Siicli  a  curious  combination  of  circumstances  was  well  calcu- 
\:\U:'.\  lo  cxcke  f  arfiil  apprehensions  in  the  minds  of  an  igno- 
r:uit  ;»!id  unso[)histicatcd  people. 

Th''  n.Uives  are  described  by  ,De  Lact  as  manifesting  all 
friendship  when  Hudson  lirst  landed  among  them.  They 
were  clothed,  he  says,  in  the  skins  of  elivs,  foxes,  and  other 
animals.  Their  canoes  were  made  out  of  the  bodies  of  trees  ; 
ihcir  arms,  bows  and  arrows,  with  sharp  points  of  stone  fixed 
to  them,  and  fastened  with  hard  pitch.  They  had  no  houseS; 
he  says,  but  slept  under  the  blue  heavens ;  som.e  on  mats  niade 
of  brush  or  bulrushes,  and  some  upon  leaves  of  trees.  They 
had  good  tobacco,  and  copper  tobacco-pipes.  After  their  first 
acquaintance,  they  frequently  visited  Hudson's  ship.  They 
Were  the  deadly  enemies  of  the  3Ianhattans,  and  a  better  peo- 
ple than  they  ;  who,  says  our  author,  have  always  conducted 
toward  the  Dutch  in  a  cruel  and  inimical  manner. 

Ilcckei/jclder  relates,  that  from  the  best  accounts  he  could 
obtain,  the  Indians  who  inhabited  Long  Island  were  Delawares, 
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and  early  known  by  the  name  of  Matauwakes  according  to 
De  Laet  and  Professor  Ebehng. 

Long  Island  at  this  time  had  various  appellations,  as  Matou- 
wake,  Meitowax,  Matamoake^  and  /SewanhacLy :  the  last  of 
which  means  the  "  Island  of  Shells  and  this  appears  to  have 
been  the  most  current  appellaiion.  It  is  sometimes  called  I\Ia- 
tanwax  and  Paumanake.  Some  of  this  variety  are  evidently 
but  different  ways  of  spelling  the  same  word,  and  others  may 
have  been  conferred  by  the  neighboring  nations,  the  Manhat- 
tans, the  Nehantic  or  Mohegan  tribes.  It  is  the  better  opinion 
that  the  land  was  in  most  places  destitute  of  timber  ;  and  that 
the  population  of  the  tribes  liad  much  diminished  in  conse- 
quence of  incessant  contosis  and  bloody  wars  among  tiiem, 
which  threaten^  tiio  exionninatiou  of  the  wliole  race.  The 
timely  arrival  of  the  while  people,  and  the  protection  they  af- 
forded, may  have  been  the  means  of  saving^them  from  destruc- 
tion by  their  enemies. 

THE  LONG   ISLAND  INDIANS. 

Tlie  ori,2[in  of  the  American  Indians  is  one  of  those  curious 
problems  in  the  history  of  man  that  has  given  occasion  to  much 
ingenious  conjecture,  and  has  been  a  standing  subject  of  specu- 
lation and  inquiry  among  antiquarians  and  philosophers  in 
every  age,  and  among  every  civilized  people,  since  the  discovery 
of  the  country.  Thus  far  the  investigation  has  not  been  attend- 
ed by  any  very  satistactory  results  ;  and  from  the  peculiar  intri- 
cacy of  the  subject  itself  th.t.Te  is  little  hope  of  entire  success. 
It  seems  to  have  been  taken  for  granted  that  the  race  were  ori- 
ginally from  another  country,  and  both  Asia  and  Europe  have 
been  assigned  as  the  quarter  from  which  they  must  have  passed 
to  America ;  tliat  they  eitlier  came  by  the  way  of  Behring's 
Straits,  or  may  have  been  driven  by  accident  oi  misfortune 
from  some  distant  island,  to  which  tlieir  ancestors  may  have  ar- 
rived in  the  same  way.  If  it  be  as  necessary  to  account  for  the 
existence  of  otlier  animals  found  here,  as  foi  tlie  native  Indians, 
a  difficulty  arises  from  the  supposition  that  many  of  the  tropi- 
cal animals  could  never  have  existed  for  any  length  of  time  in 
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?.  r'\:;«'>n  so  intensely  cold  as  Behring's  Straits  :  and  if  these  are 
adauttcd  always  to  have  been  here,  the  argument  is  equally 
stron^r  in  favor  of  man.  If  the  argument  for  emigration  be  of 
any  forcCj  it  is  just  as  strong  in  favor  of  the  idea  that  Asia  and 
Muropc  may  have  been  peopled  from  America  as  the  contrary. 
Tlic  Indians  may  have  been  equally  indigenous  as  any  other 
class  of  animals  :  and  if  they  were  originally  planted  here  by 
the  common  parent  of  nature,  they  must  necessarily  have  been 
endued  by  the  same  kind  author  v/ith  capacities  and  instincts 
graduated  to  the  condition  in  which  tiiey  were  destined  to  live, 
and  to  subserve  the  great  purposes  of  their  creation. 

^Vith  the  exception  of  the  Esquimfiux,  it  has  been  conjectured 
lliat  all  the  American  tribes  possess  the  same  cardinal  distinctions 
and  tlie  same  physical  Characteristics;  The  differences  which  ex- 
islt'daniongvarious  tribes  in  temperament,  stature,  or  mental  pow- 
ers, may  in  great  measure  be  accounted  for  upon  grounds  loss 
impfobnblo  than  the  supposition  of  tlieir  having  been  a  dilferent 
onJ'jr  of  men.  Trie  liidians  of  Long  Island,  whatever  may  have 
pruviously  been  their  conduct  toward  one  another  or  to  distant 
tribes,  were  less  troublesome  to  their  white  neighbors  than  the 
Indians  north  of  the  Sound.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  any  formi- 
(bible  conspiracy  ever  existed  with  them  to  destroy  the  settlers, 
as  was  attempted,  but  too  successfully,  upon  the  main.  The 
white  people,  by  ibrraing  distinct  settlements  in  dilferent  parts 
of  the  island,  and  separating  the  tribes,  probably  prevented  any 
such  combination  being  formed,  if  it  were  ever  intended.  The 
white  population  were  distinguished  for  their  prudence  and  vi- 
gilance ;  and  the  first  dawning  of  hostility  v/ould  create  alarm, 
and  the  means  of  defence  be  instantly  resorted  to.  Tliat  dilli- 
cuities  sonietimes  occurred  with  a  single  tribe,  and  might  have 
been  provoked  by  the  inrproper  conduct  of  the  whites  them- 
selves, it  is  reasonable  to  believe.  The  story  of  their  griefs, 
or  the  wrongs  they  may  have  endured,  can  never  be  known ;  and 
they  and  their  sufferings  are  equally  buried  in  oblivion.  Their 
written  language,  so  far  as  they  possessed  any,  was  entirely  of  a 
symbolical  character  ;  and  both  deeds,  contracts,  and  treaties 
were  signed  by  a  mark  or  symbol, — as  the  figure  of  a  hatchet, 
pipe,  bow,  arrow,  vl:c.,  each  chief  having  his  own  appropriate 
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mark.  It  was  not  uncommon,  upon  the  death  of  a  sachem  Jear- 
ing  no  son,  or  none  but  an  infant,  for  the  widow  to  assume  and  ex- 
ercise most  of  the  functions  which  her  deceased  husband  had 
done.  She  was  then  caUed  the  sunk  squa,  or  squa  Sachem  ;  and 
the  records  of  the  different  towns  present  examples  of  deeds  being 
executed  in  such  cases  by  female  Sachems,  In  some  instances 
the  Sachem  nominated  a  person  to  act  as  guardian  for  his  son 
during  his  minority.  Wyandance,  the  Long  Island  Sachem, 
appointed  Lyon  Gardiner,  and  his  son  David  Gardiner,  as 
guardians  to  his  son  Wyancombone  ;  and  tiiese  persons  actually 
aifixed  their  names  to  conveyances  on  behalf  of  their  ward. 
This  singular  appointment  appears  by  the  records  of  Easthamp- 
ton  to  have  been  made  in  IGGO,  and  continued  till  the  young 
Sachem  came  to  the  age  which  would  authorise  him  to  act  for 
himself.  Pending  the  Indian  w.u'  in  New  England  in  1675, 
(designated  as  Philip's  War,)  which  threatened  the  extermination 
of  the  white  people  on  the  main,  it  was  apprehended  by  the 
eastern  towns  on  Lono-  Island  that  the  Indians  'here  misflit 
be  induced  to  unite  with  those  hostile  Indians  to  destroy 
them  also ;  and  tliercupon  such  prudent  and  precautionary 
measures  were  adopted  as  clioctually  prevented  the  consequen- 
ces of  such  an  union,  if  any  such  was  in  contemplation.  The 
accounts  of  Philip's  v/ars  would  be  highly  cntertainhig,  but  for 
the  unfeeling  barbarities,  and  cold,  calculating  horrors  of  savase 
warfiire,  which  marl;  every  stage  of  their  progress.  For,  not 
contented  with  the  destruction  of  cattle,  grain,  the  plunder  of 
goods  and  coiulagration  of  dwelhngs,  they  murdered  all  they 
met  without  discriminalioti  oi  '.^'jc,  sex,  or  condition  ;  beheadiniT, 
scalping,  dismembering,  and  nLniirlin^-  their  v/retched  and  un- 
fortimate  victims,  in  a  manner  too  revolting  lor  recital. 

The  Algonquin  or  Chippoway  race  of  Indians  is  one  of  the 
most  numerous  in  existence,  and  there  is  little  doubt  but  that 
all  the  tribes  anciently  in  New- York  and  New  England,  v^^ere 
of  this  race,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to  consider  identity  of  lan- 
guage as  proof  of  the  fact.  The  vocabulary  of  the  Narragan- 
sett  tongue,  recorded  by  Roger  "Williams,  shows  them  to  have 
been  of  the  same  stock.  The  iMohego.ns  wt-rc  progenitors  of 
the  other  tribes  in  New  England  who  spoke  the  same  tongue. 
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S<:>  were  the  tribes  iti  Maine.  The  Delawares,  or  Lenni-Lenape, 
wt'To  of  the  same  family ;  and  their  language  has  been  pro- 
nounced by  competent  judges  the  most  perfect  Indian  dialect 
m  existence.  The  Iroquois,  or  Six  Nations,  once  dreaded  by 
all  the  other  tribes  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  I\Iississippi,  are  Al- 
^^onquins.  This  tribe  extends  from  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Law- 
riMice  to  the  Mississippi,  and  northward  to  the  Great  Slave 
Lake.  On  the  western  side  of  the  Mississippi  is  another  great 
Indian  family,  the  Sioux.  In  the  south  of  the  United  States 
we  have  four  tribes, — the  Chickasaws,  Choctaws,  Cherokees, 
and  Creeks  ;  of  the  latter  the  Seminoles  are  a  part,  whose 
towns  were  destro^'-ed  by  General  Jackson,  their  chiefs  slain, 
and  those  who  escaped  death,  efiectuaiiy  dispersed.  The  dif- 
ft-renl  and  somewhat  singular  opinions  which  have  existed 
nj>on  this  subject  are  amusing,  altliough  few  of  them  are  ve- 
ry saiisficlory  to  the  antiquary.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Thorow- 
pH>d,  in  1652,  published  a  quarto  volume  to  i)rove  the  American 
lM(hans  to  be  the  Jews,  wlio  had  been  lost  to  the  world  for 
more  than  two  thousand  years.  Koger  Williams  seems  to  liave 
entertained  a  similar  opinion,  as  appears  by  his  replies  to  ques- 
tions propounded  to  him  by  an  European  correspondent. 
Cotton  Matht-T,  a  curious  and  AvonderfuUy  prolific  writer  of 
the  5>.^ventecnth  century,  aflirms  the  same;  and  supp^oses  that 
tlie  Devil  seduced  these  Jews  from  their  own  country,  to  get 
tlunn  {'as  he  expresses  it)  out  of  the  way  of  the  "Silver  Trum- 
pf.'ts  of  the  Gospel."  Boudinot,  in  his  book  entitled  "  The  Star 
in  the  West,"  conjectures  the  Indians  of  America  to  be  the 
*'  lonij-lost  tribes  of  Israel and  last^  though  not  least,  may  be 
mentioned  our  distinguished  fellow-citizen,  IMordecai  M.  Noah, 
Ksq.,  who  has  composed  a  learned  and  ingenious  dissertation 
to  prove  them  to  have  been  originally  Jews,  and  a  part  of  the 
lo'^t  tribes  of  his  nation. 

It  is  one  of  the  peculiar  traits  of  Indian  character,  and  one 
wliich  is  apparently  universal,  that  wliile  the  business  of  pro 
caring  food  is  the  duty  of  the  men,  all  other  labor,  however 
arduous  or  degrading,  is  devolved  upon  the  women.  The  use 
of  the  axe  and  other  domestic  implements  is  considered  by 
these  self-created  lords  as  beneath  their  savage  dignity  ;  while 
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to  the  weaker  sex  it  belongs  to  plant  corn,  make  and  mend 
garments,  build  wigwams,  and  aUcnd  to  all  the  drudgery  of 
rearin^r  children  and  otlier  lamiiy  affairs.  Revenge  is  with 
them  a  cardinal  virtue,  and  to  endure  pain  witli  heroic  forti- 
tude a  quality  worthy  of  high  admiration.  In  short,  to  be 
proof  aofainst  suffering,  however  exquisite,  and  to  be  destitute 
of  all  sympathy  for  that  of  others,  is  a  characteristic  of  the  sa- 
vage in  every  part  of  the  world. 

WAMPUM   AND  TRILUTE. 

The  frequent  mention  of  the  article  wampum,  in  almost  all 
Indian  conveyances,  contracts,  and  treaties,  and  the  circum- 
stance of  its  being  a  part  of  the  consideration,  or  price,  in  n:iost 
Indian  deeds  iii  former  times,  hesides  its  use  as  a  circuleiting 
medium,  as  well  amoiig  the  nativ.>s  as  the  white  people  at  the 
first  settlement  of  the  country,  renders  it  not  only  proper,  but 
necessary,  to  give  some  account  of  so  valuable  a  commodity. 

AYampum  (from  wampi  or  wompi,  signifying  while^)  shells, 
or  strings  of  shells,  used  by  the  Indians  as  an  ornament  of  dress, 
and  as  a  badge  of  distinction  among  the  chiefs,  and  particularly 
among  the  v/omen.  They  weru  sometimes  worn  as  a  belt  or 
girdle.  It  is  sometimes  called  wampum-peague,  wampeague, 
or  wompampeage  ;  of  which  wampum  is  a  contraction. 

^eau-an^  was  ilie  name  'of  Indian  money,  of  which  there 
were  two  kinds  :  iroinpam,  (which  signifies  icIlUc,)  and  suck- 
auhocl:,  {sitcki  signifyi ng  bla cL'.)  W'ompam  or  wompampeague, 
or  simply  peague,  wn^,  thon^'h  improperly,  also  understood 
among  the  Dutch  and  l  ajgli>h  as  expressive  of  the  generic 
denomination.  AVom})am,  or  white  money,  was  made  of  the 
steni  or  stock  of  the  meteaidiock  or  periwinkle:  suckauhock, 
or  bUick  money,  was  manulacturLd  from  the  inside  of  the  shell 
of  the  quahaug,  (rcnits  ']ncrceit(ii  Lu,)  a  round  tliick  shell-fish, 
that  buried  itself  but  a  liitle  way  in  the  sand,  and  was  gene- 
rally found  lyiuLT  on  it  in  deep  v;ater,  and  gathered  by  rakes  or 
by  divin:;*  after  it.  The  Indians  brol;e  olf  about  half  an  inch 
of  a  purplL*  color  of  the  inside,  and  converted  it  into  beads. 
These,  before  tlu;  introduction  of  awls  and  thread,  were  bored 
with  sharp  slou'-s.  iind  strung  upon  sinev.'s  of  beasts  ;  and  when 
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itjt.TW'oven  to  the  breadth  of  the  hand,  more  or  less,  were  called 
a  of  seawall  or  wompam.  A  black  bead,  the'  size  of  a 
iinwv,  about  one  tbird  of  an  inch  long,  bored  longitudinally 
and  well  polished,  was  tlie  gold  of  the  Indians,  and  always 
esteemed  of  twice  the  value  of  the  white  :  but  either  species 
was  considered  by  them  of  much  more  value  than  European 
coin.  An  Indian  chief,  to  whom  the  value  of  a  rix-doUar  was  ex- 
plained by  the  Urst  clergyman  of  Kenselaerwyck,  laughed  ex- 
ceedingly to  think  the  Dutch  set  so  high  a  price  upon  a  piece  of 
iron,  as  he  termed  it.  Three  beads  of  black  and  six  of  white 
were  equivalent,  among  the  English,  to  a  penny,  and  among  the 
Dutch,  to  a  stuyver.  But  with  the  latter,  the  equivalent  number 
sometiujes  varied  from  three  and  six,  to  four  and  eight.  One  of 
Governor  Minuit's  ^^iccessors  fixed,  by  placard,  the  price  of  the 
'•'good  s].U'ndid  seawall  of  ^lanhattan''  at  four  for  a  stuyver. 
A  string  of  this  money,  one  fathom  long,  varied  in  price  from 
live  shillings  among  the  New  Englanders,  (after  the  Dutch 
gave  thi'iii  a  knowledge  of  it,)  to  four  guilders,  (^^l.GO^.)  aniong 
llie  Dutch,  The  process  of  trade  was  this:  the  Dutch  and 
Enirlish  sold  lor  seawan,  their  knives,  combs,  scissors,  needles, 
awls,  looking-glasses,  hatchets,  hoes,  guns,  black  cloth,  and 
oth^T  articles  of  the  Indian  trallic;  and  v/ith  the  seawan  bought 
til-'  furs,  corn,  and  venison  trom  the  Indians  on  the  seaboard  ; 
w  ho  also,  willi  their  shell  money,  bought  such  articles  from 
Indians  residing  in  the  interior  of  the  country.  TIuis,  by  this 
circulating  medium,  a  brisk  commerce  was  carried  on,  not  only 
between  the  white  people  and  the  Indians,  but  between  dilicr- 
ent  tribes  among:  the  latter.  Per  the  seawan  was  not  onlv  their 
money,  but  it  was  an  ornament  to  their  persons.  It  distin- 
guished the  rich  from  the  })oor,  the  proud  from  the  humble. 
It  was  the  tribute  paid  by  the  vanquished  to  those,  the  Five 
Nations  for  instance,  who  had  exacted  contribution.  In  the 
form  of  a  belt  it  was  sent  with  all  public  messages,  and  pre- 
served as  a  record  of  all  public  transactions  between  nations. 
If  a  message  was  sent  without  the  belt,  it  was  considered  an 
cmptij  word,  unwortliy  of  remembrance.  If  the  belt  was  re- 
turned, it  was  a  rejection  of  the  oiler  or  proffer  accompanying 
it.    If  accepted,  it  was  a  confirmation,  and  strengthened  friend- 
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ships  or  effaced  injuries.  The  belt,  with  appropriate  figures 
worked  in  it,  was  also  the  record  of  domestic  transactions. 
The  confederation  of  the  Five  Nations  was  thus  recorded. 
The  cockle  shells  had,  indeed,  more  virtue  emiongst  Indians 
than  pearls,  gold,  and  silver  had  among  Europeans.  Seawan  was 
the  seal  of  a  contract — the  oath  of  fidelity.  It  satisfied  mur- 
ders and  all  other  injuries ;  purchased  peace,  and  entered  into 
the  religious  as  well  as  civil  ceremonies  of  the  natives.  A 
string  of  seawan  was  delivered  by  the  orator  in  public  council 
at  the  close  of  every  distinct  proposition  made  to  others,  as  a 
ratification  of  the  truth  and  sincerity  of  what  he  said  ;  and  the 
whi^e  and  black  strings  of  seawan  were  tied  by  the  pagan  priest 
around  the  neck  of  the  white  dog  suspended  to  a  pole,  and 
offered  as  a  sacriQc.^  to  T"}i(ilonghijc'.waago7i,  the  upholder  of 
the  skies,  the  God  of  the  Five  Nations. 

The  seawan  was  manufactured  most  abundantly  upon  Long 
Island,  which  abounded  in  shells,  and  called,  for  this  reason, 
Seawan-hacky,  or  the  "  Island  of  Shells."   The  Poquanhock  or 
dualiang,  and  tfie  Periwinkle  were  extremely  plenty  ;  and  for 
this  reason,  in  all  probability,  it  was  that  the  l\Iohawks,  the  Pe- 
quods,  and  other  powerful  tribes,  made  frequent  wars  upon  the 
Long  Island  Indians,  and  compelled  them  to  pay  tribute  in  this 
almost  universal  article  of  trade  and  commerce.    The  immense 
quantity  which  was  manufactured  may  account  for  the  fact, 
that  in  the  most  extensive  shell-banks  left  by  the  Indians,  it  is 
rare  to  find  a  whole  shell ;  having  all  been  broken  in  the  pro- 
cess of  making  the  wampum.    And  it  is  not  unlilcely  that 
many  of  the  largest  heaps  of  shells  are  the  remains  of  a  wam- 
pum manufactory. 

The  French  at  one  period  undertook  the  counterfeiting  of 
wampum  by  the  substitution  of  a  species  of  porcelain  for  shells, 
and  wliich,  could  it  have  succeeded,  might  have  proved  a  pro- 
fitable adventure  ;  but  the  Indians  at  once  discovered  the  trick, 
and  the  manufacture  of  earthen  money  was  given  up.  The 
Dutch  and  Engh^h  made  great  quantities  from  the  genuine 
materia],  and  from  the  greater  mechanical  facilities  they  pos- 
sessed, gave  them  a  v/onderful  advantage  in  the  manufacture. 
But  the  cousequonc*^  as  might  be  expected,  was  to  diminish  the 
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v:Jiie  of  it  in  proportion  to  its  abundance.  In  the  com- 
•  •..•nconient  of  the  European  settlements,  and  in  all  purchases 
i'/orn  the  natives,  wampum  constituted  a  part  of  the  price  ;  and 
lijiSj  with  a  iew  articles  of  clothing  of  trifling  value,  were  ex- 
charmed  for  lar::e  tracts  of  valuable  land. 

Il.izard,  in  his  collection  of  state  papers,  mentions  that  the 
Narragansetts  procured  many  shells  from  Long  Island,  out  of 
which  they  manufactured  Indian  money  ;  and  that  they  likewise 
fn-quently  compelled  the  natives  of  the  island  to  pay  them  large 
tribute  in  wampum.  Dr.  Edwards  supposes  that  all  the  tribes 
upon  Long  Island,  Stateu  Island,  and  Manhattan  Island  were 
e<:ually  tributary  to  the  Six  Nations,  of  whom  the  ]Mohawks 
were  the  most  numerous  and  formidable.  It  is  well  known 
ihey  were  the  most  "llreaded  of  any  of  the  northern  tribes,  so 
::iuch  so,  that  even  the  name  became  associated  with  sensa- 
tions of  fear  and  alarm  in  the  minds  of  children  and  young 
jv-.)p!e.  The  Pequots  or  Pequods,  in  the  day  of  their  power, 
iiiliabilod  tlic  country  about  Stonington,  Groton,  and  New 
Lo!idon.  To  th.e  north  were  the  ^lohegans,  of  whom  Uncas 
was  tile  chief,  as  Saccacus  was  of  the  Pequots,  atthe  time  of  the 
first  arrival  of  the  wiiite  people.  The  Narragansetts  occupied 
a  portion  of  country  includincr  Rhode  Island,  and  gave  name 
to  the  beautiful  bay  between  Point  Judith  and  Point  Seaconet 
wliu.^c  chief  was  Canonicus.  All  these  tribes  commitfed  occa- 
sional hostilities  upon  the  Long  Island  Indians,  and  particu- 
larly the  Montauks,  who  were  nearest  to  them,  and  who  were 
oftentimes  obliged  to  purcliase  their  safety  by  the  payment  of 
tribute  in  corn  and  wampum. 

In  1655  a  large  body  of  Indians,  consisting  of  five  hundred 
from  New  Jersey  and  the  North  River,  landed  at  New  Amster- 
dam, where  they  were  provoked  into  hostiiiiies,  and  did  much 
injury.  They  then  went  to  Staten  Island,  and  committed 
great  havoc  there.  A  part  of  them  went  over  to  Long  Island 
and  threatened  the  settlement  of  Gravesend  ;  but  as  the  Indians 
there  refused  to  join  them,  they  retired  without  doing  much 
damage.  In  1649  a  murder  wiisp  erpetrated  at  South  Ilainp- 
ton,  and  the  town  was  greatly  alarmed  at  the  hostile  appear- 
ance of  the  Indians  in  that  neighborhood  for  several  days. 
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IMany  OHtrages,  and  even  mnrders,  were  committed  in  the  Dntch 
towns  in  1652.  In  1015  the  town  had  ordered  one  half  of  tlie 
niiUtia  company  to  bring  their  arms  to  church  with  them  upon 
the  Lord's  Day.  And  in  1051  tlie  town  of  East  Hampton 
ordered  the  inhabitants  also  to  bring  their  arms  to  meeting  with 
them,  under  the  penalty  of  twelve  pence  for  every  neglect.  In 
lOSl  the  Indians  plundered  a  store  in  Himtington,  and  threaten- 
ed the  family. 

The  IMontaaks  were  doubtless  superior  in  numbers  and  war- 
like skill  to  any  other  of  the  Long  Island  tribes,  and  this  supe- 
riority was  acknowledged  hy  the  payment  of  tribute  ;  and  it  is 
evident  from  the  early  writers  of  New  Kngland,  that  the  Pe- 
quots,  the  most  powertnl  tribe  in  Cotinecticut,  had  at  one  time 
subdned  the  !Montaliks,  atjd  thereby  the  whole  of  the  Long 
Island  Indians  were  in  snbjtiction  to  the  Peqnots  ;  and  which 
they  acknowledged  by  the  payment  of  an  aimual  tribute,  for  a 
time  at  least.  But  after  1037  tli-n'  seem  to  have  considered 
themselves  in  subjection  to  the  Lnulish,  and  paid  them,  for  their 
protection,  tlie  same  amount  of  trihute  which  they  liad  previous- 
ly paid  to  the  Pequots.  In  1050,  in  consequence  of  their  fail- 
ure to  pay,  the  New  England  commissioners  sent  Captain  Ma- 
son to  Long  Island  to  require  payment  of  the  tribute  due  from 
the  Indians,  and  to  make  nrrangements  for  its  more  punctual  dis- 
charge in  future.  In  1050  the  \Montauk  chief  visited  the  com- 
missioners at  Boston,  and  ;'rqu:itntpd  xhvm  that  he  had  paid  the 
tribute  due  from  him  at  Ibniiord  for  the  space  often  years,  but 
that  it  was  in  arrear  for  the  lour  last  years,  in  consequence  of 
the  war  in  which  they  had  been  r-ngaged  with  the  Narragan- 
setts.  On  whicli  account  tht-  commissioners  consented  to  re- 
lease the  payment  of  it.  It  is  nnt  easy  at  tliis  day  to  perceive 
the  justice  of  the  imposition  of  this  tribute  by  the  white  people. 
The  IVquots,  who  had  also  been  tributary  to  the  English  in 
1050,  remonstrated  against  the  injustice  of  exacting  tiibute 
from  them  ;  in  juiswer  to  wliich,  the  commissioners  said  it  was 
imposed  in  P)ij5,  for  the  nuird'/rs  they  had  committed.  It  was 
cxa.ct'Ml  from  th*^  Loir^;  Islruu!  Indians  under  the  ])retence  that 
the  wbiites  aiibrdod  lh(Mn  protection  iVom  tln^ir  rod  brethren,  to 
v/hom  tliey  would  otberwise  have  been  forced  to  pay  tribute. 
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Governor  Winthrop,  in  his  Journal  of  1G37,  says  ".Tiio  Indians 
st-nt  in  many  Pequots'  heads  and  hands  from  Long-  Island  nnd 
other  places,  and  Sachems  from  Long  Island  came  voluntarily, 
and  brought  tribute  to  us  of  twenty  fathoms  of  wampum  each 
of  them."  From  which  it  appears  that  tiie  Long  Island  Indians 
were  involved  in  wars,  and  dealt  freely  in  the  blood  of  their  ene- 
mies when  the  opportunity  offered.  In  1636  Mr.  Wintiirop 
says  that  jTr.  Withers,  in  a  vessel  of  fifty  tons,  goins:  to  Virginia, 
was  cast  away  upon  Long  Island  ;  seven  of  his  men  were 
drowned  in  landing,  some  got  in  a  boat  to  the  Dutch  plantations, 
two  v.^ere  killed  by  the  Indians,  who  took  all  such  goods  as 
were  left  upon  the  shore.  In  1663,"  says  tlie  same  author,  on 
the  2d  of  October,  the  barque  Blessing,  which  was  sent  to  tlic 
southward,  returned  ;  'she  had  been  at  an  island  over  against 
Connecticut;  it  is  fifty  leagues  long,  the  east  end  aboiu  ton 
leagues  from  tlic  main,  but  the  v^est  not  one  mile.  Tlie  In- 
dians tiiere  are  very  treacherous,  and  have  many  canoes  so  grual 
as  will  carry  eiidity  men.''  In  AVinthrop's  History  of  New  j^'n- 
gland,  it  is  stat»'d,  that  in  1()3S,  Janemoh,  the  Sachem  of  Niantic, 
had  gone  to  Long  Island,  and  rifled  some  of  those  Indians  wliicli 
were  tribiUary  to  that  colony.  "  The  Sachems  complained  to 
our  friends  of  Coimecticut,  (says  he.)  who  wrote  us  about  il, 
and  sent  Captain  Mason,  with  se^'en  men,  to  r(  quire  salisfacti'ui  : 
upon  this  Janemoh  went  to  Connecticut,  made  his  peace,  and 
gave  full  satisfaction  for  all  injuries."  '-In  1^)13,  (he  says) 
the  Indians  of  Long  Island  took  part  with  their  neighbors  ou 
tlie  main  ;  and  as  the  Dutch  took  away  their  corn,  so  they  tool: 
to  burning  the  Dutch  houses;  but  these,  by  the  mt  diation  of 
Mr.  Williams,  were  pacified,  and  peace  re-established  belu  een 
them  and  the  Dutch  ;  at  length  they  came  to  an  accord  with  tfic 
rest  of  the  Indians.  Those  Indians  having  cleared  away  all  tije 
English  upon  the  main  as  far  as  Stamlbrd,  they  jiassed  on  to 
Long  Island,  and  there  assaulted  the  lady  I\Ioody  in  her  house  di- 
vers times,  for  there  were  forty  tnuhered  there  to  defend  it ;  they 
also  set  upon  the  Dutch  with  an  implacable  fury,  and  killed  all 
they  could  come  by,  burnt  their  liouses,  and  killed  their  cattle 
without  restraint;  so  as  the  Governor,  and  such  as  escaped,  be- 
took themselves  to  their  fort  at  IManhattan;  and  there  lived  and 
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eat  up  their  cattle."  In  Gookin's  History5it  is  said,  "  The  Peqiiots 
were  a  very  warUke  people  about  forty  years  since,  (1624,)  at 
wliich  time  they  were  in  their  meridian  ;  their  chief  Sachem 
held  dominion  over  divers  petty  Sagamores,  as  over  part  of 
Long  Island,  over  the  Mohegans,  and  over  the  Sagamores  of 
Q-iiinipiac  ;  yea,  over  all  the  people  that  dwelt  on  Connecticut 
River,  and  over  some  of  the  most  southerly  inhabitants  of  the 
Nipmuck  country  about  Quincbaug."  Another  wriier  observes, 
that  when  tlie  Dutch  began  th.c  settlement  of  New- York,  all  the 
Indians  on  Long  Island  and  the  northern  shore  of  the  Sound, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Connecticut,  Hudson,  Delaware,  and  Sus- 
quehannah  rivers,  were  in  subjection  to  the  Iroquois  or  Five  Na- 
tions, and  within  the  memory  of  persons  now  living,  acknow- 
ledged it  by  the  payment  of  tribute.  As  a  proof,  it  is  mentioned 
that  a  sm.all  tribe  near  the  Sugar-loaf  ^Mountain,  in  1756,  made 
a  payment  of  201.  a-year  to  the  Mohawks. 

Tammany  was  an  Indian  chief  of  the  Delaware  or  Lenni-Le- 
nape  tribe,  and  was  living  after  the  arrival  of  Penn  ;  his  resi- 
dence is  said  to  have  been  whei  c  (icrmantown  now  stands.  So- 
cieties named  from  this  chief  have  been  formed  in  New-York 
and  other  places,  and  the  place  of  their  meeting  is  called  a 
wigwam  ;  Indian  costume  and  phrases  have  also  been  adopted 
by  these  associations ;  but  they  are  now  very  much  out  of  use. 
Some,  however,  have  doubted  tlie  fact  of  the  Long  Island  In- 
dians being  tributary,  as  has  been  slated  by  other  writers.  The 
Dutch,  (says  tiie  venerable  Sam.uel  .Tones,)  fmding  all  the  In- 
dians within  and  adjoining  their  settlements  on  Long  Island 
tributary  to  the  Mohawks  or  Five  Nations,  probably  concluded 
that  all  the  Indians  on  the  island  were  so.  On  the  contrary, 
says  Mr.  Jones,  a  tradition  once  prevailed  among  the  Montauk 
Indians  that  their  ancestors  had  wars  v/ith  the  Indians  on  the 
main,  who  conquered  them,  and  compelled  them  to  pay  tribute- 
This  confirms  the  assertion,  so  often  made  in  history,  that  the 
Narragansetts  once  held  dominion  over  a  part  of  Long  Island 
at  least,  and  probably  compelled  the  natives  to  assist  them 
against  their  enemies.  When  the  English  commissioners  met 
at  Hartford  in  1650,  Uncas  came  with  a  complaint  that  a  Sa- 
chem of  Long  Island  had  killed  some  of  his  men,  bewitched  di- 
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vrrs  oilier?;  and  himself  also  ;  and  desired  of  the  commissionfTs 
ih.i*  ho  might  be  rii^httd  therein.  xVbout  a  year  after  thedt  :ah 
of  .Mian.tonimoh,  iNinigret  nndertook  to  organize  a  plan  for  ex- 
tirpating the  English,  and  sent  a  messenger  to  Tv'yandanee,  the 
i,ong  Island  Sachem,  to  engage  him  in  it.  Instead  of  listening 
to  his  message,  "Wyaiidance  seized  npon  Ninigret's  messen^-er, 
h'">nnd  him.  and  sent  him  to  Captain  Gardiner  at  Saybrook  fort, 
l-'rom  thence  he  was  sent  under  a  guard  of  ten  men  for  Hart- 
ford. But  they  were  wind-hound  in  their  passage,  and  obliir^xl 
to  put  into  Shelter  Island,  where  an  old  Sachem  lived,  tlie  eld- 
est brother  of  Wyandance.  Here  they  let  Ninioret's  ambassa- 
dor escape,  and  thus  Niuigret  was  informed  th:d  his  plan  was 
discovered  and  defeated.  After  the  peace  of  1651  betu'cen  the 
Montank  Indians  an'cf  those  npon  t!ie  main,  the  Long  Islanders, 
]iretendinfr  to  visit  Ninekunet  at  lilock  Island,  slanghtet^'d  ol' 
}iis  men  near  tiiirty  persons  at  midnight,  two  of  wliom  were  of 
great  note.  At>er  which  Ninigret  snr|)rised  some  of  the  Long 
]>Iand  Indians  uj'On  CJull  Island,  and  killed  many  of  tliem  ; 
and  for  which  massacre  the  general  Con.rt  of  Cojjnecticnt  dc- 
majided  several  hundred  fathoms  of  wampu.m  as  a  satisf  iction. 

In  1701  the  Indian^  had  so  diminislied  on  Long  Island,  as 
in  some  places  to  have  f'litirely  disappeared,  and  in  others  great- 
ly rcd'ic<al  ;  and  wen  the  once  ])owerfnl  r\]<intau!(s  could  only 
MmnhL-r  thirty-ei:,dit  families,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety-two 
souls.  Tliese  were  further  reduced,  in  17S!^,  I^y  ilie  cmiLfra- 
tion  of  a  consideraljlc  number  to  Oneida  County  with  llie  Kev. 
Sainpson  Occom. 

OF  THE    DIFFERENT  TRIBES. 

TheLidians  on  Long  island,  on  the  arrival  of  the  white  peo- 
])le,  were  found  divided  into  distinct  tril)es,  or  collections  of 
families,  havinsf  dillVrent  names,  and  e.MU'cising  exchn ive  and 
independent  authority  or  control  over  separate  portions  of  the 
territory  ;  and  these  trih-es  had,  moreover,  eacli  their  chiefs  and 
head  men,  called  Sachems  and  Safra.mores,  with  a  sort  of  su- 
pretne  power  in  the  conduct  ol'  public  alTairs,  questions  of  v/ar, 
treaties,  and  the  payment  of  tribute.    From  the  Sachems  of  the 
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diflerent  tribes,  and  sometimes  from  a  few  other  head  men  as. 
sociated  with  them,  the  lands  were  purchased  by  the  white  peo- 
ple, and  from  whom  have  descended  the  title  to  all  the  real  es- 
tate upon  the  island.  Motives  of  honor,  justice,  and  humanity, 
as  well  as  true  policy,  dictated  the  propriety  of  such  a  course 
by  strangers  coming  to  settle  in  a  country  already  occupied  by 
a  people,  the  undisputed  tenants  of  the  soil.  Tiic  price  was 
was  always  fixed  by  the  convention  of  the  parties,  and  good 
faith,  it  is  believed,  w^as  always  observed  on  the  part  of  the 
white  people. 

The  principal  tribes  inhabitinq:  the  island  at  that  distant  pe- 
riod, and  occupying  distinct  and  well-dehned  portions  of  terri- 
tory, were  thirteen  in  number,  and  vv^ere  the  undisputed  claim- 
ants of  the  lands,'t)vcr  which  they  exercised  an  independent 
jurisdiction,  as  follows : 

The  Canarsee  Tribe  claimed  the  wliole  of  the  lands  now 
included  within  the  limits  of  King's  County  and  a  part  of  the 
town  of  Jamaica.  The  principal  settlement  was  probably  about 
Flatlands,  where  there  is  a  place  which  yet  retains  the  name  of 
Canarsee^  and  was,  perhaps,  the  residence  of  the  Sachem.  The 
last  of  the  tribe  is  known  to  have  died  about  40  years  ago. 
The  inhabitants,  in  the  infancy  of  the  settlement,  had  much  dif- 
ficulty with  this  tribe,  and  were  compelled  to  erect  places  of 
defence,  to  prevent  the  consequences  of  surprise.  The  im- 
mense piles  of  shells  at  this  place  and  upon  Bergen  Island, show 
their  number  must  at  one  time  have  been  very  considerable. 
-  The  Rocivaway  Tribe  were  scattered  over  the  southern 
part  of  the  town  of  Hempstead,  v/hicli,  with  a  part  of  Jamaica 
and  the  whole  of  iSewtown,  were  the  bounds  of  their  claim. 
The  greater  part  of  the  population  was  at  Near  Rockaway.  and 
as  far  west  as  the  present  site  of  the  Marine  Pavilion.  Those 
Indians  who  resided  at  the  head  of  .Masjieth  Creek  in  Newtown, 
were  a  portion  of  tins  tribe,  as  deeds  for  land  there  were  uniform- 
ly executed  by  the  Rockaway  Sachem,  wiiich  could  not 
have  been  the  case  had  the  ]Maspet}i  Indians  been  a  distinct 
tribe.  This  tribe  had  likewise  a  settlement  upon  Hog  Island, 
consisting  of  several  hundred  acres,  situate  in  the  waters  of 
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Roclcaway  Bay.  The  banks  of  shells  in  different  places  are 
Very  large. 

Tui-:  Merric,  Mcroke,  or  Merikoke  Tribe,  as  they  have 
lK}en  differently  denominatedj  claimed  all  the  territory  south 
of  the  middle  of  the  island,  from  Near  Rockaway  to  the  west 
line  of  Oyster  Bay  ;  and  were,  in  all  probability,  at  some  for- 
mer period,  a  part  of  the  Mossapequa,  or  Marsapeague  tribe. 
A  part  of  the  lands  in  the  town  of  Hempstead  were  purchased  of 
tliis  tribe.  They  had  a  large  settlement  upon  Hicks's  Neck, 
and  other  Necks  between  that  and  the  village  of  Merric. 

The  MASsAPEauA,  or  Marsapeague  Tribe  had  their  prin- 
cipal settlement  at  the  place  called  Fort  Neck  ;  and  from  thence 
eastward  to  the  bounds  of  Islip.  and  north  to  the  middle  of  the 
island;  being  the  usual  boundary  of  all  the  tribes  by  a  kind  of 
CDmnion  consent.  The  only  rem.arkable  battle  betvreen  the 
whites  and  Indians  was  fought  with  this  tribe,  when  their  fort 
was  taken  and  demolished  by  a  force  under  the  command  of 
Captain  John  Underhili,  about  the  year  1653. 

Tiic  Matin£-:cock  I'jiiBE  claimed  jurisdiction  of  the  lands 
east  of  Newtown  as  fir  as  the  west  line  of  Smithtown,  and 
proba])ly  to  the  west  side  of  Nesaquake  Ri\^er.  Tliis  was  a  nu- 
merous tribe,  and  had  several  large  settlements  at  Flushing, 
Glen  Cove,  Cold  Spring,  Huntiiigton,  and  Cow  Harbor ;  and 
ihey  possesi>ed,  from  their  local  advantages,  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence very  abundantly. 

Thc  NESAauAKr:  Tribe  possessed  the  country  e.fst  of  the 
river  of  that  name  to  Stony-Brook,  and  from  the  Sound  to  the 
middle  of  the  island.  The  extensive  shell-banks  near  tlie  vil- 
lage of  Nesaquake  show  that  it  was  the  site  of  a  considerable 
settlement,  and  probably  the  residence  of  the  Sacliem, 

The  Seatalcot,  or  Setauket  Tribe  claimed  from  Stony- 
Brook  to  the  Wading  River,  and  was  one  of  the  most  powerful 
tribes  in  the  county.  They  inhabited  the  sides  of  the  different 
creeks,  coves,  and  harbors,  and  upon  Little  Neck,  (now  called 
Strong's  Neck,)  which  issupposed  to  have  been  a  royal  residence. 

The  Corchaug  Tribt,  owned  the  remainder  of  the  ter- 
ritory from  the  Wading  River  to  Oyster  Ponds,  and  were 
spread  along  the  north  shore  of  Peconic  Bay,  and  upon  the 


GS 


lUSTORY  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 


Necks  adjoining  the  iSound.  They  probably  claimed  Robin's 
Iskind  also. 

TtiE  Manhasslt  Tribe  possessed  Sheher  Island,  Ram  Is- 
land, and  probably  Ho":  IsUmd.  This  tribe,  altlioui^h  confined 
to  about  10,000  acres,  could,  as  tradition  alnrms,  bring  into  the 
field  more  than  500  fighting-men.  Tlie  Sachem  of  this  tribe 
was  a  brother  of  Wyandance,  Sachem  of  .Montauk. 

The  Skcatogue  Tribe  adjoined  ttie  .Masapequa  Tribe  on 
tlie  west,  and  possessed  the  country  as  far  east  as  Patchogue. 
The  farm  owned  by  the  Wil let's  family  at  Islip  is  called  Seca- 
togue  Neck,  and  was,  it  is  supposed,  tlio  chief  settlement,  and 
residence  of  the  Saclicm. 

Tin:  Patchogue  Tribe  extcn.ded  east  from  that  place  to 
WesLhampion,^5.nd,  as  some  tliink,  as  far  as  Canoe  Place.  The 
prmcipal  settlements  must  have  been  Patchogue,  Fireplace, 
Mastic,  Moriches,  and  AVeslhampton. 

The  Shinecociv  Tribe  clainiL-d  the  territory  from  Canoe 
Place  to  Easthampton,  including  Sngg  Harbor  and  the  whole 
south  shore  of  Peconic  Bay. 

The  AIontauk  Tribe  bad  jurisdiction  over  all  the  remain- 
ing lands  to  Montank  Point,  and  probably  included  Gardiner's 
Island.  The  Sachem  of  this  tribe  was  of  so  much  consequence 
as  to  have  been  acknowledged  tlie  Grand  Sachem  of  Pauma- 
nacke,  as  Long  Island  was  somctuiics  called. 

The  lands  in  Kmg's  County  were  principally  purchased  by 
the  governor  of  tbe  New  Netlh.'rlands  from  the  natives,  and  by 
him  disposed  of  to  the  settlf-rs  ;  but  in  all  the  English  towns, 
purchases  were  made  by  the  planters  directly  from  the  Indians, 
and  for  which  patents  ofcoulirmation  were  subsequeritly  procur- 
ed from  the  governor  after  the  conque.st.  It  is  presumed  ths 
Indian  inhabitants  paid  little  atlLiilion  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
laiid,  except  the  raising  a  small  quantity  of  corn  ;  but  depended, 
in  great  measure,  upon  the  tlesh  of  tiie  dcvr  and  otlicr  wild  game, 
and  thegrcr.t  abundance  offish,  claUiS.  and  oysters,  which  were 
found  on  every  shore,  and  in  every  creclc  and  harbor.  Except 
their  canoes,  suUiC  of  wln'ch  were  very  large,  and  their  bows  and 
arrows,  the  only  materials  of  art  among  them,  vrerc  some  rude 
ve.ssels  of  earth  hardened  in  the  fire,  fragments  of  which  are 
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sonictiines  found.  The  manufacture  of  wampnin,  and  its  use 
as  nioiieVj  is  an  evidence  that,  however  snuploor  limited  the 
husiucs^s  of  any  people  may  be,  some  sort  ot  v  u.-nLitinfr  medium 
js  iiidispensable.  Governor  Winthrop  sp.Mlv-.  ,)i  ilic  superior 
t  le^r-uice  of  the  wampum  niade  by  the  1.0:1;',  I  landers  in  the 
year  1G34.  The  Dutcli  and  EngUsh,  boUi  [i,>ni  necessity  and 
convenience,  resorted  to  this  species  of  exi^h.-.n-M^  the  value  of 
which  was  adjusted  by  common  consent  and  •MMKual  usao-e. 

The  religious  notions  of  the  Long  Islauvl  Indians  are  des- 
cribed iii  a  communication  from  the  Ilev.  JSvUnjison  Occom  an 
educated  Indian  minister,  and  published  aui.Mi-r  the  valuable 
collections  of  the  3Iassachusetts  Historical  ^S^n-tciy. 

His  words  are,  Tlicy  hcUeve  in  a  plurii':::!  uf  Gods,  and 
in  one  great  and-sgood  Being,  laho  controls  dl  rest.  Tliry 
lU^ciriscbd'K ve  in  an  Evil  Spirit,  and  lu/rf  iht  ir  cniijnrvrs  or 
paicawsy  This  ceremony  vras  of  so  odious  .1  character  in  the 
opiiiion  of  the  white  people,  that  by  the  Dnk.  '  .  laws  in  10t)5 
it  was  enacted  that  "  uo  Indian  should  he  suffrytd  to  pairo.ic 
or  perform  zcorshij)  to  the  dcrilj  inauij  toini  iriiitin  this  ^0- 
Tcr/uneritJ' 

The  language  of  the  3Iontauk  Indians  is  -aipposcd  to  have 
been  the  same  with  that  of  all  the  Long  lslat,,l  Indians,  and 
diif.-ring  little  from  the  Narragaiisetts  and  othn-  iN«nv-Ln'dand 
tribes. 

It  has  been  contended  that  no  more  than  ( \v<>  oricn'nal  lan- 
guages ever  existed  anioiig  the  American  hhh.m  .  nnrih  of  the 
Jioanoke,  the  Delaware  and  tlie  Iroquois,  ih'-  liinL'iiaires  of 
the  dilferent  tribes  from  Mississippi  to  Nova  N.-,,!!,.  brin'r^  at 
most,  particular  dialects  of  the  Delaware  lani;ii..  •(<,  'J^jio  struc- 
ture of  the  Indian  tongue  is  admitted  to  !>o  diii.  i.-ni  in  many 
respects  from  all  other  known  languages,  aui-h m  ..r  modern. 

Sampson  Occom,  tlie  Indian  clergyman  ab.i\..  named,  was 
born  at  ^Mohegan,  on  the  Thames,  nr-ar  Wm  u  1.  h,  <  onnecticut, 
in  the  year  1723;  and  was  the  hrst  Indian  pniul  (<(iucated  by 
the  Fvev.  ]Mr  Wlieelock,  at  Lebanon,  in  L  i 'J,  .-u  tli,-.  age  of  19 
years,  were  he  remained  four  years.  About  Uk^  v''itr  1755  he 
went  to  -Montauk,  v.dtcre  ho  opened  a  schoi'l,  and  ofllciated  as 
public  teacher  of  the  Indian  tribe  there  and  piraf  hud  also  oc- 
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casionally  to  the  Indians  at  Shiuecock.  He  continued  at 
Montauk  Point  about  10  years.  On  the  29th  of  August,  1759, 
he  was  ordained  by  the  Suflblk  Presbytery.  He  next  eno;aged 
in  a  mission  to  the  Oneidas,  and  continued  with  them  till  he 
accompanied  Mr  Whittaker  to  Europe,  and  was  the  first  Indian 
preacher  who  visited  England.  The  houses  in  which  he 
preached  were  thronged.  Between  February  16,  1766,  and 
July  22j  1767,  he  preached  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
and  between  three  and  four  hundred  sermons.  On  his  return 
from  Europe,  he  remained  awhile  atMofiegan,  whence  he  remov- 
ed, in  17S6,  to  the  Stockbridge  Indians  at  I^rothertown,  Oneida 
County,  ^lany  of  the  Mohegans  and  several  of  the  Montauk 
tribe  accompanied  )iim  to  that  p];u:e,  where  he  died,  in  July, 
1792.  Whili!^  in  England  he  preached  in  tiie  crowded  chapels 
of  London,  and  even  occupied  the  puljiit  of  Vv'hitfield  with  ac- 
ceptance. Tiie  house  in  wiiich  he  formerly  lived,  and  the 
church  in  which  he  preached,  are,  or  were  lately,  standing  at 
Montville,  New  London  County,  (Connecticut. 

Vaul  Cuffee,  another  Indian  preaj^her,  a  man  of  singular 
eloquence,  and  of  very  considerable  powers  of  mind,  formerly 
labored  among  the  Indians  at  Montauk  and  Shinecock  ;  and 
altliongh  not  a  person  of  much  education,  was  a  useful  and  re- 
spectable man.  He  was  buried  nearly  a  mile  west  of  Canoe 
Place,  where  the  Indian  meeting-house  then  stood  ;  and  over 
whose  grave  a  neat  marble  slab  has  been  placed,  upon  which 
is  the  following  inscription  : — 

Erected  by  the  .Missionary  Society  of  New- York,  in 
memory  ot  the  Kev.  Paul  Culk-e,  an  Indian  of  the 
Shinecock  Tribe,  who  was  employed  by  that  Society 
for  the  last  13  years  of  his  Iik;  on  the  eastern  part  of 
Long  Island,  where  lie  labored  witli  fidelity  and  suc- 
cess. 

Humble,  pious,  and  indef itigablo  in  testifying  the  oros- 
pel  of  the  grace  of  God,  lie  fmished  his  course  with 
joy  on  the  7th  day  of  .March,  IS  12,  aged  55  years 
and  3  days."' 

In  Jolmson's  "  Wonder  Workin  o-  Providence,^'  a  book  as  rare 
as  it  is  singuiar,  it  is  s>tated  that  when  the  Englisli  first  com- 
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in«'nce(]  the  settlement  of  Long  Island,  the  Indians  annoyed  them 
iv.ncli  by  the  multitude  of  dog^s  they  kept,  which  ordinarily  were 
y*>a{jL^  wolves  brought  up  tame,  and  continuing  of  a  very  ra- 
vv-nous  nature. 

In  1043;  one  year  before  the  Dutch  war  with  tlie  Indians 
north  of  the  Sound,  the  Governor  made  a  treaty  with  Penno- 
wits,  .Sachem  of  the  Matinecock  Indians;  and  in  1646  made  a 
t.'-t'aty  also  with  Tackapansa,  Sachem  of  the  Marsapeague  tribe, 
and  with  the  representatives  of  rive  others. 

Tiius  the  Dutch  on  the  west,  and  the  English  on  the  east  end 
of  the  island,  maintained  a  firm  and  constant  friendship  with 
the  natives  near  them :  the  consequences  of  which  were  the  most 
Imppy  on  both  sides. 

if 
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The  hope  of  discovering  a  north-west  passage  to  India, 
which  had  long  been  a  lavorite  project  of  the  maritime  powers 
of  Ljirope,  and  as  yet  hardly  abandoned,  was  the  propdung 
UiOtivi^  of  several  voyages  undertaken  by  Henry  Hudson  in  the 
first  part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Two  of  these  voyages 
were  made  in  the  years  1607  and  160S,  in  the  service  of  an 
I'li'jlisli  association,  which,  beins:  at  length  discournged  by  ill 
success,  finally  abandoned  the  enterprise.  On  his  iliiid  voyage 
in  the  service  of  the  Dutch  East  India  Conjpany,  Hudson,  with 
a  picked  crew  of  twenty  men,  partly  English  and  partly  Dutch, 
ran  down  the  coast  from  iNewfoundland  to  35'  4'  N.  lat.,  to 
ascertain  whether  a  passage  to  the  Pacific  might  not  be  fom^d 
through  the  continent  of  North  America.  Retracinir  ins  route, 
he  entered  Dela\vare  Bay  on  the  28th  of  August,  1600,  but  de- 
clined to  explore  it  on  account  of  the  intricacy  of  the  channel. 
I'^'ollowins:  the  eastern  shore  of  New  Jersey,  he  anchored  his 
ship,  the  Half-Moon,"  on  the  3d  of  September,  1609,  within  the 
beach  at  Sandy  Hook  ;  and  after  exploring  the  river  to  Albany, 
airain  put  to  sea,  and  arrived  in  Europe  the  7tli  of  November, 
1609. 

Although  disappointed  in  tlie  main  object  of  the  voyage,  the 
Dutch  Company  believed  they  might  establish  a  profitable  trade 
in  furs  with  the  natives  upon  the  Hudson  Pviver  :  and  repeated 
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voyao^es  were  afterwards  mado,  that  excited  the  ambition  of 
private  adventurers,  which  the  Company  endeavored  to  prevent 
by  obtaining;  a  decree  of  the  Slates  General  in  tlieir  favor, 
thereby  securing  a  monopoly  to  themselves.  This  took  place 
2rth  March,  iG14. 

In  the  service  of  this  Company  Adrian  Block  and  Iiendrick 
Christiance  sailed,  in  the  year  1011,  and  arrivintr  here,  erected  a 
fort  and  a  few  dwellina-s  upon  Manliattan  Island  or  its  neigh- 
borhood by  consent  of  the  natives.  Tiie  former  of  these  navi- 
gators ni'st  sailed  through  Hell  Gate,  and  passing  the  Sound 
in  his  way  to  Boston,  gave  name  to  Bloclc  Island,  and  disco- 
vered Long  Island  to  be  entirely  surroundt-d  by  water. 

An  alliance  was  inimodinteiy  formed  between  the  Dutcli  and 
Indians  as  an  iudispensable  ];re-reqnisite  to  the  safety  of  the  in- 
fant settlement,  and  to  ensure  to  tlK'in>cl\'<js  the  full  benefit  of  an 
established  trade.  A^et,  as  tlie  main  oljject  of  the  Company  was 
the  commercial  advantages  to  be  derived  from  tlie  fur  trade, 
little  was  done  for  some  yenrs  in  the  Vv^ay  of  colonization  and 
settlement  of  the  country. 

In  1621  tlie  great  West  India  Company  was  formed  in  Hol- 
land, sustained  by  the  wenlih  uiul  |)0wer  of  tiie  /Slates  Gene- 
ral:' Tlie  Ibrmer  lieensi  d  fradmg  Company  was  merged  in 
this,  which  gave  great  additional  means  and  lacilities  for 
peopling  tbic  country  with  emigrants  from  Holland.  And  to 
this  circumstance  may  be  ascribed  the  first  successful  attempts 
of  the  Dutch  to  ])l;int  colonics  in  Amr-i  ica. 

In  1623  and  1621  the  Company  Jitied  out  tvv^o  ships  for  New 
Amsterdam,  as  New- York  veas  then  called,  in  one  of  which  came 
Peter  Minuit.  the  first  director  general  or  governor  of  the  New 
Netherlands. 

Altliough  the  history  of  this  inleresting  era  is  very  defective, 
in  consequence  of  a  want  of  dt)cnnn'ntary  evidence,  yet  enough 
has  been  preserved  to  exhibit  the  manner  in  which  tlie  settle- 
ment of  the  country  ^radnaJly  prcLH'-  ssed  from  the  first  rude 
beginnings  to  the  estaldi^lmient  of  reoidar  novcrnment,  and  a 
commerce  of  considerable  f-xtent  arul  importance. 

The  West  huiia  (Company  had  l)y  llieir  cb;irter  an  exclusive 
right  to  tnide  to  America  for  twenty- four  years,  and  the  governor 
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field  his  commission  by  their  appointment.    Tlie  Dutch  mad<'  .i 
purcliase  of  land  upon  the  island  called  i\Ianhattan  in 
and  f^ave  to  the  settlement  the  name  of  New  xVmsterdam,  and  to 
the  country  generally  New  Netherlands  ;  by  wliich  appellations 
they  continued  to  be  known  till  the  conquest  by  the  Enc^lish, 

Kins'  James,  about  the  same  time,  granted  a  patent  to  the  Lon- 
don Company,  under  which  they  laid  claim  to  New-York. 
Tlie  Dutch  and  English  both  claimed  Long  Island  upon  the 
ground  of  prior  discovery  of  the  country,  it  having  been  a  prin- 
ciple generally  adopted  by  the  European  powers,  or  a  part  of 
the  convential  law  of  nations,  that  new  discoveries  should  enure 
to  the  nation  under  whose  authority,  or  by  whose  citizens  they 
were  made.  And  it  was  alleged  by  the  English,  that  Sebas- 
tian Cabot  hadj^while  in  their  service,  discovered  the  whole  of 
?\orl{i  America  from  thirty  to  fifty-eight  degrees  of  north  lati- 
tude ;  tliat  many  voyages  had  been  made  to  diilcrent  parts 
of  the  coast  by  English  navigators  previous  to  tiie  year  ; 
and  that  King  .Tames  liad,by  letters  patent,  in  that  year  grant- 
ed all  tliat  part  of  th.e  contment  between  31  and  45  degrees  of 
liorth  latitude  to  Sir  Thomas  Gates  and  others,  with  pcrnn'ssion 
to  divide  tliemselves  into  two  companies  ;  the  first  to  be  called 
tlic  London  Company,  and  the  other  the  Plymouth  Compeiny. 

In  consequence  of  these  coiulicting  claims  of  territory,  both 
powers  endeavored  to  strengthen  tlicn*  authority  by  cncourao;- 
ing  and  extending  their  settlements  upon  this  continent.  The 
Engnsh,  however,  mostly  confined  their  operafii'us  to  Nevr 
England;  Mdiilc  the  Dutch  claimed  New- York  and  Tsew  Jersey, 
and  even  the  country  as  far  east  as  Connecticut  iiivcr. 

AVonter  Yan  Twiller,  tlie  first  Dutch  governor  (so  c(dled)  of 
the  Nev.'  Netherlands,  assumed  the  administration  in  the  year 
1629,  and  continued  in  authority  till  1033.  .Authentic  }]is- 
tory  presents  little  account  of  the  administration  ol'  this  gentle- 
man ;  but  a  work  of  exquisite  humor,  in  whicli  fiction  builds 
upon  the  ground-work  of  truth,  has  fully  amplified  his  renown  ; 
and  the  name  of  Dicdricli  Knickerbocker,  his  panegyrist,  will 
for  ever  remind  posterity  of  tlic  imperturbable  gravity  and  un- 
utterable ponderings  of    Walter  the  Doubter." 

During  his  administration,  settlements  began  to  be  made  in 
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Kind's  County,  and  near  its  close,  or  very  soon  after,  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Suffolk,  parLicul':!rly  Southampton  and  South- 
old.  The  respective  settlements  under  the  Dutch  and  English 
in  the  several  tov/ns^  were  nearly  coteniporaneous,  and  were' 
all  considerably  advanced  witinn  the  period  of  forty  years  ; 
althouo'h  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  union  or  com- 
bination among  them  till  the  formation  of  Ridings  at  the  con- 
quest in  IbG  1.  In  the  Dutch  towns  the  lands  were  chiefly,  if 
not  universally,  purchased  in  the  first  instance  from  the  natives 
by  the  governor,  and  by  him  giMiited  out  to  individuals  or  com- 
panies ;  but  in  tlie  En;:Iish  towns  within  the  Dutch  territory, 
the  lands  v^'cre  procured  by  the  ilr-t  iclilcrs  inmicdiately  from 
the  Sachems  and  liead  men  of  the  scvrrnl  Indian  tribes  ;  and 
in  the  territory/  independent  of  the  Dutch,  the  lands  were  bought 
from  the  natives,  (oriirinally  wiih  il>-j  consent  oftlie  agent  of 
the  Earl  of  Stirling,)  and  uUcrw-nas  by  their  own  free  con- 
tract with  the  natives.  In  tiic  ca.>e  of  grants  to  companies 
from  the  Dutch  governoi-j  the  binds  wore  subsequently  divided 
among  the  individual  inhabitants  by  lot ;  and  in  all  other  cases 
of  purchase,  individua.ls  were  deemed  entitled  to  a  quantity  of 
land  in  proportion  to  the  amount  paid  by  each  toward  the 
purchase  thcreolj  or  the  expense  of  the  patent  by  which  it 
was  confirmed.  xVnd  long  aiter  tli-j  .settlements  of  the  several 
English  towns,  in  the  distribuiion  of  i!ie  common  lands  of  the 
town;  the  number  of  axros  ap[/ortioned  to  each  individual  was 
in  exact  ratio  with  the  sum  conirujUttMl  to  the  original  pur- 
chase, or  to  the  expenses  incid'-nt  to  obtaining  of  patents,  or 
other  charges  of  a  public  nature.  I'hus,  in  the  town  of  Hemp- 
stead the  portions  allotted  to  the  !nfi!vidu;il  iniuibitiints  differed 
from  ten  to  two  hundred  acres,  hi  a  few  instances  large  and 
valuable  tracts  were  purclia.sed  by  associations  of  individuals 
for  themselves,  and  have  remained  j^rivate  property  ever  since. 
Sucli  is  the  case  v.-ith  the  lands  of  .Montauk  and  Siiinecock. 
A  few  towns  liave  at  the  jMe;>ent  rime  large  (juantities  of  com- 
mon lands,  which  are  only  in!pro\cd  ;ts  a  connnon  pasturage, 
or  for  cutting  the  grass.  The  town  of  Jama.ica  possesses  a 
considerable  tre.-'i  ol  common  mcadov/s,  which  are  rented  out 
for  die  benefit  of  the-  Io-ai!,  or  cut  by  the  Uihabitants  themselves  ; 
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Xhv  *«;rne  is  the  case  in  the  towu  of  Oyster  Bay  ;  and  the  town 
i.i  n':inj).-^tcad  has  now  more  thaa  twenty  thousand  acres  of 
n]>!.i{id  and  meadow,  used  as  public  commons,  and  continuing 
}ii  a  state  of  nature.  The  Enghsh  settlers,  as  weli  under  the 
Dutch  jurisdiction  as  otlierwise,  were  originally  iniitcd  in  tlieir 
religious  creeds  and  opinions,  and  were  generally  t'nose  contain- 
ed in  the  confession  of  faith  adopted  by  the  Assembly  of  Divines 
at  Westminster  in  1642.  Among  them  the  Congregational 
form  of  church  government  prevailed  till  the  year  X747,  v/hen 
the  Presbyterian  order  vv^as  adopted  as  most  likely  to  preserve 
purity  of  doctrine  and  a  more  efficient  discipline.  In  sonic  of 
the  towns  a  minister  was  among  the  first  settlers,  and  the  or- 
ganization of  churches  was  deenied  a  matter  of  primary  imj)or- 
tance.  In  the  Dutch  towns  the  governor  claimed  the  right  of 
licensing  ministers,  by  wliich  lie  virtually  assumed  to  be  llie 
head  of  the  church,  or  tlie  source  of  ecclesiastical  authority. 
Many  symptoms  of  superstition  and  a  spirit  of  intolerance  were 
early  manifested,  but  not  to  the  same  extent  as  in  sonie  parts 
of  New  I'^ngland.  ^riiose  wlio  were  deemed  heretics,  were  ob- 
jected to  by  all,  amonn-  vvdiom  the  peaceable  and  unotrending 
(.Quaker  was  included.  They  seem  to  have  been  equally  discoun- 
tenanced by  the  ] )iUch  and  English  ;  and  in  some  mstances 
tliey  were  treated  with  no  small  severity.  Dnriiig  the  adminis- 
tration of  (  iovernor  Stuyvesant,  a  very  respectable  Uiember  oi  the 
Society  of  Friends  was  even  apprehended  and  traM>}KUted  a 
prisoner  to  Holland,  for  trial  as  a  heretic  ;  and  sorn  .•  years  after 
that,  a  Quaker  preacher  was  confnied  ni  the  jail  of  Queen's 
County,  for  more  than  twelve  months,  for  a  similar  (e^l'-  nce.  ic 
may  be  said  that  this  species  of  persecution,  has  e.xi>ted  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent  in  all  ages  :  but  the  incon>i.--iency  seems 
the  more  apparent,  and  the  inconL;ruily  greater,  with  those  who 
for  conscience  salce  had  tied  from  tyranny  and  oppression  in 
a  foreign  country,  and  souglit  an  asyhnn  in  this,  where  they 
migfit  enjoy  entirely  unmolested  the  most  perfect  Ireedom, 
civil  and  religious.  Even  these,  with  all  their  professed  zeal  lor 
equality  and  justice,  could  jierseeute  in  tlieir  turn,  and  attempt 
to  expel  from  the  pale  of  society  and  fellowship  tlie  simple- 
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hearted  Quaker,  who  craved  only  the  privilege  of  thinking  for 
hinfiscifj  and  imparting  his  opinions  freely  to  others. 

The  States  General  of  the  United  Belgic  Provinces,  in  their 
grant  to  the  Dutch  West  India  Company  in  1G21,  reserved  to 
themselves  the  power  of  commissioning  the  governor  whom 
they  should  appoint.  Tlie  object  was  a  politic  one,  and  intend- 
ed to  connect  the  interest  of  the  Company  with  that  of  the 
mother  country,  and  by  their  influence  and  authority  to  secure 
a  partial  control  at  least  over  the  colony  ;  and  hi  1623,  when  the 
Company  fitted  out  twosliips  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  trade 
here.  Peter  Minuit  was  sent  out  by  them  under  the  title  of  Direc- 
tor-general of  New  Netherlands,  which  was,  in  lact,  but  another 
name  for  governor  ;  and  witii  him  came  a  colony  of  Walloons, 
some  of  whom,  it  is  supposed,  settled  on  the  west  end  of  Long 
•Island,  andffrom  whom  the  M^/al-hocfu,  now  called  the  Wall- 
about^  received  its  name.  Slaves  were  mtroduced  here  as  early 
as  1G2G,  if  not  sooner;  and  tlie  Dutch  carried  on  a  traffic  in 
slaves  between  Africa  and  Virginia.  Some  were  even  carried 
there  in  1620  in  Duicli  vessels. 

William  Kieft  succeeded  Wonter  Van  Twiller  as  governor  of 
New  Netherlands  in  1638,  and  rcn.nined  in  office  for  the  space 
of  nine  years.  During  his  admini^iration  he  was  beset  with 
difficulties  of  every  kind.  Tlie  Su-t'(L;-s.  he  conceived,  encroach- 
ed upon  him  at  the  south  and  the  Ktiglish  on  the  east ;  while  in 
.  the  years  lG-15  and  G  lie  was  involved  in  extensive  wars 
with  the  Indians,  both  upon  Lonir  Lland  and  the  'Main.  To- 
ward the  close  of  his  administration  was  Ibught  the  fj-rcat  bat- 
tle of  Strickland's  Plain,  with  great  slaughter  on  both  sides.  In 
May,  1617,  Peter  Stuyvesant,  a  brave  old  officer,  was  commis- 
sioned governor,  and  speedily  restored  peace  with  the  Jiostile 
Indians.  He  also  made  such  arrangements  witii  the  United 
Colonies  of  New  England  as  to  maintain  a  tolerable  good 
understanding  with  them  throughout  his  administration.  He 
remained  in  the  otTice  of  governor  till  the  conquest  in  1G64. 
All  the  powers  of  government — executive,  Ic^ishitive  and  judi- 
cial— were  vested  in  him  and  his  council.  lie  directly  or  indi- 
rectly appointed  or  co  nrnissioned  all  the  public  oilicers,  framed 
he  laws,  and  decided  all  important  controversies.     He  more- 
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ovrr  heard  all  appeals  from  subordinate  magistrates,  and  requir- 
«xi  them  to  send  such  cases  as  were  dependiiiir  betore  t!icni  to 
tho  coiinc:!,  to  be  decided  as  they  saw  iit.  In  April.  IGOi),  the 
governor  ordered  the  magistrates  of  Rusdorpe  (Jamaica)  to  reter 
a  certain  cause,  then  pending  before  theni;  to  the  council,  to 
bo  heard  and  determined  ;  and  the  magistrates  of  Middie- 
burcrh  (Xevnown)  on  another  occasion  were  required  to  do 
likewise.  He  also  ordered  churches  to  be  built,  he  installed 
ministers,  and  even  directed  them  when  and  where  to  preach. 
He  excluded  those  whose  tenets  he  did  not  approve,  and  final- 
ly assurr.ed  and  exercised  the  sole  prerogative  over  the  public 
lands.  T::e  Indian  title  was  extinguished  by  him,  and  no  pur- 
chase could  be  made  of  the  natives  without  his  leave  and  ap- 
probation. He  granted  out  at  his  pleasure,  to  individ.uals  or 
companies,  parcels  of  land  for  settlement  and  cultivation,  sub- 
ject to  such  conditions  and  payments  as  he  thought  proper  to 
impose.  And  from  the  frequent  complaints  made  by  ih'^  dele- 
t^at(,-s  of  ilie  diilerent  towns,  it  appears  that  he  exercised  the  [»re- 
ro:^ative  in  a  capricious  and  arbitrary  manner ;  refusing  lands 
to  some,  and  making  large  and  extravagant  grants  to  others, 
his  favorites  and  political  partisans.  The  Dutch  towns  seem 
to  liave  t«:-en  settled  by  degrees,  and  witliout  any  previous  con- 
cert of  r.dividuals,  or  without  any  immediate  organization  of 
courts  f  'f  administering  justice.  Nor  does  it  seem  that  they 
e?itered  into  any  arrangement  for  self-government,  hvil  left  eve- 
ry thmc  to  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  governor,  whoa;  >point- 
cd  otricer?  of  different  kinds  in  the  several  villages,  u  sih  more 
or  less  rower,  and  without  any  unitbrmity  as  to  their  r:inuher, 
title,  or  duration  of  ofrice.  As  population  increased,  tlie  p-vople 
were  peruutte^dto  nominate  magistrates,  to  be  approved  of  by  the 
govern  ?r  :  bu:  their  powers  were  not  defined  by  any  general  law, 
and  therrf^re  their  acts  frequently  became  matter  of  complaint. 
In  1661  the  governor  established  a  new  court,  with  greater  and 
more  driuue  auihority  thaii  before.  Tiie  magistrates  subse- 
quently cLr-sen  and  approved,  were  autliorized  to  decide  con- 
troversies r-fiween  master  and  servant,  seller  and  buyer,  landlord 
a!id  to:i.^::t:  :.nd  to  take  cognizance  of  all  breaches  of  tlie  peace 
and  o:hir  ruisdemeanors ;    the  Dutch  courts  g.enerally  pro- 
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ceeding  according  to  tlie  maxiius  and  principles  of  the  '•civil 
law,"  whicli  may  properly  be  called  the  "  common  law"  of  the 
Dutch  empire. 

The  English,  who  settled  the  towns  of  Gravesend,  Newtown, 
Flushing,  Jamaica,  and  Hempstead,  became,  from  unavoidable 
necessity,  though  very  reluctantly,  Dutch  subjects  ;  but  were  al- 
lowed to  hold  lands,  enjoy  liberty  of  conscience,  and  employ  their 
own  ministers  ;  yet  in  their  choice  of  magistrates  it  was  requir- 
ed that  the  approbation  of  the  governor  should  be  obtained,  to 
authorize  them  to  discharge  the  duties  ot  their  office.  Hemp- 
stead and  Gravesend  were  incorporated  towns,  vet  the  assent  of 
the  governor  was  equally  required  to  sanction  their  election  of 
magistrates,  althous^h  it  was  alleged  to  be  mere  matter  ©f  form. 
They  were  also  authorized  by  tlieir  charters  to  elect  a  scout 
(or  constable),  and  a  clerk  or  recorder,  to  take  and  preserve  the 
minutes  of  town  proceeding's.  The  magistrates  were  vested 
with  full  power  to  try  causes,  civil  and  criminal,  with  a  limited 
jurisdiction  as  to  the  amount  in  controversy  and  the  nature  of 
the  crime;  and  to  make  ordinances  or  by-laws  for  the  welfare 
and  good  government  of  the  towns  respectively.  Flushing 
was  also  partially  iiicorporatid,  but  restricted  by  its  charter 
from  electing  any  oilier  otiicer  than  a  scout  or  constable,  with 
power  to  preserve  good  order,  heal  ditrerences  between  neigh- 
bors, and  report  all  important  eases  to  the  governor  for  his 
consideration  and  decision.  This  town  was  afterwards  en- 
dowed with  the  power  of  nominating  rilagistrates,  like  tlie  other 
towns  ;  and  such  was  the  case  with  tiic  towns  of  Newtown  and 
Jamaica. 

The  general  practice  in  those  towns  subject  to  the  authority 
of  the  Dutch,  was  for  tlie  people  to  choose  double  the  number 
of  persons  required,  out  of  whom  the  governor  selected  and 
commissioned  those  who  should  serve  as  magistrates.  In  those 
towns  whicli  were  independent  of  the  ]>atch,  they  elected  an- 
nually a  certain  number  of  oiiicers,  whom  they  denominated 
townsmen;  whose  duty  it  was  to  suj-enntcnd  the  ])ubh'c  con- 
cerns of  the  town,  and  to  take  cognizance  of  alt  trespasses  upon 
the  town  lands.  Tiiey,  moreover,  were  associatt-d  with  the 
magistrates  in  making  such  prudential  rules  and  regulations 
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r<  t-mr  rnritually  considered  the  public  good  required,  (except 
vuc!i  as  related  to  the  admission  of  settlers  and  the  disposition 
oi'  lands),  but  which  were  to  be  submitted  to  the  consideration 
cMlie  people  in  town  meeting,  to  be  approved  or  disallowed  by 
tiiem.  The  authority  of  the  townsmen,  as  well  as  of  the  jus- 
tices, extended  to  such  matters  as  concerned  the  police  of  the 
ttVs\'ns  ;  and  certain  minor  duties,  such  as  related  to  the  making 
and  repairing  offences,  prcsoibing  the  time  and  manner  of  feed- 
iniT  the  common  lands,  planting  the  common  fields,  vtc.  The 
towns  in  SulTolk  County  were  not  subject  to  the  control  of  any 
colony,  nor  had  they  any  political  connection  with  each  other 
before  the  conquest,  except  certain  conventional  agreements 
fjr  specific  purposes.  Being  too  remote  from  Europe  to  derive 
any  protection  from  that  quarter,  and  witiiout  political  alliances 
he.e,  tlie  wfole  power  of  government  was  retained  by  and 
vested  in  the  primary  assemblies  of  the  ])eople  ;  being  an  in- 
stance ol  a  ])nre  democracy,  and  which,  apjjarenlly,  ansv/ered 
all  the  ends  of  aovernment  in  those  days  of  ancient  simplicity. 
Tiiey  elected  magistrates  and  other  civil  oillcers,  and  estalilis'ned 
courts,  winch  decided  causes  with  or  without  the  intervention 
of  a  jury,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  court,  subject  to 
the  ultimate  decision  of  thic  town  meeting,  called  the  General 
Court,  ii' cither  party  was  dissntislied  with  the  determination  of 
the  court  below.  The  patents,  or  ground  briels,  issued  by  the 
Dutch  governors,  were  made  by  authority  of  the  mother  coun- 
try, and  usually  commenced  as  follows:  "We,  director  and 
council  residing  in  New  Netherlands,  on  the  Island  of 
]Manliattan.  under  the  government  of  their  High  .Alin-hn'iu  sses 
the  Lords,  the  States  General  of  the  United  Netlierlands,  and 
the  privileged  West  India  Company,"  ike.  The  lirst  patents 
enrolled  bear  date  one  year  after  the  arrival  of  Governor  Van 
Twiller  ;  but  there  are  no  records  remainin<j;  in  the  Secretary's 
office  of  the  proceedings  ot'  the  Dutch  Government  during  his 
administration.  In  IblO.  or  a  little  before,  a  few  English  emi- 
grants attempted  a  settlement  at  Oyster  Bay  ;  but  the  Dutch 
were  so  jealous  of  them,  that  Governor  Keift  sent  a  scout  with 
a  few  soldiers,  took  some  prisoners,  and  broke  up  the  settle- 
ment.   The  character  of  his  Excellency  is  represented  as  rash. 
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and  disposed  likewise  to  tyrannize  over  those  whom  he  was 
appointed  to  govern.  lie  is  said  sometimes  to  have  sported 
with  the  rights  of  the  people,  by  rejecting,  without  reason,  the 
names  of  magistrates  presented  for  his  approbaiion  from  mere 
wantonness  and  caprice,  as  was  the  case  also  with  Ids  successor. 
The  government  was  neither  suited  to  the  people,  or  calculated 
to  afford  them  adequate  protection.  The  laws  were  imperfect, 
and  many  of  them  not  at  all  adapted  to  the  exigency  of  the 
times  ;  and  to  aggravate  the  matter,  the  governor  and  council 
were  either  indisposed  or  incompetent  to  remedy  many  import- 
ant delects  in  the  adminisiration  of  civil  and  criminal  justice. 
The  sense  of  public  insecurity  in  time  produced  a  spirit  of 
general  discontent,  and  the  people,  with  great  unanimity,  re- 
solved to  state  their  grievances  to  the  governor,  and  to  demand 
redress.  Accordingly,  tlie  buriz-omasiers  of  New  Amsterdam 
called  upon  the  several  Dutch  towns  to  send  delegates  to  a 
convention  in  that  city  on  the  2i'Ah  of  ?soveniber,  1653.  They 
met,  and  adjourned  to  the  1  Ilh  oT December  following ;  at  wliicli 
time  delegates  from  the  city,  from  Brooklyn.  Flatbush,  Flatlands, 
Gravesend,  Newtown,  Flushino-,  an'd  liempstead  met ;  and 
after  mutual  consultation  and  discussion  of  various  matters, 
adopted  a  remonstrance,  whicli  was  ably  drawn  up,  and  ex- 
pressed in  spirited  but  decent  language.  The  followhig  ex- 
tract from  this  ancient  document  contains  the  most  material 
parts  of  it,  and  shows  suliiciently,  that  even  in  that  day  the  peo- 
ple had  not  only  intelligence  enough  to  understand  their  rights, 
but  knew  also  the  legitimaic  ol)jccts  of  civil  government. 

"To  the  Honorable  Director  General  and  Council  of  New 
Netherlands  togetlier,  to  tlie  Council  of  the  high  and  mighty 
Lords,  the  States-General  of  the  United  Provinces  : — 

"The  humble  remonstrance  and  petition  of  liie  colonics  and 
villages  in  the  province  of  New  Netherland,  liumbly  show  :• 

"  We  acknowled2:e  a  paternal  government,  which  God  and 
Nature  has  established  in  the  world  for  the  maintenance  and 
preservation  of  peace,  and  the  wellare  of  men,  not  only  prin- 
cipally in  conformity  to  the  laws  of  nature,  but  according  to 
the  law  and  precepts  of  God,  to  which  we  consider  ourselves 
obliged  by  his  word,  and  therefore  submit  to  it.    The  Lord 
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r.')r  G'xi  having  invested  their  high  IMightinesses  the  Str-i<-x- 
(J 'fienil,  as  his  ministers,  with  tlie  pov/erto  promote  tlie  weltnrf; 
ot"  their  subjects,  as  well  of  those  residing  within  the  United 
Provinces  as  of  those  at  this  side  of  the  sen,  which  we  grate- 
fully acknowledge  ;  and  having  commissioned  in  the  same 
view  some  subaltern  magistrates,  and  clothed  them  with  au- 
thority to  promote  the  same  end,  as  are  the  IiOrds  Directors 
of  the  privileged  ^Vest  India  Company,  whom  we  acknowledge 
as  lords  and  patroons  of  this  place,  next  to  your  Lordships,  as 
being  their  rei)resentatives. 

"We  settled  here  on  a  mutual  agreement  and  contract  with 
tlie  lord  patroons,  with  the  consent.of  the  natives,  who  were  tlie 
first  proprietors  of  these  lauds  ;  of  whom  we  purchased  tlie  soil  at 
our  own  expense,  and  transformed  a  wilderness,  with  immense 
labor,  into  : .  few  small  villages  and  Uiany  cultivated  fu-nss, 
encouraged  by  the  privileges  which  we  obtained,  and  whose 
preservation  is  dear  to  us. 

''The  deep  honiage  and  profound  respect  which  we  feel  for 
the  Government  of  the  Uniicd  .Netherlands,  consisting  (uid  co- 
agulated from  various  nations  of  the  world  :  That  we,  leaving 
at  our  own  exjjense,  our  country  and  countrymen,  voluntarily 
clioose  to  submit  to  their  protection,  and  beincr  uow  immatricu- 
lated  in  their  bndy  under  our  sovereigii,  the;  higli  and  Uiighty 
lords,  the  States-General  whom  we  ax-iaiowledge : 

"  Tills  being  considered,  we  humbly  solicit  that  tins  our  r».'- 
monstrance  and  petition  may  be  received  and  well  coii>tiutd, 
without  being-  misinterpreted." 

The  remonstrance  then  sets  forth  tlieir  apprelien  lous-  of  an 
arbitrary  government  being  estabhshed,  reridering  lite  and  ]?ro- 
perty  unsafe.  Tliat  injustice  towards  the  n;itjvi\s  might  lead 
them  to  conimit  outrages  upon  them.  That  oiiicers  are  ap- 
pointed contrary  to  law,  and  v/ithout  the  choice  of  the  people. 
That  many  obsolete  laws  are  liable  to  l)e  put  in  lorce,  by 
which  many  may  be  cx])Osed  to  dani^cr  without  knowing  it. 
That  much  delay  hath  occurred  in  the  execution  of  grants  to 
those  who  had  right  to  expect  them.  That  large  tracts  of  land 
are  conveyed  to  favored  individuals,  to  the  injury  of  others. 
Tlicy  then  conclude  as  follows  : 

11 
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"As  we  exert  ourselves  to  reduce  all  our  griefs  to  six  points, 
in  the  liope  they  will  soon  be  redressed  afrrceiible  to  the  pri- 
vileges of  oar  country,  when  all  discontents  shall  cease,  a  mu- 
tual harmony  be  restored  and  our  anxiety  relieved. 

''We  apply,  therefore,  to  your  wisdom  to  heal  our  sicknesses 
and  pains.  We  shall  remain  thankt\il,  and  consider  any  fur- 
ther application  needless,  as  we  should  otherwise  be  compelled 
to  do. 

"Upon  which,  humbly  soliciting  your  Honors'  answer  on 
every  point  or  article,  in  such  a  nianncr  that  wo  may  remain 
satisfied,  or  proceed  further,  ^c.  as  God  siiall  direct  our  steps.'' 
''Your  Honors'  suppliant  Servants, 

"  A  R  E  N  T   Ya  N  1 1 A  T  T  E  N , 

Martin  Creiger, 
P.  L.  Yander  Girst, 
Frederick  1^1  iuu:rson, 
Paulus  Yandkr  }*eek, 
William  Beek'man, 
John  IIick.s, 
Tor  I  AS  Fi  .EK^, 
Robert  Coe, 
Thomas  Ha'/^vrd, 
William  AN"a^!ihorn, 
John  Somi:r>', 
Peter  Wol v e rton, 
Jan.  Stryjveii, 
Thomas  P}:neu  it, 
E L B E R t  I". r  n r, r t son, 
Thomas  Sriout, 
George  Baxtkk. 
James  Hubb.vf.d, 

"Done  Dec.  il,  1653." 
To  this  remonstrance  tlie  governor  and  council  gave  no  for- 
mal answer  to  the  deputies,  but  cntnred  a  rejjly  upon  their 
minutes;  denied  the  right  of  some  of  tlie  town*-  to  send  depu- 
ties, particularly  Brooklyn,  Flatbush,  and  i'hit lands  ;  and  pro- 
tested against  the  meeting.    Jn  their  observations,  the  gover- 
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ll^T  :i\v\  council  reflect  much  on  the  English  as  the  authors  of 
t);','  |.ul)lic  discoateuts,  and  especially  upon  George  Baxter  from 
tlr.ivesend.  to  whom  they  evidently  impute  the  draft  of  the  re- 
iji  instrance. 

Of  Baxter  and  Hubbard  it  is  ascertained  that  Baxter  had 
been  an  ensign,  and  James  Hubbard  a  sergeant  in  the  Britisli 
service,  and  are  so  named  in  the  charter  of  Gravesend.  They 
seem  bot!i  to  have  been  men  of  talents  and  capacity,  and  were 
generally  entrusted  with  the  management  of  the  alTairs  of  that 
town.  In  1642  Governor  Kieft  appointed  the  former  his  "  FJn- 
ghsli  secretary  to  Vv^ite  his  letters,  with  a  salary  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  guilders  a  year,  in  consideration  of  his  talents  and 
jrnowleJge  of  the  English  language,  cuid  of  the  laioJ''  He  was 
aj>i)0!nlcd  by  Governor  Stuyvesant  himself  one  of  the  commis- 
sicnj-.-rs  w'lo  negotiated  the  treaty  of  Hartford  in  1G50.  He  h;vd 
bwu  (>duca>2d  in  the  principles  of  FJnglish  hberty,  and  could 
not  thc-refore  countenance  the  tyranny  of  tlie  Duich  governor; 
his  opposition  to  which  rrjade  iiim  the  victim  of  l:^xccutive  pe;r- 
S'jculion,  and  it  is  supposed  lie  was  obli^jod  to  leave  the  country 
to  escape  tlic  resentm-^'iit  of  the  government.  On  the  1 3th  of  De- 
cem!)er.  1653,  the  deputies  presented  another  remonstrance,  in 
which  t!iey  declared  that  if  tliey  could  not  obtain  redress  or 
prof.-nioii  froui  tlie  governor  and  council,  i!jey  must  appeal  to 
their  snT)'jriors  in  tiie  NttherUmds.  Tliis  so  irritated  Stuyve- 
sant, tliat  with  true  Dutch  resolution,  he  ordered  tijum  "  to  dis- 
perse, and  not  to  assemble  again  upon  such  a  busine  -s.'' 

At  this  period  the  country  was  overrun  with  robber-,  and 
there  appeared  to  the  inliabitants,  who  suffered  by  th«  ir  depre- 
dations, no  mode  of  obtaining  either  reH'jf  or  proleciion.  A.s 
t!ie  only  alternative,  the  magistrates  of  Brooklyn,  j  'latbush  and 
Fladands,  united  in  forming  a  military  company  against  rob- 
bers and  pirates,'^  and  established  a  patrole  in  each  village, 
April  7,  1654.  On  the  day  following,  tlie  governor  issued  liis 
proclamation  a^^ainst  certain  robbers,  whom  he  states  had 
been  banished  t>om  N^ivv  England,  and  were  wandering  about 
on  Eo!)g  Island.'" 

1:1  tile  same  year  the  governor  refused  to  confirm  the  elec- 
tion of  Baxter  and  Hubbard,  who  had  been  chosen  magistrates 
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for  Gravesend;  altliough  they  were  among  the  original  patoii- 
tees  of  the  town,  had  often  previously  bL'cn  elected  to  the  office 
of  magistrate,  and  enjoyed  the  highest  conlidence  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens in  every  situation. 

The  rejection  of  these  gentiemen  excited  so  great  a  ferment 
in  Gravesend.  that  the  governor  found  it  necessary  to  go  there 
personally  to  appease  it.  It  is  stated  in  thic  records  of  Novem- 
ber 23d5  1654,  that  the  Governor  went  to  Gravesend,  and  to 
effect  his  purpose  was  obliged  to  avail  himself  of  the  influence 
of  Lady  Aloody,  a  connection  of  Sir  i  fcnry  Moody,  and  one  of 
the  original  patentees  of  that  town.  Me  conceded  the  nomina- 
tion of  tlie  magistrates  for  that  year  to  her ;  and  her  popularity 
reconciled  the  people  to  so  extraorduuuy  a  measure,  and  pro- 
duced submission  to  the  arbitrary  act  of  his  Excellency. 

Of  Go\^eruor  Stuyvesanf.  it  is  ob.-ervcd  by  Judge  Benson, 
"  That  he  was  of  tlie  profession  of  arms,  and  had  lost  a  leg  in  the 
service,  which  was  supplied  by  one  of  wood.  His  skill  and 
experience  must  have  been  very  useful  to  him,  as  he  was  in- 
cessantly vexed  with  tlic  marauding  clans  of  the  ]Mohegan  fa- 
mily upon  his  New  England  possessions.  He  was  in  great 
ditliculty  with  the  Swedes  on  the  Delaware  ;  and  his  neigh- 
bors on  the  Connecticut  Kiver  were  also  a  great  source  of  trou- 
ble and  perplexity,  in  tine,"  says  the  Judge,  the  whole  of  his 
duties  and  his  character  being  cou^-^idered,  it  may  be  questioned 
whether  the  chief  mogistracy  among  us  iuis  ever  been  confided 
to  an  individual  of  greater  worth.'' 

In  consequence  of  disinUes  bciw«-(  ii  the  English  and  Dutch 
about  the  boundaries  of  their  respective  territories,  commission- 
ers from  both,  met  at  Karttbrd,  September  19,  1650.  and  agreed, 
among  other  things,  as  follows: — That  upon  Long  Island  a 
line  run  from  the  westernmost  piirt  of  Oyster  Bay,  and  so  in  a 
straight  and  direct  line  to  the  s  'a,  shall  be  the  bounds  between 
the  English  and  Dutch  there;  the  easterly  part  to  belong  to 
the  English,  and  tfie  westernmost  part  to  the  Dutch."  This 
instrument  will  be  found  at  b-nijth  iu  our  Appendix.  In  pur- 
suance of  this  determination,  it  v/as  further  ordcin  d  At  a  ses- 
sion of  the  General  Assembly  at  Hartford,  March  10,  1663: — 
<«This  Court  have  voted  Mr.  "Wynys  and  Mr.  31atthew  Al- 
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Ivn  to  !X0  over  to  Lens:  Island,  to  settle  government  on  the  west 
<-iid  of  the  island,  according  to  the  agreement  at  Hempstead  m 
February  last ;  anJ  those  gentlemen  are  desired  to  issue  the 
in.itter  tunxt  J.  Scott  and  Bloomer  ;  and  they  are  further  de- 
sired to  take  in  with  them  the  assistance  of  the  con:imissioners 
in  those  towns,  for  the  regulating  of  any  disturbances,  as  occa- 
sion is  presented. 

"A  true  copy  from  the  public  records  of  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut.  Examined  this  Sth  of  August,  1664,  by 
"  George  Wyllys,  Secretary.''' 
The  government  of  Connecticut,  after  the  receipt  of  their 
charter  in  1662,  asserted  their  right  to  the  whole  of  Long  Is- 
land, as  appears  by  the  proceedings,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy. 

At  a  General  Assembly  held  at  Hartford,  May  the  12(h,  106  1, 
for  election, 

"  Win^reas,  his  Majesty  hath  been  graciously  pleased  to  con- 
firm unto  this  colony,  by  cliarter,  all  that  part  of  liis  dominions 
in  Now  Ivi'^^land,  l)aunded,  as  in  the  said  charter  is  expres.>Ld, 
with  the  islands  adjoimng. 

"  ''J'his  Court  doth  declare,  that  they  claim  Lons^  Island  for  one 
of  tiiose  adjoining  islands,  expressed  in  the  charier,  excej)t  a 
precedent  rii^ht  doth  ap[)ear,  approved  by  liis  .Alajesty. 

"  'V\\\s  Court  doth  desire  and  request  the  worshiplnl  governor, 
Mr.  Matthew  Allyn,  Mr.  Wyllys,  and  Captain  Youngs,  to  '-o 
over  to  Long  Island,  and  to  settle  the  Englisli  plantations  ori 
the  island  under  this  government,  according  to  instructions 
given  them. 

"The  aforesaid  committee  are  hereby  authorized  to  erect  and 
constitute  quarter  Courts,  or  appoint  other  fit  st^asons  lor  tlje 
keeping  of  court  for  the  administratioii  of  jiistico,  that  all  cases 
may  be  tried  according  to  law,  (lite,  limbs,  and  banishment  ex- 
cepted,) and  to  do  their  endeavors  so  to  settle  matters,  that  the 
people  may  be  both  civilly,  peaceably,  and  religiously  governed 
in  the  English  plaiitations,  so  as  they  may  \v\n  the  heathen  to 
the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  by  tlicir 
sober  and  religious  conversation,  as  liis  Majesty  our  Lord  aiid 
King  requires  in  his  gracious  letters  patent,  gxoati^d  lo  Ids  sub- 
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jects  here,  in  this  colony  ;  and  in  case  of  crimes  of  a  capital  na- 
ture, they  are  to  have  Uberty  to  take  the  opportunity  of  the 
Courts  of  Fairfield  or  Ilartiord  ;  the  like  liberty  they  have  in 
case  of  review.  They  may  also  give  oath  to  those  who  are  ac- 
cepted by  this  Court  for  freemen  on  the  isUujd,  and  to  do  what 
else  they  judge  may  conduce  for  the  o:ood  of  the  colony. 

"A  true  copy  from  the  public  records  of  tiie  colony  of 
Connecticut.  Examined  this  Stii  day  of  August, 
1664,  by  Gi:oRGK  Wyllys,  Secret aryP 

The  commissioners  accordingly  came  uj^on  tlie  islajid  in 
June,  1664,  ors^anized  Courts  in  so;ue  of  t[ie  towns,  established 
rules  for  the  collection  of  rates,  vS:c.  ;  but  these  arrangements 
were  frustrated  almost  iurmediaiel y  by  the  arrival  of  the  En- 
glish and  the  conquest  of  \ew-York,  whereby  Long  Island 
was  annexed  to  tlie  possessions  of  the  Dii'^e  of  York.  This 
event  was  "not  altogether  unexi)ected  ;  for  on  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, 1663,  the  governor  of  New  Netherlands,  ap[)rehending  that 
the  English  designed  to  invad**  the  Dutch  territories,  conven- 
ed a  meeting  of  the  m  igistrates  uf  most  of  the  towns  at  New 
Amsterdam;  tiiis  meeting  was  composed  of  the  magistrates  of 
New  Amsterdam,  Renselaerwyck,  lieverwyck,  Harlaem,  Ber- 
gen, Staten  Island,  Flatland^,  Elatbush,  Brooklyn,  Utrecht, 
and  Bushwick;  but  they  adjourn jd  witliout  etiecting  any 
thing.  Tlie  Dutch  governmruit.  l^y  its  oppressions,  had  become 
generally  unpopular;  even  the  Dutch  inhabitants  were  dis- 
gusted v.'ith  the  administration,  and  the  English  v/ere,  of  course, 
extremely  anxious  for  a  chafige. 

The  English  towns  under  the  Dutch  jurisdiction  had  long 
determined  on  the  tirst  opportunity  to  withdiaw  tiiomselves 
from  their  authority.  They  had  held  a  meeting  at  Hempstead 
during  the  v/iuter,  and  agreed  to  [mt  themselves  under  Con- 
necticut, as  so  ne  of  the  eastern  towns  had  already  done  ;  and 
in  consequence  of  these  proceedings  being  mad'i  known  to  tiie 
government  of  Connecticut,  the  General  Assemlfly  of  tiiat  col- 
ony, on  the  lOih  of  ^larch,  1663,  appointed  tv/o  comnnssioners 
to  to  E'otiu' Island  to  settle  the  goveriuneiU  on  the  west 
end  of  the  island,  as  above  stated/'  The  Ijrjhsh,'"  says 
Smith,  "  were  every  day  encroaching  upon  tlie  Dutch.-'  The 
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f.>n,,.^.j ,,rT  cop7  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Stnyvesant  to  the 
\\  ludia  Company,  July  21,  1661,  shows  tiie  state  of  thiiij^s 
at  that  lime  : 

\Vc  have  not,  (says  he)  yet  beo^un  the  fort  on  Lone:  Island, 
near  Oyster  Bay,  because  our  neighbors  lay  the  boundaries  a 
mile  and  a  half  more  v/esterly  than  we  do  ;  and  tlie  more  as 
your  Honors,  by  your  advice  of  Dec.  24th,  are  not  inclined  to 
stand  by  the  treaty  of  Hartford,  and  propose  to  sue  for  redress 
on  Long  Island  and  the  fresh  water  river,  by  means  of  llic 
States'  ambassador. 

"  Lord  Stirlin.g  is  said  to  solicit  a  confirmation  of  his  right  to 
all  Long  Island,  and  importunes  the  present  king  to  confir[U 
the  grant  made  by  liis  royal  fatlier,  v/hich  is  affirmed  to  be  al- 
ready obtained.  Vv"e  have  advice  from  England  that  tht^re  is 
an  invasion  intended  against  these  parts,  and  the  country  so- 
Hciivd  of^iie  king,  the  duke,  and  tlie  parliament,  is  to  be  an- 
nexed to  tbi'jir  dominion.  And  for  that  purpose  tliey  dtsire 
three  or  fjur  frigates,  persuading  the  king  that  the  Co!Uj)any 
possessed  and  held  this  country  under  an  unlawful  title,  liavnig 
only  obtained  of  j\ing  James  leave  for  a  watering-place  on  Sta- 
ten  Island  in  1G23.'' 

In  November,  lGo3,  llic  English  inhabitants  convened  at 
Jamaica  to  concert  measures  of  relief  from  tiie  oppression  of 
the  governor  and  council.  Tlie  number  assembled  on  lijat 
interestuig  occasion  was  so  great,  that  the  <rovormnent  did  not 
tliink  it  advisable  to  attempt  either  to  interrupt  tladr  |>rocecd- 
ings  or  to  disperse  the  meeting  by  force. 

CLAIMS   OF  THE   ENHLISH   TO   LONG   ISLAND,   ANJ)  THE 
CONaVEST  OF  NEW-YOiUC. 

King  Charles  the  First,  on  the  22d  day  of  April,  1030, 
made  a  request  of  the  corporation  for  New  En£;Iand,  called 
tlie  Plymouth  Company,  to  whom  a  charter  had  been  granted 
by  King  Jarncs  the  First  in  1020,  to  issue  their  patent  to  "Wil- 
liam xilexander,  Earl  of  Stirling,  for  Long  Island  and  tlie  islands 
adjacent.  This  request  of  his  ]\l;ijesty  \vas  assented  to  by  the 
Company,  and  a  s:' ;^nt  or  patent  issued  accordingly.  The  Earl 
gave  a  power  of  attorney  to  James  Farret  on  the  2Uth  day  of 
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April.  1637';  thereby  constituting- and  appointinri^  liim  as  his 
a^fent  to  manai^e  and  dispose  of  tlie  lands  thus  conveyed  to  him 
by  the  Plymouth  Company.  The  Earl  of  8tirlinix  was  a  na- 
tive of  Scotland,  where  he  was  born  in  15S0,  and  was  knighted 
by  James  YI.  of  Scotland  and  1st  of  "England  in  1614.  He 
obtained  letters  patent  for  Nova  Scotia  in  Vy2i),  and  was  creat- 
ed secretary  of  state  for  Scotland  in  \iV2G.  He  was  made  a  peer 
of  Scotland  in  1630,  and  Earl  of  Stirling  in  1636.  His  death 
took  place  in  1640.  The  title  thus  acquired  to  Long  Island 
was  subsequently  relinquished  by  his  grandson,  either  to  the 
crown  or  to  the  Uulce  of  York',  previous  to  the  grant  of  Charles 
the  Second  in  1664,  and  in  which  the  territory  of  Long  Island 
was  included  in  express  words,  as  v/ill  hereafter  appear. 
The  power  of  attorney  from  the  Earl  of  Stirling  to  his  agent, 
after  reciting  the  issuing  of  the  paten.t  to  him  as  aforesaid,  and 
statingihat  he  was  desirous  of  improving  the  lands  granted  to 
him, and  had,  therefore,  appointed  the  said  James  Farret  to  be  his 
attorney  and  agent,  to  take  possession  of  the  said  islands,  and  to 
plant  and  in'iprove  the  san^e,  proceeds  as  follows : — 

''I,  tlie  said  William,  Earl  of  .Stirling,  do  hereby  empower 
and  authorise  for  me,  my  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators, 
and  for  every  of  us,  to  let,  set,  mortgage,  sell,  or  by  any  other 
way  or  means,  for  a  present  sum  or  sums  of  money,  or  for 
yearly  rent,  to  dispose  of  the  said  islands,  or  any  of  them,  or 
parts  of  tliem,  for  such  lime  or  times,  term  or  terms  of  years,  for 
life  or  lives,  or  for  ever  in  foe,  as  my  said  attorney  or  agent  shall 
judge  most  probably  conducing"  to  my  profit  and  behalf,  and  to 
the  ends  before  specified.  And  after  one  or  more  plantations,  or 
colonies,  or  people,  shall  be  there  in  any  or  all  of  the  aforesaid 
islands  settled,  to  contimie,  erect,  and  establish  such  honest  and 
wholesome  orders  and  ordinances  amongst  and  for  the  benefit 
of  the  said  planters  and  colonies,  as  shall  be  judged,  together 
with  and  upon  the  advice  of  the  uu^hi  v/orshipful  John  "\Yin- 
throp,  ]  iSquin»,  Governor  of  Boston  Colony,  in  the  said  New 
England,  most  tending  to  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace, 
the  improvement  of  trade  and  commerce,  and  the  due  exe- 
cution of  justice  in  obedience  to  the  laws  of  God,  and  as  much 
as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  England."'    The  said  James 


CLAIMS   OF   THE  ENGLISH. 


1  "arret  was  further  authorized  and  permitted,  by  thescnd  pow- 
{-r  oi'  attorne}^,  to  take  up  and  dispose  ot"  for  liis  own  use 
twelve  thousand  acres  upon  Long  Inland  or  the  islands  adja- 
cent. In  consequence  of  which  he  afterwards  ma<ie  ch(Mce  of 
^Shelter  Island  and  Robin's  IsLind  in  Peconic  Bay,  wiiieh,  ms 
will  be  seen,  he  sold  to  Stephen  Goodyeare  of  New  Haven  oji 
t!ie  ISth  of  May,  164 L  Tlie  colony  of  Connecticut,  atler  the 
reception  of  their  charter  in  1662,  asserted  a  claim  to  Loni^ 
Island  under  the  clause  of  the  charter  which  annexed  to  tluit 
colony  the  "islands  adjacent."  And  the  assembly  at  Hartfouf, 
on  llie  12th  of  May,  1664,  formally  resolved  that  it  belonged  to 
their  jurisdiction,  and  appointed  the  governor  and  two  other 
persons  to  come  upon  the  island  in  that  beh all',  to  establisli 
quarter  courts  and  other  courts  for  the  administration  of  justice, 
provided  their  jads^ments  should  not  extend  to  life,  limb,  or  l>a- 
inshincnt  ;"  and  all  capital  cases  were  ordered  to  be  tri^'d  at  I'air- 
feld  or  iiartford.  The  commissioners  thus  appointed  came 
n[)on  the  island,  and  convened  a  meeting  at  Setauiv'<>t  in  the  sum- 
mer of  166  1,  made  a  few  decisi(Mis  upon  disputed  claims  among 
the  inhabitants,  and  took  some  further  measures  in  the  execu- 
tion of  their  delecrated  {)Owers.  The  final  arrangements  were 
for  some  cause  delayed,  and  were  eventually  frustrated  by 
the  arrival  of  Colonel  Richard  Nicolls  in  August,  1601,  with 
a  considerable  naval  force  to  tak'c  possession  of  Now  Am'-rer- 
dam,  in  pursuance  of  an  extensive  grimt  of  territory,  m  ide  the 
12th  of  March  preceding,  by  Kin^j^  Charles  11.  lo  his  brother 
James,  Duke  of  York  and  Albany,  and  the  consrqutnt  surren- 
der of  the  city  by  the  Dutch,  The  country  inokuic-d  in  this 
grant  is  thus  described  : 

'•All  that  part  of  the  main  land  of  New  En^daiid,  beginning 
at  a  certain  place  called  or  l:nown  by  the  name  of  St.  Croix, 
adjoining  to  Nova  Scotia  in  America,  and  thence  extending 
along  the  sea-coast  unto  a  certain  place  called  Pemaquire  or 
Pemaquid,  and  so  up  the  river  thereof  to  the  furthest  head  of 
the  same  as  it  tendeth  to  the  northward  ;  and  extending  trorn 
thence  to  the  river  Kenebe(|ue,  and  so  upwards  by  the  s}}orte$t 
course  to  the  river  of  Canada  northward;  and  also  all  tliat 
island  or  islands  commonly  Cidledby  the  several  name  or  nam::s 
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of  Meitowacks,  or  Lonc{  Island,  hitunte,  lying,  and  being*  towards 
the  west  of  Cape  Cod  and  the  Narrow-Higansetts,  abutting  upon 
the  main  land  between  the  two  rivers,  there  called  or  known 
by  the  several  names  of  Connecticut  and  Hudson's  river.  To- 
gether also  with  the  said  river  called  lludson'Sj  and  all  the  land 
from  the  west  side  of  Coimecticut  to  the  east  side  of  Delaware 
Bay  ;■  and  also  all  those  several  islands  called  or  known  by  the 
namesof  Martin's  Vineyard  and  Nanluck's,  otherwise  Nantucket, 
together  with  all/'  Sec    "  To  be  lioldcn  of  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, as  of  our  manor  of  East  Greenwich  in  our  county  of 
Kent,  in  free  and  common  soccage,  and  not  in  capite,  nor  by 
knight  service  yielding  and  rendering  ;  and  the  said  James,  Duke 
of  York,  doth  for  himself,  his  iicirs  and  assigns,  covenant  and 
promise  to  yield  and  render  unlo  us,  our  lieiis  and  successors, 
of  and  for  the  same  yearly.  a!i<i  every  \ci\r  forlf/  beaver  s-kiiis 
when  they  shall  be  demanded,  or  v.-uhin  ninety  days  thereafter. 
And   we  do  further  give  and  arrant  unto  our  dearest  bro- 
ther James,  Duke  of  York,  hi^  luirs,  ifcc,  full  and  absolute 
power  and  authority  to  correct,  punish,  pardon,  govern  and 
rule,  all  such  subjects  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  as  shall 
from  time  to  time  adventnre  tliein.sol  ves  into  any  of  these  parts 
or  places  aforesaJd,  or  that  shall  or  do  at  any  time  hereafter  in- 
habit within  the  same ;  as  wt  l!  in  all  cases  or  matters  capital 
and  criminal,  as  civil,  both  marin.e  and  others,  so  as  the  said  pro- 
ceedings be  not  contrary  to,  Imt  ,'is  near  as  conveniently  maybe, 
agreeable  to  the  lav/s,  statiUes,.  and  government  of  this  our 
realm  of  England  ;  and  saving  aiid  rt'?<  rving  to  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  the  receiving,  hearing,  and  dciermining  of  the  ap- 
peal and  appeals  of  all  or  any  jH.'r.son  or  persons  of,  in,  or  be- 
longing to  the  territories  or  i-^laiid  s  alVirrsaid,  in  or  touching  any 
judgment  or  sentence  to  be  tliv  re  made  or  given  ;  and  we  do 
also  for  us,  our  heirs  and  succe^^sors,  ijTant  to  onr  dearest  bro- 
ther James,  Duke  of  Yorlc,  his  ht-irs  and  assiiius,  and  to  all 
and  every  such  governor  and  cr<->VL mors,  or  any  oth.er  oflicers  or 
ministers,  as  by  our  said  broili"r,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  be 
appointed  to  have  power  and  aulhority  of  governiJient  and  com- 
mand, in  or  over  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  territories  or 
islands. 
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**•  Witness  oiirself  at  Westminster,  the  12th  day  of  March,  in 
Vut  .sixteenth  year  of  our  reign.  By  the  King. 

^'Howard." 

immediately  upon  receiving  this  patent,  the  Duke  of  York 
ro[Ji;tituted  and  commissioned  Richard  Nicolls,  Esq.  Deputy 
(^H'crnor  of  the  colony ;  and  Robert  Carr,  George  Cartwright, 
nnd  Samuel  Maverick,  were  joined  with  him  as  commissioners  to 
demand  and  take  possession  of  the  country. 

The  Dutch  inhabitants,  b}^  the  vigilance  of  their  governor, 
were  not  ignorant  of  the  designs  of  the  English  court ;  for  their 
records  state,  that  on  the  8th  of  July,  1G64,  intelligence  was  re- 
00!  vcd  from  one  Tliomas  Willet,  an  Englishman,  that  an  ex- 
pedition was  preparing  in  England  against  the  city  of  New 
Am<terdaoi,  consisting  of  two  frigates  of  forty  and  fifty  guns, 
iind  ii  tiy-hoat  of  forty  guns,  having  on  board  three  hundred 
j?()Miers,  and  each  frigate  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  ;  and  that 
tlir-y  ja^^at  Portsmouth  waiting  for  a  wind.  News  arrived  also, 
from  Boston,  that  they  had  already  sailed. 

The  burgoniasters  were  therefore  called  together,  the  fort 
ordered  to  be  put  in  a  posture  of  defence,  and  spies  were  sent  to 
?vlilford  and  AVestchester  for  intelligence.  Boston  was  in  the 
secret;  for  the  court  of  Massachusetts  iiad,  in  May  preceding,  or- 
d'.-red  a  supply  of  necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  ships  on  their 
arrival.  The  ships  were  four  in  number,  one  of  which  was 
called  the  Guerney.  It  was  intended  to  rendezvous  at  Gardi- 
ner's Island  in  the  Sound,  but  they  parted  in  a  fog  about  the  20th 
of  July.  The  new  governor  and  Sir  George  Cartwright  were 
on  board  the  Guerney,  and  fell  in  first  with  Cape  Cod.  The 
other  ships,  with  Sir  Robert  Carr  and  Samuel  IMavcrick,  (com- 
nnssioners.)  were  rightly  concluded  to  be  driven  to  the  east- 
ward. After  dispatcliing  a  letter  to  Governor  Winthrop  of 
Connecticut,  requesting  his  assistance,  Colotie!  Nicolls  proceed- 
ed to  Boston.  The  other  ships  got  into  Piscataway.  John 
Endicot  was  then  governor  of  Boston,  but  old,  and  incapable  of 
business.  On  the  27th  of  July  the  commissioners  made  a  for- 
mal request  in  Vv^ritin^:;  "That  the  governor  of  Boston  would 
pass  an  act  to  iurnisli  them  with  arnvd  men,  who  should  be- 
gin tlieir  march  to  the  ^Manhattans  on  the  20lh  of  August  en- 
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suins:;  and  promised  that  if  they  could  get  other  assistance, 
they  would  give  theui  an  account  of  it."  Tiiis  application  was 
without  success,  and  perhaps  (as  SuiUh  says)  from  their  disaf- 
fection to  the  Stuart  family,  hy  wiiose  persecutions  the  inha- 
bitcinrs  had  been  driv^en  from  Europe. 

One  of  the  ships  entered  the  Bay  of  New-York  several  days 
before  the  others,  and  as  soon  as  they  were  come  up,  Governor 
Stuyvesant  sent  a  letter,  dated  Au^aist  I9th,  1G64,  directed  to 
the  commanders  of  the  Eni^dis  h  frii^ates,  hy  John  Declyer,  one 
of  the  chief  council,  the  llev.  John  ."\Iea;apolensis,  minister, 
Paul  Lnnder  Vander  Grilft,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Megapolensis, 
Doctor  in  Physic,  with  the  utuiost  civility,  to  desire  the  reason 
of  their  approach,  and  continuin;^r  iu  the  harbor  v/ithout  giv- 
Sng  notice,  as  they  ought  to  have  done.  Colonel  Nicolls  an- 
swered the  next  day  with  a  summons  as  tbllov.'s: — 

"To  the  Honorable  the  Governor  and  chief  council  at  the 
Manhattans. 

Right  worthy  Sirs, 

"I  received  a  letter  by  some  worthy  persons  intrusted  by  yon, 
bearing  date  tiie  19th  of  Auo-ust,  tlesiring  to  know  the  intent  of 
the  approach  of  the  FjUglish  fria'ates  ;  in  return  of  which,  I 
think  it  fit  to  let  you  know  that  his  Majesty  of  Great  Britain, 
whose  right  and  title  to  these  parts  of  America  is  unquestion- 
able, well  knowing  how  much  ii  derogates  from  his  crown  and 
dignity  to  suffer  any  foreigners,  how  near  soever  they  be  allied, 
to  ursurp  a  dominion,  and  without  his  Majesty's  royal  consent 
to  inherit  in  these,  or  any  other  of  his  xMajesty's  territories, 
hath  commanded  me,  in  his  name,  to  require  a  surrender  of  all 
such  forts,  towns,  or  places  of  slretu?th,  which  are  now  possess- 
ed by  the  Dutch  under  your  connnand  ;  and  in  his  Majesty's 
name  1  do  demand  the  town,  situate  on  the  island,  commonly 
Knovrn  by  the  name  of  Manhattoes,  with  all  the  lorts  thereunto 
belonG:ing,  to  be  rendered  unto  his  Majesty's  obedience  and  pro- 
tection, into  my  hands.  I  am  further  commanded  to  assure  yon, 
and  every  respective  inhabitant  of  tlie  Dutcli  nation,  that  his 
Majesty  being  tender  of  the  effusion  of  Ciirisrian  blood,  doth  by 
tliese  presents  conlirm  and  secure  to  every  m-in  fiis  estate,  life, 
and  liberty,  who  shall  readily  submit  to  his  government.  And 
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nil  lliosc  who  shall  oppose  his  Majesty's  gracious  intention, 
ij.ij.V'l  cx{)oct  all  the  miseries  of  a  war,  which  they  bring  upon 
ti,!  iiiMiives.  1  shall  expect  your  answer  by  these  gentlemen, 
li'H.rge  Cart  Wright,  one  of  his  Majesty's  commissioners  in 
Anionca,  Captain  Robert  Needham,  Captain  Edward  Groves, 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Delavall,  whom  you  will  entertain  witii  such 
civility  as  is  due  to  them,  and  yourselves  and  yours  shall  re- 
ceive the  same  from, 

"  Worthy  Sirs, 

"Your. very  humble  Servant, 
Dated  on  board  his  Majesty's  ^  "Richard  Nicolls." 

ship  the  Guerney,  riding  I 
beibre  Nayack,  tlie  20th  of 
Aug.  IGGl." 

Governor  Stuyvesant  promised  an  answer  to  the  summons 
the  next  niorning,  and  in  the  meantime  convened  the  council 
and  Lty  jomastcrs.  'I'he  Dutch  governor  vv'as  a  good  soldier, 
(says  Smiif),)  and  had  lost  a  leg  in  the  service  of  the  States. 
He  would  wilhuLdy  have  made  a  defence  ;  and  refused  a  sio;ht 
of  the  summons  both  lo  the  inhabitants  and  burgomasters,  lest 
tlie  easy  terms  ollerod  miglit  induce  them  to  capitulate.  Tlie 
hitter,  liowever,  insisted  upon  a  copy,  that  they  miglu  com- 
coininunicate  it  to  tlie  late  magistrates  and  principal  burghers. 
Tiiey  called  togetlier  the  inhabitants  at  the  Stadt-housc,  and 
acquainted  them  with  the  governor's  refusal.  Governor  Win- 
throp,  at  the  same  time,  wrote  to  the  governor  and  his  council, 
strongly  recommending  a  surrender.  On  the  22d  of  August 
the  burgomasters  came  into  the  council,  and  desired  to  know 
the  contents  of  the  English  message  f«;om  Governor  W'iji tin-op, 
which  Stuyvesant  still  refused.  They  contimied  their  impor- 
tunity; and  he,  in  a  lit  of  anger,  tore  it  to  pieces;  upon  which 
they  protested  af^ainst  the  act  and  all  its  consequences.  Deter- 
mined upon  a  defence  of  the  country,  Stuyvesant  wrote  a  letter 
in  answer  to  the  summons;  in  which  he  fully  denied  the  right 
of  [iis  Majesty,  the  King  of  England,  to  the  territory  ;  and  set- 
ting forth  the  reasons  why  the  title  v/as  in  the  Lords,  the 
States-General.  That  by  virtue  of  a  irrant  and  commission 
given  by  the  said  Lords  and  nnghty  States-General  to  the 
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West  India  Company,  in  the  year  1621.  with  as  much  power, 
and  as  authentic,  as  his  said  Majesty  of  England  hatli  given 
or  can  gi^^e  to  any  colony  in  America,  as  more  fully  appears 
by  the  patent  of  the  said  Lords,  the  States-General,  by 
them  sii^ned,  registered,  and  sealed  with  their  great  seal,  and 
shown  to  the  deputies  ;  by  which  commission  and  patent  to- 
gether, and  by  divers  letters,  signed  and  sealed  by  the  said  Lords, 
the  States-General,  directed  to  several  persons,  both  English  and 
Datch,  inbabiting  the  towns  and  villages  on  Long  Island,  by 
which  they  are  declared  and  acknowledii;ed  to  be  their  subjects, 
which  niakes  it  appear  more  cleai-  tlum  the  sun  at  noon-dayj 
that  the  claim  of  England  is  absolntely  to  be  denied. 

"  Moreover,  (says  the  governor,)  it  is  without  dispute,  and  ac- 
knowledcjed  by  t'ne  world,  tliat  our  predecessors,  by  virtue  of  the 
commission  and  pateiit  of  the  said  Lords,  the  States-General, 
have, and  without  control  and  peaceably  (tbe  contrary  never  com- 
ing to  our  knowledge),  enjoyed  Fori  Orange  about  forty-eight  or 
fifty  years;  the  Manhattans  forty-one.  or  forty-two  years  ;  the 
South  River  forty  years  ;  and  the  Fresb- Water  River  about  thirty- 
six  years.  And  that  tliough  tb.e  governors  and  commissioners  of 
his  Majesty  had  often  quarrelled  about  the  bounds  of  the  Dutch 
possesssions,  yet  they  never  questioned  their  jurisdiction  itself. 
On  the  contrary,  in  the  year  1650,  at  Hartford,  and  the  year 
before  at  Boston, they  treated  upon  the  subject;  which  is  a  suffi- 
cient proof,  that  had  iiis  ^lajesty  been  well  informed,  he  never 
would  liave  given  a  commission  to  molest  and  endamage  the 
subjects  of  the  Lords,  the  States-General  ;  and  less  that  his  sub- 
jects would  attempt  any  acts  of  hostility  against  them.  Con- 
sequently, if  his  said  Majesty  were  well  nilbrmed  of  all  that 
could  be  spoken  upon  tliis  subject,  he  would  not  approve  of 
what  expressions  were  mentioned  in  your  letter.  And  in  case 
that  you  will  act  by  force  of  arms,  we  protest  and  declare,  in  the 
nanre  of  our  said  Lords,  the  States-General,  before  God  and 
Mf.n,  that  you  will  act  an  unjust  violence,  and  a  breach  of  the 
articles  of  peace,  so  solemnly  sworn,  agreed  upon,  and  ratified 
by  his  Miit  stv  of  England  and  my  Lords  the  States-General  ; 
and  the  rather,  for  that  to  prevent  the  shedding  of  blood  in  the 
month  of  February  last  we  treated  with  Captaui  John  Scott, 
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^.v?.o  reported  he  had  a  commission  from  his  Majesty,)  touch- 
lu::  the  liinits  of  Long  Island,  and  concluded  for  the  space  of  a 
V,  .tr.  As  touching  the  threats  in  your  conclusion,  we  have 
li-.ihingto  answer,  only  that  we  fear  nothing  but  what  God 
;u'ho  is  as  just  as  merciful)  shall  lay  upon  us,  all  thmgs  being 
in  his  gracious  disposal  ;  and  we  may  as  well  be  preserved  by 
liirn  with  small  forces  as  by  a  great  army. 

"3Iy  Lords,  your  thrice  humble  and  affection  ate  Servant,  and 
I'Viend,  Peter  Stuyvesant." 

At  the  fort  at  Amsterdam,  the  } 

2d  of  September,  new  style, 

1G61."  J 

While  the  Dutch  governor  and  his  council  were  contending 
wiih  the  burgomasters  and  people  in  the  city,  the  English  com- 
m-'  >i.jiicrs  publislied  a  proclamation  to  tho  inhabitants  of  Long 
Lsiand,  encriuragitig  them  to  submit,  and  promising  them  the 
king's  |»rotoction  and  all  the  privileges  of  subjects.  How  far 
this  tj.'iueiing  promise  was  fulfilled,  will  appear  from  the  pro- 
ceed ini's  that  afterwards  took  place  at  Hempstead,  when  a  code 
of  laws  for  the  colony  was  published;  by  which  it  turned  out 
that,  so  far  from  enjoying  the  privileges  of  British  subjects,  they 
were  entirely  excluded  Irom  the  benefits  of  an  assembly,  or  the 
rii^dit  of  choosing  any  one  to  represent  them  in  the  government. 
Tins  proclamation  was  as  follows  : — , 

*'  By  Ills  Majesty's  command.  Forasmuch  as  his  ^Majesty 
hath  sent  us  by  commission,  under  his  great  seal  of  England, 
amongst  other  things  to  expel  or  to  receive  to  his  ."Majesty's 
obedience  all  such  foreignei-s  as  have,  without  his  Majesty's 
leave  and  consent,  seated  themselves  amorigst  any  of  his  do- 
minions in  America,  to  the  prejudice  of  his  Majesty's  subjects 
and  the  diminution  of  his  royal  dignity  ;  we,  his  Majesty's  com- 
missioners, declare  and  promise,  that  whoever,  of  what  na- 
tion soever,  vv-ill,  upon  knowledge  of  this  })roclamation,  acknow- 
ledge and  testify  themselves  to  subnnt  to  this  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment, as  his  good  subjects,  shall  be  protected  in  his  Majes- 
ty's laws  and  justice,  and  peaceably  enjoy  whatsoever  God's 
blessing  and  their  honest  industry  liave  furnished  them  with, 
and  all  other  privileges  with  his  Majesty's  English  subjects. 
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We  have  caused  this  to  bo  p'j])]is}ied,  that  v/e  nii^ht  prevent  all 
inconveniences  to  others,  if  it  were  possible  ;  howovcrj  to  clear 
ourselves  from  the  charo-e  of  all  those  miseries  that  may  any 
Vv^ay  befoU  such  as  live  liere,  and  will  not  acknowledge  his 
Majesty  for  their  sovereign,  whom  God  preserve. 
"  In  his  Majesty's  frigate  ]  Richard  Nicolls, 

the  Guerney,  August  Robert  Carr, 

20,  1664.  J  George  Cartwrigiit, 

Samuel  Maverick."  * 
As  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  by  Stuyvcsant's  letter  that  he 
was  averse  to  surrender,  ofhcers  were  sent  to  obtain  volunteers 
in  the  western  towns  on  TiOng  Island  as  far  as  Jamaica  and 
Hempstead.  xVnd  preparations  were  also  made  by  the  ship- 
ping for  an  attack  upon  Fort  Amsterdam.  These  movements, 
and  probably  urged  lilinwise  by  those  around  him,  induced 
Stuyvesant  to  write  again  to  Col.  Nicolls  on  the  25th  of  Au- 
guai,  wherein,  though  lie  doclarcs  that  he  would  stand  the 
storm,  yet,  to  prevent  the  spilling  of  blood,  he  had  sent  John 
De  Decker,  councillor  of  st  ite  ;  Cornelius  Van  Ruyven,  Secre- 
tary ;  Cornelius  Steenwyck,  Major  ;  and  James  Cousseau,  She- 
riff; to  consult,  if  possible,  of  an  accommodation.  Nicolls,  who 
by  this  time  knew  the  dispositi.-ins  and  wishes  of  the  people,  an- 
swered immediately,  from  Ciravesend,  that  ho  would  treat  about 
nothino;  but  a  surrender.  'I'he  Dutch  governor  next  day,  the 
26th,  agreed  to  a  treaty  and  surrender,  on  condition  the  En- 
o-lish  and  Dutcli  limits  were  settled  bv  the  Crown  and  the  States- 
General. 

The  English  deputies  v/ere  Sir  Robert  Carr,  George  Cart- 
wri2:ht,  John  Winthrop^  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  Samuel 
Wyllys,  one  of  the  assistants  or  council  of  tliat  colony,  and 
Thomas  Clarke  and  John  Pynclio.n,  commissioners  from  the 
General  Court  of  IMassachusetts  Bay.  AVhatever  these  persons 
should  agree  upon,  Nicolls  promised  to  ratify.  At  eight  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  August,  IfjGi,  the  commissioners 
on  both  sides  met  at  the  governor's  fiwm  (or  Howery,)  where  the 
articles  of  capitulation  were  signed.  These  articles  were  twen- 
ty-three in  number,  and  were  so  framed  as  to  protect  the  in- 
habitants in  their  rights,  civil  and  religious,  as  citizens  of  the 
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\w\v  government^  to  remove  or  remain  at  their  pleasure,  and  to 
I'arry  on  trade  and  commerce  as  British  subjects :  the  ports  to 
}:^' open  to  the  Dutch  vessels  for  six  months;  pubUc  writings 
iind  documents  to  be  carefully  preserved.  All  persons  in  ofiice 
JO  remain  therein  till  the  time  of  a  new  election  ;  previous  dif- 
it'tences  and  contracts  to  be  determined  according  to  the  man- 
ner of  the  Dutch  ;  the  officers,  military,  and  soldiers,  to  march 
out  with  their  arms,  drums  beating*,  colors  flying,  and  wuh 
liuiited  matches  ;  and  those  disposed  to  continue  in  the  coun- 
try, to  have  fifty  acres  of  land  set  out  for  them. 

i-'avorable,  however,  as  these  articles  were  to  the  inhabitants, 
tlio  Dutch  governor  refused  to  ratify  them  until  two  days  aller 
lin  y  were  signed  by  the  commissioners. 

(Jovernor  Winthrop,  on  seeing  the  letters  patent  tot!ie 
}  hi\u:  of  'Vork',  iiiformcd  the  English  on  Long  Island  thai  Con- 
lu  i  iicui  hi'.d  no  longer  any  claims  to  the  island  ;  that  what 
th'.'v  ii.ul  done  was  for  the  wellare,  peace,  and  quiet  settlement 
of  his  5T.-«ic-ty's  suhjcuts,  as  they  v/cre  the  nearest  organized 
ptvorument  to  them  under  his  Majesty.  But  novv-  that  his 
Majesty's  pleasure  was  fully  siguiiied  by  his  letters  patent,  their 
jurisdiction  ceased  and  became  null. 

The  fohowiiig  is  the  conclusion  of  the  commissioners  on  the 
subject  of  Loni:  Island  : — 

Tiie  determination  of  [lis  Majesty's  comnussioners  relative 
to  the  boundaries  of  his  Koyal  Higlmcss  the  Duke  of  York's 
patent,  and  of  the  patent  of  Connecticut,  November  3Uih, 
10 II. 

By  virtue  of  iiis  Majesty's  commission,  weluiveheard  the  diffe- 
rence about  the  bounds  of  the  patents  granted  to  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  Duke  of  York,  and  his  Majesty's  colony  of  Connecti- 
cut ;  and  having  deliberately  considered  all  the  reasons  alleg- 
ed by  Mr.  Allen,  senior,  r-.Ir.  CJould.  IMr.  liichards,  and  Captain 
Winthrop,  a}:)pointed  by  the  assembly  held  at  Hartford  the  IZlh 
day  of  October,  1(36-1,  to  accompany  John  Wiiuhrop,  Esq.,  the 
governor  of  his  Majesty's  colony  of  Connecticut  to  New-York, 
and  by  Mr.  Howell  and  Captain  Youngs  of  Long  Island,  why  the 
said  I iOngLland  should!;eunder ihefrovernmentof  Connecticut, 
which  are  too  long  to  be  recited.  \Ve  do  declare  and  order,  that 
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the  southern  bounds  of  his  Majesty's  colony  of  Connecticut  is  the 
sea,  and  that  Long  Island  is  to  be  under  the  government  of  his 
Koyal  Highness  the  Dukeof  York.as  is  expressed  byplain  words 
inthesaid  patents  respectively,  and  alsoby  virtue  of  his  Majesty's 
commission,  and  by  the  consent  of  botli  the  governor  and  the 
gentlemen  above  named  ;  we  also  orditx  and  declare  that  the 
creek  or  river  called  Mamoroneck,  whicli  is  reputed  to  be  about 
twelve  miles  to  the  east  of  Vv'cstcliester,  and  a  line  drawn  from 
the  east  point  or  side  where  the  fresh  water  falls  into  the  salt, 
at  high-waiei-  mark,  N..N.  W.  to  the  line  of  the  Massachnsetts, 
be  the  western  bounds  of  the  said  colony  of  Connecticut,  and 
the  plantations  lying  westward  of  tliat  creek  and  line  so  drawn, 
to  be  under  his  Royal  liighiiesss  government ;  and  all  planta- 
tions lying  eastward  of  that  ert^ck  and  line  to  be  under  liie 
government  of  Connecticut. 

Given  under  our  iiands  at  Fort  James,  New-York,  on  Man- 
hattan Island,  this  30ih  day  of  Nov.  iGG4. 

Richard  Nicolls, 
George  Cartwright, 
Samup]l  jMaverick. 
^ye,  underwritten,  on  behalf  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut, 
have  assented  unto  this  determination  of  his  Majesty's  commis- 
sioners in  relation  to  the  bounds  and  limits  of  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  Duke's  patent,  and  the  patent  of  Connecticut. 

John  Winthrop, 
i^b\TTHEw  Allex, 
Nathan  Goud., 

JA.'^,!ES  RiCFTARDS. 

Ciovernor  Stuyvcsant  rctain^-'d  liis  large  real  estate  upon  the 
Island  of  New- York.  He  madu  a  visit  to  Holland  the  year  fol- 
lowing, but  returned  soon  alter,  and  linally  died  at  New- York. 
Judge  Benson  says  tliat  he  came  from  Lirazil,  and  that  he  lost 
his  leg  in  the  attack  upon  ihv  Island  of  I'obacro.  Tnat  he 
was  an  honest  and  brave  man  is  certain  ;  and  his  posterity  here 
are  among  the  most  weahiiy  and  respected  of  our  fellow-ci- 
tizens. 

THE  COLONIAL  GOVERNMENT. 

Governor  Nicolls  liaving  tims  peaceably  obtained  possession 
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{.f  the  country,  and  about  to  lay  the  foundations  of  his  future 
LV^rt'rnrncnt,  it  was  determined  to  change  the  name  of  the  co- 
j..!jy  ;  and  in  compUment  to  the  Duke  of  Yorkj  to  whom  the 
country  had  been  assigned,  and  to  whom  the  governor  was  in- 
dolitcd  for  his  office  and  autliority,  agreed  to  coil  it  New-York  ; 
and  the  city  of  New-Amsterdam,  the  city  of  New- York.  It  also 
became  a  matter  of  great  and  indispensable  necessity  that  a 
system  of  civil  regulations  should  be  matured  and  adopted, 
botli  to  constitute  general  rules  of  action,  and  to  produce  a  more 
})orfect  uniformity  among  the  different  towns,  in  some  of  which 
the  En  owlish  and  in  others  the  Dutch  municipal  law  prevailed. 
Accordingly  a  meeting  of  delegates  being  convened  at  Hemp- 
stead, as  will  appear  hereafter,  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  any 
conllicting  claims  to  lands,  and  settling  the  boundaries  of  the 
!;^'vtT:il  town^:',  the  deputies  that  attended  wore  so  highly  grati- 
fjo*!  v.'iih  liie  interview  with  the  governor,  and  with  the  infor- 
mntion  imparled  !)y  liirn  as  to  the  liberal  views  and  inlentioRs 
of  Duke  of  York,  that  they  drew  up  and  signed  an  address 
fu'l  of  gratitude  and  loyalty;  but  which,  as  soon  as  their  con- 
stituents found  they  were  to  have  no  choice  in  the  selection  of 
magistrates,  or  a  share  in  legislation,  they  manifested  their  dis- 
iipprob'tlion.  and  censured  the  deputies  with  so  much  severity, 
that  the  civil  authorities  thought  it  necessary  to  interfere;  and 
ac<:or(iij)gly,  at  a  court  of  Assizer,  held  in  October,  1666,  it  was 
resolved  that  whoever  thereafter  should  any  way  detract  or 
speak  against  any  of  the  deputies  signing  the  address  to  his 
Royal  Highness  at  the  general  meeting  at  Hempstead,  should  be 
presented  to  the  next  Court  of  Sessions ;  and  if  the  justices  should 
see  cause,  they  should  thence  be  bound  over  to  the  Assizes, 
there  to  ansv/er  for  the  slander  upon  plaint  or  niibrmation. 
This  address,  which  excited  so  much  mieasiness  amoncr  the 
people,  is  v/ell  worthy  of  attention  ;  a  co])y  of  which,  with  the 
names  of  those  who  signed  it,  is  here  presented  : — 

To  His  Royal  Highness^  the  Duke  of  York. 

March  1,  1665. 

We,  the  deputies  duly  elected  from  the  several  towns  upon 
Long  Island,  being  assembled  at  Hempstead,  in  general  meeting, 
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by  authority  derived  from  your  royal  Iiiglmebs  under  theHnn- 
orabie  Colonel  Nicolls  as  deputy  governor,  do  most  humbly 
and  thankfully  acknowledge  to  your  royal  Highness  the  great 
honor  and  satisfaction  we  receive  in  our  dependence  upon  your 
royal  Highness  according  to  the  tenor  of  his  sacred  Majesty's 
patent,  granted  the  12th  day  of  March,  16G4;  wherein  we 
acknowledge  ourselves,  our  heirs  and  successors  forever,  to  be 
comprised  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  us  tlierein  is  more  at 
large  expressed.  And  we  do  publicly  and  unanimously  de- 
clare our  cheerful  submission  to  all  such  laws,  statutes,  and 
ordinances,  which  are  or  sliall  be  made  by  vn-lue  of  authority 
from  your  royal  Highness,  your  lieirs  and  successors  forever  ; 
As  also,  that  we  will  maintain,  uj)ho!d,  and  defend,  to  the 
utmost  of  our  power,  and  peril  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors 
forever,  all  the  rights,  title,  and  interest,  granted  by  his  sacred 
Majesty  to  your  royal  Highness,  a^-;iinstall  pretensions  or  inva- 
sions, foreign  and  domestic  ;  we  being  already  well  assured, 
^at  in  so  doing  we  perform  our  duty  of  allegiance  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, as  freeborn  subjects  of  the  kingdom  of  England  inhabiting 
iji  these  his  ^Majesty's  dominions.  ^Ve  do  farther  beseech  your 
royal  Highness  to  accept  of  ihis  address,  as  the  fust  fruits  in 
this  general  meeting,  for  a  mt-jnorial  and  record  against  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  when  we,  or  any  of  them,  shall  fail  in 
our  duties.  Lastly,  Vv^e  beseech  your  royal  Highness  to  take 
our  poverties  and  necessuii-s,  in  this  v/ilderness  country,  into 
speedy  consideration  ;  that,  by  con>tant  supj^lics  of  trade,  and 
your  royal Higlmess's  more  j»articuhir  countenance  of  grace  to 
us,  and  protection  of  us,  we  nuty  daily  more  and  niore  be 
encouraged  to  bestov/  our  labors  to  the  improvement  of  these 
his  ^Majesty's  western  dominions,  udlIvv  your  royal  Higlmcss ; 
for  whose  health,  long  life,  antl  eternal  happiness,  we  shall  ever 
pray,  as  in  duty  bound. 

For  New-Utrecht,    Jaques  Cortelloau,        Younger  Hope. 
Gravesend,       James  Hubbard,  John  Bowne. 

"  Fiatlands,  Elbert  Elborisen,  Ixnelolle  Martense. 
"    Ftatbush,         John  Striker,  Ht  iidrick  Gucksen, 

«    Bash  wick,        John  Steal  nian,  GiNliert  Tiuns. 

Brooklyn,        Ilendrick  Lubbertscn,  John  p:vtrtsen. 
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Jiiinaica, 
^*  iiempstead, 
Oyster  Ba}', 
"  lliuitington, 
Brookiiaverij 
Soathold, 
Soathampton, 
EasLhaiuptoii, 
Westchester, 


John  Coe. 
Richard  ConihiU. 
Thomas  Benedict. 
Robert  Jackson. 
Matthias  liarvey. 
John  Ketcham. 
Roger  Barton. 
John  Youngs. 
John  Howeli. 
John  Stratton. 
John  Quinby. 


Richard  BettS, 
Eiias  Doughty, 
Daniel  Denton, 
Jotni  Hicks, 
John  Underhill, 
Jonas  Wood, 
Daniel  Lane, 
William  AVells, 
Tiiomas  Topping, 
Thomas  Baker, 
Edward  Jessup, 
At  this  meeting  was  also  promulgated  a  body  of  laws  and 
ordinances  for  the  future  government  of  the  province,  corn- 
hi'snly  called,  by  way  of  distinction,  the  Duke's  Laws,"  a  copy 
of  winch  was  fiiniislied  to  the  deputies,  and  filed  in  tiie  clerk's' 
oiiit.-t's  ol'  the  dniercnt  counties,  where  some  of  them  remain  to 
iliiii  liiae.  Of  this  code  we  ha^'e  prepared  an  analysis,  which, 
11  J<  presuiuod,  embraces  the  principal  features  thereof  in  a 
Ci)iiden>t  d  lorm. 

AU  actions  of  debt,  account,  slander,  and  actions  on  the  case 
conc^'riiiug  debts  and  accounts  to  be  tried  within  the  jurisdiction 
where  the  cause  of  action  arose.  Debts  and  trespasses  imder 
live  p'>und^  to  be  arbitriited,  and  if  eitlier  pai  ty  refuse,  tlie  justice 
t'>  ch!)Oie  arbitrators,  whose  award  to  be  linaL  AH  actions  or 
cases  from  live  to  twenty  pounds  to  he  tried  at  the  sessions,  from 
whence  there  should  bo  no  appeal.  Any  person  f  ilsely  pretend- 
ing greater  damages  or  debts  than  are  due,  to  vex  his  adversctry, 
to  pay  treble  damages.  If  the  action  be  entered,  and  the  parties 
conipromise  it,  yet  the  agreement  to  he  entered  by  the  clerk 
of  the  court.  Upon  the  death  of  any  person,  the  constable 
and  two  overseers  to  repair  to  the  house  of  di.'ceased  to  inquire 
after  the  manner  of  tiie  death,  and  wliether  he  left  any  last  will 
or  testament.  But  no  administration  to  be  granted,  except  to 
the  widower  child  until  the  third  session  after  the  party^s  death. 
The  surplus  of  the  personal  estate  to  be  divided  as  follows  : 
one  third  to  the  widow,  and  the  other  two  thirds  among  the 
cliildren,  except  that  the  elde-sl  son  siiall  have  a  double  portion. 
AM  a-.i-ic!rccnients  and  lines,  not  expressly  regulated  by  law,  to 
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be  imposed  at  the  discretion  of  the  court.  No  justice  of  the 
peace,  who  hath  set  upon  or  voted  in  any  cause,  to  iiave  any 
voice  in  the  court  to  which  appeal  is  made.  Parties  appealing, 
to  give  security ;  and  in  criminal  cases  they  shall  also  give 
security  for  good  behavior  until  the  matter  is  decided.  ISo 
arrest  to  be  made  on  the  Sabbath,  or  day  of  liumiliation  for  the 
death  of  Charles  the  First,  of  blessed  memory,  or  the  anniversary 
of  the  restoration  of  Charles  the  Second.  And  all  arrests,  writs, 
warrants,  and  proclamations  to  be  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty. 
All  assessments  to  be  made  by  the  constable  and  eight  overseers 
of  the  parish,  and  justices  of  ihc  peace  to  be  exempt  from 
assessments  during  their  continuance  in  office. 

To  rebuke  an  officer  with  foul  words,  so  that  lie  depart 
through  fear  without  doing  Iiis  duty,  siiali  be  taken  for  an  as- 
sault, and  punished  accordingly.  No  Christian  shall  keep  a 
slave,  except  persons  adjudged  thereto  by  authority,  or  such  as 
have  willingly  sold  or  shall  sell  themselves.  Every  town  to 
^;ct  out  its  bounds  within  twelve  months  after  they  are  granted, 
and  once  in  three  years  the  ancientcst  town  shall  give  notice  to 
the  neighboring  towns  to  go  the  bounds  betwixt  their  towns, 
and  to  renew  their  marks ;  the  time  for  preambulation  to  be 
between  the  20th  and  last  of  l^jbruar}^,  under  the  penalty  of 
five  pounds  for  neglect  thereof;  and  owners  of  adjoining 
lands  to  go  the  bounds  betwixt  their  lands  once  a  year,  under 
penalty  of  ten  shillings.  No  person  to  follow  the  business  of 
brewing  beer  for  sale  but  those  skilled  in  the  art.  The  name 
and  sirname  of  every  inliabitant  in  the  several  parishes  to  be 
registered;  and  the  minister  or  town  clerk  shall  record  all 
marriages,  births,  and  burials  in  a  book  to 'be  provided  by  the 
church-wardens.  No  body  to  be  buried,  except  in  public  pla- 
ces, and  in  the  presence  of  three  or  lour  of  the  neighbors,  one 
of  whom  shall  be  an  overseer  of  the  parish.  Persons  punish- 
able with  death,  are  those  who  sliall  in  any  wise  deny  the  true 
God  or  Ills  attributes  ;  those  who  commit  any  wilful  or  preme- 
ditated murder  ;  he  who  slays  another  with  a  sword  or  dagger, 
that  hath  not  any  weapon  to  defend  himself;  tiio.se  wlio  lay  in 
wait;  poisoning,  or  any  such  wicked  consjjiracy ;  lying  with 
any  brute  beast,  (and  the  beast  to  be  burned);  man-stealing; 
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takiii2f  away  life  by  false  and  malicious  testimony  ;  denying  his 
.Majesty's  right  and  title  to  his  crown  or  dominion,  or  resisting 
Jus  authority  by  arms  ;  conspiracy  against  the  public  ;  children 
above  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  of  sufficient  understanding,  smit- 
ing their  natural  father  or  mother,  unless  in  self-defence  from 
maiming  or  death. 

Cattle  and  hogs  to  be  marked  with  the  public  mark  of  the 
town  and  the  private  mark  of  the  owner  ;  and  horned  cattle  to 
be  marked  upon  the  horn.  Every  cause  of  five  pounds  or  un- 
der to  pay  a  tax  of  two  shillings  and  sixpence  ;  if  ten  pounds, 
five  shillings;  from  ten  to  twenty  pounds,  ten  shillings;  and  for 
every  ten  pounds  more,  two  and  sixpence. 

Whereas  the  public  Vv'orship  of  God  is  much  discredited  for 
want  of  painful  and  able  ministers  to  instruct  the  people  in  tho 
true  religion,  it  is  ordered  that  a  church  shall  be  built  in  each 
parish  capable  of  holding  two  hundred  persons  ;  that  ministers 
of  every  church  shall  j^reach  every  Sunday,  and  pray  for  the 
Iving,  Uuoen,  Duke  of  York,  and  the  Royal  Family;  and  to 
marry  persons  after  legal  publication  or  license. 

Sundays  not  to  be  profaned  by  travelling  by  laborers  or  vi- 
cious persons  ;  church-wardens  to  report  twice  a-year  all  misde- 
meanors.— such  as  swearing,  profaneness,  sabbath-breakinrr, 
drunkeimess,  fornication,  aduUery,  and  all  such  abominable 
sins.  That  no  person  employed  al^out  the  bed  of  any  man,  wo- 
man, or  child,  as  surgeon,  midwife,  physician,  or  other  person, 
presume  to  exercise  or  put  in  practice  any  act  contrary  to  the 
known  approved  rules  of  the  art  in  each  mystery  or  occupation. 
Courts  of  Sessions  to  begin  in  the  east-riding  first  Tne^day  of 
June  ;  the  second  Tuesday  in  the  north-riding  ;  and  the  third 
Tuesday  in  the  west-riding.  The  constable  to  whip  or  punish 
any  one  when  no  other  oiiicer  is  appointed  to  do  it.  All  sales 
and  alienations  of  property  to  be  l)y  de(,'(J.  and  under  hand  and 
seal.  No  condemned  person  to  be  executed  within  four  days 
after  sentence,  and  the  person  executed  to  be  buried  near  the 
place  of  execution.  If  any  woman  shall  causelessly  absent  her- 
self from  her  husband,  and  upon  complaint  made  to  a  magistrate 
shall  refuse  to  return,  she  shall  torfeit  her  dower,  unless  the  hus- 
band afterwards  affirm  the  same.    Every  minister  within  his> 
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parish  is  enjoined  to  pray  and  pieacii  on  the  anniversary  of  the 
deliverance  from  the  Gun -powder  Treason,"  tlie  fifth  of  No- 
vember, 1605  :  on  the  SOth  day  of  January,  to  manifest  detes- 
tation of  the  barbarous  murder  of  Charles  1.  ni  1649 ;  and 
on  the  29th  of  May,  being  the  birth-day  of  Charles  II.  of 
blessed  memory. 

If  any  person  commit  fornication  with  any  single  woman, 
they  sliall  both  be  punished, eitiier  by  enjoining  marriage  or 
corporal  punishment  at  the  discretion  of  the  court.  Persons 
guilty  of  perjury  to  stand  in  the  pillory  three  several  court 
days,  and  render  double  damao^es  to  any  ])arty  injured  thereby. 
Apprentices  and  servants  absenting  themselves  from  their  mas- 
ters without  leave,  to  serve  doul)[e  the  time  of  such  absence. 
Every  town  to  have  a  marking  or  llcsh-brand  for  horses.  No 
ox,  cow,  or  such  like  cattle,  to  bf  killed  lor  sale  or  for  private 
use  w'ithout  giving  notice  thereof  to  the  town  registrar.  No 
person  to  be  a  common  victualler,  or  keeper  of  a  cook-shop 
o^house  of  entertainment,  wiliiout  a  certitieate  of  his  good  be- 
havior from,  the  constable  and  two  overseers  of  the  parish  ;  nor 
suffer  any  one  to  drink  excc>sivtjly  in  their  houses  after  nine 
o'clock  at  night  under  the  penalty  of  two  shillings  and  six- 
pence. No  purchase  of  land  from  the  Indians  shall  be  valid 
without  a  license  from  the  gov;  i  nor.and  the  purchasershall  bring 
the  Sachem  or  right  owner  belore  liirn,  to  confess  satisfaction. 
No  one  to  sell,  give,  or  barter,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  gun, 
powder,  bullet,  shot,  or  any  vessul  of  burden,  or  row-boat  (ca- 
noes excepted,)  with  any  Indian,  without  permision  of  tlie  sfo- 
vernor,  under  his  hand  and  seal  ;  nor  sell,  truck,  barter,  give 
or  deliver  any  strong  liquor  to  an  Indian,  under  penalty  of 
forty  shillings  for  one  pint,  and  in  proportion  for  any  greater 
or  lesser  quantity;  except  incase  of  sudden  extremity,  and 
then,  not  exceeding  tioo  drams. 

To  be  father,  brother,  uncle,  nepliew,  or  cousin-german  to 
any  party  in  a  trial,  shall  exempt  a  juror  from  serving,  if  ob- 
jection be  made  before  he  is  sworn,  but  not  afteru-ards.  No 
person  to  reveal  the  dissenting  vote  of  a  juror  on  arbitration, 
imder  the  penalty  often  shillings.  Every  town,  at  its  own  ex- 
pense, shall  provide  a  pair  of  stocks  for  offenders,  and  a  pound 
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for  cattle,  besides  prisons  and  pillories  in  places  where  courts  oi 
S'j^^'ums  are  held.  The  value  of  an  Indian  coat,  to  be  given  to 
aiiv  oiie  who  shall  bring  the  head  of  a  wolf  to  any  constable 
upon  Long  Island,  provided  it  be  killed  upon  the  island, 

Tiic  court  of  sessions  in  each  county  shall  take  the  ]>roof  of 
wills,  whichj  with  the  wills,  are  to  be  transmitted  to  the  oilico 
of  records''  at  New- York,  when  the  executors  shall  receive  a 
copy  thereof,  with  a  certificate  of  its  being  allowed,  attested 
under  their  seal  of  office. 

The  town  marks  for  horses  upon  Long  Island  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows :  for  Easthampton,  A;  Southampton,  B:  Southold,  C; 
Seatalcot,  D  ;  Huntington,  E  ;  Oyster  Bay,  F  ;  Hempstead,  G  ; 
Jamaica,  H;  Fiushii^g,  I:  Newtown,  L;  Buslivrick,  I\I ; 
Brooklyn,  N;  Flatbush,  O;  Fiatlands,  P;  New  Utrecht,  Q  ; 
Mid  (iravesend,  II.  At  tliis  period  the  present  tovrn  of  lliv'-r- 
he.id  waN  included  in  Southold,  and  the  town  of  North  ilenjp- 
.«^t*'ad,  in  Jlempstead. 

Tiiose  laws,  with  the  alterations  and  additions  made  to  them 
from  time  to  time  by  liio  governor  and  council,  continued  to 
be  the  lawsof  the  colony  until  October,  16S3,  wlien  the  first  colo- 
nial leixislatnrc  met,  and  the  people  were  admitted,  for  a  short 
lime,  to  a  share  in  the  leiiiskitive  power.  The  several  towr^s 
were  orLjanized  at  the  niertmg  at  Hempstead,  then-  bninids  es- 
tablished, and  the  inhabitants  rcipnred  to  take  out  new  paiv-nts 
for  the  lands  purchased  within  their  limits.  It  v.ms  pro)  ably 
at  the  same  time  that  the  names  of  several  towns  va  re  alt'.  r.Ml ; 
so  tliat  the  town  of  Rnstdorpe  was  to  be  called  Jam;iic.i  :  MuV 
wout  was  changed  to  Flatnush  ;  Amersfort  to  Flalhuid- ;  lk-i:u<-i^ 
elen  to  Brookland  ;  ;Middlebrirgh  to  Newtown  ;  and  Vh.vM'ii-vu 
to  Flushing.  xVt  the  same  inne  ilie  towns  of  Long  l>iand, 
Staten  Island,  and  as  some  tl]!;ik  ^\  estehcsier,  were  erected 
into  a  shire,  called  York'^iiire.  This  shire  was  divided  into 
three  parts,  denominated  Lidiiigs,  as  follows:  the  towns  of 
King's  County,  Staten  Island,  and  Newtown,  constituted  tlie 
West  Riding;  the  remaining  tovvns  of  Queen's  County,  with 
perhaps  AVestchester,  were  caked  the  North  Puding;  while  the 
towns  in  Suffolk  County  maie  up  the  East  Riding  of  Y^:»rk- 
sliire  upon  Loug  Island. 
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This  remarkable  code,  of  which  the  above  is  a  mere  general 
sketch  or  outline,  is  undoubtedly  entitled  to  our  sincere  vene- 
radonj  both  on  the  account  of  the  wisdom  displayed  by  thefra- 
mers  of  it,  for  the  many  valuable  principles  whicii  arecontained 
in  it ;  and  also  as  a  curious  system  of  ancieal  lei^islation,  to  v/hich 
our  forefathers  were  compelled  to  yield  obedience  ;  and  as  con- 
sisting also  of  many  singular  provisions,  which  were  thought 
necessary  at  that  time  fro!n  the  state  of  the  country  and  the  con- 
dition of  its  inhabitants.  The  system  must  be  allowed  to  manifest 
more  practical  wisdom,  and  less  of  superstition  and  puerile  absur- 
dity than  the  famous  code  which  is  reported  once  to  Iiave  prevail- 
ed hi  Connecticut,  and  known,  from  trio  color  of  the  paper  upon 
which  it  was  first  printed,  aj  the    Blue  Laws/'    The  Duke's 
laws  were  to  operate  in  a  now-sr't{u.'d  country  witii  a  mixed 
population,  composed  of  cm!gr;ait>  n  om  various  nations,  and 
holding  a  great  variety  of  opinions  u^)  }n  the  subject  of  govern- 
ment ;  it  could  hardly  therefore  have  been  expected,  even  by  the. 
framers  of  them,  that  all  their  multiplied  provisions  and  restric- 
tions would  be  equally  satislactory  to  the  whole  population. 
It  was  probably  the  bust  whicli  the  tlien  state  of  tilings  admit- 
ted.   Whether  these  laws  vv'cre  indeid  compiled  from  the  laws 
of  the  other  English  colonies  which  thu  governor  had  caused 
to  be  digested  for  the  govLrnnjunt  of  tliis  province,  or  were 
drawn  up  in  Great  Britain  by  j)er;N^)ns  designated  for  the  pur- 
pose ;  certain  it  is  tliat  no  set  of  men,  however  eminent  for  ta- 
lents, or  deeply  versed  in  the  seioncc  and  practice  of  English 
jurisprudence,  could  be  expt.'cted  ciUircly  to  succeed  in  framing 
such  a  body  of  rules,  and  of  .id.ipting  thorn  to  the  opinions  and 
<   necessities  of  a  people  with  whom  tliey  were  unacquainted, 
and  of  numberless  circuiii^tances  of  a  purely  local  nature. 
It  was  accordingly  soon  found  expedient  to  introduce  many  al- 
terations and  amendments,  either  tt>  r»,-nder  them  more  accepta- 
ble to  the  people,  or  better  suited  to  the  |>eculiar  exio^encies  of 
the  times.    The  English  towns  wliieli  had  ht'cn  subject  to  the 
Dutch  rejoiced  at  the  change  of  aOairs  resulting:  from  the  con- 
•  quest,  as  they  were  thereby  absolved  from  obedience  to  a  go- 
vernment wdiich  they  despised  ;  and  tlic  other  English  towns 
equally  exulted  at  the  prospect  of  being  relieved  from  the  cim- 


t 


TH?:  COLONIAL  GOVERNMENT. 


107 


slant  jealousy  and  ambition  of  a  foreign  power  in  their  neigh- 
!x>rhood.  The  eastern  towns  on  Long  Island,  notwitlistanding, 
would  o;reatly  have  preferred  to  continue  their  former  aUiance 
wit!i  Connecticut,  and  therefore  they  submitted,  with  very 
general  reluctance,  to  the  separation.  Some  attempts  were 
made  to  retain  their  connection,  and  they  were  renewed  on 
more  than  one  occasion  thereafter. 

The  English  tov/ns,  as  well  those  which  had  been  settled 
under  the  Dutch  as  those  associated  with  Connecticut,  were  au- 
thorized, from  the  proclamation  of  the  commissioners  at  the  con- 
quest, to  expect  that  they  should  be  adu:iitted  to  the  ordinary 
privileges  and  immunities  of  British  subjects,  to  participate  in 
the  governmejit,  and  have  a  voice  in  choosing  representatives 
to  a  General  .\ssembly,  with  power  to  make  laws  for  tlie  go- 
ViTument  of  the  colony.  How  great  then  must  have  been  their 
asto'iishmont  as  well  as  disappointment,  when,  on  the  pronml- 
galion  of  the  Duke's  laws  at  the  convention  held  at  Hempstead, 
liicy  found  themselves  deceived  in  their  reasonable  anticipa- 
tions, a!)d  ihat  by  the  very  government  which  had  inspired 
iheni  with  liopes  of  enjoying  very  many  civil  and  political 
advantages,  of  whieh  they  had  before  been  deprived.  It  can- 
not, thercf  )re,  excite  much  surprise  that  the  people  should  feel 
indignant  at  the  servile  suI)mi>siou  of  ilieir  dejnuies,  contained 
in  their  address  to  the  Duke  of  York,  drawn  u|>  and  signed  by 
them  at  the  meeting  aforesaid.  As  the  term  ••'Kiding''  was 
introduced  at  tlie  conquest,  and  occurs  so  frcquenily  in  the  liis- 
tory  of  the  colony,  some  account  of  its  origin  and  nicaiiiii^r 
seems  necessary  for  the  general  reader. 

In  Jacob's  Law  Dictionary  it  is  mentioned  tliat  Riding  is  cor- 
rupted from  the  word  Trithing,  the  name  of  a  division  of  York- 
shire in  England  ;  of  which  lie  says  there  are  tliree,  called  the 
East,  West,  and  North  Ridings,  in  the  statute  of  22d  Henry  Till, 
triihing,  or  trithing-reeve  is  defmed  the  third  ])art  of  a  county, 
or  three  or  more  hundreds  or  vv\arpentakes ;  such  are  tho 
Laths  in  Kent,  the  Rapes  in  Sussex^  and  the  Ridings  in  York- 
shire. And  those  who  governed  tliese  trithings  were  called 
Trithing-R,eeves,  beibre  whom  were  brought  all  causes  that 
could  not  be  determined  in  tho  hundied  or  v-arpentake.  The 
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term  is  also  used  sometimes  for  the  court  held  within  the  cir- 
cuit of  a  triihinpfj  of  the  nature  of  a  Court  Leet,  bat  inferior  to 
the  couritj.^  court,  to  wliicli  causes  might  bo  lemoved  from  those 
courts. 

By  an  order  of  the  governor  and  Court  of  Assize  in  1675. 
Staten  Island  was  detached  from  Long  Island,  and  permitted 
to  have  a  jurisdiction  of  itself  as  a  town;  and  in  1683  was 
erected  into  a  separate  county.  Newtown  continued  attached 
to  the  west  riding  until  the  organization  of  the  counties  on 
Long  Island  by  the  fust  General  Assembly  in  the  same  year, 
when  it  vras  made  a  part  of  the  county  of  Queens.  Previous 
to  the  convention  at  IlempsteaJ  in  March,  1065,  the  following 
circular  was  addressed  by  his  ]>:cel!ency,  Governor  NicoUs,  to 
the  several  towns  on  Long  l.-laiid  : — ■ 

Jaracs-iTort  m  >.e\v-York,  Slli  February,  166f. 
"  Whereas  tlie  inhabitaiUs  of  Lou'Msland  have  for  a  lon^ 
time  groan'd  under  many  grievous  inconveniences  and  dis- 
couragem^^,  occasioned  partly  from  their  subjection,  partly 
from  their  opposition  to  a  fo:%;igne  power,  in  which  distracted 
condition  few  or  no  lawes  coul<]  he  put  in  due  execution,  bounds 
and  titles  to  lands  disputed,  civil  hbcrtyes  interrupted,  and,  from 
this  general  contusion,  priv;i.ii:  di>:^ontions  and  animosityes  havo 
too  much  prevailed  again-t  n^i'jhljourly  love  and  Christian 
charity.    To  the  preventing  of  i!ie  future  growth  of  the  like 
cvills,  his  Maje-^fy,  as  a  signall  grace  and  honour  to  his  subjects 
upon  Long  Island,  hath,  at  his  own  cliarge.  reduc't  the  forraigne 
power  to  his  obedience,  and  by  patent,  hath  invested  His  Royall 
liighnesse  tlie  DuUc  of  YorivC  :  1  am  deputed  to  put  in  execu- 
tion.    In  discharge,  tlierchrrr,  of  my  trust  and  duty,  to  settle 
good  and  known  lawes  wiiliiu  this  govenuiu-nt  for  the  future, 
and  receive  yo""  best  advice  and  inrormacon  in  a  gen^U  meet 
ing :  I  have  thought  fit  to  }.ubli.-ii  niuo  yo'^,  that  upon  the  last- 
day  of  this  present  til-bruary,  at  Uempstuad  npoii  Long  Island, 
shall  be  a  generall  meeting,  which  is  to  consist  of  deputyes 
chosen  by  th,"  major  part  of  the  freemen  only;  which  is  to  be 
understood  of  ail  persons  rated  according  to  th.jir  estates,  whe- 
ther Fiiiglish  or  Dutch,  within  your  severall  towncs  and  pre- 
cincts, whereof  you  are  to  make  publication  to  ilut  inhabitants 
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finuc  dayes  before  yo'^  proceed  to  an  election,  appointing-  a  cer- 
t:iiii  d:iy  for  that  purpose.  You  are  further  to  impart  to  the 
inhabitants  from  mee,  that  I  do  heartily  recomnjond  to  them 
the  choice  of  tlie  most  sober,  able,  and  discrete  persons,  v.-ithout 
])aitiality  or  faction,  the  fruite  and  bencfitt  wljcreof  will  return 
to  themselves,  in  a  full  and  perfect  composure  of  all  controver- 
sies, and  y^  propagation  of  true  religion  amonc:st  us.  Tliey  are 
also  required  to  bring  w^^^  them  a  draught  of  each  towne  limitts, 
or  such  writings  as  are  necessary  to  evidence  the  bounds  and 
limitts,  as  well  as  the  right  by  which  they  challenge  such 
bounds  and  limitts,  by  grants  or  purchases,  or  both — As  also 
to  give  notice  of  their  meeting  to  the  Sachenis  of  tiie  Indians, 
whose  presence  may  in  some  cases  be  necessary.  Lastly,  I  do 
rt:quireyou  to  assemble  your  inhabitants  and  read  this  letter  to 
ihein,  and  then  and  tliere  to  nominate  a  day  for  the  election  of 
tv.'o  dt  puiyes  from  your  towne.  w^ho  are  to  bring  a  certificate 
of  their  election  (w"^  full  power  to  conclude  any  cause  or  mat- 
ter relating  to  their  severall  townes)  to  me  at  Hempstead,  upon 
the  last  day  of  tlebruary,  when  (God  willing)  I  sliali  expect 
ihem.  Your  assured  fi'iend, 

'•To  the  magistrates  of  the  ]  "  RrcHARD  Nicolls.'* 

severall  townes  upon  )■ 
Lonir  Island."  J 
The  laws  thus  prepared  having  been  pubh^hed,  and  tlie  se- 
veral towns  recognized,  with  a  few  inct)irs]deral)le  alterations 
CIS  to  their  boundaries,  they  were  thereup  n  rc(]uired  to  take 
out  new  patents  for  the  lands  origiiially  purchased  I'rom  the  na- 
tives. This  request  of  the  governor  appeared  bcan-jwliai  })iau^i-. 
ble.  from  the  tact  that  a  part  of  the  county  at  least  bad  passed 
from  the  Dutch  to  the  English,  and  some  of  tlie  towns,  particu- 
larly in  Suflblk,  had  never  obtained  any  ]>a(cnts  ^\■hatever. 
The  governor  appointed  a  high  sheriif  lor  the  whole  sliire^ 
and  a  deputy  sheriif  for  each  riding  ;  together  with  a  requisite 
number  of  justices  for  the  several  towns.  The  high  sheriif 
and  deputies  w^ere  appointed  annually,  but  the  justices  held  lor 
an  indefmite  period  at  the  governor's  pleasure.  In  1G6G  the 
ofiice  of  deputy  was  abolished,  and  in  1683  that  of  high  sheriir' 
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was  discontinued,  and  a  sherirt'  afterwards  appointed  for  each 
county. 

These  laws  authorized  the  several  towns  annually,  on  the 
first  or  second  day  of  April,  to  elect  a  constable,  at  first 
eight,  and  by  a  subsequent  amendment,  four  overseers  ;  who 
were  the  assessors  of  the  town,  and  with  the  constable  were 
empowered  to  make  regulations  respecting  matters  which 
concerned  the  police,  and  good  government  of  the  town.  The 
constable  and  overseers  Vv^ere  required  annually  to  appoint 
two  of  the  overseers  to  make  the  rate  for  building  and  repairing 
the  church,  for  tlic  maintenance  of  the  minister  and  for  the 
support  of  the  poor. 

From  the  overseers,  the  constable  selected  the  jurors  who  at- 
ten,d.ed  the  courts  of  sessions  and  i-.-sizr. 

The  principal  courts  estaijlishcd  by  these  laws  were  the 
tov/n  court,  the  court  of  sessions,        tlie  court  of  assize. 

The  town  court  was  composed  of  the  constable,  and  by  an 
amendment  of  the  original  law,  of  two  overseers  ;  and  had  cog- 
nizance of  all  causes  of  debt  and  trespass  under  five  pounds  ; 
and  tlie  justice  of  the  peace  was  auiliorized,  but  not  required, 
to  preside  in  this  court. 

The  court  of  session.s  was  e>lab!islied  in  each  riding,  and 
was  to  be  held  twice  a  year,  ll  was  composed  of  the  justices 
of  the  peace  of  the  several  towns  in  the  riding,  each  of  whom 
was  at  first  allowed  ,C'-30  a  ycnr,  which,  in  1GG6,  were  altered 
into  an  allowance  for  their  exjiLiises. 

This  court  Iiad  jurisdiction  of  all  criminal  causes,  and  of  all 
civil  causes  over  /;5,  arising  in  the  riding.  Causes  were  tried 
in  this  court  in  civil  cases,  and  in  criminal  cases  not  capital,  by 
a  jury  of  seven  men,  and  the  verilici  vras  deterniined  by  the 
voice  of  a  majority;  but  in  capital  cases  the  jury  consisted  of 
twelve  men,  and  they  vv^ere  required  to  be  unanimous. 

The  judgments  of  this  court  for  sums  under  £20^  were  final  ; 
from  such  as  were  for  more  tlian  that  sum.  the  parties  might 
appeal  to  the  court  of  assize. 

The  members  of  the  council,  the  secretary  of  the  colony, 
and  the  high  shcriif,  were  respectively  authorized  to  sit  with 
the  justices  of  the  court  of  sessions  ;  and  when  either  of  them 
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*vva>  present,  he  was  required  to  preside.  The  courts  of  ses- 
Mt.'is  al<o  took  the  proof  of  wills  in  the  respective  ridings. 

'J'iif  court  of  assize  was  composed  of  the  governor,  council, • 
ruiJ  magistrates  of  the  several  towns,  and  was  held  once  a  year 
in  the  city  of  New- York.  It  heard  appeals  from  the  sessions 
and  other  inferior  courts. 

.Suits  for  demands  above  £20  might  be  commenced  in  this 
court  on  the  warrant  of  the  governor ;  so  that  it  had  original 
as  well  as  appellate  jurisdictioUj  and  was  a  court  of  equity  as 
well  as  common  law. 

The  Duke's  laws  making  no  provision  for  a  general  assem- 
bly, the  people  had  no  voice  in  the  government ;  but  the  gover- 
U'JT  liad  unlimited  power,  executive,  legislative^  and  judicial. 
II-'  was  commander-in-chief;  all  public  officers  were  appointed 
l  y  hiiiij  and  most  of  them  held  their  offices  at  his  pleasure. 
\\  ilh  liie  advice  of  his  council  he  could  make  what  laws  he 
ji!  ;.iscd,  and  rL  [)oal  them  in  the  same  manner,  even  against  the 
opinion  or  consent  ol  llie  council. 

►Some  of  the  amendments  to  the  original  code  purport  to 
liave  been  xuivh  at  the  court  of  assize,  of  which  the  juctices  of 
the  s»;vcrai  t  jwns  {brnijd  a  part.  This  was  not  a  legislative 
but  a  judicial  body  ;  and  tlic  power  of  the  justices  with  regard 
to  l'  u;islation,  was  probably  like  that  of  the  parliament  of 
I'rance  before  the  revolution,  merely  to  register  the  edicts  made 
bv  the  governor  and  council. 

So  far  as  they  were  permitted  to  interfere,  the  indulgence 
v.^as  calculated,  if  not  intended,  to  lessen  the  rcs|)onsibility  of 
the  governor  without  diminishing  his  power. 

It  is  certain  that  their  presence  or  concurrence  Vv  as  not  ne- 
cessary, and  tliat  the  act  imposing  duties  establishing  an  excise, 
and  many  other  important  acts,  were  adojued  by  the  governor 
in  council,  and  not  at  the  court  of  assize.  Tiie  people  never 
considered  the  justices  as  their  representatives,  an.d  censured 
the  acts  made  at  the  court  of  assize  as  much  as  others.  The 
governor  presided  in  the  court  of  assize,  which,  by  appeal,  had 
the  control  of  all  inferior  tribunals.  The  judgments  and  de- 
crees of  this  court  were  probably  such  as  the  governor  dictated  ; 
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his  assistants  not  being-  collca;:rncs,  but  merely  advisers,  who 
held  their  authority  under  liini,  and  were  dependent  on  him. 

In  this  court  the  o-overnor  united  the  character  of  both  judge 
and  legislator.  He  interpreted  )iis  own  acts,  and  not  only 
pronounced  what  the  law  was,  but  what  it  should  be. 

The  charges  of  tlie  several  towns  and  coinities  under  the 
T3uke  of  York  were  defrayed  by  a  direct  tax  on  the  persons 
and  estates,  real  and  personal,  of  the  in.habitants,  according  to  an 
estimate  made  by  the  constable  and  overseers  of  the  several 
tow]]5,  in  conforniity  Vvdth  certain  rules  prescribed  by  law. 
The  rate  for  the  public  or  county  charge  in  each  riding  was 
fixed  by  the  governor  and  conncil,  l^y  the  amount  of  its  estimate. 
A  penny  in  the  pound  was  usually  ^uiriciont  for  the  purpose. 
The  tax  was  collected  by  the  couslabUv^.  and  paid  over  to  such 
persons  in  the  several  towns  as  wci-o  ♦■unt'cd  to  it  on  the  warrant 
of  the  high  sheritf.  Tlie  tovrii  charges  were  fixed  by  the  con- 
stable and  overseers,  and  levied  by  the  same  estimate.  Gover- 
nor Lovelace  in  1G70,  and  Governor  Dimgan  in  16S6  or  '87, 
both  attempted  to  mise  money  for  colony  purposes,  by  their  own 
authority  ;  but  the  attempt  met  v/ith  so  much  opposition,  that  it 
could  not  be  carried  into  L'tlVct. 

The  colony  charf^es  were  paid  out  of  the  monies  arising 
from  duties  iniposed  l}y  tlie  govt^iior  and  council  on  exports 
and  imports.  In  the  fall  of  1'3G1  Governor  Nicolls  established 
a  tariff  of  duties  on  goods  exporttjd  to  the  Netherlands;  and 
shortly  at^ter,  on  other  goods,  exp^trt.'d  and  imported. 

From  the  origin  of  the  colony,  each  town  v/as  required  to 
support  its  own  poor  :  th.c  mone-y  to  he  raised  by  those  who 
from  time  to  time  adjusted  thi}  coniinc^ent  expenses  of  the  dif- 
ferent counties.  By  the  Duke's  laws  the  constable  and  over- 
seers v\-ere  required  to  take  char.:e  of  the  poor.  In  1747  the 
several  towns  in  Suffolk  were  authorized  to  choose  overseers  of 
the  poor,  and  soon  after  some  other  counties  were  empowered 
to  do  the  same.  By  the  act  of  November  11th,  1692,  the 
power  of  taking  the  proof  of  wills,  and  of  gran.ting  letters  tes- 
tamentary and  of  administration,  was  vested  in  the  governor,  or 
a  delegate  to  be  appointed  by  him.  In  177S,  and  not  before,  the 
legislature  ordered  surrogates  to  be  nppoiiited  by  the  governor 
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AHfl  council  of  appointment,  in  every  county  ;  which  is  still  con- 
iHHie.'l,  except  that  the  power  is  now  vested  in  the  governor 
nnd  senate.  The  courts  of  sessions,  which  by  the  Duke's  law- 
were  to  be  held  in  each  riding  and  afterwards  in  each  county 
continued  to  be  held  with  great  regularity  afterwards. 

''i'he  records  of  this  court,  as  originally  constituted,  and  as 
re-oro^anized  by  the  act  of  1GS3,  are  still  to  be  found  in  the 
clerks'  offices  of  Kings,  Q^ueens,  and  Suffolk.  In  King's  there 
is  a  regular  series  of  them,  from  1669  to  1711.  From  these  re- 
cords it  appears  to  have  been  a  common  practice  for  the  se- 
cretary of  the  colony,  a  member  of  the  council,  or  the  high  she- 
riff, to  sit  and  act  in  court  with  the  justices.  In  the  record  of 
the  court  held  at  Gravesend,  December  13th,  1671,  Mathias 
Nicollj  the  secretary,  is  styled  yrcsident  of  the  court.  This 
court  was  held  at  Gravesend  from  its  origin  till  16S5,  wlien  it 
was  removed  to  Flatbush  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  colonial  le- 
gislature. There  is  also  in  the  clerk's  office  of  King's  County, 
copies  of  most  of  the  acts  of  the  first  assembly,  passed  in  16S3 
and  in  IGS  l,  with  one  or  more  acts  passed  by  the  second  as- 
sembly in  16b5. 

Smith,  in  his  History  of  New- York,  supposes  that  the  court 
of  assize  had  not  been  established  till  the  time  of  Governor 
Lovelace.  Tliis  is  a  great  niistake.  It  was  established  by 
Kicolls  in  the  code  he  had  co[n])iled  for  the  government  of  tlie 
colony,  and  published  in  the  assembly  at  Ilempslead,  March 
1st,  1665.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  the  three  last  days  in 
September,  and  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  d  sys  in  October, 
a  general  court  of  assize  was  holden  at  New-York,  composed 
of  Richard  Nicolls,  the  governor,  the  n']eml>ers  of  tiie  council, 
and  the  justices  of  the  tliree  ridings  of  Yorkshire,  on  Long  Is- 
land and  Staten  Island. 

Tiic  number  of  justices  who  attended  this  court  rendered  it 
a  grievance.  In  the  act  of  lOSl,  f)assf'd  for  its  repeal,  it  iS  al- 
leged that  it  had  become  a  great  charge  and  expense  to  the 
province  ;  and  by  reason  of  the  great  number,  not  so  fit  and  ca- 
pable to  hear  and  determine  matters  and  causes  of  a  civil  na 
ture,  usually  brought  to  the  said  court;"  and  it  was  for  that 
reason  tibolished. 
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The  last  court  of  assize  held  under  Sir  Edmund  Andross^ 
October  6thj  16S0,  was  composed  of  the  governor,  five  coun- 
cillors, the  mayor  of  New- York,  five  aldermen,  and  seventeen 
justices  of  the  peace. 

THE  PUBLIC  DISCONTENT. 

The  people  on  Lon^  Island  considered  some  of  the  laws  es- 
tablished by  the  original  code  as  arbitrary  and  oppressive;  and 
they  deemed  some  that  were  made  by  Col.  Lovelace,  who  com- 
menced his  administration  in  May,  1GG7,  as  still  more  excep- 
tionable. 

They  at  length  resolved  to  represent  their  grievances  to  the 
governor  and  council,  and  to  pray  for  redress. 

October  9lh,  1669,  the  towns  of  Mompstead,  Jamaica,  Oyster 
Bay,  Flushing,  Ne\vtov/n,  Gravesend,  Westchester,  and  East 
Chester,  severally  petitioned  for  redress. 

They  enumerated  the  defects  in  the  existing  laws  which  they 
wished  to  be  remedied,  stated  the  provisions  which  they  wished 
to  be  adopted,  remonstrated  against  the  restrictions  which  the 
governor  had  imposed  on  trade  ;  and  reprobated,  as  the  great- 
est of  their  grievances,  the  exclusion  of  the  people  from  any 
share  in  legislation. 

In  their  petitions  they  refer  to  tlie  proclamation  issued  to  the 
people  of  Long  Island  and  others,  by  the  commissioners,  on 
their  first  landing  at  Gravest;nd,  before  the  surrender  of  the  co- 
lony, promising  that  they  "should  enjoy  all  such  privileo-es  as 
his  Majesty's  other  subjects  in  America  enjoyed  ;"  the  most  im- 
portant of  which  they  al!e::e  is  a  participation  in  the  power  of 
making  the  laws  by  whicli  they  arc  to  be  governed,  by  such 
deputies  as  shall  be  yearly  chosen  by  the  freeholders  of  every 
town  and  parish:"  and  they  claimed  a  fulfilment  of  that  pro- 
mise. 

They  also  complain  of  it  as  a  grievance,  that  any  acts  should 
be  made  by  the  governor  under  pretence  of  his  secret  instruc- 
tions ;  and  pray  to  be  informed  what  is  required  of  them  by 
virtue  of  the  commission  graiUed  by  his  Koyal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  York." 
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The  eo^'enior  and  council  received  the  petitions,  granted 
boine  01  their  minor  requests,  but  in  the  most  important  cases 
retiised  any  redress.  - 

Tiie  town  of  Southampton  was  purchased  and  settled  under 
the  authority  of  the  Earl  of  Stirling  while  he  held  tlic  island, 
which  circumstance  the  people  of  that  town  supposed  exempt- 
ed them  from  the  necessity  of  taking  out  a  patent  for  their  lands 
from  the  governor,  as  was  required  of  other  towns  by  the  laws 
of  1665,  and  neglected  to  do  it ;  in  consequence  of  which  the 
governor  and  council,  at  the  court  of  assize,  October  8th,  1670, 
declared  the  titles  to  lands  in  that  town  invalid,  unless  a  patent 
was  obtained  for  them  within  a  limited  tmie. 

By  another  act  passed  at  the  same  time,  a  levy  or  contribution 
Was  ordered  to  be  made  in  the  several  towns  on  Long  Island, 
tn  n  |)air  th.e  fort  at  New- York. 

Tlie  governor  had  also  imposed  duties  on  goods  imported  and 
ex()ort'jd  accordmg  to  his  pleasure  for  tlie  support  of  govern- 
ment, and  was  now  attem})ting  to  raise  money  by  a  direct  tax 
for  otiit'r  purposes  without  the  consent  of  the  people. 

Several  of  tlie  towns  were  alarmed  at  the  precedent  about  to 
be  established  as  dangerous  to  their  liberties,  and  determined 
to  resist  it. 

The  want  of  a  general  assembly  was  felt  as  a  great  grievance 
from  the  hrst  establishment  of  the  Duke's  government;  the  in- 
liabitants  considered  themselves  in  great  measure  disfranchised, 
and  themselves  little  better  than  slaves,  liable  at'  all  times  to 
suffer  by  the  arbitrary  exactions  of  the  govennnent ;  in  short, 
that  the  whole  system  was  only  a  tyranny  in  disguise,  wliich, 
under  the  color  of  prerogative,  might  at  any  time  tram}}lc  upon 
the  most  sacred  rights  of  the  people  under  the  plausible  pre- 
tence of  upholding  the  authority  of  government  and  support- 
ing the  dignity  of  the  crown  ;  against  all  which  alarming  en- 
croachments the  people  possessed  no  constitutional  security  o; 
any  mode  of  redress,  should  pt  tition  and  remonstrance  fail, 
short  of  open  and  direct  o[iposiiion  to  tlie  government  itself. 
The  governor,  it  has  beun  seen,  })ossessed  tlie  sole  appointing 
power;  and  united  in  hinisalf  all  the  attributes  of  despotic  au- 
thority, which  he  might  atiy  time,  and  frequently  did,  exercise  in 
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the  most  arbitrary  manner.  Tliis  concentration  of  power  in 
the  hands  of  a  single  individual  might  well  alarm  the  timid, 
and  awaken  the  most  serious  jealousies  and  discontents  among 
the  entire  population  of  the  colony,  whicli  was,  in  fact,  the  case. 
Difficulties  continued  to  exist  even  after  the  establishment  of 
'  the  assembly,  by  the  influence  which  the  governors  possessed, 
and  their  sometimes  refusing  their  sanction  to  laws  the  most 
salutary  and  indispensable  for  tlie  public  security. 

It  was  evidently  the  object  of  many  governors  to  control,  as 
far  as  possible,  the  public  revenues,  and  to  fill  their  own  pockets 
at  the  expense  of  the  people  :  and  there  are  not  wanting  instan- 
ces of  their  having  accumulated  large  f:^rlunes  in  a  surprisingly 
short  period  by  acts  of  oppression  and  peculation. 

The  governor  could  suspt-nd  tlie  members  of  the  council  and 
appoint  others,  subject  to  iho  Iving's  approbation  ;  he  had  a 
negative  on  the  acts  passed  by  the  assembly  and  council ;  he 
had  power  to  summon,  prorogue,  or  dissolve  the  assembly  ;  and 
with  consent  of  the  council,  who  were  in  general  sufficiently 
submissive,  could  dispose  of  tlie  public  lands,  and  disburse  the 
public  money  raised  for  the  support  of  government. 

For  some  years  the  public  r^'venue  went  into  the  hands  of  a 
%  receiver  general,  who  was  appointed  by  the  crown,  and  was  not 
accountable  to  the  assembly.  The  acts  for  raising  revenue  for 
the  support  of  government  were  continued  for  a  series  of  years 
without  appropriation  ;  and  the  council  exercised  a  concurrent 
power  over  revenue  bills,  as  in  oilier  cases. 

This  mode  of  managirig  the  revenue  was  liable  to  great 
abuse.  An  indefinite  suj'port  enabled  the  governor  to  dispense 
with  the  assembly,  and  rendered  him  in  a  great  measure  inde- 
pendent of  them  during  that  period  ;  and  the  omission  of  spe- 
cific appropriations  enabled  the  governor  to  fix  the  salaries  of 
all  public  officers,  to  dis{)ose  of  the  public  monies  as  he  pleased, 
gave  him  the  entire  power  over  the  civil  list,  and  led  to  misap- 
plication and  embezzlement. 

The  English  c(^Ionists  on  Long  Island  brouijht  v.ith  them 
tlie  doclriiie  ihat  taxation  and  representation  were  inseparable 
— that  the  power  of  disposing  of  his  own  money  was  the  birlh- 
li'/ni  of  every  British  subject,  and  one  of  the  elementary  prin- 
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cip''-^  of  British  liberty, — and  that  taxes  could  only  be  imposed 
Willi  !he  consent  of  the  people,  by  their  representatives  in  a  ge- 
i.';ral  assembly. 

'I'licy  had  for  some  years  paid  a  direct  tax  of  a  penny  in  the 
j>;>and  to  defray  the  public  charges  of  the  several  towns  and 
counties,  of  which  they  had  not  complained. 

Tiie  towns  of  Sowthold,  Southampton,  and  Easthainp- 
ton.  in  a  joint  meeting  by  their  delegates  at  Soiithold,  agreed 
to  contribute  to  the  repairing  of  the  fort,  "  if  they  might  have 
ilie  privileges  tliat  other  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  these  parts 
liuve  and  do  enjoy,"  alluding  . to  the  governments  of  INew  En- 
gland. 

June  2  lth,  1672. — The  town  of  Eastliampton,  to  whom  the 
proceedings  of  the  delegates  were  connnunicated,  approved  o( 
iLi-  d-cisinn  of  the  deputies,  and  agreed  to  comply  with  tlic  or- 
d'.T,  '-if  ilio  privileges  may  be  obtained,  but  not  otherwise." 
The-  towns  of  Huntington,  Flushins",  Th:mpstead,  and  Jamaica, 
by  tlie  votes  of  their  respective  town  meetings,  refused  to  cora- 
I)!y  with  the  order,  and  communicated  the  reasons  of  their  refu- 
sal in  writing  to  their  respective  constables  and  overseers,  to 
whom  tlie  order  was  sent. 

The  [>eopie  of  Huntington  assigned  this  among  other  reasons 
(oT  their  refusal,  VIZ  :  "  because  they  were  de[)rivrd  of  the  liber- 
ties of  i']n<^lishnien  ;"  iiitimating  that  tht  y  deemed  it  a  violation 
of  their  constitutional  rights  tb^it  their  money  should  be  taken 
from  them  without  their  consent  by  ilic'ir  representatives  in  a 
general  assembly. 

The  people  of  Jamaica,  in  justification  of  tlicir  refusal,  stated 
tliat  they  considered  themselves  already  sulliciently  burdened 
by  the  enhanced  price  winch  they  paid  for  their  goods,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  duties  which  tlie  governor  had  imposed  on 
them,  in  addition  to  a  penny  in  the  pound,  which  they  paid  to- 
wards the  public  charges.  That  a  compliance  with  the  order 
would  be  contrary  to  the  King's  instructions,  which  forbid  any 
law  to  be  enforced  on  the  country  that  was  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  die  nation  :  meaninir,  that  no  law  for  taking  tlieir  money 
out  of  their  pockets  without  their  consent  by  their  representa- 
tives, was  consistent  with  the  British  constitution.    ''That  on 
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the  same  principle  that  this  order  was  imposedj  they  might  be 
required  to  maintain  the  garrison,  raid  whatever  else  we  know 
not,  till  there  be  no  end  ;  but  if  it  may  appear  to  us  that  it  is  the 
King's  absolute  order  to  impose  the  said  burdens  and  disprivi- 
lege  us,  contrary  to  his  former  2;ood  intentions  and  instructions, 
and  contrary  to  the  liberties  liis  ^Majesty's  subjects  enjoy  in  his 
territories  and  dominions,  we  shall,  with  patience,  rest  under 
the  said  burdens  until  address  be  made  to  the  king  for  relief." 

The  votes  of  Flushing  and  IL-mpstead  have  not  been  disco- 
vered, but  tiiere  is  no  doubt  they  were  to  the  like  effect.  The 
constables  of  Fhishing,  Hempstead,  and  Jamaica,  laid  the  reso- 
kitions  of  their  respective  towns  before  the  ePiSuing  court  of 
{sessions  of  the  north-riding  held  at  Jrmiaica ;  but  it  seems  that 
the  court  did  not  act  on  them.  Tiiey  then  laid  them  before  the 
court  of  sessions  of  the  west-i  idiiiLT,  which  met  the  next  week, 
December  2Ist,  1C70,  at  Gravesend.  That  court,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  tlie  secretary  of  the  colony,  who  presided,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  council,  after  examining  the  writings  containing  the 
proceedings  of  the  said  towns^  iuijndgcd  "  That  the  said  papers 
were  in  themselves  scandalous,  iUei^al,  and  seditious  ;  tending* 
only  to  disafft'ct  all  the  peaccahlc  and  well-meaning  subjects  of 
his  Majestf  in  tliese  ln"s  roy:d  Ilighness's  territories  and  domin- 
ions.*' And  the  court  further  ordered  That  the  said  papers 
should  be  presented  to  tlie  governor  in  council,  for  them  to  pro- 
ceed on  as  they  shall  conceive , will  best  tend  to  the  suppression 
of  false  suggestions  and  jealousit.s  in  the  minds  of  peaceable  and 
well-meaning  subjects  in  alienating  tlicm  from  their  duty  and 
obedience  to  the  laws." 

Agreeably  to  this  illegal  order,  the  papers  were  presented  to  Go- 
vernor Lovelace,  and  v/ere  by  him  and  his  council  adjudged  to 
the  flames,  and  ordered  to  be  publicly  burnt  belore  the  town- 
house  of  the  city,  at  the  next  mayor's  court  to  be  held  there. 

It  was  this  sage  and  humane  Governor  Lovelace,  who,  as 
Smith  in  his  History  of  New  Jersey  informs  us,  in  iGGS  wrote 
to  Sir  Roh.ert  Carr,  who  was  then  in  authority  tfiere,  that  the 
best  method  to  keep  the  people  in  order  was  ''to  lay  such  taxes 
upon  them  as  may  not  give  them  liberty  to  entertain  any  other 
thoughts  but  how  tliey  shall  discharge  them." 
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There  is  a  chasm  in  our  history  from  1672  to  1674,  which 
Knghsh  writers  have  not  seemed  very  anxious  to  supply ;  for 
it  was  during  this  period  that  the  colony  of  New-York  came 
into  the  possession  and  under  the  government  of  its  former  mas- 
tt;rs,  the  Dutch.  In  tlie  war  of  Charles  11.  and  Louis  XIV. 
aixainst  Holland  in  the  year  1773,  the  Dutch  attempted  to 
recover  their  authority  in  America.  In  that  year  two  small 
)3utch  squadrons,  conimanded  by  Captain  Cornelius  Evertsen 
and  Captain  Jacob  Benkes,  were  despatched  to  tlie  West  In- 
dies to  destroy,  as  far  as  possible,  the  English  and  French  West 
India  trade.  In  the  course  of  this  expedition  they  captured  one 
liwndrcd  and  tv/enty  sail  of  English  and  French  merchant  ves- 
.s.j'is,  which  thoy  despatched  to  Europe,  and  which  arrived  safe 
at  Cadiz,  The  captains  of  the  Dutch  squadrons,  highly  ela- 
ted with  their  great  success,  concluded  to  extend  their  opera- 
tions to  New-York.  They  accordingly  united  their  forces,  and 
Sailed  for  their  r>ort  of  destination.  Meeting  with  no  obstacle, 
they  arrived  at  Sandy  Hook  on  the  30th  of  July,  and  in  a 
few  hours  _^wcro  in  full  possession  of  the  city  of  New- York. 
The  garrison,  with  forty  pieces  of  ordnance,  was  taken  witiiout 
opposition  or  a  gun  being  fired.  Captain  Manning,  the  com- 
mandant of  the  fort,  most  cowardly  surrendered  it  to  them 
without  making  any  defence  whatever.  He  v/as  afterwards 
tried  for  treachery  and  cowardice  by  a  court-martird,  and  sen- 
tenced to  have  his  sword  broken  over  his  head. 

The  commanders  of  the  squadron  apf^ointed  Captain  Antho- 
ny Colve  to  be  governor  of  the  colony,  wiio  innnediately  set 
about  reinstating  the  Dutch  government. 

August  14,  1673,  he  issued  a  prockimation  to  the  several 
towns  on  Lonsf  Island,  requiring  eacii  of  them  to  send  two  depu- 
ties to  New-Y"ork,  with  full  powers  to  make  their  si  bmission 
to  the  states  general  and  the  prince  of  Orange  on  behalf  of  the 
town. 

The  Dutch  towns,  and  the  English  towns  that  were  settled 
under  the  Dutch,  submitted  to  the  new^  government.    The  En- 
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glish  towns  seem  at  first  to  have  paid  soiiiC  attention  to  the  pro- 
posals of  the  governor,  but  soon  declined  them. 

October  1st,  1673,  the  Dutch  governor  sent  William  KnyfT 
and  Anthony  Malypart  to  the  English  towns,  reqniring  them 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Oyster  Bay  complied  ;  Hunting- 
ton and  Brookhavcn  offered  to  sign  an  agreement  to  be  faithful 
to  the  Dutch  government,  but  refused  to  take  any  oath  that 
would  bind  them  to  take  np  arms  against  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  three  eastern  towiiS  declined  any  compromise,  and  sent 
deputies  to  Connecticut,  to  solicit  that  colony  to  take  them  under 
her  jurisdiction,  and  to  llirnish  them  with  aid  against  the  Dutch 
if  they  should  attempt  to  enforce  their  demands. 

October  9th,  1673,  the  general  court  reterred  their  applica- 
tion to  a  committee,  consisting  of  tlie  governor,  assistants,  and 
two  others  ;  and  authorized  them,  with  the  concurrence  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Plymouth,  to  grant  their  request,  and  to  do  what 
should  be  most  advantageous  tor  the  mutual  benefit  of  the  par- 
ties. 

The  committee  agreed  to  take  them  under  their  jurisdiction, 
erected  the  three  towns  into  a  county,  establislied  a  county 
court,  appoi^ited  judges  and  sucli  other  civil  and  mihtary  officers 
as  they  deemed  necessary,  and  sent  a  military  force  to  their 
aid. 

October  25th,  the  governor  serit  William  KnyfF  and  Nicholas 
Voss  to  the  towns  of  Huntington  and  Brookhaven  ;  and,  to  in- 
duce them  to  comply  with  his  wishes,  promised  them  liberty  of 
conscience,  security  of  property,  the  choice  of  tlieir  officers,  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  like  privilege  had  been  enjoyed  by  the 
Dutch;  and  also  consented  tliat  the  oath  of  allegiance  should  be 
so  modified  as  to  accomm.odate  tlieir  scruples. 

Huntington  and  Broolchaven  consented  to  yield  to  the  wishes 
of  the  governor  on  condition  that  none  but  tlte  magistrates 
should  take  the  oath  required  of  tliem.  This  was  coi  ceded,  and 
these  two  towns  submitted  on  those  terms. 

October  30th,  the  Dutch  governor  sent  Cornelius  Steenwyck, 
first  councillor,  and  two  others,  to  the  eastern  towns,  to  persuade 
them  to  comply  with  the  same  termc. 
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They  sailed  down  the  Sound,  and  called  at  Shelter  Island, 
where  they  fell  in  with  Samuel  Wyllis  and  Captain  Winthrop, 
who  had  been  sent  to  tfie  island,  by  Connecticut,  to  carry  tlieir 
resolutions  into  effect.  The  Dutch  commissioners  visited  South- 
old,  and  found  the  people  assembled  and  in  arms.  Tliey  offer- 
ed  to  take  their  submission  in  writing,  and  to  accept  of  the  oath 
of  allegiance  from  the  magistrates.  The  people  of  that  town, 
however,  refused  all  maimer  of  submission,  and  the  commission- 
ers returned  without  effecting  the  object  of  their  mission. 

In  tfie  mean  time  the  governor  of  Connecticut  wrote  to  the 
Dntcli  governor,  and  remonstrated  against  his  attempting  to  ex- 
tend his  jurisdiction  over  the  English  towns  that  never  had  been 
subject  to  the  Dutch  government.  This  produced  a  captious 
correspofidence  between  the  two  governors. 

The  Dutch  governor  undertook  to  reduce  the  eastern  towns 
by  force,  and  Connecticut  assisted  them  to  repel  his  attempts. 
The  Dutch  forces  sailed  down  the  Sound  tov/ards  tlic  east  end 
of  the  island,  and  aiiempted  several  descents  ;  but  effected  no- 
thing, except  t!ie  collection  of  a  sum  of  money  of  Nathaniel  Syl- 
vester of  Shelter  Island  tor  the  property  of  his  brother  Constant 
Sylvester,  and  Thomas  :\liddleton,  which  the  Dutch  governor 
had  illegally  jiTonfiscated  nnd  sold  to  him. 

Trumbull,  in  his  history  of  Connecticut,  states  that  the  Dutch 
threatened  the  eastern  towns  with  destruction  by  fire  and  sword, 
unless  they  would  submit  and  swear  allegiance  to  tlie  states  ge- 
neral ;  that  tliey  sent  ships  and  an  armed  Ibrce  towards  the  east 
end  of  the  island,  and  made  several  descents ;  but  that,  by  as- 
sistance of  the  troops  which  had  been  sent  })y  Connecticut,  they 
were  in  all  instances  repulsed  and  driven  t>om  the  island. 

October  14th,  1675.  the  general  court  of  ConnecliciU  returned 
Major  Treat  public  thanks  for  his  srood  conduct  in  defending 
the  colony  and  the  towns  on  Long  Island  against  the  Dutch, 
and  for  his  subsequent  services. 

November  26th,  1673,  Connecticut,  in  conjunction  with  her 
confederates,  declared  war  against  the  Dutch,  and  made  prepa- 
rations to  commence  hostile  operations  in  the  spring. 

The  Dutch  governor  seems  to  have  been  alarmed  at  these 
preparations.    March  27th,  J  674,  he  ordered  all  vessels  to  be 

16 


122 


HISTORY  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 


removed  to  a  particular  place,  lest  they  siiould  hinder  the  de- 
fence of  the  city  ;  and  made  provision  for  the  transportation  of 
the  inliabitants  of  the  neighboring  villages  "  in  case  of  an  at- 
^  tack." 

Peace  was  concluded  in  Europe,  February  9th,  1674,  and  the 
news  of  it  suspended  hostilities,  altliough  no  official  account  of 
it  was  received  till  several  months  atterwards. 

By  the  treaty,  all  conquests  were  to  be  restored  to  their  for- 
mer owners  ;  but  no  person  being  sent  to  receive  the  surrender 
of  the  colony,  the  Briti-sh  government  was  not  reinstated  until 
the  ensuing  fall. 

The  ])eople  of  Southold,  Southampton,  and  Easthampton, 
dreaded  tlie  prospect  of  a  return  to  the  Duke's  government,  and 
determined  to  use  their  utmost  efforts  to  resist  it.  They  accor- 
dingly chose  delegates,  and  sent  them  to  Connecticut  to  solicit 
their  continuance  under  the  protection  and  government  of  that 
colony. 

May  14th,  1674,  the  general  court  took  their  applicanon 
into  consideration,  and  consented  that  they  should  continue  in 
association  with  that  colony,  with  the  same  privileges  as  other 
towns,  as  far  as  was  in  their  power  to  make  the  grant. 

The  geaieral  court  also  appointed  or  re-appointed  Captain 
John  Youngs,  Captain  John  Ilowel,  and  Mr.  John  ^lulford, 
judges  of  the  county  Cv)urt,  and  appointed  Samuel  Wyllis,  John 
Talcott,  and  the  secretary,  or  any  two  of  them,  to  go  over  to 
the  island  to  order  and  settle  the  affairs  of  the  people  there,  and 
to  establish  such  njllitary  ofilcers  among  them  as  they  should 
judge  necessary. 

June  13th,  1674,  the  town  of  l  lasthampton  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, who  were  ordered,  in  conjunction  with  Southampton 
and  Southold,  to  petition  the  king  to  siilTer  them  to  continue 
mider  the  jurisdiction  of  Connecticut. 

These  towns  continued  attached  to  Connecticut  when  the 
colony  was  restored  to  the  Duke  of  York. 

THE  Ui:ST0RAT10N  OF  THE  DUKe's  GOVERNMENT. 


After  the  conclusion  of  peace,  June  29th,  1G74,  the  Duke  of 
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Vt^rk,  to  remove  all  doubt  respecting  his  title,  obtained  a  new 
patt'tii  for  the  territories  which  had  been  granted  to  him  by  the 
l>atc!it  of  March  12th,  16G4;  and  shortly  after  appointed  I^Xajorj 
aUcTwards  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  governor  of  his  territories  iu 
America. 

October  31st,  1674,  Sir  Edmund  arrived  at  New- York,  re- 
ceived the  surrender  of  the  colony  from  the  Dutch  authorities, 
and  reinstated  the  Duke's  former  system  of  government.  Sir 
Jvimimd  immediately  sent  to  the  three  eastern  towns,  requiring 
them  to  return  to  the  government  of  the  Duke  of  York. 

The  deputies  of  the  three  towns  sent  a  memorial  to  the  go- 
vernor, in  which  they  state  "  That,  by  the  aid  furnished  them  by 
the  kindness  of  Connecticutj  they  had  repelled  the  Dutch;  that 
thv')'  had  joined  them,  and  come  under  that  government ;  that 
O.'.id  government  had  appointed  both  tlieir  civil  and  military 
oiiiotTs  ;  that  tiiey  had  become  bound  by  oatli  to  that  colony, 
find  could  not  dissolve  the  connexion  without  their  approbation." 

November  17th,  the  people  of  Soutliold,  by  a  vote  of  their 
town  meetimr,  declared  th.cmselves  "to  be  under  the  government 
of  his  Majesty's  colony  of  Connecticut,  and  that  they  would  use 
all  lawful  means  so  to  continue." 

Th^^  town  o/Easthampton  instructed  their  deputies,  who  were 
appointed  to  consult  witli  tliose  of  the  other  towns,  what  course 
they  should  take  *^  to  sec  that  ail  lawful  endeavors  be  put  forth 
to  the  utmost  for  our  continuance-under  that  government." 

November  ISth,  1G74,  the  governor  and  council  ordered  that 
a  messenger  be  again  sent  to  the  three  towns,  requiring  them  to 
restore  the  former  overseers  and  constables  to  their  places,  '-un- 
der the  penalty  of  being  declared  rel)els  ;"  and  ordered  the  three 
deputies  who  signed  the  memorial  on  beliaJf  of  tlie  respective 
towns,  to  wit:  John  Mulford,  John  llowelhand  Jolm  Youngs, 
to  appear  and  answer  before  the  council  on  the  like  penalty 

Thus  the  endeavors  of  the  eastern  towns  to  continue  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  Connecticut  were  unavailiiig,  and  they  were 
obliged,  however  reluctantly,  to  return  to  tlie  government  of 
the  Duke  of  York. 

Sir  Edmund  pursued  the  same  arbitrary  course  that  his  pre- 
decessor had  done. 
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NovcHiber  26th,  1674,  he  s.iispcnded  a  term  of  the  court  of 
sessions  in  the  east-riciing  of  Yorkshire,  and  ordered  the  towns 
of  Hantiii::^ton  and  Brookhaven  to  }iave  their  business  for  the 
term  transactea  at  tlie  ensuing  court  of  sessions  at  Jamaica  in 
the  north-riding,  because  the  three" eastern  towns  had  not  re- 
turned the  accounts  of  the  constables  and  overseers  of  those 
towns  according  to  his  orders. 

In  April,  16S1,  the  satne  governor  arbitrarily  summoned 
Isaac  Piatt,  Epenetus  Piatt,  Sauaiel  Titus,  Jonas  Wood,  and 
Thomas  Wicks,  inhabitants  of  Huntington,  to  New-York  ;  and 
caused  tliem  to  be  imprisoned  without  trial,  and  without  being 
chargeable  with  any  h:2;ii\  olletice,  but,  as  is  supposed,  merely  for 
having  attended  a  meeting  of  delegates  of  the  several  towns  for 
the  purpose  of  contriving  the  means  of  procuring  a  redress  of 
grievances.  Sir  Edinund  seems  shortly  after  to  have  left  the 
colony.  June  29th,  1681,  Anthony  Brockholst  presided  in  the 
court  of  assize  as  commander-in-chief 
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June  29th,  1681,  the  grand  jury,  at  a  special  court  of  assize, 
in  which  Anthony  Brockholst  presided,  presented  the  want  of 
a  general  -assembly  as  a  grievance  ;  and  the  court  appointed 
Captain  John  Youngs,  the  high  sheriff. of  Yorkshire,  to  draw  a 
petition  to  be  sent  to  tlie  Duke  of  York  for  the  privilege  ;  which 
he  did,  and  it  was  signed  by  tiie  clerk,  by  order  of  the  court, 
and  forwarded  to  hks  iloyal  lli^'mf^ss,  who  seems  to  have  lis- 
tened to  the  prayer  of  th<^  petition,  and  instructed  the  new  go- 
vernor to  summon  a  general  assembly  as  soon  as  he  arrived  in 
the  colony. 

Col.  Thomas  Dongan,  the  new  governor,  arrived  Au^^ust 
27'th,  16S3,  and  soon  after  issued  oniers  to  the  high  sheriff  to 
convene  the  freeholders  of  the  several  ridings,  to  choose  re- 
presentatives to  meet  him  in  asst-mbly  the  17th  of  October  eii- 

This  first  assembly  met  according  to  the  summons,  in  New- 
York,  October  17th,  1 683,  and  elected  Matthias  Nichols,  one 
of  the  representatives  from  New- York,  their  speaker. 
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T;;-'  .ts^enibly,  at  their  fuist  session,  adopted  a  bill  of  rights, 
«  ii'i>'i--d  courts  or'  iiistice,  repealed  sonie  of  the  most  ol)iiox- 
j.i'i^  o!  I'le  Dake's  laws,  altered  and  amended  others,  and  passed 
viicii  n^u'  laws  as  they  judged  the  circuuistances  of  tiie  colony 

IW  the  act  of  October  29th,  1683,  a  court  was  established  in 
ovi'ry  tov^'n,  for  the  trial  of  causes  of  debt  and  trespass  under 
fjrty  s}iiihn2:s,  to  be  hoiden  the  first  Wednesday  of  every 
niontii,  by  three  persons  comn^iissioned  for  that  purpose,  with- 
out a  jury,  unless  demanded  by  one  of  the  parties,  and  tlien  to 
]>v  granted  at  the  expense  of  the  party  demanding  it.  A  court, 
called  a  court  of  sessions,  was  established,  to  be  held  yearly  in 
every  county  by  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  said  coimty, 
or  rmy  tiip-e  or  more  of  them,  for  the  trial  of  all  causes,  civil 
aii'l  eri:!:inal,  arising  in  the  county,  by  the  verdict  of  twelve 
in  :i  ;  ih>'  court  to  continue  only  three  days.  A  court  of  gene- 
r.d  junxJierion  wus  established,  called  a  court  of  Oyer  and 
Tcriniju-r  aiid  L:eneral  gaol  delivery,  with  power  to  remove  (dl 
crises  ;i(id  jiulLnnents  over  five  pounds  from  inferior  courts; 
i'lnd  I)  examine,  correct,  or  reverse  the  same  ;  to  be  hoiden  by 
n  j:iJ  je  and  tour  justices  of  the  peace,  to  be  commissioned  for 
that  [>urp'jse  in  each  respective  county  osice  in  every  year. 
K.'JiVT  by  a  Kiw  or  an  ordinance  in  IGSl,  two  judges  were  ap- 
pomtvd  to  hold  this  court. 

This  asseiubly  had  another  session  in  October,  16S1.  At 
that  session  they  abolished  the  court  of  assize,  made  further 
alterations  in  the  Duke's  laws,  and  enacted  several  new  ones. 

A  new  assembly  was  summoned  in  September,  1(3S5,  and 
jnet  at  New- York  the  ensuing  October,  and  chose  "William 
Pinhorne  their  speaker.  This  assembly  passed  several  acts, 
amonix  v/hich  were  the  two  following,  to  wit  :  An  act,  passed 
ISove:i!}>er  4th,  1GS5,  for  regulating  the  proceedings  of  monthly 
courts  thromrliout  the  province,  by  which  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court  was  extcMided  to  tive  pounds  ;  and  an  act,  passed  No- 
vi,'n]l)er  7th,  lGb.5,  for  removmi:  the  court  of  sessions  of  Iving's 
Comity  fiom  Gravesend  l'l-atl)Ush. 

Tiicre  is  no  evidi-nct^  that  tins  assembly  ever  met  aoain,  or 
thai  any  other  was  bunnnoned,  except  one  by  Leisier  during 
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his  exercise  of  supreme  pou'cr,  until  the  arrival  of  a  governor 
under  Wiiham  and  Mary  in  161U. 

Charles  II.  died  February  6th,  I6S5,  and  the  Duke  of  York 
succeeded  him  by  the  title  of  James  H. ;  and  as  he  determined 
to  have  as  httle  to  do  with  parUarnents  as  possible,  so  it  is 
probable  thai  he  revoked  the  power  wliieh  he  had  given  to  his 
governoi-s  to  call  assemblies,  and  determined  that  they  should 
rule  the  colony  by  his  instruction.-:;  alone,  without  admitting  the 
people  to  any  participation  in  tlie  pubUc  councils. 

By  the  act  of  November  2\){h,  IGSo,  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil were  constituted  a  court  of  chancery,  with  an  appeal  to  the 
king.  The  governor  was  autliori'/cd  to  appoint  a  deputy  and 
other  officers. 

On  the  2d  of  November,  1633,  an  act  was  passed  to  divide 
the  province  into  shires  and  counties  ;  in  v/hichit  is  enacted  as 
follows  : 

"  (iuEEx's  County,  to  coiitoyne  the  severall  towns  of  New- 
town, Jamaica,  Flushing,  Hempstead,  and  Oyster  Bay  ;  with  the 
several  out-farms,  scttlt;ments,  and  |/iantacons  adjacent. 

King's  County,  to  coiiteyne  the  severall  towns  of  Bosh- 
wyck,  Bedford,  Bruckiyii,  Fil;itf)us]i,  Fiiatlands,  New  Utreht, 
and  Gravesend  ;  with  the  several]  settlements  and  plantacons  ad- 
jacent. 

Suffolk  County,  to  conteyne  tlie  severall  towns  of  Hun- 
tington, Smithfield,  Brookhavcn,  Southampton,  Soutliold,  East- 
harapton  to  Montauk  Point,  ShoUer  Island,  tlie  Island  of  ^YightJ 
Fisher's  Island,  and  Plumb  Island  ;  with  the  several  out-farms 
and  plantacons  adjacent." 

Andross  having  been  appointed  governor  of  New  England, 
New-York  was  added  to  liis  government;  m\d  an  order  of  the 
king  WHS  read  in  council  at  New-York,  .luly  2Sth,  16SS,  di- 
rectino^  Colonel  Dongan  to  deliver  the  seal  of  the  province  to 
Sir  Edmund,  who  shortly  after  re-visiti'd  the  province  and  as- 
sumed the  government. 

August  25th,  he  issued  nev.^  commissions  to  the  civil  officers 
of  King's  and  Queen's  counties. 

On  his  return  to  Boston,  the  affiairs  of  Nev/-York  were  con- 
ducted by  Nicholson  the  lieutenant  governor,  and  council. 
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Ii  is-  supposed  that  Col.  Doncrr^n  immediately  retired  to  his 
f.irin  as  a  private  citizen,  where  he  remained  until  the  spring  of 
lOlU,  or  loncrer,  before  he  left  the  country. 

The  news  of  the  accession  of  William  and  Mary  to  the 
tlirone  reached  Boston  in  April,  16S9 ;  and  the  peof>le  imme- 
diately rose,  seized  the  governor,  whose  tyranny  had  become 
intolerable,  and  imprisoned  him,  where  they  determined  to  de- 
tain him  till  they  could  hear  from  England. 

The  news  of  die  proceedings  in  Boston  prompted  certain 
persons  in  New- York,  whose  zeal  or  cmjbition  was  too  impatient 
of  delay  to  await  the  changes  which  would  necessarily  have 
succceeded  tlie  revolution  in  England,  to  wrest  the  government 
out  of  the  hands  of  Nicholson  the  lieutenant  governor. 

May  31stj  Captain  Jacob  Leisler  put  himself  at  the  head  of 
Ui.-  p;irty,  seized  the  fort  and  kept  possession  of  it.  June  3d, 
h**  was  joined  by  tlie  other  captains  of  the  militia,  with  their 
companies.  Tliey  immediately  issued  a  proclamation,  stating 
that  their  intention  in  seizing  tlie  tort  was  to  keep  it  for  King 
AVilliam  :  and  that  tfiey  would  surrender  it  to  the  governor 
who  should  be  a|>pointed  by  him.  Nicholson  immediately 
retired  aboard  a  vessel,  and  returned  to  England.  June  12th, 
,  Leisler  and  his  friends  wrote  to  the  several  towns  on  Long 
Lsland,  invrtln^r  them  to  send  two  men  from  each  county  to 
meet  the  deputies  of  the  otlier  counties  at  New- York,  on  the 
26th  instant,  to  form  a  committee  of  safety  ;  and  also  to  send 
two  men  from  each  town  to  assist  in  guarding  tlio  fort. 

It  is  supposed  that  King's  and  Queen's  counties  complied 
with  the  request,  althougli  there  was  a  powerful  opposition  in 
Uueen's  county  to  the  measure. 

The  several  towns  in  Sulfolk  met  by  tlieir  deputies  at  South- 
ampton, June  20th,  where  a  majority  of  them  refused  to  send 
deputies  to  New- York  ;  and  immcdiat«dy  opened  a  negotiation 
with  Connecticut,  and  made  anoiher  m]successi''nl  effort  to  put 
themselves  under  the  jurisdiction  of  that  colony,  the  laws  and 
institutions  of  which  were  more  congenial  with  their  ideas  of 
good  govermncfit  than  those  of  any  royal  province. 

Most  or  all  of  the  other  counties,  it  is  supposed,  sent  their 
deputies  to  New- York. 
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The  committee  of  safety,  which  met  at  New- York  June 
26thj  16S9,  (T'^ve  Leisler  the  superintendance  of  tliinfrs  ;  and  he 
managed  tlie  public  afiairs  according  to  their  advice  till  the 
ensuins^  Axil. 

In  December,  letters  were  received  from  England,  directed 
to  '-'Francis  INicholsoii,  or  in  his  absence  to  such  as  for  the 
time  being  take  care  for  preserving  the  peace  and  administer- 
ing the  laws  in  their  Majesty's  province  of  New-York  in 
America;"  and  authorizing  Nicholson  "to  take  upon  him  the 
chief  command,  and  to  appoint,  for  his  assistance,  as  many  of 
the  principal  freeholders  and  inhabitants  as  he  should  think 
fit." 

Leisler  chose  to  consider  tfjesc  letters,  in  the  absence  of 
Nicholson,  as  addressed  to  himself,  and  immediately  assumed 
the  title  and  power  of  lieutenant  governor.  He  selected  a 
council,  appointed  public  odicers  in  tlie  several  counties,  and 
commissioned  them  in  his  own  name,  and  demanded  an  entire 
submission  to  his  authority. 

He  summoned  a  general  assembly  in  the  spring  of  1690, 
(probably  to  procure  supplies  lor  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  ;) 
which  met  in  New-York  the  21th  of  April,  and  chose  John 
Spratt  their  speaker.  It  is  not  known  that  any  thing  was  done 
at  this  ^:ieeting. 

They  were  soon  prorogued  to  the  1st  of  September.  No 
members  attended  from  Suliolk,  Albany,  and  Ulster ;  and  one 
from  New- York,  and  one  from  Queen's  County,  refused  to 
serve  :  so  that  it  could  not  iiave  consisted  of  more  tiian  eiofht  or 
nine  members. 

During  this  period  the  towns  in  Suffolk  County  had  several 
meetings  to  consult  about  the  course  which  it  would  be  proper 
for  them  to  pursue,  v/ithout  coming  to  any  agreement.  The 
summons  to  choose  assembly-men  was  received  March  15th, 
1G90,  which  they  refused  to  obey. 

The  peo[)le  of  Huntington,  in  April,  1690,  signified  their 
willingness  to  recognize  the  autliority  of  Leisler. 

The  people  of  Easthampton  came  to  a  resolution,  the  3d  of 
May,  that  they  would  not  submit  to  Leisler,  but  would  continue 
as  they  were.    This  town  consented,  however,  September  9th, 
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1^)90^  that  certain  monies  which  they  had  formerly  raised  for 
public  use,  and  \yhich  had  not  been  paid  to  the  government, 
should  be  paid  to  lieisier,  or  to  his  order, 

The  county  sent  no  members  to  the  assembly,  and  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  reconciled  toLeisler's  autliority  ;  but  contin- 
ued in  a  divided  and  neutral  condition  durinsr  his  administration. 

January  1st,  1690,  Leisler  issued  a  warrant  to  have  Andrew 
Gibb,  the  clerk  of  Q^ueen's  County,  brought  before  him,  to  an- 
swer for  not  delivering  the  papers  belonging  to  the  office  to  Mr. 
jDcnton,  the  new  clerk,  whom  he  had  appointed. 

February  15t!i,  he  issued  orders  to  the  sheriff,  and  to  the  civi! 
and  military  ofllcers  of  that  county,  to  secure  Col.  Thomas 
Doiigan,  the  late  governor,  in  his  own  liouse,  and  to  bring  Col. 
Tlionias  Willett,  Capt.  Thomas  Ilicks,  Daniel  Whitehead,  and 
IM'A'arJ  Antill,  Esquires,  before  the  council. 

lebru.ary  21st,  he  gave  orders  to  have  Col.  Dongan,  Ste- 
j^hca  Van  Cortland,  Anthony  Brockholst,  and  Matthew  Plow- 
nian,  l^S'iuires,  seized  and  brought  betbre  him. 

August  9ih,  lo'Ji),  Leisler  issued  a  proclamation,  requiring 
iho  members  of  assembly  to  meet  at  New- York  the  first  day  of 
September  ensninir,  to  which  day  they  were  prorogued. 

Au'j^ust  llth.  afrer  reciting  tiiat  Nathaniel  Pierson,  one  of  the 
deputies  elected  to  the  assembly  for  Queen's  County,  and  Wil- 
helmus  iieekman,  one  of  the  d(.>puties  from  New-York,  had  re- 
fused to  serve  at  the  meeting  in  April,  he  ordered  those  coun- 
ties respectively  to  choose  others  in  thuir  room,  to  meet  with 
the  deputies  of  the  other  counties  at  ilieir  cns^uiug  session  in 
September. 

It  seems  that  the  opposition  in  duceiis  was  not  suppressed  by 
the  measures  before  taken  for  that  purpose. 

October  ISth,  1690,  Leisler  ordered  Mojor  ?iIilbourn  "  to 
take  what  force  he  could  raise,  to  suppress  the  opposition  in 
Queen's  County." 

October  26th,  he  suspended  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer, 
about  to  sit  in  King's  County,  until  the  counties  on  Long 
Island  should  be  reduced  to  obedience.'- 

October  BOth^  Leisler,  after  stating  liiat  a  rebellion  existed  in 
Queen's  County,  issued  orders  to  Samuel  Staats  and  Capt. 

ir 


130 


HISTORY  OF  LONG  ISLAND, 


Thomas  Williams  to  suppress  it  "  He  also  ordered  Thomas 
Williams  and  Samuel  Edsdall  to  go  to  Flushing  Bay  toexamine 
the  vessels  there,  to  see  that  none  were  employed  in  a  way  pre- 
judicial to  his  interest.  Capt.  Richard  Irjgolshy  arrived  at  New- 
York  with  his  company  tfie  last  of  January,  1691,  and  demand- 
ed possession  of  the  fort,  which  Leisler  refused  ;  which  added 
a  new  subject  to  the  public  contentions. 

The  colony  seems  to  have  continued  in  this  convulsed  con- 
dition to  the  end  of  Leisler's  administration. 

Leisler's  authority  was  terminated  by  the  arrival  of  Henry 
Slaughter,  the  new  governor,  ]\Iarch  19th,  1691. 

He  refused  to  deliver  up  the  fort  to  ilie  new  governor  ;  and 
thus  violated  all  his  former  professions  of  zeal  for  King  William, 
forfeited  all  claim  to  any  merit  for  tiis  services,  and  incurred 
the  reproach  as  well  as  the  penrdty  of  usurpation. 

Leisler,  and  Milbourn  his  son-in-law,  were  tried  and  convict- 
ed of  high  treason  ;  and  the  warrant  for  their  execution  was  is- 
sued by  the  advice  of  both  the  council  and  assembly. 

Leisler's  son  preferred  a  comj)laint  against  the  governor,  which 
was  referred  to  the  lords  of  trade  ;  who  reported,  i\Iarch  11th, 
1692,  "-that  they  were  humbly  of  opinion  that  Jacob  Leisler 
and  Jacob  Milbourn,  deceased,  were  condemned,  and  had  suifer- 
ed  according  to  law." 

November  12th,  1G91,  the  parliament,  on  the  application  of 
Leisler's  son,  reversed  their  attainder ;  and,  in  compassion  to 
their  fomilies,  restored  them  tlieir  estates. 

In  the  journals  of  the  colonial  assembly,  April  ISth,  1691, 
much  credit  is  allov/ed  by  ihcm  to  be  due  to  Captain  William 
Kidd  for  his  many  good  services  done  tor  the  province  in  at- 
tending, as  they  say,  with  his  vessels  ;  and  expressing  an  opin- 
ion that  he  should  be  suitably  rewarded  ;  and  accordingly  we 
fmd  that  the  same  assembly,  upon  tlie  Mth  of  May  next  ensu- 
ing, made  an  order  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  should  be  paid  to  Captain  Kidd  as  a  suitable-  acknow- 
ledgment for  the  important  benefits  whicli  the  colony  had  de- 
rived from  his  services."  The  comniission  of  Governor 
Slaughter,  of  January  9th,  15S9,  constituted  the  foundation  of 
the  Colonial  government  iiere,  after  the  revolution  in  Enirland, 
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Rf^l  coiitimied  as  it  was  then  settled,  with  few  innovations,  un- 
til riic  American  revohition.    The  executive  power  was  vested 
Ui  ihe  governor;  and  the  legislative  power  in  the  governor, 
council,  and  assembly,  subject  to  the  revision  of  the  kiug,  to 
whom  all  laws  were  to  be  sent  within  three  months  after  their 
pa-^sage.    The  council  at  first  consisted  of  seven  members, 
which  number  was  afierwards  increased  to  twelve,  and  were 
appointed  by  the  king.    The  assembly  vv^as  composed  of  dele- 
gates from  each  county,  chosen  by  the  freeholders.    The  num- 
ber was  regulated  by  law.    The  term  of  service  was  indefinite 
till  1743,  when  it  was  limited  to  seven  years.    Among  the  first 
acts  of  the  administration  of  Governor  Slaughter,  was  that  of 
i^Iay  Gth,  1091,  for  quieting  and  settling  the  public  disorders, 
which  had  long  prevailed  to  the  destruction  of^public  confidence 
and  rt'gard  lor  private  right.    Another  act  was  passed  at  the 
sath'i  iumi  for  confirming  all  previous  charters,  patents  and 
grants,  luidcr  the  seal  of  the  province,  both  which,  acts  gave 
very  ge[ieral  satisfactioii.    Governor  Slaughter  died  suddenly, 
and  Vv'as  buried  in  old  Governor  Stuyvesant's  vault.    The  gov- 
ernment for  the  remainder  of  the  year  1691  was  administered 
by  Richard  Ingolsby,  the  lieutenant  governor,  and  continued 
till  the  arrival  of  Benjamin  Fletcher  in  1692.    He  soon  got  at 
variance  with  the  assembly,  and  became  of  course  unpopular, 
lie  consulted  his  own  mercenary  views  more  than  the  interest 
of  the  people  he  was  sent  to  rule  over.    One  of  the  acts  of 
Governor  Fletcher  w^as  the  establishment  of  a  public  fair  or 
market  at  Jamaica  every  Thursday,  for  the  sale  of  all  kmds  of 
cattle,  grain,  &.c.  ;  and  for  holding  two  fair^  yearly  in  tlic  coun- 
ties of  Sufiblk  and  Queens,  and  one  in  the  county  of  Kings. 
The  one  for  Kings  to  be  held  at  Flatbush,  those  for  Clueens  at 
Jamaica,  and  those  for  Sufiblk,  one  at  Soutliampton  and  the 
other  at  Southold.    An  act  was  also  passed  April  lOth,  1693,  for 
calling  Long  Island  the  "  Island  of  Nassau,"  which  v.'as  never  po- 
pular, and  became  obsolete  in  a  few  years  thereafter.    It  was  dur- 
ing theadministration  of  Governor  Fletcher  that  the  first  printing 
press  was  established  in  the  city  of  New-York,  by  William  Brad- 
ford, an  important  era  in  its  history,  and  an  event  worthy  of  long 
remembrance.    By  the  act  of  May  Gth,  1691,  the  courts  of  com- 
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men  pleas  and  sessions  were  distinctly  orcranized.  The  court 
of  common  pleas  was  to  be  holden  by  o.  judge  and  three  justices, 
to  be  assigned  for  that  purpose  ;  three  of  whom  to  form  a  quo- 
rum, with  power  to  hear  and  determine  all  causes  arising  in  the 
county,  triable  at  the  common  law  ;  and  whose  decision  should 
be  final  in  all  cases  under  twenty  pounds,  except  where  the  ti- 
tle to  land  came  in  question. 

The  court  of  sessions  was  to  be  holden  by  the  justices  of 
the  peace  in  Kings  the  second  Tuesday  of  May  and  September, 
at  Flatbush ;  in  (Queens,  the  third  Tuesday  of  May  and  Sep- 
tember, at  Jamaica  ;  and  in  Suifolk,  the  last  Tuesday  in  March 
at  Southamptorj,  and  tlie  last  Tuesday  in  September  at  South- 
old ;  to  continue  only  two  days.  The  court  of  common  pleas 
was  to  be  opened  immediately  after  the  termination  of  the  ses- 
sions, and  to  continue  only  two  days. 

The  act  which  w^as  passed  for  settling  a  ministry  and  raising 
a  maintenance  for  them  was  exiremely  unpopular,  except 
among  Episcopalians,  for  whose  benefit  it  was  perhaps  covertly 
intended,  and  excited  very  general  discontent.  From  the  lan- 
guage of  the  act  itself,  and  the  character  of  many  who  were  in 
favor  of  it,  it  seemed  that  there  could  have  been  no  intention 
of  confining  its  benefits  exchisively  to  the  church  of  England 
party;  and  accordingly  the  assembly,  to  make  the  matter  more 
clear  and  satisfactory,  in  1095  resolved  that  the  benefits  of  the 
act  extended  to  the  dissenting  protestant  clergy  equally  with 
others  ;^  but  the  governor  rejected  that  interpretation,  and  ap- 
plied it  solely  to  the  Episcopal  clergymen,  and  they  continued 
to  engross  its  advantages  lill  the  j)eriod  of  the  American  revo- 
lution. By  this  act,  among  other  things,  Queen's  County  was 
divided  into  two  precincts,  namely,  Hempstead  and  Jamaica. 
The  piecinct  of  Hempstead  inchidcd  tlie  tovrnship  of  Oyster 
Bay,  andthe  precinct  of  Jamaica  also  includi.d  tlie  town  of  Flush- 
ing. There  were  at  this  time  a  very  lew  families  of  Epis- 
copalians in  the  country;  and  the  application  of  the  act,  accord- 
ing to  his  ]-]xcellency's  exposition  of  it,  was  deemed  an  imposi- 
tion, and  a  grievance  of  no  ordinary  magiiitude.  The  result 
was  of  course  that  the  great  mass  of  inhabitants  were  most  un- 
justly obliged  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  ministers  of  ano- 
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Xrx'T  church,  whose  ceremonies  and  doctrines  tlie)^  believed  to 
U'  huili  erroneous  and  ridiculous. 

<  I'uvernor  Fletcher  continued  in  the  administration  of  the 
L^Jv^Tninent  till  the  close  of  the  year  169S,  and  was  succeeded 
\>y  iUchard,  Earl  of  Beliamont,  who  retained  the  ollice  till 
17U1.  One  of  the  most  important  and  popular  acts  of  his  ad- 
ministration was  that  passed  the  12th  of  May,  1679,  for  vacat- 
ing, breaking  and  annulling/'  several  very  extravagant  grants 
of  his  immediate  predecessor  to  some  of  his  party  favorites, 
and  to  the  vestry  and  wardens  of  Trinity  Church.  In  1701, 
John  Nanfan.Esq.,  was  appointed  lieutenant  governor.  He  held 
the  office  but  a  single  year,  and  was  superseded  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Edwardj  Lord  Cornbury.  The  real  name  of  his  Excel- 
lency w;u<  t^lward  Hyde,  and  he  was  the  son  of  the  celebrated 
J-'nri  of  Clurendon  ;  and  liaving  been  among  tlie  first  to  desert 
from  the  army  of  King  James,  his  ^Majesty  King  WiUiamclioseto 
m  ike  iamsome  return  for  liis  loyaUy  to  him,  by  appointing  him 
governor  of  New-York.  It  would  appear,  however,  that  Ills  sense 
of  jusiice  was  as  wealcas  his  bigotry  was  uncontrollable,  as  the 
following  among  other  instances  may  serve  to  illustrate. 

lJuring  a  great  sickness  m  New- York,  the  governor  and 
council  decided  upon  removing  into  the  country,  and  the  vil- 
lage of  Jamaica  was  deemed  the  most  convenient  on  many  ac- 
counts. Tiie  Presbyterian  minister,  I\Ir.  Hubbard,  happening 
to  live  in  one  of  the  best  houses  in  the  place,  his  Excellency 
rojuested  ^to  be  allov/ed  the  use  of  it,  which  v/as  politely 
tendered  by  the  occupant,  and  Mr.  Hubbard  pnt  Inmselftoa 
considerable  trouble  and  mconvenionco  for  tlic  governors  ac- 
commodation. The  consequences  were  dilibrent  from  what 
he  could  have  expected,  even  from  a  gentleman.  In  return  for 
his  generosity,  tlie  governor,  instead  of  surrendering  tlie  house 
to  its  origmal  possessor,  when  about  to  leave  the  place  most 
perfidiously  delivered  it  into  the  hands  of  the  Episcopal  party, 
and  even  encouraged  the  slicrilf  to  seize  upon  the  parsonai^e 
lands  also,  and  appropriate  them  for  the  bonetit  of  that  denomi- 
nation. This  illegal  and  wanton  act  of  tiie  governor  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  series  of  dilFiculties  in  the  churches  of  Jamaica, 
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which  continued  to  disturb  thi  ir  liarmony  for  more  than  twen- 
ty years.  In  addition  to  this  act  ot"  baseness,  the  same  gover- 
nor, in  J 707,  actually  caused  two  Presbyterian  ministers  to  be 
imprisoned  for  presuming  to  preach  witliout  his  particular  li- 
cense. This  miserable  tool  of  royalty  was  a  bankrupt  in  repu- 
tation and  fortune  at  home,  and  had  been  sent  here  to  fatten 
upon  the  people.  Queen  Anne,  who  succeeded  to  the  throne 
m  1702,  continued  his  appointment.  He  llnally  left  the  coun- 
try in  170S,  and  returned  to  Europe,  He  died  at  Chelsea  on 
the  1st  of  April,  1723. 

He  was  succeeded  in  the  oiiice  of  governor  of  New- York  by 
Lord  Lovelace,  Baron  of  Hurley,  wiio  dying  a  few  months  af- 
ter, left  Mr.  Ingolsby,  who  wris  governor  once  before,  to  ad- 
minister the  government ;  and  he  being  displaced,  Gerardus 
Beekman,  president  of  the  council,  in  the  absence  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, filled  the  ollice  till  April,  1710. 

General  Robert  Hunter  assumed  the  administration  as  gover- 
nor in  1710,  which  he  retained  till  1719.  About  three  thou- 
sand persons,  who  were  callt'd  Palatines,  accompanied  him  to 
America  for  the  purposes  of  settlement.  These  people  had 
shortly  before  lied  to  England  from  the  rage  of  religious  per- 
secution in  Germany.  Many  of  them  settled  m  the  city 
of  New-York,  where  they  erected  a  Lutheran  church; 
while  others  located  on  a  tract  of  some  thousand  acres  in  the 
manor  of  Livingston.  It  v.- as  during  the  adrahiistration  of 
Governor  Hunter,  that  an  cxp'>dition  was  undertaken  against 
Canada,  and  vvhich  failed  entireiy,  after  a  very  considerable 
waste  of  time  and  money.  On  the  2ud  of  November,  1717,  an 
act  was  passed  for  destroying  foxes  and  wild  cats  upon  Long 
Island,  they  having  beconie  both  numerous  and  mischievous. 
The  reward  tor  killing  a  wild  cat  was  nine  shillings,  and  for  a 
fox,  five  shillings. 

Colonel  Peter  Scluiyler,  as  president  of  the  council,  directed 
the  affairs  of  the  province  from  the  time  of  Governor  Hunter's 
departure  till  the  17tli  of  September,  1720,  when  AViliiam  Bur- 
net, Esq.  assumed  tlie  government.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of 
the  celebrated  Bishop  Burnet,  and  was  born  at  the  Hague,  in 
March,  1663.    He  was  named  William  in  honor  of  the  Prince 
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of  Oranc^",  who  was  his  godfather.  His  means  Jiad  been  dis- 
stp.st'-J  ill  ihe  great  Soulh-Sea  scheme,  and  the  office  of  gover- 
nor of  New-York  was  intended  to  repair  in  some  measure  his 
hroiceii  fortunes.  In  the  assembly  of  the  year  1721,  and  main- 
ly, as  is  supposed,  through  the  influence  of  the  governor,  a 
very  singular  bill  was  introduced,  with  the  more  singular  title 
of  ^'  An  act  against  denying  the  divinity  of  our  Saviour  Jesus 
Ciirist ;  the  doctrine  of  the  blessed  Trinity;  the  truth  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  and  spreading  atheistical  books  but  the  good 
.sense  of  the  assembly  immediately  rejected  the  bill.  On  the 
17th  of  June,  1726,  an  act  was  passed,  entitled  ''An  act  to  pre- 
vent the  setting  on  fire  or  burning  the  old  grass  on  Hempstead 
Plains,  which,"  says  the  preamble  of  the  act,  "  is  frequently  set 
on  fire  by  several  of  the  inhabitants,  through  folly  and  the  gratis 
flctrioii  of  their  own  wanton  tempers  and  humors."  And 
persons  were  also  appointed  in  the  act  to  assist  in  extinguishing 
such  fires  ;  the  persons  named  were  Captain  Jolm  Tredwell, 
Mr.  James  Jackson,  Isir.  William  Cornwell,  IN'athaniel Seaman, 
Benjamin  Seaman,  Obediah  Yaleniine,  Thomas  Williams,  Peter 
Titus,  Henry  Willis.  John  Pratt,  Nathaniel  Townsend,  Jeremiah 
l^obbins,  Thomas  Powell,  Samuel  Jackson,  Thomas  Seaman, 
John  !Mott,  John  Mott,  jr.,  John  Whitson,  John  Birdsall,  John 
Tredwell,  jr.,  Jarnes  Burtis,  and  Caleb  Carman  ;  all  of  whom 
were  residents  of  the  tov/n  of  Hempstead.  Burnet  was  after- 
vvards  a|)pointed  governor  of  jNL'issacluiseUs  and  New  Hamp- 
shire.   He  died  the  7th  of  September,  1729. 

John  Montgomerie,  Esq.  was  the  next  governor  of  the  colo- 
ny, and  entered  upon  his  duties  ilie  Mth  oi  April,  17  28,  He 
was  a  Scotchman,  had  been  bred  a  soldier,  and  latterly  had 
held  the  office  of  groom  of  the  bed-chamber  to  liis  Majesty 
George  II.  He  was  a  gentleman  of  mild  ten;per,  and  fond  of 
retirement.  No  extraordinary  acts  of  a  public  nature  charac- 
terized his  short  administration,  and  he  died,  greatly  lamented, 
on  tlie  1st  of  July,  1731.  On  his  decease  the  chief  command 
of  the  province  devolved  upon  Pip  Van  Dam,  Esq.,  the  oldest 
of  the  council,  and  an  eminent  mercliant  of  Nevv^-York  ;  which 
he  relinquished  on  the  arrival  of  GovLnnor  William  Cosby, 
August  1,  1732.  This  gentleman  was  as  much  distinguished 
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for  his  folly  and  imprudence  as  bis  predecessor  was  for  pru- 
dence and  good  sense.  It  was,  however,  during  his  admin- 
istration that  an  act  was  passed  on  the  14th  of  October,  1732, 
to  regulate  the  ferry  between  New- York  and  Brooklyn,  and  to 
establish,  for  the  first  time,  tiie  rates  of  ferriage.  Some  of  these 
rates  were  as  follows  : — For  a  horse  or  beast,  one  shilling;  a 
calf  or  ho2f,  four  pence  ;  a  sheep  or  Iamb,  three  pence  ;  a  wag- 
on or  cart,  five  shillings  ;  and  for  every  person  ten  grains  of 
sevil  pillar  or  ]\lexican  plate,  or  two  pence  in  bills  of  credit. 
"  Always  provided  that  a  sucking-cliild,  or  some  remnants  of 
goods  or  other  small  goods  which  a  woman  carries  in  her  apron, 
or  a  man  or  a  boy  under  his  arm,  shall  be  free." 

"In  the  administration  of  (lovcrnor  Cosby,''  says  the  histo- 
rian Smith,  "there  was  somethini;  to  admire,  and  much  to  con- 
demn." No  governor  commenced  his  administration  with  bet- 
ter prospects  and  greater  popularity,  yet  none  endeavored  less 
to  retain  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  people.  AYith  high 
opinions  of  prerogative,  and  being  decidedly  hostile  to  free  and 
equal  legislation,  he  became  at  length  odious  to  the  colony,  and 
was  finally  deserted  and  opposed  by  many  who  had  been  his 
best  friends.  He  died  the  7  th  of  March,  173G,  and  the  direc- 
tion of  public  affairs  devolved  upon  George  Clarke,  Esq.,  as 
lieutenant  governor,  although  violently  opposed  by  the  person- 
al friends  of  Rip  Van  Dam,  who,  they  thought,  as  the  oldest  oi 
the  council,  was  best  entitled  to  supply  the  vacancy.  But  Mr. 
Clarke  Wit3  afterwards  confiruied  in  the  office  by  the  commis- 
sion of  the  king.  It  was  dnrinir  liie  administration  of  Gover- 
nor Clarke  that  tlie  act  was  p^is^ed,  on  tlie  IGth  of  December, 
1737,  for  lowering  the  interest  of  money  upon  loans  to  seven 
per  cent.,  as  the  high  and  e\c*\s>ive  usury  before  taken,  it  was 
said,  had  been  found  by  experience  to  be  a  very  great  discour- 
agement of  trade.  It  was  also  in  liis  time  that  the  memorable 
conspiracy  was  "discovered  called  the  "  Negro  Plot,*'  which,  it 
was  supposed,  liad  for  its  object  (he  destruction  ol  the  whole 
city  of  New-York  by  fire.  'J'his  was  in  the  year  1741.  The 
fu'st  hre  broke  out  at  ins  Majesty's  house  at  Fort  George,  near 
the  chapel,  and  some  other  ad  jacent  biuldini{s.  Fires  conti- 
nued to  happen  daily,  and  were  at  first  supposed  to  be  accident- 
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a],  ])nt  at  length  such  disclosures  and  confessions  were  made, 
lliai  proh^eciUions  were  set  on  foot.  A  number  of  people  of  co- 
l"r  were  committed  to  jail  as  incendiaries,  kept  in  dungeons  | 
lor  some  months,  and  iinally  condemned  to  be  hanged.  Mr.  ! 
J  forsemandenj  the  recorder  of  the  city,  says,  many  people  Iiad  ' 
such  terrible  apprehensions  on  the  subject,  that  several  negroes,  j 
some  of  whom  had  assisted  to  put  out  the  fires,  were  met  and  j 
imprisoned;  and  when  once  there,  were  continued  in  con-  | 
fmement,  because  the  magistrates  could  not  spare  time  to  ex-  j 
amine  them."  Daring  this  dreadful  consternation,  more  than  1 
one  Imndred  and  fifty  negroes  were  imprisoned,  of  whom  four-  | 
t(?en  were  burned  at  the  stake,  eighteen  were  hanged,  seventy-  1 
one  trnnsported,  and  the  remainder  pardoned,  or  discharged  for  j 
v.'a\]t  of  proof     At  this  gloomy  period  the  population  of  the  .  | 

ciiy  was  twelve  thousand,  of  whom  one-sixth  part  were  slaves  ;  j 
a  stranire  commeiU  upon  the  professions  of  those  who  had  left  j 
FiUrope  for  the  sole  purpose  of  enjoying  perfect  freedom  in  j 
Aiiicrica.  Governor  Clarke,  it  must  be  admitted,  sUidied  his  \ 
own  interest ;  for  he  retired  from  otiice  with  a  fortune  of  a  hun-  j 
dred  thousand  pounds  sterlinjT-,  surely  no  mean  sum  in  that  I 
day.  His  Excellency  George  Clinton,  who  had  been  commis-  | 
sioncd  as  governor  of  New-A^ork,  arrived  on  the  23d  of  Kovem-  i 
ber,  174.3,  which  put  an  end  to  the  adiuinistration  of  Governor  j 
Clarke,  xit  this  time  the  finances  of  the  colony  were  any  thing  j 
but  prosperous.  He  was  descended  from  an  ancient  and  res-  j 
pectable  flunily  in  Somersetshire,  England,  and  v/as  bred  to  the  j 
law.  His  wife  was  an  heii-ess  of  the  elder  brnnch  of  the  house  \ 
of  Hyde,  in  tlie  county  palatine  of  Chv-slcr,  and  where  lie  after-  .  'i 

VvTards  died  in  1763.  He  was  the  son  of  Francis  Clinton,  Earl  1 
of  Lincohi.  His  administration  of  ton  years  was  turbulent  and  ] 
unhappy.  He  was  involved  in  a  viok  nt  controversy  witli  tlie  1 
assembly,  instigated,  as  is  believed,  by  Chief  justice  ])e  Lancey,  j 
the  ruling  demagogue  of  that  period.  Wt,  notwithstanding  the  | 
public  discontents,  more  laws  v/ere  ]xissed,  and  more  valuable  i 
improvements  took  place  in  the  internal  police  of  the  province,  j 
than  durinir  any  jneccding  rei:rn.  T\\h  gentleman  was  re-  ' 
ceived  with  great  joy  \>y  the  people,  b{>cause  they  vi-anted  a 
change,  but  were  quite  as  well  })leas'jd  to  be  rid  of  him  a  few 
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years  after.  lie  was  a  man  of  indolence,  fond  of  wine,  and 
therefore  unfit  to  discliar2:e  the  duties  of  his  office.  He.  like 
his  jyredecessor,  managed  to  amass  a  fortune  of  eighty  thousand 
jx)unds  sterhng,  which  he  carried  with  him  to  Europe.  He 
was  succeeded,  in  1753,  by  Sir  Danvers  Osborne.  He  arrived 
in  October,  and  was  received  with  great  rejoicings  ;  but  in  con- 
sequence of  the  loss  of  his  wife,  which  produced  great  depres- 
sion and  melancholy,  he  was  found,  on  the  fifth  day  after  his 
arrival,  suspended  by  a  handkerchief  to  the  fence  of  Mr.  Murry^ 
one  of  tiie  council.  This  unhappy  gentleman  had  the  reputa- 
tion of  great  personal  worth  ;  he  had  been  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment, and  was  tlie  brother-in-law  of  the  Earl  of  Halifax.  On 
the  death  of  Mr.  Osborne,  the  administration  fell  upon  the  Hon. 
James  De  Lancoy,  who  had  been  a  distinguished  leader  of  the 
government  under  Mr.  Clinton.  He  was  now  both  cldef-jus- 
tice  and  lieutenant  o-ovcrnor,  conjmencin^:  with  the  latter  of- 
fice  in  1753.  He  was  but  little  acquainted  with  jurisprudence 
when  made  a  judge,  yet  by  great  industry  and  perseverance 
he  became  in  the  end  a  learned  and  profound  lawyer.  He  re- 
mained at  the  head  of  tlie  government  until  tlie  arrival  of  Sir 
Charles  Hardy  in  1755,  and  again  as  successor  to  Hardy  from 
1757  to  17G0;  and  died  August  2d  of  the  latter  year.  His 
daughter  was  the  wife  of  the  celebrated  AViiliam  Draper,  whose 
fame  will  be  as  lasting  as  the  letters  of  Junius. 

Sir  Charles  Hardy  was  a  distinguished  officer  of  the  British 
navy,  but  his  arrival  as  governor  scarcely  diminished  the  pow- 
er of  r\Ir.  De  Lancoy,  since  the  governor,  being  ignorant  of  civil 
affiirs,  and  entirely  unacquaindd  with  the  colony,  put  himself 
into  his  hands,  and  was  guided  mainly  by  his  counsels.  It 
was  durins:  this  year  that  j  rcj^'iraiions  were  made  for  a  war  in 
America  between  the  I^.nglish  and  French.  The  governor 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  ofrear  admiral  of  the  blue,  with  a  com- 
mand in  the  projected  expedition  again.>t  1  iOuisburgli,  and  there- 
fore lelttheadministration  in  the  handsof  Mr,  Deliancey.  In  Ju- 
ly, 175S,  the  British  under  Colonel  Bi  adstn  etca[)turedFort  Fron- 
tinac,  and  several  armed  vessels  on  the  St.  Lav/rence.  The 
Nev/-York  troops  consisted  of  two  detachments  ;  one  command- 
ed by  liieul.  Col.  Charles  Clinton,  t:onsisting  of  440  men,  un- 
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A^'T  C  tptains  Ogden  of  Westches  ter,  Dubois  of  New- York, 
l>;;iJ4loy  of  Datchess,  and  DaiiielWriglU  of  dueens  ;  the  se- 
cond was  commanded  b'/ Lieut.  Col.  Isaac  Corse  of  diieens.  and 
Major  Nathaniel  ^Y"oodhnil  of  Suffolk,  with  six  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  men,  under  Captain  Elias  Hand  of  Sufililk  and 
Richard  Hewlett  of  Glueens. 

On  the  death  of  Chief-Justice  De  Lancey  in  1660,  the  admi- 
nistration devolved  upon  Cadwallader  Colden,  Esq.,  being  the  se- 
nior  member  and  president  of  the  council.  He  soon  after  received 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  governor  at  the  age  of  seven  ty-tlu-ee 
years.  This  gentleman,  a  celebrated  physician,  botanist,  and  as- 
tronomer, was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  graduated  at  Edinburgii 
in  1705.  Allured  by  the  fame  of  Penn's  colony,  he  came  to  Ame- 
rica in  17 OS.  Governor  Hunter  was  so  well  pleased  with  Iiim  that 
ho  became  his  warm  friend,  and  ofiered  him  his  patronage  if  he 
would  come  to  New- York.  He  consequently  settled  here  in 
1718,  and  was  the  first  person  tliat  tilled  the  oiTice  of  surveyor- 
general  in  this  colony.  On  the  arrival  of  Governor  Burnet  he 
was  made  one  of  the  council,  and  rose  afterwards  to  the  head 
of  the  hoard,  thus  succeeding  to  the  administration  of  the  go- 
vernment in  the  absence  of  the  oovernor.  He  owned  a  lar£"c 
tract  of  land  ni  Orange  County,  but  afterwards  purchased  a 
farm  at  Flushing  in  (lueen's  <;ouniy,  which  he  named  "  Spririg 
Hill,"  to  which  he  retired  from  the  caies  and  perplexities  of 
cilice,  and  where  he  died  on  the  21st  day  of  September  in  the 
year  1776. 

Mr.  Colden  was  relieved  from  the  duties  of  his  ofiico  for  one 
year,  commencing  October  2Gth.  17(VJ;  by  tlie  arrival  of  Robert 
Monkton,  Esquire,  who  had  been  appointed  governor  of  the  pro- 
vince ;  but  being  aftervv^ards  placed  at  the  head  of  an  expedition 
against  iMartinique,  he  left  the  government  again  to  ^Ir.  Colden, 
with  an  agreement,  it  is  said,  to  divide  (qually  between  them 
the  salary  and  perquisites  of  the  oflicc  of  governor. 

Sir  Henry  Moore  was  commissioned  as  Governor  of  New- 
York  in  1765,  at  the  time  wlien  the  attempt  was  made  to  im- 
pose stamp  paper  upon  the  people,  anil  gave  rise  to  a  spirit'  of 
opposition  and  jealousy  of  their  rulers  that  was  never  after- 
wards allayed,  and  which  ended  in  revolution  and  the  establish- 
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ment  of  independence.    lie,  l.owcver,  nianaijed  witli  so  much 
discretion,  as  to  avoid  any  very  considerable  difficulties  till  his 
death,  winch  happened  September  llth,  1769.    His  communi- 
cations to  the  assembly  wore  cliaracterized  by  good  sense  and 
brevity;  and  in  enforciii'L^  the  odious  requirements  of  the  pa- 
rent country,  he  did  not  sutler  his  zeal  for  the  crown  to  urge 
him  into  indiscreet  controversies  with  the  people  among  wliom 
he  lived,  and  whose  respect  and  esteem  he  appeared  anxious 
to  preserve.    At  the  terminLition  of  his  administration,  tlie  su- 
premo court  of  the  colony  consisted  of  tlic  following  named 
judcjes.— Daniel  Ilorseniandor,  chief-justice,  and  David  Jones, 
William  Smith,  and  Koberi  11.  i  Jvin^ston,  jndgcs.    The  salary 
of  the  first  was  three  lutndrcd  i^oimds,  and  that  of  the  others 
two  lumdred  each.    On  the  deatii  of  Sir  Henry  Moore  the 
duties  of  lieutenant  govenu.r  ag^iin  fjll  upon  I\Ir.  Golden,  and 
continued  so  till  the  ISth  ol  Xovembcr,  1770;  when  John,  Lord 
Dunniore,  the  new  governor,  arrived.    He  was  less  avaricious 
than  some  of  his  predecessors ;  tor  when  the  assembly,  on  the 
17th  of  January,  1771,  voted  him  two  thousand  pounds  as  a 
salary  for  tlie  ensuincr  year,  he  refused  it,  and  returned  a  mes- 
sage, sayins',  "  that  the  VAwj;  haj.1  appointed  him  a  salary  out  of 
his  treasury,  and  iie  wished  this  allowance  omitted,"    The  ob- 
ject of  this  refusal  was  not  so  v<:ry  disinterested  as  it  might  at 
first  appear,  as  it  was  intendtni  to  keep  the  governor  independ- 
ent of  the  people,  an.d  to  r.iise, monies  for  the  support  of  the 
government  by  tlie  im})ositi'^:i  ol  taxes  upon  the  colonists.  His 
LordsTiip  finally  removed  to  Virginia,  where  he  was  made  gov- 
ernor, and  his  place  v/<is  supp'ii'Hl  by  tlic  arrival  of  William 
Tryon,  Esquire,  as  goveriior,'tlie  Sth  of  July,  1771.  Governor 
Danmorc  was,  in  1775,  obliged  to  altdicate  the  government  of 
Virginia,  and  take  refuge  on  board  of  a  man-of-v/ar.    He  mani- 
fested his  resentment  and  the  badness  of  his  heart  by  acting  the 
part  of  a  corsair  and  plunderer.  I  be  also  caused  the  confiao;ration 
of  Norfolk,  January  1,  17 7().    Jn  17SG  he  was  appomted  gov- 
ernor of  r>urnjuda,  and  died  in  England  in  1809.    His  wife  was 
Lady  Charlotte  8iev;art,  daughter  of  the  1-iarl  of  Galloway. 

Governor  Tryon  eomnieticod  his  administration  at  a  time  of 
great  excitement,  and  it  required  tlie  utmost  prudence  to  stear 
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<!:ear  of  tlie  most  serious  difficulties  with  the  people.  Yet  he 
iiia!Kii,^cd  with  so  much  discretion  as  to  preserve  the  good  will 
uf  the  in Iiabitaiits  till  the  period  when  all  regular  government 
was  dissoh'cd  in  the  elements  of  revolution.  On  the  2nd  of 
September,  1773,  he  laid  the  first  stone  of  the  New- York  Hos- 
pital. He  left  the  colony  in  April,  1774,  and  returned  again  in 
1775,  at  the  instance  of  the  ministry  ;  but  did  not  again  meet  the 
assembly,  that  body  having  adjourned  the  3d  of  April,  1775, 
and  never  convened  any  more.  Addresses  of  friendship  v/ero 
presented  to  him  from  many  public  and  corporate  bodies  :  and 
Iving's  College  (now  Columbia),  in  which  he  had  founded  a  pro- 
fessorsliip,  conferred  upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Laws.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  a  person  possessing 
so  many  amiable  qualities,  and  a  reputation  for  kindness  and 
huiiKuiity  ,  should,  from  his  zeal  for  monarchy  or  resentment  to- 
ward his  opponeuts,  hjive  forfeited  so  entirely  the  good  opinion 
of  all  his  American  friends,  and  incur  all  the  odium  due  to  the 
most  consummate  villany,  by  conduct  so  atrocious  and  dis- 
graceful as  he  afterwards  cxhilatcd.  For  lie  seemed  to  have 
changed  his  nature,  and  to  enjoy  a  sort  of  demoniac  pleasure 
in  burninL^r  and  plundering:  villages  and  towns  as  a  means  of 
distressing  the  inhnbitaiUs. 

With  Governor  Tryon  terminated  tlie  list  of  colonial  gov- 
ernors, and  Vv^ith  him  expired  also  the  name  of  coloiiy  and  sub- 
jects of  a  foreign  power.  The  territory  was  organized  into  a 
state,  and  its  citizens  joined  heart  and  hand  with  tlieir  political 
brethren  ki  the  otlier  provinces,  in  every  m-iasure  calculated  to 
free  them  from  oppression,  and  to  establish  a  free  and  indepen- 
dent government.  And  on  the  4th  of  -Uily,  17  7*);  was  publish- 
ed, by  the  representatives  of  a  free  peo]»]e.  that  Declaration 
which  has  been  emphatically  denominated  the  Charter  of  Ame- 
rican Liberty. 

The  whole  history  of  the  colonial  government  sufficiently 
demonstrates,  that  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  a  patriotic  devotion  to 
tlie  pnblicwelfare,  and  the  happiiiess  of  tlie  people,  from  rulers 
not  connected  with  the  country  they  govern  by  ties  of  personal 
feeling,  and  a  kindred  mterest  in  the  prosperity  of  its  citizens ; 
and  that  a  subserviency  to  the  crown  and  disregard  of  the  wel- 
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fare  of  the  cominuiiit^,  are  vices  inherent  in  the  very  nature 
of  colonial  governments. 


SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

This  county  includes  all  that  part  of  Long  Island  which  lies 
eastward  of  the  township  of  Oyster  Iliy,  excepting  Lloyd's 
Neck,  wliich  is  attached  Ity  law  to  the  county  of  Queens.  It 
is  about  one  hundred  and  ten  miles  in  ]engt]i,and  in  some  parts 
twenty  in  breadth.  U  is  bounded  northwardly  by  the  Sound, 
eastwardly  and  southwardly  by  tiie  Ocean,  and  westwardly  by 
Lloyd's  Neck,  Cold  S})rjijg  Harbor,  and  the  east  bounds  of 
(Queen's  County  ;  including  (lardiner's  Island,  Plumb  Island, 
the  Great  and  Little  Gull  Islands,  Fishers  Island,  Shelter  Island, 
and  Robin's  Island. 

This  county  was  organized  on  the  1st  of  November,  16S3, 
at  whicli  time  the  ridings  wt^re  abolished,  and  Lons:  Island  was 
divided  into  three  counties,  as  they  have  remained  ever  since. 
It  is  subdivided  into  nine  distinct  municipalities  or  towns,  to 
wit:  Huntington,  Smithtown,  Ish{),  Brookhaven,  Riverhead, 
Shelter  Island,  Southampton,  and  Lasthampton, 

The  first  conrt  of  sessions  in  tliis  county,  of  which  any  record 
remains,  was  held  nuAler  tJ;„e  auUiority  of  tlie  Dulvc's  laws,  on 
the  Gth  day  of  3Iarch,  1077  ;  and  at  wliich  the  presiding  ofiicers 
were  as  follows : 

Matiiias  Nicoll^'^  President, 

Thomas  AViLLKr,  Councillor, 

Thomas  BAKEii,  ] 

Isaac  Arnold,  }  Justices. 

Richard AVooDHULL.  J 

The  act  of  1GS3  required  two  courts  of  general  sessions  to  be 
held  in  each  county,  annually,  and  those  lor  this  county  to  be 
holden  at  the  town  of  Soutliainpton  ;  at  which  place  they  con- 
tinued to  be  lield,  together  with  the  court  of  oyer  and  termi- 
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lu  r,  f'-r  about  forty  years,  when  tliey  were  Iicld  occasionally  at 

i'jtliold,  whore  the  prison  was  estabhshed. 

The  oldest  minute  which  has  been  discovered  relative  to  the 
c*  >urt  of  common  pleas  in  this  county,  is  as  follows : 

*'  At  a  court  of  common  pleas  lield  at  Southampton  the  next 
day  after  the  court  of  general  sessions  terminated,  being  the 
2StIi  day  of  March,  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign, 
anno  domini,  1723. 

Present,  Henry  Smitu  and  Benjamin  Youngs,  Esquires, 
Judges. 

Robert  Hudson  and  Joseph  Wickiiam,  Esquires,  Jus- 
tices. 

William  Smith,  Clerk. 

Attornies,  Fh-)PKiNS,  Clowes,  and  Vernon." 

Tfjis  court  was  lield  under  the  act  of  the  Gth  of  i\[ay,  1G91. 

At  a  court  of  ireneral  sessions,  held  tlic  last  Tuesday  of 
March,  17'S3,  the  presiding  justices  were  l'im(~)f]iy  Brewster, 
.h  roiiiiah  Scott,  .loscph  Wickham,  Selah  Strong,  "William  Smith, 
and  Brinlcy  Sylvester.  The  court  of  comnron  pleas,  October  1, 
1721,  was  held  by  Benjamin  Youngs  and  Ivicliard  Floyd, 
judges,  and  Joseph  Wickham,  Thomas  Chatfield,  and  John 
Foster,  justices. 

About  this  tune  a  court  house,  or  county  hall,  was  built  at 
Riverhead,  then  a  part  of  Southuid,  where  the  court  was  held 
for  the  first  time,  on  the  27th  of  ^larch,  1729. 

Under  the  ordinance  of  1G99,  the  namts  of  judges  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas,  were  as  follows,  Ironi  172!)  to  1775. 

1723,  Henry  Smith,  Benjaniin  Younas.  a.nd  ilicijard  Floyd. 

1729,  Henry  Smith,  Benjamiij.  Youngs,  and  Sajuuel  Hutchin- 
son. 

173S,  Henry  Smitli,  .Toshua  Youn??-,  and  Tliomas  Chatfield. 
1752,  Richard  Floyd,  Elijah  ilutciiinson,  and  Hugh  Gelston. 
1761,  Richard  Floyd,  Samuel  i/mdon,  and  Hugh  Gelston. 
1771,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Landon,  and  l?aac  P  >st. 
1775,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Landon,  and  Isaac  Post, 

The  names  of  the  clerks  of  the  coim'.y,  from  16G9  to  177G, 
are  as  follows : 
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Henry  Pierson,  fi-om  1GG9  to  IG8L  C.  Con^'rcvc,  from  171G  to  lr32. 

John  HowvU,  inSl  to  Samuel  ilud.sou,  IT2-2  to  1730. 

Thomas  Hclmc,  l(;i)2  to  1700.  V/illiam  Smith,  1730  to  1750. 

Henry  Smith,  1700  to  17 IG.  William  INicoll.s,  1750  to  1775. 

The  members  of  the  o;encral  assembly  of  the  colony  from 
this  county,  from  itsestabUshmcnt  in  1G91  to  1775,  and  for  the 
respective  periods  mentioned,  were  as  follows : 

Henry  Pierson,  IGOl  to  1G:)5. 

Mattliew  Howell,  WJi  to  1G03. 

John  Tuihill,  WXi  to  1G:)  I 

Matthew  Howell,  WJl  to  1705. 

John  Tuihill,  IG95  to  IGlN. 

Henry  Pi^^rson,  1G93  to  1701. 

William  Nicolls,  170-J  to 

Samuel  MuUbrd,  17i'5  to  17-'"'. 


E[j(.nctns  Piatt, 
S:imiu-1  Hutchinson, 
Dani(.l  Pierson, 
j:ieazcr  Miller, 
William  r>'i.;oll.s,e(J, 
Klrazar  Miller, 
William  ^Nicolls,  3il, 
^^l!.h.!niel  Woodlmll, 
17f;0  lo  1775. 


17-23  to  1739. 
17-JG  to  174S. 
1737  to  17  JS. 
1748  to  17GS. 
1739  to  17G9. 
17G8  to  17G9. 
17G8  to  17C9. 
r;G9  to  1775. 


William  NicuUo, 

The  following  persons  were  members  of  the  conncil  from 
16S3  to' irO-l/ Colonel  John  Youngs,  from  16S3  to  169S; 
Colonel  AVilliam  Smith,  from  Wdi  to  1G9S  ;  and  Mr.  William 
Nicolls,  from  1091  to  1701.  The  jastices  of  tlie  peace  for  the 
countv,  in  1703,  \verc  as  ibllows  : 


Richard  Floyd, 
Hugh  Gelsion, 
Samuel  Landon, 
John  Chatiicld, 
Richard  Woodhull, 
George  Phillips, 
Richard  iNIiller, 
Nathaniel  Baker, 
Isaac  Barnes, 
John  Pierson, 
Benjamin  Conkllni', 
Richard  Woodhull,  jun. 
Maltby  Gelsion, 
William  Hubbard, 
John  Woodhull, 


Isaac  Pi)>t, 
Ti.oma:;  Y(niiii:s, 
Rol^ert  IIc:nj'si(.ad, 
Isaac  Huh!'  u'l, 
NathaT)irl  Wouuhull, 
Jonas  Williams^ 
Thorn  a r,  J.  irvj 
BuriK't  .M.i!!'  r, 


Joh 


Th'nu.i  ;  IJ'.l'.ac, 
Jauii's  Ui  i.  vi'.  jusi. 
Si-lah  Str.M!^:, 
Thomas  San.librd, 
Phine;'s  I'.M.nuu;, 
Tliomas  U.-;-^"rii, 


Daniel  Wells, 
Parker  Wickham, 
Thomas  Cooper, 
Benajah  Slrotiii-, 
Jonathan  Thompson, 
Joseph  Lewis, 
William  Pliillips, 
Charles  Floyd, 
Samuel  Allen, 
Obaluih  Plait, 
EbciKZf  r  White, 
Samuel  Hunting, 
Barnabas  Terril, 
Beujajuin  Brown. 


Deputies  to  the  convention  which  met  the  10th  of  April, 
1775,  for  the  purpo.'^e  of  electing  delegates  to  the  Hrst  continen- 
tal congress:  Wilhani  Floyd,  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Phineas 
Fanning,  Thom:is  Tredwell,  and  Juhn  Sloss  llobart. 

IMeinl)ers  of  the  provincial  convention  which  met  the  27th 
of  ^lay,  1775:  Nalhamel  Woodhull,  .lohn  Sloss  llobart,  Ezra 
L'l iommcdicu,  William  Smith,  Tlionias  Wickham,  Thomas 
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Tredwcll.  David  Gelston,  John  Foster,  James  Havens,  Selah 
Siron^;,  and  Thomas  Deerincr. 

Members  of  the  convention  to  form  the  constitution  of  this 
state,  in  1777,  were  as  follows  :  William  Smith,  Thomas  Tred- 
well,  John  S'oss  Hobart,  Mathias  B.  Miller,  Ezra  L'Hommedicu, 
Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Thomas  Deering-,  and  David  Ge'ston. 

The  following  were  members  of  the  convention  whicli  met 
at  Poughkeepsie,  June  17th,  1788,  and  adopted  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  :  Henry  Scudder,  John  Smith,  Jonathan 
N.  Havens,  Thomas  Tredweil,  and  David  Hedges. 

The  population  of  this  county  at  different  periods  have  been 

follows:  In  1731,  7675;  in  1771,13128;  in  1786,13793; 
in  1790,101-10;  in  1800,19444;  in  1810,  21113;  in  1S2U, 
•ii'.^72  :  in  1S25,  23695  ;  in  1830,  26780  ;  in  1835,  28724. 

I:i  I'ii^K  there  wero  in  this  county  1062  looms;  and  during 
lli:it  yrar  wi-ro  masmfaotured,  chiefly  in  families,  51220  yards  of 
woolen,  l.")83iM/  of  luicn,  and  4087  of  cotlon  cloth. 

There  have  Ix^en  three  capital  executions  in  this  county 
since  the  revolution,  as  follows:  William  l^rskine,  (black) 
of  l>rookl)avcn,  convicted  of  rape,  September  14th,  1791,  and 
executed  Octol>cr  5,1791.  William  lilnoch,  of  Huntington, 
co:!Vic?od  of  the  inurdor  of  his  wifi  in  June,  1834,  and  executed 
Jaunary  12th,  1835.  John  Hallock,  of  l^>rookhaven,  convicted 
of  the  murder  of  a  colored  v/oman,  !vlay  lOlh,  1836,  and  executed 
July  2d,  1836. 

The  delegates  to  the  cmvention  of  1821,  for  amendin,i:r  the 
constitution  of  this  state  ;  Ebenezer  Sage,  Usher  H.  Moore,  and 
Joshua  Smith. 

By  the  act  of  IMarch  Sth,  1771^,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Lan- 
don,  and  -Maltby  C4elston,  were  appointed  commissioners  of 
excise  for  the  county. 

The  first  judges  of  tins  contity  since  the  revolution  have 
b<";en  Selah  Strong,  appointed  in  1783  ;  Ebenezer  Piatt,  in  1794  ; 
Abraham  Woodhull,  in  1799;  Thonuis  S.  Strong,  in  1810; 
Joshua  Smith,  in  1823;  Jonathan  S.  Conkling,  in  1828; 
and  Hugh  Halsey,  in  1833. 

Surrogates.  Thomas  Tredwcll,  from  1787  to  1791.  Nicoli 
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Floyd,  from  1791  to  1S23.  Ebenezer  W.  Case,  from  1823  to 
1827  ;  and  Hugh  Ilalsey  from  1S27  to  the  present  time. 

The  clerks  of  the  county,  since  1776,  have  been  as  follows  : 
William  B.  Bovans,  appointed  in  17S3  ;  Ezra  L'Hommiedien,  in 
1784;  Hull  Osborn,  in  ISU) ;  Charles  H.  Havens,  in  1S12 : 
Charles  A.  Floyd,  hi  1820;  Charles  H.  Havens,  elected  in  1822  ; 
Joseph  R.  Hunting-,  1S29*;  and  George  S.  Pijillips,  the  present 
clerk,  in  1838. 

Tloe  district  attornies,  since  the  act  requiring  one  in  eacli 
county^  have  been  as  follows:  Siias  Wood,  appointed  in  ISIS. 
Selah  B.  Strong,  in  1821.  Charles  A.  Floyd,  in  1830,  and 
Selah  B.  Strong  aL^ain  in  183  1.  The  following  extracts  from 
court  records  and  other  soin*ces  are  snllicientiy  curious  and  in- 
teresting to  be  preserved,  and  present  a  diverting  representation 
of  the  olden  times,  both  in  tlie  hiuguage  and  subject  matter  of 
most  of  them. 

*•  At  a  court  of  sessions  lield  at  Southampton  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1669,  a  complaint  is  pro.>ccnted  to  the  court  against  Mr. 
John  Laughton,  for  his  misdnm^'anour  in  saying  to  Mr.  John 
Howell  that  hee  was  a  traytor  to  ye  State,  and  liee  would  prove 
him  soe.  Mr.  Laughton  being  called,  appears,  and  being  ques- 
tioned by  ye  cort  about  itt,  Iiee  owned  y^  he  called  Mr.  Howell 
soe,  and  confessed  y'  hee  h.-ui  noe  just  cause  soe  to  call  him. 
The  Cort  adjudg  Mr.  LauglfuM)  to  pay  a  fme  of  £3  to  ye 
county,  and  costs  of  cort,  in  airrv  fit  pay  widiout  further  trouble. 

"  Edward  Avery  ye  tfnuih  at  Easihampton,  being  brought  be- 
fore ye  cort  to  answer  for  his  cofiimitting  of  fornication  with 
her  hee  now  calls  his  who  :  lu'o  ricknowlo^-ed  ifijeniously  the  fact 
or  offence,  and  undertaking  for  his  wife  therein  also.  The  cort 
giv^e  sentence  that  he  sliall  |iay  .^3  as  a  line  to  the  county,  and 
costs  of  cort,  all  which  he  proniiseth  to  satisfie,"  cVc. 

"Mrs.  Alice  Stanborouuh  enterrih  complaint  ai^ainst  i\Ir. 
Edwards  of  their  town  of  Easthampton,  for  his  turning  a  water 
course  upon  her  land  and  hoiisin:;'  to  lier  great  damage  and 
inconvenience,  to  the  value  of  .C-")  Kb.  The  complaint  being 
prosecuted  at  this  court,  and  the  witiu-sses  on  both  sides  duly 
considered,  the  cort  doth  give  tlioir  jrid^in'  and  order  as  follow- 
eth  : — that  theplf  sucing  tor  .1:5  10.9.  damage  but  not  proving  it, 
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xW\s  cort  doth  judg  and  determine  according  to  law  in  that  case 
provided,  that  ye  plf.  sliall  lose  her  suite  or  plainte,  and  pay  nnto 
ve  d"A.  costs  of  suite.  And  for  prevention  of  any  farther  trou- 
ble bciweene  the  plf.  and  ye  deft,  concernin^r  the  turning  of  a 
ilux  of  water  into  ye  plf's  grounds,  this  cort  doth  order  that  ye 
constable  of  Easthampton,  and  3  of  theire  overseers,  namely, 
St<-phen  Hand,  Nathaniel  Bishop,  and  Steeven  Hedges,  shall 
view  the  ground  belonging  to  the  plf.  and  deft,  and  set  down, 
order,  and  dispose  of  that  occasion  as  may  be  most  convenient 
for  both  ye  parties,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Mulford — and 
what  those  4  men  doe  determine,  as  to  where  the  water  shall 
run,  sh.all  be  a  finall  conclusion  betweene  the  plf.  and  deft.,  they 
beinii:  to  satisfie  the  s^  -i  men  for  what  pains  they  shall  bee  at." 

"John  Cooper,  as  xUtorney  for  Mr.  James  Mills  of  Virginia, 
enters  an  action  of  debt  against  Hackaliali  Bridges,  on  udiich  ac- 
compt  some  of  his  goods  were  attached  ;  the  jurymen  were 
Jo>hua  J>arncs,  Joseph  R.aymer,  Richard  Howell,  Thomas 
Tup])ing,  Thomas  Coldsmith,  Robert  Dayton,  and  Ensigne 
Biiyly  of  ilnniin'^-ton.  Tiie  plf  produced  his  letter  of  atty. 
from  Mr.  ]Mills.  Abo  the  plf  produced  several  writings  knowne 
to  bee  signed  by  ye  s'^  1  iacicaliah,  which  was  compared  v/ith 
ye  s'l  bill,  to  conlirme  to  the  cort  the  reality  thereof  The 
jury  tlnde  for  ye  plf  and  3U.v.  costs  of  suite.  The  cort  give 
judgm^  accordinge.'"' 

"  At  a  cort  of  sessions  held  ]March  G,  1771.  The  constable 
and  overseers  of  Eastliamptoi?  enter  comj-laint  against  Reneck 
Garison  and  his  wife,  for  being  guilty  of  f^rincation  before  they 
were  marryed.  It  being  suOiciently  j^roved,  yo  cort  give  sen- 
tence that  they  both  shall  have  corporall  punisiuncnt  publickly, 
viz:  with  five  stripes  a-piece.  Jjut  Jolm  Di'iiison  and  Corne- 
lius Yonk,  engaging  to  the  justices  to  }»ay  f  )riy  shillings  to  the 
country  for  ye  s'^  Reneck  and  ins  wife,  as  a  line,  the  said  sen- 
tence is  reversed.'"'  ''A  complaintagainst  Peeter  Whittere,  March 
7,  167},  for  his  abusive  carnage  toward  Justice  Mulford. 
Tlie  cort  doth  order  and  sentence,  tiiat  ye  s'^  Peeter  shall  make 
acknowlegment  of  his  evil  and  abusive  carriage,  next  Lord's 
day  come  seven-night,  at  ye  publique  i/i'.'eting  m  Easthampton, 
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to  the  satisfaction  of  ]\Ir.  iMulford  ;  and  hee  is  to  pay  ye  costs 
of  ye  complainte.  as  also  his  former  fine  imposed." 

January  ye  14,  1672,  Mr.  John  Tonjson  of  Seatauk,  plf. 
enters  an  action  of  slander  or  deffamation  ogainst  Ilichard  Min- 
torne,  deft,  to  be  tryed  at  ye  next  cort  of  sessions. 

The  plf.  and  dft.  are  acjrecd  as  follows  : 

Be  it  known  to  all.  that  I,  Kichard  jMintorne  of  Southampton, 
doe  acknowlege  that  I  have  spoken  lloolishly  and  inadvisedly 
to  the  dissparagemcnt  of  Mr.  John  Tomson  of  Seatauk,  and 
that  of  my  knowledge  I  know  nothing  of  it.  And  this  1  give 
for  a  publique  satisfaction — as  witness  my  hand. 

"  Richard  Mintorne.'' 
The  proof  of  last  v/ills  and  testaments  were  anciently  taken 
before  the  courts  of  sessions,  by  virtue  of  a  commission  or  au- 
thority trom  the  governor  and  council,  under  the  Duke  of  York, 
and  when  approved,  were  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  tlie  couft ; 
and  the  records  of  the  court,  as  well  as  of  the  several  towns, 
abound  with  copies  of  wills  and  inventories  of  the  personal  es- 
tates of  deceased  persons.  As  a  specimen  of  ancient  wills,  the 
following  is  considered  worthy  of  preservation  ;  it  is  supposed 
to  be  in  favor  of  a  youiig  lady  whom  the  testator  had  engaged  to 
marry  should  he  live  to  return  from  the  voyage  he  was  about 
to  take,  and  as  a  proof  of  his  attachment. 

1,  Lattimer  Sampson,  ol  Oyster  Bay,  Long  Island,  being  in- 
tended (God  permitting)  to  t ravel  1  to  the  Barbados,  and  well 
knowing  the  casualty  of  uian's  lilo  a)id  certainty  of  death,  do 
make,  constitute,  and  apyioint  this  to  bee  my  last  will  and  testa- 
ment, in  manner  and  form  Ibliowing  ;  that  is  to  say:  I  give, 
will  and  bequeath  all  my  estate,  both  r<;al  and  personal,  on  Long 
Island,  Shelter  Island,  and  elsewhere  ni  New  England  ;  and 
the  srains  and  advance  (the  princifa!  !)eing  repaid  in  England, 
within  two  years  after  my  decease)  of  all  such  goods  as  shall 
bee  sent  to  mee  (within  one  year  after  the  dale  hereof,)  upon 
mv  prop'.^r  accompt,  unto  Grizzle  Sylvester,  daughter  of  IN'atha- 
niel  Sylvester  of  Shelter  Island  ;  and  to  her  hey  res  and  assigns 
for  ever.  And  I  doe  liereby  constitute  nnd  r.ff  oint  the  said  Na- 
thruii  'l  Sylvester,  and  tlie  said  Grizzle  Sylvester,  to  bee  my 
?x«  cu'ior  aiid  executrix  of  this  my  will.    In  testimony  where- 
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ctl  I  hive  lioreto  set  my  hand  and  seal.  Dated,  Shelter  Island^ 
the  I6th  day  of  the  mantii  called  ftebruary,  166S. 

"Lat.  Sampson.    [L.  S.]:' 

It  should  be  remarked  that  the  testator  died  abroad,  and  the 
ynin-j  lady  afterwards  became  the  wife  of  James  Lloyd,  ]'>q., 
of  Boston  ;  and  in  consequence  of  which  he  became  entitled  to 
a  part  of  Lloyd's  Neck,  tiien  called  Horse  Neck. 

Exir acted  from  the  Neiv-  York  Alercuri/,  Jane  29th,  1772. 
^'  We  hear  froni  Brookhaven,  that  on  the  night  of  the  ISth  in- 
stant, about  midnight,  a  barn  belonging  to  Mr.  Samuel  Davis,  of 
that  place,  was  discovered  to  be  all  in  flames,  so  that  the  tire 
could  not  be  extinguished  till  the  barn  was  burnt  to  the  ground. 
The  people  who  assembled  on  this  occasion  perceived  anotlier 
barn  hard  by  to  be  on  fire  at  both  ends,  but  as  the  fire  had  been  but 
Lately  ki(]dled,  it  WMs  soon  suppressed  ;  and  while  they  v;ere 
iiboul  it,  ihey  perceived  a  third  barn  at  a  liltle  further  distance 
to  he  also  on  tire,  which  they  lilvcwise  suppressed.  These  fires 
were  supposed  to  be  designedly  kindled  by  a  runawa}?^  negro 
who  had  belonged  to  Mr,  l)avis." 

From  the  same.  "  We  learn  from  South-haven  in  Suffolk 
County, on  Lon^^  Ishmd,  tliat  about  four  o'clock  last  Monday  afier- 
iioon,  Nathaniel  ]3rewster,  Esq.,  of  that  place,  being  in  the 
woods  with  one  of  his  negroes,  attempted  to  correct  liim 
for  some  misdemeanor,  which  the  negro  resented,  and  wound- 
ed his  master,  by  giving  him-  several  such  lieavv  blows 
on  his  head  v/ith  a  billet  of  Vv-ood  that  he  exj>ired  the  next 
morning.  The  negro  was  tried  tlie  next  day,  and  being  found 
guilty  of  the  murder  of  Mr,  Brewster,  was  to  be  executed  last 
Friday." 

From  Ilivm^toii's  New-YorJ:  Gdzefte,  January  IG,  1774. 

From  Huntington,  on  Long  Island,  we  are  informed  that  lost 
Christmas-day,  Mr.  Ebenczer  Piatt  being  hunting  deer  with 
some  other  young  men  near  that  village,  they  surromided 
a  swamp  where  the  game  were,  and  agreed  with  each  other 
not  to  enter  any  part  of  it.  Mr.  Piatt  seeing  a  buck  at  some  dis- 
tance, ruslied  Ibrward,  and  one  of  his  companions  hearing  a 
noise  in  the  busl^es,  imintdiately  fired  and  Iodised  five  swan- 


j 

1: 


150 


HISTORY  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 


shot  in  Mr.  Piatt,  ttiree  of  wliicli  entered  Iiis  arm,  and  two  his 
body,  which  render  his  hie  despaired  of."' 

New-  York  Mercnrj/,  IMarrli  10,  177S.  "  l\Ioses  Sawyer,  who 
formerly  lived  at  Shelter  hhuid,  came  over  from  tho  main  afew 
days  since  and  robbed  tiie  farm  of  ^Viiiiam  ISicolIs,  Esq.,  at  said 
island,  of  one  hundred  and  ten  bnshels  of  wheat ;  and  carried 
off  grain  belonging-  to  Thomas  Deering." 

New-York  Gazette,  February  IG,  177S.  At  two  o'clock 
last  Thursday  morning,  a  party  of  twelve  rebels  seized  at  Co- 
ram, in  Suffolk  County,  two  v/aeons  loaded  with  dry-goods, 
the  property  of  Obedia!i  ^Vri:I^.t  of  Southampton.  These  ma- 
rauders had  been  sever;il  days  on  tiic  iskuid,  visited  most  partS; 
and  committed  many  robberies  ;  especially  at  the  house  of  Col- 
onel Floyd,  Setauket,  wiiich  they  robbed  of  goods  and  cash  to 
a  considerable  amount ;  and  took  some  property  of  Mr.  Dunbar, 
who  rides  down  the  island  occasionally,  and  happened  to  lodge 
in  the  house  that  night." 

From  the  same,  June  19,  17bO.  '-'Last  Wednesday  three 
boats  going  from  New- York  to  Huntington,  were  attacked 
near  Butler's  Point  by  two  rebel  boats  from  Connecticut, 
which  they  beat  oil  after  exchanging  several  shots ;  but  one  of 
the  boats  not  sailing  so  well  cis  tlie  others,  was  run  on  shore 
and  burnt." 

From  the  same,  August  13,  17S1.  Last  Thursday  night 
eight  rebel  whale-boats  made  tiu-ir  api'carance  at  Flushing  Bay, 
and  laiided  a  few  men  ;  but  as  ijjey  did  not  hke  the  appearance 
of  things,  tliey  speedily  cmbarkt.d.'' 

From- iJie  New-York  Juurjial,  ^^'cjjfr/nber  29,  17S2.  On 
Saturday  last  two  men  v.'t-rc  detecicil  in  transporting  some 
forces  to  Long  Island  near  Flushing; ;  th-jy  v/ere  sent  to  Killing- 
worth  and  committed  to  gaol,  and  about  tlie  same  time  thirty 
sail  of  shipping  were  seen  unui-r  Long  Lland  taking  in  wood." 

Fro}n  the  Loug  Maud  S'ar,  S'^ptcmbcr  10,  1S13.  "  On 
tlie  evening  of  Friday  tlic  'ixli  ii^stant,  eleven  men  belonfrins:  to 
Fire  l^hice,  went  to  the  Siip.ih  shore  with  a  seine  for  hsh,  viz.  : 
AYilliaUi  Pvu^e,  Isaac  Woudruir,  Lewis  Parshall,  Benjamin 
Brown,  Nehemia'i  Mind,  J.iines  llonian,  Charles  Ellison, 
James  Prior,  Daniel  Parshalh  Ilunry  llonian,  and  John  Hulse. 
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On  Saturday  morning  the  atllicting  discovery  was  made  that 
Uiey  were  all  drowned.  The  boat  came  on  shore  in  pieces, 
and  also  eight  of  the  bodies.  The  first  six  named  persons 
had  families.'"' 

It  is,  perhaps,  not  generally  known,  even  to  the  reading  por- 
tion of  the  community,  that  any  solemn  judicial  investigation 
of  a  charge  of  witchcraft  ever  took  place  in  this  State  while  a 
colony  ;  although  cases  of  this  sort  were  common  in  some  of 
the  New  England  colonies  in  the  early  part  of  their  settlement, 
and  the  most  horrible  consequences,  not  to  say  murders,  en- 
sued upon  the  most  ridiculous  charges  and  suspicions  of  a  cor- 
respondence between  a  most  unlbrtunate  class  of  human  beings 
and  the  author  of  evil.  The  following  narration  is  extracted 
from  the  records  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office.  Book  A,  relat- 
iiiLT  to  ifi'j  Com-is  of  xVssizes,  beginning  in  the  year  after  the 
I'rj-jlis!)  cunt]uest,  iji  IGG5. 

At  a  f'ourt  of  Assizes  lield  in  rsew-Yoilc  on  the  2d  day  of 
Octob'.r,  ir)05,  the  triall  of  Kalph  Hail  and  ^Mary  his  wnfe,  upon 
suspicion  of  witchcraft ;  tiie  names  of  the  persons  who  served 
on  the  Grand  Jury,  were  Thomas  Baker,  of  Easthampton,  fFore- 
mm  of  the  Jury  ;  Ca}>t;.un  John  Symonds,  of  Hempstead  ;  Mr. 
[fallett,  of  Jamaica  ;  Anthony  AVaters,  Thomas  Wandail,  of 
."\hirslipathkiil  ;  ^Ir.  Nicolis,  of  Siannbrd  ;  Jlahhazer  de  llaart, 
Jo!m  Garland,  Jacob  Leister,  Amhonio  de  ?dill,  Alexander 
Munro,  Thomas  Searle,  of  New- York. 

The  prisoner  being  l)roughtJo  the  l/arr  by  Aliard  Anthony, 
sheriff  of  New- York  :  this  follow  iuir  uidictment  was  read,  iirst 
against  Ralph  ilall,  and  then  a'iain--i  Mary  his  wu'c,  viz: — ■ 

"  The  constable  and  overseers  of  the  towne  of  Seatalcott,  in 
the  east  riding  of  Yoricsh.ire,  upon  I  .:^U'j:  f:  l;ind,  do  j^-esent,  ibr 
our  soveraigne  lord  the  king,  lh;it  Baipli  Ihill,  of  Seatalcott 
atbresaid,  upon  the  25th  day  of  1  )'N'(y;nb(:;r,  bting  Christmas 
day  last  was  twelve  months,  in  th<;  lifiot'nth  year  of  the  raiijne 
of  our  soveraii^ne  lord  Chiu  lcs  the  StM^uid,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  king  of  i'^irjland,  Scotland,  iiVaiice  and  Ireland,  detender 
of  the  taith,  i?cc.,  and  severall  other  days  and  times  since  that 
day,  by  some  detestable  and  u'ic]-:ed  arts,  commonly  called 
witchcral't  and  sorcery,  did  (as  is  sn--pectod)  mahciously  and 
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feloniously  practise  and  exercise,  at  the  said  town  of  Seatalcott, 
in  the  east  riding  of  YorkshirCj  on  Long  Island  aforesaid,  on  the 
person  of  George  Wood;  late  of  the  same  place,  by  which  wick- 
ed and  detestable  arts  the  said  George  Wood,  (as  is  suspected) 
most  dangerously  and  mortally  sickened  and  languished,  and 
not  long  after,  by  the  aforesaid  wicked  and  detestable  arts,  the 
said  George  Wood  (as  is  likewise  suspected)  died. 

"  Moreover,  the  constable  and  overseers  of  the  said  towne  of 
Seatalcott,  in  the  east  riding  of  Yorkshire,  upon  Long  Island 
aforesaid,  do  further  present,  for  our  soveraign  lord  the  king, 
that  some  while  after  tlic  death  of  the  aforesaid  George  Wood, 
the  said  Ralph  Hall,  did  (as  is  suspected)  divers  times,  by  the 
like  wicked  and  testable  arts,  commonly  called  witchcraft 
and  sorcery,  maliciously  aiid  feloniously  practise  and  exercise, 
at  the  said  tov/n  of  SeataU:uit,  in  the  cast  riding  of  Yorkshire, 
upon  Long  Island  aforesaid,  on  the  person  of  an  infant  child  of 
Ann  Rogers,  widow  of  tlic  aforesaid  George  Wood,  deceased, 
by  which  v/icked  and  dt:tt'.sia[>le  arts,  the  said  infant  (as  is  sus- 
pected) most  dangerously  and  mortally  sickened  and  languish- 
ed, and  not  long  ai'ter,  by  the  same  v/icked  and  detestable  arts, 
(as  is  likewise  suspccled)  died  :  and  so  tlie  said  constable  and 
overseers  do  present,  tliot  the  said  George  Wood,  and  the  said 
infant  childe,  by  tiie  ways  and  meaiis  aforesaid,  most  wickedly, 
maliciously,  and  feloniously  wt^re  (as  is  suspected)  murdered, 
by  the  said  Ralph  Hall,  at  the  limf'S  and  places  aforesaid, 
against  the  peace  of  our  sovcra.igu  lord  the  king,  and  against 
the  laws  of  this  government  in  such  cases  provided.  The  like 
indictment  was  re:id  again  t  Mory,  tlie  vs^ife  of  Ralph  Hall  : 
Thereupon  several  depositions  accusing  the  prisoners  of  the 
fact  for  which  they  were  indicts  d,  were  read  ;  but  no  witnesses 
appeared  to  give  testimony  in  court,  viva  roccj  then  the  clerk 
calling  upon  Ralph  Hall.  ! -'.do  him  hold  up  liis  hand,  and  read 
as  follows  :  Ralph  Hall,  tliou  standest  here  indicted  for  that, 
havino:  not  the  tear  of  God  before  thine  eyes,  thou  didst,  upon 
the  25th  day  of  Dcceml)er,  h-:\\)z  Christmas  day  last  was  tv/elve 
months,  and  ai  several  other  times  since  (as  is  suspected)  by 
some  wicked  and  detestab!?.  arts,  commonly  called  withcratt 
and  sorcery,  maliciously  and  ieloniously  practise  and  exercise 
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u;>'"»a  the  bodies  of  George  Wood  and  an  infant  child  of  Ann 
Iv  »^'ers;  by  which  said  arts  the  said  George  Wood,  and  the  in- 
I'.int  child  (as  is  suspected)  most  dangerously  and  mortally  fell 
sick,  and  languished  unto  death.    Ralph  Hall,  what  dost  thou 
6:\y  for  thyself — art  thou  guilty  or  not  guilty  J   Mary,  the  wife 
of  \l-i\[)h  Hall,  was  called  upon  in  like  manner.     They  both 
j>icaded  not  guilty,  and  threw  themselves  to  be  tried  by  God 
aud  the  country.    'Whereupon  their  case  was  referred  to  the 
jury,  who  brouofht  into  the  court  the  following  verdict,  viz  : — 
We  having  severally  considered  the  case  committed  to  our 
charge,  against  the  prisoners  at  the  bar,  and  having  well  weigh- 
ed tiie  evidence,  we  fmd  that  there  are  some  suspicions  by  the 
cvidonce  of  what  the  woman  is  charged  with,  but  nothing  con- 
hidi'rahlo  of  value  to  take  away  her  life  ;  but  in  reference  to  the 
lii  iM,  wo  litid  U'^thing  considerable  to  char2:e  him  v.-ith. 

'I'll'!  court,  therefore,  gave  this  sentence:  That  the  man 
sh  >uM  be  b  )iind,  body  and  goods,  for  his  wife's  appearance  at 
ill"  next  ses<io!i<^,  ruid  so  on  from  sessions  to  sessions,  as  lono- 
a-:  tin  y  slay  within  this  LToverut'ient.  In  the  meanwhile  to  be 
of  good  b  'havior.  80  they  were  returned  to  the  sherilPs  cus- 
tody; and  u[)on  entering  ijito  a  recognizance  according  to  the 
sentence  of  the  court,  they  were  released. 

^'  ApjKJals,  actions,  presentments,  v'Lc.  entered  for  hearing  and 
tryall,  at  llie  generall  court  of  assizes,  to  be  held  in  xNew-York, 
U.^-2:iiniiiig  on  the  first  AVednesd.-iy  of  (Jctolter,  1G70  : 

^'  In  the  case  of  Katharine  Harryson,  widow,  wlio  was  bound 
to  the  good  behavior  upon  com[)i>\inr  of  s onje  of  the  inliabit- 
aiits  of  Westchester,  until  the  holding  of  this  court.  It  order- 
ed, that  in  regard  there  is  nothing  appears  rsgainst  her  deserv- 
ing the  continuation  of  tltat  obligiiiion,  siie  is  to  be  released 
from  it,  and  hath  liberty  to  remain  in  the  towne  of  Westchester, 
where  she  now  resides,  or  any  wliere  else  in  the  government, 
during  her  pleasure. 

"  A  release  to  Hal})!!  Hall,  and  Miry,  liis  wife,  from  the  recog- 
nizances they  entered  into  at  the  assizes:  — 

''Those  are  to  certify  to  ail  wliom  it  may  concerne,  that 
Ralph  Hull,  and  31ary,  his  wife,U'it  present  living  upon  the 
great  Minifords  island)  are  herebv  released  and  acquitted  from 
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any  and  all  recognizances,  joiids  of  appearance  or  other  obliga- 
tions entered  into  by  them  or  oitfier  of  them,  for  the  peace  or 
good  behavior,  upon  account  of  any  accusation  or  indictment 
upon  suspicion  of  witchcraft,  brought  into  the  court  of  assizes 
against  them,  in  the  year  1GG5  ;  there  having  been  no  direct 
proofs  nor  further  prosecution  of  them  since.  Given  under  rny 
hand  at  Fort  James,  in  New- York,  this  21st  day  of  August, 
1668.  R.  NicoLLs." 

Aames  of  those  who  have  repre^enleJ.  the  Coun/ij  of  SujTolk,  in  the  House  of 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  jS'eio-york,from  1776  to  the  present  time. 

17T7.    Burnet  Miller,  David  Gtlston,  Ezra  L'Hommcdieu,  Thomas  TrecUvell, 
Tliomas  Wicks. 

1778.  Tlie  same. 

1779.  The  same. 

1780.  The  same.  ' 

1781.  The  same. 
17S2.  The  same, 
1763.    The  same. 

1784.  David  Gelston,  Thomas  Youngs,  Ebenezer  Platt^  John  Smith,  Jenrey 

Smith. 

1785.  The  same. 

1786.  Jonathan  N.  Havens.  David  Hedges,  Tliomas  Youngs,  Jeffrey  Smith, 

Nathaniel  Gardiner. 

1787.  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Oa'.id  Hrd^^-r.?,  Daniel  Osborn,  John  Smith,  Caleb 

Smith. 

178<S.    Jonatlian  N.  Havens,  Ji^lu  Swilih^  Daniel  Hed^-ps,  Daniel  Osborn. 

1789.  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  l).ivid  H< dgcs,  rsatlianiel  Gardiner,  John  Smith, 

Henry  Scudder. 

1790.  Nathaniel  Gardiner,  H.-ury^^  -'i  Idcr,  John  Smith,  Jonathan  N.  Havens. 

1791.  Jonathan  N.  Havens,         <      :<.!:,  John  Smith,  Philetus  Smith,  Thcmas 

Wickham. 

1792.  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Jidm  Sr.iiiU.  J.dm  Gelston,  Henry  Scudder, 

1793.  Jonathan  N.  Havens.  .1.      Sr;:!i,,  i;i .  luzer  IMatt,  John  Gelston. 

1794.  Jonathixn  N.  Havens.  J  '''     S;..';'ii.  Joim  Gelston,  Jo.sliiia  Smith,  Jr. 

1795.  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  .h.h:;  *i.  '-;<:!i,  Is.. a.-,  Thr.niyjson,  Joshna  Smith  Jr. 

1796.  Abraham  Miller,  Sila;>  W.  . Jar.  d  E.-.r.don,  Jo.sliua  Smith,  Jr. 

1797.  The  same. 

1798.  Abraham  Millar,  Silas  V^'  -od,  ,lnM.di  IL  ev^^,  John  Hov.'ard. 

1799.  John  Smith,  Jared  L:iN  :.'ii_\ir<, !1  rioyd. 

1800.  Sdas  Wood,  Johsi  S;ii,;h,  .I;.r-d  L;in  iun,  NicoH  Floyd. 
1.9)1.    Niroli  Floyd,  IMil's  I  i..,l,ps  Abr;diam  Mdlrr,  Jared  Landon. 
1800.    Isra-d  C.irll,  Jan-d  L.ii  d..n,  Abrah  r.n  [XTiih  r,  Tredwcll  Scudder. 
1803.    Israel  Carll,  Ji^^i  di  U«  <  v.  Jr„,,ahan  L>..yion. 

1604.  David  Hed-es,  Isra.  1  (  \:.v\i,  Syl  v,::,ter  Dcnn- 

1605.  Jarcd  Lando.o,  itracl  Carii,  Junaihan  Dayton. 
1600.    Tt:e  sr-.,me. 
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i-^  'T     hr.i-l  Caril,  David  Hedi^es,  David  "Warner. 

I  I-.-U'  ;  Caril,  JonatiKiii  Dayton,  Thomas  S.  Lester. 

yi.V.s  P;;i!lips,  Abraham  Rose,  Daniel  T.  Terry. 
!-l  V    A'ir.iiiarn  Rose,  John  Rose,  Tredwell  Scudder. 
1-1 !.    'J'ri.dwcu  Soudder,  Thomas  S.  Lester,  Jonathan  S.  Conklin. 
l-i  J.    A'';r;iaani  Rose,  Usher  H.  ?>Ioore,  Nathaniel  Potter. 
\^'i.'>     ])<  tijamin  F.  Thompson,  Henry  Rhodes,  Caleb  Smith, 
1-1  {.    Tliomas  S.  Lester,  Nathaniel  Potter,  Jonathan  S.  Conklin. 
i  -  I').    Tredwell  Scudder,  John  P.  Osborn,  John  "Wells. 
1-->1'.5,    Abraham  Rose,  Benjamin  I'.  Thompson,  Phineas  Caril. 
I  •'IT.    Israel  Caril,  Thomas  S.  Lester,  Abraham  Parsons. 
I^-H'.    Cliarles  H.  Plavens,  John  P.  Osborn,  Nathaniel  Miller. 
I-' I  *.    Johii  P.  Osborn,  Isaac  Conklin,  Daniel  Youngs. 

Charles  H.  Havens,  Abraham  Parsons,  Ebenczer  W.  Case. 
l^ll.   John  M.  Wiiliamson,  Isaac  Conklin,  John  P.  Osborn. 
\^-22.    Tredwell  Scudder,  Hug-h  Halsey,  John  2vL  Williamson. 
\--l  ">     S.iiiiufl  Strong.  Joshua  Fleet, 
i"'-!.    Hni:h  Halsey,  Josiah  Smith. 

Jv'>.i.'in  S'.iiih  David  Hedges,.  Jr- 
l' y>    J  '.n  M.  Wnii-.nison,  Ush^'r  H.  Moore. 
1-JT     S.irniu-!  Stron.:.  G'  Ttrire  L.  Conklin. 

T(f  iw.-li  Sru  i  \'-T,  A'»r  Aham  H.  Gardiner. 

Jv.iui  M.  W.::i  -..-,u,  David  Hedges,  Jr. 
K/^.     S  iiiiu- i  S:.rr<:;^'    .N'l.ah  'i'liviUL'S. 

t;.  .r.'..  s.  p::. ::;;<.,  o,  .r l.  Conkiin. 

\^  '^2.    Joiiu  .M.  W.lu.iTii.s. .11.  S.unu'  !  L'Hommedieu. 

David  H.tl_'t..s.  Jr.,  Wiiliara  Wickcs. 
Kil    Winiaiii  Si^in-y  S.iUih,  John  T.  rry. 
I-:;..    (.;.  .rge  S.  Phiilij.s.  G.,:.r-e  L.  Couk'ni. 
I'^.W'.    C'li  -.rh  s  A.  Floyd,  Nathaniel  Toj'  pitii,''. 

Joini  M.  "Willianvson,  Josiah  Dayton, 
l'^:^^.    Charles  A.  Floyd,  Sidney  E.  Griiiin. 

Joshua  B.  Smitli,  Jo.^.pli  Wickham  Case. 

Fro?n  Bradford\^  Xcw-York  -nyazttfc,  May  IS,  1737. 
*'  These  are  to  give  notice,  that  oa  ?Joiul(iy  the  iOth  instant, 
there  dyed  at  the  house  of  PkiL  Smith,  in  Sinithtown,  in  Suffolk 
county,  on  Long  Ishind,  anas  Nassau  ]>land,  one  J{rii:li  Keny, 
a  pedlar;  and  the  said  Plat  Smith,  not  knowing  certainly  where 
the  said  lIuLrh  Reny's  relations  live,  he  therulbre  gives  this  pub- 
lic notice  when  and  v/herc  he  dyed,  and  tiiat  what  money 
he  had  and  Ins  pack  of  (i:oods  are  in  the  hands  of  the  said 
Plat  Smith,  where  his  friends  and  relations  may  come  and 
receive  the  same." 

From  (he  sa/jw,  July  17,  17S0.  We  heard  from  Setauket 
that  last  Friday  night  a  party  of  rebels  surrounded  the  house 
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of  Doctor  Punderson,  took  him  prisoner,  and  carried  bim  to 
Connecticut ;  and  on  that  night  the  same  paity  took  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Jayne.  jon.  The  rebels  told  I\Irs.  Punderson  that  they 
had  taken  the  Doctor  to  exchange  for  John  Smith,  and  Mr. 
Jayne  for  William  Phillips,  who  were  taken  at  Smithtownj  at 
the  widow  Elydenburgh's,  on  a  trading  party." 
.  From  the  Long  Island  Star,  Jcmvary  24,  1815.  "On  the 
evening  of  the  16th  instant,  during  a  snow-storm,  the  British 
sloop  of  war  *Sj///>A,  rating  eighteen  guns  and  three  hundred 
and  ninety  tons,  commanded  by  Capt.  Dickens,  with  a  crew  of 
ofiicers  and  men,  in  number  one  hundred  and  seventeen,  w^ent 
ashore  on  the  south  side  of  Long  Island,  near  Shinecock.  She 
drove  over  the  bar,  head  onwards,  within  a  few  rods  of  the 
shore.  The  inhabitants  attempted  to  give  relief,  but  the  height 
of  the  surf  and  the  violence  of  the  wind  made  it  impossible  to 
reach  the  vessel.  Sixty  of  tlic  crew  were  safe  in  the  main-top 
and  rigging  until  eight  o'clock,  when  a  tremendous  sea  cap- 
sized the  vessel,  and  broke  her  in  two,  fore  and  aft.  Ox\\y  five 
of  the  crew  were  saved,  and  o.vc  hundred  and  eleven  drowned. 
The  captain  v.^as  a  young  man,  and  had  been  lately  married. 
Some  of  tlie  bodies  were  found  near  the  wreck,  others  floated 
as  far  west  as  Fire  Place,  and  even  to  Fire  Island  Inlet.  The 
humanity  and  kindness  of  the  people  of  Southampton,  were 
handsomely  acknowledLred  in  the  account  given  to  Commodore 
Hotham,  and  nobly  res[)or:d(  d  to  by  him." 

KXTllACT   FROM   TIIK    STATE   CENSUS   OF  1835. 
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FXTRACT  FROM  THE  COMMON  SCHOOL  RETURNS, 
JANUARY  5,  1S3S. 


Towns. 


Brookhavea. 
Easthamplon. 
Huntington. 
Islip. 

Riverhead.J 
■  Shelter  Island- 
vSinithtov.-n. 
jSoiitliaiiipton, 
Southuhi. 


72 


Total 


133 


1-25 


>  c 


c  o 

<  a 


Sf533,10 
ITS  00 
5SG,25 
170,43 
20-3.95 
33,80 
175,35 
474,18 
300,ti7 


9   3-2751,73  3^^837.31 


>2 135,18 
4i)  1 ,01) 
20r)}.f)0 
520,53 
710,47 
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554,05 
1343.40 
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472 
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807 
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aUEEN'S  COUNTY. 

This  county  was  organized  March  1,  1683,  and  now  contains 
all  that  part  of  Loni?  Island  which  is  bounded  easterly  by  Suf- 
folk County  ;  southerly  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean  ;  northerly  by 
Lono;  I.sland  Sound  ;  and  westerly  by  King's  County,  including 
Lloyd's  Neck  or  Queen's  Village,  the  islands  called  the  North 
and  South  Brother,  Hiker's  Island  formerly  called  llallet's  Is- 
land, and  all  the  other  islands  lying  in  the  Sound  opposite  the 
said  bounds  and  southerly  of  the  main  chan-iJeL  It  is  sub-di- 
vided into  six  townships,  namely  :  .Tamaica,  Newtown,  Flush- 
ing, North  Kempsi'jad,  Hempstead,  and  Clyster  l^ay.  It  ap- 
pears, from  several  public  documents  which  liave  been  preserv- 
ed, that  the  courts  of  the  county  were  originally  held  for  the 
most  part  at  Hempstead,  and  where  the  governor  ordered  meet- 
ings-of  delegates  from  tlic  dilTerent  towns  on  various  occasions. 
By  the  act  of  assembly  p:issed  1GS3,  by  which  the  counties 
and  tcwns  upon  Long  Island  were  organized  and  established, 
the  county  courts  were  required  tliereafter  to  be  held  at  the  vil- 
lao-e  of  Jamaica.  They  were  held  there  for  about  seven  years 
in  the -old  stone  church,  which  stood  in  the  middle  of  the  pre- 
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sent  Fulton  Street  opposite  Union  Hall  Street.  In  the  year  1690 
a  court-house  and  jail  were  erected  upon  the  site  now  occnpied 
by  the  Female  Academy,  and  continned  to  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  holding  the  courts  of  the"  county  until  the  pre- 
sent court-house  was  built  upon  the  north  side  of  Hempstead 
Plains,  in  the  town  of  North  Hempstead,  in  the  year  1778. 
Why  this  location  was  chosen,  it  is  difficult  to  determine,  ex- 
cept from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  near  tlie  geographical 
centre  of  tlie  county.  The  records  of  this  county  commence 
v/ith  its  or2:anization,  and  the  tlrst  entry  is  a  release  from  one 
James  Feeke,  dated  Feb.  1,  1GS3.  At  this  time  John  Bowne 
was  treasurer  of  the  county.  His  dwelling-house  in  Flushing, 
which  was  erected  in  iOGl,  is  still  standing,  and  bids  fair  to 
last  another  half  century. 

At  a  court  of  sessions  held  at  Jamaica  on  the  8th  of  June, 
1675,  the  following  officers  were  present :  Mathias  Nicolls, 
(secretary,)  president ;  Chidley  IJrooke,  councillor  ;  and  Sylves- 
ter Salisbury,  high  sheriff.  Thomas  Hicks  was  appointed 
judge  under  the  commission  of  Governor  Andross,  and  in  pur- 
suance of  the  act  of  assembly,  in  the  year  1691,  and  held  the  of- 
fice till  1699  ;  at  which  time  an  ordmance  was  passed  in  rela- 
tion to  the  office  of  judges  oi'  the  common  pleas,  and  by  au- 
thority of  which  the  following  named  persons  were  appointed, 
and  held  their  offices  for  the  periods  mentioned  respectively. 

I'rom  1699  to  i:03,  John  Cor-. 

1703  to  1710,  Thonuis  ^V'Mn. 

1710  to  17-33,  Thomas  Wiil  t  ;i:ui  John  Jackson. 

17-23  to  1730,  Thomas  WI'.'.k  .m„1     u-.o  lllcks. 

1730  to  1734,  Isaac  Hicks,  l>.ivi'i  .l.>!i.     and  John  Tollman. 

1734  to  1738,  David  Jones,  Jnhi!  M.  -;s»'!ig;er.  and  James  Hazzard. 

1738  to  17-10,  David  Jones,  James  ILu-.7urd,  and  Thomas  Hicks.  . 

17-10  to  1749,  James  Hazzaixl.  Tie-inas  Hicks,  and  John  "Willet. 

1749  to  1750,  Tliomas  Hieks,  Daviti  Scansan,  and  Joseph  Sacket. 

1756  to  1757,  Tliomas  IIi'-k-<,  Jiicuh  Smith,  r.nd  Penn  Townsend. 

1757  to  1771,  Thomas  Hicks,  Valenime  II.  Peters,  and  Penn  Townsend. 
1771  to  1774,  Thomas  Hicks,  Vai'  ntitie  H.  Peters,  and  Daniel  Kissam. 

The  several  clerks  of  the  county,  from  its  formation  to  the 
revolution,  were  as  follows  : 

From  10S3  to  ir,88,  William  Nicolls.  1710  to  17-.>3,  Jo^-eph  Smith. 

IGbS  to  lH.y2,  Andrew  Gibb.  172-2  to  1757,  Andrew  Clark. 
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nO'2  to  1710,  Samuel  Clowes,  1757  to  1770,  "Whirch? ad  Hicks. 

From  1770  to  1775,  Thomas  Jones, 

The  following  persons  were  elected  to  the  assembly  at  dif- 
ferent periods,  from  its  origin  in  1691  to  the  revolution  : 

Daniel  "Whitehead,  from  1G91  to  1705.  Isaac  Hicks,  from  ni'^.  to  IT.kI 

John  Robinson,  1691  to  1G03.  Benjamin  Hicks,  IT'JG  to  IVM- 

John  Jackson,  1G93  to  1709.  David  Jones,  1737  lo  I7ri7. 

Jonathan  Whitehead,  1705  to  1709.  Thomas  Cornell,  1739  lo  n.'yj, 

John  Tallman,  1709  to  1710.  Thomas  Hicks,  1759  to  17tU. 

John  Townsend,  1709  to  1710.  Thomas  Cornell  1701  to  17<;t. 

John  Jackson,  1710  to  1716.  Zebulan  Seamen,  1759  to  1771 

Thomas  Willet,  1710  to  1726.  Daniel  Kissam,  1761  to  1775. 

Thomas  Willet  was  a  member  of  the  council  from  1 677  to 
1692.  Jacob  Blackwell  and  John  Tallman  were  appointtd 
deputies  from  this  county  to  the  convention  at  New- York, 
April  10,  1775,  to  choose  delegates  to  the  continental  coni^^ros. 
The  members  of  the  provincial  convention,  whicli  asscmMixi  m 
May,  1775,  were  Jacob  Blackwell,  Captain  Jonathan  1  .awrence, 
Daniel  Rapelje,  Zebulan  "Williams,  Joseph  French,  Joseph 
Robinson,  Nathaniel  Tom,  Thomas  Hicks,  and  Richard 
Thorn.  The  persi^ns  elected  to  form  the  constitution  of  this 
state  in  1777,  were  Jonath.an  Lawrence,  Rev.  Abndiam  Kctile- 
tas,  Samuel  Townsend,  James  Townsend,  Jacob  J>!ackw*  il. 
and  IMr.  Van  Wyck.  Tlie  members  of  the  converjtion  w  hi.-h 
met  at  Poaghkeepsie,  June  17,  177S,  and  adopted  the  coiKNtitu- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  were  Samuel  Jones,  John  Schenciv, 
Nathaniel  Lawrence,  and  Stephen  Caiiuau. 

The  population  of  this  county  at  diin^renl  periods  has  been 
as  follows:  In  1731,7895;  in  1771,10li?*>:  in  17sr,j:>(..  |  ; 
in  1790,  16014;  in  ISOO,  169S3;  in  I^'IO,  19336;  in  l^'iO, 
20519  ;  in  1825,  20331  ;  in  1830,2216');  and  in  ]S3.-i,  25130. 

The  surrogates  of  this  county,  since  the  institution  of  the  of- 
fice, have  been  appointed  as  follows  :  Joseph  Robinson,  17S7  ; 
David  Lamberson,  1815;  John  D.  Diima.s,  1S20  ;  Jolin  W. 
Seaman,  1821  ;  Nicholas  Wyckolf,  1826 ;  and  Henry  I. 
Ilagner,  1831. 

The  ofiice  of  first  judge  of  the  county  courts  has  been  held 
succcssivxly  by  Benjamin  Coe,  Cary  Dunn,  Effingham  I^aw- 
rencej  James  Lent,  Singleton  Mitchell,  and  Benjamin  W.  Siiong. 
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The  office  of  county  clerk  has  been  held  as  follows  :  Abra- 
ham Skinner,  from  1778  to  179G.  Daniel  Kissam,  from  1796 
to  1812.  Walter  Burling,  from  1812  to  1820.  Edward  Parker, 
from  1820  to  1821.  Samuel  Sherman,  from  1821  to  183f>; 
from  which  time  it  has  been  held  by  John  Simonson. 

Eliphalet  Wickes  was  appointed  district  attorney  for  the 
county  in  1818  ;  William  T.  lAlcCoun  in  1821  j  Benjamin  F. 
Thompson  in  1820;  and  William  11.  Barroil  in  1836. 

Delegates  to  the  convention  in  1821  for  amending  the  con- 
stitution of  this  state,  Rufus  King,  Elbert  H.  Jones,  and  Ka- 
thaniel  Seaman. 

The  foUowinof  list  contains  the  names  of  those  who  have 
represented  the  county  in  the  liouse  of  assembly  since  the  year 
1776  : 

1T77.    Philip  Edsall,  Daniel  Lawrence,  Eenjomin  Coe,  Benjamin  Birdsall, 

1778.  The  same. 

1779.  Benjamin  Birdsall,  Daniel  Lawrence,  Benjamin  Coe. 

1780.  Philip  Eklsall,  Daniel  Lawrence,  Benjamin  Coe,  Benjamin  Birdsall. 

1781.  Benjamin  Coe,  Danitl  Lawrence,  B'-njamin  Birdsall. 

1182,    Philip  EJsall,  Daniel  Lawrcnci-,  Benjamin  Coe,  Benjamin  Birdsall. 
17S3.    Benjamin  Coe,  Daniel  Lawrence,  Benjamin  Birdsall,  Nathaniel  Tom. 

1784.  Hendrick  Ondcrdonk,  Janu  s  Towns'-nd,  Samuel  Hiker,  Benjamin  Coe. 

1785.  James  Townsend,  John  Samis,  Joseph  Lawrence,  Abraham  Skinner.  . 

1786.  Samuel  Jones,  Daniel  WhitcheaJ,  James  Townsend,  Daniel  Duryea. 

1787.  John  Townsend,  Samuel  Jonrs,  ilichard  Thorn,  John  Schenck. 

1788.  Samuel  Jones,  Stephen  Carman,  Whiirliead  Cornell,  Francis  Lewis. 

1789.  Samuel  Jones,  Stephen  Carman,  Whitciiead  Cornell,  John  Schenck. 

1790.  Samuel  Jont-s,  St  ^pheii  Carman,  .^.uuuol  Cluwes,  Benjaniin  Coe. 

1791.  Samuel  Clowes,  Jolm  Soht.  n(  k,    unucl  L.  Mitclnll,  Nathaniel  Lawrence. 

1792.  Samuel  Clowes,  Whitelie.ui  Corii'Jl,  Nathaniel  Lawrence. 

1793.  Jacob  Hicks,  Samuel  Cluw.  s,  Wi.hehend  Cornell. 
1791.    Harry  Peters,  Saniuel  Youn^-s,  Samuel  Clowes. 

1795.  Nathaniel  Lawrence,  Samuel  Clowes,  St«.'{ihen  Carman.  ^ 

1796.  The  same. 

1797.  Lewis  Cornell,  Daniel  Kissam,  John  M.  Smith,  William  Pearsall, 

1798.  Williani  Pearsall,  John  I.  Skidrnore,  Stephen  Carman,  AVmtehead  Cor- 

nell. 

1799.  John  J.  Skidrnore,  John  ^L  Kmiih,  Stephen  Carman,  Whitehead  Cor- 

nell. 

180<X    Abraham  Monfort,  haac  Denton,  Jonah  Hallet,  John  I.  Skidrnore. 
1801.    Jonah  Hallei,  J  v-vpli  Pcttit,  Abr.tham  Monfort,  John  I,  Skidrnore. 
lK)i.    John  D.  1  >iimas,  Joseph  Petlit,  William  Mott,  Abraham  Montbrt. 
1H03.    Stephen  Carman,  Henry  O.  Seamen,  Abraham;  iMonfort. 
1804.    Stephen  Cannon,  John  D-  Ditmas,  William  Mott. 
1605.    Henry  0.  Seaman,  Stephen  Carman,  Benjamin  Coe. 
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Ilf  nry  O.  Seaman,  Benjamin  Coe,  John  W.  Seaman. 
I"^i7.    I  lonry  O.  Seaman,  William  Mott,  Stephen  Carman. 

Henry  O.  Seaman,  John  W.  Seaman,  Jacobus  Monfort. 
In^,>.    Stephen  Carman,  William  Townsend,  Daniel  Kissam, 
I'^M.    The  same. 

Tlic  same. 
1-1 -J.   The  same. 

Stephen  Carman,  Daniel  Kissani,  John  Fleet. 

Daniel  Kissam,  Stephen  Carman,  Solomon  Wooden. 
1^1.").    The  same. 

I^^li).    Stephen  Carman,  Daniel  Kissam,  William  Jones, 
l^IT.    The  same. 
I^IS.   The  same. 

isrj.    John  A.  King,  Stcphe)i  Carman,  Daniel  Kissam, 

John  A.  King,  Thomas  Tredwell,  William  Jones. 
I'-Ol.   John  A.  King,  John  D.  Hicks,  EJenjaniin  T.  Kissam. 
l-J-J.    William  Jones,  Timotliy  Nostrand,  Thomas  Tredwell. 
l-^J^t.    B'-njamin  T.  Kissam,  John  D-  Hicks. 

\VilU:im  Jones,  Thomas  Tredwell. 

I  "■-'».      Tii<  SAHiii. 

The  s.vme. 
I*"JT.    Tin-  sam»;. 

Till-  .same. 
I"*-':).    Henry  F.  Jonts. 
1 The  same. 
l<n.    Tho'.iias  Tredwell. 

John  A.  Km  j. 

T i.onui a  B- Jackson. 
1>'>1.    Th'  s.une. 
l>.')r).    T!ie  same. 
I'-'M).    Jarvis  Jackson. 

Til'.;  same.  -  .  ■ 

1>3S.    John  A.  King. 
1S3*J.   Elias  Hicks. 

Althou2:h  prosecutions  lor  the  siippo.^ed  crime  oi"  wiicii- 
craft  were  not  uncommon  in  some  oftiie  >eu*  J^in^laiid  colo- 
nies at  an  early  period  of  the  setilcniunts,  and  many  iiapibss 
victims  were  sacrificed  to  this  un accountable  delu.sion,  yet 
it  is  believed  that  charges  of  this  kind  were  very  rare  in 
this  part  of  tlie  country,  and  no  person  was  ever  executed 
in  this  colony  on  that  account.  It  is,  however,  asceiiained 
that  at  least  one  individual  in  tliis  county  was  suspected  of  a  secret 
correspondence  with  the  autiior  of  evil,  and  measures  were 
taken  to  bring  the  supposed  culprit  to  trial.  In  the  year  1G60, 
suspicions  of  this  namre  fell  upon  one  Mary  Wright,  a  very 
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poor  but  ignorant  woman  of  the  town  of  Oyster  Bay  ;  and  it  be- 
came a  matter  of  grave  necessity,  that  an  ofience  of  such  eiior- 
inous  depravity  should  be  fiilly  and  satisfactorily  investigated. 
But  as  there  existed  at  that  time  no  domestic  tribunal,  which  the 
people  considered  competent  to  hear  and  determine  a  matter  of 
such  magnitude,  or  none  to  which  they  thought  proper  to  sub- 
mit the  case,  it  was  fmally  concluded  to  transport  the  accused 
party  to  tne  general  court  of  Massachusetts,  where  charges  of 
this  sort  were  more  common,  and  tlie  proofs  necessary  to  sup- 
port them  better  understood.  She  was  accordingly  arraigned 
there,  and  the  matter  inquired  into  with  all  the  formality  usual 
on  such  occasions.  The  evidence  of  her  guilt  failed,  and  she 
was  ticquitted  of  the  crime  of  witclicratl.  She  was,  neverthe- 
less, convicted  of  being  a  Quaker,  a  crime,  in  the  estimation  of 
the  court,  of  almost  equal  enormity  ;  and  was  sentenced  to  be 
banished  out  of  the  jurisdiction.  In  the  general  assembly  of 
this  province,  on  the  22d  day  of  Septeuiber,  1701,  Thomas 
AVillet,  John  Tallman,  and  John  ^Vlllet,  members  from  this 
county,  were  expelled  from  the  house,  and  declared  guilty  of  a 
contempt,  for  contumaciously  refusing  to  take  their  seats  in  the 
assembly,  and  also  for  sendincf  a  paper  to  the  house,  written, 
as  the  committee  reported,  in  harharous  J:JnglisJi.  and  slievAng 
their  ignorance  and  nn  aiy/nai/iltd/tess  ivith  the  Englisdi  lan- 
guage. This  curious  paper  is  so  peculiar  in  its  style  and  mat- 
ter, as  to  be  an  ol)ject  of  som^- curiosity  at  this'day,  and  tfiere- 
fore  worthy  of  presorvatioih  T/ic  ftUowiiig  is  a  literal  copy 
from  the  journals  of  the  assembly  of  that  ]ieriod  : 

"  On  the  20th  day  of  Ongust  las!,  tlio  house,  consisting  of  2 
Persons,  wheareof  tlic  Spoek«^r  was  one,  Tenn  of  the  number 
did  in  the  House  chalinirs  th'-  Sprrk-er  to  be  unquallified^  for  his 
being  an  aliane,  and  aficrwardts  did  repetit  the  same  to  tfie  Gov- 
lier,  which  tfiey  have  all  so  giv  ifi  under- tlieare  hands;  upon 
which  heed  the  House  bein::  eqiially  divided,  could  eiv  noe de- 
cision. Till  you  o:iv  us  fider  satisfacktion,  and  the  S}">eeker 
clcre  him  self  from  beinir  an  aliane,  we  caimot  acte  with  you, 
to  sit  and  spend  owcr  Tym*^,  and  the  couiitry's  money,  to  mak 
actes  that  will  be  voyd  in  tliemselves."  'i'he  followiuir  is  from 
the  New- York  Gazette  of  Sej^ternber,  1777  :  "  ^^■hereas,  I,  Ben- 
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jamin  Carpenter,  of  Jamaica,  butcher,  did,  on  the  22d  day  of 
Auicust  last,  violently  assault  and  beat  Joseph  French,  Esq., 
oiiti  of  his  Majesty's  justices  for  Queen's  County,  at  a  time  when 
his  hands  were  held,  and  did  otherwise  greatly  abuse  him  in 
the  execution  of  his  office  ;  I  do  there'ore  in  this  public  manner 
declare  that  I  am  sorry  for  what  has  happened,  and  most  hum- 
bly beg  forgiveness.  I  do  further  declare,  that  i  will  of  my 
own  accord  cause  this  my  acknowles^ement  to  be  inserted  for 
two  weeks  successively  in  the  public  ne\Vspapers  of  the  city 
of  New- York  ;  that  1  will,  at  the  head  of  each  company  of  mi- 
litia of  said  county,  at  their  next  muster,  read  this  my  acknow- 
Icfrement ;  and  I  will  immediately  pay  into  the  hands  of  the 
churchwardens  of  the  town  of  Jamaica  the  sum  of  five  pounds 
currency,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  said  town. 

•'Benjamin  Carpenter." 

From  the  Xew-York  Journal  of  February  10,  1771:  "  We 
Iiear  froui  Lon<^  Island,  that  on  Saturday,  the29rh  ult.,  as  Dr. 
William  Lawrence,  of  Musquito  Cove,  was  returning  from  the 
city  in  a  sleiirh.  wherein  with  hiui  were  Mr.  Jord^m  Coles, and 
i\Irs.  Carpenter,  widow  of  Mr.  Thorn  Carpenter,  deceased, 
when  they  were  got  near  homo,  in  descending  a  long  steep  liill, 
where  a  lurne  rock  projected  into  the  road,  the  horses,  taking 
fri;(ht,  ran  violently  down  the  hill,  when  one  of  thefu  runnitig 
against  the  rock,  was  killed  dead  on  the  spot,  and  the  people 
thrown  oat  of  the  sleigh.  Dr.  Lawrence  esca{)cd  with  little 
hurt,  Mr.  Coles  was  considerably  injured,  lind  Mrs,  Carpenter 
much  more." 

EXTRACTS   FROM   OLD  RECORDS,   NEWSPAPER?,  c^C. 

Court  of  Sessions^  held  at  Jai/ialca,  for  (he  Sorth-r'ulin^y 
April  2d,  1667.  "Cause  tried  between  Thomas  Ocliel,  plain- 
titr,  and  John  Bale,  defendant.  George  Cumtnings,  witness, 
heard  John  Bale's  wife  tell  her  husband  that  he  and  Cchel 
made  exchange  about  two  hats,  afid  that  he  was  to  give  ten 
shillings  to  boot  if  her  husband  was  willing,  and  at  the  hear- 
ing of  it  grumbled,  but  could  not  tell  uhat/zesaid,  but  she  said 
she  hoped  her  husband  had  more  wit  than  that.  The  court  has 


164 


HISTORY  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 


seriousi 7/  considered  the  business  ahout  the  two  liats,  and  seeing 
that  John  Bale  wore  the  hat,  and  did  not  retnrn  Thomas  Ochel's 
hat  again  ;  Ordered  that  John  Bale  pay  Tliornas  Ochel  ten  shil- 
lings for  the  liat,  and  what  he  owes  him  besides,  and  costs." 

"  Ordered  at  the  same  court,  that  Kichard  Oi^dcn  and  John 
Lndluni  shall  take  order  of  every  man's  arms  and  ammunition 
within /oi^'er  days  after  the  end  of  this  weeke,  and  for  neglect 
herein  shall  pay  five  shillings  a  man^  and  what  palpable  and 
aparant  defects  tlicy  shall  find,  shall  return  to  the  authority  )i 
the  plase." 

"  Also  it  was  agreed  that  every  man  of  our  inhabitants  hav- 
ing sulficient  warning  to  a  town  meeting,  that  every  mnn  nil 
come  to  the  plase  at  the  hour  ap[)ninted,and  for  neglect,  shall  pay 
as  followeth  :  for  not  coining  y.t  the  hour,  sixpence  ;  for  not 
comeing  at  all,  two  shilhngs;  and  for  departing  away  with- 
out license,  twelve  pence.''  , 

Court  of  Se.'isions,  held  at  Ja?naica,  April  10,  1071.  '-Sa- 
muel Davis  having  by  his  own  confession  taken  away  divers  par- 
ticulars, and  also  a  ju^",  from  a  private  place  where  an  old  squaw 
had  hid  tliem,  and  tiie  said  S(|uaw  making  her  complaint  against 
him,  he  hath  three  days  allowed  to  make  the  said  squaw  satisfac- 
tion. And  the  magistrates  do  iVirther  award  that  the  said  Samuel 
Davis,  upon  penalty  often  [)onndSj  shall  appear  at  the  next  ses- 
sions in  September,  to  answer  this  said  fact,  and  in  tlie  mean 
time  to  be  of  the  good  b'^havior.'" 

Prom  the  New- Yorf:  (razcftc,  ]\[arch  '[2[\\^  172(j.  '-'On 
Friday  last,  died  at  J;un:uci»,  Uueen's  County,  Sanmel  3Tills, 
yeoman,  (who  was  born  in  America,)  aged  ninety-five  years, 
lie  was  always  a  very  laboriousj  honest  man,  of  a  very  tempe- 
rate life,  and  was  able  to  do  a  ir<'od  day's  work  but  a  few  days 
before  he  died.  He  lived  sixty-eight  years  witli  one  wife,^vho 
is  still  alive,  by  whom  he  liad  sixteen  clnldren.  lie  hath  left 
behind  him  nine  children,  eicrhty  grand-ciiiklren,  and  fifty-four 
great-2Tand-chi!dren,  and  several  of  his  2"reat-grancl-children  are 
marriageable.  His  wife  was  delivered  of  a  child  when  she  was 
one  (ind  fifty  vears  of  a^fe." 

From  tJi>'  Consfiluf'i'tunl  Gazcltv,  Jmiiiani  27,  1770.  "  On 
Tuesdiiy  lasi,  seven  hundred  Jersey  mihtia,  and  three  hundred 
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J(  rsey  recriilars,  entered  dueen's  County  to  disarm  those  who 
o|)p').<ed  American  Uberty  ;  and  although  they  have  repeatedly 
dt.'ciared  their  resohuion  of  defending  their  arms  at  the  risk  of 
their  hves,  yet  such  is  the  badness  of  their  cause,  (which  no 
doubt  rendered  them  cowards,)  that  they  were  disarmed  with- 
out opposition  ;  and  the  generality  of  them  have  svvorn  to  abide 
by  the  measures  of  the  congress.  Two  young  men  brought 
seventeen  prisoners  into  Hempstead  witii  their  arms  ;  and 
a  boy  of  twelve  years  of  age  demanded  a  pair  of  pistols  of  a 
man  wlio  had  threatened  to  shoot  the  first  person  that  attempt- 
ed to  disarm  him.  but  with  fear  and  tremblmg  delivered  his 
pistols  to  tiie  boy,  v/ho  brought  them  away  in  triumpli." 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Nciv- York,  Fchriiari/  19.  177G. 
'•The  petition  of  AVilham  Cock  and  Thomas  Cock  of  Oys- 
ter ]i  ly  in  Queen's  County,  was  read  and  filed,  in  the  words 
fDilowiai;,  to  wit : — 'The  petition  of  William  and  lliojnas 
Cock  humbly  slieweti),  that  we  your  petitioners  are  inhabitants 
of  said  county,  and  th;i.i  at  tiie  last  election  of  deputies  for  t!se 
provi'jcial  congress  we  opposed  the  election  of  deputies  for  said 
county  ;  since  which  we  are  convinced  of  our  error,  and  think 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  there  should  be  a  representa- 
tion of  said  county.  And  your  petitioners  did  not  op[)ose  the 
clioicc  of  said  deputies  from  any  desire  or  incliiiatiou  of  injur- 
ing tiiis  country,  but  was  owmg  entiroly  to  error  of  juiliinu  nt. 
And  that  your  petitioners  are  ready  to  obey  ail  orders  iiud  re- 
commendations of  the  continental  and  jTovincial  con'jress(  s. 
Your  petitioners  therefore  desire  that  your  honorablt}  body  v,'ill 
take  our  case  into  consideration,  and  grant  us  sucii  r<'liei'in  the 
premises  as  to  you  shall  seem  meet.  (Signed) 

'  ^VIL^,I,\M   (  'nCK, 

'Thomas  Cock.'^ 
'•  On  hearing  the  said  petition  read,  and  upon  due  considera- 
tion thereof,  and  considering  that  any  former  resolves  of  this 
congress  against  the  delimpients  of  Uueen's  County  were  only 
intended  to  convince  them  oftSieir  error,  and  bring  them  to  a 
just  sense  of  their  duiy  to  ilie  \)\\h\\c.— Ordered,  that  the  said 
petitioners  be  restored  to  the  state  and  condition  iii  wiiich  they 
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were  before  the  passing  of  the  said  resolves,  during  their  good 
beiiavior.      A  true  copy  from  the  minutes. 

"  RoBRKT  Benson,  Secretary.'" 
Address  of  the  j'eopic  of  Quceii's  County  to  Governor  Try- 
on,  October  21,  177G.  To  his  Excellency  WilUam  Tryon, 
governor  of  the  province  of  New-York.  We,  the  freeholders 
and  inhabitants  of  Queen's  County,  aie  iiappy  once  again  to 
address  your  Excellency  in  the  capu;il  of  the  province.  Anxious- 
ly do  v/e  look  forward  to  the  period  when  the  disobedient  shall  re- 
turn to  their  duty,  and  the  ravages  of  war  cease  to  desolate  this 
once  flourishing  country.  That  we  may  be  restored  to  the 
king's  most  gracious  protection.  We  entreat  your  Excellency 
to  present  our  petition,  and  r^-ly  on  your  known  humanity  and 
benevolence  for  the  exertion  of  your  influence  in  behalf  of  the 
ivell-a  ffccted  CQm\\Y  of  Uucens,  that  it  may  again,  in  the  bosom 
of  peace,  enjoy  the  royal  favor,  under  your  Excellency's  pater- 
nal care  and  attention.  Signed,  by  desire,  and  in  behalf  of  the 
freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  Queen's  County, 

"  Daviu  Colden." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Gorr  rnor  Tryon  to  Lord  George 
Gerniaine,  December  21,  17 TO  : 

"  On  the  lOili  instaiit  1  reviewed  the  militia  of  Queen's  Coun- 
ty, at  Hempstead,  when  eight  hundred  and  twenty  men  were 
mustered  ;  and  on  Thursilay  following  1  saw  the  Suffolk  mili- 
tia at  Brookhaven,  where  eight  hundred  men  appeared ;  to 
all  of  v%diom,  as  well  as  to  tf!'>  militiu  of  Queen's  County, 
I  had  in  my  presence  an  oath  of  alli.dance  and  fidelity  ad- 
ministered. A  very  large  majority  of  the  inhtibitants  of 
Queen's  County  have  indeed  steadlastly  maintained  their  loy- 
al principles,  as  have  small  di^>irjcts  in  Suffolk  County.  Three 
companies,  1  learned,  had  been  raised  out  of  Sutfolk  County  fgr 
the  rebel  army,  most  of  whoa),  I  was  made  to  understand; 
would  quit  the  service  if  they  could  get  home.  AYhile  on  Long 
Island,!  gave  certificates  •  to  near  three  thousand  men,  who 
signed  the  declaration  prcsentf^d  by  the  king's  commissioner's 
proclamation  of  iho  *;i)!h  of  November  hist.  Large  bodies  of 
the  ]ieo[)le  have  already  taki/ii  the  benelit  of  the  grace  therein 
offered  them." 
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Frnin  Hugh  Gaiue's  New- York  Gazette,  July  27,  17S0. 
*'  Mr.  Gciine  :  Sir —  As  the  account  of  the  capture  of  tlic  crew 
];f'!o!in:ing  to  the  rebel  privateer  sloop  Revenue,  pubhshcd  in 
your  paper  of  the  iOth  instant,  is  wrong  in  several  particular^, 
vou  will  please  insert  the  following : — Thirteen  of  tiie  nnhtia  of 
loyal  Queeii^s  County,  commanded  by  Ensign  Etijali  ^Vl>t>(I, 
namely,  Joseph  Mott,  John  jSIott,  Joseph  Raynor,  Klljah  R<iy- 
7ior,  Ezekiel  Rciynor^  Rheuhen  I^ine,  Benjamin  aimer, 
Abel  Southard,  {who  was  U'ounded?)  Richard  Green,  Anws 
Shaw,  Jsaac  Smith,  Joseph  Smith,  Willia}?i  Ji.  Smith,  assem- 
bled, and  after  a  skirmish  of  six  hours,  took  ten  of  the  rebels 
prisoners,  together  with  their  boat.  Ensign  Wood  was  then 
reinforced  by  twenty-six  more,  namely  Lieutenant  iMcKain, 
an  officer  on  half-pay,  Israel  Smith,  Stephen  Povrell,  AVilliam 
Johnson,  Samuel  Johnson,  Abraham  Simionson,  Jo.shua  }\nrit, 
Wiiham  Peitit,  James  Pettit,  Morris  Green,  AVilliam  Pearsall, 
James  Denton,  James  Southard,  Elijah  Cornell,  Rheubfu  Jack- 
son, Ijcnjamin  Cornell,  Elijah  llandly,  Uriah  Seaman,  i]ar»ia- 
bas  Siuilh,  David  Pine,  Michael  Demott,  (a  troo])er,)  Joseph 
Dorloii  and  Alexander  Dunlap.'- 

Prom  the  New-  York  Mercury,  Septe?nber  1,  17G0.  Lately 
died,  at  Jamaica  on  Long  Island,  after  a  few  days'  illness,  Sa- 
muel Clowes,  Esq.,  in  his  eighty-seventl)  year.  Ife  was  for 
many  years  a  noted  lawyer,  and  was  skilled  ni  matbt'inaticv,  in 
which  he  was  instructed  by  tlie  famous  Dr.  Eia?n::tead.  He 
lias  left  a  numerous  posterity  and  an  unblemished  characier/' 

Ne w-  York  Ga zette,  Sep tem her  1  f 1  /  ^ <->.  '-  Last  Sunday 
night  died,  at  Jamaica  on  Long  Island,  of  a  very  painful  il'inss, 
Doctor  Jacob  Ogden,  in  the  59th  year  of  his  ;)i,t\  ']1irouL:h  a 
long  course  of  successful  practice  he  acrjuuvd  an  extensive 
and  respectable  acquaintance,  who  valued  him  for  his  great 
kindness  of  heart,  whicii  marks  thehonesi  and  benevolent  manf 
To  the  community  in  general  his  death  must  prove  a  loss  ;  but 
when  ap[)lied  to  the  private  feelings  of  a  family,  who  tenderly 
loved  him,  it  becomes  the  heaviest  of  calamities." 

Independent  Gazette,  Dec.  13,  1783.  "On  iMonday,  the 
glorious  event  of  peace  was  celebrated  by  the  Whig  inhabitants 
of  Qaeeii's  County  at  Jamaica.  At  sunrise,  a  volley  was  fired 
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by  the  continental  troops  stationed  in  town^  and  the  thirteen 
stripes  were  displayed  on  a  Uherly-pole,  which  had  been  erect- 
ed for  the  purpose.  At  fonr  o'clock  a  number  of  gentlemen  of 
the  county  and  ofMcers  of  the  army  who  were  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, sat  down  to  an  elegiint  dinner,  attended  by  the  music  of 
a  most  excellent  band,  formerly  belonging  to  the  line  of  this  state. 
-  After  drinking  thirteen  toasts,  the  gentlemen  marched  in  colnmn, 
thirteen  abreast,  in  procession  througli  the  villnge, preceded  by  the 
nmsic,  and  saluting  the  colors  as  they  passed.  In  the  evening 
every  house  in  the  village,  and  several  nnles  around,  was  most 
brilliantly  illuminated,  and  a  ball  given  to  the  ladies  concluded 
the  whole.  It  was  pleasing  to  view  the  diUerent  expressions  of  joy 
and  gratitude  apparL-nt  in  every  countenance  on  the  occasion.  In 
short,  the  wdiolc  U'as  conducted  with  the  greatest  harmony,  and 
gave  miiversal  satisfiction.  An  address  was  likewise  agreed 
upon,  to  his  Excellency  George  Climon,  governor  of  the  state, 
and  signed  by  Francis  Lewis,  John  Sands,  Richard  Thorn, 
Joseph  Robinson,  Prior  Tov/nsend,  Abraham  Skinner,  Benja- 
min Coe,  Robert  Furman,  and  James  Burling. 

Tiie  governor  returned  a  very  polite  answer  on  the  12th, 
in  which  he  thanked  them  for  their  respectful  address,  and  con- 
cluded by  saying,  '  You  have  now  abundant  opportunities, 
which  I  liave  the  highest  conjidence  you  will  cheerfully  em- 
brace, of  manifesting  your  pafnonsm  by  a  firm  attachment  to 
our  excellent  constitution,  and  a  steady  support  of  good  govern- 
ment, dom.estic  tranquillity,  and  the  national  justice  and  honor.' 

"  George  Clinton." 

The  following  is  a  list  of  justices  of  the  peace  for  (Queen's 
County,  in  the  year  17S3  : 


Thomas  Hicks, 
Jacob  Smith, 
Penn  TowiKsend, 
Josiaii  Martin, 
Janif'S  H.izzard. 
Dani'  l  Rapely^ja,  jun. 
Abraham  PolhLiaus, 
Daiiit  l  Ki;oVi!il, 

"Wiii-  uu  Jur.i;s, 
Joseph  Kissnin, 
Samuel  Sjiaitli, 
Dlrcck  HlUi  UMU 


J'>!in.  Wvv  ktui', 
Ja;i;<  s  1  ><  r.ti.n, 

T)  h;:i:,s  Siivith, 

John  ]>'rU3, 
!!■  iij  i'.irui  "VVhitplvwJ, 
B-i'jaiiiiii  ile-.vl-  U, 
John  \'an  Wyck, 
Pt:U  r  Talbnarj, 


SanriKl  Smitli,  jun. 
John  Jackson, 
Samuf;l  Townsond, 
Chri.stoplier  Robert, 
TaHinan  AV -iters, 
Phi!i])Fxisall, 
nt'iuierick  Brinkcrlioff. 
Samuel  Alonre,  jun. 
JlenJrick  Eiicrt, 
Ji'5({ih  Skidmore, 
Samuel  Clowes. 
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KXTRACT  FROM  THE  STATE   CENSUS  OF   1S35  FOR  THE 
COUNTY  OF  arEENS. 


K5TiC\CT  FROM  THE  RETURNS  OP   COMMON  SCHOOLS  TO  THi:: 
LEGISLATURE,  JANUARY  5,  lb3S. 
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KING'S  COUM  Y. 

This  county  was  org-anized  the  1st  of  November,  1GS3,  by 
an  act  dividins^  the  province  into  counties,  and  abolishing-  the 
ridiriL's  whioh  previously  existed.  It  is  bounded  easterly  by 
Uu-^iu's  County,  northerly  by  the  county  of  New- York,  wester- 
ly by  llie  rjiiddle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Hudson  River, 
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from  the  southern  boundary  of  the  county  of  New- York,  to  the 
ocean,  and  southerly  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean  ;  including  Pium 
Island,  Barren  Island,  Coney  Island,  and  other  islands  south  of 
the  town  of  Gravesend. 

It  is  divided  into  six  towns  ;  namely,  Bushwick,  Brooklyn, 
Flatbush,  Flatiands,  New  Utrecht,  and  Gravesend.  The  courts 
of  this  county  were  ori^^inally  hold  in  the  village  of  Gravesend, 
and  the  court  house  was  erected  upon  one  of  the  squares  of  the 
village  plot,  near  tfie  place  now  occupied  by  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church.  The  courts  were  removed,  in  16S6,  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Flatbush,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  colonial  assem- 
bly, which  had  been  passed  t!ic  preceding  year.  One  of  the 
most  ancient  entries  that  has  been  discovered  upon  the  records 
of  this  county  is  contained  in  the  tbllowin^;'  words: — "At  a 
court  of  sessions  held  at  Gravesend  the  16th  day  of  June,  by  his 
Majesty's  autliority,  in  the  twenty-first  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
Sovereign  Lord,  Charles  tlie  Second,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of 
Great  Brittaine,  ffrance,  and  Ireland,  King,  Dcfendei:  of  the 
ffaith,  (fcc,  in  the  year  of  oar  Lord  1669. 

"Present,  Matiiias  Nicolls,  FiSquire,  Secretary,  President. 
"Mr.  Cornelius  Van  Rivvex,  Captain  ^ 

John  Manning,  ^Ir.  Ja.mks  Hubbard,  [justices. 

and  Mr.  Richard  Betts,  J 
Whereas,  during  this  court  of  sessions,  there  hath  been 
several  misdemeanors  commitud  in  contempt  of  authority  in 
this  town  of  Gravesend,  by  one  throwing  down  the  stocks, 
pulling  down  of  fiences,  and  such  like  crimes  ;  the  court  also 
find  that  there  was  no  watcli  in  the  town  which  mifrht  have 
prevented  it;  and  being  the  ofibnders  cannot  be  discovered,  it 
is  ordered  that  the  town  stand  fined  in  five  pounds  till  they 
have  made  discovery  of  the  offenders."  Many  other  acts  ^f  the 
like  kind  are  noticed  in  the  records,  which  exhibit  the  mischiev- 
ous disposition  of  some  portion  of  the  people  at  an  early  period. 
Among  others,  is  the  following  : 

Sept.  M,  1696,  al)out  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening-,  John 
Rapale,  Isaac  Remsen,  Joras  Yannester,  Joras  Danielse  Ra- 
pale,  Jacob  Reyersen,  Aert  Aersen,  Tunis  Buys,  Garret  Cow- 
enhoven,  Gabriel  Sprong,  Urian  Andriese,  John  "Wiliicanse 
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U'jnnet,  Jacob  Bennet,  and  John  Mescrolc,  jr..  mft  arniGd  at 
the  court-house  of  Kings,  where  they  destroyed  and  defaced 
the  kind's  arms  which  were  hanging  up  there." 

The  first  court-house  at  Flatbush  was  erected  in  1635,  and  re- 
miined  till  a  larger  one  was  built  there  in  175S,  the  ex]vij^es  of 
which,  amounting  to  four  hundred  and  forty-eight  pounds,  were 
raised  by  an  assessment  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  county.  It 
became  so  much  out  of  repair,  and  was  found  in  many  respects 
so  inconvenient,  that  anew  court  and  jail  were  erected  in  1792, 
and  stood  till  destroyed  by  fire  on  tlie  30th  of  November,  1S32. 
Since  wdiich  time  the  county  courts  have  been  holden  in  the 
towm  of  Brooklyn.  It  is  reported  that  the  prisoners,  with  one 
exception,  exerted  tliemselves  during  the  conflagration  to  ex- 
lirtf^uish  the  tlames,  and  immediately  voluntarily  submiittd  to 
be  rc-im}jrisoned  in  another  place  selected  for  the  purpose, 
'i'liis  building  had  been  erected  at  the  ex})onse  of  two  tfiOus;ind 
nuie  hnridrv'd  aiid  forty-four  dollars,  under  tlie  supermt-:-ridi/nce 
of  Jolni  Vanderbilt,  Johannes  E.  Lott,  and  Charles  I)(.)u:,'!iiy, 
Esquires. 

The  following  list  contains  the  names  of  the  judges  of  ihi^ 
county  anterior  to  the  American  revolution  : 


Cornelius  S  .-hriuij, 
Cornelius  Vajihrunt, 
Peter  Siryker, 
Dank-l  Polheraus, 
Peter  Coiii!e:iu, 
Samuel  GarreLson, 
Ryck  Saydam, 
Christopher  Codwiso, 
Johannes  Loit, 
Abrahaai  Lott, 
Isaac  Sebring, 
Samuel  Garretson, 
Barnabas  Ryder, 
Cliarles  De  Bevoice, 


1715  to  1718. 

17 IS  to  neo. 

17-20  to  1702. 
17-2-2  to  17-21, 
17-21  to  172L). 
17-29  to  1732. 
173-2  to  1739. 
1739  to  1712. 
1712  to  1715. 
1715  to  17-19. 
1749  to  175-2. 


j  1752 


to  1701. 


John  Lt  fTtTts, 
Abraham  ?r-!iiMV.k, 
Samuel  G>irrt'ison, 
Coriifliu^  V;>nbrunt 
Saaiucl  ^.iarr'  'auii, 
John  L»  fi'  r:s, 
John      iu  rts, 
Jcretainh  RciVisen, 
Peter  Na-ol, 
Enrkh^s:  L<  .t, 
Thv.:..i..'nt:;Po!!! 
Jeremiah  Vand 


i7?"'i  to  nos»j 


r,(\0  lo  1770. 


I  1770  10  r.77. 


crbilt,  ) 


^  1777  to  nao. 


1G71  to  ir,-'-2, 
16S2  to  lO'-  l, 
lt>>i  to  1G57, 
1&S7  to  17(M, 


List  of  County  Ckrks  before  the  Rfvolution  : 

John  West.  1701  to  1715,     Henry  Filkin. 

John  M.  Sperii 


Peter  Smith.  1715  to  17-20, 

John  ivai:;hi.  17-J(3  to  1759,^ 

Jacobus  Vandewater.       1750  to  1775, 
1775  to  1783,  John  Rapelje. 


Adrian  Hegemari. 
Simon  Boerum. 
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Na7n€S  of  first  Judges, 
when  appointed, 
180S,  William  Furman. 
18-23,  Leffeit  Lefferts. 
1827,  Peter  W.  RadclitT. 
1830,  John  Dikeman. 
1S33,  Naihan  B.  Morse. 
1838,  John  A  Lott. 


Clerks  since  the  Rr.ioliLtion.      District  A'tornics. 

tchcn  appointed.  vhen  appointed. 

ITSt,  Jacob  Sharp.  1810,  James  B  Clarke. 

1RX»,  LefTert  Lefferts.  1859,  Nathan  B.  Mor^e. 

181G,  Abraham  Vandeveer.  1833,  William  Rockwell. 
\^^\,  Joseph  Dean. 
lS-2:2,  Abraham  Vandeveer. 
1^37,  Charles  E.  Bulkeipy. 

The  foUowino:  are  the  names  of  those  who  represenied 
this  county  in  the  colonial  assembly,  between  the  respective 
periods  mentioned  from  1G91  to  1775  inchisive  : 

Nicholas  StilUvell,  from  lb91  to  ICm.    Cornelius  Van  Brunt,  from  1G99  to  1716. 


John  Poland, 
Coert  Stuyvesant, 
Johannis  Van  Ecklen 
Henry  ffilkin, 
Cornelius  Sebring, 
Myndert  Coerten, 
Gerardus  Beekman, 
Cornelius  Sebrin^r, 


1G91  to  lt;93.  Samuel  Garretson,  1716  to  1737. 

1693  to  1691.  Ricliard  Srillwell,  1726  to  1727. 

1693  to  1698.  Johannis  Lott,  1727  to  1761. 

1691  to  1695.  Abraham  Lott,  1737  to  1750. 

inf)5  to  16.98.  Dominicus  Vandeveer,  1750  to  1759. 

1698  to  161^9.  Abraham  Schenck,  1759  to  1767. 

1698  to  1699.  Simon  Boerum,  1761  to  1775. 

1699  to  1726.  John  Rapelje,  1767  to  1775. 
Corneliui  Van  Ruyven,  member  of  the  council. 

The  dejmties  who  met  in  convention  at  New- York,  April  10, 
1775,  to  choose  dcle'^ntes  to  the  continental  congress,  were  Si- 
mon Boerum.  Richard  Still'vell,  Tlieodorus  Polhemus,  De- 
nyse  Denyse,  and  Jolin  Yanderbilt.  The  delegates  selected  by 
the  convention  were  Johannis  Lott,  Henry  Williams,  J.  Rem- 
sen,  Richard  Stillwell,  Theodoras  Polhemus,  John  Lefferts, 
Tsicholas  Gowenhoven,  and  John  Yanderbilt.  These  dele^^ates 
convened  at  New-Yorlc  on  the  22d  of  ]May,  1775,  and  conti- 
nued to  meet  at  diffjrent  places  from  time  to  tinie  till  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution  of  the  state  in  April,  1777. 

The  members  of  the  proruicidi  congress  from  this  county 
were  Henry  Williams,  Jerennah  Rem>on,  Theodoras  Polhemus, 
and  John  LefT^rts  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that,  after  the  first 
meeting  of  Congress,  any  one  of  them  attended  subsequent  to^ 
the  3i)th  of  June,  1776.  The  delegates  from  this  county  to  the 
convention  which  met  at  Poughkeepsie  on  the  27th  of  June, 
177S,  to  adopt  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  were  Peter 
Lefferts  and  Peter  A'andervoort. 

The  populalion  of  this  county  at  dilTerent  periods  has  been 
as  follows:    In  1731,2150;  in  1756,  2707;  in  1771,3623; 
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in  17S6,  39S6 ;  in  1790,  4495  ;  in  ISCH),  5740  ;  in  ISIO.  S'm  ; 
III  IS'.^O,  1US7;  in  1S25,  14679;  in  1S30,  2' 535  ;  in  1835, 
32057.  The  last  capital  execution  in  this  county  was  of  a  man 
by  the  name  ofWessels,  who  was  hanged  in  17S6  fur  the  crime 
of  fo.rrrery. 

John  Leferts,  Esq.,  of  Fiatbnsh,  now  deceased,  was  tiie 
de!e2:ate  from  this  county  to  the  convention  of  1S21,  for  aniend- 
iu2:  tf^e  constitution  of  this  state. 

The  following  list  contains  the  names  of  those  who  have 
represented  this  county  in  the  assembly  since  the  revolution  : 

1777  to  1783.  William  Boerum,  Henry  1S15.    Tunis  Schenck. 

Williams.  1816  and  1817.    Richard  Fish. 

17S1.    Johannes  E.  Lott,  Rutger  Van  1S18.    Cornelius  Van  Ci':cf. 

Brunt.  1819  .fc  18-20.    Tunis  Pchenck. 

1765     17^G.  John  Vanderbilt,  Charles  lS-21  &  19-3-3.    Jeremiah  L-tt. 

l).)u-hty.  18-33.    William  Coi..s-ly<  a.  j. in. 

17"^7  j"w  1 7-v^  Cornel iu3  Wyckoff,  1821  to  18-36.    William  ['urm.'.!!. 

Ca-irh's  D..uzhty.  18-37  &  17-3^.    Cl:ir"no.'  D.  S.u  k.  t. 

17*)    lo   17'-n.    Peter   Vandervoort,  18-39.    J  .hn  Wy '^<•!!■ 

Aquilla  Giles.  1S30  to  lv!33.    Coo  S.  Dou  nini,'. 

17;>-3.    Charles  Dou^^hty.  ISIU  &  1835.    Philip  Hrashcr. 

I7ii3.    Aquiila  Gth-'s.  183G.    John  Dlk  m.in. 

17^1  to  1700.    Peter  Vand'-rvoort.  1837.    Richard  V.  W.  Ti;ornp, 

ISiX)  v.t  ISOl.    Jacob  Sharpe,  juti.  Josf'ph  Con^rlyca. 

18:>2.    John  C.  Vandeveer.  1833.    Benjamin  1).  Siiiiman,  Cor- 

1'03  to  1*^08.    John  Hicks.  iit  liiis  iJ-  n. 

1801)  vje  1^10.    Jeremiah  Johnson.  1839.    Jeremiah    Lutt,  C<*rn,!ajs 

lSlltol8i;i.    John  C.  Vandeveer.  iJor-.  n, 
1811.    Jeremiah  I.ott, 

The  surrogates  of  this  county  since  the  c?;rablishnient  of  the 
office,  have  been  as  follows  : 

From  17S7  to  1793,  Johannes  E.  Lott.  ISl  1  to  ls:i3,  J-T.-n"  ,h  I,r,:t. 

1793  to  1799,  Jacobus  L.  LetTerts.  And  fiom  1^33  lo  the  present 

1799  to  1814,  William  Livington.  time.  RicliarJ  Cornell. 

"  At  a  court  of  general  sessions,  held  at  Gravesend  Doc.  1, 
16G9: 

"John  ffirraan,  plf  ^  Tiie  plaintiff  declared  in  ar»  action 
vs.  i  of  defamation,  how  that  the  defcn- 

Abm.  ffrost,  defl,  J  dant  reported  him  to  be  a  perjured 
person  and  common  Iyer;  v/hich  was  sufficiently  proved,  and 
also  confessed  by  the  defendant.  The  jury  brought  in  the  ver 
diet  for  the  phiintitf,  v.-ith  five  pounds  damages^  and  costs." 
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"  This  court  "havinnr  taken  into  consideration  the  miscar- 
riasfesof  Samuel  Scuddcr  and  Thomas  Case.  Q?^a/.-er5j  by  disturb- 
ing and  seducing  the  people  and  inhabitants  of  this  government, 
contrary  to  the  peace  of  our  sovereign  lord  the  king,  doe  there- 
fore order  that  they  forthwith  give  security  to  the  value  of  forty 
shillings  sterling,  before  Mr.  Justice  Betts,  for  their  good  beha- 
vior and  appearance  at  the  sessions." 

'•Upon  the  complaint  of  the  constable  of  Flatbush  that  there 
are  several  persons  in  the  town  wlio  doe  refuse  to  pay  their 
minister, — The  court  doe  order  that  such  persons  who  shall 
refuse  to  pay  their  minister,  it  shall  be  taken  from  them  by  dis- 
tress." 

"  October  11,  1693.  At  a  meeting  of  the  justices  of  King's 
County,  at  the  county  hall.  Present,  Koeleff  Martense.  Nicho- 
las Stillwell,  Joseph  Hcgviman,  and  Henry  ffilkin,  Esqs.,  jus- 
tices;  John  Bibout  of  Broockland,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  we 
aver  being  committed  by  tiie  said  justices  to  tlie  common  jail  of 
King's  County,  for  divers  scandalous  and  abusive  words  spoken 
by  the  said  John  against  their  majesties  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  aforesaid,  to  the  contempt  of  their  Majesty's  authority 
and  breach  of  the  peace;  the  said  .Tohn  having  now  humbly 
submitted  himself,  and  craves  pardon  and  mercy  of  the  said 
justices  for  his  misdemeanor,  is  discharged,  paying  the  offi- 
cers' fees,  and  being  on  his  good  behavior  till  next  court  of 
sessions,  in  November  next  ensuing  tlie  date  hereof," 

During  the  same  year  in  the  tov/n  of  Bushwyck,  a  man  nam- 
ed Urian  Hagell  was  imprisoned  for  having  said,  on  a  train- 
ing day,  (speakmg  jestingly  of  tlie  soldiers,) "  Let  us  knock  them 
down;  ice  are  three  to  thar  onv.'^  The  justices  called  these 
7nutinoiis,  factions,  and  seditions  words,  and  threatened  to  im- 
prison the  oflender. 

May  8,  1691,  two  women  of  the  town  of  Bushwick  were  in-> 
dieted  at  the  sessions  in  this  county,  for  having  heat  and  puit^ 
ed  the  hair  of  Captain  Peter  Praa  while  at  the  head  of  his 
company  of  soldiers  on  parade.  One  of  them  was  fined  £3, 
and  the  costs  £  I  19s.  9d  ;  and  the  other  40s.  and  the  costs 
£1  I9s.  9d.  Durin^r  the  same  year  Volkert  Brier,  constable  of 
Brooklyn,  v/as  fuied  £5,  aj]d  the  costs,  amounting  to  £1,  by  the 
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court  of  sessions,  for  tearing  and  burning  an  execution  di- 
rcrttd  to  him  as  constable  ;  on  account  of  which  he  made  the 
foilowini^  application  to  the  governor  for  relief: 

The  Petition  of  Volkert  Brier. 
"  To  HIS  Excellency,     The  humble  peticon  of  Volkert 
Brier,  inhabitant  of  the  towne  of  Broockland,  on  the  Iskmd  of 
Nassau. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency,  your  peticoner  being  fined 
five  pounds  last  court  of  sessions,  in  King's  County,  for  tear- 
ing an  execucon  directed  to  him  as  constable.  Your  peticoner 
being  ignorant  of  the  crime,  and  not  thinking  it  was  of  force 
when  he  was  out  of  his  ofllce,  or  that  he  should  have  made 
returne  of  it  as  the  lawe  directs,  lie  bein£r  an  illiterate  man  could 
not  read  said  execucon  nor  understand  any  thing,  of  lav/e  : 
humbly  piays  yr  Excellency  yt  you  would  be  pleased  to  reuiit 
said  fine  of  five  pounds,  yr  peticoner  being  a  poor  man,  and  not 
capacialed  to  pay  said  fine  without  great  damr^^e  to  himself  and 
family.    And  for  yr  Excellency  yr  peticoner  will  ever  pray,  i\:c. 

' '  Yo L K E RT  B li  1 1 :  R .' ' 

November  12,  1G95,  the  court  ordered  that  the  constables  of 
the  towns  shall,  on  Sunday  or  Sabbath  day,  take  law  for  the 
apprehending  of  all  Sabbath-breakers,  and  search  all  liouscs, 
taverns,  and  other  suspected  places,  for  all  profau»:rs  and 
breakers  of  the  Sabbath  day,  and  bn-ing  them  before  a  justice  of 
the  peace  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law  ;  ami  fur  any  mt- 
gleet  of  the  constable,  he  should  pay  a  fujc  of  six  sll^!liI!-^^. 
The  court  also  made  an  order  requirino-  each  of  the  towns  to 
cause  to  be  immediately  erected  a  good  pair  o{  stocks  and  a 
good  poitndf  by  which,  it  seems,  they  were  resolved  to  keep 
both  man  and  beast  in  proper  subjection. 

By  an  act  of  assembly,  July  27th,  1721,  it  was  declared  that 
the  road,  or  King's  Highway,  from  the  ferry  upwards  to  the 
town  of  l]reuckland,  as  far  as  the  swingin2:-gate  of  .lohn  Rapelje 
just  above  the  house  and  land  of  James  Harding";  should  be  and 
remain  the  common  road,  or  King^s  Highicayj  from  the  said 
ferry,  to  the  Slid  swinging-gate  lor  ever. 
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It  appears,  that  in  1654  this  county  was  so  infested  by  rob- 
bers, who  committed  violetice  and  ontriifje  upon  the  pro])erty 
of  the  inhabitants,  that  the  magistrates  of  the  several  towns 
united  in  forming  a  company  to  act  agGAUsi  robbers  and  pi- 
rates, and  created  for  this  special  purpose  an  olhcer  in  eacli 
town,  cahed  a  Sergeant,  with  a  suitable  guard. 

During  the  administration  of  the  Dutch  government,  the 
poor,  in  the  several  towns  under  their  jurisdiction,  were  main- 
tained by  fines  imposed  fortfie  commission  of  different  ollences, 
and  by  voluntary  contributions  taken  up  in  the  churclies,  as 
was  tiie  custom  up()n  tlie  Sabbath  and  on  other  public  occasions. 

'vU  a  Court  of  Sessions,  held  at  G ruvesend,  June  21,  1671. 
— Present,  Matiiias  rsichoils,  president;  Mr.  Cornelms  Yan 
Ruyven,  Caj:)tain  John  Manninir,  Mr.  Thomas  Lovelace,  Mr. 
James  Hubbard  and  Thomas  Ik'tts,  justices  ;  Robert  Coe,  hioh 
sherifie ;  constables  sworn,  John  Kamsden  for  Newtown  ; 
John  Hanch,  filatbush ;  Wessdl  Garrett,  Bushwicke ;  Simon 
Johnson,  fflatlands ;  John  'J'homas,  New  Utrecht ;  Ralph  Car- 
dell,  Gravesend  ;  and  Lambert  Johnson,  Brookeland.  The  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  adopted  : — • 

"  ^ye,  his  majestie's  justices,  being  assembled  at  a  court  of 
sessions  at  Gravesend,  for  the  West-riding  of  Yorkshire  upon 
Long  Island,  being  assisted  by  some  of  the  governors  council, 
and  likewise  of  our  brethren  of  the  North-riding,  and  having 
had  the  perusal  of  three  papers  jxrescntcd  at  the  court  of  sessions 
at  Jamaica  the  week  betbre,  from  and  in  the  names  of  the  towns 
of  Flushing,  Hempstead,  and  Jamaica,  upon  mature  delibera- 
con  and  consideracon  had  thereupon  ;  we  have  unanimously 
concluded  and  adjudged  that  the  said  papers  are  in  themselves 
scandalous,  illegal,  and  seditious  ;  tending  only  to  disatfect  all 
the  peaceable  and  well-meaning  subjects  of  his  majesty's  terri- 
tories and  dominions  ;  and  do  declare  this  to  bee  our  sentiments 
and  opinions,  the  which  we  humbly  present  to  his  Honor  the 
Governor  and  his  councell  to  proceed  upon  itt  as  they  shall  con- 
ceive v/ill  tend  to  the  suppression  of  such  mischiefs  as  may 
arise  by  the  impression  oflfalse  su2"gestions  and  jealousies  in 
the  minds  of  peaceable  and  well-meaning  subjects  from  their 
duty  and  obedience  to  the  laws." 
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^'  Thomas  Lambertson  and  his  wife,  Plaintiffs^  j 
vs.  i 
John  IjOw,  Defendant.  \ 
Action  for  deffemacon.    Cause  left  to  the  court. 

"  The  defendant  confest  that  he  was  dnirike,  and  was  very 
sorry  for  defaming  of  the  plaintiffs  wife,  and  begg'd  his  pardon 
in  open  court.  The  court  order  that  he  pay  the  costs  of  the 
plaintiff s  attendance,  and  keep  a  civil  tongue  in  his  head." 

There  is  reason  for  supposing  that  tobacco  was  an  article 
much  cultivated  in  some  portions  of  this  county  in  the  early 
part  of  the  settlement,  as  well  for  exportation  as  for  domestic 
consumption  among  the  Dutch,  with  whom  tobacco  was  con- 
sidered almost  a  necessary  of  life.  To  guard  against  frauds  in 
the  manufacture  of  this  commodity,  and  to  preserve  its  rej)Uta- 
li.)!).  the  followingact  v/as  passed  inl63S,  commonly  called  tlio 
Tobnrco  Statifte. 

Whereas  the  Hon.  Director  and  council  of  New  Nether- 
lands have  deemed  it  advisable  to  make  some  regulations  iiboul 
t!ie  cultivation  of  the  Tobacco,  as  many  Planters'  chief  aim  and 
employ  is,  to  obtain  a  large  crop,  and  thereby  the  iiigh  name 
which  our  Tobacco  has  obtained  in  foreign  countries  is  injured 
— to  obviate  wliich,  every  Planter  is  seriously  warned  to  pay 
due  attention  that  the  Tobacco  appear  in  good  condition  ;  that 
the  superfluous  leaves  are  carefully  cut  away;  and  furilier,  that 
thcTobacco  which  isspunged  is  not  more  welted  than  is  rrqnired. 
That  what  is  intended  to  be  exported  from  Ni  w  Nuthcrhmds 
be  first  carried  to  the  public  store-house,  to  be  there  cxammed, 
weighed  and  marked,  and  to  l)e  paid  tliere  the  dutius  which 
are  due  to  the  company  ;  to  wit,  five  of  every  hundred  pounds, 
in  conformity  to  the  grant  of  the  company.    And  for  all  whicfi 
we  appointed  two  inspectors  under  oath.  Tiiose  who  transgress 
this  ordinance  shall  lose  all  liis  Tobacco  by  confiscation,  and 
besides  arbitrarily  corrected  and  punished.    And  further,  that 
no  contracts,  engagements,  bargams  or  sales,  shall  be  *  deem- 
ed valid,  except  those  written  by  the  secretary,  while  all  are 
warned  to  conform  themselves  to  this  statute  at  their  peril. 
Done  at  Fort  Amsterdam,  August  19,  1638." 
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The  following  persons  were  justices  of  the  peace  for  this 
county  in  1763  : 

Abraham  Schenck.  Aury  Rpmscn,  Jeremiah  Yanderbilt. 

Samuel  Ganitson,  Jun.  En;^ieberi  LotL  Peter  Cortelyou. 

John  Lefferts.  Johannis  Bergen.  Albert  Van  BruKt. 

Jacobus  Debevois,  Jun.  Phillip  Nn^^ei,  Jun.  Cornelius  Wyckoff. 

Thomas  Polhcmus.  Bareut  Johi^son.  Christopher  Codwisel 

Garret  Cov/enhoven.  John  Suydam.  Leflert  Lefferts. 

Jeremiah  Remsen.  Derric  Keinscn.  Abraham  Voorhis. 

Agreement  made  with  Johannis  Van  Eckkellen,  schoolmas- 
ter of  Flatbush,  in  16S2. 

Art.  1. — The  school  shall  begin  at  8  o'clock,  and  go  out  at 

11 ;  shall  begin  again  at  1  o'clock  and  end  at  4.    The  bell  shall  j 

be  rung  before  the  school  begins.  ! 

Art.  2. — When  school  opens,  one  of  the  children  shall  read  1 

the  morning  prayer  as  it  stands  in  the  catechism,  and  close  1 

with  the  prayer  before  dinner  ;  and  in  the  afternoon,  the  same.  | 

The  evening  school  shall  begin  with  the  Lord's  prayer,  and  | 

close  by  singing  a  psalm.  ^  1 

Art.  3. — lie  shall  instruct  the  children  in  the  common  pray-  ! 

ers  ;  and  the  questions  and  answers  of  the  catechism  on  Wed-  j 

nesdays  and  Saturdays,  to  enable  them  to  say  them  better  on  i 

Sunday  in  the  church.  1 

Art.  4. — lie  shall  be  bound  to  keep  his  school  nine  months  | 

in  succession,  from  September  to  June,  one  year  with  another;  j 

and  shall  always  be  present  himself  i 

Art.  5. — He  shall  be  clh.rister  of  the  church  ;  ring  the  bell  | 

three  times  betore  service,  and  read  a  chapter  of  the  Bible  in  the  ^ 

church  between  the  second  and  third  ringing  of  the  bell ;  after  ! 

the  third  ringing,  he  shall  read  the  ten  commandments  and  1 

the  twelve  articles  of  faiih,  and  then  set  the  psalm.    In  the  | 

afternoon,  after  the  third  rin-j-ing  of  the  bell,  he  shall  read  a  | 

short  chapter  or  one  of  the  psalms  of  David,  as  the  congregation  | 

are  assembling;  afterwards  he  shall  again  set  the  psalm.  I 

Art.  6. — When  the  minister  shall^  preach  at  Brooklyn  or  i 

Utrecht,  he  shall  be  bound  to  read  twice  before  the  congrega-  | 

tion  from  the  book  used  for  the  purpose.    He  shall  hear  the  I 

children  recite  the  questions  and  answers  of  the  catechism  on  i 
Sunday,  and  instruct  them. 


■     ':-y:.  :'.,.>  ^, 


king's  county. 


179 


Arl.  7. — He  shall  provide  a  basin  of  water  for  the  baptism, 
fur  which  he  shall  receive  twelve  styvers  in  Wamponi  for  every 
taptisnij  from  the  parents  or  sponsors.  He  shall  iiirnish  bread 
and  wine  for  the  communion,  at  the  charge  of  the  church.  He 
shaU  also  serv^e  as  messenger  for  the  consistories. 

Art.  8. — He  shall  give  the  funeral  invitations,  and  toll  t!ic 
bell;  and  for  which  he  shall  receive,  for  persons  of  fjiteca 
years  of  age  and  upwards  twelve  guilders;  and  for  persons 
under  fifteen,  eight  guilders;  and  if  iie  shall  cross  the  river  to 
New- York,  he  shall  have  four  guilders  more. 

The  school  moneij. 

1st.  He  shall  receive,  for  a  speller  or  reader,  three  guilders 
a  quarter  ;  and  for  a  writer,  4  guilders,  for  the  day-school,  in 
the  evening,  four  guilders  for  a  speller  or  reader,  and  live 
guilders  for  a  writer,  per  (juarter. 

2d.  The  residue  of  his  salary  shall  be  four  hundred  c:nilders 
in  wheat  (of  Wam}^oai  value.)  deliverable  at  Brooklyn  Ferry, 
with  the  dwelling,  pasturage  and  meadow,  appertannng  to  the 
sciiool. 

Done  and  agreed  on  in  consistory,  in  the  presence  of  the  con- 
stable and  trustees,  this  Stii  day  of  October,  16S2.  Signed  by 
Casper  Van  Zuren  and  the  consistory." 

^■1  agree  to  the  above  articles,  and  promise  to  ob*^ervc  tliern. 

^' Joha?uns  Van  KcIckcUvn:'^ 

EXTRACT  FROM  TflE  STATE  CENSUS  OF   1835,   FOR  TII£: 


COUNTY  OF  KiNCJ.S. 


T 

1 

Towns. 

X 

■n 

>—. 

m 

ZD 

X 

1 

i  1 

"5 

e 

15 

> 

1 

Gravesend. 

3-2  i 

-> 

1.77 

Sew  I'trecfit. 

7X\ 

."..".4 

l-'-7 

1,!.'. 

!;>7 

). 

4lJ 

Flall.irul:!. 

:<.M 

1 

1> 

1.1  > 

V\  ]]'■[ 

rj 

4'n> 

Pl;itbusli. 

■^47 

i;,  ;7 

:u 

■.Ml 

4:-,) 

.-1 

-■n 

Bu.sliwirk. 

1 

1  !  f. 

f 

-*xi 

Brocklyij— 1st.  Ward. 

i'yi  > 

Ml 

i 

m;  ii;.v  vj 

^ 

•2i\'> 

!'■.:  1 

3.^1!  147^ 

-y. 

1-J.M 

■::c\ 

'is 

m  34 

X> 

Aih. 

•ir.ii 

C:>  i  ! 

:.7.M 

91'.)!  4\A\  :w  3:i 

1 

r  5th. 

■Jli.' 

■i'>\  ■ 

'\ 

407 

ti'M) 

:^J)•.l  4<;i  4';. 

6th. 

11-.'.' 

lui- 

■ji  f.' 

4i7n! 

l.f.ll    -.i  4  14 

•r:'* 

7th. 

lit:- 

4nu 

>-!h. 

■i': 

Hth. 

i:> 

u  ■• 

1 

Total. 

a-J0.)7 

70-J 

mi 

4f.in 

180  HISTORY  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  RETURNS  OF  COMMON  SCHOOLS  MADE 
TO  THE  LEGISLATURE,  JAN.  5,  iS3S. 
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TOWN  OF  EAST  HAMPTON. 

This  is  the  most  easterly  town  on  Long^  Island.  It  is  situa- 
ted upon  the  soiuherii  branch  thereof,  and  includes  the  penin- 
sula of  iMontauk  and  Gardiner's  Island.  It  is  hounded  on 
the  east  by  the  confluence  of  the  Ocean  with  the  Sound  ;  on  the 
south  by  the  xVtlaiuic  Ocean  ;  on  tlie  west  by  Southampton  ; 
and  on  the  north  by  Gardiner's  Bay  and  the  Sound.  The 
south  shore  is  in  some  ])hicos  a  low  sandy  beach,  in  others  form- 
ed into  hills  of  every  variety  of  shape  ;  but  upon  Montauk 
there  are  high  and  ru^mod  dills,  ai^ainst  whose  base  the  waves 
dash  with  almost  continued  viuk'ncc— any  thing  like  a  perfect 
calm  here,  beins;  a  rare  occurrence.  Tlie  norlhern  shore  is 
much  less  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  sea,  for  the  most  part 
level,  and  is  indented  wuh  numerous  coves  and  small  ponds  or 
bays,  which  abound  wuh  fish,  and  are,  in  some  instances,  na- 
vigable for  vessels  of  small  burthen.  The  greatest  length  of 
this  town,  from  the  west  line  to  .Montauk  Point,  is  about  twen- 
ty-five miles  ;  and  centrally  distant  from  the  city  cf  New-York 
one  hundred  and  ten  miles;  from  Alban^Mwo  hundred  and  six- 
ty ;  and  from  the  court-house  at  Rivcrhead,  thirty  miles.  The 
town  was  sellh-d  in  1(349  by  about  thirty  families  from  Lynn 
and. the  adjacent  towns  of  Massachusetts,  where  they  had  tar- 
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ri'*J  aw'iile  after  tliair  arrival  from  England.  Previous  to  the 
st'lllenietit,  arrangements  were  made  with  liie  irovernors  of 
New  Haven  and  Connecticut  to  obtain  a  title  to  the  lands  i'roni 
tfie  native  Indian  proprietors.  This  undertaking  was  ?ih)u  ac- 
complished by  these  gentlemen,  and  the  conveyance  wlncfi  t!i''y 
procured  from  the  natives  is  as  follows  : — "  April  the  29di,  1  IS. 
This  present  wrighting  testy fieth  an  agreement  betwixt  tlh; 
Worshipful  Tiieophilus  Eiton,  Esq.,  Governor  of  the  Colony  of 
New  Haven,  the  Worshipful  Edward  Hopkins,  Esq.,  Governor 
of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  their  associates  on  the  one  parte  ; 
Poygratasuck,  Sachem  of  Manhassett ;  Wayandanch,  Sachem 
of  M  )untacutt ;  Momometou,  Sachem  of  Chorchake  ;  and  Nowe- 
donah,  Sachem  of  Shinecock,  and  their  associates,  the  other  ]u.ir- 
ly.  The  said  Sachems  havinsr  sould  unto  tlie  atoresaid  Tii  : 
Elton  and  Ed:  Hopkins,  with  their  associates,  all  the  la;-d 
lyiiig  from  the  bounds  of  the  inhabitants  ol  Souilian.j  :<  n 
unto  the  east  side  of  Mountacutt  high-land,  with  the  v.  huj.,> 
breadth  from  sea  to  sea,  not  intrenching  uppon  any  in  Icn^ili  or 
breadth  v/hicli  the  inh  abilants  of  Southampton  have  and  due 
possess,  as  they  by  lawful  right  shall  make  appeare  ;  for  a  con- 
sideration of  twenty  coatcs,  twenty-four  halchcL^-,  twenty-i-nir 
knives,  twenty  looktng-iflasscs,  one  hundred  f/u^z\  s  already  re- 
ceived by  us  the  forenamed  sacheras,  fur  ourselves  and  a^-o- 
ciates  ;  and  in  consideration  thereof  we  give  upp  unto  (Im'  va;d 
purchasers  all  our  right  and  interest  in  said  land,  lo  tli'-m  aiid 
their  heirs,  whether  our  or  other  nation  u-hatsocu/r,  tlia.t  duo 
or  may  hereafter  challenge  interest  therein,  .\lsnc  we,  thv'  .^ayd 
Sachems,  have  covenanted  to  have  liherlie  ilbr  ourrt- Ivt  s  \<yjhsh 
in  any  or  all  the  cricks  and  ponds,  and  linniinir  upp  a/id  dutrne 
in  the  woods,  without  molestation  ;  they  givinLT  to  the  lhii!h.sh 
iuhabytants  noejust  offence,  or  injurie  to  their  L^oods  and  chattels. 
Alsoe,  they  are  to  have  thej/y/^/zc.s'  and  /^;y/f.y  of  all  such  whales 
as  shall  be  cast  upp,  to  their  proper  riglit,  and  desire  they  may  be 
friendly  dealt  with  in  the  other  parte.  Alsoe  they  reserve  lib- 
ertie  to  ffish  in  convenient  places  ffor  skcih  to  make  2campiun. 
Alsoe  Indyns  hunting  any  dcare  they  should  chase  into  the 
water,  and  the  English  should  kill  them,  the  Eno;lish  shall 
have  the  body  and  the  Sacheixrs  the  skin.    And  in  testymony 
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of  our  well  performance  hereof,  we  have  set  our  hands  the  day 
and  ycare  above  written.  (Signed.) 

"  In  presence  of  Richard  AVood-  j  "  Poygratasuck,  x 
huli,  Thomas  Stanton,  Rob-  V  Wayandanch,  x 
ert  Bond,  and  Job  Say  re.  }         Momometou,  x 

NOWEDONAH.  X  " 

The  precaution  shown  by  the  purchasers  in  procuring  a  con- 
veyance from  the  sachems  of  tlie  four  eastern  tribes  was  wisely 
intended  to  protect  the  inhabitants  from  any  pretence  or  claim 
on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  and  prevent  ah  controversies  with 
their  descendants,  which  mio;!u  disturb  tlie  peace  or  endanger 
the  future  safety  of  the  plantation.  The  title  v/hich  had  thus 
been  acquired  by  Eaton  and  Hopkins  was,  in  the  succeeding 
year,  duly  transferred  to  the  settlers,  whose  names,  and  those 
vv'ho  were  associated  with  lliein  soon  after^  are  as  follows  : 

John  Miller,  Samuel  Beltnapp, 

Luke  Liilcs,  Charles  Barnes, 

Ijenjiimin  Price,  Samuel  Parsons, 

Thi'inaji  Oshorn,  sen.,  Joshua Garlick, 

WiMiain  Hedges,  ffulke  David, 

ILiliji)  l)ayu:>n,  Nathaniel  Bishop, 

Tiionias  Chaificld,  William  Barnes, 

Thomas  Osboru,  jun.,  Lyon  Gardiner, 

Wtlhiiuj  iui'.varrJs,  John  Osborne, 

Wilii  un  t'iihian,  Jeremiah  Neale, 

Richard  Brookes,  Stephen  Hand, 

"Wil'iari^  Symonds,  Thomas  Baker. 

The  town  was  at  first  called  ^faidston€,  probably  by  reason 
that  Lyon  Gardiner  and  some  others  of  tiie  first  planters  came 
from  a  town  of  that  name  in  the  county  of  Kent,  England. 
But  it  was  shortly  after  ch  anacd  by  general  consent  to  that  of 
Easthampton^  which  appcliaiion  it  lias  ever  since  retained, 
and  which  seemed  appropri;ite  from  its  relative  situation  in  re- 
gard to  the  town  of  Sontliaujplon,  which  had  been  settled  about 
ten  years  before.  The  division  line  of  these  two  towns  was  a 
matter  of  considerable  unct/rt.tinty,  and  occasioned  a  disagree- 
able controversy  between  their  infiabitants./which  lasted  till  the 
year  IGbl,  wh'Mj  all  disputes  were  terminated  by  commission- 
ers appoinfed  for  that  purpose  by  the  i^overnor,  and  by  whom 
the  boundaries  were  permanently  established  as  they  now  are. 


John  Hand,  sen., 
John  Stretton,  sen., 
Thomas  Tallmage,  jun., 
Robert  Bond, 
John  Mulford, 
Thomas  Tomson, 
Daniel  How, 
Joshua  Barnes, 
y  Robert  Rose, 
Thomas  James, 
William  Mulford, 
Richard  Stretton, 
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A  gift  of  the  remaining  lands  of  Montauk  was  made  by  the 
natives,  some  years  after  the  settlement,  as  an  acknowledgment 
and  consideration  of  the  protection  which  had  been  extend- 
ed to  the  individuals  of  that  tribe,  threatened,  as  they  were,  with 
inv'asion  and  extermination  by  their  enemies,  and  which  oblig- 
ed them  to  take  refnge  among  their  white  neighbors  of  I'ast- 
hampton.  The  following  is  the  most  material  part  of  the  con- 
veyance given  on  the  occasion,  and  setting  forth,  likewise,  the 
reasons  which  had  induced  them  to  make  it  : 

"Whereas,  of  late  years  there  has  been  sore  distresses  and 
calamities  befallen  us,  by  reason  of  the  cruel  opposition  and 
violence  of  our  deadly  enem}^  Ninnecraft,  Sachem  of  Narra- 
gansett,  whose  cruelty  hath  proceeded  so  far  as  to  take  away 
the  lives  of  many  of  our  dear  friends  and  relations,  so  that  we 
were  forced  to  fly  from  Montaukett  for  shelter  to  our  belovcii 
friends  and  neighbors  of  Easthampton,  whom  we  found  to  be 
friendly  in  our  distresses,  and  whom  we  must  ever  own  and 
acknowledge  as  instruments,  under  God,  for  the  preservation  of 
our  lives,  and  the  lives  of  our  wives  and  ciiildrcn  to  ibiii  day, 
and  of  the  land  of  Montaukett  from  the  hands  of  our  enemies  ; 
and  since  our  comeing  among  them,  the  relieving  us  in  our  ex- 
tremities from  time  to  time.  And  now,  at  last,  we  find  the  ^aid 
inhabitants  of  Easthampton  our  deliverers,  cordial  and  f.iiii.ml 
in  our  former  covenants,  leaving  us  freely  at  liberty  to  co  or 
stay,  being  ready  to  perform  all  the  conditions  of  our  afoas.iid 
agreement.  After  serious  debate  and  deliber;i(ion,  in  con^idera. 
tion  of  the  love  which  w^e  have  and  do  bear  ur:to  tlie^e  our 
trusty  and  beloved  friends  of  Easthampton,  upon  our  ov.  n  free 
and  voluntary  motion,  have  given,  granted  unioilieui  and  then 
heirs,  all  the  lands,*'  ecc.  This  instrnnicnt  then  j^rocecds  to 
describe  and  convey  all  the  remaining  lands  of  ]\lontauk  east- 
ward of  the  original  or  first  purchase,  reserving  to  themselves 
the  right  and  privilege  of  living  there  again,  and  of  using  such 
portions  of  the  land  as  their  necessities  might  require- -which 
right  and  privilege  they  and  their  posterity  have  ever  since 
continued  to  enjoy.  In  the  preamble  of  this  conveyance,  allu- 
sion is  made  to  the  cruel  and  perfidious  massacre  of  the  Sachem 
and  many  of  his  best  warriors,  a  few  years  before,  at  Block  Is- 
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land  ;  for,  being  there  on  some  inaportant  occasion,  they  were 
surprised  in  the  night  by  a  party  of  the  Narragansett  Indians  ; 
but  were  promised  their  lives  i>hould  be  spared  upon  laying 
down  their  arms,  which  they  had  no  sooner  done,  than  they 
were  set  upon  and  murdered  in  the  most  barbarous  manner, 
only  one  of  the  whole  number  escaping  to  relate  the  horrid 
deed.    The  Sachem  himself  was  reserved  for  further  cruelty, 
and  being  conveyed  to  the  Narragansett  country,  was  there  tor- 
tured to  death  by  being  compelled  to  walk  naked  over  flat  rocks, 
heated  to  tlie  utmost  by  fires  built  upon  them.    Ninigret,  the 
chief  of  that  powerful  tribe,  (called  also  by  the  different  nnmes 
o{  Janeino^  Ainicraft,  nud  Nenckunet,)  had  a  violent  hatred  of 
the  Montauks,  for  not  only  refusing  on  a  former  occasion 
to  unite  with  him  in  destroyins;  the  white  people,  but  for 
having  discovered  the  plot  to  tl)e  English,  by  which  his  de- 
sign  was  frustrated,  and  the  inhabitants  saved  from  des- 
truction.   The  words  of  Captain  Gardiner  are,  "Waiandance, 
the  Long  Island  Sachem,  told  me,  that  as  all  the  plots  of  the 
Narragansetts  had  been  discovered,  they  now  concluded  to  let 
the  English  alone  until  they  had  destroyed  Uncas,  the  ]\]ohe- 
gan  chief,  and  hiniself ;  then,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Mohawks 
and  Indians  beyond  the  Dutch,  they  would  easily  destroy  us, 
everi/  man  and  mother\'i  son.''    Indeed,  it  seems  suspicions 
were  generally  entertained  that  the  Dutch  not  only  countenanc- 
ed the  Indians  in  their  hostility  to  the  Encrlish,  but  had  also 
secretly  supplied  them  witli  arms.    Several  Indian  vSagamores 
residing  near  the  Dutch,  n^portf.d  that  the  Dutch  governor  had 
urged  them  to  cut  off  the  English,  and  it  was  well  known  that 
Ninio:ret  had  spent  the  v/intor  of  1G52  and  3  among  the  Dutch. 
In  consequence,  a  special  meeting  of  the  commissioners  was 
convened  at  Boston,  in  April,  lC53j  but  several  Indian  sachems, 
who  were  examined  denied  any  a<^reement  with  the  Dutch  to 
make  war  upon  the  English.    Ninigret  declared  that  he  went 
to  New  Amsterdam  to  be  cured  of  some  disease  by  a  French 
physician  ;  that  lie  carried  thirty  fathoms  ot\  wampum  with 
him,  of  which  he  gave  tlie  doctor  ten  and  to  the  governor  fif- 
teen, in  exchange  for  which  the  governor  gave  him  some  coa^^ 
icith  sleeves,  but  not  one  giin. 
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On  tlie  first  day  of  August,  1660,  and  after  tlic  death  of  tlic 
i^achem  Wyandanch,  his  widow,  called  the  Sqna-jSachtm,  and 
her  son,  united  in  a  deed  of  confirmation  to  the  orii^iji^d  IHir- 
chasers  for  the  lands  of  Montauk ;  and  described  by  ilicni  as 
extending  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  tlte  easternmost  jxirts 
thereof  to  the  bo7i?ids  of  Easthampion^  for  t!ic  considcraii  ■)n 
of  one  hundred  pounds,  to  be  paid  in  ten  ecjiial  annual  p-iy- 
ments,  iti  Indiayi  corn  or  good  vxnnpnm  at  six  to  a  penny. 
'I'he  names  inserted  in  the  original  conveyance  are  ^is  fol- 
lows : 


Thomas  Baker, 
Robert  Bond, 
Thomas  James, ' 
l.ion  Gardiner, 
John  Mill  ford, 
John  H.md, 
Beiijainin  Prior, 
TJiomfvs  Tomson, 
Thoinn.s  Tallmai^e 
Thomas  Chatfield 
John  Stref.tDH, 


-e,  jun. 


Thomas  Osborn,  sen. 
William  Hedges, 
Thomas  Osborn,  jun. 
Richard  StreLton, 
Roger  Smith, 
Jeremiah  Mcacham, 
John  Osborn, 
William  Simons, 
William  tHth.ian, 
Richard  Hrookes, 
Joshua  Garlick, 


William  Barnes, 
Samnel  Parsons, 
Nathan  Bur.isiil, 
Robert  Driitor\ 
William  Iviu  ards, 
Gcor:'c  Min-  r, 
Steven  Osb'orn, 
John  MriV;r, 
Sr.  ven  !lAr..l. 
Wiliiim  Maij'jrd, 
NnlhaDicI  Bs  >h  ■<!'. 


A  patent,  confirming  and  assuring  to  the  inhabitants  of  tiiu 
town  the  lands  formerly  purchased  from  the  native  iridians. 
was  obtained  from  Governor  Xioolls  on  the  i:^t!i  of  March, 
3  666.  The  names  of  the  patentees  arc,  John  Mnhord.  jn^'.inj 
of  the  peace,  Mr.  Thonias  jJakcr,  Thomas  Chaifi 'Id,  J<Mvmiah 
Conklin,  Thom.as  Hedges,  Thomas  Osborn,  .^m..  au'i  John 
Osborn  ;  for  themselves  and  their  associates  ih*'  Utn-iioldcj s 
and  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Easthampton  ;  toir*  ['i  t  with  all 
havens,  harbors,  creeks,  quarries,  woodlands,  mca  low^,  ^Ic. ; 
and,  what  is  somewhat  peculiar,  this  patvrjt  conlaiiis  no  reser- 
vation of  any  quit-rent,  as  was  usual  in  most  eliart'.  rs  {j-rfuitcd 
by  tiie  colonial  governors.  It  may  gratify  curiosity  to  be  in- 
formed, that  the  names  of  thirteen  of  the  original  settlers  of  this 
town  are  extinct,  while  there  are  d''scendants  ol  the  remainder 
in  the  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  a!id  eighth  degrees,  residing  here  ; 
and  in  many  cases  the  posterity  of  the  first  inlTabitants  are  in 
possession  of  the  identical  lands  of  their  ancestors.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  settlement,  a  house  lot,  consisting  of  ten  or 
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twelve  acres  of  groinid,  was  laid  out  to  each  proprietor  at  the 
south  e\id  of  the  town,  and  upon  each  side  of  the  town  pond 
(so  called),  for  the  o^reater  convenience  of  water  for  themselves 
and  their  cattle.    The  woodlands  and  meadows  were  next 
laid  out,  and  allotted  to  individuals  by  town  vote.    All  public 
measures  were  adopted  in  town  meetino^s,  called  in  the  records 
the  general  court ;  at  which  it  was  made  the  duty  of  every  male 
inhabitant  to  attend.    And  to  this  court  were  brought  all  ap- 
peals from  magistrates  and  other  public  officers.    But  these 
meetings  vv-ere  liable  to  disorder  and  tumult  from  the  number  oi 
those  who  attended,  and  the  want  of  a  more  efficient  judicial 
system  was  become  too  obvious  to  be  longer  dispensed  with  ; 
in  which  emergency  the  people  very  naturally  looked  to  their 
brethren  of  New  England  for  assistance.    Accordingly^,  on  the 
7'lh  of  March,  1G5S,  it  was  ordered  and  determined  by  the 
general  court,  upon  due  consideration,  that  Ralph  Dayton,  one 
of  their  most  discreet  men,  should  go  to  Connecticut  to  procure 
the  evidence  for  their  UukLs,  and  a  code  of  laws.    Whether  the 
commissioner  brought  over,  among  other  things,  a  copy  of  the 
famous  "Blue  Laws,-'  we  are  not  informed.    The  probability 
is,  that  most  of  the  provisions  of  that  singular  code  had  by  this 
time  become  in  a  go<xl  measure  obsolete  even  with  the  Yankees 
themselves.    The  town  ot'  Southampton  had  erected  one  or 
two  grist-mills  in  the  early  part  of  the  settlement,  and  the 
people  of  this  town  were  under-  the  necessity  of  carrying  their 
grain  there  to  be  ground.    The  first  mill  is  said  to  have  been 
worked  by  oxen  ;  and  in  tlio  absence  of  horses,  bulls  were 
used  for  transporting  the  ^lain.    Tliis  town  continued  an  in- 
dependent plantation  or  community  until  the  year  1G57,  when^ 
by  mutual  consent,  aiid  lor  more  perfect  protection,  they  put 
themselves  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut. 
The  magistrates  having  trequently,  in  difficult  cases,  found  it 
necessary  to  consult  with  their  neighbors  of  Southampton  and. 
Southold,  and  sometimes  also  "  the  gcnilemen  at  Hartford.''^ 

On  the  9th  of  December,  1G5S,  it  was  voted  in  the  general 
court,  and  decided,  "  that  the  capital  laws.  aiiU  the  lavv's  and  or- 
ders that  are  noted  in  the  bodie  of  laws  that  came  from  Con- 
necticut, shall  stand  m  force  among  us."    In  the  municipal  ar- 
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r;iijf;'eincnt  of  public  officers,  they  consisted  of  three  tnas: is! rates, 
a  recortl^^r  or  clerk,  and  constable  ;  the  latter  was  considen.d 
an  important  office,  bein^  a  conservator  of  the  peace  and  a 
moderator  of  the  general  court,  and  was,  as  matter  of  course, 
always  a  person  of  mature  years  and  of  established  character 
and  respectability.  The  duty  of  the  recorder  was  not  onlv  to 
enter  the  proceedings  of  the  town  meetings,  but  the  deci-sittru' 
of  the  magistrates,  and  even  the  depositions  and  testimony  of 
witnesses  upon  trials.  Trials  were  either  with  or  without  ju- 
ries, at  the  discretion  of  the  magistrate.  From  the  year  1G50 
to  1664,  about  sixty  cases  tried  before  the  courts  are  found  re- 
corded in  the  town  books,  mostly  for  small  debts  and  actions 
of  slander ;  which  latter  action  seems  to  have  been  extremely 
frequent  in  most  of  the  towns.  The  recovery  in  such  cases  w;ts 
limited  to  five  pounds,  while  in  other  actions  the  jurisdiction 
was  unlimited.  An  extraordinary  instance  occurred  in  the  cmsc 
of  Lion  Gardiner  of  tlielsle  of  Wight,  who  was  prosecuted  in 
this  court  for  a  claim  of  five  huiidred  pounds  sterlirig.  The 
case  was  this:  A  Southampton  man  had  hired  a  Datclmian  io 
bring  him  a  freight  from  tlie  Manliadoes  to  IkLSthampton, 
The  vessel  was  taken  by  the  English,  and  brought  to  th:a  is- 
land, when  Captain  Gardiner  retook  her  in  behalf  of  the  Dutch 
owners.  Being  prosecuted  by  the  original  captors  to  pHrovcr 
from  him  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  ;ts  well  as  damaia'S 
which  had  been  sustained,  a!id  the  subjt^et  matter  being  not 
only  of  great  importance,  but  involving  p-rinciples  of  law  be- 
yond tlie  learning  of  the  town  magistraies,  it  was  very  properly 
determined  to  refer  the  case  to  the  court  at  Hartford.  The 
plaintiff  having  ^probably  litde  confidence  in  the  justice  of  his 
cause,  failed  to  appear,  and  the  matter  wa.^  dropped.  The  ge- 
neral town  court  possessed  of  course  unlimited  authority  in  all 
respects,  and  every  matter  of  a  public  nature,  or  concerning  the 
interest  and  safety  of  individuals,  was  heard  and  determined  in 
this  primary  assembly  of  tlie  people.  It  was  usual,  if  not  re- 
quired, tliat  all  important  contracts  and  agreements,  and  particu- 
larly those  entered  into  between  the  English  apd  Indians  re- 
lating to  the  killing  of  whales,  should  be  entered  upon  the  town 
books,  and  signed  by  the  parties  in  presence  of  the  clerk 
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and  certiiied  by  him.  Boat  whaliiii;  was  so  (renerally  practised^ 
and  was  considered  of  so  mucli  importance  by  the  whole  com- 
inunity,  that  every  man  of  sufficient  abihty  in  the  town  was 
obliged  to  take  his  turn  in  watching  for  whales  from  some  ele- 
vated position  on  the  beach,  and  to  sound  the  alarm  on  one 
being  seen  near  the  coast.  For  the  want  of  other  materials,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  settlement  the  first  houses  and  other 
buildings  were  covered  willi  straw  ;  and  for  the  greater  safety 
from  fires,  it  was  required,  under  a  penalty,  that  the  owner  of 
every  dwelling  should  furnish  himself  with  a  ladder  that 
should  reach  as  high  as  the  ridge  ;  and  a  person  was  likewise 
appointed  to  see  that  chimnics  were  kept  well  plastered  upon 
the  inside  and  swept  frcqu(>ntly.  Laws  were  also  passed  ren- 
dering it  highly  penal  to  dispose  of  any  guns,  swords,  lead  or 
powder,  to  the  Indians  ;  or  selliiig  to  any  Indian  more  than 
two  drams  of  strong  icaltr  at  any  time.  These  people  were 
occasionally  troublesome  to  the  settlers,  and  in  1653  became  so 
dangerous  that  the  inhabitants  look  measures  to  obtain  a  large 
supply  of  ammunition  from  the  fort  at  Saybrook,  and  a  patrole 
was  almost  constantly  on  duty  to  guard  against  the  conse- 
quences of  a  sudden  attack.  The  general  court  passed  an  or- 
der authorizing  the  guard  to  shoot  any  Indian  that  should  re- 
fuse to  surrender  when  hailed  the  third  time.  And  it  was 
usual,  at  this  perilous  crisis,  for  the  people,  or  some  portion  of 
them,  to  carry  their  arms  with  them  to  the  church  on  Sunday. 

The  government  under  Oliver  Cromwell  having  resolved 
on  a  v.^ar  against  the  Dutch  .setilements  in  America,  circulars 
were  addressed  on  the  sul  j  -ct  to  the  ditlerent  towns  to  request 
their  assistance.  AccordniLHy  the  peoj)le  of  this  town,  on  the 
29th  of  June,  1654,  delerniuied  as  tollows  :  "  Having  duly  con- 
sidered the  letters  that  came  Irom  Connecticut,  wiierein  men 
are  required  to  assist  the  power  of  England  against  the  Dutch,, 
we  do  think  ourselves  called  to  assist  the  said  power  accord- 
ingly." In  the  year  1655  the  inhabitants  entered  into  an 
agreement  or  civil  combination  in  the  words  following  : 

<'Fonismuc!i  as  it  has  pleased  the  Ahnighty  God,  by  the  wise 
dispensation  of  his  providciice,  so  to  order  ;;nd  dispose  of  things, 
that  vve,  the  inliabitants  of  East-Hampton,  are  now  dvrelling 
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together  ;  the  word  of  God  requires  that  to  maintain  the  peace 
atid  union  of  sucli  a  people,  there  should  be  an  orderly  and  de- 
cent government  established,  according  to  God,  to  order  and 
dispose  as  occasion  shall  require;  we  do  therefore  sociate  and 
conjoin  ourselves  and  successors  to  be  one  town  or  corporaiinn, 
and  do  for  ourselves  and  successors,  and  sucfi  as  shall  be  ivl- 
joined  to  us  at  any  time  hereafter,  enter  into  combination  ar.d 
confederation  together,  to  mamtain  and  preserve  the  purity  of 
the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  which  we  now  possess ; 
as  also  tlie  discipline  of  the  church,  which,  according  to  the 
truJLh  of  said  gospel,  is  now  practised  among  us  :  as  also  in  our 
civil  affairs  to  be  guided  and  governed  by  such  laws  and 
orders  as  shall  be  made  according  to  God,  and  whicli  by  ti^e 
vote  of  the  major  part  shall  be  in  force  among  us.  l-'urtlu  r- 
more  we  do  engage  ourselves,  that  in  iiW  votus  for  (:h<>i.'si!<:r 
otncers  or  making  orders,  that  it  be  according  to  con-cici:« 
and  eur  best  light.  And  also  we  do  engage  onrsclvrs  i>y  this 
combination  to  stand  to  and  maintain  the  (uitlioiMty  of  i!.,] 
several  officers  of  the  town  in  their  d»- tormina! ions  and  actii 
according  to  their  orders  and  laws,  tliat  either  are  or  shall  b  j 
made,  not  swerving  therefrom.    In  witness  whert-of,"  k^cc. 

The  flrstsettlers  of  the  several  towns  in  Conncciicni  ^a  nx  to 
have  entered  into  formal  contracts  of  this  liaturL.  The  ^-'a  co- 
dins:  is  said  to  have  been  taken  from  that  of  ^^'ii;ds^)r.  aial  \i  r> 
probable  that  the  English  towns  on  L-ong  Ishmd,  in  ihtn  ori:,'in, 
adopted  compacts  of  a  similar  kind. 

"  i\ larch  19,  1657,  it  is  ordered  that  Thonias  j]ak(  r  n::d 
John  Hand  is  to  go  to  Connecticut  for  to  hrini,^  n>  niui-  r  tl.'.  ir 
goverment,  according  unto  the  terms  as  :Soutiiain|it/Mi  -s,  ai:d 
also  to  carry  up  Good  wife  Garliclc,  that  she  may  b<j  d-  livired 
up  unto  the  authorities  there,  for  her  tryal  of  th*;  cause  of  Witch- 
craft, which  she  is  suspected  for."  The  town  was  received 
into  the  jurisdiction  of  Connecticut,  but  t!ie  late  of  good  wife 
Garlick  is  not  known.  On  the  arrival  of  Governor  NicoKs  in 
1664,  and  his  assuming  jurisdiction  over  the  wliole  of  Long 
Island,  and  requiring  the  several  towns  to  submit  to  his  authority, 
this  town  passed  the  foUo^ving  resolve:  "  Jhe  inliabitants of 
this  town,  understanding  that  we  are  off  from  Connecticut,  and 
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the  magistrates  not  willing  to  act  further  upon  that  account ; 
that  we  may  not  be  without  law  and  goverment,  it  is  agreed 
the  former  laws  and  magistrates  shall  stand  in  force  till  we  have 
further  order  from  York."  The  cautious  vigilance  and  sys- 
tematic prudence  of  the  people  of  this  puritan  town  may  be 
seen  from  the  following  extracts  from  the  town  records :  May 
10,  165  Ij  it  ordered  that  no  man  shall  sell  his  accomm.odation 
to  another  without  consent  of  the  town,  and  if  any  purchase 
without  consent,  he  shall  not  enjoy  the  same." 

"  No  man  shall  sell  any  liquor,  but  such  as  are  deputed 
thereto  by  the  town,  andjio  more  than  half  a  pint  shall  be 
drank  at  a  time  among  four  men  ;  and  it  is  further  ordered 
that  good  man  Megg's  lot  shall  not  be  laid  out  for  James  to  go 
to  work  on,  and  that  he  shall  not  stay  here."- —  "  February 
12,  1656,  it  is  ordered  that  v^dioever  shall  raise  up  a  false 
witness  against  any  man,  to  testify/  that  which  is  wrong,  it 
shall  be  done  unto  him  as  lie  had  thought  to  have  done  unto 
his  neighbor,  whatever  it  be,  even  unto  the  taking  aw^ay  of  life, 
limb,  or  member." — ''And  whosoever  shall  rise  up  in  anger 
against  his  neighbor,  and  strike  him,  he  shall  forthwith  pay 
ten  shillings  to  the  towii,  and  standto  the  censure  of  the  court; 
and  if,  in  smiting,  he  shall  hurt  or  wound  arwther,  he  shall  pay 
for  the  same,  and  also  for  the  time  the  person  is  thereby  hin- 
dered."— And  whosoever  shall  slander  another,  shall  be  liable 
to  pay  a  fme  of  five  pounds," — "April  1 1th,  1664.  it  appearing 
that  Nathaniel  York  did  strike'  Obediah  the  Indian,  several 
stripes^  he  is  satisfied  from  liim  by  half  a  bushel  of  corn^  and 
his  fine  is  left  to  the  town's  determination." — '•  January  19th^ 
1695,  it  is  resolved  that  thu  Ilev.  ]Mr.  James  shall  have  prefer- 
ence in  the  grinding  of  his  corn  at  the  mill  on  the  second  day 
of  every  week,  and  shall  bo  ])roferred  to  any  other  person,  un- 
less his  grain  shall  be  in  the  hopper." 

"  March  7th,  1650.  At  a  general  court  it  is  ordered  that  any 
man  may  set  guns  to  kill  wolves,  provided  they  be  not  set 
within  half  a  mile  of  the  town,  and  also  to  take  up  the  guns  by 
sunri-se;  and  further,  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  sell  any  dog 
or  bitch,  young  or  old,  to  any  Indian,  upon  penalty  of  thirty 
shillings."    "  Jane  3 J,  1G53.    It  is  ordered  that  one  half  of  the 
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tAVv'n  shall  cciTTj  arms  to  meeting  upon  the  LorcVs  IXiy,  whh 
lour  suilicie:!:  cii^ir^-es  of  po\vder  and  shot.''  I\[ay  Stfi,  1655. 
It  is  ordered,  tba:  for  the  prevention  of  abuse  amojitr  the  I^di.ln^s, 
!'V  .senins"  theirs  strong-  waters^  no  man  shall  carry  any  to  tfit'ui 
to  scU,  nor  ye:  send  ariy,  r.or  employ  any  to  sell  fortliom  :  nor 
sell  any  i:c:t  3r  ia  said  town  to  any  Indian  for  their  i^rcsfni 
drinking,  above  tiro  drams  at  a  time."  It  seems  that  the  practice 
of  boat  wh.a'ir.g  aloce-shore  was  practised  here  at  an  early  pe- 
riod, and  WC5  r  robabiy  pursued  to  some  extent  on  the  wdiole 
south  shore  c  :' the  island.  Contracts  were  frequently  entered 
into  betweeii  :he  -,-iiite  people  and  the  Indians,  to  engage  in 
vvhalino^,  rair.T  of  which  are  recorded.  The  following  are  co- 
pied from  the  t^-irc  b:^oks  : 

"  Easthanipton.  Aprill  2d,  166S.     Know  all  men  by  th*'se 
]iresent^,  y*        v,'ho^e  names  are  sign*'d  hereunto,  beincj-  lu- 
dians  of  ^lontajker.  do  enfjage  ourselves  in  a  bond  of  t'-n 
pound.3  stcrji'g  for  to  sroe  to  sea  uppon  ye  accoiun  of  ki'Ii:;:: 
of  wiiale5.  L.is  r^exi  ensuirsL:  season,  beginning  at  the  1st  d  ty 
of  Xoremb^er  n£x*^  cLiding  by  ye  first  of  Aprill  ensnin:: ;  and 
that  for  ye  rr;:>:-r  ::cco.unt  of  Jacobus  Skallenger  and  his  part- 
ners of  Easih^m:  ion  :  and  engaire  to  attend  diUiirently  witf)  a.H 
opporluiiiiie      ye  ki^iinir  of  whales  or  other  fisli.  for  ve  ^nm 
of  three  sii:...::^-5  a  day  ibr  every  Indian;  ye  savd  Jacr.h«is 
Skalleufjer  a:ii  p.2.r:i2trs  to  furnisli  all  neccssarie  craft  iuid  tack- 
linn"  converifnt  f^r  ye  desi^ne."     ^'  Agreement  inad-^  \[h 
of  January.  It"'??.  betT-reen  ye  whale  comp  riies  of  M.ist  nn  J 
Sonthamp::.-:.    if  iiiiv  companie  shall  fmde  a  dciu!  Avlirth-  in-- 
pon  the  shore.  izVei  by  ye  other,  a  ])ers'>n  Fh;'!]  l^-e  iminediinte- 
ly  sent  to  gire  "::::-e  :  and  the  p)erson  briniring  tIk-  riewsto  !'*^e 
well  reV'.Mji^-i.    Azz  if  one  companie  shaU  liii'lc  any  wlialeso 
killed  at  sea,  :hfT  shall  endeavor  to  secure  them,  and  have  one 
half  for  tlivir  72::..?,  '^:id  any  irons  found  in  them  to  bee  return- 
ed  to  ye  ovr:.  jr?-~ 

In  IGoL  r_  .gi^trate?  of  the  town  ordered  the  rates  to  he 
paid  in  v,-;. ::::r  sir'ljn^^  and  sixpence  a  bushel,  and  In- 
dian corn  torf-e  s'".:.h!.gs  and  sixpence.  The  first  meeting- 
house was  tr-:-;*^-.'  ir.  :he  year  1G52,  which  was  twen.ty-six  feet 
square  iirid  ^oTir-:-i  %-:;h  tliatchj  as  most,  if  not  all,  the  houses 
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were  at  that  time.  Previous  to  wliich,  meetino;g  were  held  al 
the  ordinary  kept  by  Tfioinas  Baker,  and  for  which  he  was  al- 
lowed eighteen  pence  for  each  Lord's  Day.  A  second  meeting- 
house was  built  in  1673,  and  to  which  the  following  entry  re- 
fers :  Whereas  there  was  an  agreement  made  between  the 
town  and  Joshua  Garlic!:  about  building  a  meeting-house^ 
know  therefore  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  he  hath  finished 
his  work  according:  to  the  town's  expectation  : — September  10 
1674.  Benjaniin  Conkhng,  Richard  Shaw,  John  Parsons, 
John  Mulford,  Thomas  Talmage."  The  present  church  was 
built  in  1717.  and  is  of  course  at  this  time  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  years\")ld.  It  had  formerly  a  second  or  upper 
gallery,  which  has  been  taken  down,  and  the  interior  so  far 
modernized  as  to  lose  its  ancient  appearance  in  a  great  measure. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Janu^s  was  the  first  minister  in  this  town, 
and  an  early  settler  in  the  year  1650.  His  ancestry  is  not 
known.  It  is  conjecturr-d,  however,  that  he  was  a  son  of  the 
Rev.  Thomas  James,  who  preached  at  Charlestown,  in  jMassa- 
chusntts,  in  1633,  who  went  to  Virginia  as  a  missionary  in 
1642,  and,  as  is  supposed,  afterwards  returned  to  England. 
It  is  the  tradition  that  he  came  from  England  before  he  had 
finished  his  studies,  and  that  he  completed  his  education  with 
some  of  the  ministers  who  at  that  time  adorned  the  cliurches 
of  New  Eno:land.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  natural  pov/ers, 
had  0  good  education,  und»;'rstood  public  business,  and  was  of- 
ten employed  by  the  town  to  act  for  tliem  on  difficult  emergen- 
cies. He  was  recorder  of  the  town,  and  much  of  the  iirst  re- 
cords are  in  his  hand-wriimu.  In  1651  the  inhabitants  agreed 
to  give  him  fifty  pounds  a-yoar  for  his  labors  in  the  ministry 
among  them,  ^h-  jauics  seems  to  liavc  been  the  first  person 
employed  to  instruct  [lie  Indians  on  the  island.  In  the  ac- 
counts of  the  society  f  T  projiagaiing  the  gospel  in  Nev/  En- 
gland for  1661,  tliere  is  an  ahuwaiice  of  ten  pounds  to  Mr. 
James  of  Easthampion,  for  preparing  himself  for  that  difficult 
employment  ;  and  in  the  accounts  for  the  succeeding  three 
years,  there  is  an  allowance  of  twenty  pounds  a-year  for  each 
of  those  years  to  Mr.  James,  tor  his  salary  for  instructing 
"  the  Indians  at  Long  Island."   He  continued  here  till  his  death, 
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in  1606.  The  people  employed  a  Mr.  Jones  to  assist  him  dur- 
ini:  the  three  last  years  of  his  life,  in  consequence  of  his  ai^^e 
und  Hifirmities,  he  having  relinqnished  forty  pounds  of  Ins 
salary  to  enable  them  to  do  it.  Mr.  James  ordered  his  [)ody  to 
be  laid  in  a  position  contrary  to  that  of  his  people,  and  he  was 
Luried  in  that  manner.  On  the  2Uth  of  rsovember,  1695,  he 
sold  and  conveyed  his  real  estate  to  John  Gardiner,  of  Gardi- 
ner's Island,  for  five  hundred  pounds,  one  half  of  which  v/as 
paid  immediately,  and  Mr.  Gardiner  obligated  liimself  to  pay 
tiie  other  half  to  the  assigns  of  Mr.  James  within  one  month 
next  after  his  decease.  From  his  selling  his  estate,  and  espe- 
cially irom.  the  omission  of  any  terms  of  relationship  in  the  de- 
scription of  the  persons  to  whoni  Mr.  Gardiner  was  to  pay  the 
residue  of  the  purchase  money,  it  has  been  interred  that  Mr. 
James  did  not  leave  any  posterity  ;  yet  it  is  ascertained  that  lie 
left  two  dauo-hters,  one  of  whom  was  the  wife  of  a  3Ir.  vStreiton, 
and  the  otiier  of  Mr.  Dimont,  both  of  this  town. 

Mr.  James  seems  to  have  been  very  zealous  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  civil  liberty  and  tiie  protestant  religion,  winch  he  ^av/ 
endangered  by  the  arbitrary  measures  and  bi^roted  ]')rincip!es  of 
James  II.  and  his  catholic  g-nvernors,  and  probably  freely  and 
boldly  expressed  his  appreheusions  in  the  ])ulpit.  In  the  mi- 
nutes of  the  council  for  November  ISth,  IbSb.  it  is  stilted,  that 
on  the  reception  of  two  depositions  chargmg  the  Rev.  Thotn.-.s 
James,  of  Easthampton  with  having  preached  a  certaiti  sedi- 
tious sermon  on  the  17th  of  October  preccdm-j,  an  order  was 
passed  for  a  warrant  to  be  issued  to  have  Mr.  J:m:es  before  the 
council  that  day  fortnight  to  answer  the  premises.  'V\]r  r.  sJi't 
cannot  be  ascertained  from  the  recc»rds.  Tlierc  is  little  known 
also  of  his  character,  but  sufficient  indicatioiis  in  the  records  of 
the  town  evince  that  he  was  a  faithful  preacher  and  prudent 
man. 

The  Rev.  Nathaniel  lluntin2:  was  the  successor  of  Mr.  Jaines. 
lie  was  born  at  Dedham,  31ass<tcliusctts,  Noveinber  lu,  1675. 
His  grandtuther  was  Jolm  Hunting',  who  came  from  England 
in  Septenjber,  163S,  and  settled  at  Dedham,  where  he  died, 
April  \2,  lOs'i.  He  is  said  to  have  been  a  near  relative  of  the 
memorable  John  Rogers,  who  for  his^religion  was  burned  at  the 
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stake  in  the  reign  of  Q.ueen  Mary.  Mr.  Hunting,  of  Dedharrij 
had  three  sons,  of  wliorn  one  was  John,  the  father  of  the  minis- 
ter of  this  town.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Payne,  by  whom  he 
had  seven  sons  and  three  daugliters.  His  son,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hunting,  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1693,  and  came  to 
this  town  in  1696,  where  he  was  hnaily  settled,  September  13, 
1699,  at  a  salary  of  sixty  pounds  a-year  ;  in  addition  to  which, 
the  town  gave  him  the  use  of  all  tlie  parsonage  lands,  built  him 
a  house,  and  gave  it  to  him,  with  the  lot  it  stood  upon,  in  fee. 
He  continued  to  preach  till  1746,  a  period  of  fifty  years,  and 
having  become  infirm,  Was  at  his  own  request  dismissed.  His 
death  tookplace  in  1753.  His  wife  was  Mary  Green,  by  whom 
he  had  ten  children,  lour  of  whom  died  young.  His  only 
dauo^hter  married  Mr.  Colt  of  iSew-Loiidon.  Six  sons  attained 
maturity ;  two  were  farmers,  and  the  rest  liberally  educated. 
Nathaniel  and  Jonathan  were  nnnisters,  but  were  compelled  to 
desist  from  preaching  on  account  of  their  health.  The  latter  died 
here  in  1750  ;  Edward  was  a  physician,  and  died  here  in  1745  ; 
Kathaniel  died  in  1770;  Samuel  was  a  merchant,  and  lived  at 
Southampton.  His  son,  Samuel,  graduated  at  Yale  College  in 
1767,  and  died  in  the  West  Indies,  where  he  had  been  sent  upon 
public  business  during  the  revolution.  Benjamin,  another  son, 
was  the  late  Colonel  Hunting,  one  of  the  principal  founders  of 
the  whaling  business  at  Saj^g  Harbor,  and  who  died,  greatly  re- 
spected, on  the  17th  of  August^  1S07.  at  the  age  of  fifty-three. 
The  Rev.  Jonathan  Hunting,  of  Southold,  is  a  grandson  of  the 
last-named  Nathaniel  Hunting. 

The  third  minister  of  this  town  vv^is  the  Rev.  Samuel  Buell, 
born  at  Coventry,  Connecticut,  September  1,  1716,  and  gradu- 
ated at  Yale  College  in  1741.  lu;  studied  theology  with  the 
Rev.  Doctor  Edwards  of  Northampton,  afterwards  president  of 
Princeton  College.  He  was  ordanicd  as  an  itinerant  preacher 
in  1743,  and  on  the  lOth  o!  September,  1746,  was  installed 
pastor  of  this  church.  When  Long  Island  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  Britis'i  in  1776,  he  remained  with  his  people,  while 
many  of  the  inhabitants  removed,  and  did  much  to  relieve  their 
distresses.  He  was  attaclied  to  literature  and  science,  and  was 
the  father  and  patron  of  Clinton^Vcadcmy.    His  house  was  the 
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ni:\nsion  of  hospitality.  Possessing  a  large  fund  of  instructive 
ond  entertaining:  anecdote,  his  company  was  pleasinj:;'  to  persons 
of  every  age.  He  followed  two  wives  and  eigh.t  children  to  tiie 
grave.  His  only  survivhig  child  is  the  widow  of  the  late  Rev. 
Aaron  Woolworth  of  Brido;ehampton.  His  first  wife  v/as 
Jerusha,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Meacham  of  Coventry; 
the  second  was  Mary,  daughter  of  Elisha  Mnlford  of  this 
town  ;  and  the  third,  Mary,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Miller,  and 
who  still  survives.  Mr.  Bnell  died  July  19th,  1798,  and, 
with  his  two  predecessors,  completed  a  ministerial  period  in 
this  place  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  years„  His  daughter 
Jerusha  was  the  wife  of  David  Gardiner,  and  mother  of  the 
late  John  Lyon  Gardiner,  of  Gardiner's  Island. 

The  fourth  minister  of  this  town  was  the  Rev.  Ivvniau 
Il:ec!ier,  who  was  horn  at  Guilford,  Connecticut,  in  1773.  and 
graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1797'.  His  settlement  took  puice 
September  5,  1799,  and  remained  till  ISIO,  when  he  rcruov- 
ed  to  Litchfield.  He  shortly  after  went  to  Boston,  wiiere  he 
was  greatly  distinguislied  for  his  superior  talents,  his  tiieoio- 
gical  acquirements,  and  pulpit  eloquence.  These  quahfications, 
united  with  long  experience,  have  established  his  fame,  and 
caused  him  to  be  promoted  to  the  presidency  of  Lane  Seminary 
in  Ohio,  where  his  abilitit^s  have  full  scope  for  exercise,  and  l]i;>. 
sphere  of  usefulness  is  greatly  extended.  His  person  and 
character  have  been  thus  briefly  described  by  a  writer  who 
seems  to  have  been  well  acquainted  with  him: — "Doctor 
Beecher  (says  this  writer)  is  in  size  below  the  usual  stature  ; 
spare  and  rigid,  with  bones  of  brass  and  nerves  of  sto*.'l-iike 
elasticity.  His  walk  and  gesticulation  aro  cliaracteristically 
rapid  and  vehement ;  his  grey  eye  kindles  incessantly  with  the 
action  of  his  mind,  and  the  v/holeof  his  face  indicates  an  cnero-y 
unsubdued  and  unsubduable,  with  a  moral  fearlessness  before 
which  stern  men  will  involuntarily  feel  their  spirits  quailing:." 
He  has  within  a  few  years  been  subjected  to  strong  opposition, 
and  no  lilde  censu.'-e  from  his  tljcological  brethren  ;  and  liis  publi- 
cations have  been  criticized  with  great  severity,  whether  properly 
or  not,  must  be  left  to  the  decision  of  those  better  skilled  than  we 
profess  to  be,  m  those  metaphysical  subtleties  v/hich  make  no 
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inconsiderable  part  of  most  of  rcH^ioiis  systems.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  the  difTiculties  he  h.is  encountered  have  had  a 
tendency  to  elevate  the  character  and  enhance  the  popularity  of 
Dr.  Beecher.  His  immediate  successor  here  was  the  Rev. 
Ebenezer  Phillips,  a  descendant  of  the  Rev.  Geori^e  Phillips, 
former  minister  of  Brookliaven.  He  v/as  settled  in  1811,  and 
removed,  a  few  years  after,  on  account  of  his  healtfi,  and  was 
succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Mr,  Condict.  The  present  clergyman 
is  the  Rev.  Samuel  R.  Ely. 

Ciuiion  .-lr«j/c'7;<' 7/ was  erected  here  in  1785,  being  the  first 
institution  of  tfie  kind  upon  I. on::;  Island,  and  is  much  indebt- 
ed, for  its  origin  and  success,  to  the  ]lev.  Dr.  Buell,  and  Mr. 
"William  Payne,  failicr  of  Jolm  Howard  Payne,  formerly  known 
as  the  '-American  Pioscius.*-  .Mr.  Payne  had  a  high  reputation 
as  an  instructor,  and  the  scIjoo!  under  his  management  obtain- 
ed much  celebrity.  Hi  remn'c;],  some  years  after,  to  New- 
York,  and  finally  to  Boston,  v/here  he  conducted  a  seminary 
with  threat  credit  and  usefuhioss.  This  academy  has  always 
maintained  a  reputable  rank  amonir  similar  institutions,  and 
has  done  much  to  elevate  the  standard  of  education  in  this  part 
of  the  island.  The  Rev.  Ift-nry  Davis,  late  president  of  Ham- 
ilton Colleo^e,  the  Hun.  Alfrt.d  Conkling,  one  of  the  judges  of 
the  District  Court  of  the  I'nited  States,  and  Silvanus  Miller, 
Esq.,  an  eminent  counsellor  of  the  city  of  New- York,  and  for- 
mer surrogate,  are  natives  oftliis  town,  mid  received  their  early 
education  at  this  seminary.  President  Dwight,  in  his  travels, 
speaking  of  this  place,  says,  "A  general  air  of  equality,  simpli- 
city, and  quiet,  is  visible  here,  in  a  desrree  perhaps  singular. 
Sequestered,  m  a  great  nicasure,  from  ihe  busy  world,  the  peo- 
ple exhibit  not  the  same  activity  and  haste  which  meet  the  eye 
in  some  other  places.  Tiicre  i:;,  liowever,  no  want  of  the  social 
character, but  it  is  rogulattd  rather  by  the  louij-continued  customs 
of  this  sinale  spot,  than  l>y  the  mutable  fashions  of  a  great  city." 
The  villa'j^e  of  ]>asihamj)ton  is  confined  to  a  single  street,  of 
about  a  mile  long  and  eight  or  ten  rods  wide.  The  dwellings 
are  about  one  hufK-hcd,  mostly  of  antiquated  appearance,  and 
rarely  painted.  Tiie  villa2:e  of ^ Amagansett  is  situated  three 
miles  further  east,  is  of  sinular  appearance,  and  of  nearly  equal 
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antiquity,  if  we  may  jiidCTe  from  the  number  of  o^raves,  and  the 
e;irly  date  of  many  of  the  inscriptions.  Tlie  houses  are  about 
fifty  ;  and  tlje  inhabitants,  like  those  of  the  town,  generally  are 
farmers  and  mechanics. 

The  peninsula  of  Montank  contains  nine  thousand  acres, 
a  part  of  which  was  formerly  covered  with  wood,  which  has 
of  late  years  much  depreciated.  There  are  several  ponds  of 
fresh  water,  and  some  considerable  bays,  which  communicate 
with  the  Sound.  The  land  is  owned  by  about  forty  individuals, 
as  tenants  in  common.  The  oriicinal  shares  are  divided  into 
eio:hths,  worth  at  this  time  three  hundred  dollars  each,  and  en- 
titles the  owner  thereof  to  the  pasture  of  seven  cattle  or  forty- 
nine  sheep.  The  Indians  have  a  usu-frnctuary  interest  in  a 
portion  of  the  land  ;  but  as  the  race  is  nearly  extinct,  this  in- 
cumbrance must  be  of  sliort  duration.  The  soil  of  this  tract 
is  frenerally  of  a  i^ood  quality,  and  affords  a  great  deal  of  pnsiur<>, 
for  whicli  it  is  used  entirely.  The  surface  is  rouL:h.  and  m 
some  places  so  precipitous  as  to  render  the  travelhni^'' soLnowhat 
alarming.  There  is  a  su!)limity  and  wildness,  as  well  as  suli- 
tariness  here,  which  leave  a  powerful  impression  on  the  heart. 
In  a  storm,  tlie  scene  which  the  ocean  presents  is  awfuily 
grand  and  terrific.  On  the  extreme  point  stands  the  tali  white 
column  erected  bv  the  govenimcnt  for  a  hght-iiouse  'n\ 
at  an  expense  of  twenty-two  thousand,  three  huiidr^'d  du'iars. 
It  is  constructed  of  sto:ie  in  the  most  substantial  marmer.  ajid 
would  seem  almost  to  bid  defiance  to  tune  and  the  <'!en!«.'nts. 
There  is  a  public-house  near  by,  much  resorted  to  by  stnm- 
^e.vs  in  the  warm  season  from  every  quarter  ol  the  country. 
The  followinof  beautiful  and  descriptive  hues,  written  on  the 
spot  by  Mrs.  Sigourney  in  1837,  are  well  wortiiy  of  preser- 
vation : 

"  Ultima  Thulcl  of  this  ancient  isl-:;, 
Against  whose  br-^-'st  liw-  f  vorl.-istin^  surge 
Long  iravellin;^  on,  ami  oim iiioub  of  wrath, 
For  everbe;i:s.    Tivu  lifi'si  nn  cyo  of  light 
Unto  the  V'.'xVi  anj  s!nri)!-:n>.i'(j  marint;r, 
Guiditii,'  iiiui  safely  to  his  home  again. 
So  teach  u.s,  'in:  i  our  own  sore  ills,  lo  wear 
The  crown  of  nw.Tcy,  and  wit^  changeless 
Eye,  look  un  to  Htaven." 
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A  singular  event  took  place  in  this  town  about  half  a  century 
ago,  the  circumstances  of  which  seem  worth  relating.  An  itin- 
erant pedlar,  with  the  usual  assortment  of  miions,  arrived  in  the 
village  late  upon  a  Saturday  evening,  and  apparently  afflicted 
with  the  measles.  As  tiie  most  expeditious  mode  of  notifying  the 
people  of  his  arrival,  he  resolved  to  attend  church  next  morn- 
ing, against  the  remonstrances  of  his  host,  who  thought  it  high- 
ly improper.  He,  however,  persisted,  and  accordingly  placed 
himself  in  the  midst  of  the  worshipping  assembly.  After  meet- 
ing, the  facts  transpirinir,  excited  great  alarm  and  indignation, 
and  the  wrath  of  the  people  was  kindled  against  the  pedlar. 
He  saw,  but  too  plainly,  indications  of  the  rising  storm,  and 
very  prudently  shouldered  his  pack  early  in  the  morning,  and 
made  the  best  of  his  way  to  the  next  town.  But  the  incensed 
populace  were  not  disposed  t;)  let  hunotf  so  easily  ;  a  few  young 
men  pursued  and  brought  him  back  to  the  village,  w^iere  they 
vented  their  wrath  upon  their  victim  by  paradins:  him  through 
the  street  upon  a  rail,  and  ever  and  anon  pluiiging  him  over 
head  and  ears  into  one  or  oilier  of  the  town  ponds,  of  which 
there  happened,  very  conveniently  for  their  purpose,  to  be  cue 
at  each  end  of  the  villaire.  Having  finally  escaped  from  his 
enemies,  he  made  no  del.iy  in  finding  a  lawyer,  and  vv^ho  hap- 
pened to  be  the  late  Aaron  Burr.  The  terrors  of  the  law  were 
fully  visited  upon  the  delmquents,  and  resulted  in  a  verdict  for 
theplaintiff  of  one  thousand  dollars.  The  defendants  were  of 
course  dissatisfied,  and  the  people  of  the  town  could  not  per- 
ceive the  justice  of  the  verdict,  seeing  that  more  than  ninety  of 
them  caught  the  measles,  of  which  several  are  said  to  have 
died. 

Gard'uier^s  Island  was  called  by  the  Indians  Manchojiock^ 
and  by  the  English  hlc  of  ^Vi^rkt.  It  lies  upon  the  north-east 
side  of  Gardiner's  Bay,  and  contains  about  three  thousand  three 
hundred  acres,  includnig  the  beaches  and  fish-ponds.  The 
shape  is  irregular,  the  soil  of  a  good  quality,  and  there  is  a  suf- 
ficiency of  woodland  and  salt  meadow.  From  its  first  settle- 
ment in  1G39  to  the  year  17S0,  it  remained  an  independent 
plantation  ;  but  in  the  l;itt(!r  year  it  was  annexed  by  law  to  the 
town  of  Eastliampton,  and  of  which  it  constitutes  a  very  im- 
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pr^rtant  part,  being  generally  assessed  for  about  one  sixth  of  the 
j.iji.lic  expenses  of  the  town.  Its  distance  froiii  the  nearest 
^fIo^c  of  Long  Island  is  three  miles,  six  from  Oyster-Pond 
Voini^  and  ten  from  the  village  of  Easthampton. 

By  virtae  of  his  authority  from  the  Earl  of  Stirling,  Jauics 
Farret  conveyed  this  island  to  Lyon  Gardiner  on  the  lOih  of 
3Iarch,  1(339,  he  having  previously  ao^reed  with  the  native  In- 
dian proprietors  for  their  right.  The  consideration  paid  to  liio 
Indians,  accord  ins:  to  well-established  tradition,  was  one  large 
black  dog,  one  gun  and  ammunition,  some  rum,  and  a  few 
Dutch  blankets.  He  was  also  to  pay  to  the  Earl  of  Stirling 
and  his  heirs  the  yearly  sura  of  five  pounds,  if  demanded. 

"  Of  Lyon  Gardiner,  Governor  Winthrop  in  his  journal  says, 
tiiat  on  the  29ih  of  November,  1635,  there  arrived  a  small 
l;;r.]';e  of  twenty-five  tons,  sent  by  the  Lords  Say  and  Brook, 
with  one  Gardiner,  an  expert  engineer  or  work-base,  and  pro- 
visions of  all  sorts,  to  begin  a  fort  at  the  mouth  oC  Connec- 
ticut River.''  In  Trumble's  History,  it  is  said  '•  that  Lyon  Gar- 
diner, who  had  been  procured  to  superintend  the  fort  at  Say- 
brook,  and  who  afterwards  commanded  the  garrison,  was  a 
gentleman  of  respectabUity  and  worth."  He  was  a  native  of 
^^cotland,  and  hail  served  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  British  army  in 
ilie  Low  Countries.  He  belonged  to  the  repuljhcan  party,  with 
the  illustrious  Hamden,  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  others  of  the 
same  spirit.  He  continued  in  the  command  at  Saybrooif  nil 
the  fall  of  1639,  when  he  removed  to,  and  took  possession  of  tlnr 
island  which  he  had  purchased  in  the  spring.  On  the  selile- 
rnent  of  Eastiiampton,  ten  years  thereafter,  he  removed  th(  jc. 
where  he  continued  to  reside.  He  was  chosen  a  mnL^istraio, 
and  transacted  various  public  husiurss  till  his  decease  in  1663. 
His  son  David,  born  at  Saybrook  April  29,  1636.  is  generally 
believed  to  have  been  the  first  white  child  born  in  Connecticut, 
as  his  dan<rhter  Elizabeth,  born  September  14,  1641,  was  the 
first  cliild  born  of  European  parents  within  the  limits  of  Suf- 
folk County. 

The  f.mnly  B^ble  of  Mr.  Gardiner  is  now  in  possession  of  his 
descendants  upon  the  island,  in  which  is  written,  in  his  own 
hand,  as  follows  :    "  In  the  year  163S,  the  10th  day  of  July. 
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came  T,  Lyon  Gardiner,  and  Tvlary  my  wife,  from  Woden,  a 
towm  of  Holland,  where  my  wife  was  born,  being  the  daughter 
of  otje  Diricke  Wlllemson  ;  her  mother's  name  was  Hachir, 
and  her  aunt,  sister  of  her  motljer,  was  the  wife  of  Wouter  Le- 
anderson,  Old  Btiri^er  Cluster,  dwelling-  in  the  Hostade.  over 
against  the  Eraser,  in  the  L'nicornes  Head  ;  her  brother's  name 
was  Punce  Garretson,  also  old  Burger  Muster.  We  came  from 
Woden  to  London,  and  from  thence  to  New  England,  and 
dwelt  at  Saybrook  fort  four  years  ;  it  is  at  the  month  of  Con- 
necticut Rjver,  of  which  1  was  commander  ;  and  there  was 
born  to  me  a  son,  named  David,  the  first  born  in  that  place  ; 
and  in  163S  a  dau2:hter  was  born,  named  ^fary,  30th  of  August, 
and  then  I  went  to  an  island  of  my  own,  wliich  I  had  boucrht 
of  the  Indians,  called  by  them  Manchonock,  by  us  Isle  of 
Wight,  and  there  was  [)o:!i  another  daughter  the  14th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1611,  she  being  the  first  child  of  English  parents  born 
there."  While  he  lived  upon  the  island,  he  was  instrnn]ental 
in  performing  an  important  service  to  Wyandance,  the  Long 
Island  Sachem,  in  return  lor  which  the  Sachem  presented 
him  a  deed  in  1659  fur  the  land  which  now  composes  the  town 
of  Smithtowu,  and  winch  Mr.  Gardiner,  in  1663,  sold  to  Richard 
Smith,  the  first  settler  of  that  town.  The  service  performed  by 
Gardiner  was  the  redeeniing  from  his  Indian  enemies  the 
Sachem's  daugliter,  who,  with  others,  had  been  captured  at 
Block  Island.  ^ 

His  son  Daniel  went  to  Knr^land,  where  he  married  in  1657, 
and  came  into  possession  of  the  island  on  the  death  of  his 
father  in  1663.  In  16S0  lie  v.-as  chosen  by  the  eastern  towrjs 
to  represent  them  on  some  nntbjrs  of  itnportance  before  the  ge- 
neral assembly  at  Hartford,  wliere  he  died  suddenly,  and  v%ms 
buried  at  that  place,  'i'ho  fallowing  is  a  copy  of  the  inscrip- 
tion upon  his  tomb  in  tlie  city  of  llarttbrd. 

"  Here  iyeth  the  body  of  .Mr.  David  Gardiner,  of  Gar- 
diner's Island,  deceased  July  10,  16.^9,  in  the  fifty 
fovrth  year  of  his  age,         sick,  dead  in  one  hovrs 

He  left  tv;o  sons,  John  and^Lyon.  The  former  possessed 
the  island,  and  the  latter  settled  in  Easthampton,  and  was  ac- 
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CJ-lciUaliv  shot  by  one  Samuel  Ber.net,  while  hunting  deer  toge- 
ther near  thrce-niile-harhor.  He  left  ivro  sons,  Lyon  and 
(jiit's.  The  latter  died  young,  leaving  no  son.  Lyon  remained 
in  tlie  town,  where  he  died  in  1781,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three, 
lie  was  a  wealthy  farmer,  and  was  highly  esteemed  and  res- 
j>t'cted.  His  sons  v/ere  John,  Lyon,  and  Jeremiah.  Lyon  died 
without  issue.  John  lived  in  the  town  of  Ecistliampton,  where 
]\x  died  in  17S0,  aged  fifty-nine.  He  was  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  talents,  much  devoted  to  philosopljy  and  the 
mathematics,  for  which  he  was  distinguished.  He  had  a  son, 
John,  who  hired  the  estate  of  his  fiitlier.  and  followed  the  busi-. 
ness  of  a  farmer  till  a  short  time  previous  to  his  death.  In 
1795  he  purchased  a  farm  at  I\Toriches,  where  he  died,  at  the 
ac-  of  forty-eight,  in  the  year  ISOO.  He  left  three  sons,  the  Rev. 
J^.-!hi  1).  Gardiner,  Abraham  H.  Gardiner,  and  Dr.  Aaron  F. 
(iardiner.  John  Gardiner,  die  eldest  son  of  David,  died  in 
po^sossion  of  the  island  in  17(3  i.  His  sons  wore  David  and 
Juhn.  Tiie  latter  became  the  owner  of  Eaton's  Neck  about 
the  year  17S0.  where  he  died,  a  few  years  since,  leaving 
tliree  sons,  Jonathan,  John,  and  jMatthew.  David  became 
the  owner  of  the  island,  and  married  the  daughter  of  the 
Jlev.  Mr.  Buell.  by  whoni  he  had  two  sons,  John  Lyon,  and 
David.  The  latter  settled  at  Flushing;  where  he  died,  leaving 
sons.  Jolm  Lyon  married  the  daughter  ot  the  Hon.  Roger 
Griswold,  and  died  upon  the  island,  November  22,  ]S1G.  His 
son,  John  G.  Gardiner,  is  now  the  owner,  and  in  jjosscssion  of 
the  island,  having  purchased  the  interest  of  his  surviving 
brother  and  sister.  The  staple  produce  of  this  island  arc 
beef,  wheat,  and  cheese  ;  and  the  average  stock  consists  of 
twenty-five  hundred  sheep,  one  hundred  horses,  sixty-five  cows, 
and  four  hundred  oilier  neat  cattle. 

The  notorious  pirate  Kidd,  havtiig  visited,  and  buried  a  va- 
luable treasure  upon  this  island,  it  may  seem  not  improper  to 
give  a  brief  account  of  that  individual. 

\Viij.iAM  Kidd,  the  (amous  iVeebooter  and  pirate,  was  the 
commander  of  a  irr^rchant  vessel  which  sailed  between  New- 
Vork  and  London,  and  celebrated  for  his  iiautical  slvill  and 
enterprise  :  on  which  account  he  w^a  strongly  recommended 
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by  Mr.  Livingston  of  New-York,  then  in  London,  as  a  proper 
person  to  take  cliarge  of  a  vcvssel  which  Lord  Romney  and 
otiiers  had  purchased,  and  were  then  fitting  out  against  the 
hordes  of  marauders  which  infested  the  Indian  seas,  and  prey- 
ed upon  the  commerce  of  ail  nations.  The  expense  of  this  ex- 
pedition was  £6000 sterling.  It  was  a  joint  fund,  to  which  the 
King,  Lord  Somers,  the  Earl  of  Rumsey,  the  Duke  of  Shrews- 
bury, the  Earl  of  Oxford,  Lord  Bellamont,  and  Mr.  Livingston 
were  contributors.  Kidd  agreed  to  be  concerned  to  the  amount 
of  one-fiftli  of  the  whole,  and  I^lr.  Livingston  became  his  sure- 
ty for  the  sum  of  £600.  He  soon  set  sail,  and  arrived  on  the 
American  coc'ist,  where  he  continued  for  some  time,  and  was 
useful  in  protecting  our  commerce,  for  which  he  received  much 
pubhc  applause  ;  and  the  assembly  of  this  state  voted  him  the 
sum  of  £250  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  services.  He  soon 
after  established  liimself  at  the  Island  of  Madagascar,  where 
he  lay  like  a  shark,  darting  out  at  pleasure,  and  robbing  with 
impunity  the  vessels  of  every  country.  Having  captured 
a  larger  and  better  vessel  than  his  own,  he  burnt  the  one  in 
which  he  had  sailed,  and  took  command  of  the  other  ;  in 
which  he  ranged  over  the  Indian  cojist  from  the  Red  Sea  to 
Malabar,  and  his  depredations  extended  from  tlie  Eastern 
Ocean,  back  along  the  Atlantic  coast  of  South  America, 
through  the  Bahamas,  the  whole  West  Indies,  and  the 
shores  of  Long  Island.  The  last  of  which  were  selected  as  the 
fittest  for  depositing  hij  ill-gotten  treasures.  He  is  supposed 
to  have  returned  froni  ihe  east  with  more  valuable  spoil  than 
ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  any  otlier  individual.  On  his  home- 
ward passage  from  the  West  Indies  to  Boston,  where  he 
was  finally  apprehended,  he  anchored  in  Gardiner's  Bay,  and 
in  the  presence  of  the  owner  of  the  island,  Mr.  Gardiner,  and 
under  tlie  most  solemn  injunctions  of  secrecy,  buried  a  chest 
of  gold,  silver,  and  precious  stones.  On  the  3d  of  July,  1699, 
he  was  summoned  before  Lord  Ijelhunont  at  Buston,  and  order- 
ed to  report  his  ])rnreediiigs  wliile  in  tlie  service  of  the  com- 
pany ;  whicii,  ret'iisinof  to  do,  he  v/as  inmiediate-ly  arrested  and 
transported  to  Englatid,  where  ho  was  tried,  convicted,  and 
executed  at  ''Execution  Dock"  on  the  12th  of  May,  1701. 


TOWN  OF  EASTIIAMPTON. 


203 


II.''  WAS  fo'Jiri  of^  the  murder  of  William  iMoore,  gunner 

of  I  i  ;  ship,  and  was  hung  in  chains.  Mr.  John  G.  Gardiner 
h  IS  a  s:niU  piec3  of  gold  cloth,  which  his  fatlier  received  from 
Mrs.  Woroi^re,  who  ga\re  also  the  following  account  of  Kidd's 
Visit  to  the  island.  "  I  remember,  (she  says,)  when  very  young, 
h>'  iriag  my  ni3thsr  say  that  her  grand-mother  was  wife  to  Lord 
GirJiner  when  the  pirate  cane  to  that  island.  He  wanted 
.Mrs.  Garii.a3r  to  roast  him  a  pig;  slie  being  afraid  to  refuse 
him,  roasted  it  very  nice,  and  he  was  much  pleased  with  it. 
11 J  th3a  made  her  a  present  of  this  cloth,  which  she  gave  to  her 
two  daughters  ;  what  became  of  the  other,  know  I  not ;  but  this 
was  handed  down  to  me,  and  is,  I  believe,  as  nice  as  when  first 
given,  which  must  be  upwards  of  a  hundred  years." 

It  [j  iving  been  ascertained  that  he  had  buried  treasures  upon 
i>land,  commissioners  were  sent  by  Governor  i]ol!amont, 
wli obtained  the  same,  and  for  which  they  gave  the  ibllo\ving 
rccoijjt : 

A  true  account  of  all  such  gold,  silver,  jewels,  and  mer- 
chandize, late  in  the  possession  of  Captain  William  Kidd, 
wliich  have  been  seized  and  secured  by  us  pursuant  to  an  or- 
der from  his  Excellency,  Hichard  Earl  of  Bellamont,  bearing 


date  July  7,  16D9. 

Ke-civcJ,  ;he  ITih  instani,  of  Mr.  John  Gardiner,  viz.'  ounces. 

1.  On*  ba^  of  dast-gold,          -          .          -          .  .  C2'^ 

2.  One  bag:  of  coined  gold,            -          -          -  -          -  11 
and  one  in  silver,    -          -                    -          -  .  1-3-4 

3.  One  bag  dust-gold,        -         -         -         -  .         -  2-l| 

4.  Oj::e  bag  of  silver  rings,  and  sundry  precious  stonci,  -  4f 

5.  One  bag  of  unpolished  stones,  -----  12^ 

6.  One  piece  of  crystal,  cornelian  rings,  two  agates,  tv\"0  atayihis'.s. 

7.  One  bag  silver  buttons  and  lamps,  - 

8.  One  bag  of  broken  silver,    -  173^ 

9.  One  bag  of  gold  bars,  -          -          -           -  -  353^ 

10.  One  do.       ------  -  238i 

11.  One  bag  of  dust-gold,  -  5'j| 
I'i-  Oac  bag  siJver  bars.          -         -         -         -  .  209 


Sanm^l  Sewtll,  Nathaniel  Byfield, 
Jeremiah  Dumnier,  Anirew  Belcher, 

CommissionerB 
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TOWN  OF  SOUTHAMPTON. 

This  town,  called  by  the  natives  Asrawam,  is  bounded  soutfi 
by  the  ocean,  west  by  Brookliaven,  north,  partly  by  lliverhead 
and  partly  by  Peconic  Bay,  separating  it  from  SoiUhold,  and 
east  by  Easthainpton.  Length,  from  east  to  west,  about 
twenty  miles  ;  and  breadth,  in  the  widest  place,  six  miles.  The 
name  was  given  in  remembrance  of  Southampton  'in  England, 
from  which  port  the  settlers  took  their  departure  frodi  Europe, 
The  surface  is  generally  ievel,  and  the  soil  a  light  sandy  loam, 
except  the  western  part,  which  is  mostly  sand,  and  the  roads 
heavy  and  tedious.  Abs.nit  the  villages  of  Southampton, 
Bridgehampton,  and  San-g,  the  soil  is  naturally  fertile,  and  is 
well  cultivated.  This  town  was  settled  in  16 10,  being  cotem- 
porary  with  the  settlement  of  Southold,  nine  years  previous  to 
Easthampton  and  fifteen  anterior  to  i^rookhaven.  In  Ogilby's 
America,  it  is  mentioned  lliat  about  the  year  IGIO,  by  a  fresh 
supply  of  people  that  settled  Lowr  Island,  there  was  erected  a 
town  called  Southampton,  and  severed  (he  says)  from  the  con- 
tinent of  Newhaven,  they  not  fmding  a  place  in  any  other  of 
the  colonies.  In  Wmthrop's  Journal,  he  states  that  about  forty 
families,  finding  themselves  straitened,  left  the  town  of  Lynn 
with  the  design  of  seuhng  a  new  plantation.  They  invited  Mr. 
Abraham  Pierson,  of  Uusmn,  to  become  their  minister,  who, 
v/ith  seven  of  the  cmigranis,  eutcred  into  a  church  covenant 
before  they  departed.  By  an  agreement,  bearing  date  the  17th 
of  April,  16  iOj  James  Fa-r^t,  agent  of  the  Earl  of  Stirling, 
authorized  Captain  Daniel  How,  Job  Sayre,  and  others  their 
associates,  to  purchase  lands,  ami  form  a  settlement  on  Long 
Island;  "with  as  lull  and  free  liberty,  both  in  clmrch  order  and 
civil  government,  as  the  plant.ations  in  ^iassacliusetts  enjoyed." 
In  consequence  of  this  aureeuient,  Cv»})(ain  How  and  his  asso- 
ciates sailed  from  Lynn  in  a  vessel  belonging  to  him,  and  arriv- 
ed at  Cow  Bay,  in  the  western  part  of  I^on:r  Island,  sometimes 
called  Scoufs  Bay.  On  their  arrival  iliey  made  a  purchase  of 
the  natives,  v^duch  extended  from  the  eastern  part  of  Oyster 
Bay  to  the  western  part  of  Cow  Bay,  (afterwards  named  How's 
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n.tv.'!  to  the  middle  of  the  plains,  being  half  the  breadth  of  the 
island  ;  and  immediately  commenced  a  settlement  in  the  western 
part  of  their  purchase.  On  receiving  information  of  this, 
fr^vernor  Kieft  sent  men  to  take  possession,  who  set  np  the 
arms  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  on  a  tree.  The  Lynn  people  cat 
down  the  tree,  and  began  to  build.  Captain  IIow  likewise  took 
away  the  Prince's  arms,  and  in  stead  thereof  an  Indian  drew  a 
very  ugly  face.  This  so  incensed  the  governor,  that  he  sent 
Cornelius  Van  Tienhoven,  the  secretary,  the  under-sheriff,  a 
sergeant  and  twenty-five  soldiers,  to  break  up  the  settlement. 
The  party  set  out  mi  the  14th,  and  returned  the  15th  of  May. 
They  found  the  company,  consisting  uf  eight  men  and  a  woman 
with  an  infant,  who  had  erected  one  house,  and  were  engaged 
in  ercctinir  another.  The  party  brought  six  of  the  men  with 
iheni  10  tlie  governor,  to  wit.  Job  Sayre,  George  \\  ells,  John 
Farrington,  Philip  Cartland,  Nathaniel  Cartland,  and  "\Villiani 
Harcher,  whotn  he  confined,  and  examined  on  oatli.  On  exa- 
mination it  appeared  that  they  came  from  Lynn,  near  Boston, 
and  were  brought  to  the  island  by  James  Farret,  in  a  vessel 
commanded  by  Daniel  How,  both  of  whom  had  returned  to 
New-Haven.  On  the  19th,  these  men,  on  signing  an  ngrce- 
me!it  to  leave  the  place,  were  dismissed."  After  their  setilcmcnt 
at  Cow  Bay  was  broken  up,  Captai?i  How  and  his  associates 
came  to  this  town,  bargained  with  llie  natives  for  a  tract  of 
land,  and  advanced  them  a  part  of  llie  consideration  to  secure ~ 
the  purhase.  On  the  13th  of  December,  iOiO,  they  arranged 
the  payment  of  the  balance,  obtained  a  deed  for  th<;  land,  and 
commenced  their  settlement.  They  held  ilioir  fn^t  town  meet- 
ing on  the  6th  of  April.  1611,  and  their  proceedings  are  regu- 
larly recorded  from  that  period.  The  acknowledgFuent  to  liie 
Earl  of  Stirling,  or  his  heirs,  was  fixed  by  Governor  ^\'inthrop 
of  Boston  in  1611,  according  to  an  agreement  with  James 
Farret,  at  four  bushels  of  Indian  corn,  payable  the  last  dny  of 
vScpiember  annually,  at  Southampton.  Soon  after  their  arrival, 
they  were  joined  by  otlier  families,  according  to  agreement 
previously  made  at  Lynn;  for  Vvdiile  there^  they  formed  a  civil 
contract,  and  entered  into  articles  of  confederation  for  their 
future  government.  Of  one  of  the.^e  instruments  the  following 
is  a  co]'y : 


205 


HISTORY  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 


*'Kno^''  all  men  wliome  these  presents  may  concerne,  yt 
whereas  it  is  expressed  in  our  agreement  that  the  power  of  dis- 
posins^e  of  lands  and  admission  of  inhabitants  into  our  planta- 
con,  shall  at  all  tymes  remaine  in  the  hands  of  us,  the  said 
undertakers,  to  us  and  oar  heyres  forever;  and  our  intent  and 
meaning  is,  that  when  our  plaritacon  is  iayd  out  by  those  ap- 
poynted  accordinge  to  our  artikle  ;  and  that  there  shall  be  a 
church  gathered  and  constituted  accordinge  to  the  mynde  of 
Christ,  that  then  wee  doe  ilVeely  lay  downe  our  power  both 
of  orderinge  and  disposinge  of  the  plantacon,  and  receiv- 
inge  of  in habit;>.nts,  or  any  other  thinge,  provided  that  they 
shall  not  doe  any  t[hng  contrary  to  tlie  true  meaninge  of  the 
fformer  artikles.  Ifurthcrmorc,  v.diereas  it  is  expressed  in  a 
fTormer  artikle,  that  the  lands  of  the  undertakers  sijould  at  all 
tymes  remaine  Ifree,  alTordinge  any  help  to  build  meetinge- 
housGS,  or  makinge  a  bridge,  or  mendinge  of  highways  or  the 
like,  duringe  the  tyme  of  their  discontinuance  ifrom  the  planta- 
con ;  it  is  thougiit  meete  that  it  shall  take  place  and  stande  in 
fibrce  but  two  yeares,  luiless  there  be  some  good  reason  given 
for  it;  and  then  tiiose  shall  have  lajid  only  for  the  third  yeare, 
provided  that  within  the  third  yeare  they  come  back  ao^ain." 
Previous  to  leaving  the  town  of  Lynn,  Captain  Ilow  purchased 
of  Edward  Howell,  Edward  tlarrington,  Josiah  Stanborough, 
George  Wells,  Job  Sayre,  Ji^dward  Needham,  Henry  Walton, 
and  Thomas  Sayre,  their  parts  of  the  vessel  in  which  they 
were  to  embark  for  Lonir  Island.  On  vvhich  account  he  agreed 
to  transport  as  many  goods  as  the  undertakers  should  desire,  at 
a  certain  sum  per  ton  in  payment  of  the  price  of  the  vessel, 
which  was  sixty-five  pounds.  And  it  was  further  stipulated, 
that  the  vessel  should  be  vs'liolly  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
plantation,  and  not  be  sold  away  without  consent  of  the  com- 
pany ;  and  also  that  the  said  vessel  should  be  ready  at  the, 
town  of  Lynn,  to  transport  the  persons  and  goods  of  the  com- 
pany, three  times  in  the  year,  if  required.  This  contract  bears 
date  the  lUth  of  March,  1039,  and  still  remains,  althouirh  much 
mutilated,  in  the  clerks  odice  of  the  town.  The  names  of  the 
settlers  who  had  arrived  during  the  first  tv/elve  months,  were 
as  follows :  .  ' 
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Daniel  Hnv.', 
Ti.onias  Goldsmith, 
J  .hn  Old  fields, 
Sa  nuel  Dayton, 
Tiiomas  Burnet, 
John  Kg  well, 
Thomas  Sayre, 
Edward  Howell, 
William  Odell, 
Thomas  Topping, 
John  Woodfuft', 
Allen  Breed, 
Edmnnd  ffarrington, 
Isaac  HiUman, 
John  Cooper, 
George  Woods, 


Henry  Pierson,'*' 
Richard  Post, 
Obediah  P«,ogers, 
John  Fordhani, 
John  Lum, 
Samuel  Osman. 
/  John  Rose, 
James  Herrick, 
Christopher  Foster, 
Jo-^eph  Raynur, 
Ellis  Cook, 
John  Jagger, 
E.ichard  Smith, 
Thomas  Hildreth, 
John  Hampton, 
Joshua  Barnes, 


Jol.n  Bi^!,.,;., 
X)hn  Whi:  /  ' 
William  P.iyno, 
John  Jes^up, 
Jo^iah  H..VV... 
Henry  Vv'.ilion, 
William  HarkcT, 
John  Jen  inn 
Benjamin  Hayncs, 
George  WtUs, 
Job  Sayre. 


Abraham  ?i^'r:san, 
Iviwani  rsctdham, 
SaniU'.'l  Jauv;s, 
John  (.h)-,!ija;i. 


The  conveyance  for  eight  miles  square  of  land  \rou\  Java*:-^ 
Farret.  the  agent  of  Lord  Stirling,  to  tlje  above-nanird  |.cr-.r.;is, 
is  recorded  on.  the  town  books  as  follows  : 

^Ic.MORAXDUM  ;  It  )>:  osrrccd  npon  lietwocn  Ja^nr*-'  Fnrr' t. 
agent,  and  Edward  Howell,  John  Gosiiir>r,  Ivlnmnd  ii'arnn  rton, 
Daniel  How,  Thom-is  Halsoy,  I Mward  X.^tulhau),  Alh  a  \in  ^d, 
Thomas  Sayre,  Henry  ^Vaiton,  George  Weils,  ^\  jjlians  {L'.rk- Tj 
and  Job  Sayre;  that  whereupon  it  is  agreed  npoti  in  a  c  n-f- 
nant  pas.^ed  between  us  toucliing  the  eNtentt;  of  a  j)lant.;c.'2;  m 
Long  Island,  that  the  aforesaid  Mr.  Edward  liowtil  ard  hi-f 
co-partners  shall  enjoy  eii'lit  nnles  squar*.-  of  hsnd,  or  liiurfj 
as  the  said  eiglit  miles  shall  containo,  and  that  now  lie  ui  :-.t;<i 
bounds,  being  layd  out  and  agreed  uppon  :  It  js  to  fi  i'in  at  a 
place  westward  from  Shinnecock,  entitled  the  nan.e  of 
place  where  the  Indians  drawe  over  tlitir  cnnn.H  s  vi  \hi^ 
north  bay,  over  to  the  soutli  side  of  the  i>hind,  <^fid  Irom  tiieie 
to  run  along  that  neck  of  land  eastward  the  wiiole  breathh  be- 
tween the  bay  aforesaid,  to  the  easterly  end  of  an  island  or  neck 
of  land  lying  over  against  the  island  cornnjonly  known  by  ilu* 
name  of  Mr.  Farret's  Island.  To  en  joy  ail  and  every  parte 
thereol^,  according  as  yt  is  expressed  in  onr  ai^recment  elsewhere, 
witli  that  island  or  neek,  lying  over  against  Mr.  Farret's  Is- 
land, formerly  expressed.  James  Farkkt." 
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A  deed  for  the  same  lands  from  the  Indians  to  John  Gosmer, 
Edward  Howell,  Edmund  ffarrington,  George  Weils,  Edward 
Needham,  Thomas  Sayre,  Job  Sayre,  Edmund  Halsey,  Tho- 
mas Halsey,  Henry  Wahon,  Daniel  Howell.  John  Cooper,  Al- 
len Breed,  and  \VllIiam  Harker.  bears  date  December  13,  1640, 
for  the  consideration  of  sixteen  coats  already  received,  and  al- 
so fourscore  bushels  of  Indian  corn,  to  be  paid  upon  lawful  de- 
mand by  the  last  of  September,  1641 ;  and  upon  further  consi- 
deration "  that  the  said  English  shall  defend  lis  the  sayd  In- 
dians from  the  unjust  violence  of  any  Itidians  that  shall 
illegally  asscile  usJ^ 

In  1652,  "  the  town  meeting  agreed  to  allow  their  neighbors 
of  Easthampton  liberty  to  grind  their  corn  at  their  mill,  provid- 
ed they  helped  to  open  the  sepoose.'' 

The  inhabitants,  at  tlieir  settlement,  had  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  each  other,  to  be  froverned  by  such  laws  and  orders 
as  should  be  made  by  the  major  vote,  and  to  support  the  au- 
thority of  the  magistrates  m  executing  such  ordinances  as 
should  be  in  force  among  them.  In  most  of  the  towns  the  de- 
cisions of  the  magistrates  were  conclusive  upon  the  parties  ;  but 
in  this  town  an  appeal  was  allowed  from  the  magistrates  to  the 
town  meeting,  called  the  general  court,  which  heard  the  appeal, 
and  gave  such  judgment  as  the  majority  approved.  The 
town  courts  were  vigiiaut  in  repressing  and  punishing  all  kinds 
of  vice  and  profanity ;  and  in  1653  they  ordered  that  if  any 
person  over  fourteen  years  of  age  should  be  convicted  oiicilful 
lying  by  the  testimony  of  two  v/itnesses,  he  should  be  lined 
five  shillings,  or  set  in  the  stocks  five  hours  ;  and  if  any  person 
should  be  convicted  of  drunkenness,  he  should  be  fined  ten 
shillings  for  the  first  offence,  twenty  for  the  second,  and  thirty 
for  the  third  By  a  resolution  of  town  meeting  in  1645,  it  was 
ordered, that  if  any  man  sliali  take  away  any  part  of  any  man's 
working  tools,  or  irons,  harrows,  yoakes,  chaynes,  or  plowes, 
from  any  part  of  the  connnon  held  without  license  from  the 
owners,  they  shall  pay  to  the  owner  ten  shillings  toward  ma- 
king restitution." 

In  Allen's  American  Biography,  it  is  said  that  "  Allen  Breed 
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was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Lynn  ;  that  he  was  born  in  En- 
gland in  1601,  and  arrived  in  this  country  in  1G30.  He  was  a 
farmer,  and  lived  in  the  western  part  of  Summer-street,  Lynn, 
possessing  two  hundred  acres  of  land.  He  is  one  of  the  grantees 
named  in  the  Indian  deed  of  Southampton,  I>ong  Island,  and  died 
March  17,  16  J2, aged  ninety-one.  His  descendants  in  Lynn  and 
other  to\vns  in  Massachusetts  are  numerous  ;  from  one  of  whom 
was  derived  the  name  of  Breed's  Hill,  celebrated  for  the  battle 
of  1775,  called  by  mistake  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill."  It  is 
probable  that  lie  returned  ecrain  to  Lynn,  as  did  Edmund  Far- 
rington  also ;  for  it  appears  from  the  history  of  that  town  that 
he  built  a  mill  there  in  1655,  where  a  pond  was  dug,  and  a 
new  brook  opened  for  half  a  mile,  called  Farrington's  Brcrok. 
He  died  in  16S0,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  Captain  Dan- 
iel How,  anotlicr  of  the  original  settlers  of  this  town,  in  the  year 
1615  transferred  his  possessions  to  John  Gosmor,  for  four  pounds, 
payable  in  wampum,  two  cows,  and  ten  bushels  of  barley.  He 
went  to  Easthampton,  and  was  one  of  the  fjrst  scttitrs  of  that 
town.  He  had  been  admitted  a  freeman  of  Lynn  in  1631,  was 
a  representative  in  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts  in  1G3G, 
and  was  several  times  re-elected.  He  was  also  lieutenant  of 
an  artillery  company  in  1G3S,  in  which  year  he  removed  to 
Newhaven,  and  from  thence  to  Long  Island. 

"At  a  town  meetino:,  October  6th,  165:i,  it  is  ordered  that 
whoever  makes  it  appear  that  he  killeth  any  woif  within  the 
bounds  of  this  town,  shall  have  paid  unto  him  by  ye  town  the 
sum  of  twenty  shillings  ;  and  he  yt  killetli  a  v/olf  at  Quaquaout 
shall  have  ten  shillings  in  like  manner ;  and  it  is  further  or- 
dered, that  if  any  goats  are  found  without  a  keeper,  and  any 
person  so  finding  them,  bring  them  home  unto  the  owners, 
they,  the  owners  of  the  said  goats,  shall  pay  a  penny  the  goat 
for  them  unto  those  wdio  so  bring  them  home,  and  also  })ay  for 
the  harm  which  it  shall  appear  is  done  by  them."  The  follow- 
ing extracts  show  the  manner  in  whicli  testimony  was  taken 
and  recorded  in  the  general  court  of  Southampton,  the  style 
and  abbreviations  being  scrupulously  preserved  as  a  matter  of 
curiosity  to  the  reader. 

^outhamptoHy  April  24,  1655.    The  deposition  of  Mr. 
27 
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Richard  Smith  : — This  deponent  sayth^  when  he  was  uppon  the 
jury  concerning  ye  tryall  of  an  action  dependin^:  in  cort  be- 
tvveene  John  Cooper  and  Jonas  Wood,  wee  received  divers  tes- 
timonies in  cort,  which  were  broght  in  by  ye  said  Jonrus  Wood, 
whereby  wee  of  ye  jury  found  for  Jonas  Wood,  annongst  wh 
testimony's  was  the  deposition  of  Goody  Bishop,  Goody  Gar- 
lick,  and  Samuel  Parsons. — May  1,  1655.  The  deposition  of 
Christopher  iFoster,  who  affirmeth  upon  his  oath,  yt  being  at 
Hempstead  a  Httie  before  the  last  winter,  when  and  where  he 
heard  a  bargaine  contracted  hetweene  Jonas  Halsted  and  Jonas 
Wood,  Hallifax,  viz :  Jonas  Wood  did  buy  of  ye  foresaid  Jonas 
four  hoggs,  which  hoggs  this  depont.  doth  affirme  that  hee 
saw  dehvercd  at  Soutliamptou. — March  9,1655.  The  depo- 
sition of  Ann  White.  This  depont.  sayth  yt  shee  heard  Tho- 
mas Dale  teli  Sara  Cooper  tiiat  Mark  Meggs  did  come  to  him 
once  when  hee  was  almost  fuddled,  and  asked  him  if  hee  did 
not  remember  hee  heard  Henry  Pierson  say  at  Goodman  Coy's, 
that  Jonas  should  bee  cast  out  of  church  and  commonwealth 
shortly;  whereunto  Thomas  Dale  answereth  noe,  I  did  not 
hear  him  say  noe  such  thingc.  Taken  before  me,  Thomas 
Topping,  Ju.stice. 

At  a  toxon  7nectin:r,  November  14,  1665.  It  is  conchided 
that  John  Jessup  is  to  call  forth  thirty  men  to  goe  to  the  west 
sepoose,  and  if  any  refuse  to  goe,  being  warned,  shall  pay  unto 
ye  town  five  shillings.  Also;  whoever  hath  any  convenient 
toole  fitt  for  the  worke,  and  refusetli  to  lend  the  same,  shall  also 
pay  five  shillmgs,  and  the  said  John  Jessup  shall  have  power 
to  levy  the  fine  by  way  of  execution,  and  returns  account 
thereof  to  ye  tovvne. 

At  a  general  court,  held  March  6,  1 651.  It  is  ordered  that 
noe  Indian  shall  digg  for  frrouisd-nuts  in  the  pUiin,  or  digg  in 
any  ground,  uppon  penalty  of  silting  in  the  stocks  for  ye  first 
fault,  and  for  the  second  to  be  whipped.  And  if  any  of  j^e 
English  see  any  Indian  bowing  or  digging  as  aforesaid,  they 
may  peaceably  brins:  them  to  the  magistrates,  if  they  can  ;  if 
not,  to  take  tlie  hoes  or  digging  instruments  away  from  them  ; 
and  this  to  take  effect  as  soon  as  the  Sachem  or  Indians  have 
warning  hereof.  ^ 
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*'  Fehniary  7,  1655.  An  action  of  defamation  of  Thomas 
Rogers  against  James  Gill.  Verdict  of  the  jury — wee  finde  for 
ye  Plaintive,  first  our  charges,  and  the  said  James  to  bee  sharply 
whipped,  and  tiien  banished  out  of  this  jurisdiction  ;  with  this 
proviso,  yt  his  creditors  will  bee  bound  to  keep  him  to  his 
good  behaviour,  or  else  to  sell  him  out  of  our  jurisdiction  for 
two  years'  service,  and  the  towne  be  noe  more  troubled  with 
him.    Judgment  is  granted  accordingly  by  the  cort. 

May  10,  1655.  At  a  towne  meetinge  it  is  concluded  and 
agreed  uppon,  that  Mr.  Edu'ard  Howell  shall  have  power  to 
nominate  and  appoint  tv/o  neighbours  of  this  towne  to  goe  to 
the  Connecticut,  to  treat  of  matters  that  may  concerne  this 
towne,  and  to  put  us  under  their  jurisdiction  for  future  gov- 
erment. 

April  10,  1C53.  It  is  ordered  by  the  general  court,  that 
henceforth  the  Indians  shall  not  any  of  them  come  to  this  towne, 
or  into  the  plaines,  or  any  nearer  the  towne  tlian  tlie  head  of 
the  Long  Creek  at  the  west  end  of  the  plaines ;  neither  shall 
any  of  them  come  to  the  Mill  with  any  gun,  or  bow  and  arrovv's, 
uppon  penalty  of  forfeiting  any  such  instrument  to  any  Eng- 
lishman who  shall  take  them  away  from  any  such  Indian, 

At  a  toicne  meetings  held  ye  I6t/i  day  of  June,  1653,  it  is 
ordered  and  concluded  by  the  major  vote  of  the  inhabitants 
that  Jonas  Wood  shall  goe  wt  ye  vessell  at  North  Sea,  wh  is 
sliortly  to  goe  to  the  River's  mouth,  as  a  messenger  from  tfiis 
towne  unto  Captaine  Mason,  to  obtaine  for  ye  towne  a  store  of 
ammunition,  accordinge  to  order  of  the  collony  in  that  behalf; 
and  the  towne  doe  promise  to  pay  him  what  in  reason  is  meet 
for  his  tyme  and  expenses. — August  18,  1653.  At  a  towne 
meetinge  it  is  ordered  that  there  shall  be  another  attcn)pt  to  let 
goe  Shinnecock  water."  From  this  entry,  it  is  probable  that 
Shinnecock  Bay  was  not  then  connected  with  the  ocean,  or 
that  the  entrance  had  become  closed  by  sand,  as  is  the  case 
with  several  ponds  in  this  town  at  the  present  day.  In  the 
year  1675  there  were  in  this  town  seventy-five  men  who  bore 
arms  in  the  militia,  and  they  were  required  to  meet  for  inspec- 
tion six  timers  a-ycar.  In  1659  the  town  voted  to  send  to  Con- 
necticut for  a  copy  of  their  laws,  mid  selected  from  them  such 
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as  they  deemed  applicable  to  their  condition;  and  the  uni- 
formity wliich  prevailed  in  most  of  the  English  towns  may  be 
attributed  to  the  fact  of  their  havinsf  extracted  most  of  their 
laws  from  the  same  code.    The  salary,  both  of  the  minister 
and  the  schoolmaster,  was  raised  by  an  assessment  upon  the 
inhabitants,  and  was  generally  apportioned  according  to  the 
number  of  acres  of  improved  land  which  each  one  possessed. 
In  order  to  secure  tlie  influence  and  protection  of  the  people  of 
New  England,  as  well  from  the  Dutch  as  the  Indians,  this  town 
early  souglit  an  alhance  with  Connecticut,  and  was  received 
into  that  jurisdiction  in  the  year  IGii.    They  were  conse- 
quently represented  by  deputies  in  tfie  general  court  at  Hartford; 
but  no  attempt  appears  to  have  been  made  by  Connecticut  to 
levy  taxes  upon  the  town  until  the  reception  of  the  charter  of 
the  colony  in  1662.    The  following  persons  were  deputies  from 
this  town  to  the  general  court  of  Connecticut  at  the  periods 
mentioned : 

From  1655  to  1658,  Thomas  Tcppin         From  1659  to  1GG3,  Thomas  Topping. 
1658  to  1659,  Alexander  Knowles.  1633  to  1604,  Edward  Howell. 

The  Rev.  Abraham  Piersou  was  the  first  minister  of  this 
town.    He  had  been  a  preacher  in  Yorkshire,  England.  He 
came  to  Boston  in  1639,  and  joined  the  church  there.  Those 
English  emigrants  who  had  made  a  stand  at  Lynn,  having 
agreed  to  form  a  settlenu-nt  upon  Long  Island,  Mr.  Pierson 
consented  to  accompany  them,  and  he  assisted  materially  in 
organizing  the  settlement.    He  continued  with  them  till  they 
put  themselves  under  Conui-'Cticut  in  1G44.  He  preferred  being 
connected  withTs^ew-ITavt'U,  bocansc  in  that  colony  the  right  of 
voting  was  confined  alone  to  church  members.    He,  therefore, 
with  a  few  of  his  adherents,  removed  to  Branford  near  New- 
Haven,  which  had  begun  to  be  i-etilcd  in  163S,  and  there  put 
themselves  under  the  colony  of  New-Haven.    When  this  colo- 
ny renounced  her  independence,  and  became  consolidated  with 
Connecticut  in  1G62,  Mr.  l^ierson,  adhering  to  his  former  opin- 
ions, again  removed  with  some  of  his  con;^n-egation  to  a  part  of 
Nevr  Jersey  v/hicli  they  called  Newark,  where  they  made  a 
settlement,  whereby  Mr.Pierson  became  the  lirst  pastor  of  a  third 
settlement.    In  1GG8  the  people  there,  voted  to  pay  the  expen- 
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ses  of  his  removal,  contributed  to  the  dig-ging  him  a  well,  and 
allowed  him  £30  salary  a-year.  He  died  there  in  the  year 
16S0.  His  son,  Abraham,  who  graduated  at  Harvard  Collej^e 
ia  1069,  became  the  first  president  of  Yale  Colle2;e,  at  Killing- 
worth,  in  1701,  and  continued  there  till  his  death  ni  ITUT.  Tiie 
Rev.  Dr.  Ashbel  Greene,  of  Philadelphia,  is  his  o-randson. 

The  next  minister  of  this  town  was  the  Rev.  Robert  Ford- 
ham,  settled  in  1649.  He  also  came  fron)  England.  Johnson, 
in  his  Wonder-  Working  Providence^  says,  "Mr.  Fordam  first 
went  to  the  west  part  of  Long  Island,"  and  it  is  probable  that 
he  accompanied  the  Rev.  Mr.  Denton  to  Hempstead  in  IG  li, 
as  he  is  the  first  person  named  in  the  Dutch  patent  of  that 
town  from  Governor  Kicft,  and  he  resided  at  Hempstead  wh.en 
he  received  the  invitation  to  remove  to  this  town.  He  remain- 
ed the  minister  here  till  his  deatli  in  1674.  He  was  a  man  of 
learning,  and  the  owner  of  a  large  estate.  His  library  was 
valued  after  his  death  at  fifty-three  pounds,  and  his  ])roperty  at 
two  thousand.  The  Rev.  Josiah  Fordh  un,  who  wns  his  trrand- 
son,  preached  awhile  at  Setauket  after  tlie  death  oi  IMr, 
Brewster  in  1690.  The  next  clergyman  of  this  town  was  liic 
Rev.  Joseph  Taylor,  who  arrived  in  1630.  He  canif^  from 
New-Haven.  But  little  inibrmation  has  been  obtained  con- 
cerning him,  except  that  he  died,  April  4,  16b':2.  at  tlie  age^  of 
thirty-one,  having  preached  about  two  ycar.^.  He  was  ibliowrd  by 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Whiting  in  1682.  He  was  the  yonngt  si  s^n  of 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Vv biting,  a  distinguished  ])rea.cl;er  ai  Norlcik, 
England,  and  the  first  minister  of  Lynn,  Mn-^sachnseiis.  Mr. 
Whiting  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  His  dan  -htcr 

married  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Hobart,  afterwards  mini>ier  of 
Hempstead.  Cotton  Mather,  speaking  of  him,  :^ay^  "  Jo^epli  is 
at  this  day  a  worthy  and  painful  minister  of  the  gospel  at 
Southampton."  He  left  a  son,  who  gritduated  at  Harvard  in 
1700,  settled  as  the  minister  of  Concord,  New  }Iampshire,  in 
1712,  where  he  died  in  1752.  As  the  records  of  this  church 
are  extremely  defective,  little  can  be  learned  respecting  the 
subsequent  clergymen  beyond  their  names.  It  is  asccrtamed 
that  the  Rev.  Samuel  Celston  settled  here  in  1727,  and  remain- 
ed till  his  death,  October  22d,  1732,  having  preached  about 
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fifty-four  years.  It  was  during  his  time  that  the  Suffolk  pres- 
bytery was  formed,  and  the  government  of  several  of  the 
churches  in  the  county  was  changed  from  the  congregational 
to  the  presbyterian  form.  He  was  educated  at  Harvard  Uni- 
versity, where  he  graduated  in  1722.  His  successor  in  the 
ministery  here  was  the  Rev.  Herman  Dagget,  who  graduated  at 
Brown  University  in  17S3.  His  settlement  took  place  in  1791, 
and  after  several  years  he  removed  to  the  parish  ot  Middletown, 
in  the  town  of  Brookhaveji,  officiating  a  part  of  the  time  in  the 
church  at  Fireplace.  He  finally  removed  to  Connecticut. 
The  next  clergyman  was  the  Rev.  David  S.  Bogart,  a  native 
of  Queen's  County,  and  who  graduated  at  Columbia  College 
in  1790.  He  was  settled  in  1796,  removed  to  North-Hemp- 
stead  in  1812,  and  from  thence  to  the  city  of  Nev/-York,  where 
he  now  resides.  The  Rev.  Jolm  I\r.  Babbit  was  settled  here 
in  1813,  but  removed  in  1818  ;  and  was  succeeded  by  tiie  Rev. 
Peter  Shaw  in  1820.  The  present  clergyman  is  the  Rev. 
Henry  N.  Wilson. 

The  first  church  here,  was  built  in  104  J ,  the  year  succeeding 
the  settlement  of  the  town,  and  remained  for  sixty-five  years. 
A  second  church  was  erected  in  1707, \and  which,  having  stood 
one  hundred  and  thirteen  years,  was  succeeded  by  the  present 
stately  edifice  in  1820.  Tiic  academy  near  the  church  v/as 
completed  in  1831,  and  lias  been  thus  far  well  supported.  It 
is  a  handsome  and  coavenieui  structure,  and  is  creditable 
to  the  spirit  and  intelligence  of  the  people  concerned  in 
its  erection.  By  an  act  of  Assembly,  passed  May  16th, 
1669,  the  precinct  of  Bridgr!iasi){){on  and  ]\lecoxe  v/as  de- 
clared to  be  a  distinct  parish, /';r  the  bidlding  and  erect- 
ing a  meeting-liouse  ;  and  \W  hx>i  cliurch  vv\as  finished  in 
a  year  or  two  thereafter.  It  was  taken  down  in  1737,  and  the 
present  edifice  erected  in  its  stoad.  'i'his  place  was  called  by  the 
Indians  Segaboncck.  The  viihit^e  was  contemplated  to  have 
been  built  a  little  south  of  the  j)rescnt  site,  and  the  place  in- 
tended is  still  designated  as  the  obi  town  The  first  pastor  of 
this  church  was  the  Rev.  Kbctiezer  ^Vhite,  who  graduated  at 
Harvard  College  in  1692,  and  was  settled  here  in  1695.  His 
health  failing,  he  resigned  in  1748,  and  died  in  1756.    He  was 
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sticcceded  by  the  Rev.  James  Brown,  son  of  the  Rev.  Chadd 
Urown,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island  ;  and  rehued  to  those  wor- 
thy individuals,  the  Hberal  founders  of  Brown  University  in 
that  state.  He  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1747,  and  was  set- 
tled here  in  1756.  His  removal  took  place  in  1775,  ai.d  the 
parish  had  no  regularly  stated  preacher  till  the  30th  of  Auf{ust, 
1787,  when  the  Rev.  Aaron  WooKvorth  was  installed  here. 
He  was  born  at  Long  i\Eeadow  in  Massachusetts,  October  25, 
17G3,  and  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1784.  His  wife  was 
the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Buell  of  Easthampton^  whose 
memoirs  he  published.  His  death  occurred  the  2d  of  April, 
1821.  He  WTiS  a  man  of  much  classical  learning,  an  eloquent 
divine,  and  extensively  acquainted  with  ecclesiastical  liislory. 
His  immediate  successor  was  the  present  clergyman,  the  Rev. 
Amzi  Francis. 

The  ^lethodists  have  erected  a  very  handsome  church  in 
the  centrcofthc  village  of  Bridgehampton,  which  is  anornn.ment 
to  the  place.  The  Hon.  Nathan  Sandford,  late  chauc(;lior  of 
this  state,  and  a  senator  in  tlie  congress  of  the  United  States, 
was  a  native  of  this  part  of  the  town.  ]\Ir.  Foster  Rhodes,  who 
accompanied  the  late  Henry  Ecktbrd  to  Constantinople,  and 
who  has  since  been  engaged  as  ship-builder  to  the  Sultan,  was 
born  in  the  village  of  Southampton,  and  is  a  son  of  Mr.  Henry 
Rhodes,  merchant  of  that  place.  On  a  late  occasion  of  lannch- 
ingone  of  the  largestships  in  the  v/orld,  (in  Turkey.)  tfie  Sultan 
was  so  elated  at  his  success,  that  he  embraced  .Mr.  iUiudes  in 
the  most  enthusiastic  manner,  and  presented  hiuj  at  tlie  sauje 
time  a  gold  medal  set  in  diamonds,  of  great  value  of  ex- 
quisite beauty.  Southerly  of  this  villaoe  is  a  j.[)lendid  sheet  of 
water,  known  as  Mocoxe  Bay,  communicating  witli  the  ocean 
by  a  narrow  inlet,  and  abounding  with  oysters  of  a  superior 
quality.  It  is  about  four  miles  long,  and  less  than  one  in 
breadth.  Sagg  Pond  is  also  of  considerable  size,  but  is  liable 
to  have  its  inlet  obstructed  by  sand  carried  into  it  by  the  cur- 
rent, and  requiring  to  be  cleared  out  occasionally.  The 
village  of  Sagg  was  settled  at  an  early  period.  The  inhabitants 
are  farmers,  and  the  land  here,  as  well  as  about  Bridgehampton, 
is  well  cultivated.    Sagg-Harbor  derived  its  name  fromiiaving 
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been  originally  the  port  or  landing-place  of  Sngg.  Shinnecock 
Bay,  (sometimes  called  Southampton  Bay,)  is  a  very  charming 
piece  of  water.  It  is  more  than  ten  miles  long,  and  from  three 
to  four  wide.  It  is  separated  from  the  ocean  by  a  narrow  sand- 
beach,  w^hicli  has  doubdess  been  entirely  formed  by  tlie  sea. 
This  beaiitifal  expanse  of  water  has  long  been  celebrated  for 
the  excellence  and  variety  of  its  marine  productions.  The 
clams  found  here  are  of  a  superior  quahty,  and  so  abundant 
as  to  afford  almost  constant  employment  for  about  fifty  persons, 
who  probably  take  more  than  ten  thousand  dollar?  worth  an- 
nually, which  are  properly  prepared,  put  up  in  casks,  and  trans- 
ported up  the  western  and  northern  canals  to  the  utmost 
limits  of  the  state.  Tlie  territory  of  Shinnecock,  containing 
some  thousand  acres,  is  little  else  than  a  series  of  sand  hills,  in- 
terspersed with  intervals  of  level  ground,  wdrich  yield  sufficient- 
pasture  for  a  considerable  numlxjr  of  cattle  and  sheep,  for  at  least 
half  the  year.  The  northern  portion,  adjoining  Peconic  Bay, 
is  the  best  soil,  and  is  indented  with  a  few  coves,  which  yield  a 
quantity  of  salt  grass  about  their  edges.  The  western  part, 
where  it  is  connected  with  the  main  island,  was  called  by  the 
natives  Alerosuck,  or  Canoe-Piace,  and  where  they  used  to 
transport  their  canoes  across  from  the  north  to  the  south  bay. 
There  is  a  tradition  that  a  small  ditch  or  canal  once  existed  here 
between  thetwobays,  which  was  constructed  under  the  direction 
oi  jMongotucksce  or  Lonij'-h  nife, -who  once  reigned  lord 'of  the 
Montauks  and  other  neighboring  tribes.  A  small  remnant  of 
the  Shinnecock  race  still  lingers  on  the  south-eastern  part  of 
this  tract,  where  thiy  have  a  small  church  and  a  lew  comfort- 
able dwellings;  but  their  ancient  language  and  customs  are  no 
longer  preserved. 

Sagg-Harhor  isthemost  populous,  wealtliy,  and  commercial 
place  in  the  county,  and  may  therefore  not  improperly  be  con- 
sidered the  emporium  of  Siiuollc.  The  capital  employed  in 
trade  here  probably  exceeds  that  of  the  whole  county  besides, 
there  being  nearly  a  million  of  dollars  invested  in  the  whale- 
fishery  alone,  employing  a  toiniage  of  more  than  six  thousand, 
exclusive  of  several  fine  packets  and  o:'ier  vessels  eno-u'-'-ed  in 
the  coasting  business.    It  is  supposed  that  no  permanent  settle- 
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nipnt  was  altempled  here  previous  to  1730,  and  tlien  only  a  few 
.sm;iU  cottages  were  erected  near  tiie  head  of  tlie  prea^u  wharf, 
for  the  convenience  of  those  engaged  in  fishing;.  .Altst  of  die 
land  ill  the  vicinity  was  then  covered  with  timber  and  forest, 
and  it  is  probable  also  that  no  inconsiderable  nuniber  of  Indians 
dwelt  in  tlie  vicinity.  In  1760  several  respectable  fanuii'js  v^i- 
tablished  themselves  here,  perceiving  that  it  possessed  many 
local  advantages,  and  built  for  themselves  comfortable  liouscs. 
In  1767  the  number  of  inhabitants  had  so  increased,  that  it 
was  resolved  to  erect  a  house  for  public  worship,  and  without 
the  advantage  of  regular  preaching,  the  people  were  accustom- 
ed to  assemble  on  the  Sabbath  at  the  beat  of  dru?n,mi(l  hear  a 
sermon  read  by  one  of  the  congregation.  They  began  soon  after 
more  largely  to  appreciate  the  commercial  facilities  oilorcd  by 
the  adjacent  waters,  and  fresli  efforts  were  made  to  iiujjrovo 
upon  the  old  practice  of  buat-ickaHns^.  For  this  end  small 
sloops  were  fitted  out,  and  ranged  the  oce?n  at  som;-  di  ;:.ui<:o 
from  the  coast ;  but  when  a  whale  was  cauiriit,  it  bjc  mi-j  n-t-^is- 
sary  to  return  to  port  for  the  ])urposu  of  bodnig  out  lh;.«  oil  nj)v)u 
the  shore.  The  business  had  made  but  little  {^rogfoss  wheu 
hostilities  commenced  between  tlie  mother  country  a'.id  Ii'T 
colonies  in  1775  ;  and  this  island  being  the  next  year  alKUuion- 
ed  to  the  enemy,  commerce  of  every  kind  was  of  o>\u>a:  sus- 
pended till  the  close  of  the  contest  in  17 S3.  ►"Several  I>riti<h 
ships  took  their  stations  in  the  bay,  and  tliis  village  was  luzda 
not  only  a  depot  for  military  stores,  but  the  p.irn-v'n  for  a 
considerable  body  of  soldiers.  During  the  war  ii  l^'Mine  tlie 
tlieatre  of  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  teats  tli.it  w;s  >  a-  c.^^ri- 
plished  during  the  revolution.  It  has  gencially  h^'.-w  denoau- 
nated  Meig^s  Expedition^  and  the  eircumstauccs  aru  thus  re- 
lated by  the  historians  of  that  period  : 

'•In  retaliation  for  the  burning  of  Kidgfiield  in  Connecticut, 
by  General  xlrnold  and  the  wretches  undtT  his  command,  in 
April,  1777,  a  few  soldiers  from  Ncwhaven  went  on  a  predato- 
ry excursion  to  Long  Island.  A  quantity  of  provisions  liad 
been  collected  at  Sac:g  Harbor,  and  to  destroy  these  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  expedition.  The  enterprize  was  one  of  the  most 
spirited  and  successful  of  that  eventful  period.    General  Par- 
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sons  conceived  it  possible  to  surprise  the  place,  and  confided 
the  execution  of  it  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Meigs^  who  embarked 
from  Newhaven,  May  21,  1777,  with  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  men,  in  thirteen  whale-boats.    He  proceeded  to  Guilford, 
but  on  account  of  the  roughness  of  the  sea,  could  not  pass  the 
Sound  till  the  twenty-third.    On  that  day,  at  one  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  he  left  Guilford  with  one  hundred  and  seventy  men, 
under  convoy  of  two  armed  sloops,  and  crossed  the  Sound  to 
Southold,  where  he  arrived  at  six  o'clock.    The  enemy's  troops 
on  this  part  of  the  island  had  marched  for  New-York  two  or 
three  days  before,  but  it  was  reported  that  there  was  a  party  at 
Sagg  Harbor  on  the  south  branch  of  the  island  about  fifteen 
miles  distant.     Colonel  Meigs  ordered  the  whale-boats  to  be 
transported  over  the  land  to  the  bay  between  the  north  and  south 
branches  of  the  island,  where  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  em- 
barked, and  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night  arrived  safely  on  the  other 
side  of  the  bay  within  four  miles  of  Sagg  Harbor.     Here  the 
boats  were  secured  in  a  wood,  under  a  guard,  and  the  remain- 
der of  the  detachment  marched  quickly  to  the  harbor,  where 
they  arrived  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  the  greatest  or- 
der, attacking  the  outpost  with  fixed  bayonets,  and  proceeding 
directly  to  the  shipping  at  the  wharf,  which  they  found  unpre- 
pared for  defence.     The  alarm  was  given,  and  an  armed 
schooner  with  twelve  guns  and  seventy  men  began  to  fire  upon 
them  at  the  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  which  con- 
tinued three  quarters  of  an.  hour,  but  did  not  prevent  the  troops 
from  executing  their  design  with  the  greatest  intrepidity  and 
effect.    Twelve  brigs  and  sloops,  one  of  which  was  an  armed 
vessel  of  twelve  guns  a!id  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons  of  hay, 
corn,  oats,  ten  hogshends  ot'  rum,  and  a  larj^e  quantity  of  mer- 
chandize, were  entirely  desiroytd.    Six  of  the  enemy  were  kill- 
ed and  ninety  taken  prisoners.     Not  one  of  Colonel  Meig's 
men  was  either  killed  or  wounded.    He  returned  to  Guilford 
at  two  o'clock  in  the  afie^rnoon,  h.aving  been  absent  only  twenty- 
five  hours  ;  and  in  that  time  had  transported  ins  troops  by  land 
and  water  full  ninety  miles,  and  conipleted  his  undertaking 
with  the  most  entire  success.     0^  the  report  of  this  matter  to 
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the  commander-in-chief,  he  addressed  the  foliowiriq;  letter  to 
General  Parsons  : 

'41ead-<|uarters,  I^-Iiddlebrook,  May  29th,  1777.  Dear  Sir, — 
I  ain  just  now  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  25th  by  Major 
Humphrey.  The  intelligence  communicated  by  it  is  truly  in- 
teresting and  agreeable.  And  now  I  sfiall  take  occasion  not 
only  to  give  you  my  hearty  approbation  of  your  conduct  m 
planning  the  expedition  to  Long  Island,  but  to  reiuru  my  sin- 
cere thanks  to  Lieutenant  Col.  Meigs,  and  all  the  ofilcers  and 
men  engaged  in  it.  This  enterprise,  so  fortunate  in  the  execu- 
tion, will  greatly  distress  the  enemy  in  the  important  and  essen- 
tial article  of  forage,  and  reflects  much  lionor  upon  those  who 
performed  it.  I  shall  ever  be  happy  to  reward  merit  when  ui 
my  pov/er,  and  therefore  wish  you  to  inquire  for  a  vacant  i-n- 
signcy  in  some  of  the  regiments  for  ("Sergeant  CJonnin^s,  to 
which  you  will  promote  him,  advising  me  of  the  sani*;  and  the 
time.  lam,  Sir,  c^c.  G.  Washi.\j.  ruN." 

The  result  of  tiiis  expedition  was  considered  of  so  naich  con- 
sequence, and  so  highly  deserving-  of  public  ap|>rol>;iiiou,  that 
congress  voted  a  sword  to  be  prcsentLd  to  Colonel  Mriirs  a 
token  of  their  sense  of  tlie  prudt/ice,  activity^  cntirprist  and 
va7or,  with  which  it  had  been  conducted;  and  the  co;nni.tniicr- 
in-chief  published  the  affair  with  ex[)ressions,  of  grc:it 
in  general  orders.  In  tlie  year  17S:>  tlic  i!il:;Ji:t  inr>  o:  this 
place,  who  had  been  for  a  period  of  soven  years  »  vii(  .1  uom 
their  homes,  again  returned,  and  united  their  cri'/rL")  an^l  skill 
to  revive  commerce  and  other  branches  o(  busint  >s.  which  hnd 
been  prostrated  by  the  war.  Their  cxorthvis  w*  r<;  aiN  ri(!<-d 
with  tolerable  success,  and  they  were  cnablt  J  m  a  tiuic 
to  witness  a  limited  but  prosperous  trad-^,  botli  foreign  and 
domestic. 

Althousfh,  as  has  been  seen,  a  Presbyterian  church  had  been 
erected  here  in  17G7,  anddiliereni  preachers  had  been  engaged 
to  ofhciate  for  stated  periods,  yet  no  clerixyman  was  regularly 
settled  here  previous  to  1797,  ui  which  year  the  Rev.  Daniel 
Hall  from  Connecticut  was  insialled  as  the  minister  of  the  pa- 
rish. He  continued  h.ere  till  the  year  JS06,  when  he  removed 
to  the  church  at  Shelter  Island,  where  he  died  in  1812.  Ha 
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was  a  man  of  plain  and  unaffected  manners,  of  a  kind  and 
amiable  disposition,  and  charitable  toward  those  who  chanced 
to  differ  from  him  in  their  opinions.    In  the  month  of  October, 
1S12,  the  Rev.  John  D.  Gardiner,  a  native  of  the  county,  and 
son  of  John  Gardiner  of  Moriches,  was  installed  the  minister  of 
this  church.    He  was  educated  at  Yale  College,  where  he  gra- 
duated in  1804.    He  was  settled  several  years  as  a  clergyman 
in  New  Jersey  before  his  removal  here.    He  continued  in,-  the 
discharge  of  his  parocliial  duties  with  zeal  ai]d  ability,  and 
with  the  approbation  of  his  peo|)le,  till  the  month  of  June,  1S32, 
when,  anxious  for  retirement  from  iiis  arduous  labors,  he  with- 
drew from  the  ministry,  and  has  since  enjoyed,  in  the  bosom  of 
his  family  and  the  private  circle  of  his  friends,  all  the  endear- 
ments of  domestic  and  social  life,  respected  and  esteemed  by  the 
community  around  him.    In  tlie  year  1817  preparations  had 
been  made  for  the  erection  of  a  new  church,  and  most  of  the 
materials  had  been  procured  when  they  were  consumed  in  the 
awful  conflagration  that  involved  the  destruction  of  the  most 
valuable  portion  of  the  viilai^e.    But  by  the  renewed  energies 
of  the  people,  and  tlic  individual  exertions  of  Mr.  Gardiner, 
means  were  procured  ;  and  the  present  large  and  handsome  edi- 
fice was  completed  on  the  ISth  of  June,  1818.  The  Methodists 
erected  a  small  church  here  in  1809,  which  they  have  since 
disposed  of  to  the  Catholics,  and  erected  a  new  church  a  few 
years  since,  which,  from  its'  elevated  situation  and  architec- 
tural finish,  is  an  ornament  to  the  village. 

This  port  was  formerly  included  in  the  collection  district  of 
New"  London  ;  and  in  K7i  a  comuiissioii  was  given  to  NicoU 
Havens  of  Shelter  Island  "to  mspcct  the  trade  and  navigation 
of  Southold,  and  the  harbo.-s,  bays,  creeks,  and  other  places  in 
the  neighborhood  thereof,  and  for  the  preventing  of  illicit  trade 
within  the  district  of  the  port  of  New  London."  After  his  death, 
the  office  was  held  by  Thomas  Leering,  and  whicli  he  retained 
until  Sagg  Harbor  became  a  [tort  of  entry,  and  a  new  collection 
district  was  established  by  conirress,  suhj^  ct  to  the  regulations  of 
the  treasury  department  ol'lhe  Limited  States.  Since  whicli  time 
the  culU.'Ctors  have  b^  en  John  Ge'slon,  Hctiry  P.  Bering,  Tho- 
mas II.  Dering,  and  John  P.  Osborn.    Henry  P.  Dering  re- 
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cotved  his  appointment  from  General  AVasbinq"ton  in  May, 
1790,  and  held  the  , office  till  his  death,  April  30th,  lS:j2. 

Tfie  whaling  business  upon  this  part  of  the  i>U\nd  has  exist- 
ed, in  some  form  or  other,  for  a  great  length  of  tinic,  atid  mav  be 
said  to  be  almost  coeval  with  the  settlement  of  the  counirv  hy 
the  white  people.  Both  individuals  and  companies  at  an  early 
period  were  enga^jed  in  the  pursuit  of  whales  along  the  south 
shore,  in  boats  bui't  expressly  for  the  purpose,  and  kept  ready 
at  convenient  stations  upon  the'  beach..  In  the  year  1700, 
three  sloops, owned  by  Joseph  Oonkling,  Jolm  Foster,  and  a  tew 
others,  called  the  Goodhick,  Dolphifi,  and  Success,  cruised 
for  whales  in  latitude  36^  north.  Whales  at  that  period  were 
more  abundant  along-shore  than  at  present,  although  son^e  are 
yet  taken  by  boats  at  East  and  Southanipton  almost  every  year. 
Tile  whales,  when  secured,  were  drav^n  u{)on  the  .'^hore,  cut  m 
pieces,  and  conveyed  a  distance  to  be  boiled  out.  'i'liis 
was  so  OiTensive,  that  the  town  meeting  of  ]:]asthampten,  ifi  l(j'.*0, 
prohibited  the  practice  within  a  certain  distance  ot  atiy  habi- 
tation. Ill  17S5,  a  vessel  owned  by  Col.  Ijenjamin  Ilimimg 
and  Captain  Silas  Howell,  was  sent  as  an  experiment  to  a 
more  southern  latitude,  and  by  her  success  laid  the  foundation 
of  a  more  extensive  prosecution  of  the  business.  In  a  slinrt 
time  thereafter,  the  Brig'  Luri/,  owned  by  Ct)!.  Huntnic, 
made  the  first  voyao-e  from  this  {)ort  to  t)ie  coa^t  of  Hrazil ;  lliis 
vessel  v.^as  owned  by  him  as  late  as  1797.  Tli'.'  aiicmi  i  was 
crowned  v/ith  success,  and  served  as  a  siimnliH  to  oilu  rs. 
Somethmg  has  also  been  done  in  the  cod  jl^ht-ry  iroin  this 
place.  In  the  Sutlbik  Gazette  of  January  18,  Ibos,  k  ..^  .siaitd 
that  six  thousand  six  hundred  quintals  of  rod-fish  were  brougljt 
in  here  during  the  preceding  year.  Hut  all  connu'  roial  opera- 
tions vv^ere  of  course  suspended  during  ihe  war  of  1^12,  1^13, 
and  1814.  In  IS  15  the  business  of  whalnjg  was  ai:airi  reviv- 
ed, and  has  contnmed  to  increase  gradually  in  amount  and  im- 
portance to  the  present  time.  The  s[)erm  fishery  around  Cape 
Horn  in  the  Pacihc,  and  aroimd  tlie  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  the 
Indian  Ocean,  v.^as  not  comnienced  till  1S17.  In  Seplem{)cr 
of  that  year  the  ArL'onauf,  owned  by  Silas ,;^md  Lewis  Howell, 
commanded  by  Eliphalet  Halsey,  sailed  for  the  Pacific,  and  re- 
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turned  in  June,  1819,  with  seventeen  hundred  barrels  of  sperm 
oil.  This  business  is  not  only  attended  with  heavy  expense, 
but  also  with  no  little  risk  of  property  and  life.  One  or  two 
melancholy  instances  deserve  to  be  mentioned.  The  ship  Go- 
vernor Clintofi  sailed  from  here  in  Angust,lS33,  and  is  suppos- 
ed to  have  been  lost  in  a  typhon,  or  hurricane,  on  the  coast  of 
Japan,  in  September,  1S31.  The  whole  crew,  consisting  of 
twenty-nine  persons,  among  whom  was  Samuel  Ludlow,  cap- 
tain, Daniel  E.  Brown,- ?«a^<?,  Daniel  Leek,  second  7natej 
William  D.  ScheUinger,//ii/Y/  7nate,  Erastus  E.  Halsey,  Charles 
Howell,  Sylvester  Stanbrough,  and  Henry  Miller,  boat  steer- 
ers,  Benjamin  Payne,  cooper^  Edward  P.  Jennings,  carpen- 
ter, were  drowned.  Again,  tlie  sliip  Telegraph,  belonging  to 
S.  and  N.  Howell,  commanded  by  John  E.  Howell,  left  here 
for  the  coast  of  Chih',  in  October,  JS31;  and  on  the  20th  of 
May,  1S36,  entered  Jlcsoluiion  Bay  in  the  island  Ohitahoo  for 
wood  and  w^ater.  On  the  succeeding  night,  the  wind  from  the 
mountain  blew  with  such  violence  as  to  sever  the  ship's  cable, 
and  drive  her  out  to  sea,  where  she  struck  upon  a  reef  of  rocks, 
and  was  entirely  lost,  with  twenty-two  hundred  barrels  of  oil 
and  sperm.  The  people  on  board  were  fortunately  saved  by 
another  vessel. 

Mr.  Luther  D.  Cook  of  this  port,  a  gentleman  of  well-known 
intelligence,  and  extensively  connected  with  this  branch  of 
commerce,  has  obligingly  furnished  us  with  some  statistical 
information,  which  is  deemed  of  too  much  importance  to  be 
omitted.  From  the  statement  of  this  gentleman  it  appears, 
that  in  the  year  1S37  there  were  tv/enly-three  arrivals  and 
twenty-nine  departures  of  whaling-ships  from  this  place  ;  the 
number  of  men  and  bo'ys  employed  on  board  exceeding  eight 
hundred.  In  order  to  appreciate  the  extraordinary  progress 
which  has  been  made  in  this  business,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  remark  that,  in  1S15  there  were  only  three  ships  owned  here, 
and  that  in  1S3S  the  number  amounted  to  twcnty-n' ne  ;  exhi- 
biting an  increase  of  twenty-six  ships  in  twenty-three  years. 
This  shows  also  how  much  may  be  accomj>lished  by  the  ever- 
restless  spirit  of  enterprise  and  industry  so  characteristic  of  the 
American  people ;  and  is  nowhere  sd  extensively  displayed  as 
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m  tills  department  of  navigation.    Wiiile  many  other  places 
possj'ss  local  advantages  not  enjoyed  here,  yet  ihe  ship  owners 
oi'lhis  port  have  accomplished  more  in  this  expensive  and  lia- 
zardous  business  than  the  whole  State  of  New-York  besides. 
What  may  be  the  experience  of  the  future,  can  only  bo  coiiji  c- 
tured.    On  account  of  the  number  of  vessels,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  engaged  in  this  species  of  commerce,  it  is  very  deubiiul 
whether  the  business  will  be  found  as  profitable  as  heretofore. 
The  whales  areainceasingly  pursued  from  one  point  to  another 
over  every  part  of  the  ocean,  rendering  them  more  shy,  and  are 
consequendy  taken  with  far  more  difficulty  than  formerly. 
From  the  immense  number  which  are  now  annually  captured 
compared  with  previous  years,  upon  the  various  whalinij  sta- 
tions, they  will  probably  become  scarce  ;  and  from  being  con- 
stantly harassed,  more  formidable.    Indeed,  it  now  requires  all 
the  skill  of  the  most  practised  mdividuals  in  manairiug  ilie  boats 
and  in  throwing  the  harpoon.    These  ditricultics,  tn:(t-ih<'r  witf  j 
the  low  price  of  oil,  have  rendered  some  late  voya:;es  not  onsy 
profitless,  but  actually  attended  v/ith  loss.    It  is  calcul.avd  l.>y 
Mr.  Cook,  from  tlie  most  correct  data,  tliat  on  the  1st  ol  January, 
1S3S,  there  were  not  less  than  five  hundred  and  tifry-three  ves- 
sels of  different  descriptions  in  tlie  sperm  and  right  v/hale  ihh- 
ery  from  the  several  ports  of  tlie  Ufuted  States,    it  also  ap- 
pears, that  from  the  year  1801  to   1S37  ir.ore  have  Ian 
one  hundred  and   ninety-eight  arrivals  of  whahni;:  vi'>>e'is 
at  this  port,  producing  three  hundred  and  thirty-^  i;;fii  ibuiisrtiKi 
si.x  hundred  and  ninety  barrels  of  oil  ;  forty  thous.ind  uw  hun- 
dred and  four  barrels  of  sperm  ;  and  one  million  fivu  hutnirt  j 
and  ninety-six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  pomids 
of  whalebone.     Tliat  in  the  years  1834  and  "35  there  were 
seventeen  arrivals,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  six  thousand 
three  hundred  and  sixty-one  tons,  being  an  average  of  three 
hundred  and  eighteen  tons  to  each  vessel.    That  in  1837  the 
arrivals    were  twenty-three,  producing    eight  thousand  six 
hundred  and  tiiirty-four  barrels  of  sperrn,  thirty-one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-four  barrels  of  oil,  and  two  hundred 
and  tlnrty-six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-seven  pounds 
of  bone.    That  during  the  same  year  the  departures  were 
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twenty-nine,  includin2:  one  from  Janies-Port.  one  from  Cut- 
chogue,  and  two  from  Green  Port,  all  bound  for  the  south  At- 
lantic Ocean.    In  the  year  1S3S  the  tonnage  employed  in  whal- 
ing from  this  port  amounted  to  eleven  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred, to  which,  if  we  add  five  tliousand  four  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  of  enrolled  and  licensed  tonnage  employed  in  the 
coasting  trade,  will  increase  the  sum  total  to  seventeen  thousand 
one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  tons  of  shipping  belonging  to 
Sagg  Harbor.  The  growth  and  prosperity  of  this  village  has  been 
the  necessary  consequence  of  the  extensive  capital  employed 
in  commerce,  and  the  various  occupations  to  which  it  gives 
rise.    The  wealth  and  trade  of  tlie  place  may  with  propriety 
be  said  to  be  founded  upon  the  whaling  business,  and  will 
doubtless  keep  pace  with  its  increase.    The  population  is  now 
about  three  thousand  ;  and  it  contains  four  hundred  dwellings, 
twenty-five  dry-good  and  grocery  stores,  two  drug-stores,  two 
watchmakers'  shops,  two  hvmber-yards,  two  sail-makers'  shops, 
three  fire  engines  with  regularly  organized  companies,  four 
butchers'  stalls,  a  bakery,  several  hotels  and  boarding-houses, 
two  printing-offices,  fourteen  coopers'-shops,  which  manufac- 
ture to  the  amount  of  twenty-hve  thousand  barrels  of  oil  casks 
annually,  a  book-store  and  circulating  library,  and  a  public 
library  of  more  than  ei_dit  liundred  volimies.    The  manufac- 
ture of  marine  salt  by  solar  evaporation  was  formerly  carried 
on  to  a  considerable  extent  near  this  village,  and  in  other 
places  in  the  vicinity,  but  it  has  not  been  found  recently  to  yield 
a  sutTicient  profit  to  warrant  its  continuance. 

There  are  sometimes  to  be  f)und  in  a  country  village  indi- 
viduals living  in  comparative  obscurity,  and  making  no  preten- 
ces to  any  kind  of  superiority;  who  nevertheless  maniiest  some 
extraordinary  talent,  and  }>ossl-ss,  in  reality,  accomplishments 
parallel  with  some  whose  reputation  has  been  widely  diffused 
in  the  scientific  world.  Such  an  individual  may  be  found 
here  in  the  person  of  Kf  hraim  X.  Bvram,  a  native  of  this 
villa-je,  and  a  self  taught  mechanic  and  astronomer.  Indeed, 
his  attainments  niay  almost  be  said  to  be  universal,  as  there  are 
lew  subjects  of  science  which  }ie  has  not  explored,  and  in  which 
he  has  not  made  a  very  creditable  proCiciency.   He  has  scarcely 
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ever  travelled  beyond  the  limits  of  the  village,  and  for  many 
years  has  not  been  a  mile  from  his  own  shop ;  his  time  and  at- 
tention being  constantly  devoted  to  mechaiiical  and  scientific 
pursuits.    He  not  only  invents  and  executes  the  most  ingenious 
and  complicated  machines,  us  clocks,  telescopes,  and  musical 
origans,  but  even  fabricates  the  implements  with  which  his 
other  works  are  constructed.    This  gentleman,  without  any  of 
the  advanta2:es  of  family,  education,  or  wealth,  and  struggling 
vvith  a  constitution  naturally  delicate,  has  obtained  a  most  ex- 
traordinary knowledge  of  many  branches  of  art  and  science, 
which  might  be  thought,  with  a  person  in  his  situation,  impos- 
sible.    Among  a  variety  of  other  mechanical  contrivances, 
planned  and  executed  by  himself  alone,  is  a  Planetarium^ 
which  exhibits  the  relative  situation  and  movements  of  the  solar 
system  more  perfectly  than  has  perhaps  ever  been  done  before. 
By  the  most  curious  and  intricate  combination  of  mechanical 
appliances,  it  is  m  ide  to  represent  the  position  and  revolutions 
of  the  celestial  bodies  in  the  most  beautiful  and  harmonious 
order ;  and  evinces  that  the  mind  which  could  conceive  and 
accomphsh  such  an  undertaking,  must  be  deeply  imbued  with 
the  elementary  principles  of  astronomy  and  the  physical  sci- 
ences.   The  extreme  delicacy  and  neatness  of  every  part  of 
this  wonderful  production  of  art  are  only  equalled  by  the  sub- 
lime conceptions  with  which  its  author  must  have  been  inspired. 

The  Hon.  Ebenkzer  Sage,  long  a  resident  of  this  village, 
was  born  at  Chatham,  Connecticut,  August  16,  1755,  and  gra- 
duated at  Yale  College  in  1778.  Having  qualified  himself  as 
a  physician,  he  settled,  about  tfie  year  1790,  at  Easthampton, 
and  soon  after  married  Ptuth,  daughter  of  Dr.  William  Smith 
of  Southampton.  In  179S  he  returned  to  Connecticut,  but 
came  back  and  settled  at  Sagg  Harbor  in  a  short  time  after, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  with  great  usefulness 
and  respectability.  He  was  a  cautious  and  skilful  practitioner, 
and  a  man  of  much  science  and  literature.  He  possessed  groat 
equanimity  of  temper,  and  this,  witli  a  talent  for  humor,  rendered 
his  company  and  conversation  at  all  times  agreeable.  He 
was  elected  to  the  eleventh,  twelfth,  and  thirteenth  congresses,  in 
which  he  satisfied  his  political  friends.  In  1S21  he  was  a  delegate 
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in  the  convention  for  n.mending  tbe  constitution  of  this  state. 
He  survived  bis  wife  several  years,  and  died,  esteemed  and 
lamented,  January  20,  1S34. 

The  first  newspaper  printed  upon  Long  Island  was  issued  in 
this  village  by  David  Frolbinghairi  on  the  10th  of  May,  17  91, 
It  was  entitled  Long  Island  Jlcrald,  and  was  transferred,  on 
the  2d  of  June,  1802,  to  vSelleck  Osborn,  and  the  title  was 
changed  to  the  Sullolk  County  Herald.  On  tlie  20th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1804,  he  relinquisbed  the  paper  to  Alden  Spooner,  and 
removed  to  Litchfield,  where  lie  also  published  a  paper  called 
the  Wit}iess,  and  was  soon  after  convicted  and  imprisoned  for 
a  political  libel,  under  circunistances  which  excited  much  sym- 
pathy among  his  republicaji  frit-nds.  He  afterwards  published 
a  paper  in  Boston,  and  in'  ls2o  a  volume  of  original  poems. 
He  went;  a  year  or  two  after,  to  AVilmington,  Delaware,  where  he 
published  a  paper  entitled  tb.e  Aincrican  Watchman.  His 
death  took  place  at  Philadclplna,  October  1,  1820.  Ho  was  a 
person  of  considerable  talents ;  as  a  writer,  respectable,  and  as  a 
poet,  holds  a  conspicuous  rank  among  the  list  of  American 
bards. 

j\Ir.  Spooner  again  altered  tbe  title  of  tlic  paper  to  that  of  the 
Suffolk  Gazette^  and  whicli  he  continued  to  publish  till  the 
23d  of  April,  ISll,  wlien  he  rclinquisnca  it  for  the  Long 
Island  Star,  at  Brooklyn. 

The  next  newspaper  v.'a-> \hj'-SufJ'olk  County  Recorder^  com- 
menced in  1S16  by  Saniuoi  .V.  Stabury  ;  tlie  name  of  which  v/as 
changed  to  tliat  of  the  Aim.ricnn  JJaglcy  and  was  discontinued 
in  about  two  years  tiicr' ai:er.  On  (he  3d  of  August,  1S22,  the 
Corrector  was  established  by  Henry  W.Hunt ;  and  on  the  ICth 
of  September,  1S2G,  tliL*  Jt  -  jj'ih/ifau-  lVficc/i?nan,  by  Samuel 
Phillips;  wliich  two  latil-namud  ])a|;ers  continue  yet  to  be  pub- 
lished weekly. 

On  the  declaration  of  wa.r  a-^ainst  Great  Britain  in  IS  12, 
preparations  were  made  lo  protcci  this  ]jlace  ac^ainst  the  enemy, 
and  a  small  detachmer.t  o\  inilitia  was  stationed  here,  who  em- 
ployed thcms(!lvcs  in  rrecliiig  a  fortification  upon  the  liigh 
ground  overlooldng  the  harbor.  No  regular  garrison  was  es- 
tablished, however,  till  the  sumnior  of  1S13,  when  the  British 
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ships,  taking;  their  station  in  Gardiner's  Hiy,  ihroaiuricJ  to  laiiJ 
ixl  several  points  in  the  vicinity  of  this  port.  At  that  lime  ifipx- 
or  four  hundred  men  were  placed  here,  and  were  ronliniicd  ii\ 
the  end  of  the  war.  Some  part  of  the  time  a  conip.ii;y  uf.;rtil- 
lery,  and  another  of  regular  troops,  were  stalioncl  ;  -maI  i:\ 
ISM  one  or  more  companies  of  sea  ftjncibles.  But  at  u-j  i:ino 
was  the  number  of  soldiers  snificient  to  have  eirectnally  dofeiid- 
ed  the  place  against  the  enemy,  had  the  capture  of  it  L..*;n 
considered  by  them  an  object  of  sufficient  importance  lo 
have  warranted  the  attempt.  It  was  wholly  impossible  to  have 
prevented  their  landing  at  various  places  borderinij  upon  the 
bay,  and  they  accordingly  visited  at  pleasure  Gardiner's  Inland , 
Montauk,  and  Oyster  Ponds  ;  taking  sucli  provisions  as  their  ne- 
cessities rccjiuired,  and  for  which,  it  is  believed,  they  generally 
paid  an  equiv^alent.  In  June,  1813,  a  kmncli  and  two  bar^-c^, 
with  about  one  hundred  men  from  the  s([uadron  of  C<jmmt>.dorc 
Hardy,  attempted  to  land  at  the  wliarf  in  the  ni^lit ;  but  l.<n:g 
timely  discovered,  the  alarm  was  sounded,  and  tli<;t  gun--  uftho 
fort  brou^rht  to  bear  in  the  direciion  of  the  boats  ;  so  surcosfal 
was  the  means  used,  that  the  designs  of  the  enemy  were  eiit  c- 
tually  frustrated-  They  had  only  time  to  set  lire  to  a  s!o<ip 
which  they  took  from  the  wharf,  when  a  sliot  from  ilie  fjrt 
raked  her  fore  and  aft,  and  obliged  them  to  abandon  her.  The 
Americans  ^oin^  on  board,  extinuniished  the  iltni'-s.  when  ilu  y 
found  a  quantity  of  guns,  swords,  pisiols,  and  oilier  nistrument.-*, 
which  the  invaders,  (deeming  discretion  to  be  liie  lo  iter  part  of 
valor,)  bad  left  in  their  hurry  to  escape. 

On  the  2Gth  of  .May,  1S17,  the  viilaL,re  was  visited  by  ade.^o- 
lating  fire,  that  in  a  brief  space  laid  the  most  valuable  ]K)ition 
ofitinrrins.  It  originated  in  the  dense  p;irt  of  th.e  Viliaire, 
and  the  v.^md  blowing"  a  gale,  such  v/as  the  raj>idny  of  tfie  liames, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  utmost  exertions  of  the  firemen  and 
citizens,  many  of  the  best  houses  and  stores,  with  a  f^rcattjuan- 
tity  of  merchandize,  were  corjsumod.  ]-^ven  goods  thai  had 
been,  rescued  Irom  the  buiidnrjs  on  fire,  were  subsequent- 
ly, by  the  chauG^iiig  of  the  wind,  burnt  in  the  streets.  '^I'his 
was,  indeed,  a  terrible  calamity,  as  the  inhabitants  had  but  just 
begun  to  revive  from  the  total  prostratjon  of  trade  by  the  war. 
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Ships  nearly  ready  for  sea  were  delayed  by  the  destruction  of 
the  stores  destined  for  tlieir  use.  Tlie  public  sympathy  was 
manifested  on  the  occasion,  and  donations  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent vrere  obtained  for  the  more  suffering  portion  of  the  popu- 
lation. The  event,  however,  proved  tiiat  the  ambition  of  the 
people  was  equal  to  the  emergency;  and  the  ground  swept  over 
by  the  fire,  was  in  a  short  time  covered  with  buildings  more 
convenient  and  substantial  than  before,  and  by  which  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  village  was  materially  improved.  The  wharf 
was  formerly  the  property  of  the  state,  at  whose  expense  it  was 
constructed  ;  but  is  now  owned  by  an  association  of  indivi- 
duals, W'ho  share  tlie  profits  arising  from  tlie  use  of  it.  It  reme- 
dies, in  some  degree,  the  want  of  a  sutilcient  depth  of  water, 
by  being  extended  several  hundred  feet  m to  the  bay.  On  the 
w^estern  part  of  the  village,  a;id  within  the  Umits  of  the  corpo- 
ration, is  Otter  Pond,  covcrnig  several  acres  of  ground,  on  which 
wasformerly  a  mill;  and,  iiavniga  communication  with  the  cove 
at  the  upper  part  of  the  bay,  is  stocked  with  fish,  and  furnishes 
fine  sport  for  the  angler. 

Hog-Neck  is  situated  in  the  bay,  and  within  a  few  hundred 
yards  of  the  village,  with  winch  it  has  lately  been  connected  by 
a  handsome  bridge,  constituting  an  important  link  in  the  route 
across  Shelter  Island  to  Green  Port.  This  neck  contains  seve- 
ral hundred  acres  of  inditferent  soil,  but  which  its  insular  situa- 
tion atlords  facilities  for  iinprovmg,  and  is  thereby  rendered 
quite  productive. 

Between  Canoe-Place  and  Quogue  is  a  small  hamlet,  denom- 
inated Good  GroiDiiI,  a  sort  of  oasis  in  the  desert  of  sand  which 
surrounds  it.  it  has  a  ]\lethodist  church  and  post-office. 
Quogue  is  a  more  considerable  seulenient,  about  fourteen  miles 
from  the  village  of  Souihanipion,  and  near  the  western  limits 
of  the  town.  It  is  much  resorted  to  in  the  summer  for  its  pure 
air,  and  the  abundance  and  excellence  of  the  game  that  is  found 
here.  It  has  two  good  public-houses,  and  the  inhabitants  are 
generally  larmers. 

Stephen  Savp.e  was  born  in  this  town  in  1745.  where  he 
spent  a  portion  of  his  early  lifo.  f'ew  persons  were  ever  more 
conspicuous  for  personal  beauty  ^and  accomplishments.  He 
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was  a  staunch  Whig  in  the  revolutionj  and  it  is  believed  that 
his  visit  to  England,  in  1775,  was  as  confidental  aixcnl  of  go- 
vern meat.  Such  was  his  prepossessing  manners  and  appearance 
that  he  soon  gained  admission  into  the  best  society,  ajid  was 
upon  intimate  terms  with  many^  leading  men  in  the  adrnnii^rr:i- 
tion  there.  He  connected  himself  in  marriage  with  an  I'.iijh.  li 
ladv  of  rank,  by  whom  he  acquired  a  handsome  fortuii*-. 
Having  entered  into  financial  and  commercial  business,  his  vji- 
quaintance  became  extensive,  and  this,  added  to  liis  very  popu- 
lar manners,  caused  him  to  be  chosen  high  slienffof  the  ciiy 
of  London.  By  ids  advocacy  of  the  American  cause,  and  his 
open  opposition  to  the  arbitrary  measures  of  the  admimstr:i- 
tion,  he  drew  down  upon  iiimself  the  displeasure  of  ijovern- 
iiient,  which  led  to  his  arrest  upon  a  charge  of  treasoi^^  ai;d 
for  which  he  was  ]iiost  uncerem.oniously  thrown  into  ilic  Tow- 
er.   Tiie  following  particulars  of  this  aflVdr  are  found  \u  th?* 

London  Public  Led^^er  of  October  25,  177(3:  H -{wrrn  !f.«! 

hours  of  nine  and  ten  on  Monday  morninir,  Mr.  >Slavr!y,  of 
Half  Moon  Street,  Piccadilly,  and  Mr.  Ma[in  of  Clu'  cii  Aun 
Street,  Westminster,  (kinjj's  messcn2:ers,)  attended  by  a  con- 
stable, repaired  to  the  liouse  of  Stephen  Sayre,  I'Mpure.  in 
Oxford  Street.  As  an  excuse  to  obt.'dn  an  itUiTview  u  uh 
they  pretended  a  forsred  dratt  fur  cC'-'*'*  ^^^^d  iK'en  !.vv>,;e.i  !  y  ti;e 
bank;  of  wliich  Mr.  Sayre  is  a  proprietor.  1!^mi>»  so.M.er  .j;*- 
peared,  than  they  acquainted  him  that  they  liad  o:Aru  *;.:n- 
ed  by  Lord  Rochford,  one  of  the  secretaries  of  .^t  j--.  lo  ti  .e 
bim  into  custody  on  a  charge  of  higii  treason  ;  aiai  lo  se  ircli 
for,  take  and  carry  with  them,  such  of  hi.;  ))a[H'r?  as  Jic-y  im'i.:;'-;? 
deem  effectual  for  their  purposes.  I\Ir.  Sayre  h.-^.tril  liie  sum- 
mons with  composure,  and  obeyed  its  dictates  with  nianiy  u  g- 
nlty  ;  conscious  of  his  innocence,  he  smiled  at  the  maligniiy  of 
the  charge,  and  in  perfect  reliance  upon  his  own  inteizrity,  per- 
mitted the  officers  to  search  his  tables  and  ritie  his  bureau. 
Tlieyconducted  him  to  Lord  Rochford,  where  they  also  found  Sir 
John  Fielding.  The  chari^e  in  the  infor.'nation  was,  that  Mr. 
Sayre  had  expressed  an.  iji  tent  ion,  of  scizini^  the  kinir's  per- 
son as  he  icent  to  the  parliament  /iouse,  and  of  t<ikiiiir  j)0S' 
session  of  the  Toucr^  (?cc.    Tlie  advice  of  Mr.  Sayre's  counsel 


230 


HISTORY  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 


was,  that  he  should  not  answer  any  interrogations  which  Lord 
Rocliford  or  Sir  John  Fielding  might  put,  nor  sign  any  paper 
whatever.  Mr.  Sayre  was  then  ordered  into  an  adjoining 
apartment,  and  afterwards  committed  a  close  prisoner  to  the 
Tower.  On  the  1-ith  of  Decemher,  1776,  he  appeared  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  and  his  counsel,  I^lr.  Arthur  Lee,  moved  to  dis- 
charge the  recognizance  entered  into  on  the  28th  of  October 
last,  on  Mr.  Sayre's  being  brought  before  Lord  Mansfield  upon 
a  writ  of  habeiis  corpus.  Mr.  Baron  Burland,  who,  with  the 
Lord  IMayor,  presided  at  the  court,  accordingly  discharged  the 
recognizance  ;  and  ^Ir.  vSayre  immediately  gave  orders  to  com- 
mence actions  against  Lord  Kochford,  the  under  secretaries  of 
state,  and  the  king's  messengers."  In  Gordon's  History  of  the 
Revolution,  it  is  stated  that  in  1.775  many  suspicions  were  en- 
tertained of  combmations  in  favor  of  America,  and  upon  cer- 
tain hints  thrown  out,  ^Ir.  Sayre,  an  iVmerican,  and  a  banker 
in  London,  was  secured;  and  being  exammed  before  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  Lord  Rochford,  and  confronted  by  his  accuser, 
was  committed  to  the  Tower  for  higli  treason,  on  the  ridiculous 
charge  of  designing  to  seize  his  ^Majesty  at  noon-day  in  his 
passage  to  the  house  of  peers,  of  conveying  him  a  prisoner  to 
the  Tower,  and  afterwards  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  of  overturn- 
ing the  whole  form  of  government,  b?/  bribing  a  few  sergeants 
of  the  guards:''  I'dr.  rSayre  remained  may  years  after  in  Lon- 
don, engaged  in  speculation  and  commerce  ;  and  on  his  return 
to  America,  sealed  upon  a  j^hmtalion  Vvhicli  he  had  purchased 
upon  the  Delaware,  near  BorJcntown,  New  Jersey,  and  where 
ho  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  The  estate  of  j\Ir.  Sayre 
is  said  to  be  now  owned  by  Joseph  JiOnaparte.  ex-Emperor  of 
Spain  ;  and  upon  which  he  has  erected  a  splendid  and  expen- 
sive private  establishment. 

Li  the  History  of  the  Arts  of  Design  in  the  United  States, 
lately  published  by  Wilhani  Dunlap,  )'^s(p.iire,  honorable  men- 
tion  is  made  of  another  geiUleman,^Llso  a  native  of  this  town  ; 
and  which,  with  a  few  trilling  corrections  that  our  acquaint- 
ance with  tliis  person  enables  us  to  make,  we  take  the  liberty 
to  introduce  in  tliis  place. 

Natuamel  RuGi: lis  was  born  at-BriJgchamplon  in  177S. 


,odf  ^jr,?/  ,o.dv.f 
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His  Hulier.  John  T.  Rogers,  was  a  respectable  farmer  of  tl;at 
place;  and  the  subject  of  this  notice  has  the  honor  of  sprinirinL: 
from  the  same  class  of  citizens  that  gave  birth  to  "Wis?,  \\'riL:hi, 
Vanderlyn,  Fisher,  Mount,  and  a  long  list  of  Anicncan  artists, 
the  yeomanry  of  the  country.  His  mother  was  a  dau-jbt'  r  c  f 
the  Rev^  James  Brown,  minister  of  the  |jarish  for  near  Liiy 
3^ears,  and  grand-daugliter  of  the  Rev,  "Sh.  Prime,  iVu  rncr  n-ii- 
niste.r  of  Huntington.  The  father  of  Mr.  Rogers,  altliongh  th») 
owner  of  a  good  farm,  well  knew  it  would  not  answer  to  divid<t 
it  into  four  parts  ;  and  therefore,  after  giving  his  sons  a  goud 
education,  two  of  them  chose  a  mercantile,  and  the  other  a 
meciianical  employment.  Nathaniel  was  put  apprentice  to  a 
ship-builder  at  Hudson,  Vvdiere  he  served  his  master  as  clerk 
also ;  for  he  says  of  himself,  that  his  business  w^as  iu  ka  j)  t/n-. 
arcovnts,  pay  off  tlie  workmen ^  and  .<cri'c  out  the  ///'.■^.■' 
I>luch  of  the  time  he  was  employed  in  drafiing  and  m.-J. niLr 
models,  at  v/liich  he  exhibited  very  considi^rable  in^vnijity  '^\A 
skill.  In  about  a  year  atier  lie  was  wraindcd  by  n  ^  -v^  rr  rui 
in  the  knee,  which  disabled  him  from  labor,  and  rendvrM!  Insu 
no  longer  serviceable  to  Iiis  employer.  He  was  accerdin.-iy 
dismissed  from  liis  indentures,  and  returned  to  his  p;;:- •!!!•>' 
house,  v/liere  he  received,  of  course,  every  atlenti«*!i  {Iwa 
unfortunate  condition  required.  This  accid.  lU  h.is  s.*;.;,  tii.e' s 
been  playfully  mentioned  by  his  friends  as  the  mn>i  /,.-■  ■•..-:'.■ 
ciithii  ever  made.  But  it  may  with  propriety  be  M^j,;. 
that  a  due  exercise  of  the  same  energies  m  the  1 1;^!;!<  -s  cri-in- 
ally  intended,  might  have  procured  results  equally  :A\:x\.\:..  c- 
ous,  although  of  less  consequence  in  public  osiuiiati.^ii. 

Having  a  taste  for  drawing,  he  had  now  suiiicieiit  icisnn: 
and  opportunity  of  indulging  in  the  perusal  c,\  such  beioks  a.'i 
were  calculated  to  impart  information  ni  Ins  favorite  di  part- 
ment.  He  began  also  to  co])y  prints,  and  even  made  sumc 
slight  essays  at  designing.  I{is  physician.  ]  )r.  Samuel  IL  Rose^ 
possessed  a  mind,  education,  and  tcu^te.  that  rnight  in  some  siui- 
ations  have  gained  him  high  |)raisc,  and  was.  as  all  who  knew 
him  can  testify,  a  person  of  much  goodness  of  heart.  And 
seeing  and  sympathizing  with  the  suli'ering  boy,  he  sought  to 
amuse  him,  and  at  the  same  time  to  encourage  his  wishes,  by 
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presenting  him  a  few  pencils  and  a  box  of  colors.  The 
young  invaHd  felt  fresh  inspiration  at  this  nnexpected  good 
fortune,  and  soon  set  about  attempting  the  portraits  of  some  of 
his  more  intimate  acquaintance.    Although,  as  might  be  ex- 
pected, they  were  very  imperfect  performances,  yet  to  them 
they  appeared  as  wonderful  likenesses.    Going,  soon  after,  to 
New-York,  he  procured  an  introduction  to  Mr.  Howell,  an 
artist,  and  a  native  of  Long  Island,  by  whom  he  was  encourag- 
ed and  instructed.    Mr.  Howell,  however,  died  not  long  after, 
of  consumption.    Bogers  now  determined  within  himself  to  be 
a  painter,  but  his  more  prudent  father  considered  it  a  precarious 
undertaking,  and  one  in  which  to  obtain  mediocrity  only,  would 
be  equal  to  a  failure.    He  therefore  urged  his  son  to  fit  himself 
for  one  of  the  learned  professions,  frankly  offering  to  furnish 
the  means.    To  this  urgent  rccpiest  he  agreed,  and  was  accord- 
ingly placed  at  school  preparatory  to  entering  upon  the  study  of  a 
profession.   But  his  stroma  passion  for  the  fine  arts  still  haunted 
his  imagination,  and  portraits  and  pictures  flitted  occasion- 
ally across  his  tancy,  disturbing  the  regular  course  of  thought. 
On  a  visit  v.diich  he  made  about  this  time  to  some  friends  at 
Saybrook,  he  fairly  commencpd  the  business  of  a  portrait  paint- 
er, and  drew  some  tolerable  likenesses  of  several  of  his  ac- 
quaintance.   His  kind-henrted  parent  now  believing  that  he 
saw  more  solid  evidences  of  his  son's  ability  to  distinguish  him- 
self in  the  art,  gave  consent  i'or  him  to  begin  a  course  of  study  ; 
and  immediate  arrangements  were  made  with  Mr.  Wood  (at 
this  period  successt'ully  prosecuting  tlie  business  of  a  painter  in 
New- York).  For  this  kind  instructor  Rogers  has  ever  entertained 
feelings  of  gratitude  and  personal  kindness  ;  and  when  he  fell 
into  adversity,  was  both  able  and  willing  to  administer  to  his 
relief,  and  to  the  sincere  gr;itiiic,'aion  of  both.    The  young  as- 
pirant now  set  up  for  himself,  ;md  soon  found  employment;  so 
that  he  was  shortly  after  aide  to  transmit  a  low  bank  notes  to 
his  father,  with  a  special  rtquest  that  he  would  invest  ti.em  for 
him  to  tlie  best  advantage.    The  old  gentleman's  doubts  of  his 
son's  ultimato  success,  if  any  he  liad  at  this  time,  were  complete- 
ly dispelled,  aiid  his  former  anxiety  on  his  account  most  agree- 
ably relieved.    Wood  soon  after  removed  to  Philadelphia,  and 
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left  the.  field  open  to  Rogers.  His  business  increased,  and  his 
reputation  as  a  painter  continued  to  advance  until  he  oblanicd 
the  tirst  ranlv  in  miniature  painting.  His  incessant  application 
to  business  at  one  time  threatened  his  health,  but  i^y  liinely  re- 
laxation and  proper  care  he  iias  been  restored.  He  inrirri-..d  m 
ISIS  Caroline  Matilda,  daughter  of  Captain  Samuel  D-  ru-.n 
ofSagg  Harbor,  and  has  several  children  whom  he  has  educntt  d, 
having  saved  a  competent  independence  from  his  pro!civ'i'*ii. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  National  Academy,  and  no  Ioniser  jfur- 
sues  his  business,  except  as  an  occasional  amusement.  His 
character  and  conduct  through  life  are  worthy  the  imitation  of 
the  generation  of  young  artists  v.'ho  aspire  either  to  fame  or 
fortune. 

TOWN  OF  SHELTER  ISLAND, 

Is  situated  between  the  north  and  south  branches  of  !/)ni» 
Island,  at  the  eastern  extrennty  ol'Pcconic  Iby,  I  ouu^  d  1  y 
waters  on  the  north,  west,  and  south,  and  by  (  Jardmcr^  1*  \y  on 
the  east.    The  island  is  about  six  miles  long,  and  lour  hi' .;d 
in  the  widest  part;  containing  about  eight  thousand  acn.^,  divi- 
ded  into  several  farms.     The  number  of  family's  is  scvcfity, 
and  the  inhabitants  about  tbrce  hundred.    The  siirfT-e  is  m 
general  undulating,  and  covered  in  part  by  oak  and  other  tnn- 
ber.    The  soil  is  of  a  good  quality,  and  in  gen-jrid  \\  vl\  culiu 
vated.    There  are  some  ponds  of  fresh  water,  nnd  on<?  np'.>n 
the  southerly  side  of  the  island  covering  al)t!Ut  linr'.y  acrfs  of 
ground.    Peat  is  found  in  considerable  quaniiiy,  lui  h::s  hi- 
therto been  little  used.     The  shores  are  indLUlcd  by  cows  and 
small  bays,  and  their  edges  abound  with  salt  -r;i<s.    There  arc 
many  beautiful  sites  for  building,  :;nd  tiio  pr<..>p'jct  from  many 
points  is  various  and  picturesipie.    The  Indian  name  of  this 
island  is  ManJiansoxk-aha-qiishu-v  auiork^  moaning,  an  island 
skclUrcd  hy  islands.    It  was  the  residence  of  the  ,AIanhassct 
tribe,  and  the  place  where  liie  sachem  lived  is  still  called 
"  Sachem's  ISeck.*'     In  the  power  of  attorney  executed  by 
William  Alexander,  earl  of  Stirling,  to  James  Farrct,  authoriz- 
ing him  to  dispose  of  Long  Island,  he  was  at  liberty  to  select 
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for  his  own  use  twelve  thousand  acres,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  made  choice  of  this  and  Robins'  Island  in  Peconic  Bay,  both 
of  which,  on  the  ISth  of  May,  1641,  he  sold  to  Stephen  Good* 
year  of  New-Haven,  who,  on  the  9th  of  June,  1651,  conveyed 
the  same  to  Thomas  jMidd'cton,  Thomas  Rouse,  Constant  Syl- 
vester, and  Nathaniel  Sylvester,  for  sixlecii  hundred  iceighi 
cf  good  ■merchantable  Muscovado  sugar.  The  grantees  pro- 
cured an  immediate  connrmation  of  the  title  from  Yokcej  the 
Manhasset  Sachem,  and  iiis  chief  men,  and  who  covenanted 
and  agreed  at  the  snrne  time  to  ])h't  airay  all  their  dogs  :  and 
in  case  any  damage  V\'as  done  to  the  purchasers  by  them,  to 
make  a  proper  satisfaction  for  the  same  forthwith. 

Rouse  conve^^ed  his  quarter  part  of  the  island  to  John  Booth, 
who,  on  the  8th  of  May.  1656,  transferred  his  interest  to  Na- 
thaniel Sylvester.  The  latter,  on  the  12Lh  of  September,  1602~^ 
sold  a  portion  to  his  brother,  Conslant  Sylvester.  The  English 
having,  two  years  after,  made  the  conquest  of  New-York,  this 
island  came  of  course  under  tlie  jurisdiction  of  the  colonial  go- 
vernment; and  on  the  3ist  of  i\lay,  1666,  a  patent  of  confirma- 
tion of  the  purchase  from  the  agent  of  Lord  Stirling,  was  grant- 
ed by  Governor  Nicolls  to  the  then  owners,  Constant  and  Na- 
thaniel Sylvester,  their  heirs  and  assigns ;  they  yielding  and 
paying  annually  thereafter,  on  the  1st  day  of  May,  one  lamb, 
as  an  acknowledgment  to  the  Duke  of  York.  On  the  re-cap- 
ture of  New-York  by  th(i  iJiutch  in  1673,  Governor  Colve,  by 
a  formal  act  of  the  2Sth  of  A])ril,  1674,  confiscated  the  rights, 
whatever  they  miglit  be,  of  "^jliomas  IMiddleton  and  Constant 
Sylvester  as  public  enemies  ;  and  sold  the  same,  on  the  2Sth  of 
August  folio  wing, to  the  said  Xatiianiel  Sylvester  tor  five  hundred 
pounds,  taking  hisbond  for  the  same,  in  consequence  of  which  he 
became  sole  owner  of  the  island.  "Wlien  the  country  was  about 
to  be  restored  to  the  English  by  treaty,  and  the  governor  ex- 
pected soon  to  leave  New- York,  he  concluded  to  secure  the 
money  due  upon  the  bond ;  and  accordingly  despatched  u  vessel 
and  about  fifty  soldiers  to  the  island,  and  by  means  of  threats 
and  intimidation  compelled  Air.  Sylvester  to  pay  it,  which 
they  carried  oil. 

Nafeluiniel  Sylvester  had  five  sons,  Oihs,  Nathaniel,  Con- 
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Pf/er,  and  Benjamin  ;  of  who!n  succeeded  to  the 
ownership  of  the  island,  as  tenants  in  common  in  c<  jnal  parts. 
IS';ithanicl  afterwards  sold  his  interest  to  the  Havens'  fannly, 
and  settled  at  Rhode  Island,  where  he  died,  Icavin-x  a  son  by  i!ie 
ziame  of  Brinley  Sylvester.  Peter  and  IJenjamin  cuiivcyrd  to 
their  brother  Giles,  and  who,  dying  without  issue,  devised  ins 
estate  to  Vrilliam  Nicolls  of  Islip,  and  the  same  is  now  po-sv-ss- 
ed  by  the  children  of  the  late  Samuel  B.  Nicolls.  Brinley 
Sylvester  havinc^  acquired  title  to  a  portion  of  the  island,  part- 
ly by  purchase,  and  partly  by  devise  from  his  relations,  remov- 
ed here  in  1737,  and  erected  the  large  mansion-house  of  the 
Jate  General  Bering,  now  the  property  of  Samuel  S.  Gardiner, 
Es(j.  Brinley  Sylvester  died  here,  December  2  ith,  1752;  and  the 
property  descended  to  his  daughter,  wlio  intermarried  with 
Thomas  Dering,  an  eminent  merchant  of  Boston,  v.-iio  con.>».>- 
quently  removed  to  this  island,  whore  he  died,  leavini'-  lii>;  pro- 
perty to  his  two  sons,  Sylvester  and  Henry  P.  leering.  'I'h  lirst- 
named,  better  known  as  General  Dering,  married  a  dan-hterof 
NicoU  Havens,  and  who  still  survivi^<  her  husband.  Tiie  to! 'aw- 
ing is  a  copy  of  the  inscription  upon  the  tomb  of  General  Dcring: 

*'  Sacred  totlie  memory  of  Gciieral  Sylvuiter  Dorin^',  \i  hu  (.''•[■iini.^i 
this  life,  October  8iii,  1^-20,  airtd  ?ixiy-i.';.<-.  Ho  wvMM  a  s.uii.d  niA 
active  miitd  with  ardent  and  ex<  ii'...hiry  j^i'iy.  )!•-•  I. v.  J  i'  r 
liiuK^L'ir,  but  fur  the  comnuinily  arnun  l  iiiru.  Ho  wns  a  k.;  1  .  . 
ciUor  and  faithtul  tVit-nd.  The  prevallni.^  dispu^siion  i  f  '.--^  ;  .  .w. 
was  sympathy  for  the  distressed,  e.nd  c.jr'r"^j  M  ^in  : '  n  ■  :  r  t:  • 
relief  For  a  long  course  of  years  he  h'1]  v.n  iva  -.  i  .'.  ■  ■>  i'i  .ri.ij 
and  state,  and  died  lamented  aiid  beloved." 

Ilenry  P.  Derinp;  married  Miss  j-^osdicl:  of  Nevv  Lond  nriJ 
died  April  30th,  1S32,  leaving  a  widow  and  several  chiMren. 
He  was  born  here  July  3d,  1703,  and  removed  to  Sa-g  HarfMitr, 
where  he  held,  for  a  great  number  (if  years,  the  oilicys  of  {>ost. 
master  and  collector  of  the  customs  for  tint  port,  and  until 
the  time  of  his  death.  Few  men  had  a  more  extensive  ac- 
quaintance, or  obtained  and  enjoyed  through  life  a  more  envi- 
able share  of  public  confidence  and  esteem. 

The  Hon.  Jonathan  N.  Havens  was  the  sou  of  Nicoll  Ha- 
veus.  and  born  here  in  175S.  He  graduated  at  Yale  College 
in  1777.     lu  17SG  he  was  elected  to  the  assembly  of  this 
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State,  and  continued  in  that  body  many  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  convention  that  adopted  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  in  1778.  He  was  a  representative  in  the  fifth 
congress,  and  remained  in  tliat  body  till  his  death  in  1799. 
The  character  of  this  distinguished  man  is  briefly  summed  up 
in  the  following  inscription  upon  his  tomb : 

**  Erected  to  ihe  memory  of  Jonathan  Nicoll  Havens,  Esq.,  repre- 
sentative in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  He  was  esteemed 
by  a  numerous  acquaiistance,  as  a  man  of  superior  talents  and  eru- 
dition; a  }>hil(>sopluM-,  stntLsman,  and  patriot ;  and  died,  greatly  la- 
mented, October '2.3,  1799,  in  the  forty-second  year  of  his  a^^e." 

The  following  epitaphs  arc  copied  from  head-stones  in  the 
Shelter  Islandburial-ground,  and  are  remarkablefor  the  singular 
contrast  they  exhibit,  in  the  last  solemn  act  of  the  deceased: 

"  In  Meniory  o  f 
Benjamin  Conklini^,  wh<>  died  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1826,  ag-ed  eighty-two.  It  is 
but  justice  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Conk- 
ling  to  say  tliat  he  was  an  obliging 
neighbor;  in  his  habits  inda.btrious, 
in  his  dealings  honest.  He  iib(  rally 
aided  the  cause  of  virtue  ar.d  r<Ji;:ii'ri, 
and  in  his  last  moments  bc(|i:eathfd  a 
large  proportion  of  iiis  ]  ri.«[-(Tiy  to  the 
Presbyterian  ch;uc]i  and  <Mii:r- gation 
of  Shelter  Island,  for  t!io  -upj>art  of  the 
gospel." 


"  Li  MiViory  of 
Siiadrach  Conkliiig,  wiio  died  Jan- 
uary 23d,  lS-27,  aged  eighty-eight* 
Mr.  Conkling  possessed  a  sound  mind 
and  excellent  understanding,  andv/asa 
firm  j>atriot,  a  good  neighbor,  charitable 
and  strictly  moral.  He  owned,  at  tJie 
time  of  his  decease,  a  large  estate,  whicli 
lie  bequeathed  to  liis  relations,  who 
were  all  very  poor,  and  among  whom 
were  seven  orphan  children.  Posterity 
will  decide  upon  the  wisdom  manifested 
in  the  disposition  of  the  estates  of  these 
two  brothers." 


By  some  conventional  aixrcenient  in  former  times  between  the 
proprietors  of  tiiis  island  ;\nd  tlie  people  of  Southold.  the  con- 
cerns of  the  island,  so  far  as  ihey  were  of  a  public  nature,  were 
transacted  in  the  town-meoiHigs  iit;ld  at  Southold.  Tliis  snlli- 
ciently  appears  from  ins{.v."Cling  the  records  of  that  town,  and 
accounts  for  the  circunistanc<!  of  there  being  no  town  records 
previous  to  the  year  1730,  when  tlie  fust  town-meeting  was 
held,  and  an  entry  made  thereof  in  the  following  words  : 

At  a  town  meeting  held  this 
day, — William  Nicolls  was 
chosen  supervisor  ;  John  Ha- 
{  vens  and  Samuel  Hudson, 
assessors;  Edward  Havens, 
collector;  and  Edward  Gil- 
man,  clerk.'*' 


«  Precinct  of  Shelter  hland, 
April  7,  1730. 
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The  male  inhabitants  of  the  town  at  this  time,  of  full  ai:e, 
were  as  Ibllows  : 

%Vil!i;uti  Nicolls,  Edv/ard  Havens,  Noah  Tuihil!, 

Jiilin  Havens,  Samuel  Vail,  Sylvrsf^^r  L' 1  uinimcil.'ii, 

Sainiiei  Hudson,  Thomas  Conkling-,  Henry  Hav.  u<?, 

G<;or2-e  Havens,  Edward  Gihnan,  Sanuiel  Ilupkiiis, 

Eliiha  Payne,  Brinley  Sylvester,  John  Bowduoh, 

Joel  Bowditch,  JonuLlian  Havens,  Daniel  Erov.  ri. 

Abraham  Parker,  Joseph  Havens, 

The  first  church  was  erected  by  the  Presbyterians  in  1733, 
the  funds  for  defra^'ing  the  expense  of  which,  were  collected 
upon  tfie  island  and  the  adjacent  towns.  It  was  taken  down 
in  1S16,  wlien  the  present  church  was  erected  upon  the  same 
spot.  They  have  had  a  settled  clergyman  here  for  sliort  ]  I'riods 
only,  and  at  long  intervals. 

Daring  the  revolution  this  island  was  stripped  of  its  wvod 
for  liie  use  of  the  Britisli  army  and  navy;  and  great  injiny 
was  committed  upon  the  property  of  the  inhahit.uits,  iDo.t  of 
v\diom,  if  not  all,  were  decided  and  active  Whigs,  and  uf  cotirM; 
had  no  reason  to  expect  any  tavor  or  indulgence  fro'n  the  j)uL)1ic 
enemy.  The  grovvth  of  timber  is,  however,  very  rapid,  and 
vast  quantities  have  since  been  dii>|)osed  of  by  the  owners. 
Few  tracts  of  land  are  better  adapted  for  farming  pnrp-'cs.  Vind 
especially  for  the  raismg  of  stock  and  grv'iin.  JIain  Island  go 
called)  lies  upon  the  north-east  side  of  Siu'her  Is'aiid.  yiud  is 
now  connected  with  it  liy  a  narrow  strand  of  alluvi-i!  |.>rn:a!ion. 
It  is  owned  by  Mr.  Thomas  Tuthillj  and  contaisiN  ;.houi  Umr 
hundred  acres  of  moderately  good  land.  The  surface  i*-  r-oiigh, 
and  has  generally  been  appropriated  f->r  the  pa.siuriiig  of  .s"n.-ep, 
a  business  heretofore  found  very  profitable.  An  act  lor  the  es- 
tabhshuient  of  a  ferry  between  this  town  and  Snuihold  has  l-eui 
passed,  and,  when  carried  into  ellect,  will  ficiluate  and  increase 
the  travel  from  one  branch  of  Long  Island  to  the  other. 

TOWN  OF  SOUTHOLD. 


This  town  occupies  tlie  north  branch  of  Long  Island,  and 
inchules  the  peiunsula  of  Oyster  Ponds,  Phimb  Island,  the  two 
Gull  Islands,  and  Fislicr's  Island  in  the  Sound,  and  Robin  3 
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Island  in  Peconic  Bay.  It  is  bounded  west  by  Riverhead, 
north  and  east  by  the  Sound,  and  south  by  the  bay  which 
separates  this  town  from  Southampton  and  Shelter  Island.  Its 
length,  from  the  west  bounds  to  Oyster  Ponds  Point,  is  about 
twenty-three  miles,  and  its  greatest  breadth  four  miles.  The 
Indian  name  of  this  town  is  Yc/nfccock,  and  was  purchased 
from  the  Corchougs,  a  tribe  that  possessed  this  part  of  the  is- 
land, in  the  summer  of  1G40.  Most  of  the  first  planters  were 
originally  from  Hingham,  in  Norfolk,  England :  and  came  here 
by  the  way  of  New-Mavon.  The  Rev.  John  Youngs,  who  had 
been  a  preacher  in  England,  was  their  leader.  He  organized 
a  church  at  rsew-llaven,  and  tlioy,  with  otiiers  willing  to  ac- 
company them,  commenced  the  seUlement  of  this  town.  The 
principal  men  among  them  !)esidcs  iVIr.  Youngs,  were  William 
Wells,  Barnabas  llorton,  TiiouKis  Mapes,  John  Tuthill,  and 
Matthias  Corwin.  The  governor  of  New-Haven,  Theophilus 
Eaton,  and  the  authorities  there,  had  not  only  aided  the  first 
settlers  in  their  negotiations  about  the  purchase  of  the  soil,  but 
actually  took  the  conveyance  in  their  own  names,  and  exercised 
a  limited  control  over  the  territory  for  several  years,  which 
eventually  occasioned  some  dissatisfaction  among  the  inha- 
bitants. The  civil  and  ecclesiastical  concerns  of  the  settlement 
were  conducted  in  a  siniilar  manner  with  the  other  plantations 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  New-1  lavcn.  AH  government  was  re- 
puted to  be  in  the  church,  and  none  were  admitted  to  the  entire 
privileges  of  freedom,  or  Ircc  burgesses  as  they  were  called,  ex- 
cept church  members ;  a  curt  v/ns  in  like  manner  instituted, 
which  was  authorize  d  to  hcu-  and  determine  all  causes,  civil  and 
criminal,  and  whose  dt^cisions  wcrv  to  be  according  to  tlie  laws 
of  God  as  contained  in  the  iioly  scriptures.  In  the  general 
court  (or  town  meeting),  consisting  also  of  church  members, 
was  transacted  the  ordinary  business  of  the  plantation.  In  these, 
orders  were  made  in  relation  to  the  division  of  lands,  the  en- 
closure or  cultivation  of  common  fields,  the  regulation  of 
fences,  highways,  and  lire  time  and  manner  of  permitting  cat- 
tle and  sheep  to  go  at  large  upon  t!it  common  lands  ;  and  such 
further  measures  as  v/ere  recjuired  for  the  mutual  defence  of 
the  settlement  from  hostile  attacks,  on  every  side.    One  of  the 
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first  ordinances  required  every  man  to  i)rovide  liimseif  witli 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  to  assemble  at  an  appointed  phice, 
whenever  warned  so  to  do,  under  a  certain  penalty  lur  nci^tcci 
in  any  of  these  respects.  The  plantation  made  early  provisi-.n 
for  the  education  of  childrenj  the  preservation  of  good  li]  'raSs, 
and  the  support  of  religion.  A  committee  was  apjioiu;.  d  t.> 
regulate  the  admission  of  new  settlers,  and  no  one  could  L-o- 
come  an  inhabitant  without  their  approbation  ;  and  no  planter 
could  sell  or  let  his  house  or  land  to  a  stranger,  but  only  to 
such  as  were  approved  by  the  said  committee,  under  a  heavy 
penalty.  The  plantation  found  it  not  only  difficult,  but  at- 
tended with  great  and  serious  embarrassment,  to  enforce  rii^-iilly 
the  rule  of  the  jurisdiction  excluding  all  but  church  me!ii[Hjr.s 
from  voting  at  elections  ;  and  having  in  this  respect  iiifra.'p  d 
U[>on  its  severity,  the  jurisdiction  of  New-Haven,  iji  ITjis.  t-^.-ni 
over  a  dcleg;itioa  of  their  principal  men  to  consult  upuji  i!ic 
necessity  and  importance  of  keejiing  the  govcrinueni  lu  'die 
liaiids  of  -  Gods  Ehct.''  The  consequence  vs^as,  thai  \\w  x^ww 
agreed,  in  future,  to  conform  faithfully  to  the  lav/s  of  the  luris- 
diction  in  this  respect.  The  law  here  referred  to,  was  {Isat 
adopted  in  the  year  1013,  which,  being  somewhat  curit^iSj  Lr. 
here  presented  to  the  reader  : 

"At  a  General  Court,  held  at  N'jw-Uavcn  for  tli-j  Jui-ii-ji.:;  .n,  th;  j:;!!  of 
Ociol>er,  lol3. 

Present. 

I^Ia^i  strata.  '  />;■;.'•  ■. 

Theopiillus  Eaton,  Governor.  George  Lanibcrti.!!  i  .^^  ;>,%,»,vjl  v.  d 

Stephen  Goodyear,  Deputy.    >  H.  H.     ISathanicl  Tun;-:;-  ) 
Tiionias  Gregson.  3  John  Asiw.  -  !  y  ,  j.  \t. 

"Willian;  Fov/Itr.  )     ,  John  6h..rnian  ^ 

EimundTapp.     S^^'  WiUiani  I.  .i-  j,r  Cunlf  .nj. 

Thurston  Raynor,  S.  Sanm.'!  1  )i  V: >'n  :h  S 

Thoraas  Fugil!,  Sec.  )       ^  Hiohanl  G.l^icr.U.vc  }  Stani(l.rd. 

Tno.  Kimbcrly,  Marshall.  5  Ji^hn  AV  hiua-.re.  S 

I.  It  was  agreed  and  concluded,  as  a  fiuKiajneatal  order  not  to  be  disputed  or 
questioned  hereafter,  thatt  none  siiall  be  a<iiiiHt>.d  i(»  be  free  Burgesses  ia  uiy  of 
the  Plantations  witlunthis  Juris/lietion  ior  t!ie  fulure,  but  such  l^lanters  as  arc 
niemliers  of  some  or  ot}i<-r  of  the  pripr<n,d  Churclies  in  New  England;  nor  shaii 
.Hny  but  huch  free  Buriccss-  s  hwc  uny  vote  in  any  Election  (the  six  present  free- 
men Rtt  ?vTiIf(,Tde  enjoying  ihf  Eib,.rty  witli  the  Cautions  agreed.)  Nor  shall 
any  power  or  trust  in  the  ord-  x'.wz.  of  any  Civil!  AlTayres  be  attany  time  put  iiJo 
lii-^  hands  of  any  o'h'-r  tlu'.n  auch  Cluu  ch  nuiabers  ,  though  as  free  Planters  al! 
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have  ri?;ht  to  ihcir  Inheritancu  and  to  conimcrcc,  according  to  such  Grams, 
■  Orders,  and  Lawes  as  shall  be  made  concerning-  the  same. 

II.  All  such  free  Buri^.jsses  shall  have  power  in  each  To^vn  ande  Plantatiim 
within  this  Jurisdiction  to  chuse  fitt  anfj  a'ole  ni'-'u  from  amongst  thcnise:\cs 
(being  Ciiurch  niemhcrs  as  exprcssni  before)  to  be  t'he  Ordinary  Judges  to  heare 
and  determine  all  infcriour  Causes,  wther.  Civill  or  Criminal;  provided  thatt  no 
Civill  Cause  to  be  iryed  in  any  of  the  Planiation  Courts  in  value  exceed  •20j. 
ande  that  the  punishmout  of  such  Criminals  according  to  tiic  miiide  of  God  re- 
vealed in  his  word  touching  such  offences  doe  not  exceed  Stocking  and  Whip- 
ping, or  if  the  iine  be  pecuniary  thatt  it  exceed  not  f.ve  pounds,  in  v/ch.  Court  tiie 
magistrate  or  mairistratrs,  if  any  be  chosen  by  tlif  free  Burgesses  of  tlie  Jurisdic- 
tion for  tliatt  Piania'.iiui,  shad  sirt  and  assist  v/i'di  due  respect  to  their  place,  ande 
sentence  shall  pass  accordini;  t«»  the  vote  of  the  majur  parte  of  each  such  Courte, 
onely  if  the  panyes  or  any  of  thi-m  be  nott  s  itisfyed  v/th.  the  Justice  of  such 
sentences  or  Executions,  ai'pcals  or  conipla}'nts  may  be  made  from  ande  agaynst 
these  Courts  to  the  Courts  uf  Mazistraies  fur  the  whole  Jurisdiction. 

nr.  All  free  BargL-sses  in  ih-  Juri'^dictioa  shall  have  a  vote  in  the  Election  of 
Magistrates,  wliether  Goverii"ur,  Drj-uty  Governour  or  other  iN'lagistrates,  with 
a  vote  for  Treasurer,  Secretary  and  Marshall,  &c.  for  the  Jurisdiction,  and  for 
the  ca^-e  of  such  Dyrgessoo,  ande  e-p..<uaily  in  remote  plantations  they  may  vote 
by  proxi  by  sending  in  tin  ir  v^ai  s,  v.-hich  votes  shall  be  sealed  in  the  presence  of 
the  free  Burgesses,  an;i  t!ie  fi  e  Bm-j-  iTsts  may  chuse  for  each  plantation  as  many 
INIagistrates  as  the  situatiiri  n(  All.tvri-s  ma.y  n  quire,  and  no  plantation  shall  be 
left  destitute  of  Magistraics  if  th-y  tit  ^ire  one  chosen  out  of  those  in  church  fel- 
lowship with  them. 

lY.  All  the  Magistrates  fir  the  v/holc  Jurisdiction  shall  meete  twice  a  yeare 
att  New-IIavcn  on  the  IS'cnday  innnoiliately  before  the  sitting  of  the  two  fixed 
General  Courts  luTcafi'-r  iar.:;iiMir(i_  to  k(  ep  a  court  called  a  court  of  Alagistracy 
for  the  tryall  of  wcihriity  a;.  !  •  c  ipii  I'i  causes,  whether  civill  or  crirninall,  above 
those  submiiled  to  the  ordiriary  :a  in  the  particular  plantations,  and  to  receive 
and  try  appeals  brought  ic»  tiu  in  (vmi  the  Plantation  courts,  and  to  call  the  inha- 
bitants, whether  free  Bur„'-  s-  ■■ ,  Ui  PlanUrs  or  others,  to  account  forthe  breach 
of  any  laws  establisiicd,  a  lid  far  v^thr  r  uusil'-rnra.nnurs,  and  to  censure  them  ac- 
cording to  their  oiTence.  I..ess  u;-v.\  four  Mairlsuates  shall  nott  compose  a  court  ; 
but  it  is  required  and  etreel'-d  all  ilur  M a-i«;tratrs  to  attcndeof  the  Jurisdiction. 
If  not  present,  they  shall  be  liable  lo  a  tlno  of  I'l's.  unless  excused  on  account  of 
God's  Providence  preveirdrg.  An|"  d.s  aud  rpmplaints  can  be  made  from  this  to 
the  General  Court  as  th'-  hist  r.  > -rt.  B^->iksthe  Platuation  Courts  ande  the 
Court  of  MaiTistratcs,  t!:.  r  -  l  -  a     n.  i.d  C(n)rt  fur  the  jurisdictitm,  wducli 

shall  consist  of  tlie  Govornnur  au  i  !h<;  Ma'.^i,strates  within  the  Jurisdiction, 
and  two  di'puties  for  every  p!an!atira  in  lia  Jurisiii-uion  to  be  chosen  previously. 
This  court  shall  sit  at  Ncw-llav.  ii  l>vi<  e  cv<  ry  year,  viz.  on  the  first  Wednesday 
of  April  and  the  last  Wedn-  s  lay  in  Q.-toijcr,  at  the  last  of  which  th",  ofheers  for 
the  ensuing  year  shall  be  ch  ^sen.  The  Gov.  rnour,  or  in  his  absence,  the  Deputy 
GoV(;rnoT!i-,  slial!  have  p'»wer  to  s'luwi'.on  a  GvO'-ral  ('ourt  at  any  other  time,  and 
no  one  bf  ion-rinc;  to  the  court  >iia!l      ;ins''iit  on  ].oiu'diy  of  "iOs.  fine. 

V.  The  court -siiul!,  wuli  all  care  and  di!!i.^  :!.' ■,  provide  for  the  maintainancc  ot 
the  parity  of  R'  liL;i"n,  and  suj.^ the  ruii(r.-ry.  according  to  their  best  liir^'t- 
from  iliC  word  ofG'.xi,  and  by  tiK-  advia;  of  t!i.'  Iili  vers  and  churches  in  llic  juris- 
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diction  so  far  as  it  might  concern  the  civill  power.  :ld.  Thin  crnirt  shr»!!  hivo 
p-fA'cr  to  make  and  repeal  lawes,  and  lo  require  ihtur  exeoutir>ri  while  in  forr-'  iu-dl 
th'"?  si-voral  plantations.  3d.  To  impose  an  oath  upon  iill  die  Mn  .'i^'.r.itt  s,  t  *  cwl 
thcfn  10  account  for  breach  of  Lawes,  and  to  censure  them  .icv  oi  o.k::  t  ■•  i  u.-c  ; 
lo  se:t!e  and  icTie  rates  and  contribution  of  the  Plantatioiss  for  th'  \  .1 s  rwc-, 
&ui  to  heare  and  determine  causes,  whetiier  civill  or  criinina!!  ;  th.  y  to  ;  ;  ■  •  J 
C'-cordin^  to  the  Scriptures,  which  is  the  rule  of  all  ri^litcau:>  Ki\vt  >  w-u  ;  v 
Nothing  shall  pass  as  an  act  without  the  consent  of  tiie  majcnty  tif  O.v  i: 
trates  and  of  the  majority  of  the  Deputies.  In  the  General]  Court  shull  be  cnJ 
reside  the  supreme  power  of  the  Jurisdiction." 

The  difficulties  and  discontents  that  arose  from  the  control 
which  the  colony  of  New-Haven  claimed  to  exercise  over  the 
lands  of  this  town,  made  it  necessary,  at  a  subsequent  period,  to 
send  over  agents  from  time  to  time  to  negotiate  upon  the  sub- 
ject; and,  in  consequence  of  which,  the  following  procoeJing 
took  place  at  New-Haven  in  1640  : 

"  At  a  General  Court  held  at  New-Haven  for  tlie  JurijJio'tior..  ihr;  llo-h  Mny, 
IhWh  The  iVrL-s.nea  of  Southoki  desired  that  the  purcii;s.?c  uf  th<  ir  j  1  .  n 
lai^'lit  be  rna.ie  over  to  Ineni.  Tin,-  court  told  ilu  m  tii  it  th-  y  ai.-  i'\  t  -  i  .  -.e 
orcr  to  tliern  what  right  they  have,  t-ith  'rby  a  do-d  or  by  ;>ri  nrt  va  »•  i.r'  i  .  .i 
might  stand  upon,  to  ffree  them  from  all  future  ciayinvs  U\>^)\  ihcfji' ^  ;\ <  r  .  s  y 
under  them,  as  thcuselves  upon  due  eun.sidrralion  shall  prMji^jiii^d  o:  !•  ;-.rc.  Mr. 
Weils  being;  questioned  about  some  latid  he  had  r'^''.iv< . i  cf  - .  i^.  u.i;  =  !;i 
Long  Island  by  v.'ay  of  l;!^,  in  wlncli  Mr.  <.)u'..ll  of  Si>(u!!:mi!' '-on  !.-i:h  a  r  \it, 
and  h;!nsch\hd  draw  a  deed,  wherein  the  land  was  p:is  .(  i  »)\  .'r  iV.nn  th*  !..  '.•.(.?» 
to  them,  wiiich  is  contrary  to  an  (^rd-  r  made  in  il.'.'*  .Iiir!-,  iir'.i  n.  Aj:  *t 
which  c.trria;:e  the  court  sli'-wed  their  liisljke.  I'u;  Mr.  \Vi:  -  i!  ai'V.  1  •  •  -ir 
the  court  t'uily  resign  up  all  his  interest  in  tint  l  in  i  to       j        .  a:  I  v.  ,:i 

be  ready  to  give  a  deed  to  declare  it  wh-.n  it  sh-iU  he  :   n  .1  '  !    !  ;.:  :;  N!r. 
Youngs  informed  the  court  that  they  at  Sonthoiil  had,     •  :  1.^  •  !  ■    r'  r,  j 
chased  a  plantation  westward  fron\  the  Suntho'.d.  ril'i'U"  f;.     i  h  :  . 

which,  by  the  best  information  they  can  gut,  are  know.-i  lu  i-:  'i  •  -  '     <        ;»  .  f 
that  land,  called  by  the  name  oC M/^t'^uck  and  A'ji'nht.i.'i' ,  ;•■  \  i  .    i  r  t!  '  ;r 
dicfion  of  Nev/-IIaven  and  Connecticut;  v.  hieh  purohr-.-'-  >         ^•      ■■  .     ;  : 
fix  pounds  six  shillings  ;   the  particulars  how  it  nriM'-\  h'li.  •  <  •  1;:; 

deed,  which  they  desired  might  be  rei^iyd  ;  anJ  aci-'>;  i.,..  y  ;  •   'I    .-  a-  r 
an  order  from  the  court,  and  did  pay  it  to  tii         L  h- ■..  .      I.-.   ::t  i:;u.i  li  i  :  1 
spoke  of  another  purchase  that  was  made,  but  d;d  not  ,;iv<;  f^jil  information  !;or  a 
ptrfect  account  thereof" 

"  At  a  general  court  held  at  New-Haven  for  the  Jurisdiction, 
tlie  2d  of  May,  165S,  the  dejmties  of  Suuthoh.)  propounded  the 
desire  of  tlieir  town  to  re  purcliase  of  tlie  jurisdiction  a  parcel 
of  land  called  Matlat)trk  and  Afjuahoiilce^  which  the  court  con- 
sidering, by  vote  declared  tliat  tlie  paymg  seven  pounds,  in 
S'ood  pat/,  the  said  lami  is  thei?^\^,  which  was  accepted  by  the 
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deputies."  And  a^rain  :  "  At  a  o;pnera]  court  of  the  same  juris- 
diction, held  the  25ili  of  May,  1659,  Mr.  Wakeman  acknow- 
ledged seven  pounds  received  from  the  deputies  of  Southold  for 
the  land  re-purchased  by  them, called  ^lattatuck  and  Aquabouke, 
hut  being  paid  in  ya//ipum,  Mr.  Wells  undertook  to  answer 
the  damao-e  that  he  should  sustain  by  it." 

Immediately  after  the  reception  of  the  charter  granted  by 
Charles  I[.  to  Conneciicut,  in  1(362,  and  v/ith  which  New-Ha- 
ven was  now  associated,  tliey  claimed  a  complete  civil  juris- 
diction over  the  ]*'ngiish  towns  upon  this  island  ;  and  the  gen- 
eral court  at  Hartford  took  upon  themselves  the  appointing  of 
all  officers  in  the  said  towns,  not  permitted  by  the  charter  to  he 
chosen  by  the  people  :  and  to  make  this  exercise  of  authority 
the  more  acceptable,  the  towns  were  empowered  to  elect  de- 
puties to  represent  thein  in  the  general  couit.  This  union 
with  that  ^colony  continued  till  the  conquest  in  1664,  when  it 
was  reluctantly  abandoned,  but  was  hastily  renewed  on  the  re- 
capture of  New-York  by  the  Dutch  in  1673.  The  Dutch  go- 
vernor undertook  to  reduce  ihcrn  to  obedience,  but  by  the  in- 
terterence  of  Connecticut  it  was  prevented;  and  at  the  restora- 
tion of  New-York  in  Kw  -l,  several  tov.ms  v/ere  found  attached 
to  Connecticut,  and  which  tliey  were  most  anxious  to  continue. 
They  sent  deputies  over  to  solicit  their  co-operation,  and  on 
the  13th  of  June,  1671,  this  town,  in  conjunction  with  South 
and  EasthamptoU;  agreed  to  p-^liiion  the  king  for  permission  to 
remain  under  the  juri.-dic'.irin  of  Connecticut.  But  Sir  Ed- 
mond  Andross,  tlie  new  governor,  took  effective  measures  to 
oblige  them  to  submit  to  his  authority. 

In  the  year  1619  the  Indians  in  the  vicinity,  who  had  been 
heretofore  friendly,  exhihit^'d  a  hostile  disposition,  committed 
many  outrages  against  this  town  and  Southampton,  and  even 
perpetrated  one  or  more  murders.  It  was  therefore  resolved  to 
keep  watch  and  ward,  and  to  apply  to  New-Haven  for  assist- 
ance and  protection.  Tii'^y  were  again  troublesome  m  1657; 
but  no  considerable  couibination  seems  to  have  been  entered 
into,  to  interrupt  the  p"ace  of  the  settlenjent. 

The  individual  comiiussioned  by  the  Governor  in  1674  to 
demand  the  return  of  the  town  to  his  authority,  was  Silvester 
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Salisbury,  afterwards  high  sheriif  of  Yorkshire.  On  hi.^  r.rri- 
val  hcre,  he  addressed  the  following  notice  to  the  inhuLitants 
of  the  town,  whom  he  caused  to  be  assembled  for  the  purpose  : 

"  December  10,  IGT-i.  Gentlemen — Know  yee,  that  I  am  cnipoweTf  ii  l  y  vc  i  n- 
oured  Governor  of  New- York,  to  receive  the  return  of  tliis  ]i\,\vt  into  ihc  i-...!'. .  isy 
of  New- Yorke,  and  the  government  thereof,  pursuant  to  JM.N'.-sty  .t  t  x  .^ii 
g-raints  to  his  Royall  Hi^hnesse  ye  Duke  of  Yorke.  Vv  hrcupon  I  d  -;  a:c 
to  all,  that  I  doe  receive  and  accept  of  ye  return  and  surrender  of  this  {>!a;>;  fr  rn 
under  ye  collony  of  Connecticut,  by  whose  protection  they  have  been  si:ci!rnl 
from  ye  Dutch  ijivasion,  unto  the  obedience  of  his  Royall  Highnesse.  As  yf>\- 
ness  my  hand  at  Souihold  the  day  and  year  above  sayd. 

"Slt.VE.STER  SALIsnURV." 

The  charter  of  Connecticut  before  mentioned  was  similar  in 
many  of  its  provisions  to  the  constitution  which  the  people  of 
the  province  had  previously  formed  for  themselves  in  IG;>1I, 
before  their  arrival  in  the  town  ;  and  was  therefore  little  more 
than  a  development  of  the  same  general  principles. 
t-  It  was  the  [iberal  spirit  of  this  charter,  arid  the  protr  cnon  li 
afforded  to  civil  and  religious  liberty,  which  incre;LS(  d  tiie  tmx- 
iety  of  the  eastern  toums  to  preserve  their  union  with  ( 'onruM-- 
ticut.  And  although  Long  Island  was  not  expressly  nani-^d  in 
the  charter  as  a  part  of  the  territory  included  williin  the  juris- 
diction of  that  province,  yet  the  names  of  some  of  the 
trates  of  Soutliold  were  inserted  amonij  tho^-e  appnmt*.*d  to  ad- 
minister the  government.  This  circurnst.inci\  m  ^vldiiuui  in  s 
clause  in  the  charter  annexing  t!ic  islands  rvij.tr^  iit'"  lo  ('"U- 
necticut,  furnished  a  very  plausible  pretext  lor  the 
jurisdiction  over  Long  Island.  It  was  probr-J'-'y  i  y  the  ccn- 
sent,  if  not  at  the  instance  of  Southold  and  <'r.'-'ouih  mvl  il-^^l- 
hampton,  that  Connecticut  set  up  a  construrtion  of  ]v'v  rh^^iu  r, 
which,  if  it  could  have  been  maintained,  v.-ouid  hiu  e  eiii'  raced 
all  the  English  towns,  and  consequently  r<.!l  tbt- oiJu  r  t-nvn?  af- 
ter the  conquest.  The  following  proceedings  at  ilariford  re- 
late to  this  matter : 

"At  a  general  court  held  at  Hartford,  tlic  12th.  of  i\Iay,  166-1, 
it  is  declared  that  they  claim  Long  Island  as  one  of  tlie  '  adja- 
cent islands^  expressed  in  the  charter,  except  a  precedent  right 
doth  appear,  approved  by  his  ^M.sjesty."  And  afterwards  again, 
on  the  ITth  of  Noveml  er,  1074,  the  inhabitants  of  Southold 
being  legally  convened  in  town  meeting,  they  resolved  as  fol- 
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lows  :  "  We  doe  uiiaaiinoasly  declare  and  owrie  that  we  are  at 
this  present  time  under  the  government  of  his  Majesty's  colony 
of  Connecticut,  and  are  desirous  so  to  continue.''  And  on  the 
arrival  of  Governor  Andross,  and  after  being  reluctantly  obliged 
to  submit  to  his  autliority,  they  refused  for  some  time  to  apply 
for  or  accept  a  patent  of  confirmation  for  their  lands.  Nor  did 
they  in  fact  acquiesce  until  his  Excellency  threatened  to  dis- 
franchise them,  and  to  treat  them  as  enemies,  contumaciously 
refusing  to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  their  lawful  sovereign. 
Upon  this  tliey  consented  to  receive  a  patent,  and  one  was  ac- 
cordingly issued  on  the  31st  day  of  October,  1676,  in  Vvhich 
the  following  persons  v/cre  named  as  patentees,  to  wit :  Isaac 
Arnold,  justice  of  the  peace;  Captani  John  Youngs,  Joshua  Hor- 
ton,  constable,  and  Barnabas  llorton,  Benjamin  Youngs,  Samuel 
Glover,  and  Jacob  Corey,  overseers  of  tiie  poor,  for  and  on  behalf 
of  themselv'es  and  their  associates,  tlie  freeholders  and  inhabitants 
of  said  town.  The  lands  included  in  the  patent  are  described  as 
"  bounded  on  tlie  west  to  a  certain  river  or  creek  called  the 
Wading  Creek,  in  the  Indian  tongue  PaifqiLacimisKck,  and  to 
the  eastward  by  Plum-Gut,  together  with  the  islands  thereto 
belonging;  on  the  north  side  with  tlie  Sound  or  North  Sea; 
and  on  the  south  with  an  arm  of  the  sea  or  river  which  runneth 
up  between  Southiunpton  land  unto  a  certain  creek  which 
fresh  water  runneth  into,  call'.'d  m  English  the  lled-Creek,  by 
the  Indians  To-  Yang's  ;  togothi'r  with  the  snid  creek  and  mea- 
dows belontriuo:  therewith,  so  runhino-  on  a  straiirht  line  from  the 

O       O  •  -J  o 

head  of  the  afore-mentioned  ircsli  water,  to  the  head  of  the  small 
brook  that  runneth  into  the  creek  called  Ihiiiquacuinsiu-k,  in- 
cludins"  all  the  necks  of  land  and  islands  within  the  aforesaid 
described  bounds  and  limits."'  On  the  27  th  of  December  next 
following,  the  patentees  by  deed,  which  is  duly  recorded,  re- 
leased to  the  town  tlie  interest  acquired  by  the  patent. 

Robins  IslcDid,  is  situated  m  Peconic  Bay,  nearly  opposite 
the  village  of  Mattetnck  ;  and  contains  four  hundred  acres  of 
land,  much  of  which  is  covered  with  timber,  and  the  remain- 
der used  f)r  pasture  and  cultivation.  Tins  island  was  a  part 
of  the  lands  made  choice  of  by  tiie  agent  of  Lord  Stirling  for 
his  own  use,  and  v/as  conveyed,  with  Shelter  Island,  to  Thomas 
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Oo^ndyeare,  in  the  year  1641.  In  the  American  revolution  it 
v.-;t5  a  ])art  of  the  estate  of  Major  Parker  Vv  ickhani,  which  by 
hLs  attainder  was  confiscated,  and  was  afterwards  purchased  of 
the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  by  the  late  Mr,  L'Homnicdien, 
by  udiose  executors  it  was  conv^cyed  to  the  present  owners. 
More  than  twenty  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  wood  has  been 
sold  off  within  a  few  years. 

The  peninsula  of  Oyster-Ponds  is  the  eastern  extremity  of 
the  main  island,  upon  the  north  branch  thereof ;  and  connected 
with  it  by  a  narrow  sand  beach,  evidently  formed  by  the  action  of 
tiie  sea.  Oyster- Ponds  is  about  five  miles  long  and  one  broad, 
and  is  perfectly  level,  with  the  exception  of  a  chain  of  small 
)n!is  adjoining  tlie  Sound.  The  soil  is  not  surpassed  by  any 
upon  Lon^r  LslaiiJ,  and  is  equally  w^ell  cultivated.  Jt  is  divid- 
r  I  nao  sev'jral  fine  farms,  upon  which  are  raised  very  snpciiur 
Clips  of  iiay  and'^grain.  A  very  considerable  quantity  of  ex- 
C'lU-ut  brcf,  |Knk,  butter  and  cheese,  is  annually  made  here  for 
iriportation.  Tliis  fine  tr.ict  of  land  was  originaiiy  purcha.<Mi 
of  the  natives  by  Mr.  Ilallock  in  lOlG,  and  wlio  subsequently 
took  in  with  him,  as  part  owners,  three  others,  l)y  the  names  of 
Tnthiii,  Younu-s,  and  IJrown.  There  are  rocks  here  of  im- 
liiense  size,  some  of  which  have  bevn  used  for  fenciiur.  ItitK-rd, 
liie  stones  arc  suilicicntly  abund.mt  to  Liicluie  a  great  part 
of  ihe  land  wilii  wall,  divided  mto  fi<  '.ds  of  convenient 
size.  The  princij)al  article  which  is  here  i'  lied  ujMin  for  icr- 
lilizing  the  soil,  is  tlie  bony  fi.>h,  of  which  ahu  any  d>  sira- 
b!e  quantity  is  easily  obtained  upon  tfic  shor.  s  ;-:MJie  priqM  r 
season.  The  po]ndation  of  Oy>.ier-P<.)nds  i>  b.'tve.  en  live  i-.nd 
six  hundred,  more  than  lialf  of  which  i<  I'Cit.  d  ;ii  liie  west 
end,  formerly  called  Oi/sn  r-.l\>}!il' s  YUUi^n  ,  nuw  (Iis!inj:uisli- 
cd  by  the  more  classical  name  of  Oiilh!.  Here  are  two 
cliurelies,  a  post-olTice,  soirie  stores,  mechanic  s!io})s,  and  two 
docks  or  wharves.  FiUe-  n  vessels  are  owned,  principally 
sloops  and  sm.a!)  scliooners  :  whie!)  are  mostly  eniployed  in  ccn- 
veynii:  paving  stone  to  New-Yorl:.  aiid  in  the  fishing  business. 
It  is,  on  the  wh()le.  a  very  j'leasant  vilhige,  and  presents  an  ex- 
tensive j)rospect  over  the  adjoining  waters.  A  little  north- 
west of  the  village,  and  between  two  considerable  elevations 
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near  the  Sound,  is  an  ancient  cemetery,  filled  with  graves 
almost  to  the  very  summit  of  the  hills.  The  stones  are  most- 
ly of  blue  slate,  common  in  former  times,  but  now  so  worn  and 
defaced  by  time  and  the  elements,  that  very  few  of  the  older 
epitaphs  can  be  read.  The  singular  and  very  secluded  situation 
of  this  place  of  sepulture,  gives  to  it  an  appearance  which  cannot 
fail  to  excite  tlie  most  intense  interest  in  the  visiter.  Many  cf 
the  inscriptions  are  more  than  one  hundred  and  seventy  years 
old,  and  so  j)eculiar  for  their  quaintness  and  a  sort  of  saintly 
humor,  as  to  be  almost  ludicrous.  The  two  following,  of  a 
more  recent  period,  are  given  as  fair  samples  of  many  others  ; 
one  of  which  having  no  date,  is  of  itself  a  singular  circum- 
stance : 

"  In  memory  of  '  "  Here  lyes  Elizabeth,  once 

Michal,  wife  of  NaLh'l.  Tulhill,  Samuel  Beebee's  wife, 

who  died  Feb.  15,  175*3.  who  once  was  made  a  liring^soul, 

B^ij'ieath  this  little  stone  But  now's  deprived  of  life. 

Does  my  beloved  lie,  '  Yet  firmly  did  belieye,  that  at 

O  pity,  pity  me,  whoever  passeih  by  ;    the  Lord's  return;  she  should  be 
And  spend  a  tear  at  least,  Made  a  living  soul,  in  his  own 

Or  else  a  tear  let  fall,  on  my  shape  and  form — Liv'd  4  and  thirty 

Sweet  bloomins:  rose,  whom  years  a  wife.  Died  in  her  57, 

God  so  soon  did  call.''  Has  now  lay'd  down  her  mortal 

Boul,  in  hopes  to  live  in  Heaven." 

Upon  the  eastern  part  of  Oyster-Ponds,  is  the  large  and  splen- 
did hotel  and  boarding  estabiishment  of  Jonathan  F.  Latham, 
which,  for  the  beauty  of  its  location  and  extent  of  accommoda- 
tions, will  not  suffer  materially  by  comparij^on  with  those  at 
Coney  Island  and  llockaway.  This  retreat  is  much  resorted 
to  by  strangers  during  the  warm  season,  for  the  benefit  of  pure 
air  and  sea-bathing.  Neartlie  liotel  are  still  visible  the  remains 
of  a  fort,  erected  durins^  the  revolution  by  a  party  of  American 
soldiers,  under  the  comniand  of  Col,  Henry  B.  Livingston, 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  landing  of  the  British  troops 
U[»on  this  part  of  the  island. 

Nearly  a  mile  easterly  of  Oyster-Pond  Point  is  Plumb  Is- 
land, about  three  miles  in  length,  and  containing  eight  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  between  vrhich  and  the  Point  is  Plumb- 
Gut,  uniting  tlie  waters  of  the  Sound  and  Gardiner's  Bay. 
The  population  is  about  seventy^five,  and  most  of  the  island  is 
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own^d  by  Mr.  Jerome,  who  resides  upon  it,.  It  was  purchased 
fiani  the  Corchoug  tribe  in  1667  by  Samuel  V.'yllys  of  Hartford, 
for  one  barrel  of  biscuit,  one  hundred  muxes,  and  a  few  fish- 
hooks; and  afterwards  became  the  property  of  Joseph  ]>eebee  of 
Plymouth.  The  surface  is  rocky  and  uneven,  the  soil  of  a  mo- 
derate quahty,  and  its  shores  abounding  with  fish.  It  was  once 
called  the  Isle  of  Patmos.  On  the  west  side,  the  United 
Stares  have  erected  a  Hght-house.  Here  was  formerly  a  large 
rock,  so  exactly  poised  upon  another  still  larger,  as  to  present 
quite  a  natural  curiosity.  Daring  the  revolution  some  British 
soldiers  attempted  to  dislodge  it,  for  the  mere  pleasnre  of 
seeing  it  roll  into  the  abyss  below,  but  were  unsucessfnl.  In 
1614  a  few  of  Commodore  Hardy's  sailors  v/erc  more  for- 
tunate, and  moved  from  its  ancient  resting-place  t})is  liuge 
mass  of  granite,  which  had  hitherto  rested  undisturbed  since 
the  creation.  A  few  miles  north-east  from  Plumb  Island,  in  that 
part  of  thc^Sound  which,  on  account  of  the  swiftness  of  tb.c  cur- 
rent, is  called  the  Race,  are  situated  the  Great  and  Little  Gull 
Islands.  These  must  long  since  have  disappeared  but  from 
their  being  composed  of  solid  rock.  The  larger  island  contains 
about  fifteen  acres,  and  the  other  only  one.  rj)on  tlie  latter 
a  light-house  was  erected  some  years  since,  more  imjn.rtant  to 
mariners  than  almost  any  other  upon  the  coast,  this  hfin*:  tlie 
principal  entrance  from  the  ocean  into  the  Sound.  Tl)e  wa.^t- 
ing  eifects  of  the  waves  have  made  it  necessary  to  j)rnt.n:t  the 
works  by  a  sea-wall,  which  consumed  in  its  constn.'cti^.n  nioio 
than  twenty-five  thousand  tons  of  stone,  brought  from  the  Con- 
necticut shore.  The  scene  presented  liere  duriuL''  an  cnsicriy 
storm  is  not  only  sublime,  but  terrific  ;  and  th<^  heavy  surf 
breaking  upon  the  shore,  shakes  the  very  fjiindatinns  of  the 
buildings,  and  threatens  to  overwhelm  the  whole  island  with 
its  mountain  waves.  To  the  north-east  of  tlicse  islands, 
and  between  them  and  the  main  land  of  New  England,  lies 
another  island  belonging  to  this  town,  called  Fisher's  Isla.id, 
which  is  larger  than  eidier  of  those  before  mentioned,  and  of 
greater  value. 

Fishers  Island  lies  about  six  miles  north  east  of  the  Gull 
Islands,  is  four  from  Stonington,  and  nijtie  from  New  London.  It 
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was  originally  called  Yissher's  Island,  and  was  so  named  by 
Captain  Adrian  Block,  who,  as  De  Lact  says,  ''in  the  year  1014 
built  a  yatch  (at  New  Amsterdam),  with  which  he  sailed 
through  the  Hellecrat  uitothe  Great  Bay  (tlie  Sound),  and  visit- 
ed all  the  places  tliereabout,  and  went  as  far  as  Cape  Cod." 
He  named  Block  Island  after  himself,  and  probably  this  island 
after  the  name  of  some  one  of  his  companions.  It  is  nearly 
nine  miles  lon^r,  and  of  a  medial  width  of  one  mile  ;  contain- 
ing about  four  thousand  acres.  The  surface  is  undulating, 
and  sometimes  hilly  ;  the  shores  irregular,  with  two  convenient 
harbors,  called  east  and  west  harbors,  tiie  latter  of  which  is  of  the 
most  impoitancL*.  Mount  J-^rosjxjct,  near  the  west  end  of  the 
island,  is  a  high  sand-blulf;  and  iicar  the  middle  of  the  island 
is  another,  still  liigher,  which  overlooks  the  adjacent  country, 
and  may  be  seen  a  good  distance  beyond  Montauk  Point. 
Some  parts  of  the  island  are  rocky,  and  there  are  many  large 
single  rocks  upon  the  surlace.  Tiie  salt  meadows  are  exten- 
sive, and  a  few  of  the  s\vam])s  aiford  an  excellent  peat,  which  is 
much  used  for  fiud.  Tliere  arc  some  tracts  of  level  land,  and 
the  pasture  fields  are  both  large  and  v/ell  watered  by  never-foil- 
ing pands  ;  one  of  which,  near  the  centre  of  the  island,  occupies 
between  forty  and  iifty  acres  of  ground.  A  greater  portion  of 
the  soil  is  appropriated  for  grazing,  and  is  capable  of  sustaining 
three  thousand  sheej),  three  hundred  neat  cattle,  and  other 
kinds  of  stock  in  proj^oriion.  A  .smaller  amount  of  stock  is  nov/ 
kept ;  the  raisinLM->f  I  jiirlish  hay  bjinri  considered  more  profita- 
ble. The  staple  articles  rai^^'d  here  are  wool,  (of  the  Saxony 
and  merino  breeds.)  butter  ;ind  cheese.  The  beef  ajid  mutton 
made  here  are  of  su{)erior  quality  aiid  llavor.  The  base  of  one 
of  the  hills  is  a  fine  clay,  ol' wluch  great  rjuantities  of  bricks 
have  been  burned.  Th.-rt-  are  ibrty-five  persons  of  all  ages 
upon  the  island  employed  m  the  business  of  the  larms,  dairy, 
i\:c.  This  island  has  been  in  the  Winthrop  family  from  the 
first  purchase  by  John  Winihro[),  governor  of  Connecticut, 
son  of  John  Wmthrop  first  trovcrnor  of  Massachusetts.  The 
purchase  was  made  in  Ih  11.  The  wife  of  ]\lr.  Winthrop  was 
the  daughter  of  the  celebrated  Hugh  Peters,  who  was  exe- 
cuted in  London,  on  the  IGth  of  October,  1660.    Mr.  Wmthrop 
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v/as  a  man  of  fine  natural  genius,  and  L^reatly  improved  by  edu- 
cation and  study.  He  was  chosen  governor  oi' Ouik  ctirut  in 
1037,  and  a^ain  in  1G59,  which  office  he  retamcd  till  iiis  ileath. 
April  5th,  167G.  A  patent  of  confirmation  was  irnmtcd  in  iiim 
by  Governor  Nichols,  on  the2Sth  of  March,  IGGS,  hv  ili',-  t<  ri:is 
of  which  the  island  was  declared  "to  be  reputed,  tiic^.u  and 
held  an  entire  enfranchised  township,  manor  arjd  |)i;ico  uf 
itself;  and  to  have,  hold,  and  enjoy  equal  privileges  and  iunim- 
ntties  with  any  town,  enfranchised  place  or  manor,  witbui  the 
government  of  New-York  ;  and  to  be  in  no  wise  subordinate  or 
belonging  unto  or  dependent  upon,  any  ridinof,  township,  plac^^ 
or  jurisdiction  whatever."  In  the  year  i6S0  tlie  goveimnent 
of  (.'orinecticut  laid  claim  to  this  island  as  being  wiinin  ibcir 
jurisdiction  ;  in  consequence  whereof  his  excellency,  (Jovurnor 
Andross.  addressed  the  following  spirited  and  laconic  r,  i-il.-  ii> 
the  lion.  William  Leet,  Governor  of  Connecticut : 

"  UGn'«jIe  Sr. — fVin:^  a^U-is  by  an  or;l"r  nr  wirrant  fri^m  ycnr'^j  If  •^!-.  i  *  r.'.^- 
assistants  sent  to  tlisher's  IsiatiJ,  I  am  much  .snrini-c  J  ati  y()iir  hr.f  li.-i.i::,:  •■j'C^ 
li^s  M^ties  Letters  Patents  to  his  Iloy.il  1  lijini.  ss,  -is  v...!i  a.s  the  {.*ia<.  \.  i  y 
Govenour  Nicolls  to  tlit^  tluiiu'  li-.  Jjlui  Vv  tiiLiii i.;;,  i"--:.  l  i:  ;-.-  (1  r  "l' 

Conneciicut)  for  sd  Island ;  \v!ii.:I:  Ishu^-l  au'l  Gr  uit  it  i<  my  !>  ;y  !»>  A^  --trt, 
a-S  much  as  tliis  or  any  other  part  of  liie  Govcrra' ;  Arj]  tin  rtT.<ro     .'ir-  lini  y-'i 
Vx-ill,  without  deky,  recall  .sd  w.trrant  or  onh-r,  .uui  furix  .ir  any  '.!.'■        ;  :  r:'""!- 
inrs  for  tl.i.-  future,  to  prevent  zi'ca'  lucoiivciu-nc)  s ;  ai.d  rLiu;^.!.'  yo  -r  i.-  •  ;.■ 
ai'2  nei:ihbour  and  Hu:nV>Ic  S'  rvani,  I~  A'^su   -i  ' 

"  To  iJie  HonWe  Willi.im  L'ret.  ILhCir.  Gover-  ) 
nourof  his  Maiies  colony  of  Connecticut/'  }| 

On  the  deat'u  of  3Ir.  AVinthrop  in  IGTo,  tli.-  idaiid  d.  ■  c  nd'-<l 
to  his  son,  John  Fitz  Winthrop,  wlio  v. as  lik(  wi:^-  :.■  \  ii  -t  t  f 
Connecticut  from  1698  to  his  death,  Novenil  <'r -j;,  17*':.  At 
his  decease,  without  issue,  the  island  pas-,  d  to  bis  iir^ph-.-w 
John  Winthrop,  son  of  his  brother  AVait  Stiii  Wmthrop,  and 
ihencc  to  his  son,  Francis  Hayard  AVmthn^-p,  whose  d.>ath  look 
place  in  1S17.  lie  devised  the  island  to  his  four  sons,  John 
>Stiil  Winthrop,  Francis  Bayard^Winthrop,  William  11.  Wm- 
tlirop,  and  Thomas  C.  W' intlirop.  AViliiam  M.  Wmthrop  bav- 
ins: purchased  the  interest  of  his  co-tenants,  is  now  sole  ou  ner 
of  this  valuable  estate.  From  papers  in  the  possession  of  this 
gentleman,  it  appears  that  an  attempt  v/as  made  by  one  of  his 
ancestors,  in  the  year  1712.  to  transport  a  pair  of  vioose  dter 
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from  this  island  to  England,  as  a  present  to  Queen  Anne,  which 
failed  by  the  death  of  one,  and  the  other  breaking  its  leg;  and 
her  majesty  was  finally  presented  with  the  horns  only. 

There  are  twelve  churches,  Presbyterian,  Baptist,  Method- 
ist, and  Universalist,  within  the  ]in:iits  of  this  town,  the  most 
of  which  have  been  recently  erected.  The  first  church,  and 
of  the  Presbyterian  order,  was  built  in  1G42,  and  was  succeed- 
ed by  another  in  16S  J,  which  remained  till  1803,  when  the 
present  church  was  erected  in  its  place. 

The  first  minister  was  the  Rev.  John  Youngs,  who  was 
also  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town.  He  had  been  a 
preacher  at  Hingham,  England  ;  and  came  to  New-IIaven  in 
1638,  from  whence  he  removed  with  a  part  of  the  members  of 
his  church  to  this  town  in  IGiO,  where  he  continued  till  his 
death  in  1G72.  His  po.>terity  are  numerous,  and  many  of  them 
are  now  residents  of  tliis  and  the  neighboring  towns.  His 
eldest  son,  Col.  John  Youmrs,  was  appointed  under  the  autho- 
rity of  Connecticut  (after  the  reception  of  their  charter  in  1G62) 
a  judge,  for  the  towns  of  Long  Island  subject  to  their  jurisdic- 
tion. And  in  1G81  he  was  created  high  sheriff  of  Yorkshire, 
(includmg  the  whole  of  Long  Island  ;)  which  office  he  lield  for 
several  years.  He  was  in  all  resj)ects  a  highly  intelligent  and 
respectable  individual.  His  death  occurred  in  1G9S.  His  son 
Benjamin,  and  grandson  Joshua,  were  successively  judges  of  the 
county.  The  Rev.  Daniel  Youngs,  another  descendant  of  the 
Rev.  Jolm  Youngs,  was  tlie  third  minister  of  Brookhaven, 
where  he  died  in  1753. 

The  second  minister  of  tliis  town  was  the  Rev.  Joshua  Ho- 
bart,  son  to  the  Rev.  Peter  Hobart,v/]io  died  at  Hingham,  Mas- 
sachusetts, January  2U,  IGiO.  Thiee  of  his  Ijrothers  were  like- 
wise clergymen.  One  of  tliem,  the  Rev.  Nchemiah  Hobart, 
was  father  of  the  Rev.  Noali  Hohart  of  Fairfield,  Connecticut, 
and  grandfather  of  the  Hon.  John  Sloss  Hobart,  form.e  rjudo^eof 
the  supreme  court  of  this  stale.  The  Rev.  Josliua  Hoba^-t  was 
born  at  Hingham  in  3G2S,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  Colleire 
in  1G50,  His  settlem<;nt  took  j/laco  in  1G74,  and  his  death  in 
1717.  His  brother,  Jeremiah  Hobart,  was  the  second  minister 
of  Hempstead. 
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The  tJi'ird  minister  of  the  town  was  the  Rev.  Benjamin 
Wooiscy,  born  in  16S7,  and  araduatod  at  Yale  CoUecre  in  17</J. 
He  settled  here  in  1720,  and  in  173G  removed  to  Dor-oris  in 
Uueen's  County,  where  he  died  in  1750.  His  sons  v/ere  Me- 
laiicton  and  Benjamin,  of  whom  more  particular  notice  v.'ilt  t>e 
taken  hereafter. 

The  fourth  minister  was  the  Rev.  James  Davenport,  son  of 
the  Rev.  John  Davenport  of  Stamford,  and  s^randson  of  the 
celebrated  John  Davenport  who  came  from  England  with  Go- 
vernor Eaton  in  1637,  and  was  the  first  minister  of  New-Ha- 
ven. Mr.  Davenport  was  born  at  Stamford  in  1710,  and  gra- 
duated at  Yai€  College  in  1732.  He  settled  in  this  town  in 
173S.  A  few  years  after  he  began  to  entertain  new  view.s  of 
rehg-ion,  and  became  a  wild  and  visionary  enthusiast.  Ho  tra- 
velled much  about  the  country,  and  his  extraordinary  discourses 
wei-e  listened  to  by  thousands.  He  fmally  became  so  t.n)uf.'le- 
sonie,  that  in  1742  the  general  assembly  of  Connecticut,  ret|ucbt- 
ed  the  governor  and  council  to  have  him  transported  out  of  that 
colony.  He  eventually  recovered  from  this  state  of  memai  delu- 
sion, and  published  to  the  woiid  a  confession  of  liis  errors.  He 
removed  from  this  town  in  1746,  and  died  at  Freehold,  Nev/ 
Jersey,  in  Aui^ust,  1755,  His  brother,  Abraham  Daveiir^dt,  \v;ts 
a  colonel  and  judge  in  Connecticut,  and  died  at  Staujiurd  n;  1 
His  son  John,  born  at  Freehold  in  1752,  became  ifie  \inrn<\vr 
of  Deerfield,  New  Jersey,  and  died  July  13,  lb21,  at  Lys^indcr 
in  this  state. 

The  fifth  minister  of  this  town  was  t!ie  Rev.  "Wiihain 
Throop,  who  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1743,  scuKd  h*.TC 
in  174S,  where  he  died  in  1756  ;  and  was  sucf:»  cdcd  by  the 
Rev.  John  Storrs.  3Ir.  Storrs  graduated  at  Yale  Coiit  ue  iu 
1756,  was  settled  here  in  1763,  and  again  removed  ni  1787. 
The  next  minister  was  the  Rev.  Joscjili  Hazard.  His  settle- 
ment took  place  in  1797.  He  removed  in  ISO^,  and  subse^quent- 
lydicd  at  Brooklyn,  where  he  left  an  only  daughter.  The 
Rev.  Zachanah  Greene  was  settled  m  the  parish  of  Cutchoo-ue 
in  17S6,  and  removed  to  i3rookhaven  iri  1797,  where  he  still  re- 
sides. Tlic  Rev.  Jon.uhan  Huntington,  one  of  the  present  mi- 
nisters of  this  tov/n,  IS  a  great-grandson  of  the  Rev.  Nathaniel 
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Ilanting,  second  minister  of  Easthampton.  lie  graduated  at 
Yale  College  at  ISO  i;  was  settled  here  in  1S07,  and  is  much 
esteemed  for  his  many  amiable  qualities. 

For  some  years  after  the  conquest,  the  county  courts  were 
held  occasionally  in  this  town,  and  a  prison  for  the  county  was 
ordered  by  the  court  of  sessions  to  be  prepared  here/or  tlie 
-pjmishment  and  safe  keeping-  of  prisuuers.  The  following, 
from  the  town  records,  relates  to  this  subject :  "Southold,  De- 
cember 15,  IbSl,  there  was  chosen  by  vote  at  town  meeting, 
Samuel  Youngs  and  Thomas  Clarke,  both  carpenters,  to  view 
and  appraise  the  old  meeting-house  in  order  to  make  a  county 
prison  of  said  iiouse,  aisd  upon  their  return  they  give  in,  they 
valued  the  body  of  the  house  at  thirty-live  pounds-"  On  the 
sixth  of  April,  1725,  a  new  jail  having  been  erected  at  lliver- 
head,  it  was  resolved  :it  town  meeting  that  the  prison-house 
should  be  sold  by  the  overseers  if  they  conld  get  ichat  it  icas 
v;ort1i. 

The  village  of  Green  port,  which  was  commenced  by  a  few 
spirited  individuals  in  lb2r,  is  already  the  largest  and  most 
prosperous  village  in  t.he  town,  and  bids  fair  to  become  a  place 
of  n]uch  commercial  importance.  It  is  very  conveniently  as 
well  as  advantageously  siiuaiod  at  the  head  of  what  is  called 
Southold  Harbor,  a  part  of  tiie  great  Peconic  Bay,  twenty-three 
miles  east  of  the  court-liouse.  It  v/as  at  first  laid  out  into 
streets  and  building  lots  in  a  reo^uhar  manner,  and  now  con- 
tains about  one  hundred  dwellings  and  six  hundrtjd  inhabit- 
ants. A  large  and  convenicjit  hotel  has  been  erected,  two 
churclu-s,  and  a  school-house  ;  besides  wharves  and  raihvays 
for  the  accommodation  oi  vessels,  the  water  being  of  sufficient 
depth  for  the  lars^est  ships,  well  siieltered  from  storms,  and 
rarely,  if  ever,  obstructed  with  ice.  Several  brigs,  schooners, 
and  smaller  vessels  are  owned  here,  ejnployed  in  the  coasting 
trade,  besides  five  otlier  vess-'N.  amounting-  in  the  aggregate  to 
two  thousand  tons,  suceessniUy  eniraged  m  the  South  Atlantic 
whaling  business.  That  this  highly  privileged  spot  is  destined  to 
make  still  more  extraordmary  advanci>s  in  population  and  trade 
there  can  be  no  reason  to  doubt ;  and  should  the  Long  Island 
rail-road  reach  its  intended  destination  at  this  place,  it  will 
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becomo,  in  many  respects,  an  important  out-port  of  the  com- 
mercial metropolis  of  the  Union.  Cutchoo-ue  and  3Iattatuc  are 
thinly  settled  vicinages  ;  and  the  people,  as  is  the  case  of  tiie  in- 
habitants of  this  town  in  general,  are  agricnlturists,  and  among 
the  most  prosperous  in  the  county.  Fish  is  very  comnuudy 
used  as  manure,  and  has  produced  most  extraordniary  resulis 
to  the  farming  interest  of  the  town. 

The  Presbyterian  church  at  iNlattatuc  was  built  in  1697,  and 
rebuilt  in  1S30.  The  one  in  Southold  parish  was  erected  in 
1S05,  and  that  at  Franklinville  in  1830.  At  the  latter  place 
is  a  neat  academy,  completed  in  1S32.  The  Methodist  chui-c!i 
at  Cutchogue  was  built  in  1829  ;  and  the  Universalist  church 
in  Southold  parish,  in  1835.  There  are  several  fine  necks  of 
land  upon  the  south  side  of  the  town,  the  most  iinporiajst  of 
which  are  Great  and  Little  I  log-Neck.  The  former  coniaiEis 
some  hundreds  of  acres  divided  into  a  mimber  of  farms,  'i'he 
soil  of  the  town  may  be  denominated  a  sandy  \o?.m  ;  the  sur- 
face level, except  on  the  nortfi,  which  is  stony,  rough,  and  huiv. 
The  shore  on  this  side  is  irregular,  and  ihcre  are  some  coi-si- 
derable  necks  or  points  which  [iroject  into  the  Sound,  particu- 
larly Horton's,  Rocky,  and  Duck  Pond  Points,  and  constitute 
separate  farms. 

On  a  grave-stone  of  one  of  the  lirst  emigrants  to  this  town 
is  the  following  inscription  : 

Here  Lyeth  Buried  HE  Body  of  Mj.  F>:iiiK^h.',s  1  Ir=;iM„. 

Born  at  Mousley,  in  Lcilorshire,  i:i  OM  Kiv;'.  >)■  !  ■. 

at  Souihold  HE  13th  day  of  July,  ItJSO,  myd  n>  y  ^  ari.  ' 
*'  Here  sleeps  my  body,  toniljerl  in  the  iiu>t, 
"Till  Chri.st  sluill  come  and  raise  it  with  ih>  j:;.--!.*' 

A'lodicr. 

"  Here  ltkth  the  body  of  C  vrrATS  Joi;N  ( "  )s>,  ki/i  n>:,  r.oi{\s 

IN'  NOTTI.VGHAMSIIIRE  I.V  ENOL.VS'n,  WHO  Orr  v  t;  T  K  D  T  ,i  I  S  I.i  K  K 
THE  SIXTH  DAY  OP  ApRIL,  AT  SiH  Tiiie.n,  ON  L  Isi.AVD,  IN' 
THE  SIXTY-?OLaTH  YnlAR  OF  HIS  AUf.."       AnNw  D  'MINI.  lo'J  I." 

The  names  of  Iforton,  Youngs,  and  Conkling,  which  were 
among  the  urst  settlers  of  the  town,  are  still  the  most  numerous. 
In  the  year  1G70  Jnsper  Griiliug,  a  native  of  Wales,  settled 
here,  where  he  died,  April  17,  1718,  leaving  three  sons,  Jasper, 
John  and  Robert.    The  first  settled  at  Lyme,  the  second  at 
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Riverhead,  and  the  third  remained  here.  The  late  Rev. 
Edward  Griffing,  of  ISewark,  and  George  Griffing,  Esq.  of 
New- York,  are  descendants  of  the  last-named  Jasper  Griffing. 

The  Hon.  Ezra  L'Hommedieu,  was  a  native  of  this  town. 
His  grandfather  Benjamin  was  born  at  lia  Rochelle,  in  France, 
and  was  one  of  the  persecuted  Hugonots,  who,  on  the  repeal  of 
the  edict  of  Nantz,  fled  to  Holland,  from  whence  he  came 
to  America  in  16SG.    In  1690  he  settled  in  this  town,  and  soon 
after  married  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Sylvester  of  Shelter 
Island,  by  wiiora  he  had  two  sons,  Benjamin  and  Sylvester. 
The  latter  was  the  fiithcr  of  tlie  late  Samuel  L'Hommedieu, 
Esq.  of  Sagg  Harbor.    Ik'H jamin  married  Martha,  daughter  of 
Ezra  Bourne  of  Sandwich,  .^Massachusetts,  June  4th,  1731,  and 
died  September  17',  1755.   Their  son,  Ezra  L'Hommedieu,  was 
born  here  August  30,  1731,  £Uid  graduated  at  Yale  College  in 
'  16547  His  first  wife  wa^.  Charity,  daughter  of  Nicoll  Floyd  of 
Brookhaven,  and  sister  of  General  William  Floyd,  whom  he 
married  December  21,  1756.    She  died  July  31,  1785,  and  on 
the  15th  of  June,  1S03,  lie  married  for  his  second  wife.  Catha- 
rine, daughter  of  Nicoll  Havens  of  Shelter  Island,  by  whom  he 
had  a  daughter,  afterwards  the  wife  of  Samuel  S.  Gardiner,  a 
respectable  member  of  the  New- York  bar.    Mr.  L'Hommedieu 
was  educated  a  lawyer,  and  became  eminent  in  his  profession. 
He  was  early  called  into  the  }niblic  councils  of  the  state,  and  for 
a  period  of  forty  years  without  intermission  his  name  is  found 
associated  with  the  proniinrnt  ])a(riots  and  legislators  of  the 
state  and  Union.    He  was  elected  to  congress  in  1779,  and  was 
a  member  of  several  suvxccJing  congresses  previous  to  the 
adoption  of  the  federal  comiiiution  in  17SS.    From  this  time 
till  a  short  period  belore  his  death,  he  was  almost  constantly  in 
the  senate  of  tliis  state.    He  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  county 
of  Suffolk  in  17S4,  and  retained  tlie  olfice  for  twenty-six  years. 
He  was  fond  of  agricultural  pursuits,  and  both  by  his  example 
and  writings  did  mucli  to  advance  the  science  and  practice 
among  his  fellow-citizens.     His  death  took  place  tlie  27th 
of  Septemljcr,  ISll,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age,  leaving  behind 
him  an  exalted  reputation  for  intelligence  and  private  worth. 
Thomas  S.  Les  i'er  was  born  in  this  town  in  17bl,  and  af- 
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tcr  receiving  a  good  common  education,  commenced  the  study 
of  the  law  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  L'Hommcdieu,  by  whom 
iic  W£is  patronized  and  assisted,  and  to  whose  profossional  prac- 
tice he  succeeded  in  1805.  He  held  for  some  timctlie  otiiceo{ 
district  attorney,  and  was  several  times  elected  to  reprcsci:t 
the  county  of  Saflblk  in  the  assembly.  In  short,  he  was  an  ac- 
tive and  highly  useful  man  ;  and  his  premature  death,  at  tlie 
ageof  thirty-s  ix,  on  the  13th  of  September,  ISI7,  was  universal- 
ly regretted  by  his  friends  and  the  public. 

John  Wickham,  an  eminent  lawyer  of  Virginia,  whose 
death  took  place  at  Richmond  on  the  17th  of  January,  1839, 
was  also  a  native  of  this  town,  a  sou  of  John  Wickliam, 
a  respectable  farmer.  He  left  here  in  early  life,  and  estabhsficd 
liimself  in  the  practice  of  the  law  at  Richmond,  where  he  ac- 
quired a  liigh  reputation  and  amassed  a  large  fortuue. 

Zacheus  Goldsmith  was  born  here  on  the  Sih  of  May, 
17GG.  He  very  early  manifested  a  strong  disposition  t'-r  the 
acquisition  of  knowledge,  and  was  enabled,  by  his  application 
and  industry,  to  supply  in  a  great  measure,  the  want  of  a  libe- 
ral education.  He  read  with  avidity  every  thing  that  came  in 
his  way,  and  by  dint  of  a  retentive  memory  became  possessed 
of  a  large  fnnd  of  general  information.  His  acquaintance  wiih 
history,  for  which  he  had  a  peculiar  relish,  was  exicnsive  nnd 
accurate  ;  and  a  desire  to  become  familiar  with  the  g<'0;j^ra})liy 
of  his  own  country,  and  to  witness  her  extent  and  rcsonrri's, 
led  him,  while  a  young  m.an.  to  travel  over  th<^  wv^b.rn  t<Tr!tnry 
of  the  United  States,  when  it  was  for  the  most  pari  a  wilder- 
ness, and  attended  by  dangers  sufhcient  to  intinhd;itL'  the  n;o.-i 
resolute  adventurer.  He  traversed  much  of  tiie  same  country 
again  at  an  after-period,  when  it  had  bccouie  tlie  theatre  of 
civilization  and  improvement  ;  and  had  the  satisfaction,  as  he 
expressed  it,  of  seeing  the  wilderness  blossom  like  the  rose,  and 
the  desert  rejoicing  in  the  existence  of  towns,  villages,  and 
cities,  vt^itli  all  the  animated  acconipaninients  of  trade  and  com- 
merce. Mr.  Goldsmith  was  the  advocate  of  liberty  and  equal 
rights,  and  wished  lor  tlie  gradual  abolition  of  slavery  in  all 
the  states.  His  temper  v/as  mild  and  conciliatory;  and  it  was 
rare  that  any  thing  was  able  to  disturb  his  equanimity  or  pro- 
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voke  his  resentment.  His  conduct  was  most  exemplaryj  and 
worthy  the  imitation  of  others.  He  died  in  the  seventieth  year 
of  his  age,  on  tlie  Sth  of  April,  1S35. 

TOWN  OF  RIVERIIEAD. 

Til  is  town  is  bonndcd  easterly  by  SoiUhold,  southerly  by 
Southanipton,  westerly  by  Brookhaven,  and  northerly  by  Long 
Island  Sound.  It  was  formerly  embraced  within  the  limits  of 
Southold,  which  originally  extended  from  the  eastern  boundary 
of  Brookhaven  to  Oyster-Pond  Point,  and  remained  so  till  the 
passas^c  of  the  act  of  the  13th  of  I\Iarch5  1792,  by  which  it  was 
set  ofi'from  Southold,  and  orQ;anized  as  a  separate  town,  deriv- 
ing its  name  from  that  of  tlie  principal  settlement  at  the  head 
of  Peconic  Bay  or  Ilivr-r,  where  the  same  is  navigable  for  very 
small  vessels  only.  The  hrst  town  meeting  was  held  here 
the  7rh  of  April,  1792,  when  the  following  named  persons  were 
elected  town  ofiicers,  to  wit  :  Havid  Wells,  supervisor ;  Josiah 
Heeve,  town-clerk;  John  C.  Terry,  Joseph  Wells,  and  Ben- 
jamin Pett3%  assessors  ;  Jeremiah  Wells,  and  Spencer  Dayton, 
commissioners  of  highways;  Daniel  Terry,  Zachariah  Hal- 
lock,  and  David  p]dward;s.  overseers  of  the  poor;  and  Sylva- 
nus  Brown,  collector.  Only  a  comparatively  small  portion  of 
the  lands  oi  this  town  is  under  improvement,  and  much  of  the 
remainder,  from  the  natural  sterility  of  the  soil,  is  incapable  of 
profitable  cultivation.  Much  of  tire  territory  is  covered  with 
wood,  and  this  article  has  long  been  a  staple  for  transportation. 
In  the  southern  section  of  the  town  the  surface  is  level,  the  soil 
light  and  sandy,  and  the  umber  chielly  pine  ;  while  toward  the 
Sound  the  surface  is  rough  and  liilly,  the  soil  loamy,  and  oak 
timber  more  generally  prevails.  The  hills  on  the  north  are  a 
part  of  the  spine  or  ridge  of  the  island,  and  the  cliifs  near  the 
shore  are  high  and  precipitous. 

There  are  two  considerable  streams  in  the  tov/n,  one  upon 
its  western  border,  called  the  \Vading  lliver,  or  Brook,  and  by 
the  Indians  Pauquacumsuck,  whi.;h,  commencing  in  the  south 
part  of  the  town,  discharges  itself  into  a  salt  creek  setting  up 
from  the  Sound  ;  and  the  otiier  called  the  Peconic  iliver,  whicli 


TOWN  OF  RIVERHEAD. 


257 


has  its  ori2;iu  ia  tlie  eastern  pn.rt  of  Brookhaven,  runs  easterly 
m,  and  terminates  in  Peconic  Bay.  Upon  the  latter  stream  are 
several  mills  and  manufactories,  which  liave  been  in  active 
operation  for  many  years,  and  the  quantity  of  water  is  supposed 
sdHlcient  to  propel  double  the  machinery  yet  erected  upon  it. 
Many  plans  have  been  in  agitation  to  improve  the  navigation 
of  this  stream,  and  among  other  measures  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  purpose,  a  company  was  incorporated  on  the  10th 
of  March,  1835,  with  a  capital  often  thousand  dollars,  to  make 
a  sloop  channel  from  the  head  of  navigation  in  Peconic  River, 
up  to  the  dam  or  bridge  at  the  village  of  Iliverhead  ;  and  which, 
if  carried  into  effect,  as  is  confidently  expected,  the  value  of 
property  in  the  neis^hborhood  will  be  greatly  enhanced,  popu- 
lation essentially  increased,  and  business  of  every  description 
experience  fresh  inspiration.  Capital  and  enterprize  only,  are 
re(|uired,  in  addition  to  the  advantages  afforded  by  natiire,  to 
make  this  place  the  theatre  of  a  variety  of  usetnl  manufacturiuix 
establishments.  The  recent  improvements  in  tiie  village  of 
Riverhead,  as  well  as  those  of  James-Port,  two  miles  east,  are 
satisfactory  indications  of  what  may,  in  a  surprisingly  short  pe- 
riod, be  accomplished  by  the  union  of  energy  and  industry. 

The  county  buildin^^s  are  located  in  this  village,  and  the 
courts  have  been  held  here,  uninterrnpteilly,  for  more  tiian  a 
century.  Instead  of  a  few  mean  and  scattered  (hvcliiiigs  ;ts 
formerly,  it  now  contains  a  handsome  colleelion  of  weU-buiit 
houses,  stores,  and  mechanic  shops. '  The  courr-h(n!<«\  -^taiitiin:/ 
in  the  midst  as  a  faithful  sentinel,  to  watch  over  tii.'  \>^:a:e  and 
welfare  of  the  inhabitants,  while  the  cross-barred  v^•^l(io^vs  of 
the  jail  frown  indignant  upon  all  violations  of  the  i:uvs.  Here 
is  a  Congregational,  a  ?dethodist,  and  a  New  Jerusalem  church, 
several  stores,  two  hotels,  a  drug-shop,  grist-mill,  saw^niil,  fnll- 
ing-mill,  and  a  due  proportion  of  mechanics  and  artisans.  A 
handsonie  female  academy  was  erected  in  lS35,and  has  been  thus 
far  well  patronized.  The  following  observations,  in  relation  to 
this  part  of  the  country,  are  contained  in  the  late  President 
Dwiqht's  journal  of  his  travels  through  Long  Island  in  the 
yearlSOl: — Iliverhead  (says  he)  is  the  shire  town  of  this 
county.    The  court-house,  a  poor  decayed  buildino;,  and  a  mi- 
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serable  hamlet,  containin":  about  ten  or  twelve  houses,  stand  near 
the  efflux  of  the  river.  From  this  account  of  the  court-house, 
it  will  naturally  be  expected  that  the  business  of  lawyers  and 
sheriffs  is  not  here  in  very  great  demand,  nor  in  very  high  re- 
putation. Tiie  suspicion  is  certainly  well-founded.  The  coun- 
ty court,  or  court  of  common  pleas,  sits  here  twice  a-year  ;  as- 
sembles on  Tuesday,  and,  after  having  fmished  its  v/hole  bu- 
siness, adjourns  almost  always  on  the  succeeding  day.  No 
lawyer,  if  1  am  not  misinformed,  has  hitherto  ever  been  able  to 
get  a  living  in  the  county  of  Suffolk.  I  entertain  a  very  res- 
pectful opinion  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  but  all  will  agree 
with  me  in  saving,  tliat  this  exemption  from  litigation,  while  it 
is  a  peculiar,  is  also,  a  very  honorable  characteristic  of  this 
county-  Not  far  from  this  harnlct  is  a  spot  of  ground,  about 
three  miles  in  diameter,  which,  as  I  v/as  informed  by  good  au- 
thority, is  covered  witli  slu'ub  oaks  and  pines  not  more  tlian 
five  or  six  feet  in  height.  In  the  whole  tract  there  is  not  a  sin- 
gle tree  of  the  usual  size,  although  it  is  surrounded  by  a  forest 
of  such  trees.  The  cause  of  this  phenomenon,  in  a  place  where 
the  soil  is  substantially  the  tame  with  that  of  the  neighboring 
country,  is  not  easy  to  ^u^sign.''  Were  the  venerable  president 
now  alive,  and  to  travel  over  the  same  ground,  he  would  have 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  a  pretty  decent-looking  court-house, 
something  m.ore  than  a  miserable  hamlet^  and  a  very  respect- 
able population  of  steady,  indu>trious  citizens.  lie  would  find, 
too,  that  even  in  the  county  of  .Sutfolk  tlic  annual  crop  of  liti- 
ofation  is  considerable ;  that  tliere  are  about  one  dozen  lav.'vers 
living  in  the  county,  two  of  whom  are  located  in  this  village, 
and  most  of  thenr  at  least  getting  a  tolerable  living  by  their 
professions  alone.  But  times  are  materially  changed  in  thirty 
years,  and  improvement  is  now  tlie  order  of  the  day. 

The  villages  of  Aquabogue  and  Upper  Aquabogue,  Fresh 
Ponds,  Baiting-Hollows,  and  ^Vading-River,  are  considerable 
vicinages,  with  churches  and  school-houses  in  each.  A  fev/ 
miles  west  of  the  village  of  Riverhead,  and  upon  the  Peconic 
stream,  there  was  some  years  since  a  manufactory  of  bar-iron, 
conducted  by  Solomon  Tov/nsend,  now  deceased,  which  v/as 
discontinued  at  his  death.    During  the  late  war  with  Great 
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Britain,  a  nuniber  of  vessels,  owned  lierejand  employed  in  car- 
ryins:  vrood  to  different  places,  were  captured  by  the  enemy, 
v.nd  either  burned,  or  suffered  to  be  redeemed  by  their  owiicrs 
at  exorbitant  prices.  The  people,  finally,  determined,  should  a 
fit  opportunity  offer,  to  retaliate  upon  these  marauders  of  their 
property  ;  and  accordingly,  in  the  summer  of  ISM,  an  occur- 
rence took  place,  that  reflects  much  credit  upon  the  courage 
and  activity  of  the  inhabitants,  the  facts  and  circumstances  of 
v/hich  are  thus  related  in  the  newspapers  of  that  period,  as 
contained  in  a  com.munication  from  Capt.  John  Wells  to  Col. 
Jeremiah  Moore  : 

*•  Riverhead,  June  1,  1314.  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  bat- 
tle was  fju^ht  here  yesterday,  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  between  a 
fo-.v  of  the  niiiitia  o^' your  regiment  and  double  their  number  of  the  enemy,  which 
lernunaied  in  the  total  defeat  of  the  latter.  About  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
«ri  alann  was  2;iven  tiiat  two  large  barges  v/ere  standing  for  our  shore  from  il;e' 
British  squadroii,  then  lying  six  or  seven  miles  out  ia  the  Souitd,  About  thir- 
ty militia  f  Cajitain  Terry's,  Reeve's,  and  n^y  company,  colit  cted  b*  fore  tin  y 
reached  the  siiore.  Tiie  enemy  advanced  with  two  large  bar^'es,  containing 
about  twenty-five  or  thirty  men  each,  within  nuisket-shot  of  the  shove  ;  wlu  it  they 
saluted  us  v/iih  their  cannon  and  a  volley  of  musquetry,  and  then  guvt- ilwee 
clieers,  and  proceeded  to  the  sloop  isannj,  lying  on  the  beach.  As  they  were  on 
the  eve  of  boarding- her,  we  opened  a  destructive  and  well-directed  fire  upon  both 
the  barges,  which  silenced  their  fire,  and  stopped  their  oars  in  an  instant.  They 
were  so  slow  in  wearing  the  barges  and  rowing  otf,  that  we  liad  several  fires  into 
then\  before  they  could  got  out  of  muskit  slict.  i  am  happy  to  say  ti/:it  tht^ 
men  fought  well,  without  a  symptom  of  iVar  ;  nei'lier  v,  as  n  t.uui  v,  (Kiiuitd 
Huiong  us-  But  from  v/hat  v/e  saw,  we  have  reason  to  beli'.vt.'  t!.;i{  i:\r.viy  of  the 
enemy  were  killed  and  wounded.  We  mnde  hnmediate  prcjiura' ions  lu-  .:':iijthcr 
engagement,  thinking  they  might  send  a  large  reihtbrcement,  wl:^  i»  %^  r  «ii,)U!.f 
have  been  happy  to  have  met,  as  we  received  a  reinforcement  sii ;;;!},'  T!>-r  tliC 
engagement,  who  found  they  w-eretoo  late  to  take  part  in  the  au.tu".  Tf^*  - -jiorrs 
present  were  Captain  John  Terry,  myself,  Usher  H.  Moore,  and  KiKsign  James 
Fanning.  Your's  rtsj>ecffuriy, 

"  To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jeremiah  Moore.  Jouv  AVr.;  Caiuain.'' 

John  Cleves  Symmes  was  born  in  this  town  m  1710,  and 
removed,  early  in  life,  to  New  Jersey,  where  he  was  allied  in 
marriajre  with  Susannah,  daugliter  of  William  Livingston,  af- 
terwards governor  of  that  state.  Slie  was  sister  to  the  late 
Hon.  Brockholst  Livingston,  and  to  Sarah,  wife  of  Governor 
Jay.  Mr.  Symmes  was  well  known  for  his  enterprising  spirit, 
the  flaltermg  prospects  lie  once  had  in  view,  and  for  his  extra- 
ordinary reverse  of  fortune.    In  t^'bruary,  1777,  he  was  made 
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an  associate  jndg-c  of  the  supreme  court  of  New  Jersey,  and  in 
the  year  17'S7  he  made  a  successful  apphcation  to  tlie  general 
jrovernment  to  purchase  a  tract  of  land,  immediately  north  of  tlie 
Ohio,  and  between  the  Miami  rivers.  A  bargain  was  concluded 
with  the  commissioners  of  the  board  of  treasury,  for  a  tract 
which  it  was  expected  would  contain  a  milUon  of  acres,  but  v;as 
found  to  embrace  less  than  six  hundred  thousand.  Of  this  he 
made  payment  for  no  more  than  two  hundred  and  forty-cis^ht 
thousand.  Li  1791  he  received  a  patent  from  President  ^YaslI- 
ington  for  three  lunidrcd  and  eleven  thousand  six  hundred 
acres,  the  residue  beini;  reserved  in  pursuance  of  sundry  acts  of 
congress.  Jud^^e  Symmes  remf:>ved  to  the  North-west  Territo- 
ry in  17S9;  and  was  a])poiiitcd  one  of  the  district  judges  of  the 
United  States,  having  |ireviously  been  a  representative  in  con- 
gress. Under  his  dircti' ?!lajor  Stites  and  twenty-five  emi- 
grants from  Nevv'  Jersey  made  a  settlement  at  Columbia,  six 
miles  from  Cincinnati,  at  which.  latter  place  he  died  in  Febru- 
ary, 1S14.  A  large  and  respectable  procession  attended  his  re- 
mains from  the  residence  of  his  son-in-law,  General  William 
H.  Harrison,  to  a  princij»al  landing-place  on  the  Ohio  river, 
where  military  honors  were  performed  by  the  infantry  compa- 
ny commanded  by  Capt.  ^f-l-'ariand.  The  body  was  then  ta- 
ken in  a  barge  to  North-Bend,  and  interred  on  the  spot  which 
Judge  Symmes  had  prcviouMy  selected.  His  daughter,  Mrs. 
Harrison,  was  educated  at  UastliTunpton  ;  and  by  many  who 
knew  her,  is  esteemed  a  lady  of  great  personal  and  mental  ac- 
complishments. 

John  Clever?  Symmi;s,  jr.,  son  of  Daniel  Symjmes  of  this 
town,  and  nepliew  of  the  jiulge,  was  also  born  here.  He  Vvas 
adopted  as  well  as  edncatod  l^y  liis  uncle,  and  accompanied 
him  to  the  west.  Huring  the  late  war  he  was  a  cap- 
tain in  the  army,  and  diht!!ic:ui>ljed  himself  by  his  intrepi- 
dity upon  the  Niagara  frontit-r.  His  death  took  place  at  Ha- 
milton, Butler  county,  Ohio,  June  19,  1829.  He  was  an  amia- 
ble man,  and  had  a  mmd  much  imbued  with  science.  He  was 
also  projector  of  a  new  ilieory  of  the  earth,  upon  which  he  de- 
livered lectures  in  many  places,  and  gained  some  disciples 
among  scientific  men.    He  believed  this  earth  to  be  a  hollow 
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sphere,  open  at  the  poles  ;  that  it  had  within  it  several  other  con 
centric  hollow  spheres,  open  also  at  their  poles  ;  and  that  it  was 
possible  to  pass  from  one  pole  to  the  other  through  the  centre 
of  the  earth.  This  novel  conjecture  met  with  so  little  success, 
that  the  author  became  dejected :  a  morbid  melancholy  took 
possession  of  his  mind,  and  hastened  his  death  in  the  meridian 
of  life. 

Hull  Osborn-,  an  attorney  and  counsellor  at  law,  a  gentle- 
man highly  esteemed  for  his  strict  integrity  and  inoflensive 
manners,  was  a  native  of  Southold,  where  he  v/as  born  in  1771, 
and  was  for  many  years  a  resident  of  this  town.  He  died  at 
AVesthampton,  December  25,  1834.  He  possessed  little  talent 
as  a  public  speaker,  but  was  well  read  in  the  science  of  juris- 
prudence, and  was  greatly  useful  in  the  community  by  his  pro- 
fessional acquirements.  He  retired  in  a  great  measure  from 
the  practice  of  the  law,  and  assumed  the  vocation  of  a  faroior 
for  several  3'ears  before  his  death. 

TOWN  OF  BROOKTIAVEN. 

This  town  embraces  the  whole  width  of  the  island,  and 
includes  more  territory  than  any  otlicr  in  tlie  county.  It  is 
bounded — north  by  the  Sound,  east  by  the  towns  of  Kivoiliead 
and  Southampton,  south  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  west  \>y 
the  towns  of  Islip  and  Smithtown  pcontaining  an  area  oi  uiore 
than  one  hundred  and  three  thousand  ficres,  of  which  only 
about  thirty-five  thousand  are  improved.  Tlie  south  1' ;tch, 
opposite  the  town  of  Islip,  also  belongs  to  this  town.  TIrj  ter- 
ritory upon  the  south  side  of  the  town  was  purrhased  from  the 
Sachem  and  chief  men  of  the  Patchogue  tiihc? ;  and  that  upon 
the  north  side,  from  those  of  the  SeatrJcoi  tribe.  The  first 
settlement  in  the  town  was  commenced  at  Setauket  in  the 
year  1655,  Vvdiich  occasioned  the  town  to  be  so  denominated. 
How  it  acquired  the  name  of  IJrookhaven,  is  conjectured  from 
the  fiict  of  its  having  within  its  limits  a  number  of  considera- 
ble streams,  the  m.ost  of  which  aflbrd  at  present  sufficient 
water-power  for  propelling  machinery  for  grinding  grain,  and 
for  other  purposes.    The  original  planters  were  Presbyterians 
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and  well-educated  men,  who  possessed  a  competent  knowledge 
of  the  laws  and  constitution  of  England,  and  brought  with  them 
the  true  spirit  of  freedom  and  independence.  The  persecuting 
temper  of  Charles  I.,  aided  by  the  infamous  proceedings  of  the 
Star-Chamber  and  the  High-Commission  Court,  were  the 
means  of  drinng  many  from  their  native  country,  to  seek  an 
asylum  in  some  distant  quarter  of  the  world.  Hence  the  im- 
mense immigrations  to  every  part  of  the  United  States  in  the 
seventeenth  century.  The  number  of  persons  who  first  came 
to  Setauket  in  1655  is  not  exactly  known,  but  the  names  of 
those  who  composed  the  settlement  in  the  course  of  two  years 
thereafter,  are  as  follows  : 


Richard  Woocxjliiil! 

Edward  Avery 

Richard  Waring 

Zachariah  Hawkins 

John  Smiih 

Thomas  Thorp 

Peter  Whitehaire 

Sr.rnue!  Dayton 

Richard  Bryant 

John  Jenners 

Joiui  Davis 

Samuel  Eburne 

Henry  Perring 

William  Frost 

Timothy  Brewster 

Andrew  Gibb 

Jolm  Thomas 

John  Brewster 

William  Satterly 

E'ias  Baylis 

Daniel  Brewster 

Thomas  Biggs 

John  Thomson  *■ 

William  Poole 

John  Tooker 

Ti'.oiuas  Ward 

Thomas  Sharpe 

Henry  Rogers 

John  Roe 

George  Phillips 

William  Fancy 

John  Budd 

Thomas  Smith 

Jacob  Longbothani 

Jienry  Brooks 

Moses  Burnet 

Daniel  Lane 

WiUiam  Williams 

Richard  Smith 

Richard  Floyd 

Robert  Woolley 

Thomas  Helme 

Francis  Muncy 

Samuel  Akerly 

Joshua  Garlick 

Obed  Seward 

Artiiur  Smith 

John  Moger 

John  Wade 

Joseph  Cornb^ 

Robert  Akerly. 

Williarn  Salyer 

Riciiard  \V Tiring 

Robert  Smiih 

Joseph  Maprs 

Most  of  these  person^.,  if  not  the  whole,  came  directly  from 
Boston  audits  neigliborhood,  and  agreed  to  form  an  independ- 
ent settlement  or  community  upon  tliis  part  of  the  island.  The 
lands  were  purchased  at  duit^renl  tunes  as  the  number  of  in- 
habitants increased  and  their  necessities  seemed  to  require. 
Purchtises  were  sometimes  made  by  individuals  for  their  own 
use,  with  the  consent  of  the  proprietors  of  the  town,  whose  num- 
ber never  exceeded  fifty-five.  The  civil  affairs  of  the  settle- 
ment were  conducted  by  magistrates  elected  from  among  them- 
selves, and  by  rulers  and  ordinances  adopted  in  the  primary 
assemblies  of  the  people.    After  the  conquest  of  New-Yorkj 
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tind  on  tlie  7th  of  March,  1666,  a  patent  of  confirmation  for 
their  purchases  of  the  natives,  was  obtained  from  Governor 
XichoUs,  by  which  he  fully  ratified,  confirmed,  and  granted  to 
Captain  John  Tucker,  Mr.  Daniel  Lane,  Mr.  Richard  Wood- 
huU,  Henry  Perring,  and  John  Jenner,  for  themselves  and  their 
associates,  "  all  thai  tract  of  land,  which,  (says  the  patent,)  hatli 
already  been,  or  that  hereafter  shall  be,  purchased  for  and  ia 
behalf  of  the  said  town,  whether  from  native  Indian  proprietors 
or  others,  within  the  bounds  and  limits  hereafter  set  forth  and 
expressed,  (viz.)  that  is  to  say,  the  v/est  bounds  to  begin  at  the 
line  run  by  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  between  them  and  Mr. 
Smith's  land  of  Nissequake,  as  in  his  patent  is  set  forth,  and  to 
go  east  to  the  head  of  the  Wading  River  or  Red  Creek;  from 
whence,  as  also  from  their  west  bounds,  to  stretch  north  to  the 
Sound  and  south  to  the  sea  or  main  ocean ;  all  which  said  tract 
of  land  within  the  bounds  and  limits  aforefaid,  and  all  or  any 
plantations  thereupon,  from  henceforth  are  to  belong  and  apper- 
tain to  the  said  town  ;  together  with  all  havens,  harbors,  creeks, 
quarries,  woodlands,  meadows,  pastures,  marshes,  waters,  rivers, 
lakes,  fishing,  hunting,  hawking,  and  fowling,  and  all  other 
profits,  commodities,  emolument,  and  hereditaments,  to  the  said 
land  and  premises  within  the  limits  and  bounds  aforementioned 
described,  belonging,  or  in  any  wise  appertaining." 

The  first  most  important  entry  upon  the  town  books,  is  a 
copy  of  the  conveyance  from  Wyandanch,  the  Tdontauk  Sa- 
chem, (and  sometimes  styled  the  Grand  Sachem  of  Paumanake, 
or  Long  Island,)  to  Richard  WoodhuU  and  ike  rest  of  his  iHi^/i- 
bors,  for  two  necks  of  meadow  land  upon  the  south  side  of  the 
island;  the  consideration  for  wliich  is  stated  to  be  twenty  coat-s, 
twenty  hoes,  twenty  hatchets,  forty  nccdies,  forty  muxes,  ten 
pounds  of  powder,  ten  pounds  of  lead,  six  pair  of  stockinfj;s,  six 
shirts,  one  trooper's  coat,  made  of  good  cloth,  twenty  knives^ 
and  one  gun. 

At  a  town  meetings  Febniary  2d,  1671,  it  was  voted  and 
agrejd  that  the  constable  and  overseers  is  to  send  a  letter  to 
Captain  Nicolls,  for  his  coming  down  about  the  purchasing  of 
the  south  meadows,  and  to  give  him  encouragement  by  grant- 
ing him  an  allotment  at  the  south,  as  others  have,  for  a  gratifi- 
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cation.''  This  is  supposed  to  refer  to  Mathias  Nicolls,  who  was 
secretary  to  the  first  Eniiiish  governor,  and  a  lawyer  of  much 
consideration;  as  was  tlie  case  with  his  son,  Williann  Nicholls, 
who,  many  years  after,  settled  at  Islip. 

At  a  town  meetings  November  17,  1G71,  it  was  voted  and 
agreed  upon,  that  there  shall  be  a  villao;e  at  the  Wading  River, 
or  thereabouts,  of  eight  families,  or  eight  men,  to  have  accom- 
modation as  the  place  will  afford." 

On  the  nineteenth  day  of  November,  1675,  a  conveyance 
was  procured  from  the  Setauket  Sachem,  and  signed  by  him, 
too^ether  with  a  few  otlier  Indian  chiefs  of  that  tribe,  for  the 
purpose  of  confirming  former  grants,  and  for  other  lands  with- 
in the  limits  therein  mentioned  not  before  fully  described. 
This  instrument  is  not  only  a  very  curious  document,  but  is 
otherwise  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  preserved  in  the  history 
of  the  town.    It  is  in  the  words  following: 

*'  Know  all  men  by  these  prcsoiUs,  that  I.  Gie  of  Setnukct,  Sachem,  now  living 
in  S'-'tauket  in  the  easl-riuin:;  of  Yorkshire,  with  all  my  associates  that  have 
been  the  native  propriotors  ufall  tlit."  Imds  of  Sc-tauket,  dotl\  fully  and  absolutely 
ratify  and  confirm  unio  tlie  [mtcnices  and  their  associates  of  Brookhaven,  else 
Setauket,  all  those  parcels  of  l.md  thai  have  been  bought  of  any  of  us  or  our  ari- 
cestors,  that  is  to  say,  from  the  wc^t  line  that  runs  from  Stoney  Brook  to  the 
Isorih  Sea,  and  south  to  the  miuill..'  of  the  island,  and  so  to  extend  to  the  Wading 
River  or  Red  Brook,  and  to  it'C  uiiddle  of  the  island  south,  and  so  to  the  North 
Sea  or  Sound.  I  say,  I  Gi<'  uoih  lur  myself  and  my  associates,  or  any  that  have 
any  thing  to  do  with  any  part  or  parcel  of  land  within  the  line  above-mentioned, 
of  all  that  the  inhabitai\Ls  have  [<urKh  .i-;ed,  aT>ili  for  ourselves,  our  heirs  and  as- 
signs, ratify  and  confinu  utuo  th--  inlri!>i'ants  of  Setauket,  to  them,  their  heirs, 
executors  administrators,  and  asii.'us,  \\  ith  all  the  uplands,  meadows,  timber- 
trees  with  all  harbors,  cret.ks,  pond-?,  and  usliin^:,  fowling,  hunting,  with  all  and 
singular  privileges,  appuftenaurci,  pri-fus,  that  any  way  do  or  shall  belong  un- 
to the  said  tract  of  land  above  nu  ntion- li,  to  Itave  at)d  to  hold.  And  v/hatpart 
or  parcels  of  land  that  is  within  the  .i.f'-'re,sald  l;.^'.iiuis  that  is  to  Sviy,  froni  the 
west  line  of  Stoney  Brook  to  the  oast  lin'»  of  Wadin::-  liiver,  and  from  thtnce  to 
the  middle  of  the  island  soutli,  and  to  th--  Srnnid  nortli,  that  is  yet  unpurchas^^d, 
I  Gie,  Setauket  Sacht-'U),  niy^^!f  ."ud  niy  co-partners  and  associates,  doth  fully 
give  unto  Mr.  Richard  Woud'm!!  whatsoever  uplands  or  meadows  that  we  ap- 
prehend is  unbought  by  the  uiliH^it.uus  of  Setauket,  I  say  for  some  causes  and 
considerations  us  moviuL;,  df  h  t'.dly  and  absolutely  give  unto  Mr.  Richard 
"\VoodhuU,  sen.,  all  the  upIaiMfc  and  inendows,  timber-trees,  -with  all  and  singu- 
lar privileges  and  nppurtenau'N  s,  pvoliis  whatsoever,  from  us,  our  licirs,  or  any 
that  shall  come  alter  us,  to  him  the  said  Richard  Woodhull,  to  whom  he  sliall 
dispose  it,  to  him,  them,  and  their  heirs  fur  ever,  to  have  and  to  hold  without  let 
or  molestation,  &n-i  to  the  full  and  absolute  confirmation  of  all  the  abovc-iaid 
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prrojis's,  and  every  part  of  them  we  do  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seal,  lliia 
(i^y  ot" November,  1G75. 
"  Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  Glc  Sachorn,  L.  S. 

in  the  presence  of  us,  Martiise,  L.  S. 

Robert  Phillipson,  John  i\!ahuf,  L. 

Richard  Mann.  Massocavuc,  L.  S. 

Ochedoiise,  L.  S.'' 

Mr.  WoodhuU,  in  a  few  days  thereafter,  released  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Brookhaven  the  interest  acquired  by  the  said  pur- 
chase, as  follows : 

"  To  all  Christian  people  whom  this  may  concern.  Know  Ye,  That  I,  Rich- 
ard Woodhuli,  living  in  Brookhaven  else  Setauket,  in  the  east  riding  of  Yorkshire, 
for  some  valuable  causes  and  considerations,  doth  assign,  freely  give,  and  make 
•over  to  the  inhabitants  of  Brookhaven,  all  my  right  and  interest  that  is  given  me 
by  Setauket  Indians,  that  is  to  say,  both  land  and  meadows,  timber  tret^s,  or  vvluu- 
600 vtT  is  expressed  in  the  above  said  confirmation  and  bill  of  C4ie,  I  Siiy  1,  Ui:ii,- 
nrd  Woodhnll.  fnr  myself,  my  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  iu^-irr';.  hn\t- 
fr<  t:ly  given  and  make  over  all  that  right  and  title  given  to  me  by  tl-.e  Indiaii*.  tu 
the  lo'iabiiauts  of  Brookhaven,  else  S^^tauket,  to  them,  their  heirs,  execator5,  ad- 
ministrators, and  assigns,  to  liave  and  to  hold,  and  to  the  true  conf  rniaiioii  c>f  the 
same,  I  do  Jiereunto  set  my  hand  this  23d  of  November,  1675. 

"  RicuARD  WooDMfi.r ,  L.  S.'' 

"  Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered 
in  the  presence  of  us, 

Robert  Phillipson, 
Richard  HowtU.'^ 

Ai  a  town  meeting,  December  IS,  16S5,  it  was  voted  and 
agreed  that  Mr.  Samuel  Eburne  shall  go  to  Yoike,  to  c.  tnier  v;it]i 
the  governor  about  our  lands  within  our  }}al,ent ;  and  to  a  new- 
patent,  and  that  the  town  is  willing  to  find-  tlie  governor  tv,  (  \,iy 
sheep  for  a  present  forthwith;  and  that  Mr.  Samuel  Ebr-rr.c  shall 
follow  his  private  instruction,  and  not  go  beyond  it,  a!]d  \.h:a  .Mr. 
Thomas  Hclme  shall  write  a  petition  for  the  town  to  the  gov- 
ernor." 

In  pursuance  of  this  application,  a  patent  was  issued,  includ- 
ing all  former  grants,  on  the  27th  of  December,  1GS6,  by  Gov- 
ernor Dongan,  to  John  Palmer,  Kichard  WoodhuU,  Samuel 
Eburne,  Andrew  Gibb,  ^Villiam  Satterly,  Thomas  Jenner,  and 
Thomas  Heline,  trustees  of  tlie  i'"reeholders  and  commonalty  ol 
the  town  of  Brookhaven,  and  their  successors,  to  the  i^se  and 
behoof  of  the  freehold*jrs  or  inhabitants  respectively,  their  sev- 
eral and  respective  heirs  and  assigns  lor  ever.    "  To  be  holden 
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of  his  said  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors  in  lineage,  accord- 
ing  to  the  manner  of  East  Greenwich,  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
within  his  Majesty's  reahns  of  England,  yielding,  rendering,  and 
paying  yearly  therefor,  and  every  year  henceforth,  unto  our 
sovereign  lord  tlie  king,  his  heirs  and  successors,  or  to  such 
officer  or  officers  as  shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  the 
sum  of  one  lamb,  or  two  shillings  current  money  of  this  pro- 
vince, upon  the  25th  day  of  March,  at  Nev/-York,  in  full  of  all 
lents,  or  former  reserved  rents,  services,  acknowledgments,  and 
demands  whatsoever.  And  from  henceforward  and  for  ever,  the 
said  trustees  of  tlie  freeholders  and  commonalty  of  the  town  oi 
Brookhaven  do  and  may  have,  and  use,  a  common  seal,  winch 
shall  serve  to  execute  the  causes  and  affairs,  or  whatsoever,  of 
them  and  their  successors.-'  And  the  said  John  Palmer,  Rich- 
ard Yv'oodhuU,  Samuel  Ebunie,  Andrew  Gibb,  \Viiliara  Sat- 
terly,  Tliomas  Jenner,  and  Thomas  Helme,  were  appointed  by 
the  said  patent  tlie  hrst  trustees,  to  remain  in  office  until  others 
should  be  chosen  in  their  stead.  By  this  patent  the  town  was 
incorporated,  and  unusually  large  powers  and  privileges  were 
conferred.  Seven  trustees,  a  clerk,  constable,  and  two  assessors, 
w^ere  authorized  to  be  annually  elected  by  the  majority  of  tlie 
freeholders  and  freemen  of  the  town.  Under  and  by  virtue  oi 
the  authority  of  this  extensive  patent,  (which  has  since  been 
confirmed  by  an  act  of  the  legislature.)  the  trustees  have  ever 
since  exercised  complete  authority  over  the  corporate  property 
of  the  town. 

Tomi  records ^  .\v:ru^'  1,  H}SO,me??iorajidinn  that  Richard 
Floyd,  sen.,  hath  exchaiiired  a  share  of  meadow  and  upland  at 
OcciimbornacJ:,  with  \\'illiain  Satterly,  for  a  share  of  meadow 
at  Palcrsquas/f,  v.'ith  half  tlie  am»jndment  of  njeadow  belong- 
ing to  the  said  William  Satt-jrly. 

On  the  9th  of  Octob'jr,  1603,  Governor  Fletcher  2:ranted  a 
patent  to  Colonel  William  Smith,  one  of  the  members  of  tlic 
council  and  chief  jiistire  of  the  province,  for  a  large  tract  of 
land  upon  the  south  side  of  Brookhaven,  known  since  by  the 
name  of  .Smith's  Palcnt,  bounded  west  by  a  river  called  East 
Connecticut,  north  by  the  country  road,  near  the  middle  of  tlie 
island,  east  by  Mastic  River,  and  south  by  the  Main  Sea  ;  wiili 
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ail  the  islands  in  the  bay  between  the  main  land  and  the  becich, 
from  a  certain  gut  or  inlet  called  Huntniirion  Kast-Guf,  to  a 
place  called  Cuptwauge^  being  Southampton  west  bounds.''  In 
this  patent  was  likewise  included  a  certain  neck  or  peuiiisuia, 
called  Little  Neck,  lying  in  Setauket,  the  Indian  n.'inu.' 
which  was  Minasseroke.  These  tracts  of  land  were,  I  y  ih  ,; 
said  patent,  erected  into  a  lordship  or  manor,  called  aSV.  (norisi's 
Manor.  The  greater  part  of  this  property  is  still  in  llie  }h-s> 
session  of  the  posterity  of  Col.  Smith,  and  is  owned  by  Wilham 
Smith,  William  Sidney  Smith,  and  Selali  B.  Stroma,  Esquir*.:^. 

"  At  a  legal  toum  meeting,  July  ye  13th,  16S7,  warned  ly 
Mr.  Justice  \Yoodhull,  it  was  voted  and  agreed  that  ten  poniids 
a-year  shall  be  payd  to  the  maintenance  of  a  Sclioob^Maslor  u^r 
the  future,  and  that  the  trustees  agree  with  Mt.  I'rancis  WiU 
liamson  to  officiate  as  School-Master,  for  thirty  pounds  a-y.  :u\ 
twenty  pounds  whereof  is  to  be  payd  by  the  children. ' 

"  J/ay  7.  1GS7,  at  a  town  meeting,  it  was  ViMcd  und  d 
that  the  Indians  should  be  disarmed,  and  to  surrtnd'T  ti;<:  n; 
selves  upon  demand,  otherwise  to  be  looked  upon  as  vnvuiu:-. 
Ten  men  were  chosen  to  c;0  to  ye  South  to  disarm  ym,  and 
their  arms  to  be  lefi  at  Capt.  Woodh.uli's.'' 

At  a  town  mcetincf^  held  the  ISlh  (hn/  t/  Mm/,  1«'>7.  st 
was  unanimously  asfreed  that  a  hoiise  should  1";  luisH  np^n  th-* 
land  that  was  Goodman  ]\biger's,  the  snnie  dnn'-ni~;v.:-iS  (»f  .b  i  ;i- 
than  Smith's,  to  remain  a  Parsona£;"e-house  to  pt  riit  r;j'!y.  A:i  l 
the  town  also  agreed  that  sixty-five  pounds  sfi-^Mid  ?  i:iv>  u  i  T 
the  land,  and  the  trustees  v/ere  ordered  to  ta-:e  a  IM  oi  ti..r 
the  same  ;  and  were  further  ordered  to  airree  wi&i  a  wr-rkn^M-u 
to  build  the  said  house,  and  that  whatever  !he  inMv,.-  ^^-i 
therein,  should  be  oblis'ing  to  t/ie  irlifh'  foini^'  'V\i\^  ^rrari^-^- 
ment  for  a  parsonage  was  made  several  years  snK>C(|Ucnt  to  the 
eniployment  of  a  minister,  lor  tlie  iiev.  rsalhamel  l^rewsicr  was 
settled  here  in  16G5,  being  ten  years  iVom  tlie  connnencement 
of  the  plantation.  He  was  a  nephew  of  Elder  Wdliam  Bre^v- 
ster,  one  of  tliose  bold  and  indepep.dcnt  adventurers  that  arrived 
in  the  fimous  Mai/flower  in  IG'iO,  and  laid  the  foundations  of 
the  Plymouth  colony.  The  J  lev.  Nathaniel  Br  eiosier  wtxs  l\ 
graduate  of  the  llrst  class  of  Harvard  College  in  1642,  most  of 
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whom  returned  to  Eti^'-land  in  consequence  of  the  hberty  then 
allowed  to  all  denominations  of  Christians.    He  was  setded  as 
a  minister  at  Norfolk  ;  but  at  the  restoration,  Episcopacy  being 
encouraged  by  the  government,  at  the  expense  of  the  Indepen- 
dents, he  came  back  to  America,  and  was  settled  in  this  town 
in  1665  as  above  mentioned,  his  three  sons  having  preceded 
him  by  several  years.      At  a  town  meetings  held  October  24, 
1665;  it  was  voted  and  agreed  to  purchase  the  house  and  lot  of 
Matthew  Prior  for  the  accommodation  of  Mr.  Brewster."  He 
continued  here  till  his  death,  in  1690.    His  wife  was  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Roger  Ludlow,  Esq.  one  of  the  most  eminent  men 
of  New  Eno-land.    He  was  a  member  of  the  council,  and  de- 
puty  governor  of  Ma\^sachu?etts  and  Connecticut;  and  was  the 
compiler  of  the  lir^t,  Connecticut  code  of  laws.    For  some 
reasons  he  became  displeased  with  public  affairs  in  the  co- 
lony, and  removed,  in  April,  1654,  to  Virginia,  where  he  died. 
His  daughter  is  represented  as  a  person  eminently  distinguished 
for  her  genius  and  literary  acquirements.  Mr.  Brewster  and  his 
wife  were  interred  in  tlie  Presbyterian  burying-ground  of 
Setanket,  but  the  inscriptions  upon  their  tomb-stones  are  too 
much  defaced  to  be  read.    He  left  three  sons,  John,  Thnothy, 
and  Daniel;  all  men  of  excellent  character,  and  highly  useful 
during  their  lives.    Their  posterity  are  still  numerous  and 
respectable.    It  would  seem,  that  either  from  age  or  other  infir- 
mity, Mr.  Brewster  was  incapable  of  discharging  his  pastoral 
duties  for  some  years  bt-foro  his  death  ;  for  at  a  town  meeting 
held  October  31, 1GS5,  by  the  warrant  of  Mr.  Jwstice  Woodhull, 
Samuel  Eburne  was  cho.-en  by  vote  to  be  minister  of  the  town  ; 
"audit  being  proposed  nnio  him,  that  in  regard  of  some  tender 
consciences^  he  would  omit  tht^  ccreinony  in  tlie  book  of  Com- 
mon Prayer,  the  said  ►Samuel  {)romised,  that  according  to  their 
desire,  in  regard  of  their  tender  consciences,  to  omit  and  not 
use  the  aforesaid  ceremonies  in  the  public  worship,  except  to 
such  as  should  desire  the  sameJ^      At  a  trainiifg-da]/,  Scp- 
teynher  26,  16S7,  it  was  ordtTod  by  a  major  part  of  the  town, 
that  Mr.  Jonah  flbrdham  of  Southanipton,  be  sent  unto,  desiring 
him  to  oliiciatc  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  this  town."  He 
appears  to  have  declined  the  invitation  ;  and  in  the  same  year 
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of  ]Mr.  Brewster's  death,  April  15,  1690,  "it  was  voted  by  a 
majority  of  the  people  present,  that  Mr.  Dugald  Simson  should 
be  desired  to  continue  with  them  as  their  mijiister  ;  and  it  was 
ordered  that  his  salary  for  the  year  1689  should  be  paid  accord- 
ing to  the  rate  made  the  year  before  ;  and  that  Kichard  Fioyd 
and  Peter  "Whitehaire  should  collect  the  same.'' 

"  At  a  town  meeting,  April  ye  lOth,  1697,  it  was  fully  a^^recd 
that  Mr.  Justice  Woodhull  and  Justice  Stuith  shall  treat  m 
behalf  of  this  town  and  Smitlitown,  with  Mr.  Phillips,  in  order 
to  his  settling  among  us,  in  case  he  will  engage  to  perform 
faithfully  the  duty  of  a  minister  of  the  gospel  among  us  during 
the  time  of  his  natural  life.    That  they  shall  oiler  to  his  accept- 
ance, fourty  pounds  in. money,  to  be  raised  and  levied  upon  this 
town  and  Smithtown,  and  Colonel  Smith's  manor ;  and  like- 
wise the  house  and  lot  that  was  sould  by  Thomas  Jenner  to 
Capt.  Clark ;  and  also  a  farm  of  outland  toward  Nasake^n?s' 
Swamp  ;  and  likewise  that  Mr.  Phillips  be  desired  to  rtnuaiii 
with  us  upon  mutual  tryall  of  each  other  for  ye  space  of  one 
whole  yeare."    The  Rev.  George  Phillips  was  the  son  of  the 
Rev.  Samuel  Phillips,  of  Rowley,  Massachusetts,  and  grandson 
of  the  Pvev.  George  Phillips,  of  Poxford,  England,  afterwarsls 
first  minister  of  Watertown,  ]^lassac^msctts,  (having  arrived 
with  Governor  Winthrop  in  1630.)    Mr.  PhiliifKs  v.-as  born  ;U 
Rowly  in  1664,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  CoUetre  in 
He  came  from  Boston  to  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  in  l')93,  v.  ht  re 
he  preached  till  his  removal  to  Setauket  in  1697.    lie  C''>n?i- 
nued  here  till  his  death,  April  3d,  1739.   That  lie  v/:is  a  n.:.;i  of 
solid  talents  is  generally  believed,  and  possessed  a  happy  v»'ifi 
of  wit  and  humor,  that  rendered  his  company  asid  co.'ivcrsation 
always  agreeable.  He  was  interred  in  the  Presbyterian  burying- 
ground  of  Setauket,  where  a  handsome  stone  was  erected  to 
his  memory  a  few  years  since,  by  Phillip  Poe,  IZsq.  one  of  his 
descendants.    Many  of  tlie  Phillips'  famdy  have  been  eminent 
in  New  England  ;  and  the  Rev.  Doctor  I\liller  has  observed, 
that  few  fimilies  in  this  country  liave  been  more  distinguished 
for  liberal  donations  to  reliijious  and  literary  institutions.  Oiie 
of  tht^mfounded  Andover  Academy ;  another,that  of  Exeter ;  two 
have  been  governors  of  Massachusetts,  and  one  mayor  of  Boston  . 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  this  town,  October  13th,  1702, 
the  following  proceeding  took  place  in  relation  to  the  ordiiio- 
tion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Phillips,  which  was  some  years  after  his 
settlement  here  :  "  AVhereas  preparation  is  made  for  Mr.  Phillips' 
ordination,  and  he  having  made  application  that  some  person 
be  appointed  in  the  town's  behalf,  to  present  him  to  the  persons 
who  are  to  ordain  him,  it  is  ordered  that  Daniel  Brewster, 
Samuel  Thompson,  and  Timothy  Brewster  bo  a  committee  to 
present  Mr.  Phillips  in  the  town's  behalf  to  be  ordained,  and 
that  they  accept  him  m  the  town's  behalf,  to  be  their  mmister.'^ 
The  town  was  extremely  liberal  of  their  gifts  to  Mr.  Phillips  ; 
for  at  a  town  meeting,  November  12th,  1G95,  it  was  ordered 
that  one  Jiundred  acres  of  land  near  Ncisakcas^e  Swamp  be 
laid  out  for  the  Rev.  George  Phillips  at  the  orc/i??rtry  of  the 
town,  by  Richard  AN'oodhull,  surveyor  ;  and  again,  on  the  12th 
of  Jane,  1701,  one  hundred  acres  more  were  voted  to  him  for 
his  use  ;  and  if  he  continued  here  for  his  life,  ihe7i  to  be  to 
him  and  his  heirs  for  ever. 

At  a  town  mcctifi^-,  Anfrust  2S,  1710,  it  was  agreed  that  a 
meeting-house  bo  built  upon  the  meeting-house  green,  to  be 
improved  in  such  a  manner  as  the  majority  of  contributors  shall 
agree,  and  according  to  the  tenor  of  an  instrument  in  writing 
bearing  date  ye  29Lh  of  July,  1710;  also,  Col.  Henry  Smith, 
Col.  Richard  Floyd,  Justice  Adam  Smith,  Selah  Strong,  Samu- 
el Thompson,  and  Jonathan  Owen,  were  chosen  to  order  the 
building,  to  proportion  the  same  and  the  place  of  setting  up, 
where  it  shall  stand  and  remain  for  tiie  public  use."  The 
building  was  soon  after  erected,  and  continued  to  be  occupied 
till  1766,  when,  being  somewhat  decayed,  and  insufficient  also 
to  accommodate  the  mcrcased  mnnber  of  the  congregation,  it 
was  taken  down,  and  a  ncv/  church  erected  in  that  year.  The 
town  records  contain  the  loHowing  entry  in  relation  to  this  new 
buildirig  :  ^-  Mc?norandin/i  of  t/te  Meeii)t  o'-hoiise ;  on  the  10th 
of  February  we  began  to  get  limber,  and  on  the  19th  of  the 
same  mo!]th  v/e  raised  the  liou^e,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1766." 
This  cdhice.  aUhouLdi  greatly  injured  by  the  British  during  the 
revolution,  was  subscqueiul y  repaired,  and  stood  till  ISl  I,  when 
it  was  taken  down  to  make  way  for  the  present  handsome  and 
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coi7imodious  structure,  which  was  completod  in  tliat  year.  'Viic 
pulpit  was  a  present  from  the  Presbyterian  church  in  (\<i.ir- 
street,  New- York.  One  of  the  reg-ulations  of  tiie  tcnvn  in 
tion  to  the  old  meeting-house,  is  so  curious  and  sni-juiar  as  lo 
be  thought  well  worthy  of  preservation  as  a  rcl  u:  of  i!;*' :v.-.' 
in  which  so  novel  a  measure  was  adopted.  It  is  rccoui-.  J  up  ^n 
the  town  books  as  follows  : 

"At  a  meetini^  of  the  trustees  of  Bi-Oi>kliaven,  August  Gili,  IT*':!.    AV:.  • 
there  hath  been  several  rude  actions  of  late  happened  in  our  chnrrf-,  by  r-  ;-.-  •. 
the  peoj3le  not  bein;^  seated,  which  is  much  to  the  dishonor  of  Go.l  an  i  t  u- 
couragement  of  virtue,    i'or  preventing  of  the  like  again,  it  is  ordrn  :'  \ 
inhabitants  be  seated  after  the  manner  and  form  followin^^:  AU  frt  rli..;.i.  •>  i! 
have  or  shall  subscribe  v/ithin  a  month  to  pay -10  shllliii     i'>  M r.  Piiiii  •    ;  -- 
v.-ard  his  sallary  shall  be  seated  at  the  table,  and  that  no  Vi>r:r,<  ai  -  (  ■,';:;■:   ■  \,> 
fk  ilv-vt"^  except  Col.  Smitk's  Lad }/,  nov  any  U'ovio./i-li! n-'h  Aiu!  1^;.  *  '  V;<-:- 
derit  fjr  the  time  being  shall  sit  in  the  right-hand  srai  uiid- r  t'.  •  j    1    •     .  ;   ;  ' 
clerk  on  the  left ;  the  trustees  in  the  tVont  seat,  an/l  i!ie  Ju-.U'-  ; 
ants  of  t!ic  town  are  to  be  seated  at  the  table,  wlietbcr  t!  ■  y  y  '-y  ? 
lesi'.   And  the  pew,  No.  1,  all  such  persons  as  have  or  sha!'  -<;i'  -  '  ■'>, 

and  the  pew,  No.  "2,  such  as  suijscribo  to  p.ay  1.3  .^iulhni;-.  ;  ,  .  y  •  •    -  • 

subscribe  to  pay  10  shillings :  No.  i, 'S  ^iiiiling?  ;  N^).  f>,  I'J -         .  - .  N     »  ' 
shiiling;s;  No.  7,  for  the  youn?  n\(.n;  No.  S,  f>r  the  b<  y-;  N..  !'   r'  v  i 
widows  and  wives;  and  for  tliose  v.'oinr^n  whose  husUwp'.;    v  I'^-'i":  ?» 
sit  according  to  their  age;  No.  11,  for  those  mcn'.s  wiv«  s  t'  -r.  y  ".'i    •  I  > 

shillings.    The  alley  fronting  the  {  i  \  r.  to  ]<••  f,.r  surh  s-    ;  .  -  v.  .       ;,  ;       .  ■  r 
selves  shall  subscribe  for  two,  C  sh.'.iii.cs ;  No.  I  J.  ti  r  t  s 
pay  from  10  to  15  shillings;  No.  Uy  f    uiaiiis  ;  No.  It,    •;-   ■   '-  '  ■, 

free  for  any.  Captain  Clark  and  Joseph  Tocker  to  settle  'J.c  w:  .  ...:  ;    ■  ?    •  • 

to  the  above  order." 

The  next  minister  of  this  cliurch  was  li;*'  r  />  .•  :  / 
Youngs,  son  of  the  llev.  John  Youij^rs  ot" S-'urn.  iii.  !['•  v.  a- 
born  iii  1719,  and  graduated  at  Yale  Colloiye  iii  17  11.  II;-  *  a- 
tlement  took  place  in  17-15.  and  he  reniauicu  iili  <;  ri'M  ^f- 
1753.  In  this  brief  period  he  was  so  Ibrluna:''  is  to  «  (  and 
secure  tlie  respect  and  conht^eiicc  of  ins  jt^'pic.  On  ins  de- 
cease the  congregation  were  hapjiy  to  procui'/  tht^  st^rvices  of 
the  Rev.  Benjamin  Talhuadire,  a  uonileman  of  line  talents  and  a 
first-rate  classical  scholar.  H-'  v,';is  horn  at  New-Havc!],  Janu- 
ary I,  1725,  <;radnatcd  at  Vale  CoUolto  in  1747,  and  settled  hero 
in  175-1.  His  first  wife  was  a  daurrhler  of  the  Rev.  John  Smiih 
of  White  Plains,  whom  he  married  .May  16.  1750,  and  by  \vh(!:n 
he  had  several  sons.    ^She  died  April  21,  17GS  ;  and  on  the  3.1 
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of  January,  1770,  he  married  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Strong  of 
this  town.    He  died  February  5th,  1786,  greatly  beloved  and 
resjx'cicd  by  the  whole  community :  his,  widow  survived  liim 
inoHj  than  fifty  years.    Mr.  Tallmadge  was  succeeded  in  the 
ministry  by  the  Rev.  Noah  Wctmore.    He  was  descended  from 
Tliomas  Wetmore,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Middletown  in 
1G70.    He  was  born  there  in  1731,  and  graduated  at  Yale 
i.'olle'^e  in  1757.    His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Ithuel  Russel  of 
liranrord.    He  settled  as  a  minister  at  Danbury  in  1760,  from 
\vlH-nr^»  he  removed  to  this  place,  April  17,  1786,  where  he 
i!;'  t!,  March  9,  1790.    He  left  three  sons,  Noah,  ApoUos,  and 
'jnu'-!,  and  one  daughter,  who  married  Dr.  David  Woodhull. 
The  liev.  Xachariak  Greene  was  the  successor  of  Mr. 
in  >r^\    Ho  is  the  son  of  Samuel  Greene,  of  Hanover,  New 
Hrv'npsiiire,  and  his  mother  was  Jane  White,  a  near  relative  of 
Hucrh  White,  who  was  among  the  first  that  had  the  courage  to 
overleap  the  German  settlements  on  the  Mohawk.    Mr.  Greene 
IS  one  of  thirteen  children,  and  was  born  at  Stafibrd,  Connec- 
ticut, January  11th,  1760.    At  an  early  age  he  volunteered  in 
tlio  American  army,  and  aided  in  erecting  the  fortifications 
iij>on  Dorchester  Heights,  which  compelled  the  enemy  to  evacu- 
ate IJoston  ;  and  was  on  guard  during  the  night  of  the  houses 
U^ing  burnt  on  Dorchester  Neck.    He  was  afterwards  among 
the  forces  that  opposed  the  landing  of  the  British  at  Throg's 
Paint  in  October,  1776,  and  was  in  the  battle  at  the  White 
Piruns.    In  November,  1777.  he  marched  with  the  army  into 
IV'nnsylvania;  and  at  the  battle  of  White  Marsh  received  a 
t'iiiiet  tlirough  the  shoulder,  which  disabled  him  from  further 
se  rvice.    He  soon  after  entered  Darthmouth  College,  whcie  he 
g  raduated  in  1780.    Having  chosen  the  profession  of  a  clergy- 
m.iM.  jind  beincr  ia  due  time  licensed  to  preach,  he  was  settled 
f"^^^  «hc  minister  of  Cutchogue  in  the  town  of  Southold,  June  28, 
^'***,irom  whence  he  removed  to  Setauket,  September  27, 

i  h<!  liistory  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  this  town  is  very 
'  V<:xtr..',  lew  records  of  its  proceedings  having  been  preserved. 
If  \%  m»t  probable  that  there  was  a  single  Episcopal  church,  or 
even  mna-^icr,  m  the  whole  colony  at  the  time  of  the  conquest 
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in  1664.  Bat  after  tlie  revolution  in  England  and  the  acces- 
sion of  dueen  Mary  to  the  throne,  the  governors  and  most 
Other  officers  of  state  were  of  the  Episcopal  order,  and  therefore 
very  naturally  confined  the  patronage  of  government  to  those  of 
that  denomination.  This  circumstance  furnished  a  strong 
inducement  for  persons  of  that  order  to  immigrate  to  this  pro- 
vince, and  large  and  sometimes  extravagant  grants  were  made 
by  the  colonial  governor  to  the  church  of  England.  Although 
the  statutes  of  uniformity  were  never  intended  to  affect  the 
colonies,  and  the  government  had  heretofore  professed  to  encou- 
courage  a  perfect  equality  among  Protestants  of  different 
sects,  yet  it  soon  became  apparent  that  official  influence 
was  almost  exclusively  exerted  in  favor  of  Episcopacy,  which, 
in  the  end,  produced  bad  consequences,  and,  in  some  instances, 
hostility  to  the  government  itself  Lord  Cornbury  had  com- 
mitted outrage  upom  tlie  Presbyterian  church  of  Jamaica  in 
1702,  and  as  his  bigotry  could  not  well  be  satiated  by  a  single 
act,  he  prohibited  the  Dutch  ministers  and  teachers  from  the 
exercise  of  their  spiritual  functions  without  his  special  license. 
In  1707  he  again  interfered  with  the  Dissenters,  forbidding  the 
Dutch  congregation  in  New- York  to  open  their  church  to  Mr. 
Mr.  McKemie,  a  Presbyterian  preacher,  wliom  he  imprisoned, 
and  Mr.  Hampton  also,  another  minister  of  the  same  sect,  for 
preaching  at  Newtown.  It  is,  however,  but  charUablo  to  believe, 
that  few  of  the  Episcopal  church  approved  or  even  counte- 
nanced such  acts  of  intolerance  and  persecution. 

Caroline  Churchy  in  Setauket,  was  erected  in  1730,  and  was 
the  first  Episcopal  churcli  on  Long  Island,  built  expressly  for 
the  use  of  that  denomination.  In  1734  the  town  gave  them 
a  piece  of  land  around  it,  for  a  yard  and  burial-ccround. 
This  building,  after  having  been  repeatedly  altered  and  repair- 
ed, is  still  standing,  bein^-  nearly  one  liundred  and  ten  years 
old.  The  society  itself  had  been  previously  organized  in  1725, 
under  the  ministration  of  the  Rev.  .Mr.  Standard,  but  prospered 
more  abundantly  under  his  successor,  the  Rev.  Alexander 
Campbell,  who  arrived  hero  Irom  lilngland  in  1729,  and  during 
whose  time  the  church  edifice  was  completed.  He  removed  in 
1732,  and  was  followed  by  the  Rev.  Isaac  Brown  in  1733.  He 
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was  a  g-entlemaa  of  education  and  talents,  having-  graduated  at 
Yale  Collei;::e  in  172i),  and  continued  to  ofiiciatc  here  several 
years.  In  1747  iie  removed  to  New  Jersey,  and  was  succeed- 
ed the  same  year  by  the  Rev.  James  Lyon  from  Ireland.  He 
Vv^as  a  gentleman  of  ^-ood  abilities  and  great  eneri^y  of  charac- 
ter, but  at  t!ie  same  time  very  eccentric.  His  death  took  place 
in  17SG,  from  which  time,  till  1814,  tfie  congregation  had  no 
permanent  clergyman.  In  the  latter  year  the  Ivev.  Charles 
Seabury  was  enL^nged,  and  has  thus  far  zealously  devoted  him- 
self to  promote  and  sustain  the  best  interests  of  the  churcii. 
This  worthy  pascor  is  tiie  son  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Seabury, 
late  bishop  of  (Joiuiecticut  and  Riiode  Island,  and  grandson  of' 
the  Rev.  Saiunel  Sealniry,  for!r.'.;r  rector  of  the  churcii  at  Hemp- 
stead. Mr.  Seabury  succeeded  his  father  as  tlie  minister  of 
New  London,  v/here  his  grandfather  had  also  preached  for  thir- 
teen years  previous  t  )  Ins  removal  to  Hempstead. 

Besides  the  church--^  already  mentioned,  there  is  a  Congre- 
gational church  at  Oi  l-Mans,  hrst  erected  in  1720,  and  rebuilt 
in  1S05,  of  wijicli  the  Rev.  Noah  Haliock  was  for  many 
years  pastor.  Tiie  Presbyterian  church  at  Middletown  was 
built  iti  the  year  ISOO,  and  the  Rev.  Herman  Daggett  was  in- 
stalled there  m  Ibdi,  but  renioved  to  Connecticut  in  1S07, 
where  he  died.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  present  nninister,  tlie 
Rev.  Ezra  King.  The  Presbyterian^ church  at  Fire-place  was 
erected  in  1740,  and  rebuilt  in  IS2S.  The  Congregational 
church  of  Patchogue  was  built  in  1767,  for  v/hich  the  pre- 
sent churcli  was  substituted  in  1S22.  The  Methodists  also 
built  a  church  liere  in  1S:>().  The  Baptist  church  at  Corum 
has  now  stood  about  mnety  years.  A  Methodist  church  was 
erected  at  Stoney  Hrook  in  1817,  and  another  luis  lately  been 
commenced  at  Port  Jciler-^on, 

This  town,  like  mo>t  others,  ])resents  a  diversity  of  surface 
and  soil;  but  in  general  it  is  suilicient  to  say,  that  on  the  north 
it  is  broken  and  somewhat  hiliy,  the  soil  a  sandy  loam  ;  while 
the  rest  of  the  territory  is  a  level  and  sandy  plain,  with  occa- 
sional tracts,  well  fitted  lor  cultivation.  The  land  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  Sound,  and  especially  about  the  bays  and  harbors, 
is  of  the  best  qujiluy,  and  the  timber  abundant  and  thrifty. 
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Crane  Neck,  Old-Field^  Stron^^s  N^cf:^  Di/cr's  \i:cl:. 
Mount  Miser?/,  are  respectively  fine  tracts  ol'  l.tiid,  and  huvc 
mjre  or  less  salt  meadows  attached  to  theai.    'i'ir^'  f.vo  iVtraicr 
project  some  distance  into  the  Sound,  and  are  separate  d  if<i\n 
each  other  by  Flax-Pond  Bay,  fornieriy  fresh  wat^  r,  \vh,',h  v.  .is 
used  for  rotting  flax,  submerged,  in  it.     About  the  y<  ar 
the  water  was  let  out  by  a  channel  du:.r  across  ihi:  I'  ac';*; 
the  pond  now  abounds  with  fish,  and  its  shores  with  sail  in  ^  ^. 
Old-Field  extends  still  farther  to  the  north,  and  has  a  lijni- 
house  upon  the  extreme  point,  erected  in  1S23  at  a  cost  of 
thousand,  five  hundred  and  eighty  dollars.    It  contains  i\[>  >\,i 
five  hundred  acres,  divided  into  several  farms,  and  Wcs  b^  t\v<  -  n 
Flax  Pond  and  Oldfield,  or  Conscience  Bay.    Sir^Mij's  .\.  - 
formerly  called  Little  Neck,  is  the  property  of  S.ltii  \l 
Esq.,  lying  between  Oldfield  Bay  and  Selaidxct  ilari  or,  i.rA  is 
almost  an  island,  being  attached  by  a  narrf)W  i-thii.;is  s  i'  i;.. 
dow  to  the  main  island.    It  contains  arout  f.xu'  bin..::  -i  ^li.-l 
sixty  acres,  the  most  of  which  is  nnd-.'r  hii:h  m;!  : ,   *  i.t. 
The  soil  is  a  strong  loam,  and  tlie  surf  tec  lumiviaU-ly  .s^ 
ting  in  some  parts,  in  others  nearly  levul.    Tni'  sioiics  ;;re  st:;'- 
ficiently  numerous  to  put  the  greater  part  ol  tb^;  ii.  id-  u:!  *  st.  'nv.; 
wall.    This  neck  is  deficient  in  iorest  trrt  s,  wh:^  h     ib'   '  y 
circumstance  impairing  its  vahie.     'i'be  prt>>p<  '  l  n.  --y 

points  is  extensive,  and  highly  pictun-^nr.  iii'  Mr:;::;:'  '-'  ■ 
rnirer  of  natural  scenery  a  varied  and  f  ;ri;i:,u  1 
From  the  local  advantages  of  this  charmin'j-  }  ii  ■  -  -1 
be  ranked  with  the  most  pleasant  and  aiiv  r.-,'  !r  ;  .  ...  s 
upon  the  island.  There  is  a  pecnlinrily  in  .^ard  t  '  .•  J.a- 
merous  springs  with  which  the  shores  uf  tins  li-  ^ -v  -  n;  !.  iLat 
while  those  near  low  water  mark  arc  }»  n- ally  (itb'  rs 

more  distant  are  impregnated  v/ith  sa'.m''  jiartiolvs.  'i'liism  ck 
was  called  by  the  Indians  Minas>er  »I<e,  aijd  is  btlievt  d  to  have 
been  the  residence  of  the  S^ichem  and  a  ];ortion  of  the  Sealal- 
cot  tribe.  It  was  sold  by  the  town  proprietors  to  CoI  jiicI 
Smith,  and  was  included  in  iiis  patent  of  St.  George's  ]Manor, 
in  1693.  It  belonged  to  tlie  late  Judge  Selah  Strong  at  the 
tirne  of  his  death,  of  whom  the  following  particulars  may  I  c 
interesting  to  many.    Ho  v/as  descended  from  John  Strong,  a 
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native  of  Taunton,  in  Somersetshire,  England,  whose  father 
was  Richard  Stroncr,  John  Strong  sailed  from  Plymouth. 
March  30,  1630,  and  arriving  in  America  in  May  following, 
settled  at  Dorchester,  Massachusetts ;  from  whence,  in  1636,  he 
removed  to  Windsor.  Connecticut,  and  with  Roger  Ludlow  and 
others,  aided  in  the  settlement  of  that  town.  In  1659  he  removed 
to  Northampton,  where  he  died,  April  4,  1699,  at  the  age  of  nine- 
ty-four. His  son  Thomas  lived  there  also,  and  died  February, 
20,1690.  //e  had  sixteen  children,  of  whom  the  eldest  was 
Selah,  born  December  22,  16S3,  and  while  a  young  man,  came 
to  Brookhaven,  where  lie  died  April  15,  1732.  His  first  son 
was  Thomas,  who  married  Susannah,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Thompson,  great-grandfather  of  the  compiler  of  this  work. 
Mr,  Strong  died  May  1-1.  1760,  leaving  an  only  son,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  notice.  Jiulg'^  Strong  v/as  born  December  25,  1737, 
and  died  July  4,  1S15.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  William 
Smith,  grand-daughter  of  Henry,  and  great-grand-daughter  of 
CoL  Wm.  Smifh  above  named.  Judge  Strong  was  several 
times  elected  to  the  legislature  of  this  state,  and  held  the  office 
of  first  judge  of  the  cotmty  courts  from  1783  to  1794.  He 
was  an  extensive  practical  firmer,  and  was  esteemed  a  man  of 
excellent  understanding  and  nuich  intellio^ence.  His  children 
were  eight  in  number,  the  most  of  whom  are  now  living.  He 
conveyed  his  large  estate  of  JSIount'^lSliscTy  to  his  son  Thomas 
S.  Strong,  Esq.,  who  lias  also  held  the  office  of  first  judge  for 
a  period  of  thirteen  years.  This  valuable  tract  of  land  lies 
upon  the  east  side  of  iIjc  iiarbor  of  Port  Jeiierson,  and  has  the 
harbor  of  Old  ]Mans  on  the  cast.  It  contains  many  hundred 
acres  of  land,  and  mucii  line  timber.  The  surf  ice  is  uneven, 
but  the  soil  is  of  good  qu  ility,  and  produces  abundance  of 
fifrass,  hay,  and  graiti. 

I'he  Harbor  of  Fori  J'jn  rsun.  Setavkct  Harbor^  and  Old- 
Field  B((t/,  have  one  conuiion  inlet  from  tiie  Sound  ;  and  the 
two  former  atlbrd  excel iLiit  accommodations  for  vessels  of  a 
middling  class.  The  village  of  Port  Jefferson  (formerly 
Drown  Meadow)  has  hitoly  become  a  place  of  some  commer- 
cial importance  ;  it  is  pleasantly  situated  at  the  head  of  the  bay, 
and  may  contain  a  population  of  three  hundred,  principally  en- 
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craircd  in  ship-building  and  navigation.  Horc  are  several  ship- 
yards, railways,  stores,  hotels,  and  a  considerable  nuiuber  of 
mechanics.  It  is  much  indebted  for  its  commenccnionl  tmd 
present  prosperity  to  the  enterprise  of  the  late  Captani  J  nni 
AVi'sie,  v/ho  began  to  build  vessels  here  about  forty  years  u'j^kk 
About  three  miles  eastward  of  tliis  place  is  the  seulerneijt  oi 
Old  Ma/iSj  consisting  mostly  of  farmers.  The  siukice  i.s  l)ro- 
ken  and  stony,  and  the  soil  of  rather  an  indiiferent  qu;tiity  ; 
there  is,  however,  a  considerable  tract  of  salt  meadow  bctweou 
the  upland  and  the  Sound,  which  is  highly  valuable.  Two 
miles  further  east  is  the  village  of  Millers  Place^  situated  on  a 
handsome  plain,  considerably  elevated,  and  overlooking-  the 
Sound  to  a  great  distance.  It  was  first  settled  by  Andrew  Mil- 
ler in  1671,  and  the  most  ancient  grave  found  lii-re  is  tb.ai  i)}' 
his  daughter,  who  died  a  young  woman  in  }C){i\^.  This  15  ;ii 
quiet  and  handsome  village,  containing  about  twciity-li v«.'  dw« 
hngs  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  inhabitaiits.  The  .vui  i;,- 
excellent  and  well  cultivated.  A  small  but  neat  aca-Ieiir/  was 
built  in  1S34,  and  has  proved  thus  far  a  usei'ul  instituij.>!i. 

*S'e^a?«/jen'eceives  its  name  from  being  the  pruicipul  resi« 
deuce  of  the  Seatalcot  tribe  of  Indians.  It  is  tiie  ol<le>t  and  movi 
populous  settlement  in  the  town,  is  situated  njum  buth  i 
of  the  hari,^or,  and  occupies  about  two  square  nni;  s,  beinir  n'  arl y 
equidistant  from  Port  Jetferson  on  the  e4ist,aiui  Sai!i-  y  -.u 
the  west.  For  many  years  after  the  first  arrival  of  t?  --  v.  )':!'  p 
pie,  and  before  the  erection  of  mills,  their  gra:!i  wa<  r.,  irv!  y.  1  {  » 
Milford  and  other  places  in  ConnecticiU,  to  be  ni:\de  in(<>  fi.-iir. 
A.  grist  mill  was,  in  1690,  built  upon  the  east  >icl''  et  ilic  viH  r--', 
which  has  been  discontinued  for  more  tliaii  sevcniy  y*  ars : 
one  having  been  erected  upon  the  stream  on  the  vv  r^t  M,le, 
which  has  been  succeeded  by  one  more  valuable,  a  fuw  ye:irs 
since.  Setauket  was  the  scene  of  many  revolutionary  events, 
and  no  small  number  of  roliberies  and  murders  were  com- 
mitted by  the  British  and  tlieir  Toryallie.-.  In  1777  a  b  idy 
of  the  enemy,  commanded  by  (.'ol.  Richard  Hewlett,  had  taken 
possession  of  the  Presbyterian  cliurch,  and  surrounded  it  with 
a  picket  and  otiier  means  of  defence.  On  the  14th  of  August, 
iibout  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  under  tlie  command  of  Col. 
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Parsons,  embarked  from  Black  Rock  in  a  sloop  and  six  whale- 
boats,  witli  muskols  and  a  brass  six-poundor,  for  the  pnr[)oseof 
capturing  the  force  encamped  here.  They  handed  before  day- 
break the  next  morning  at  Crane-Neck- [lend,  where,  leaving 
their  boats  with  a  suthcient  guard,  marclied  as  quick  as  possible 
to  the  vilIao:e.  A  fla^-  of  truce  was  sent  to  the  church  de- 
manding  a  surrender,  which  being  refused,  the  firing  commenc- 
ed on  both  sides.  In  a  siiort  time  word  was  brousrht  froni  tlie 
boats,  that  some  Critish  ships  were  proceeding  down  the  Soniid, 
and  fearing  that  their  return  might  be  intercepted,  Col.  Parsons 
ordered  a  retreat  to  the  b(~)a(s,  and  the  party  arrived  again  at 
Black  Rock  the  same  eveumg,  with  a  few  of  the  enemy's  horses 
and  some  miUtury  stores.  The  soldiers  engaged  in  this  ex- 
pedition were  voluntt^f^rs  from  Col  Webb's  regiment,  among 
whom  were  the  Rev,  jir.  Creenc  and  the  late  Captain  Brew- 
ster. Tweuty  years  an.d  one  month  thereafter  the  former  was 
installed  minister  of  the  same  church,  than  ud^ich  a  more  im- 
probable event  could  hardly  have  been  conjectured. 

The  village  of  ^Stoncy-  Jhook  is  on  the  western  side  of  the 
town,  adjoining  the  Sound,  and  has  one  of  the  best  and  most 
accessible  harbors  upon  this  part  of  the  island.  The  number 
of  dwellings  is  about  sixty,  and  the  population  between  three 
and  four  hundred.  Sfiip-building  has  been  advantageously 
conducted  here  for  many  years,  the  place  being  much  nidcbt- 
ed  for  its  present  prosperity  to  the  energy  and  industry  of  the 
Mate  Captain  Ggorge  Hallock.  Tiiere  are  one  brig,  eight  sclioon- 
ers,  and  fifteen  sloops  now  owiied  Iiere,  all  engaged  in  the 
coasting  trade.  More  th:;5i  four  thousand  cords  of  oak  and 
walnut  vvood  are  annually  sent  from  this  port ;  and  there  are 
returned  about  twenty  thousand  bushels  of  asfies,  one  thousand 
of  bone,  and  three  thousand  loads  of  street  maniire.  It  is,  on 
the  whole,  a  place  of  co5if  idcrahle  activity,  and  v/ell  located  for 
business.  iM'Uiy  hundred  loads  of  h:idian  shells  found  here, 
have  been  used  for  tertiliziiur  the  soil  in  the  neighborhood,  some 
of  whicfi  shells  were  covered  by  a  stratum  of  sand  of  more  than 
five  feet  in  depth. 

Corjim  IS  situated  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  has  been 
the  seat  of  town  business  for  more  than  sixty  years,  ;  town  meet- 
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ings  havins^  previously  been  held  ai  Setanket.  'i'h«.'  duvllm  js 
are  not  numeroas,  and  the  population  only  one  hundrui  and 
fifiy.  It  has  a  level  surface  and  a  sandy  soil,  with  hr:!*-  ii;:*u- 
ral  fertility.  Here  is  ine  town  poor-house,  with  a  siuail  ;.:r::i 
attacliedj  which  is  well  cultivated;  mostly  by  ih-.;- iuuiaf'  -  :  n.- 
liouse ;  and  the  poor  are  not  only  decently  but  coiti:>  riai  ;  v 
maintained,  at  a  small  expense  to  the  towii.  In  or  nr.  r  t:^i^ 
villa2:e  the  British  had  accnmnlated  a  large  qnanniy  i>i  i-.-race 
in  the  winter  of  1780,  which  was  entirely  dc>trov<'d  by  a 
few  troops  under  Col.  Tallmadge  on  the  23d  of  Novrni! » r. 
while  on  their  return  from  a  successful  expedition' to  j]a>i!r-. 

It  is  with  no  small  gratification  vv^e  are  enabled  to  i(s«;nti<)!i 
that  Dr.  Isaac  Hulse,  now  a  distin^-nished  surgeoii  oftl-'"  n.ivy, 
was  born  here,  Aui^ust  31,  1790,  being  the  yon!i<rest  sn;i      i;  r 
l;>to  Caleb  Hulse,  Esq.,  of  this  place.    AVlhloa  yoni'  i.  b  •  '.•  ^ 
paternal  roof,  and  set  out  to  seek  or  make  hisou  n  I'on.ii.'     Ju  a 
short  time  he  was  found  engaged  in  teachinir  a  sn;.'ii        oS  in 
the  county  of  \Vcstcheslcr,  v^'ilere,  l)y  liis  amiabif  «  <,-{Hir:i  i 
and  desire  for  improvement,  he  attractt-d  the  attt  nti*-!!  of  v 
respectable  and  iiitelligent  individuals,  wlio  gave  Inm  ir  <^  -v  - 
cess  to  their  libraries.    This  rare  opportunity  la-  did  la  r  f.r.i  :o 
improve,  and  his  thir.^t  f  )r  knowledge  k''[»t  [-:!C'>  v.  ih  1  :^  ^  i- 
vancement.    His  first  earnings  ua  re  employ- d  in  ;  r  ; 
struction  from  others,  and  at  the  Janiair;^  acad^^n: v  *  d 
an  acquaintance  with  the  Latin,   Greek.  i'.;:d        :  -  ;  » 
guages,  in  which  he  so  far  iniprovcd  lIim^rl;  i  y  bi  ■  .  >  . 

mitted  exertions,  as  in  a  short  space  to  bvable  (•>  i.i  \-  .  .  -  .  . 
In  a  few  years  he  was  engaged  in  su{)ermt'..!i(]e!/   *  „ 
school  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  by  \i\<  c-     -  ■  ■  <'p; 
tion  was  in  a  short  time  sullicientiy  advanxti  t-*  ,  ni.  r  i;  ■  ;  •  • 
study  of  medicine  in  tlje  university  of  .Maryland,  and  a"!..ait  li..^ 
year  1820  was  honored  with  a  diploma  and  a  iiolil  n.cdal  r.s  tiie 
reward  of  merit. 

In  1821  he  received  the  commi.ssion  of  assisinnl  surgeon  m 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  made  several  cruises  in 
national  vessels  to  tiie  coast  of  Africa,  tlie  West  Indies,  and  tlh- 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  In  1824  he  v.\as  appointed  surgeon  to  ibe 
Navy  Hospital  at  Gosport,  Virginia  ;  and  soon  after  was  traih^- 
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ferrcd,  at  his  own  request,  to  the  hospital  at  Pensacola,  where 
he  continued  with  increasing  reputation,  till  September,  ISuS, 
when  he  received  tVoni  President  Van  Buren  the  appointtncnt 
of  Fleet  Surgeon  of  the  West  India  squadron,  to  which  he  is 
still  attached.  Ilis  medical  reports  to  tlie  secretary  of  the 
navy  exhibit  talents  and  acquirements  ofahigli  order;  indeed, 
it  is  rare  to  find  an  individual,  who,  with  so  lew  advantages, 
and  by  his  own  unassisted  endeavors,  has  acquired  such  distiijc- 
tion.  or  secured  so  prominent  a  reputation  in  his  profession,  as 
Dr.  llulse.  AVhile  his  private  character  and  scientific  accom- 
plishments do  honor  to  his  birth-place,  his  wonderful  success 
may  well  serve  as  a  stimulus  to  all  ambitious  youth,  who  aspire 
to  fame  and  usefalne^s  in  any  profession. 

Paichog-ue,  so  called  from  the  name  of  the  Indian  tribe  that 
once  possessed  the  territory  around  it,  is  the  most  compact  and 
populous  village  on  the  south  side  of  the  island.  It  contains 
seventy-five  dweUings  and  between  four  and  five  hundred  inha- 
bitants. It  has  a  Congregational  and  a  Methodist  church,  two  ho- 
tels, several  stores,  a  gri.^t  mill,  paper  mill,  two  cotton  factories,  one 
of  woollen  cloth,  two  tanneries,  and  other  mechanical  branches. 
It  is,  upon  the  whole,  a  pleasant  village,  and  much  resorted  to 
by  strangers,  on  account  of  its  vicinity  to  the  bay  and  ocean, 
and  the  numerous  game  which  they  afford.  It  is  distant  sixty 
miles  from  the  city  of  Xew-York,  and  upon  the  great  thorough- 
fare from  Brooklyn  to  Sagg  Harbor.  Four  miles  east,  and  ad- 
joining the  margin  of  the  bay,  is  the  recently-built  village  of 
Bell-Pori,  which  ov.-es  its  origin  to  the  spirit  and  enterprise 
of  Thomas  and  .Tohn  Hell  nud  a  few  others.  It  already 
contains  more  than  thirty  dwellings  and  two  hundred  inhabit- 
ants, an  academy,  three  stores,  two  ship-yards,  railw^ays,  and 
wharves  extending  several  hundred  feet  into  the  bay.  From 
the  pros^ress  already  inadc,  it  is  lut  reasonable  to  anticipate  a 
considerable  advancement  in  its  busmess  and  population. 
Five  miles  east  of  this  place  is  another,  called  Fire-Place^  where 
is  a  miii,  ])ablic-house,  a  church,  and  some  half  a  dozen  dwel- 
lings. It  IS  chioily  important  as  a  rendezvous  for  sportsmen. 
The  stream  called  Jjusl-Connccticiii  commences  in  the  middle 
of  the  island,  and  terminates  in  the  bay  a  distance  of  twelve 
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miles.  It  abounds  with  trout,  and  some  orher  fish  oftlio  nn'-st 
kind.  Crossing  this  stream  to  the  east,  we  come  to  that  part  of 
Col.  Smith's  original  purcliase  called  by  the  Indians  Mii^f-<\  nnd 
divided  into  several  forms,  one  of  which  formerly  l"  i<;i.::<  d  to 
General  William  Floyd,  and  another  to  the  lanitiitvd  (i-  iiT  d 
Vv'oodhull.  The  general  beauties  and  delights  of  tins  roniai,iiC 
spot  hare  been  so  happily  depicted  by  the  poet  J/(  anw,  ihav 
we  shall  gratify  the  reader  by  the  insertion  of  his  verses  : 

THE  GROVES  OF  MASTIC. 

Far  in  a  sunny  cool  retreat, 

From  folly  and  lioni  noise  remote, 
I  shun  the  scorching,  noon-day  heat, 

Contented  in  my  peaceful  cot; 
Thro'  towns  and  glades  I  oileu  stray ; 

Of  turn  somewhat  monastic, 
And  spend  the  solitary  day 

Amongst  the  groves  at  Mastic. 

Dame  Nature,  in  a  kinder  mood, 

When  things  wtre  i\r>i  created, 
Decreed  this  spot  near  oc  an's  ilocd, 

An  F/ien  whi^n  coip.plttcd: 
Here  all  the  luxuries  ofhtV, 

She  spread  with  liand  ail  pKisrc, 
Beyond  the  roach  of  noise  stii'e, 

Among  the  Gr^-ws  ;ti  MunIic. 

When  Spring  her  annual  viv^/i  pays, 

So!  pucs  a  brighter  f-ice  on. 
And  Zephyr  fdls  our  cicuks  and  h,»ys, 

With  brant  and  gcesc  in  scas,>n  ; 
Here,  on  Smith's  Point,  -vvt;  tnk«»  our  «:<».'>a  ; 

When  free  from  toils  gyUiri.iiCic, 
Where  Death  and  k'ul  go  hard  i.'i  h.irid, 

Among  the  fowl  at  Mastic. 

Sometimes  the  tim'rous  trout  w :  wail 

Along  the  streamlet's  border, 
With  welWisscnib'u-d  t\y  ox  baa, 

And  tacki'-i  in  ga.  d  t'rd*:r. 
Or  catch  the  huge  tauM  i  vjus  basi, 

Be  \\\  ,  cours-.'  t  'rt  so  drastic, 
While  silting  Oil  tlio  verdatJt  grass, 

Close  by  iht;  Grovci  at  Mastic. 

or 
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The  grouse,  the  pheasant,  and  the  quail, 

la  turn  wc  take  by  change?, 
Or  hunt  the  buck  with  flippant  tail, 

Astlirough  tlic  wood  he  r.mges  ; 
This  strings  our  nerves  !  oh,  pleasant  toil, 

Wc  want  no  epispastic, 
Nor  Doctor,  with  his  castor  oil, 

Among  tliC  Groves  at  Mastic. 

There  rosy  health,  of  blooming  liue. 

That  wholesome  child  of  morn, 
Is  seen  on  faces  not  a  few, 

Tlioir  features  to  adorn: 
Here  krjgih  of  life  makes  wisdom  sage, 

Life  s  active  spring  elastic, 
And  lets  none  dli',  except  with  age. 

Among  the  groves  at  IMastic. 

Moriches  is  that  p;irt  of  the  town  lying  easterly  from  Mastic, 
and  extends  frotn  Mastic  River  to  the  eastern  limits  of  Brook- 
haven.  Tiic  country  is  thinly  settled,  and  the  people  mostly 
farmers.  The  soil  is  sandy,  with  a  slight  mixture  of  loam  ;  but 
from  the  ficility  of  mamirin:-{  with  sea-weed  and  fish,  is  made 
tolerably  productive.  The  name  of  Long- Wood  has  lately  been 
conferred  upon  a  part  of  Col.  Smitli's  purchase  between  the 
north  and  south  country  roads,  owned  by  one  of  his  descendants, 
William  Sidney  Sn^ith.  The  following  account  of  the  loss  of 
human  Hfe  nearihi<  place  is  recorded  in  the  New- York  Journal 
of  February  10,  177-1  : 

"  On  Monday,  tr.o  CIth  uU.  the  house,  of  Mr.  Jesse  Raynor,  in  St.  George's 
Manor,  was  desrrnycd  In'  y.rr.  His  v,  ife  had  sent  their  five  smaller  children  to 
bed  in  a  loft,  to  v/hi  ^h  tlit  y  ded  by  a  ladder,  and  had  with  them  a  piece  of 
pine-knot  liglucd.  Tue  sir:iv,  -:><.i!  ;  ..c-k  fire.  She  went  up,  and  threw  the  burn- 
ing bed  down  the  bole  of  ;!!■■  •.  lii  -h,  falling  on  the  tloor,  burst  into  a  llaine. 
Pier  husband  capue  with  ^  M'^  of  tr,e  iiriiriibors,  and  saved  a  part  of  the  goods. 
But  when  he  perceived  n.;t  ins  wifr  and  cin'dren,  his  aniriush  was  inconsolable. 
The  eldest  daughter,  who  wen-  for  her  fa'her,  could  tell  nothing  after  t.He  throwing 
down  of  the  bed  f  on^  the  Ijf:.  As  ib-  .e  is  v.o  person  surviving;  who  "sva5])rescnt 
at  the  conclusion  of  tliis  av-  f  d  ti  j-fdy,  nothing  more  is  known  than  that  his 
wife  and  five  children  wrre  d''3ij..  yed,  some  of  their  bones  beir.g  discovered 
among  the  burning  ruins.'' 

It  has  been  .'^een.  tliat  among  tiie  first  European  settlers  of  this 
town  was  Richard  Fioyd.  He  was  a  native  of  Vv^ales,  from 
whence  he  emigrated  in  1654.  .By  the  frequent  divisions  of 
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\md  amon<^the  proprietors  of  the  town,  as  well  as  l*v  iiiti-.v:.!  :a 
purcliase,  he  becams  in  time  the  owner  of  a  con  -i  i-'-a:.'.  •  rr  : 
estate,  some  of  which  is  still  possessed  by  his  p  H' 
was  a  mao^istrate  in  the  town  and  a  colonel  of  i  V  .jii 

the  frequent  recurrence  of  his  name  in  the  records  oj  tM.it  p  r,  j, 
it  is  evident  that  he  was  not  only  a  person  of  distiact!  >n.  :  ri 
highly  intelligent  and  useful  man.  The  inscripii*Ki  <  ;  ;.  . 
tomb  is  illegible;  but  upon  that  of  his  wife  cnonn^U  romuus  i  » 
show  that  she  died  at  eighty  years  of  age  in  170'.).  li  s  ^  r; 
Richard  was  born  in  1661.  and  married  a  ddughtv-r  of  C  -1. 
"William  Nicolls  of  Islip,  The  inscription  upon  his  tomb  de- 
clares him  to  have  been  colonel  of  the  county,  and  judi-e  of  (iif 
common  pleas.  His  death  took  place  February  "iS,  ]7:]7.  - 
of  his  daughters  married  her  cousit),  William  NiC  'Ils,  an  J 
another  was  the  wife  of  Col.  Thomas  DonL^an,  <-r!!')r  i* 
province.  Mrs.  Nicolls  survived  lier  husl»-uul,  u.if:.'-i 
Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  of  Stratford,  Connei-ticiu,  a  ";  :  ^  :» 
president  of  the  coiieo;c  of  New-Yoric.  Tiii^  third  li  .  i 
Floyd  was  like  his  father,  a  man  of  wcahh  and  r-.'-  ut  ii  - 

was  also  a  colonel  of  the  county  and  judge  of  liio  rowi  :  .  , 
His  death  took  place  April  21,  1771.  IJischiidreu  wrr.  i;.    ,  i.  j 
Elizabeth,  John,  Margaret,  Benjamin,  Gdi^'^rt.  \\  in  -  mi.  ,M  .r.-, 
and  Anne.    Richard,  the  eldest,  m  irri'-'d  Arra'-  i!       ;      :  '  ? 
Judge  David  Jones,  of  Queen's  County,  an  i  i  •  ^ 

farm  at  Mastic,  which  was  afterwards  Voi.r.i  d  1  .  ;   .  . 
rence  to  the  enemy  in  the  revolution  :  he  diod  at  li:-  < 
John's.  His  children  were  Elizabeth,  Ann--,  a  id  D  w  i  ][      r  I. 
The  latter,  in  pursuance  of  the  will  of  J  i  lje  J         ;  -.  i  '  ;.• 
legal  authority,  adopted  the  name  of  Jones.    If  -  n.  -^n  h  >.,»:■;, 
daughter  of  Hendrick  Onderdonk,  and  d;-d  1^  '  r;:  sfv  \'l 
leaving  two  sons,  to  wit:  Brigadier  (Iru.ii:  T.i  '.ni>  W'^.  A 
Jones,  and  Major  General  Hei;ry  l  'I-)yd  Jui;c.^,  the  last  ul  wiioni 
is  now  a  senator  in  the  state  legislature. 

G-:vf:rvl  Wvjaxsi  Floyd  nv:u  Ui-.  s.i'i  ..f  N : :  ):i  I ':.>yJ,  an  i  :rr  if--;- ^r^'ls  >ri 
of  Ine  fir^t  Ricluini,  who  bLiiI',  i  at  rr-  in  1  '..'),'».     ILs  I'l'iKf  hi.!  \)--.'-:  -s, 

Suv-^ri         ji-.-n,  VVi-..':  ?    A'-.:  : \  (/.  ir^'  j,  M:r.i^  ;\n  \  T  -^':; 

U'.\\  Uii::yl.  G'i.o^ul  r:;yi  '.vas  h.r,^  at  Mastic,  Docc'nbcT  ITth,  I'M. 
His  ei:.y- eJj'.uiji:  .v..  ^  li  j:  ;,  i .  i':  ■>  n  t'l ;  \v.?iUh  air]  ability  of  iiis  utiier, 
niight  have  b.en  e.vp;;c:ei.    H::>  jiaijr.il  int'jl!i^::nco  was  great,  jinJ  Lis  uvi'-al 
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character  elevated.  His  first  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Williv'vrn  Jones  of  South- 
ampton, by  whom  he  hud  three  children,  NicoU,  iNIviry,  and  Catherine.  The 
former  has  long  possessed  the  estate  at  Mastic,  and  enjoyed  in  an  eminent  degree 
the  public  respect  and  conn'.ience.  IMary  married  Col.  Benjcimin  Talltnodge  of 
Litchfield;  and  Caiheriiie  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Samuel  Clark.son  ot'Philadel- 
phia.  The  second  wire  of  Gen.  Floyd  was  a  daughter  of  B-^najah  Strong  of 
Setauket,  by  whom  he  had  two  daugiiters,  Ann  and  Eliza.  The  fa-st  mariied 
George  Clinton,  son  of  the  late  Vice-President  of  the  L^nited  States  ;  and  the 
other  became  the  witc  or  James  Piatt  of  Ut  ca.  Mrs.  Clinton,  alter  the  death  of 
her  husband,  married  Abraham  Varick  of  New-York.  Gen.  Floyd  was  early 
chosen  an  officer  in  tlie  mill'.ia  of  Suffolk  County,  and  rose  eventually  to  the  rank 
of  Major  General,  fie  was  soon  after  elected  a  member  of  the  provincial  assem- 
bly, and  in  177 1  was  sent  a  delegate  from  this  province  to  the  first  continental 
congress.  In  1777  he  was  elected  a  senator;  and  on  the  9th  of  September  of 
that  year  took  his  seat  in  the  f  rst  constitutional  legislature  of  this  stare.  On  the 
15ih  of  October,  1778,  li-i  was  appointed  by  the  legislature  a  member  of  con- 
gress, and  was  re-apjtoii.ted,  on  the  14th  of  October,  1779,  in  conjunction  with 
Ezra  L'Hommedieu  and  John  Sloss  Hobart.  He  was  also  one  of  that  insmortal 
band  of  patriots,  who,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  signed  and  published  to  the 
■world  the  great  charter  of  American  Iirdi'pendence.  "When  the  Briiisli  took  pos- 
session of  Long  Island,  his  tarnily  fled  for  safety  to  Connecticut  ;  his  house  was 
occupied  by  the  enemy,  ai.d  iie  remained  an  exile  from  his  estate  for  nearly  seven 
years.  The  devastations  connnitted  upon  his  property  in  his  absence,  were  very 
great.  In  17S'4  he  pmoinsvd  a  valuable  tract  of  land  in  Oneida  County,  and  to 
which  he  removed  wii.ii  Ins  funily  in  1803.  There  he  continued  to  reside  with 
the  good  opinion  of  ins  f<:'  ow-citizens,  and  in  compajative  independence,  till  his 
death,  which  occurrc^i  at  ^V"t'ston,  August  4th,  ISOi. 

At  an  early  period  ofth.^  controversy  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies, 
the  feelings  of  Gen.  Floyd  w.  re  strongly  enlisted  on  ti;e  side  of  the  people,  and  he 
entered  with  zeal  into  ev.TV  ni''aNure  calculated  to  ensure  theirrights  and  liberties. 
These  feelings  on  his  part  evei'ed  a  correspondent  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the 
people,  and  led  to  his  subs- tpi.  nt  iij-jiointment  to  the  first  continental  congress, 
which  met  at  Philadel,"  hia  iI^l-  r)ih  of  Seprchib&r,  1774  :  and  he  most  heartily  con- 
curred in  all  measures  ajM:):..d  by  tlu't  luidy.  He  st-rved  on  numerous  important 
committees,  and  by  iris  Truor  :u,u  ndi  nty  rendered  essentia!  service  to  the  patriotic 
cause.  He  enjoyed  unu.-u.u  1'.'  tiil  ne:!r  ti:c  close  of  life,  tind  the  faculties  of 
his  mind  reraain.ed  unim}'air-  d  to  the  In  his  person,  he  wa.s  of  a  middle 

stature,  and  possessed  a  n.iUii.il  di'/ijity,  v.  l.ich  st-lcom  faiUd  to  in\ure;is  those  with 
whom  he  associated.  He  v.  . is  »  uinii  iitly  a  jMi'.etii-al  man,  without  ostenttition 
or  vanity.    When  his  plans  •..'■i''  o  -:•,],  he  t'ound  no  rea-OM  to  alter  theni ; 

and  his  firmness  and  n  s.jlu;;'  n  -v  w.  -u.;oin  e.nialh  d.  In  his  [  uhrical  character 
there  was  much  to  admire.  I  !i.;">pii!i  .n.d  ifuh  j)cndi^nt,  las  vieu  s  v/ere  his  ov.'n, 
ftnd  his  opinions  thtj  resn't  of  i  and  r.-ficctKMu    If  the  public  estimation  ot  ,i 

man  be  a  just  criti  rion  by  v.  i.icii  t._.  jud-e,  General  Fioyd  was  exceiied  by  tew 
of  his  cu:er.4|)0!  ari -s ;  f.»r  i(i,,ro  iliau  fifty  years,  he  was  honored  by  iii 

fcllovz-eiiizeti-s  With  u::I:i; ; '  !"t!i:si  and  responsibility. 

rvATiJ.tsiKL  NoRi^iN.    Aiii'jii.;  the  number  of  native-born  citi/.ens  of  I-'-  -'-  ,' 
Island,  wiio  conlnb'iied  by  thvir  tairnts  and  exertions  to  a'-.-ert  and  citai-h- 
fretuioru  and  independence  of  th<.jr  cou\.try,  and  whose  be-si  il  ^ys  were  d'.v..:v,.l  ;^ 
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her  service  ;  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  many  worthy  individusls  have  p.i^st,!  into  ■ 
oblivion,  while  scarcely  any  tiung  is  rciiieinb'Crod  of  tiu'ir  [><\(U'''iiar  Sf  fvica', 
however  much  their  efforts  may  have  contributed  to  siirr*::;^  in  liu-t  d.irk  and 
trying  period  of  Americcin  history.  In  the  rank  of  tliis  class  oC  it.im.'is  laay 
reckoned  the  subject  of  this  notice,  yet  it  is  eviiiont  tliat  he  {)<rrrT;i!i  d  jhu.  h  lu 
the  sacred  cause  of  liberty  and  his  country.  Mr.  Norton  was  \hhu  '.n  Bfut.^i.^iTirn^ 
in  the  year  1712.  What  were  the  particular  circunisiiincts  :tnd  i r..tr>i  <if 
his  juvenile  days  are  not  exactly  known.  At  an  early  aj^e  he  vuli-.n--  -  ti  a 
private  in  the  provincial  corps  in  the  French  war,  (which  comniciicu  -.u  l".-^;.  j 
in  the  force  commanded  by  Major  General  Bradstreet ;  and  in  the  y as 
stationed  at  Oswego.  Mr.  jNorton  displayed  on  all  occasions  itie  ch  irat  ics:  : .  4 
of  a  brave  and  prudent  soldier.  In  the  beginning  of  1776  he  was  a't-.pu.iitt-j  siaI 
commissioned  as  lieutenant  in  the  fourth  IN'ew-York  Continental  R(  ,.:;i:it  i.t,  r,  -a- 
manded  by  Coh  Henry  B.  Livingston  ;  and  continued  attached  to  i;  .1  i  i  -iy  t:U 
toward  the  end  of  the  year  1731, -when  the  five  New-York  regiments  vw..-<-  c  m- 
solidated  ;  and  although  he  was  not  appointed  to  a  command  m  lh(•^L•  r^-.:!  k.<  r.:f, 
yet  such  was  the  estiniate  of  his  services  and  usefulni^ss,  that  hi.s  \iy  .mj  f  j.  - 
pointtnonts  were  continued  to  iiim  during  the  remaindei  of  the  w.ir  ,  :  ;  ;  a 
resolution  of  Congress  became  entitled  to  his  due  succcsb^wji  "f  r;i!.h  1  . 
same  year  he  was  secretly  commissioned  by  Governor  Cln. ton  !o  .  ,  .s 

money  from  the  wealthy  \Yhig  inhabitants  of  Long  Islaiid  i  t  i  .  ■     .  ■  <■ 

government ;  and  thereupon  the  better  to  conoeal  tins  (u  j  0;  a:,  J  1  .  ^  f  « 

was  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  small  national  ve-st-l  cuC  >i  "  -  -r. 

in  which  he  cruised  in  the  Sound,  betw-.-cti  Suii  l'.-s  P       a'.:A  .N    ■.  :.  ^       1     •  •» 
business  he  was  very  successful,  and  obtained  lar.,'c  mn.i^  en  tia-  ;'.  ,  ;.  •  .     -  , 
ernment,  which  he  regularly  delivered  to  the  governor.     Ciit  iiu  .N  ;,-;    '.t  i 
previously  done  duty  in  the  corps  dc  rcscrir:  ul  ttie  i>a:tlc  of  M-     :    -"-    '  '•  '  •  f 
23th  of  June,  177S,  and  was  en.raged  withtlie  ;\rtiUfry  m  i:..si  'i     '  ..  I'i 
wards  accompanied  General  Suiiivan  in  tiic  ex j.d.iithjn  .^-a.!  .  s  ^    .  >■.-.. 

then  occupying  the  western  part  of  this  slat'-,  but  v,      ]>'  v  1  ■.'  :  ■-  ^? 

from  taking  c-.n  active  part  in  the  actiojjs  uf  i^cniu-.'  ll^.  ^/i  • 
which  led  to  the  capture  of  the  British  army  un  J'.  r  I5  ..r.:  A  " 

Captain  Norton  retired  to  his  farm  in  this  town,  anii  r-  :  !  •   '»    *         ■  - 

he  became  an  elder,  and  subse^jiuently  a  minist',  r  in  th*-  \)  i\  \ .  :    ■  ■■  ■ .       i    •* ; 
settled  for  some  time  in  Connecticut,  and  aficrv/ard-i  ;.'  ii  • 
In  1805,  age  and  bodily  iTiGrmity  nuide  it  nf  oe:--.s:iry  \'->  .'■  •  '  ; 

ties,  and  he  .=?pentthe  remainder  of  his  days  in  rcrjifi.;' I.:  ,  ■•  .  i  ;  ,  -.vi 
the  government  enabled  liitii  to  do  in  a  coniiVut.'^'n-  m-.-'a-.-.-t  i ;  .  .  ;  =  ■  rs 
"Were  active  and  vigorous,  bis  memory  rettMitivr,  an^i  '       .■.  i  .  % 

interesting  and  agreeable.    He  died  .sud'hTi!y,  v,-li.!.  on  .1  t    N-  -a-^  -  ;k,ihc 

7lhof  October,  1»37;  and  his  funeral  so'<::ni>n;  s  v.  •  r-  utt-  s  i  d  !  y  hi^  •  ^.rwvi;,- 
brethren  of  the  Cincinnati,  of  which  he  v.  as,  at  li:--  (im.-  uf  lus  (J*.itii,  ih-  vld'  l 
member.  By  his  own  previoits  (iosire  h; s  ■■  iy  v.  ;<-  conveyed  to  Brcokliavcii, 
and  inirrred  in  tlic  burial-ground  uf  the  Ii.i;.iii.t  chuica  at  Coru.m  on  the  5  0tii  oi 
October,  l.-)o7. 

Calf.!J  Bar.wsTEH,  was  l>o!  ;i  ;it  S-'taukct,  in  the  town  of  Brookiiaven,  in  17S7. 
He  was  til;;  son  of  B''ni:uiiin  Hrcv/stcr,  irraiidson  of  Danie  l  Br'^vstcr,  aii-i  -.'v.;t- 
grandaon  of  the  Rev.  Njth.  \  Drif  v,  sicr  of  that  place,  who  is  sup{->vScd  to  I  -j^c 
been  a  nephew  of  Elder  V/iiii.iia  Brewster,  who  arrived  with  the  piigr:ms  at 
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Plymouth  in  1620.  The  father  of  Mr.  Brewster  was  a  farmer,  and  the  educa- 
tion of  his  son  was  restricted  to  the  orJinciry  brandies  taught  in  a  country  school, 
which  at  that  period  comprehended  only  roadini^,  writing',  and  arithmetic.  Being 
naturally  of  an  ardent  and  enterprising  disposition,  and  anxious  to  explore  be- 
yond the  connnes  of  his  native  town,  he  chose  the  life  of  a  sailor  ;  and  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  engaged  himself  on  board  a  whaling  v-essel,  commanded  by  Captain 
Jonathan  "Worth,  bound  to  the  coast  of  Greenland.  His  next  voyage  was  to 
London  in  a  nierclian:  ship,  and  upon  his  return  found  his  country  involved  in 
the  revolutionary  contest.  His  enthusiasm  in  the  cause  of  liberty  did  not  allow 
him  to  hesitate  for  a  moment  the  course  which  his  duty  called  him  to  pursue, 
and  he  immediately  volunteered  his  services  in  securing  American  independence. 
He  was  honored  in  a  short  time  with  the  commissiou  of  lieutenant  of  artillery, 
and  from  that  time  forward  was  eminently  distinguished  for  zeal  and  intrepi- 
dity, possessing  to  the  fullest  extent  the  confidence  of  the  officers  of  the  army  and 
that  of  the  commaiider-iu-cuicf.  In  siiort,  such  v/as  the  exalted  opinion  enter- 
tained of  his  integrity,  courage,  patriotism,  and  prudence,  that  in  177S  he  was 
employed  as  a  confi  lenrial  and  secret  agent  of  Congress ;  and  he  devoted  himseU 
through  the  remainder  of  the  struifrle  in  procuring  and  transmitting  the  most 
minute,  accurate,  and  Important  Inteltigcnce  relative  to  the  movements  and  in- 
tentions of  the  enemy  at  dilT^Jient  jioints,  and  particularly  in  New-York  and  on 
Long  Island:  for  which  he  was  uncommonly  well  qualified,  as  well  by  his 
intimate  topographical  knowlrd^'c  of  the  country,  as  his  acquaintance  with  the 
people  on  both  sides  the  great  political  question,  and  therefore  knew  in  whom,  of 
either  party,  he  could  venture  to  conliJe.  He  was  among  those  who,  under  Col. 
Parsons,  crossed  the  Soua  i  to  L^'Ug  Islan.d  in  August,  1777,  for  the  purpose  of 
capturing  a  body  of  Biit:-,!i  and  Turios,  who,  under  Col.  Hewlett,  had  taken  pos- 
session and  garrisoned  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Setauket.  On  the  '23d  oi 
June,  1760,  he  was  appoinUil  oav'tum  of  artillery,  and  was  frequently  engaged 
with  separate  gangs  of  niar;!ii.ii  rs,  who  sometimes  extended  their  predatory  ex- 
cursions upon  the  main.  In  Nov mlj-  r,  1760,  he  was  a  volunteer  in  tiie  expedi- 
tion under  Major  Tal!ma'.!.;o  to  the  south  side  of  Long  Island,  where  they  sur- 
prised and  took  prisoiicrs  a  party  of  iJri'.i^h  troops  encamped  upon  Smith's  Point 
at  Mastic,  and  on  their  return  dtstruy-d  a  large  quantity  of  hay  and  military 
stores  at  Corum.  In  17S1  he  cu^  v.^ed  with  and  captured  an  armed  boat  with  her 
whole  crew,  in  the  Sound,  wiiicli  he  (.arncd  j>;ift'ly  into  Black  Rock  Harbor. 
Upon  reporting  the  result  of  ti.i.>  o;u.^r|ir!<e  lo  the  commander-in-chief,  he  receiv- 
ed from  him  the  following,  in  reply  to  his  application  to  be  allowed  a  more  con- 
siderable force  : 

"  ilcad-Uuartcrs,  N.  w-Windsor,  Feb.  i23,  17S1. 
"  Sir.— It  is  not  in  my  power  at  prt-stnt  to  spare  any  further  number  of  men 
for  your  detachment,  as  I  am  obli^v- 1  to  call  in  niany  ;j;uard3,  and  weaken  other 
necessary  ones,  to  support  the  garriso/i  of  V.'t  st  Point.    Vou  v.'ill  dispose  of  the 
boat,  and  what  you  took  in  iicr,  t'^r  the  bencf.t  of  the  cajUors.    1  am,  sir, 

**  Yuur  obedient  servant, 

"  G.  Wasui.vgton." 
On  the  7th  of  Dec'-mbpr,  \'7'^2,  CaiHrsin  Brewster,  with  the  whale-boats  under 
his  command,  gave  clia-i*;  :<>  s-ivoral  arnii-/:  l)0.its  of  the  enemy  in  the  Sound,  and 
after  a  desperate  encouiitor,  in  which  most  of  ilie  men  on  both  sides  were  eiti'.er 
killed  or  v/ounded,  he  succeeded  in. capturing  two  of  the  enemy's  boats.  This 
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«^!i  in  lias  ;;cnerally  been  denominaLed ,  by  way  of  distinction,  the  boat  fizhf. ;  and 
ftl  the  time,  was  justly  considered,  in  connection  with  its  attendant  circu!:<- 
stjsi-ices,  one  of  the  most  valorous  and  extraordinary  en^n^jemcnts  of  tlicit  portfii- 
tnjs  period.  It  was  indeed  a  truly  perilous  adventure;  yrt  thf^  cnntrst  lasicsi  oi^ly 
tucniy  minutes,  and  sorne  of  his  boats  refusing  to  corne  up,  he  was  nr.|  cli.ji, 
from  his  peculiar  situation,  to  engage  with  the  enemy  almost  siiiir!-.' h  'i. 
During  tliis  short  but  terrible  conflict,  his  shoulder  was  pier<-:eii  by  a  ritl-  b  .M, 
■which  passed  out  at  his  back.  His  prudence  arid  re-solution  en.ibled  li'.n^  to  k'"  p 
this  occurrence  a  profound  secret  till  the  enemy  surrendered,  when  he  found  'ni:  ;- 
self  exhausted  from  the  effusion  of  blood-  After  reaching  the  shore,  he  was  ccit- 
fined,  under  the  hands  of  a  surgeon,  for  some  time  ;  for  the  injury  thus  received  he 
was  placed  upon  the  pension-roll  of  the  army,  and  continued  to  receive  agcaiuity 
from  his  country  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  participated  in  several  oth-r 
important  and  hazardous  engagements,  while  attached  to  the  line  of  the  army, 
the  interesting  particulars  of  wliich  it  is  now  impossible  to  ascertain,  as  none  of 
his  compatriots  on  those  occasions  are  now  living.  On  the  9th  of  March.  l'"^3, 
he  took  command  of  a  sloop  at  F'airfield,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  th-^  /' ,  a 
British  arm'vj  vessel  in  the  Sound  ;  and  as  soon  as  lie  came  near,  he  ordcrrd  \\'.<  m-Mi 
to  b':>ard  her  with  fixed  bayonets,  himself  leading  the  way.  In  less  two 
rninutr"s  she  became  their  prize.  Captain  Johnson  of  the  Fox,  au'i  two  ru-.  n  w»  :  c 
kilifd,  au'l  several  others  wounded  ;  v.'hile  Cap'iain  Brewstrr  had  xmx  a  j  ■  r-."n  in- 
jured. This  extraordinary  exertion  on  his  |  art  was  more  ti,.\!i  Ids  i'..'-n  su;!'? 
of  health  could  endure,  and  in  con:>equonce  of  which  h-'  v/as  rs-^nfiu'  d  lo  h.;s  !>•  d 
for  several  months.  When  he  recover*  d,  the  preliminaries  of  peace  lr,d  -mi  ex- 
changed, and  his  beloved  country  had  assumud  ht.r  appropri;\te  station  nnvng  ili'^ 
free  nations  of  the  earth.  In  1784  he  married  Anric.  daughter  of  J'-snathan  Lew- 
is, of  rairf.p'd,  Connecticut  ;  wlicrc  he  continticd  ailerwcMds  to  reside,  v.  l.t  n  n<-t 
in  public  service,  to  the  close  of  life.  In  170;5  i^.c  '.va.-  C'.ar.inisiio!!  .  li  a^  !■!  n-.'-  i.  ^T.i 
of  the  revenue  cutter  for  the  district  of  New-York  ;  a);d  ^uc^.  v.as  V:t"V.n 
skill  and  prudence,  that  on  the  death  of  Captain  Dennis,  s'xm  af'-  r^  !  :ii>- 
pointcd  her  commander,  which  he  retained  till  ISK),  wiili  the  e\C' t i  <  •: 
years  of  Mr.  Adams's  administration,  to  which  he  wa.s  oppot<d.  ii.  .'  \ '  *  :  r>e 
retired  to  his  farm  at  Black  Rock,  where  lie  depnr,;..d  this  lifo  nt  t'.'-  ."■  '■  f 
venty-nine  years,  February  13,  1607.  In  stature,  Captain  Brcw.s'rr  v.  ••■  :t'  t!-'" 
common  size,  of  fine  proportions,  a  commanding  counten.iMce.  a 
letic  and  vigorous,  and  of  extraordinary  activity,  iiis  tiiK  nt  f  r  wr.  .  •  1  h  r 
was  almost  unrivalled,  and  for  relating  anecdotes  fev/  men  onul  j  be  1"  .i:  i  fii-^rc 
entertaining. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Tompkins,  Dr.  Miiclii'.l,  J;'.mr>s  Fairlie,  E.<q.  and  sr'v- 
eral other  gentlemen,  accompanied  Captain  Brewster  \n  a  voyai';':  arounu  L^ong  Is- 
land, in  September,  1S09  ;  and  so  highly  gr.'itin-^!  wor'Mln.-y  all  with  his  polit,^  atten- 
tion to  their  comfort,  that  it  was  rrsdlved  to  ]ne-:ent  him  a  silver  cup  as  a  token 
of  their  oblijrition  and  regard.  I'hc  fnt  at  tStiten  Island,  where  most  of  tho 
gentlemen  were  present,  was  th.e  ?:pol  riiosen  fjr  delivering  the  cup,  on  wliich 
occ  .tsion  Dr.  Mitchlli  made  an  addr-  ss  in  his  usual  able  manner,  which  was  hap- 
pily respond-^!  to  by  Captani  Brewster.  On  the  subject  of  his  military  services, 
Mr.  Knox,  former  secretary  at  war.  on  the  petition  of  Captain  Brcv/ster,  re- 
ported to  the  house  of  representatives,  the  Sl.st  of  June,  1790,  that  "he  was  & 
lieutenant  of  artillery  during  the  v/ar^  and  was  corifidentially  employed  in  an 
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armed  boat  by  the  comrnander-in-chier,  fo  keep  open  the  communication  belweftn 
Connecticut  and  Long  Isiand,  ibr  the  purpose  of  obiainin^  intelligpnce.  That  he 
performed  this  hazardous  service  wiih  fidelity,  juJirnicnt,  and  bravery;  and  the 
approbation  of  Washington,  appears  by  his  certificate,  dated  June  10,  17tf4.  And 
that,  by  the  execution  of  tlie  trust  reposed  in  him,  he  became  peculiarly  ob- 
noxious to  the  enemy,  u  l\o  made  many  attempts  to  take  or  destroy  him.  That 
in  the  month  of  December,  1782,  he  and  those  under  his  conunand  behaved  with 
the  highest  gallantry  in  an  engagement  with  three  of  the  enemy's  armed  boats, 
the  largest  of  which,  ^vith  the  com.manding  officer,  he  captured,  after  an  obsti- 
nate resistance  ;  and  in  which  action  he  was  dangerously  wouudtd,  and  carried  in- 
to CojHV'cticut,  at  a  distance  from  any  liospital,  where  he  languislicd  a  long  time 
under  the  pain  of  his  wound." 

Benjamim  Tallmauge.  This  able  soldier,  statesman,  and  p:itriot,  has  been 
honorably  mentioned  in  the  histories  of  his  time  as  an  active  and  enterprising 
officer  of  the  revolution.  He  was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Bc-njarnin  Tailmadge  of 
Setauket,  where  he  was  born,  Feb.  2.3,  1751.  His  mother  died  while  he  v.  as  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years,  but  his  father  survived  till  the  year  1766.  He  very 
early  exhibited  a  fondness  of  h-arning,  and  under  the  tuition  of  his  father,  who 
was  an  excellent  classical  scholar,  made  such  progress,  that  at  twelve  years  of 
age  he  was  examined  by  Prc^id-nt  Dagget  of  Yale  College,  then  on  a  visit  to 
Brookhavcn,  and  found  well  (|nal.i.fied  to  etUfer  that  institution.  He,  however, 
did  not  enter  till  some  years  afu-r,  and  graduated  in  1773.  Soon  after,  he  was 
invited  to  take  charge  of  the  high  school  at  Wcathersfield,  which  station  he  held 
until  his  entrance  into  the  anny.  Tlie  legislature  of  Connecticut  having  resolv- 
ed to  raise  their  quota  of  troops  for  the  campaign  of  1776,  he  accepted  a  com- 
mission of  lieutenant,  and  soon  after  received  the  appointment  of  adjutant  in  the 
regiment  of  Colonel  Chester.  He  joined  his  regiment  in  New- York  in  June, 
.from  which  time  to  ilio  end  of  the  war  he  was  in  constant  and  active  service. 
He  was  engaged  in  the  buttle  of  Long  Island  on  the  27th  of  August,  1776,  and 
was  one  of  the  rear-guard  when  the  army  retired  to  jN'ew-York  from  their  lines  at 
Brooklyn.  Before  tiio  rejirncjit  to  which  he  belonged  was  discharged,  he  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  cajiT.iin  of  the  first  troop  in  the  second  regiment  of  dra- 
goons. The  regiment  was  ord'jrcd  to  rendezvo'-:::;  at  "VVeathersfield,  where  the 
-winter  was  occupied  in  prt-or.nng  fur  the  catnpaign  of  1777.  In  the  course  of 
this  year  he  received  the  ronnnib^iun  of  major,  and  v/as  honored  with  the  confi- 
dence of  the  comraandt.-r--in-c!:!cf  ;i!;d  principal  ofriccrs  of  the  army.  He  v/as  in 
mostofth.e  general  battles  tiuu  tojk  jiiace  with  the  main  army  in  tlic  norihern 
states,  at  Long  Island,  White  Piams,  in-atidy  wine,  Munmouth,  Gcrniantown,  aiid 
While  Marsh.  He  opened,  tin-*  year,  a  secret  correspondence  (l''or  Gerieral 
Washington)  with  some  persons  in  Nvw-York.  and  particularly  with  the  late 
Abraham  WoodiiuU,  of  .Seiaukit,  v,  )ju;h  lasted  through  the  war.  He  kept  one 
or  more  boats  constantly  emjilMV-.-d  in  crossing  the  Sound  on  this  business.  On 
Lloyd's  Neck,  an  elevated  promotitory  between  Huntington  and  Oyster-Bay,  the 
enemy  had  established  a  stroiigly  fortitltd  post,  with  a  garrison  of  about  five 
hundred  nton.  In  the  rear  of  liiis  ion  a  b  aid  of  marauders  had  encamped  them- 
selves, who,  having  boats  at  cunimaiid,  were  constantly  plundering  the  inhabit- 
ants alo'ig  ih*"  rnain  shore,  and  ri^bbuig  ihe  small  vessels  in  the  Sound.  This 
horde  of  banditti  Major  Ta'hnadgc  had  a  great  desire  to  break  up;  and  on  the 
5th  of  September,  1777,  cniu;iik'.-d  with  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  of  his  detaciv- 
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rjcnt,  at  Sinnpan  Point,  near  Stamford,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening;.  In 
alHDur.  two  hours  they  landed  on  Lloyd's  Neck,  and  proceeded  to  die  attack,  which 
was  so  sudden  and  unexpected,  that  nearly  the  whole  parly  vas  cipLurt  d,  and 
l.m.i  -J  in  Connecticut  before  mornini;.  Not  a  man  was  lost  in  th'j  ciit'.rprise, 
l-'or  the  purpose  of  breaking;  itp  the  whole  system  of  intercourse  b' iw-.-cn  liiecne- 
niy  and  the  disaffected  on  the  main,  he  was  appointed  to  a  scparaio  c^inhiand, 
r-rviisisting  of  the  dismounted  dragoons  of  the  regiment  anU,-.a  l.H.iiy  of  h^r^c. 
While  stationed  near  IN orth-Castie,  a  prisoner  was -broagiit  in,  calhng  hna^iflf 
Joh.,1  Anderson,  but  who  turned  out  to  be  Major  Andre,  on  his  way  to  iNcvi'- 
York  after  his  interview,  near  West  Point,  with  the  infamous  General  Arnold. 
Of  this  prisoner  Major  Tallmadire  had  the  custody  up  to  the  day  of  his  execution, 
and  walked  with  him  to  the  gallows  at  Tappan,  October  od,  17bO.  In  Novem- 
ber of  the  same  year  he  resumed  his  fiivorite  scheme  of  annoyins:  the  enemy  on 
Long  Island,  and  having  obtained  the  most  accurate  information  of  Fort  St, 
George,  erected  on  a  point  projecting  into  the  South  Bay  at  Mastic,  he  commu- 
nicated  his  project  to  the  commander-in-chief,  who,  considering  the  attempt  as  too 
liazardous,  desired  him  to  abandon  it.  Having  crossed  the  Sound  and  exaniined 
lii!-  nariicular  condiuon  of  the  post,  he  was  finally  authorized  to  ribk  liic  enter- 
prise, by  the  following  letter  from  Washington. 

"  Plead-auarters,  Nov.  Ihfi,  Hn). 
"  Sir. —  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7ih  instant.  Tiic  tiesiruodon  ot  tho 
forau'c  collected  for  the  use  of  the  British  army  at  Curuin  wjon  Long  L>uui  i,  is 
of  so  much  consce|U'Mice,  that  1  shouM  advise  tlie  attempt  U>  be  mao;  '.  1 
v/niten  to  Col.  Sindden  to  furnish  yuu  a  deiachnieiit  of  ciMiii.'umtii  c:r:i::i.«>ns, 
and  will  commit  the  execution  to  you.  If  the  party  at  .Smiiii's  iiousc  e.m  !x  at- 
tempted without  frustrating  the  other  design,  or  running  too  gr-  aL  a  hazard,  i 
have  no  objection.  But  you  must  reuv  niber  tiiat  this  is  uv.ly  a  secondary  I'bjcct, 
and,  in  all  cases,  you  will  take  the  most  prudent  means  ,-ee-arc  a  k  tr.  at.  Ci'U- 
fiding  entirely  in  your  prudence  as  v/ell  as  enterprise,  and  ^v^^hlli„'  y,  u  i-;c..<';.s, 

I  am  }  o  i:  '.'-,  vSuC, 

(i.  \VA^;a^u^  -n/' 

la  pursuance  of  this  communication  Major  Tallmadge  ord<  i<  i  t;-.-  d-  :.v  vii'  i\i 
to  repair  to  Fairfield.  Here  being  met  by  other  trcK)ps,  {.he  party  i  a.  -a.-k.  ],  ihc 
21st  of  November,  17S0,  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  in  eight  w^,a!.>boa:.^.  'i  i  >  ^^h  no 
number,  including  the  crews  of  the  boats,  amounted  to  eighty  m'  Ti.  i  ..•  y  •  r  '  - 
ed  tl)e  Sound  in  four  hours,  and  landed  at  Old-Man^  at  nuie  u'cLh  K.  Ta-  tr  ' -as 
liad  marched  about  five  miles,  when  it  beginning  to  rain,  ih'  y  :a  ;ui  .u  d  io^  k 
shelter  under  their  boats,  and  lay  concealed  in  the  busiies  a!"  ihaa  ju.'hi  aad  tat! 
next  day.  At  evening  the  rain  abating,  the  troops  v/cTl-  a>L:ai.,  jr.:;  ui  jja-u-.n,  ;ind 
a!  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  were  within  two  mihas  u!  tiie  U'x:.  iiere  ise  di- 
vided his  men  into  three  parties,  ordering  each  to  ut:a  ;k  the  teirt  at  the  snnc  time 
a:  different  points.  The  order  was  so  ua.U  t X'-eiucd,  that  tiie  three  divisions  ar- 
riv.-d  nearly  at  the  same  moment.  It  was  a  triangular  eiiclcsure  of  several  acres, 
strongly  stockaded,  v.-ell  barricade<l  liousrs  at  two  of  the  angles,  and  at  the  th'fd 
a  fort,  with  a  deep  ditch  and  wall,  encirch  d  by  an  abaltis  of  sharpened  pickets, 
proj-cting  at  an  angle  «>f  forty-five  de^i>  es.  The  stockade  was  cut  down,  the 
coh.ann  led  through  the  u:rand-p arai!  and  m  ten  minutes  the  main  fort  was  car- 
ried by  the  bayonet.  The  ve.s.scls  n<air  the  fjrt,  laden  wit!i  stores,  attempted  to 
escape,  but  the  guns  oft.he  furt  being  brouglit  to  bear  upon  them,  they  were  se- 
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cured  and  burnt,  as  were  Ihc  works  and  stores.  The  number  of  prisoners  wtis 
fifiy-four,  of  whom  seven  were  wounded.  While  they  were  marched  to  the  boats 
under  an  escort,  Major  Tuilmadi^e  proceeded  with  the  remainder  of  his  detach  - 
ment, destroyed  about  three  hundred  tons  of  hay  collected  at  Conan,  and  re- 
turned to  the  pla-ce  of  debarkation  just  as  the  party  with  the  prisoners  had  ar- 
rived, and  reached  Fairfield  by  eleven  o'clock  the  same  evenin:^;  having  accom- 
plished the  enterprise,  including  a  march  of  forty  rnih  s  by  land  and  as  much  by 
water,  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  Congress, passed  a  resolve  complimentary  to 
the  commander  and  troops  engaged  in  tiiis  expedition,  winch  was  s;iid  hy  laern 
t&have  been  planned  and  conducted  with  wisdom  and  2;i'cat  g^dlantry  by  Major 
Tallmndi'c.  ay.d  executed  with  intrepidity  and  complete  success  by  the  ofilcers 
and  soldiers  of  iiii  dctuchment.  The  fallowing  was  addressed  to  him  by  ilic  com- 
Kiandf-T-in-ciiief : 

"  Morristown,  Nov.  28,  178S. 
Dear  Sir. —  I  Iiavc  received  v/ith  much  pleasure  the  report  of  your  successful 
enterprise  upon  Fort  Gi'i>r::e,  ;!ud  the  vess'.ls  with  stores  in  the  bay,  and  was 
particularly  well  pleased  v.tJi  the  d-jstruction  of  the  hay  at  Corum,  which  must, 
I  conceive,  be  severely  felt  by  the  ern  niy  at  this  time,  I  beg  you  to  accept  my 
thanks  for  your  judicious  j.lanuing  and  spirited  execution  ot  this  business,  and 
that  you  will  offer  thc'in  to  the  oiTicers  and  men  who  shared  the  honoi'^r'of  the  en- 
terprise with  you.  The  gallant  beiiavior  of  Mr.  Muirson  gives  him  a  fi;\ir  claim 
to  an  appointment  in  the  second  regiment  of  dragoons,  when  there  is  a  vacancy. 
And  I  hare  no  doubt  of  his  niccting  with  it  accoidingly,  if  }'ou  will  make  knov.  n 
his  merit,  v.-itii  these  s.  iiiim'.Mits  in  his  favor.  You  have  my  free  consent  to  re- 
ward your  gallant  pany,  wltii  the  little  booty  tliey  were  able  to  bring  from  the 
encmy^s  v/orks.  Youv's,  &c., 

"  G.  WASniNGTON."' 

During  that  part  of  tlii- campai2:n  of  I7S1  in  which  the  main  army  was  in 
Virginia,  Major  Talliiutdg*  was  1  fi  with  the  forces  under  General  Heath  in  the 
Highlands  on  ilie  Hu^lion  ;  s'sll,  iiowever,  holding  a  separate  command,  he  mov- 
ed v/herever  duty  or  a  spirit  of  (.liti-iprise  dictated.  In  continuation  of  his  for- 
mer design  of  annoying  tlir  eu'-iuy  ujAon  Long  Island,  he  marched  his  detachment 
toNorwalk  ;  and  as  Furt  >:cn/o.  at  Tre<i v^'ell's  Bank,  near  Smitliiown,  was  pos- 
se ;--ed  by  a  British  force,  he  dr  !•  rnntad  to  <iestroy  it.  On  the  niglit  of  the  9ih  of 
October,  ITSl,  he  emijark.d  ap  tri  of  lus  troops  under  the  command  of  Mnjor 
Prescott,  witli  orders  to  a-,bail  •  f  :  at  a  particular  point.  At  the  dau'u  of 
day  the  attack  was  made,  the  f -r, ri-^s  subdued,  the  block-house  ;  nd  ctliiT  com- 
bustible materials  burnt,  and  lii'  d  /t.!  dirn'-nt  returned  in  saf  ty  w  itli  tlicir  j-rison- 
ers,  and  a  handsome  piece  of  br  iS,  .-irtiiitry.  On  tr.e  Ilth  of  Apnl  prt.Cf  din  cr, 
Major  Tallmadge  had  written  to  (i.  :''  r.d  Washington,  wlierein  he  says: — "  At 
Lloyd's  Neck  it  is  suppos'jd  ar'-  a -,.senjb!t  d  ab<nu  eight  Imndrcd  men,  cliietly  rct'"- 
ugees  or  deiserters  from  our  ar.uy.  ( )f  this  number  theio  may  be  about  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  or  five  Inindred  j\^'.p- rly  armed.  Their  naval  squadron  consists 
of  one  vessel  of  sixteen  guns,  two  s.^al!  privateers,  and  a  galley.  About  eight 
miles  cast  of  Lloyd's  Neck,  tlicy  have  a  post  at  TredwelVs  Bank,  of  about  one 
hundred  and  fo."ty  men,  chiclly  wood-cutters,  armed.  I  liave  seen  an  accurate 
draft  of  this  post  c^ud  wovks."  fie  believed  that  if  two  frigates  should  enter  tr.e 
Sound  in  the  ebscnce  of  the  British  fie-tjt,  and  at  the  same  lime  a  suitable  body  of 
troops  were  embtirke^i  m  boats.  :h-.*  posts  might  be  cut  ofi^;  and  he  oJured  to  c^id 
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or  direct  an  enterprise  for  such  an  object.  To  this  proposition  the  commandcr- 
in-cliief  replied  as  foiiows: 

"  New-Windsor,  April  8,  1781. 

"  Sir. — The  success  of  the  supposed  enterprise  must  depend  ot\  ihe  absence  of 
the  British  fleet,  the  secrecy  of  the  attempt,  and  a  knowied5:e  of  the  exact  situa- 
tion of  the  enemy.  If,  afier  you  have  been  at  the  westward,  ilie  circumstances 
from  your  intelligence  shall  still  appear  favorable,  you  will  l^c  at  liberty  to  be  the 
bearer  of  a  letter  to  the  Count  de  Pu)chanlbeau,  to  , whose  determination  1  have 
referred  the  matter.  ,  '       Your's,  »S.c., 

"  G.  Washington'." 

Nothing  more  is  heard  of  this  matter  till  the  July  followinj^,  when  the  Count 
de  Barras,  having  no  employment  for  his  squadron  at  New})0rt,  detached  for 
this  service  three  frigates,  wi'h  two  hundred  and  fifty  land  troops,  the  whole 
under  the  command  ofthe  Barcn  d'Angely.  The  dctachmertt  s  iiled  on  the  10th 
of  July,  and  was  joined  in  tlie  Sound  by  several  boats,  witli  a  few  volunteers  and 
pilots  from  Fairfield.  But  it  was  soon  evident  that  the  fort  on  I,!oyd"s  Neck  was 
much  stronger  than  had  been  supposed,  and  not  to  he  carrl-.  J  v.  ;'.!i.'>i!i  tlie  help  of 
cannon,  which  had  not  been  provided.  1'he  p;-rty,  after  u  k  w  aho:s  from  tlie 
fort,  re-embarked,  having  two  or  three  killed  and  wo'.n.cJed.  Au";or.?  those  mor- 
tally wourided  was  Heathcote  Muirson,  th.c  individunl  so  favi  i.iijly  mer'iuoiicd 
by  General  Washington  in  his  letter  to  Major  Tailntadge  irtseit' d  al;ovf.  He 
was  a  son  of  Dr.  Muirson  of  Setauket,  and  had  gra  duated  at  Vali'  C  .•ll'-'^-e  in  1776. 
His  death,  as  may  well  be  supposed,  was  a  sou"ce  of  grief  to  all  v.-ho  were  ac- 
quainted with  his  many  amiable  qualities. 

After  the  affair  of  Fort  Slongo,  Major  Tellmndge  returned  to  the  neighborhood 
of  White  Plains,  where  he  found  full  employment,  in  gu.i.'-ding  the  inhabitants 
against  the  refugee  corps  under  Co'.  De  Lancey,  and  tlie  row-boys  and  skinnf-rs 
who  infested  the  lines.  In  the  course  of  the  ensuing  winter  lir  tucik  his  station 
on  the  Sound,  and  arrangea  anotiier  plan  to  beat  up  tlie  enemy's  quarters  on  Loj^g 
Island;  but  a  violent  storm  prevented  its  being  carried  inio  eiT-  ct  ;  h.e  puc'  -eii'd 
however,  in  capturing  many  of  the  enemy's  vessels  en£::az''d  ir.  i'Uci:  tr:ide  be- 
tween the  opposite  shores,  and  several  cargoes  of  valuable  gc-oxi  s  \vvv»  i.-k-  n  and 
condemned.  The  secret  correspondence  conducted  liy  Mnjof  T:;.;.;:,.-!';-;;-, duiihg 
several  years,  within  the  British  lines,  has  been  before  n!li;d  d  !...  At.d  wh..n 
the  American  army  was  about  to  enter  tiie  city  of  New-York  nt\'  :•  the  )  <  ace,  he 
entered  before  it  v.-as  evacuated  by  the  British,  that  he  miL'l.t  nf:'  r  i  prof^,  ti^.n  to 
those  who  were  the  secret  friends  of  their  country,  aiul  who  oti-.f-rv.-; -e  v.Cild  have 
been  exposed  to  ill-treatment,  as  refugees  ortnri'-'s.  I  L*  ri  tif  d  r;oiu  the  ai  niy  with 
the  rank  of  colonel  He  was  for  several  y^ars  treasurrr,  and.  vAtrwixida  president, 
of  the  Cincinnati  Society.  In  Mandi,  17*^{,  lie  nKirri-tl  .M  ary,  daugliter  of  Ge- 
neral William  Floyd  of  Mastic  ;  and  by  h-r  h:',d  s-  \'-ral  children,  one  of  whom 
is  the  Hon.  Frederick  A.  Tallmadg'^  a  ?.-natr.r  ofthe  Slate  of  NewA'ork.  In 
1600  Col.  Tallmadge  v.-as  chosen  a  r'^prisentaii vt-  rn  congress  from  Connect'cut, 
having  previously  established  himself  in  exi'-r.sive  mercantile  business  at  Litch- 
field. He  was,  while  in  congress,  during  eiirht  successive  elections,  a  firm  and 
judicious  member  of  that  body,  and  w.-'t'-hlid  uvi  r  the  political  interest  of  a  coun- 
try, whose  independence  h.e  had  su  nobly  contributed  to  achieve.  After  sixteen 
years  of  service  in  llse  national  leg;''!ature. ,  lie  dcchncd  a  re-election,  and  retir^i 
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to  pi'ivaie  life.  To  public  objects  of  benevolence  he  ^avc  largely  and  freely. 
He  died,  b-^loved  and  venerated  for  his  services  and  worLh,  March  7ih,  Ibob. 

We  cannot  conclude  our  viccount  of  this  town  without  mentioning  ihree  other 
individuals,  natives  of  Brookhaven,  who,  by  their  virtues  and  talents,  do  credii 
the  place  of  their  birth,  and  therefore  deserve  honorable  nonce  in  the  history  of 
Long  Island. 

Henry  S.  Mount,  Shepherd  A.  Mount,  William  S.  .Vouvt,  three  brothers, 
artists,  are  sons  of  the  late  Thomas  S.  INIount  of  Setaukot ;  their  mother,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Major  Jonas  Hawkins  of  Stony-Brook.  These  ingenious 
young  gentlemen  have  been  respectiully  mentioned  by  Mr.  Dunijp  in  his  JIis- 
tory  of  ike  Arts  of  Design,  and  from  v/hich  the  following  particulars  arc  princi- 
pally extracted  : 

He.vry  S.  Mol'nt,  the  eldest,  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  bir^Iness  oi"sic:u- 
painting  with  the  late  Lewis  Child  of  New- York,  and  has  long  been  acki'uv.'- 
ledgcd  equal  to  any  -iudividual  in  that  branch  of  the  arts,  whicli  he  stiil  p.ursues 
as  his  main  occupation.  He  has  besides  exhibited  vciy  considerable  tid^nt  in 
portrait  painting,  and  more  especially  in  pictures  oi  still-Ujc.  Pie  is  a  siudeni  of 
the  National  Academy  of  Design,  and  has  frequently  produced  pictures  in  i]:e 
gallery  of  Clinton  Hall  which  have  elicited  high  praise  from  the  most  eminent 
judges,  and  been  the  subject  of  general  admiration. 

SHsmFRD  A.  Mount,  the  next  brother,  was  brought  up  to  the  coach-making 
business  in  the  city  of  New-Haven,  and  immediately  on  completing  his  appren- 
ticeship, turned  his  attention  to  portrait-painting,  which  he  has  pursued  with  suo!i 
brilliant  success,  as  to  make  it  his  principal  pursuit;  indulging,  however,  occasion- 
ally in  landscape  and  design^  iu  which  his  fine  taste  for  coloring  has  enabled  him 
to  produce  very  handsome  specimens.  Many  of  his  late  portraits  possess  great 
excellence,  not  only  as  correct  and  faithful  delineations  of  personal  features,  but 
also  as  highly  finished  pictures.  He  is  likewise  a  student  of  tlie  National  Aca- 
demy, and  does  equal  credit  to  hiinself  and  the  institution  with  which  he  is  asso- 
ciated. 

William  S.  ^Mount,  the  junior  of  these  brothers,  was  born  at  Setauket,  Novem- 
ber 26,  1807,  and  put  at  an  torly  age,  v/ith  his  brother,  at  sign-painting,  which 
he  soon  relinquished  tor  ti  higiier  deparVment  of  the  arts.  He  has  displnyed, 
(says  Mr.  Dun'ap,)  unci  inmoii  tnlt  nt,  both  in  fancy  pictures  (or  comj)o.sition  of 
figures,)  generally  rustic  and  comic,  and  at  the  same  time  in  portrait-pain^iLj. 
At  an  early  period  of  his  career  j  he  eagerly  sought  for  ar.d  examined  piou.i  -;;  Ly 
different  masters;  and  Wtst's  Mu<lnc:^s  of  I.^ar  tw^d  Opiicua  h-d  him  to  suidy 
composition.  His  selecting  the^e,  tu-m  auicnirmany  uther  j;icturcs  exlabiu  d  lu 
the  same  place,  is  a  jiroof  of  his  dii-ciiiairu'iting  eye  and  curr«  ct  taste.  In  l-^-''> 
he  entered  n  student  of  tlic  Naiioi.al  'Ac;ait  niy,  and  ai  t}...  annurd  eotliibltit  n  La 
produced  for  inspection  his  lirst  ctTni-osition  figure,  The  iJiuiLiiitcr  uj  Jairus, 
which  attracted  much  attention.  liis  next  v;as  a  Uaslic  iMnce,  still  better, 
which  evinced  that  he  had  disoovercd  il.e  path  in  which  he  was  destined  to  exct.!. 
A  constant  attention  to  drawing,  a  profo-nu]  .^tudy  of  such  specimens  of  c<;/(>/-i 
as  fell  in  his  way,  v.'iih  great  devour. n  to  the  practice  and  study  of  design,  has 
already  bten  re-v.-ardtd  by  n  skill  of  uncommon  grade  ;  and  he  iiow  occujiic.-,  ly 
the  unajumous  consent  of  thu^e  best  tible  to  appreciate  his  merits,  th''  !.r-t 
rank  inthecla-sof  }iumor*)Us  and  domestic  scenes.  Besides  the  two  admir 
pertbvijjaiieu  above-named,  Uiis  gentleman  has  produced,  among  other  charu.;!'.-: 
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pictures,  the  Last  Visit,  the  Raffie,  the  Conrtskip,  the  Tovgh-S'orij^  tlic  FortuT.c- 
l\'h.r^  ihe  portrait  of  Jeremiah  Johnson,  Esq.,  in  the  coiiniio'.i  covin' iI-k  in  of 
the  city  of  Brooklyn,  that  of  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Carrniohacl  of  ri<  nipsit  a>  I,  ojul  il;o 
splendid  fuil-length  of  Bishop  Onderdouk  in  the  chapel  of  Columbia  Cullv^'c. 

TOWN  OF  ISLIP. 

This  town  is  situated  upoPx  the  south  side  of  the  island,  and 
centrally  about  forty-five  miles  from  the  city  of  New-York. 
Bounded  on  the  east  by  Brookhaveu  ;  on  the  south  by  the  l)ay  ; 
on  the  west  by  Huntington  ;  and  on  the  north  by  Smithtown 
and  Brookhaven.  It  extends  east  and  west  about  sixteen  miles 
and  has  a  medial  width  of  eight  miles.  IMost  of  the  territory 
lies  between  the  south  and  middle  country  ron.ds  as  ibrmerly 
travelledj  including  Ronkonkoma  Pond  and  a  pari  of  the  set- 
tlement of  Hoppogues.  More  thari  half  the  lands  of  the  tov/n 
is  embraced  by  the  boundaries  of  Nicolls'  Patent.  Tiie  town 
received  its  name  from  the  first  Enropeaii  setllurs,  i>iariy  nt 
whom  came  from  Islip,  in  Oxfordshire,  Enidand.  Tlie  country' 
was  at  that  time  thickly  populated  by  Indians,  from  whom 
the  lands  were  purchased.  The  Sccaioguc  tribe  claimed  the 
lands  west  of  the  Cojinctquot  Rivcr^  and  from  v.-liom  juirclia- 
ses  were  made  ;  while  the  soil  on  the  cast  was  boiiLdit  from 
WinnerpiaheagJi,  Sachem  of  Cannetquot,  a  somrtril^.'  or  fa- 
mily inhabiting  the  sides  of  that  stream  in  JndL'ir'g 
from  the  great  abundance  of  the  necessaries  of  luV.  imiA  other 
local  advantages  enjoyed  by  these  pco})le,  it  is  i'.*a*  ■wiablo  to 
infer,  that  at  some  period  their  numbers  must  lia\  <'  1  ■  t  u  very 
great;  yet  they  seem  to  have  been  of  a  pacjfir-  ch:u-:;' 
at  the  settlement  of  the  white  inhabitants,  niamfest^d  ;i  fri.iidly 
disposition,  and  instances  of  hostility  were  very  rare.  They 
have  now  disappeared  entirely,  leaving  nothing  but  extensive 
shell  banks,  here  and  there,  to  acquaint  us  of  their  previous 
existence.  In  consequence  of  tlio  number  of  swamps  and 
streams  which  intersect  the  town,  and  thereby  iinpcdnrg  die 
travel  on  the  south  side  from  crist  to  west,  there  were  few  in- 
ducements for  settlers  ;  accordmgly  we  find  that  the  increase 
of  population  v/as  very  gradual,  and  no  town  meeting  was 
held  previous  to  the  year  1700,  although  the  town  began  to  Le 
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settled  as  early  as  16G6,  beini^  several  years  later  than  any 
other  town  npon  Long  Island.  The  very  vahiable  neck  of 
land,  now  owned  by  Dr.  Udall  and  the  AVillett  fiimily,  is  still 
called  by  tlie  name  of  &'ecatogiie. Ciud  was  probably  tlie  residence 
of  the  Sachem  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Indian  tribe. 
Before  the  construction  of  bridges  over  the  larger  streams,  the 
travel  was  necessarily  confined  to  the  interior  of  tlie  island, 
and  occasioned  a  great  number  of' roads  to  be  marked  out, 
which  were  afterwards  abandoned,  and  no  traces  of  many  of 
them  are  now  to  be  discovered;  thereby,  in  some  instances 
producing  confusion  and  uncertainty  in  relation  to  boundaries, 
which  were  frequently  very  loosely  expressed,  and  almost  im- 
possible to  be  satisfactorily  ascertained.  It  has  been  conjec- 
tured, and  not  without  reason,  that  the  separation  of  the  oak 
and  pine  timber  was  assented  toby  the  Indian  tribes  inhabiting 
the  north  and  south  sides  of  the  island,  as  the  dividing  line 
between  their  respective  territories  ;  this  was  considered  to  be 
about  the  middle  of  the  island,  consequently  many  roads  near 
this  imaginary  boundary  would  acquire  the  common  designa- 
tion of  middle  or  country  roads,  although  one  or  more  miles 
from  each  otlier,  in  particular  places.  If  any  patent  was  ever 
issued  for  lands  in  this  town,  exclusive  of  that  to  Mr.  Nicolls  in 
16S4  and  others  confirmatory  thereof,  it  has  not  been  disco- 
vered. The  records  now  existing  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the 
town  commence  with  the  year  1720,  and  the  first  town  meet- 
ing was  held  in  April  of  that  year.v  The  want  of  any  previous 
documents  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  of  a  great  part 
being  the  property  of  a  single  individual,  and  the  population  of 
the  remaining  portion  of  tiie  town  very  thinly  settled,  con- 
sequently no  necessity  existed  lor  town  meetings.  l"ho  mi- 
nutes of  the  first  meeting  for  town  purposes  are  as  follows  :  . 

"Precinct  -v   -^^  ^  meetin:?  of  the  suld  Pn-cincl  ilic  first  tu'\^d:iy  of  April, 
(   being  the  sixth  year  of  the  rciiMi  of  our  sovreig-a  Lord  George 
j^jj        ^  the  first  0%-er  Great  Britain,  A/iiiu.  Doni.  17x?0.  it  wsls  by  a  ma- 
jor vo'.e,  tficn  and  thi^rc  liochiruJ  and  agreed  as  followetii : 
Bcnjainin  Nicolls,  Supervis'ir. 
Th'.inas  Wilkts  and  Juhn  Movibray,  Assessors. 
Isaac  WiUctts,  Collector ;  and  James  Saxton,  Constable." 
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The  names  of  the  freeholders  of  the  town  at  that  time  were 
as  foliows  : 

Benjamin  Nicolls  John  Arthur  Israel  ITov.  cIl 

Thomas  Willets  Amos  Powell  John  Scr,.]ti<-r 

Jolm  Moubray  John  Smith  Annanias  Carll 

Isaac  Willets  Samuel  Muncy  Ste^jhen  Whit..; 

Daniel  Akerly  William  Green  Amos  WjII- is 

Josepeh  Dow  Richard  Willets  Daniel  Pluliips 

John  Moger  "William  Nicoll'^  Joseph  TJdall 

James  Saxton  Anning  Moubvay  Samuel  Tillotson. 

William  Gibb  Joseph  Saxion 

George  Phillips,  Jun.  James  Morris 

The  extensive  domain  known  as  Nicolls'  Patent,  includes 
more  than  sixty  square  miles  of  land,  and  has,  since  its  lirst 
purchase  from  the  natives,  by  successive  entailment,  been  pre- 
served as  one  estate.    It  was  obtained  from  the  Indians  in  iut-3 
by  William  Nicolls,  and  is  described  in  the  con  vcyiLiicu  ijierc- 
for,  as'*  all  that  neck,  tract,  piece,  or  parcel  of  land  oii  tin"  Mnuh 
side  of  Long  Island,  bounded  on  the  cast  l.-y  a  certain  nvcr, 
called  Cojietquot  ;  on  the  south  by  the  Sound,  (bay  : the 
west  by  a  certain  river  called  Cantasqnnlah  ;  and  on  liienorih 
by  a  right  line  from  the  head  of  the  said  river  called  Coiu  hjitotj 
to  the  head  of  the  said  river  called  Cantai^qiuildh  ;  lu  iiave 
and  to  hold  the  said  neck,  piece,  or  parcel  of  bmd  ai;d  ) 
ses.  with  all  and  singular  the  appurtcnunccs,  mit'.»  iho  s:;!d 
'William  Nicolls,  his  hen's  and  assigns  lor  ever and  f  »r  which 
a  patent  of  confirmation  was  granted%b'y  (iovernor  U  njan  on 
the  5th  of  December,  loS4.    Letters  patent  were  lii:.        ^  ^  d 
on  the  1st  of  November,  16SG,  corroborating  liie  i^-iii  -r,  ai^d 
including,  moreover,  '''a  certain  other  piece  or  p.n*a  i  of  bind  'and 
meadow  ground  unimproved,  and  not  as  yet  qrant-  .1  to  any 
person  v.-hatsoever,  being  bounded  on  the  cast  by  ih"  lauds  of 
tlie  said  William  Nicolls,  on  the  south  by  the  ►Sound  or  bay,  on 
the  v/est  by  a  certain  creek  or  river  called  or  knovvu  by  the 
name  of  M'lnffatf/iappa/:^h,  and  on  the  nonli  l)y  a  right  hnc 
from  the  head  of  the  said  creek  or  river,  called  CoiichpioL'^ 
And  OM  the  :^Oth  of  February,  1(^97,  another  patent  v/as  issued 
to  the  sadd  William  Nicholls,  by  Governor  Fletcher,  for  land  as 
follows,  to  wit : 
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"A  ccriaia  parcel  of  var-.^ip.t  unimproved  land,  in  })art  adjoining:  tlie  land  of 
said  ISicolls  and  of  Atidic.v  (Ji'ub,  'ooimdcd  cusierly  by  a  brook  or  river  to  the 
westward  of  a  point  calicd  VAix  -Point,  known  by  tlie  Indian  name  Of  CSI'iaoio- 
ias$qiwtt,  and  a  north  and  by  cast  line  from  the  head  of  said  river  to  tlie  country 
road  ;  thence  aloni^  the  old  road  westerly  until  it  bears  north  and  by  cast,  to  the 
liead  of  Ovaioake  river;  and  thence  by  a  south  and  west  line  to  the  head  of  the 
said  river,  and  so  runninj;  easterly  along  by  the  land  of  said  ?Nicolls  and  Gibb,  to 
the  head  of  Conct^vo!,  ai'.d  down  said  river  to  the  Sound  ;  and  from  thence  along 
the  sound  easterly  to  the  mouth  of  the  Manowtassquot  aforesaid  ;  together  with 
a  cerLain  fresh  po!id  calLd  Raconckumy  Pond." 

JxouL'onkoma  Pond,  in  the  north- west  part  of  the  town,  is  a 
beautiful  and  picturesquG  sheet  of  water^  which  from  its  location 
is  an  object  of  much  curiosity,  and  in  magnitude  ahnosl  deserving" 
to  be  called  a  lake.  It  is  more  than  three  miles  in  circumference, 
Eind  situated  near  the  i^^co^raphical  centre  of  Long  Island.  Its 
shape  is  nearly  circular,  the  water  perfectly  clear  and  of  great 
depth.  Those  who  have  lived  long-  in  the  neighborhood  as- 
sert, that  there  is  an  undeviating  septennial  rise  and  fall  of  the 
water  in  this  pond,  which,  if  true,  is  aphenomenon  well  worthy 
the  investigation  ot'tlie  <::eologist  and  philosopher.  It  is  enclosed 
by  a  narrow  beach  of  the  purest  v.'hite  sand,  which  circum- 
stance, it  is  said,  gave  occasion  for  its  Indian  appellation,  the 
tratislation  of  which  into  English  is  sand-pond.  It  abounds 
with  fish  of  various  kinds,  of  whicli  the  most  prevalent  is  the 
yellow  perch.  Some  of  these  were  in  1790  transferred  by  Dr. 
Mitchill  to  the  waters  of  Success-Pond  in  Clueen's  County. 
It  is  ditficult  to  conceive  anjobject  more  gratifying  to  the  lover 
of  nature,  tlie  admirt  r  of  bv!auliful  scenery,  than  this  pond, 
which  being  in  the  midst  of  an  extensive  forest,  the  stranger, 
on  first  beholding  its  placid  and  silvery  surface,  is  inspired 
with  rapture  and  delight.  The  extensive  forests  which  border 
upon  this  pond,  are  siockcil  with  litrds  of  deer,  who,  wlien 
hard  pressed  by  the  sportsman  and  his  dogs,  often,  as  a  last  re- 
sort, betake  themselves  to  the  v.-ater  in  the  hope  of  escape  ;  but 
this  resource  avails  them  not ;  boats  are  procured,  and  the  poor 
terror-stricken  animals  arc  soon  overtaken  and  destroyed. 
Notwithstanding  a  great  many  of  these  interesting  creatures 
are  every  year  sacrificed  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  hunter,  their 
numbers  are  not  sensibly  diminished  ;  the  great  range  aflbrded 
them,  and  the  almost  imp.^netrable  morasses  in  which  they  may 
be  in  a  measure  secure  from  attack,  allows  oj'porlimity  for  in- 
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crease  ;  and  however  much  persons  of  refined  scnsibiHties  may 
deprecate  the  seeming  cruelty  of  this  fasliionable  amusement, 
there  will  always  be  found  individuals  not  merely  to  justify  the 
practice,  but  even  ready  to  join  in  it  with  an  ardor  and  enthu- 
siasm known  only  to  sportsmen. 

The  surface  of  this  town  is  level  and  destitute  of  stone,  the 
soil  light  and  sandy,  Vvnth  a  slight  mixture  of  loam  in  diiTereL't 
places.  The  meado.v/s  are  very  abundant,  and  yield  an  im- 
mense quantity  of  the  best  sedge  and  salt  grass.  The  bay  on 
the  south  is  four  or  five  mile  wide,  containing  an  inexhaustible 
variety  of  fish,  and  is  visited  by  a  countless  number  of  wild- 
fowl, such  as  geeese,  ducks,  brant,  cfcc,  at  almost  all  seasons  of 
the  year.  The  sea-weed  and  fish  procured  from  the  bay,  and 
manure  made  by  stock,  constitute  the  niain  articles  usnl  for 
fertilizing  the  soil  ;  and  many  farms  by  this  means  are  render- 
cd  highly  productive  and  profitable.  The  population  ot\^xlie 
town  is  chiefly  confined  to  the  south  country  road,  and  in  the 
western  part  of  the  town  forms  an  almost  continuous  viiiaire. 
Mills  have  been  erected  on  the  principal  streams,  and  the  water- 
power  is  sufficient  for  more,  should  interest  or  necessity  require 
their  erection.  Tiie  difif^rent  necks  of  land,  as  well  as  the 
brooks  and  small  rivers,  had  formerly  distinct  and  a])propriate 
Indian  names,  which  are  preserved  in  ancient  deeds,  and  well 
laiown  to  some  of  the  older  inhabitants.  Till  v/ithui  a  f  w 
years  there  was  but  one  house  for  public  worslup  in  the  lowu. 
This  is  a  grotesque  looking  edifice,  of  sinali  diuK-n^K'S:^  arid 
singular  shape,  standing  upon  the  country  road  nearihe  nii'ifiie 
of  Nicolls'  Patent.  It  was  erected  in  the  year  ITGH.  piin^rij  al. 
ly,  if  not  entirely,  at  the  expense  of  the  (then)  opulent  proj^rii  tor 
of  that  immense  estate.  In  the  cemetery  <tdjoniinL':  ihe  ciuircli, 
which  is  called  jSI.  John's  Episcopal  Church,  is  a  monu- 
mental tablet,  upon  which  is  the  followiiig  inscription,  com- 
memorative of  the  amiable  qualities  of  the  laic  owner  of 
Nicolls'  Patent : 

"  Sacred  to  the  jyiemory  of  Will  mm  Nicolls.  Hospitality,  cha- 
rily, and  n^ood-will  toward  iiis  1*  lio\\"-rr.an,  were  the  marked  charac- 
ters of  bis  life  ;  and  a  i^ctUsily  rvoi^ned  submission  to  the  -vvill  of 
his  Creator  dis*inguish«;<-i  lYui  'unoire  Christian  at  ;he  hour  of  death, 
which  took  place,  Nov.  i^'j,  l\'23, 

••.t:.  24." 
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There  are  numerous  islands  situate  in  the  bay,  belonging  to 
this  tov/n,  the  most  important  of  which  are  the  Fire  Islands, 
and  give  name  to  the  principal  inlet  by  v/hich  vessels  enter  the 
bay.    Upon  the  main  beach  near  this  inlet,  a  substantial  light- 
house was  erected  in  1S25,  at  an  expense  of  eight  thousand 
dollars,  and  is  what  is  called  an  eclipsed  light.    The  beach  op- 
posite this  town,  which  belongs  to  Brookhaven,  has,  since  the 
settlement  of  the  white  people,  experienced  many  and  extraor- 
dinary cliarjgeS;  exposed  as  it  is  to  the  never-ceasing  action  of 
the  winds  and  waves  of  the  ocean.    In  the  trial  of  an  import- 
ant cause  some  years  since,  one  Jacob  Seaman,  an  aged  inha- 
bitant, testified  that  about  the  year  17G4  tlie  ocean  made  a 
breach  llnough  the  biach  between  Fire  Island  Inlet  and  Gil- 
go  Gut,  and  formed  the  island  now  called  Cedar  Island,  by 
the  mass  of  sarsd  washed  into  the  bay.    Isaac  Tiiompson,  Esq., 
one  of  tiie  judges  of  the  county,  spoke  also  of  a  gut  formerly 
cxistiniTr  called  Huntington  Gut,  between  Cedar  Island  and 
Oak  Island,  which  has  entirely  disappeared,  and  the  place 
become  solid  beach,    .lohn  Arthur,  an  old  man,  had  been  told, 
when  a  boy,  that  Fire  Island  Inlet  broke  through  after  the 
purchase  made  by  ]\Ir.  NicoHs  in  16S3,  and  was  at  that  time 
called  the  New  Gut.    CuL  Floyd  stated,  that  about  sixty  years 
before  IS  14,  tliere  were  sei  t7t  inlets  east  of  Fire  Island  Inlet, 
which  vv^erefrom  a  qrsirter  to  half  a  mile  wide.    Dr.  Udall,  an 
aged  and  respectable  ]>hysician,  slated  that  he  had  heard  David 
AVillets,  an  old  man.  then  d.ctM:sed,  declare  that  Fire  Ishuid 
Inlet  was  formerly  callud  the  Great  Gut,  and  sometimes  A7;i/:- 
mile  Gut,  because  wlu  ii  it  first  broke  through,  it  was  nine 
miles  icidc.    This  is  sup|>osed  to  have  occurred  in  the  year 
1601.    In  the  year  177*j        Firo  Islands  were  not  as  they 
now  are,  but  a  mere  sand-^pltJ  producing  only  a  few  patches  of 
salt  grass,  and  were  cali'-d  S<  ul  Islands. 

Prori'thc  Nctr-York  (;o  Jv'iy  -l^  IT>1.  "  A  number  of  whale-boats  goi 
into  ih- S.-.utli  Bay,  near  r>r.i;i  C\M!iii  .  iIoiu,  and  took  off  one  vessel  and 

plunJ-  rrd  some  otljors.  They  .'■.■-<o  rvlhM  severfil  people  on  shore.  This  induc- 
ed a  n)ya!  pi'.rty  of  iniiiu  i  t  *  inUovv  the  cn.ws  of  ihc  boats  down  to  Canoc- 
Plac%  ic  ih:y  surprised  them,  kiil-.-d  on.-,  wounded  another,  and  made  the 
whole  party  prisoners,  wuti  fuur  ho:Mi>  and  thirty  stand  of  arms  ;  a  part  of  the 
pirates  Wfre  sabse<pu':ii;!y  couUm  d  in  a  iuirar-houic  in  Nov;- York." 
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X'-ir-York  Magazbis,  Jtdy,  1802.  On  the  2Sth  cf  Septen^bcr,  ISOl,  a  sf--r- 
pciU,  of  a  species  unknown  to  the  people  there,  was  killed  ill  a  swrunp  at  Isi'p. 
Its  l<'n;;-ta  was  seven  feci,  and  of  proportiojjal  thickr.ess.  Ii  was  cr.  ihe  belly 
and  siiies  of  a  straw  color;  on  the  back  were  thirty-six  black  svo{<,  reaching 
fri  m  liie  Lead  to  the  tail,  and  on  each  side  of  this  row  were  other  dark  brown 
spots,  it  had  no  fangs  or  biting-teeth,  and  was  therefore  not  veiion-ioii  ?.  la  the 
lower  part  of  the  mouth  was  a  considerahle  tleshy  portion  like  a  tonirue,  whicli 
terminated  in  a  long  bicuspidated  projectioJi.  It  had  scnta  both  o\\  the  bvilv  avA 
tail,  which  amounted  to  about  three  hundred.  From  tliese  cliaract-  rs  it  is  ev  - 
dent  that  it  belonged  to  the  genus  Boa  ;  the  number  of  the  scuta  no  exactly  cor- 
responding to  the  speci^js  termed  constrictor,  and  is  said  in  India  to  grow  to  the 
length  of  thirty  feet,  and  to  be  capable  of  destroy  iiig  the  laj-gest  animals  by  en- 
twining itself  about  the  body  of  its  victims." 

FTomifie  seme.  *'  Tiie  glow-worm  is  a  native  of  Long  Island,  and  made  its 
appearance  at  Islip  in  October,  1802,  in  rnoist  places,  beside  fences  and  under 
locust  trees.  Their  light  is  on  the  tail  or  posterior  portion  of  the  body,  like  iluU 
of  tlic  fire-tly  or  lightnirig-bug  (lampyrus).  At  limes,  seemingly  oj-tional  with 
tlie  iunmal,  it  was  kindled  to  a  remarkable  brightness.  On  son.c  of  the  fine  eve- 
nings of  October,  the  appearance  of  these  glow- worms  (ciciiid-'la.)  lying  tiiiclc 
among  the  grass,  was  like  that  of  burning  coals,  and  made  a  brilliani  exhi'miion, 
asthry  bespangled  the  ground.  This  animal  nc'ther  slings  nor  b'tcs,  is  n>.  iriy 
an  inch  long,  and  re-seuiblcs  the  millipedes  in  shape." 

In  connection  with  the  history  of  this  town,  it  may  not  bo  im/erc}  f.:ii)!e  to  the 
reader  to  liave  a  briefaccount  of  the  first  proprii;tor  of  the  cx'cnsivc  djinain  kiujw  n 
by  the  general  designation  oiXicnlls'  J-uUnt. 

William  Nicolls  was  the  son  of  Mathias  NicoUs,  desceniJcd  from  an  anci^-nl 
and  honorable  family  at  Islip,  in  O.xfordshire,  Engh;nd;  ai;d  came  to  Ametioa 
with  his  uncle,  Ricliard  Xicol's,  commaniier  of  the  expediiion  >e)it  tu  r.ducc  Ntw- 
York  from  the  possebi^ion  ofihe  Dutch  government,  inJGt'J,  ;ii.d  v.  !..  it  o- 

vernor  of  the  colony  under  the,  Duke  ol  York.  M.uiua.s  >'i<  oli.-,  v.     ;ji  n.- .y 
appointed  secretary  oithe  colony  anj  a  member  of  the  council.     ii  •  v..-, 
wisc  authorized,  cx-  cJfLcio,,  to  preside  with  tlie  ju.stices  in  the  c."!!: vi'  >■  s  .e; 
of  the  several  ridings  organized  after  tJie  conquest.    In  lOVJ  i.c  v.  ..s  •  ;..■,<!! 
mayor  of  New-York,  and  after  the  act  of  1G63,  remodLlting  the  cu'::*-;  <  ;  y:  >'i 
he  v.as  appointed  one  of  the  judges  of  the  colony.    In  this  ea])j.'.:>  ...  ■  ..  d 
for  the  last  time  in  Queen's  County,  Sept.  1^2,  IG^^T,  a  short  tinu-  1-    n  i  .  ^  'i.. 
He  made  several  purchasi-s  of  land  on  Little  Neck  and  Great  >•  >  .-s  r--  U      n  a 
County,  which,  in  1GS7,  lie  conveyed  or  deviled  lo  his  ^^on  A\  .  'Hi,.       :    j, .  t 
of  this  notice,  and  which  he  disposed  of  afterwards  t.>  dii;-  r-         rv  i;  -  171 
lie  conveyed  twelve  hundred  acres  upon  tiiat  p.a-t  v'ii.'o\\  Ntcv  .m!,.  j  i',.i..dLime, 
to  Joseph  Latharn,  for  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  ili'iy  pouiiJ^.  ui  liie  deed 
for  which  there  is  a  special  reservation  of  sixty  :i.iuar.;  feet,  where  he  .sf  iles  hi.3 
father,  Mathias  Nicolls,  lies  buried. 

Il  is  presmned  iJiat  William  Nicolls  was  born  in  England,  and  come  o\  ;r, 
.when  a  boy,  with  his  father,  in  IGbl.  lie  was  well  educated,  and  having  chosen 
the  profession  of  the  lav.-,  icquin-.l  a  hiu'h  i^t.mdmg  at  the  New-York  bar.  lie 
was  appointed  tiie  first  clerk  of  Uu'^cu'i,  C»)iimy  in  lbS3,  which  he  held  till  his 
removal  to  the  city  m  IG:;"^.  In  Ifoo  he  made  his  first  purchase  of  land  at  Islip, 
which,  with  others  subsequently  acquired,  were  conSrmtd  in  1G'J7  by  a  patent 
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of  Col.  Fletcher,  who  was  distinguished  for  his  extravagant  grants  of  the  public 
lands- 

In  1704  Mr.  Nicolls  became  the  proprietor  of  a  tract  of  land  on  Shelter  Island, 
by  virtue  of  a  devise  in  the  will  of  Giles  Sylvester,  comprehending  a  large  pro- 
portion of  that  island.  He  was  a  warm  friend  of  liberty,  and  friendly  to  the 
revolution  in  favor  of  William  and  Mary,  but  was  opposed  to  the  arbitrary  aiid 
impolitic  measures  which  were  adopted  by  LeisU  r,  rather,  it  would  seem,  to  secure 
his  authori'.y  than  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  revolution.  In  conseqaciKe  of 
his  disapprobation  of  the  course  pursued  by  Lcisler.  he  was  ini{)ris()ned,  ae  well 
as  others  who  had  courage  and  honesty  enough  to  avow  their  seniiments  in  rfla- 
tion  to  public  atlairs.  In  March,  IG91,  Goveriior  Slaughter  having  arrived, 
called  Leisler  to  account,  liberated  Nicolls  and  other  state  prisoners,  and  settled  - 
the  foundations  of  the  future  government  of  the  colony.  March  U3d,  lie  appointed 
Mr.  jNicolIs  a  member  of  the  council;  and  in  Ib'Jj  lie  was  sent  to  England  by 
the  assembly,  as  the  agent  of  the  coloiiy  to  solicit  the  interference  of  the  crown 
for  enforcing  the  contributioris  which  had  been  allotted  to  the  other  colonies  in 
defence  of  the  country  ag.unst  •die  encroachments  of  the  French,  (v.diich  fell  with- 
unequal  weight  upon  th  -  colony  i»f  ISevz-Yor.k ;)  and  for  which  service  the 
asseiobly  allowed  him  fr  bux).  I;i  lie  was  suspended  from  the  council  by  the 
new  c'overnor,  the  Earl  of  \\<  l!airi'>nt,  vv^ho,  on  his  arrival,  seems  to  have  embraced 
the  views  and  adopted  th:-  f;eiing3  of  the  Leislerian  party,  and  exerted  his 
of!lciai  influence  to  crush  tli.-ir  opi^onenis.  In  1701.  he  v/as  elected  a  member  of 
assembly  for  the  county  of  .'^utlolk;  but  not  being  a  resident  of  the  county  as 
required  by  lav,-,  he  was  net  snill'red  to  retain  his  seat.  To  avoid  a  similar 
result,  it  is  supposed  he  f:xed  ins  residence  permanendy  on  Great  Neck,  in  Isiip, 
which  afterwards  became  the  principal  seat  of  the  family.  In  170"3  he  was  again 
elected  a  member  of  assonibly  for  Suffolk,  and  was  by  the  house  elected  their 
speaker^  He  was  from  th.t'.  time  regularly  elected  a  member  of  every  succeeding 
assembly  till  his  death,  ;'.n  i  w.»s  also  re-elected  speaker.  In  1718  he  resigned  the 
speaker's  chair  on  ac<'ot;!it  uf  ins  health,  wduch  seems  to  have. prevented  his 
attendance  for  tlie  few  la-t  y-  ars  of  his  life. 

He  v.^as  a  member  of  as -M'.i'ijly  twenty-one  years  in  succession,  and  speaker 
■Bixteen  years  of  the  timu.  <  'a  IJOih.of  ?,Iarch,  IGOl,  he  w^rs  employed  with 
James  J]mmot  and  George  i-\>:i av/cll,  as  king's  council,  to  conduct  the  prosecu- 
tion against  Leisler  ai.d  l.i ;  a^.->' .ciatcs  ;  and  he  was  also  one  of  the  council 
employed  by  Nicholas  llay;  rd  in  .March,  170-J,  in  his  drfence  ngainst  a  poiitical 
prosecution  instituted  by  N.^nfui,  the  lieutenant-governor,  and  pursuf^d  with  ail 
the  violence  and  bitterni  s^  ■■!' i' ir:y  rap.cor,  for  circulating  and  signiiig  j-etinons 
to  liie  kin''  and  pariianr'n',  m  v.  the  abu^ts  of  pov/er  by  his  Honor  and  liis 
friends  wei^e  enumerated :  a  r':;  "rt  of  which  case  is  publislicd  in  the  state  trials 
of  tlrat  year.  He  was  also  or.  ■  ■  C."  cotmcii  cm[)hiycd  in  t!ie  defence  of  Francis 
McKemie,  a  Presbyterian  <  ;,-i  :;,  iiwm,  in  Juiie,  1707,  who  was  indicted  for 
preacliing  ;  which  was  l\'on,'at  ao  ut  by  the  bigotry  of  tlie  governor,  Lord  Corn- 
bury  :  u  narrative  of  whirl.  r'(n'..iuitd  m  a  paniphlet  published  i  i  New- York 
in  17jj.  He  was  twice  nia-n  :•  d.  One  of  his  wives  was  Anna  Van  Rensselaer, 
daugliier  of  Jeremiah  Van  rv;;-->'la  r,  Esq.,  and  widow  of  Killian  Van  Renssel- 
aer, who  wad  the  iiL'ir  of  thf.  original  proprietor  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwick. 

Mr.  Nicholls  served  in  the  assembly  at  a  period  when  the  colony  was  divided 
into  bitter  parties,  and  when  a  variety  of  interesting  questions  occurred  bctwe??n 
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the  governors  and  assembly,  which  aftecte^'  the  ri^^^its  and  indrpriidi'ncf  <..r!)  «* 
s^sscmbly.    On  all  these  questions  he  v/as  on  the  sid-:-  of  ii\>-  .is-Mui.ly, i 
fp-ifars  to  have  been  uniformly  friendly  to  the  prinrij'U's  of  fr.r.'i  h\ :  L- tt,  i-i 
his  professional  and  political  employments  he  was  a  tinn  and  <i-.i,'.d  fr.' :.d 
to  the  risrhts  of  the  people  and  to  the  best  interests  of  tht- coiony.    lled  'd  \u 
17-3  or  '21;  and  left  a  number  of  children.    Several  of  his  di.sc';!:diuus  ii  ■.%<  l<>  !i 
distin2:uished  by  public  stations.    Bis  eldest  son  Benjamin  scin.d  at  i  .  i..  and  ' 
married  Charity,  daughter  of  Richard  Floyd,  by  wiiom  In;  li.id  two  s. 
"William  and  Benjamin.    He  died  young;   and  his  widow  marri'd  t!  ,  ll,  r. 
Doctor  Johnson  of  Stratford,  who  was  afterwards  presidt-nt  of  ihc  ct>l:<  : 
New- York,  under  w  hose  care  her  two  sons  received  a  liberal  educaLlon.  \\  i  ...  i:i 
inherited  the  estate  of  his  father,  and  remained  at  Islip  ;  Benjamin  sr;:!-  ' 
Isew-York,  and  acquired  a  distinguished  rank  at  the  bar.   AVilliaia  Ni  -- 
second,  the  second  son  of  Mr.  ^sicolls,  (to  whom  he  devised  his  estate  on  Sii  r 
Island,)  was  also  educated  a  lawyer,  and  was  a  man  of  talents.    He  was  a 
member  of  assembly  for  the  county  of  SulTolk  for  twenty-nine  year.s  in 
sion  ;  and  durincr  the  iast  nine  years  was  speaker  of  the  iiouse.    Ho  vv  n^  f-  vt. 
elected  in  IT^'.\  and  was  re-elected  a  mtiiiber  of  every  succeedio;:  ai,Mi,d  ly  ti.i  i  s 
death.    It  is  supposed  that  he  died  in  the  sprin:^  of  I7d*^.    'J'h^  -.    .  ;  r 
lit'iiry  Moure,  di.sso'ved  the  assembly  February  (Ith,  17<o  ;  mi  !       ;;  ■>;'  •,  j. 
that  lie  was  taken  sick  on  his  journey  home,  and  died  at.  a  Ismus'-  on  Hi  :•;  ;   ■'  ■  i 
Plains.    He  n\uch  resembled  ins  father  u\  his  p.duical  s-n-.ii.i  n'.>.  .ii  J  v    ■  < 
a  decided  friend  to  the  ri;j-lus  of  the  colonies.    Hr  is  MippM.^s  fi  t.'  !  i\.  ■  j 
in  the  addresses  to  the  kin:^,  lords,  ar.d  cominons,  v.  ;.k  i!  v.  -  r    .  ;  •  •    ■  ' 
assembly  in  llGi  and  17d5,  arid  wnieh  he  si_;n;d  as  thfir  ^j't^d:(  r.    'i  i.f-'-  !•  i- 
dresses  abound  with  patriotic  seniiuicius.    In  that  of  17i^t  th-  y  l      *h  -.:  '  I; 
would  be  the  basesr.  vassalage  to  be  taxed  at  the  j)l'.'a  ^uir-  -f  i  f-  '!  av  :-. 
In  that  of  I7dj  tliey  assert  that  "  An  assiimpuon  of  ir.\'..  ;  >.;>  •,.•  K, 
liamcni  to  tax  the  colonies,  if  acquit  seed  in  or  adautn-d.  v,.,'.:;<i  ii=.  k--  i. 
tenants  at  will  of  his  }dajc>ty"s  suL>jec'.s  in  Hritai);.''    T'l.r,  u 
baclielor,  and  his  estate  desceniitd  lo  VViiruun,  rsic'-lis  the  ii.u.i  i.    .   :■      •  ■■  ■  \ 
his  brother  Benjamin.    Widiarn  ISioolls  the  iliird.  (c.         .      ■     •  :  ^  ■  ; 
Ivicolls,)  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  county  of  Suffolk  la  IT,-".  .    .  >  -  ;  ■  > 

hold  that  otiice  till  his  death,  March  'JO,  17bO.  Durui::  tl-  i  •  :  '  r  •  .  .  ;' :  •* 
life  the  administration  of  jualice  was  suspended  by  ihe  w  .ir,      !  '  ■.>.    ,  .  f 

course  without  profit.    It  is  said  that  souietimc  l)efi  re  hi-  i'       ;  <         :    '      .  ; 
a  partial  paralysis,  which  disqualified  him  lor  busiiu        1  ;.■  ^    '  ■    .     '  j  . 
records  was  made  NLU'cmber  8,  177G.    la  ?vl:ir<  h,  1  o'>'.  h         <  .  •  '  o  >  <  ■ ;.,  j- 
of  assembly  for  the  county  ofSuffuik,  with  Lh.'a/!  r         r,  ;  -  .  l,-  \.  •  .i;- y 

occ.isioned  by  the  death  of  his  uncle.    I'nai  as  .•  uio.y  \:'  JiJi.M  :y 

2d,  17b3.  he  was  again  elected  in  Marcii,  17d'.>.  wuh  Co!.  a  rr,.  r 

for  S  ilTolk.  This  was  tlv?  last  asseinh'.y  uiid-r  tii--  coioir.ad  i;ovt  rniin  ,.t,  ai-.ii  ct.^n- 
tinued  tdl  it  was  superseded  by  the  prov;r;>  ;.ii  c  !i  ji.  ss  or  convcntitai,  which  m*  t 
in  May,  1775.  During  the  period  of  tiii.s  a^^'MiU)iy,  the  dispiucs  betwee-;  th-: 
mother  country  and  t'ue  colonies  arri\'-da(.  a  crisis.  The  time  for  action  h'^l 
arrivcj;  and  the  qu  -Jiou,  v/h.  -JeT  ti:-.-  o.  l  ..iiir^cs  v.  ere  to  be  v.'ssals  of  the  Briti>h 
parliament  or  enjoy  tlie  ruats  i  f  iV.  •  ri,  was  to  he  decided  by  force.  'I'h'^ 
prospect  of  a  conlliet  so  unequal,  in  wnich  the  result  was  so  doubtful,  stagi,-erMi 
many  who  wore  friendly  to  the  coljiiies.    Tlie  occasion  required  all  tiie  z>-.\\  w-:.-! 
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energy  of  the.  most  ardent  patriotism.  CoL  Woodhull  was  qualified  for  the  cri.s;  ^ , 
and  met  it  without  dismay;  Mr.  Nicolis  was  less  energetic  and  decisive. 

Admitting  th  at  he  was  decided  in  his  opposition  to  the  measures  of  pari;,: 
ment,  yet  it  must  be  conceded  that  he  wanted  the  energy  and  boldness  of  1  ; ; 
grandfather  and  uncle,  either  of  whom,  judging  from  the  course  they  took  o  . 
other  occasions  involving  similar  pfinciples,  would  linve  been  at  the  head  oft!  •: 
opposition.  Tliis  frcntleman  left  two  sons,  "NViUiajn  and  Benjamin.  He  devise  J 
his  estate  on  Shelter  Island  to  his  son  Benjamin,  and  his  large  estate  at  Islip  tc 
his  son  William  ;  which,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  farms  v.  hich  the  legislature 
of  the  state  of  IN'ew-York  thought  proper  to  take  out  of  the  course  of  the  law,  by 
limitations  in  his  will,  after  passing  three  descents,  continues  undiminished  in 
the  family.  The  la>t-named  William  Nicolis  remained  upon  the  estate  at  Js'ip, 
and  died  at  an  early  age  in  the  year  1799.  His  son,  the  late  William  Xicolhs, 
was  boi  n  aft'n*  the  decease  of  hi?  father,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  came  into 
possession  of  the  estate  in  foe.  Upon  liis  death  intestate  in  1623,  it  descended  to 
his  three  children  astenancs  in  common. 

TOWN  OF  SMITHTOWN. 

This  town,  at  first  called  Smithfield,  was  originally  conveyed 
to  Lyon  Gardiner,  of  Gardiner's  Island,  in  1659,  by  Wyan- 
danch,  chief  Sachem  of  I.ouo;  Island,  in  grateful  remembrance 
for  kindness  shown  to  the  Sachem  in  the  redemption  of  his 
dau2:hter  from  her  captivity  anions:  the  hostile  Indians  across 
the  Sound.  It  is  bouudcd  north  by  the  Sound,  east  by  Brook- 
haven,  south  by  Ishp,  and  west  by  Huntington  ;  and  lies  upon 
both  sides  of  rse.saqiiai.e  Ku <  r.  In  1663  it  V\^as  sold  by  Mr. 
Gardiner  to  Richard  Smith,  ihc  common  ancestor  of  the  nume- 
rous families  of  the  name  of  Smith,  in  this  town  and  ekewhere, 
by  which  he  became  ]iropjit'ror  of  most  of  the  lands  now  con- 
stituting the  town  of  Smiihiown  ;  the  title  being  conlirmed  to  . 
him  by  the  Nesaquake  itidians  in  1662;  and  for  which  a  pa- 
tent of  confirmation  or  a.ssurance  was  obtained  from  Go- 
vernor Nicolis  the  same  year.  In  llie  succeeding  year 
Mr.  Smith  procured  a  further  grant  from  the  Nesaqnake 
Sachem,  for  a  tract  of  land  upon  the  west  side  of  that  river, 
for  which,  including  his  ibrmtr  purchase,  a  second  patent 
was  issued  by  the  Governor  on  tliu  •J5th  day  of  starch,  1667', 
in  which  the  boundaries  are  recited  as  follows:  "Easterly 
by  a  certain  run  of  water  called  Stony  Brook,  stretching 
north  to  the  Sound,  and  southerly  bearing  to  a  certain  fresh- 
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water  potid  called  lloiikonkoma,  bein^^^  Soatalcott  s  west  bounds  ; 
wliicfi  said  parcel  of  land  was  heretofore  n^ranted  by  pateiU 
to  Ilicliard  Smith  by  the  said  Richard  >ucolls/'  Tiie  uinis- 
siori  of  a  western  boundary  in  this  patent  may  have  in 
part  induced  a  controversy  v/hich  ensued  between  tp.e  town  of 
Huntinofton  and  Mr.  Smith,  concerning  the  title  to  lands  u[>on 
the  west  side  of  Nesaqaake  River.    This  controversy,  aller 

protracted  for  some  time,  was  eventually  decided  before  the 
court  of  assize  held  at  New-York  in  1675,  and  resulted  in  fi- 
vor  of  Mr,  Sniith  ;  and  in  order  to  establish  his  claim  beyond 
dispufe,  a  new  patent  was  granted,  according  to  his  desire,  a 
year  or  two  after,  by  liis  Excellency,  Governor  Andross,  as 
follows  : 

K irnund  AnJross,  Esquire,  Seigneur  of  Sausmares,  LietUcnaiit  a'ul  Co\ >  .'.■•(■- 
tji.  r.''r.il  unl.  i-  his  lloyall  Highness,  Jaine.-?,  Duke  of  York  v-xii.l  Aii'  iiiv,  .u.  i  .  5' 
all  liis  lerri'.ories  in  Arneiica. 

*'  To  all  to  whom  thes*?  presents  sh'.\ll  «*ornf,  s.  ;.,;  ••.ii  .-f  ••  • 
*♦♦♦♦**♦♦*     Whcro.ii  ih'-re  is  a  .;er(aiii  p/trorli  ffl.u.-l  .s.-::u.i  ■:,  !> .:.  ••■ 

*  L.  S.  *    in.',  in  the  east-riJin^i;  of  York-.shir--  um.  ti  L.<!i.:         i.  c- ;.  • 

♦  fii.««*L»»t         called  or  known  by  ilr:  luuiie  isf  In*  s:;(i'i:;k^  i  (;.■;•-  :-4 

easlwaid  by  a  certain  ruati  of  waCtr  ■.\tilal  ^louy  i  '-r  :      ■  '.r<  '.f 
ia^  t\:>rt!i  to  the  Sound,  and  southwar.!  b<  ariai:  tuaccri.uii  f;v>'>- v- i  i 
ci  Ua::onkaanick,  beinj  Seataloott  west  1;  ) m  is,  from  t;,  i  •  v..  m.-.  j.r.i 

•o  'die  h'-ad  of  Xesani.iake  River,  and  so  :iir)iij        ^.ui  rivi  r  hs  i;  t.  ,.  s  ■■.       ;  • 
Sou'id.    Also  aiioiher  iiarceil  or  tract  of  lai^d  'M  ihr  W'--i  Sid-' (  l"  ;>,'•  >     *  :      - . 
t\tr;i>diri^  to  liie  v.-t.-!ern>uOst  part  of  Jesvph  ^VI•aU:2a;f iiti.'.-w,       .i!    .  •.  ,  . 
westside  of  L^aJing-Ho'dow  to  tlu;  lii/shpoiid  I'nsl.f.naiiiu^k,  a,.  '  C.    ■'.  <     .  :  :  ■. 
pohd  att  hi2;h-water  mark,  and  so  to  the  S  bciirj  Huaii.'  :  -  ;  •     :  '      :  S 

which  said  parcell  or  tract  of  land,  on  it;e  (  .is?  ^ :  i-  of  .\-  ;  ii.  v,  ■. . 
licretofjre  granted  by  patent  unto  RicJjard  Smith,  the  ]>rc-:.*;iit  t  ■  >■  -  :  ,  » '. 
R'.chaid  '>'ico!ls,  and  to  his  heyres  and  assiu^us  ilnvwr  ;  as  a'.-o  i  ,  ■  ^  ,  ;  ^v.  »i 
side  of  said  river:  with  some  provisoes  and  restii'^-ia:')     ihi     i  ;  ,'.  •.  •  ,  i  y 

due  course  of  law  att  the  General  Court  of  As.>i7  s.  h-'d  m  t'  •  •  -r  I;V:">  ; .  ■  n 
recovered  by  the  said  Riciiard  Smith  fioiu  ih-^  t  "v  -i  <  \  ii  /\:  ^v,-  y<  ?, 

that  by  virtue  of  his  r^Iaties  letters  paur.t,  ap-.i        .•>;...i(.  ■     n  .  .  i  ,.;y  un- 

t(i  nic  given  by  his  Royall  Highness,  Uw.  i:.'' •  o,  c  •!  i.-,:.;t;d, 
nn  \  by  the.-':;  present5d'.>  rattify,  confirm.  ;\n<i  .-rau'  '-rrr^n  t;.':  ..  !  1:,-  !  Sinith, 
his  li'-yrts  and  assiirus,  the  aforesaid  p  irc>  V.^  or  -.r.'.rrs  of  land  oi-  r  .,.:h  sidcii  the 
N^;,  t,';u  dc-:  River.  1'ogciher  with  ail  i!.  '  i ..)  ' s,  soy h:s,  wo<\]s,  ui-  aiiows,  pas- 
'.urf.s,  liiar.slics,  lakes,  waters,  fishin^',  h  twkir.g.  hui.'.nig,  and  fov,  lli-)g;  and  all 
•>ther  profits,  comiuodilics,  and  fmuhatu  ',t>  t^  t!,  said  i>aroells  of  land  and  pre- 
'uis'-s  iK-longin.'.  v.- iiii  their  and  t  vtrv  ot"  ! ir  ;^i>i  urtenanccs  ;  ar.d  every  j-art 
md  [•  irctil  Ihefcof  To  h.iV'-  ai.d  to  iujld  the  sayd  parcells  or  tracts  of  land  and 
rem!  !.:s,  w;th  ail  aiid  singular  lia'  ar.t>urlcnanccs,  unto  the  said  Riciiard  Sniuh, 
lis  ia-yi'^-s  and  assigns,  to  the  piop^;-  use  ..:.d  l^'i>.of  of  hii^i,  the  said  K:c!..::d 
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SjniLh,  his  heyresand  asslgas  for  ever.  The  tenure  of  the  said  land  and  premi- 
ses to  Lee  according  to  the  cusirim  of  the  manor  of  East  Greenwich,  in  the  county 
of  Kent,  in  England,  in  tree  and  coniraon  soccage  and  by  fealty  only.  As  also 
that  the  said  place  bee  as  a  township,  and  bee  called  and  known  by  the  name  of 
Smithf.eld  or  Smithtown,  by  which  name  to  be  disiinguishcd  in  all  bargains  and 
sales,  d'ieJs,  records,  and  wruinirs.  Tl^e  said  Richard  Smith,  his  heyres  and 
assigns,  making  du  -  improvement  on  the  land  afore-mentioned,  and  continuing 
in  obedience  and  conforming  himself  according  to  the  laws  of  this  government ; 
and  yielding  and  paying  therefor,  yearly  and  every  year,  unto  his  Royall  Iligli- 
ness's  us'%  as  an  aoknowiegement  or  quit-rent,  one  good  faU  lamb,  unto  such  oft'.- 
cer  oronlccrs  as  shall  be  empowered  to  receive  the  sam.e.  Given  under  my  hand, 
and  senl^'J  with  the  seal  of  the  province  in  New-York,  this  25th  day  of  jMarch, 
in  the  twcniy-ninih  year  of  ins  Ma'it-'s  reign,  Anno  Dom  ,  1G77. 

"  E.  A.N'DROSS.  " 

Richard  Smith,  tlie  patentee  above  namedj  arrived  at  Boston 
from  England  in  t!i ;  year  1G50,  where  he  inarriod,  and  remain- 
ed till  1655,  wlitn  he  came  Vv'ith  a  number  of  emigrants  to 
Long  Island,  and  was  one  of  the  first  proprietors  of  Brookha- 
ven.  He  lived  at  Setauket  several  years.  The  records  of  the 
town  snfiiciently  indicate  t'nat  he  was  not  only  an  active,  intel- 
ligent individual,  hut  was  a  leading  character  and  a  magistrate. 
After  his  removal  to  Smithtown,  he  sold  most  of  his  lands  there, 
the  conveyances  for  wiiich  arc  recorded  in  a  book  now  in  the 
office  of  the  county  clerk.  His  death  took  place  at  an  advanc- 
ed age,  about  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Only  a 
small  part  of  his  great  real  estate  was  disposed  of  during  his 
life.  Some  time  afierlns  decease,  in  the  year  1707,  his  chil- 
dren, v/hose  names  were  liichard,  Jonathan,  Job,  Adam,  Sam- 
uel, Daniel,  and  Deboraii.  made  application  to  the  court  of  as- 
sizes held  at  New-York,  K)r  the  a[>pointment  of  commissioners 
to  make  a  division  of  the  rcjuaining  lands  among  them  ;  where- 
upon the  court  ap|;onit.-d  llicliaid  ^Voodhull  of  Brookhaven, 
John  Hallock  of  Souih.-M.  mid  Geori^e  Townsend  of  O3-S- 
ter-Bay,  to  make  tl  je  pa  nil  ion  required.  This  commission 
v/as  duly  executed,  and  the  division  made  was  subsequently 
confirmed  by  the  court  in  the  same  year.  It  is  probable  that 
horses  were  very  rare  during  tlie  Arst  settlement  of  this  town, 
or  that  they  liad  not  as  yet  been  introduced  ;  which  accounts  for 
Mr.  Smith's  having  made  use  of  a  large  bull  for  many  purposes 
for  which  horses  were  afierv^ards  used,  wliich  occasioned  him 
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to  be  desic^riatecl  as  the  ball-rider,  and  bib;  po.  Irr.iv  to  tbisdav  us 
tbe  Jliill  Smiths,  while  the  descendants  oft  oi.  "\\  il'ii!.:n  .SiLiih 
of  Brookhaven  are  as  famiharly  kno.vii  as  ibe  j'o!m-i'  r  A/z.-Zz/.w, 
lie  having  once  filled  the  office  of  irovcnior  of  Ta^ii:;  r.  'VL-  r-- 
are  alsa  upon  t'le  island  two  other  distinct  racos  ur  {a:L;,.<  s  i>v 
the  name  of  Smith,  tiic  one  called  Rock  S//iUhs  ami  ih-  v  i  : 
Blue  Sfniths,  the  ori^'in  of  wliich  is  matter  of  c,»;!- '  , 
Many  singular  traits  of  character,  and  not  a  lew  straiiuc  .^w^ri-. ... 
are  related  concerning  this  fanions  progenitor  of  trie  Srnni:  - 
Smithtown,  the  records  of  which  have  too  much  the  senioh  i]!.  • 
of  fiction  to  be  worth  perpetuating. 

Tire  area  of  this  town  is  nearly  ten  miles  square.    The  sur- 
face on  the  north  is  a  good  deal  broken  and  hiliV:  wlub-  on  iLv 
south  it  is  nearly  a  level  plain.     The  soil  is  u.'ii'-Jaily  '.:<v>u, 
and  v.'oU  cultivated.    The  timber  is  abnndanL  ri:Ki  1.;*'^  U^iy.' 
been  a  staple  article  of  exportation.    The  Nesaniiai;':  iU;-  r  j  > 
the  only  considerable  stream  in  the  town  ;  c^niii.t  i. (■•'  •:  i  ;  ii'  ; 
southern  part  of  it,  and  runijing  a  noitlicrly  conr.--  [•>  i'  -  I 
bor  adjoining:  the  Sound.    Tbc  po]'ii!;ui')n  is 
over  the  surface,  but  there  are,  nevrr':bei*:-.-^j  ;  v\  't;.1  .  p;--::- 
sant  vicinages  in  diflerent  parts,  winch     M?rvr  ]  :,!;;ci;.ar  n,< 
tion.    The  most  considerable  villi.ge  is  th..tcai;<  d  j-..r  /.v... - 
which  is  centrally  situated  upoi]  tbe  m'd'lit'  ci»mi:ry  r<   c  i 
where  the  pubhc  business  of  the  tovrn  is  us'ia'r;  t;  ;r-    ;  j. 
Here  is  a  tavern,  post-ofiico,  store,  and  a! •out  a  (i  /  n  . 
owned  principalh,^  by  farmers.    The  Pr'o^byt'  :    :i  ■         ^  •  . 
originally  built  in  1750,  and  the  present  mor  •  ui    ■  m  '  . 
iii  1S23.    It  is  probable  that  a  church  t>xisi(d  in  ^  .,.  -  ;  ,,:t 
the  town  previous  to  1750,  as  tlic  n-ords  t  i--."      ni'-: 'i  -is 
that  on  the  13th  day  of  Fehrnary,  17  17,  K:'n:     i  Si-iiii  i^wl 
his  four  brothers  gave  a  tract  of  ia-id  up'>:i  t;i;;  v-a-.?  Miio  of 
Nesaquake  River  to  JJcuucl  T'li/lor,  m  crn:>uu-T.:Uvn  ot'  his 
having  agreed  to  labor  amon^-  -'ic  }>eople  wi  liie  v;ork  of  llie 
ministry  for  four  years. 

Between  the  Branch  and  Stosiy-Brooic  is  a  small,  but  neat 
hamlet,  called  Mil/s^  Pontic  ta)nsi.^iing  of  a  iew  liouscs  arran::- 
ed  ai)0ut  the  borders  of  a  pond,  used  as  a  common  watering;  for 
cattle.    At  the  head  of  Stony-Brool:  baibor  is  another  consider- 
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able  settlementj  and  one  other  upon  either  side  ofNesaquake 
riverj  a  few  miles  iVoui  the  Sound.  On  the  east  side  of  this 
river,  and  near  tlie  residence  of  ifje  late  Richard  Smith,  was  the 
dwelling-place  of  his  ancestor,  the  patentee  of  the  town;  and 
this  was  probably  the  site  of  tiie  principal  settlement  of  the 
Tsesaquake  tribe,  as  well  as  of  the  S-iichem.  At  the  head  of 
boat  navigation  upon  this  river,  is  the  village  called  the  Head 
of  the  Ricer,  which  has  long  been  a  place  of  considerable  busi- 
ness, having  several  valuable  mills  and  machinei  V;  employed 
for  various  mechanical  purposes.  In  the  norlh-wcst  part  of  the 
town  is  another  settlement,  called  Fresh-Ponds,  v.diere  tijere 
is  a  Presbvtenan  clmrch,  in  which  the  Rev.  Joshua  liart  offi- 
ciated pastor  from  tlv:^  year  1792,  till  his  death  a  few  years  since. 
On  the  soutiiera  liuiii  of  the  town  is  the  neighborhood  of  Hon- 
po^rues,  where  a  Metljooist  churc'i  has  been  erected  for  seveiaf' 
years.  Here  is  the  i  r-sK.lcnce  of  the  Hon.  Joshua  Smith,  v;ho 
has  frequently  rej)r*^^>r-!Ued  the  county  in  the  legislatnre,  and 
Ijeld  the  office  of  tir.<t  judge  of  tlie  common  pleas  from  iS23  to 
1S23. 

The  first  minister  of' this  town  of  whom  any  record  has  been 
preserved,  was  ilio  ./»Vr.  Ahiier  Reeve.  He  was  a  native  of 
Southold,  and  gr;id:i;-.?."d  nt  Yale  College  in  1731.  He  was 
emploved  in  th^s  town  in  the  year  173.3,  but  whether  settled  or 
not,  is  not  certainly  iinown.  He  subsequently  preached  at 
Wt-sthampton,  Fne  P.ace,  and  Huntington,  without  ^being 
regularly  settled  m  ciih-.r.  He  removed,  m  1750,  to  Blooming- 
Grove  in  Orange  (.'onntV;  ap.d  from  thence  to  Brattleborough  m 
Vermont,  where  he  di-.-d.  lie  was  an  amiable  man  and  a  crood 
scholar,  but  wavering  in  his  disposition  and  somev/hat  ec- 
centric. 

His  son,  tlielato  llos.  'i'\;  r 's  11-vvk.  \va>  li.irn  at  F^rc-rirr-:  in  tlic  town  of 
Brookl-iuvott,  Octo'xr,  HI  !,  i  .;r.-'iu  :l  va.  Princci-on  College  \\\  1763.  He  ii 're 
forui-v-i  an  airr^tvaMe  in:  .li  .  y  v,  .•  .i  t;;.'  i.:;aiiruu:r  of  pr£j>i-.!ciU  Durr  an  j  si-^ler 
of  i\vt  l  ilc  C(-l.  H.irr,  -  <.  ■  -^V'  rv-  nnis  iiuirricd,  KcsuiJicd  law  ia  oiio  of 
th':  oa^?:  s'a'.:s,  a;:  ]  •  .  i  mu  his  {'ruf.?sional  course  at  Lit  litl-M.  Coii- 
riLCtiju,  in  II  -  v..!'.ii.ni)  jiatnoi  in  the  rcvolutinD.    In  llf'S  he  v.ns 

ajv.oio'-t  ■ ;  -.1  ii!  i^'--  "f  ■  ■-■!•. 'M  Court  of  tiiat  state,  tnid  afterwards  chief jiisii^o, 
wli:  j;i 'j;.;"  ■  i-.;^!..  1- i  !.  it'  \vai  ill  the  practice  of  the  law  about  twenty-six 
year'.,  r.ad  w.  s  the  !'  i.,..;-  r  of  a  Law  Academy  at  Litchfield,  which  was  tlie 
nv'.it  useful,  successful,  ai;;l  di-^tir^-uislied  in  lliis  country,  until  the  one  instrujed 
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€1  Harvard  Coilp^e  under  tlie  auspices  of  Jud2:e  Story.  He  presided  over  the 
Liic'if.ehl  Lav.'  School  f-ir  nearly  forty  y^-'ars.  and  ?f  r:t  pupils  to  every  part 

of  t;iP  Uniied  States,  richly  endowed  v.  iili  the  priiici;.!-  s  -tnd  practice  cf  the  law. 
J  idire  Reeve  was  distiniruishcd  for  simplicity  of  itKiniirrs  iuid  for  purity  of  p'rin- 
ciple  and  conduct.  At  his  decease,  Doc^'mijor  13,  Is:,,'),  his  pupi's  in  every  part 
of  t!ie  country  met,  and  passed  resi^luti  us  liiir'dv  favi,ir;i!./!e  to  ids  chariioter. 
An)ong  these  nieeiings  was  that  of  th'"  Bakiniorc;  bar,  at  wiiich  the  lion.  Ivobi.-rt 
Gocd'oe  Harper  presided.  The  resolutior.s  cont  .iiu  u  t;;e  warriKst  t  lfa  =  ions  of 
gratitude  and  veneration.  Dr.  B-jecher,  in  his  fun;  r;d  o;-.i!:'>n,  s.iid  of  inn.!  :  "  I 
have  never  known  a  man  who  loved  so  many  persons,  and  was  hi\nsv.-lf  beloved 
by  so  many." 

The  Rev.  NaptJiali  Dagget  was  settled  here  in  175L  He 
was  a  native  of  Attlehorougli,  Yeraioiit,  aiid  c:r\iuiuacd  at  Yale 
coUecre  in  1748.  His  wife  was  Sarah,  dan-iiter  of  Richard 
Srxiith  of  th.is  town.  In  175G  ho  removed  W>  X':.'\v-riav<'n.  and 
accepted  the  proftissorship  of  divinity  in  Va'e  ( 'oheij?  ;  and 
after  tlie  death  of  President  Chtpp,  in  lfd'*>,  he  olliciatt  d  as 
president  till  the  accession  of  President  Stdr'.s  in  17  77.  In  1770 
he  distiniiuished  himself  by  his  eonrape  aiA  jjj-triotisnj  when 
the  city  of  ^New-Haven  was  attaciad  by  th.*  Bniish  troops  in 
their  incendiary  expedition  against  tlie  niariiime  towns  of  Con- 
necticut. They  took  him  prisoner,  most  sliam^^^^filly  hf'at  and 
insulted  him,  and  compelled  him  to  walic  se  veral  nnles  in 
extreme  hot  weather.  Tin's  savage  treatment  m  ail  proltability 
accelerated  his  death,  which  occurred  Xovenil  er  ::^5.  ]7^iK 

The  next  minister  of  this^iown  was  the  Wqw  'I'liom^is  Lev/is, 
of  whom  little  is  known.  exee])t  tliat  he  graduated  at  ^'a,!c 
College  in  1711,  came  here  in  1763,  and  again  ren>,tV(. d  ni 
1769.  The  Rev.  Joshua  Hart  was  a  native  of  llic  Lsiai;  1, 
graduated  at  Princeton  in  1770,  settled  here  in  177*5,  m  17. *2 
left  the  churcli  in  the  Brands,  and  settled  in  the  |):iri.--]i  of  Fivsli 
Ponds,  where  lie  continued  till  his  death  a  f  \v  )-eais  since, 
lie  v/as  a  man  of  considerable  powers  of  iiiind,  assisted  by  a 
good  education:  and  his  convivial  talents  were  such  as  to 
make  his  conversation  at  all  times  intervsimg  and  agreeable. 

The  Raw  LiilJier  Gliasoii,  from  Still w<iter,  Saratoga  coun- 
ty, was  settled  liere  in  171*7,  and  rf  inained  until  dismissed  for 
al!c:^ed  misconduct  in  i"!-!;');  sirjje  v.lien  a  runnier  of  cler^jy- 
men  have  been  sueeev-i vLey  engaged,  whose  continuance  has 
beeii  for  short  periods. 
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Thomas  Tredwkll,  E^a-,  K^*-e  of  Plaltsburgh,  was  a  native  of  ibis  town,  and 
■one  of  ihe  most  useful  mei)  of  his  day.  lie  was  wp!1  eciucat<?d,  and  was  dis'in- 
guish:d  for  firmness  and  prudence  during  the  diiuoalt  and  trying  period  of  the 
revolution.  lie  was  olniost  constantly  engaged  in  public  business;  v/as  cko.sen 
a  member  of  the  proviiicial  convention  in  1775,  anvl  t:l?cted  afterwards  to  the 
provincial  congress  froni  Lon^^  Island.  He  v/as  al-so  a  member  of  tlie  first 
senate  of  this  state  under  the  constitution,  and  seems  to  have  been,  in  all  respect?, 
■fitted  to  tlic  [(L-rilous  times  in  which  lie  hved.  He  received,  as  he  merited,  the 
highest  te->timo!iials  of  respect  and  confidence  t'rom  iiis  fcUow-citizen.s  on  ail 
occasions  where  jud^iment  and  perseverance  were  rcquired'to  be  exercised.  He 
was  the  first  surr  ii%ue  of  this  county,  ap|)oinied  in  17-)7,  and  retained  the  office 
till  1791;  soon  uficr  wliioh  lie  rer.-.oveil  to  Platt.-burgh,  and  was  appointed  also 
tlie  first  surrognt.'  rf  Cii:ito;-i  coiinty,  Which  he  iicld  till  his  death  in  ISiu. 

The  kite  Presid-nt  Dwi/ht,  in  tin-  jnuriial  of  his  travels  through  this  island  i*^ 
1S91,  has  the  fjllo\viii_'  ffuiarks :  Tiie  best  laiid,  (says  iie,)  which  we  sav/ on 
tiiis  day's  journ  .  y,  w:  ;u.d  :;h.)u:  Sin;:^/u\vn.  Here  we  dined,  or  rather  wished 
to  din-?  :  the  inn  e.t  v.      h  v,  i.vd,  and  tlic  only  one  on  the  road,  not  iLiving 

tlie  means  of  enabling  us  lo  -  .:!•  [;.•  e)Ui-  X'.  's'ies.  In  tliis  humble  mansion,  ii0\v>.;^^ 
e%  er,  we  found,  a  uru' nt:  I'' r  ]' .  a. jout  l:  .^ht':^cn.  of  a  fine  f()rm  and  complexion,  a 
beautiful  countenance,  \\\v.\  uu';n;i,;  '  yei.  anunated  with,  intelligence,  possessing 
manners  v.diich  vrere  a  c'l  a;-"i;  j  !>i:\;'.-ic  uf simjjUcity  and  grace,  and  conversing 
in  laniTuage  whieii  wou'd  n." :  !.  ■  '.  •  d.  -. T'- 'ited  a  drawing-room  or  a  court.  Her 
own  declarations  coni]>d'.<d  r.3  u^.  Ivd.icve,  against  every  preconception,  that  she 
W'as  a  child  of  this  very  hu-.;iid  •  ui  uiuciitcd  fandly.  But  nothing  we  saw  in  the 
house  could  acco'.iht  lor  ti:<j  ..p;  -  ;>  .ii,lo  of  her  person,  mind,  or  manners,  I  was 
ready  to  believe,  as  all  n.y  i  .vi.s  v/ere,  when  we  left  the  spot,  that  some 

'  Fio a     f  .'.  !!  to  blush  unseen, 
And  v.  a      0.-.  ".r  -  ■  '.^"•;5^■  on  the  desert  air." 

It  may  gratify  the  cin  'a>  .  f  -J-,  rrj-;  Icr  to  know,  that  the  house  referred  to 
was  kept  at  that  tiiue  i  i  I'.'in  rhby  Derick  McCoun  ;  and  that  the  young 
•lady,  (so  highly  e\toii'  !  y  ' .'  ■•  ■  ;  ;  u.b!e  Doctor,)  was  his  daughter,  now  the 
■widow  of  the  Lite  Major         ■  •    J'^  h..>-ue. 

"  At  a  town  z-  '■■       •■i  ^-         •■.v n,  Au<:ust  Olh,  1774,  it  was  resolved, 

and  we  do  fidly '.itc:  .u- ;  «' ;o  >  ■  ■:  ■  v  'o  enier  into  any  pul.^lic  measures  that 
shall  be  agreed  uyoii  ;  ;.'  ^.  ■  '  ^-.^.-ss;  ar^r  that  Solomon  Suiitli,  Darnel 
Smith,  and  i'jion'.as  Tie  i  ..  .  .  ■  :  •    f-r  .'^aid  town,lo  act  in  roujun-  iion 

with  committee-  of  ih.-^  r.  '.:  ■  '■  ^  ■■  '  -    inly,  to  correspond  with  the  com- 

mittee of  :%ew-Yo:d>  :  v.  :  '.  .■•  --ms  fvi'iy 'Moowercd  to  choese  a 

delegate  to  repri.S'n:.  r  e:.y.-  <  i.'Tal  congr'-ss;  and  tlml  said  e-^'unnit- 
tee  do  all  ti;aL  siiad  !:  ■  li  e^;  ■-  ■  y       •  "f  our  just  ri  rhis  and  liberties  agaii^st 

the  un jon^odtaiioiui!  uc'-.-.  o;  J  C>:.  .  di  i.K.nsiry  and  jKuliannjiit,  uiitil  ano'dier 
commiuee  bo  ar'P'dnted."' 

In  a  n-.jte  to  Moalouds  Hi-  t'TV  '  !' X-- v,--Y<.r]:,  it  is  stated,  that  an  obituary 
•apy  .'a:\  i  in  a  r.ewsy  ,'ptr,  y ;  i  ' '  .  ■  >  ["■'■  .',  <'f  th*;  death  of  a  negro  at  Smith  tow  n, 
Long  Lh  ..d.  r  .ya:   i      :.  •  ••  -  '  ee'      c ml  Jort ,j  ijcars  ol-I ,  v.- ho  declared 

that  he  \v.-'.l  rar...t.Ti!   r  ■  1  ■  '    •      .  i     /vv.^  h>msr.s  in  New- York.  Thi 

memory,  theret^re,  ot'  i-  .a  nk  o;.'-  n,  i.vidaal  nn.ist  have  extended  baidv  to  the 
£r6t  i-a'.i:;2cnt  of  Now  An.iteriain,  (a-.  Nvw-York  wa.=:  then  called,)  in  lt-2u 
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This  is  the  mosl  westerly  town  in  SulTolk  County;  bounded 
on  the  north  by  the  Sound,  on  the  east  by  a  Vine  running  trom 
Frosh  Ponds  to  the  north-west  anoie  of  Winnacomac  Patent, 
from  thence  to  the  creek  east  of  Sunquani's  Neck,  then  down 
said  creek  to  the  South  Bay,  and  from  thence  south  to  the 
Ocean  ;  on  the  south  by  the  Ocean:  on  the  west  by  Cold  Spring" 
[Jarbor,  and  by  a  Hue  running  from  the  head  of  the  said  har- 
bor to  tiie  creek  west  of  West-Neck  ;  tlicn  down  the  said  creek 
to  the  Sonth  Bay,  and  from  tiience  soutlicriy  to  a  monument 
upon  tlie  beach,  fixed  by  counnis-^ionurs  in  1797.  Its  ex- 
tent on  the  Sound  be;n2:  al)out  ten  nule'^^,  upon  the  South  Bay 
six.  and  from  north  to  sonth  tweniy  milc^;  containing  nearly 
one  hundred  and  sixty  square  miles.  In  1G91  Ilorse-ISeckj 
now  called  Lloyd's  Neck,  winch  lies  within  trie  bounds  of 
Huntington  Patent,  was  a'.niexcd  to  Queen's  County  by  an  act 
of  the  legislature,  atid  lias  remained  so  ever  since.  The  earliest 
deed  for  land,  within  the  boujids  «^f  ihis  tov.  n,  was  given  by  the 
Indians  to  Theophilus  Eaton,  Governor  of  Newhaven,  for  Ea- 
ton's Zseck,  in  1^46.  The  fnst  Indian  dci'd  to  the  original  set- 
tlers of  Huntington,  was  oltamcd  m  iGv")3,  and  comprised  six 
square  miles,  being  all  tb.e  IoikIs  bciuc.-n  Cold  Spring  and 
East  Cow  Harbor,  and  exteiLding  irom  the  Sound  to  the  old 
country  road,  including  Horse-Neck,  winch,  it  seems,  was  not 
inteiided  to  be  conveyed  !)y  tiio  hidivUi^. -hut  was  sold,  in  1654, 
to  tlnee  n:cn  living-  in  Oyster-B-,!y.  'i'i:e  consiii'naiion  paid 
for  tliC  purchase  of  105-3,  was  six  ciKiJs,  six  ItoitlcS;  six  hatchets, 
six  shovels,  ten  knives,  six  tathoms  uf  v^-an)|.inn,  thirty  Uiuxes, 
and  thirty  n.eedies  :  which  was  no  donl.'t  con.>!dL'red  by  the 
grantors  an  adequate  coniprri-ation.  it)  lOoo  the  people  of 
HiUitington  obtanaed  a  d-od  tor  the  iaiid  exiendmg  from  Cow 
llariior  to  Nevaquairc  lliver,  and  froui  tlie  Sound  to  the  coun- 
try ro.ul.  A  part  of  the  S  ouiii-N-.e^.s  was  purchased  in  1057, 
a:id  oih-ar  parts  in  105S  und  at  sui>:i()nent  p^'riods,  together 
with  tiie  Ian  is  lyin^  sonth  of  tho  nud  il-j  country  road.  The 
lands  in  tlie  town  wf-re  ciaimed  by  three  ditlerent  tribes,  the 
jJatinecocks,  ih.e  -Massapenua-,  and  the  Sccatauirs.    Both  ^Yy- 
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andanch,  Sacliem  of  [NTont-ink,  and  the  Sachem  of  Nesaquake. 
denied  the  right  of  tlie  Alatinecock  Indians  to  the  land  betu-een 
Cow  Harbor  and  Nesaquake  Kiver,  which  tliey  had  sold  to  tlie 
people  of  l]untins(ton.  The  conflicting  claims  of  these  differ- 
ent tribes  produced  a  loner  controversy  between  lluntinglori 
and  the  proprietor  of  Smitliiown,  which,  after  an  arbitration 
and  several  lawsuits,  terminated  in  lb75,  in  a  division  of  the 
disputed  territory  ;  and  the  boundary  between  the  towns  was 
determined  to  be  a  line  running  from  Fresii  Pond  to  AVfiit- 
man's  Hollow;  tlie  north-west  corner  of  Winnecomac  Patent. 
The  first  settlers  in  al!  cases  purchased  tlieir  lands  from  tlie  In- 
dians who  claimed  them  ;  the  price  paid  was  very  in>considera- 
ble,  and  usually  consislt  d  of  blankets,  clothing,  fisliing  imple- 
ments, and  so'ieiiuics  of  onus  and  anmmiiition,  VvMth  a  small 
quantity  of  wampum.  The  settlers  at  first  only  took  up  a 
house-lot  in  the  vilina'e,  and  this  is  supposed  to  be  all  the  land 
taken  up  before  ifie  first  pairnt.  Iminediately  after  the  con- 
quest of  New-York  in  KjfVl,  the  governor  ordered  the  pur- 
chasers of  Indian  lands  to  lake  out  a  patent  for  tiie  confir- 
mation of  their  contracts,  and  forbade  any  further  purchases 
to  be  made  from  the  natives  witiiout  a  license  from  the  go- 
vernment. Tfic  uoverni>r,  with  the  advice  of  the  council, 
had  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands.  No  purchase  could  be 
made  without  his  licerK^e,  and  none  was  of  any  avail  unless 
confirmed  by  patent,  f)r  whi -'i  Nuch  sums  were  demanded  as 
avarice  dictated.  The  h-r^^  cliarlrcd  for  patents  constituted  a 
perquisite  of  the  rrovernor,  rmd  (put-rents  charged  on  them  pro- 
duced no  incoubid'^raiile  revenue  to  the  crown.  In  IGGG  the 
inhabitants  of  Iluntiiurton  obtained  a  patent,  by  which  the 
whole  territory  bctwirn  Cnid-Snrini::  and  Nfsriquake  River, 
and  between  the  Sound  aiid  the  Sea,  was  erected  uUo  a  town, 
with  town  privileircs  ;  but  the  yiatent  gave  no  j)Ower  to  the  in- 
habitants to  purchase  th"  laiuN  ^tiU  held  by  the  Indians  within 
the  limits  of  the  town.  l;i  l'"^^5  tho.  a"overnor  issued  a  patent 
for  lands  in  the  town,  v.-!]ir;i  in  1G75  liad  been  adjudged  by 
the  coiirt  of  assize  to  be  within  the  limits  of  the  original  patent, 
and  in  16SG  lie  required  the  inhabitants  to  piirchiase  the 
lands  within  the  town  which  had  not  been  obtained  of  the 


TOWN  OF  HUNTINGTON. 


311 


Indian?,  in  order  that  ihey  miaht  be  coinpelled  to  take  out  new 
patents  for  them.  The  original  patent  was  made  subject  to 
such  quit-rent  as  should  be  afterwards  fixed,  and  became, 
eventually,  a  subject  ot'  difficulty  between  the  ^^overnor  and 
the  people  of  the  town.  To  compel  them  to  consent  to  its  be- 
ing fixed  according  to  his  wishes,  Governor  Dongan.  in  16S6, 
seized  their  patent,  and  obliged  them  to  raise  £*i9  4s  Td,  in  sat- 
isfaction of  quit-rent  and  the  expense  of  a  new  patent,  winch 
passed  the  council  August  2d,  16SS,  and  was  one  of  the  last 
acts  of  his  administration.  This  last  patent  was  similar  to 
the  former,  and  which,  aller  "confirnnng  the  titles  to  lands 
already  purchased,  granted  all  the  remainder  thereof  with- 
in the  limits  of  che  patent  (except  the  necks  on  the  south  side 
and  the  land  to  the  north  of  them)  absolutely  to  the  iijhabitants, 
according  to  their  rights  or  shares  in  tiie  original  purchases, 
and  also  incorporated  the  town.  Tiie  patrntces  named  in  the 
original  patent,  in  1066,  were  Jonas  Wood,  l\obcrt  Seely,  John 
Ketcham,  Thomas  Scidmorc,  Isaac  Vnsi,  'i'homris^  Jtines,  find 
Thomas  AVicks.  In  1601  another  j)atent  was  granted  l)y  Go- 
vernor Fletcher,  by  v/hich  the  eastern  limit  of  the  tov^n  was 
altered,  their  former  purchases  conhrnicd,  and  the  rigiit  of 
pre-emption  to  ah  the  lands  witiiin  tlie  hnnixiarirs  of  ilie  patent, 
not  tht^n  purcliased,  secured  to  them,  'i'lie  expense  of  this  pa- 
tent was  £56  IS5  3c/;  of  whi^^h  sum  .CoH  was  paid  to  the  gover- 
nor and  public  oliicers.  The  names  ins(^rted  in  the  last  };atent 
are  Thomas  ^Vicks,  Joseph  Bayley,  Joiias  \\'ood,  John  Wood, 
John  Vricks,  Thomas  Brush,  and  Jolm  Adunrs;  and  they  are 
called  trust':es  of  tliu  I'reeholder:,  and  comuionalty  of  the  town, 
With  the  usual  powers  of  a  civil  cori)or:itii.n. 

In  an  early  period  of  ih(^  settlement,  in  tiiis  town  as  well  as 
in  others,  ahnost  all  domestic  trade  v/as  earned  on  by  means 
of  exchange.  Contracts  were  in;.de  to  bo  saijsiied  in  produce, 
and  L'vcn  the  judgments  i^iven  in  the  courts,  were  made  paya- 
ble in  grain,  at  lixed  prices,  or  in  iiicrrhanf.able  pay  at  the  cur- 
Triit  jiri'-c.  The  |»riccs  were  L•^labll^h*:d  hy  the  governor  and 
court  of  assize;  and  in  1665  the  as-essv/rs  weie  ordered  to  fix 
an  f.>umatc  for  st'.clc.  Accordingly,  a  lirase  or  mare  four  years 
old  and  upward,  was  to  be  taken  m  pay  at  twelve  pounds  ;  a 
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COW  four  years  old  and  upward,  at  live  pounds  ;  an  ox  or  bull 
of  the  same  as^e,  at  six  pounds  ;  and  other  articles,  as  pork, 
wheat,  corn,  (tc,  at  proportionate  prices.  lu  tlie  draft  of  a  con- 
tract between  the  town  and  a  scliooirrjaster  in  165?',  the  salary 
was  to  be  paid  in  current  pay  ;  and  in  1GS6  tiie  town  contracted 
with  a  carpenter  to  make  an  addition  to  the  meeting-house,  to 
be  paid  in  produce.  Even  executions  issued  by  tlie  magistrates, 
were  satisfied  in  tiie  same  way.  "  At  a  town  meeting,  A  pril  4, 
1661,  it  was  agreed  that  ii  firkin  of  butter  should  be  paid  in,  at 
Steven  Jarvis's  house  by  the  middle  of  June,  for  the  satisfaction 
of  a  debt  due  froni  ye  town  to  Ensigne  Briant."  The  more  ef- 
fectually to  preserve  the  public  morals,  the  people  exchided 
from  society  tliose  wliom  they  tliought  likely  to  injure  tliem. 
In  1CG2  they  api)ointed  by  a  vote  at  town  meeting,  a  committee, 
consisting  of  the  minister  and  six  of  their  most  respectabl/j  citi« 
zens,  to  examine  the  chnractcrs  of  those,  coming  to  settle  among 
them  ;  v/ith  power  to  admit  or  reject,  as  they  judged  most  likely 
to  benefit  or  injuic  srcicty,  w'ith  a  proviso,  that  they  should  not 
exclude  any  '-that  were  honest,  and  well  approved  by  honest 
and  judicious  men;"'  and  forbid  any  inhabitant  to  sell  or  let  house 
or  land  to  any  one  not  approved  by  the  committee,  under  the 
penalty  of  ten  pounds,  to  be  paid  to  the  town.  In  1653  the 
town  forbade  aiiy  inliahitant  to  entertain  a  certain  obnoxious 
individual  longer  tha!i  the  space  of  a  week,  either  gratuitously 
or  for  pay,  under  ttie  penalty  of  forty  shillings. 

"  At  a  town  meeting,  held  ^May- 14,  165S,  it  was  agreed  by  a 
major  vote,  that  tow  men  betting  chose  to  goe  to  Newhaven 
about  joining  in  govoiinent  with  tfiem  ;  and  also  to  a  tend  the 
bisnis  of  the  ships  lli-it  was  caste  away  on  the  south  side  ;  and 
that  they  that  beloniTe  to  tiie  ships  bisnis,  s'nall  bear  tow-third 
of  the  charges  in  sendin  c)f  the  tow  m':n,  and  one-third  the 
towne  in  generall  shall  paye.-'  And  27th  December,  1658,  it 
was  "ordered  that  the  Indians  have  ten  shilhngs  for  as  many 
wolves  as  they  kill  within  our  bounds,  that  is,  ten  shillings  a 
year,  if  they  make  it  evident  they  v/ere  so  killed."  March  5, 
16()5,  the  town  court  gave  judirmeiit,  "that  defendant  pay  the 
debt  in  wheat  or  peas,  at  merchant  prices." 

*•  At  a  towne  meatmg,  Nov.  ye  lOihj  l6S6,it  was  agreed  upon 
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by  ye  ceneralitie  of  ye  inhabitants,  that  too  men  should  be  sent 
to  Yourke  in  order  to  ye  Govenors  letter;  the  men  chosen  by 
ye  towne  for  yt  purpose  was  Tlio.  l^owell  and  Isaac  Piatt." 

July  29,  16S2j  the  town  C6urt  ordered  a  person  to  pay  a  fine 
of  twenty  shilhngs,  or  make  such  acknowledornient  as  the  court 
would  accept,  for  having  brought  a  bag  of  meal  from  Oyster- 
Bay  on  the  Sabbath  ;  and  on  the  3d  of  June,  16S3,  required  a 
written  confession  from  three  men,  who  had  travelled  on  the 
Sabbath  from  Huntington  to  Hempstead. 

In  order  to  secure  the  due  administration  of  justice  in  this 
town  and  to  punish  crimes,  a  court  was  early  established  by 
the  people,  composed  of  three  magistrates,  a  clerk,  and  consta- 
ble, chosen  annually  at  town  meeting.  Tiie  })arties  were  enti- 
tled to  a  jury  of  seven  men,  a  majority  of  whom  were  compe- 
tent to  render  a  verdict.  In  ca.-es  of  sianrier  and  defamation, 
(which  were  by  far  the  most  common,)  the  judement  was  fre- 
quently in  the  alternative,  that  dcfefidant  make  confession  in 
open  court,  or  pay  a  pecuniary  satisfaction.  In  one  instance  of 
gross  slander  the  defendant  was  adjudired  to  be  jolaced  in  the 
stocks,  which  appears  to  be  the  only  instance  on  record  of  cor- 
poral punishment  in  the  town.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  a  sin- 
gle criminal  prosecution  took  place  in  the  town  previous  to 
1664,  slander  and  trespass  being  the  most  aggravated  cases  on 
record. 

In  1660  the  town  resolved  to  put  tljcm^elves  under  the  juris- 
diction of  Connecticut,  and  were  received  accord mgly.  In 
1662tliey  elected  two  deputies  to  attend  tl;-,;  next  general  court 
of  election  at  Hartford,  in  May,  1663.  This  coimcction  was 
dissolved,  of  course,  on  the  conquest  of  New-^'oik  in  1664. 
On  the  ISth  of  October,  1660,  the  town  established  a  house  of 
entertainment,  and  made  its  continuaiice  to  d^'i'cnd  upon  the 
correctness  with  whicli  the  keeper  discharged  the  trust ;  and 
January  2d,  16S2,  the  town  court  ordt-rvd  tiie  f'sfate  of  an  in- 
temperate person  to  be  attached,  liiai  it  inight  be  "secured,  pre- 
served, and  improved  for  liis  liveliiiood  and  maintenance,  and 
that  the  town  might  not  be  damitied." 

The  llrst  minister  of  this  town  was  the  Kev.  William  Leva- 
ridge  or  Levcrich.    He  came  from  i^iglaud  with  Captain  Wii^- 
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gin  and  company,  arriving  at  Salem,  October  10,  1633.  He 
preached  at  Dover,  MassachusettSj  till  1G35-    In  163S  he  re- 
moved to  Sandwich,  and  in  1647  was  employed  by  the  com- 
missioners of  tlie  United  Colonies  as  a  missionary,  and  resided 
for  the  most  of  the  time  at  Plymouth.    He  is  mentioned  by 
Morton,  in  his  history  of  Plymouth,  as  among  the  ablest  minis- 
ters in  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  in  1642.    In  April,  1653, 
he  visited  Lonp:  Island,  and  made  a  purchase,  with  others,  at 
Oysler-T3ay.    It  is  probable  that  he  devoted  some  part  of  his 
time,  after  his  removal  to  Oyster- Bay,  in  instructing  the  natives, 
either  on  liOng  Island  or  elsewhere.    From  the  accounts  of  the 
commissioners  presented  to  the  society  for  propagating  the  gos- 
pel in  New  England,  it  appears  tiiey  allowed  Mr.  Leveridge 
small  sums,  trom  time  to  time,  between  1653  and  165S,  for  his 
services  among  the  Indians.    In  1657  they  desired  him  to  in- 
struct the  Corchang  and  I^Iontank  tribes,  at  the  east  end  of  the 
island,  if  his  situani)n  woidd  admit  of  it.    In  165S  he  was  es- 
tablished as  the  minister  of  this  town,  and  on  the  10th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1662,  the  people,  by  a  vote  at  town  meeting,  appointed 
two  men  to  purchase  a  house  and  land  for  a  parsonage  ;  and  by 
a  similar  vote,  the  7  th  of  June  following,  granted  to  Mr.  Leve- 
ridsre  the  use  of  ail  the  meadow  about  Cow-Harbor,  on  both 
sides  of  the  creek,  as  long  as  he  should  continue  their  minister. 
In  1670  lie  removed  to  Newtown,  and  was  the  first  minister  of 
that  place. 

In  April,  1673,  the  people,  by  a  vote  at  tov/n  meeting,  au- 
^  thorized  the  mngistratcs,  with  certain  other  persons  named  for 
tlie  purpose,  to  endeavor  to  procure  a  minister  for  the  town  ; 
and  in  January,  1676,  by  a  similar  vote  they  agreed  to  invite 
the  Rev.  Eliphalct  .loncs,  to  continue  with  them  as  their  min- 
ister, and  that  he  sliuuld  liave  twenty  acres  of  land  cohere  he 
chose  to  take  it  up.  He  deferred  liis  acceptance  of  the  invita- 
tion  till  the  lOih  of  June,  1077,  when,  at  a  public  training,  the 
choice  of  the  people  was  expressed  in  his  favor  with  one  dis- 
senting voice.  !\Ir.  Jones  v;as  the  son  of  the  Rev.  John  Jones, 
(who  came  to  Bo4on  m  1635,  and  settled  at  Concord  in  1637.) 
He  was  born  Nov.  6,  16-10,  and  died  in  this  town  in  1731,  at 
the  nge  of  ninety-three.    He  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of 
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great  purity  and  simplicity  of  manners,  and  a  faithful  and  suc- 
cessful preacher.  In  consequence  of  his  increasing  age  and 
infirmity,  the  town,  on  tlie  19th  of  June,  1719,  engaged  the 
Aev.  Ebenezer  Prime  to  assist  him,  which  he  did  till  June  5, 
1723,  when  he  was  ordained  as  his  colleague.  After  the  death 
of  Mr.  Jones,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Prime  contuiued  the  minister  of 
Huntington  till  October  30,  17r)6,  when  the  Rev.  John  Close 
was  settled  as  his  colleague.  After  the  departure  of  Mr.  Close 
in  1773,  Mr.  Prime  continued  without  a  colleague  till  his  death. 
Mr,  Prime  was -born  at  Milford,  Cooiiecticut,  in  1700,  and  gra- 
duated at  Yale  College  in  1718.  His  lirst  wife  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Nathaniel  Sylvester  of  Shelter  Island,  by  whom  he  had 
a  son  that  died  while  a  student  in  Yale  Colleo;e  ;  and  two 
dauohters,  one  of  whom  married  tlie  Rev.  James  Brown  of 
Bridgehampton,  and  the  other  ^Ir.  Israel  Wood  of  this  town. 
His  second  wife  v/as  a  daughter  of  Judge  Youngs  of  South- 
old,  by  whom  he  had  a  son  by  the  name  of  Benjamin,  who  af- 
terwards became  an  eminent  physician.  His  third  wife  w\as  a 
Miss  Carle  of  this  town,  whom  he  left  a  widow  at  Ids  death 
in  1779. 

The  next  minister  was  the  Rev.  XatlKui  AVoodhull,  son  of 
Captain  Nathan  Woodhuli  of  Selauket.  He  was  horn  in 
1752,  erraduated  at  Yale  Collec^e  in  1775,  aud  seuled  in  this 
town  in  17S5  ;  from  whence  he  removed  to  Newtown  in  17S9, 
where  he  died  in  1810.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Schenck,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  (rraduatod  at  Nassau 
Hall  in  1707,  and  settled  here  in  1701.  lie  coiuinucd  iiere  till 
1817,  when  he  removed  with  his  fannly  to  Ohiu.  His  wife 
was  a  daughter  of  Robert  Cumniin'j,  l]<c\.  of  i-'rcehold,  New 
Jersey.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  H»n'.  Samu'-'l  ]\obinson,  who 
settled  in  1817,  and  removed  in  1S23  ;  after  which  the  Rev. 
Neliemiah  Brown  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  HaUiday  were  successive- 
ly erigao:ed  for  short  periods. 

The  tirst  Presbyterian  chureli  was  erected  in  the  village  o^ 
Huntin2"ton  in  1 005,  enlarged  m  lOSO,  and  succeeded  by  anoth- 
er on  the  site  of  the  present  church  in  1715.  This  stood  till 
the  revolutionaiy  war.  Th'-  British  troop?,  stationed  liere  du- 
ring the  winter  of  1777,  took  possession  of  it.  tore  up  the  seats. 
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and  made  a  store-house  of  it.  It  remained  in  this  condition 
till  the  fall  of  17S2,  when  it  was  torn  down  by  order  of  Colo- 
nel Thompson,  and  the  materials  were  employed  in  the  con- 
struction of  barracks  in  the  fort  upon  the  burying-hill. 

The  Episcopal  church,  called  St.  John's,  was  erected  in  1764  ; 
and  the  only  settled  clergyman  in  this  church  was  the  Rev. 
James  Greaton.  He  graduated  in  1754  at  Yale  College,  and 
came  to  reside  here  in  1767,  where  he  died  in  1773.  His  wife 
was  Mary  Wheelright  of  Boston,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons, 
John  and  James.  After  his  death  she  became  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Benjamin  Y.  Prime.  A  Presbyterian  church  was  erected  be- 
tween Crab-Meadow  and  Fresh-Pond,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
town,  shorily  before  tiie  rovohilionary  war,  and  v/as  supplied  a 
part  of  the  time  by  the  Rev.  Joshua  Hart,  minister  of  Smith- 
town.  Another  has  lately  been  built  at  Red-Hook.  A  Meth- 
odist church  was  erected  at  Comae  in  17S6,  and  it  second 
in  1S31.  A  handsome  Universal ist  church  was  completed  in 
the  village  of  Huntington  m  1S37.  Huntington  Academy  was 
erected  in  1794,  and  has  proved  one  of  the  most  useful  schools 
in  the  country.  The  village  of  Huntin^^ton  is  the  most  aticient 
and  populous  in  the  town,  and  has  a  fine  liarbor.  The  other 
navigable  waters  on  tiie  north  side  of  the  town  are  Cold-Spring, 
Lloyd's  Harbor,  and  Great  and  Little  Covv'- Harbor.  The  bay 
formed  by  Eaton's  Neck  and  Lloyd's  Neck  affords  a  depih  of 
water  for  vessels  of  the  largest  class,  and  was  used  as  a  station 
for  ships  during  the  revolution.  The  South-Bay,  which  bounds 
the  town  on  the  south,  is  evidently  decreasing  in  v/idth,  and 
the  depth  of  water  cou'^tantly  lessening  by  the  sand  washed 
and  blown  into  it  from  the  beach.  The  village  of  Little  Cow- 
Harbor  is  now  called  Centre-Port,  and  the  name  of  Great-Cow- 
Harbor  changed  to  North-l'^ort ;  cacii  having  a  considerable  po- 
pulation, and  easy  communication  with  the  Sound.  Comae 
and  Dix-Hills  also  contain  a  number  of  houses;  but  the  most 
active  and  thriving  village  is  i^ibylon,  upon  the  south  side  of 
tlie  island,  in  full  view  of  the  bay  and  ocean.  It  is  situated  upon 
Surufianis  A' r/j,  and  has  a  fine  streaur  of  water  on  either 
side,  upon  wliich  mills  have  long  been  erected.  The  popula- 
,tioii  is  about  two  hundred  and  fiity,  with  two  good  hotels,  some 
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half  a  dozen  stores,  and  several  mechanic  shops.  Few  places 
are  more  pleasantly  and  eli^ribly  situated  for  business,  and  for 
t!ie  resort  of  those  who  deli^^lu  in  sea  air  and  the  amusements 
of  fishing  and  fowling.  It  is  about  forty  miles  from  the  city  of 
New- York.  The  first  Presbyterian  church  was  built  in  1730, 
which  was  demolished  by  the  British  during  the  revolution, 
and. its  materials  conveyed  to  Hempstead  to  aid  in  the  erection 
of  barracks  at  that  place.  xV  new  church  was  finished  soon 
after  the  peace,  which  has  lately  been  converted  into  a  dwelling- 
house,  and  a  larger  and  more  elegant  edifice  erected  in  its  place, 
with  a  bell  presented  by  David  Tiiompson,  Esq,  of  New-York. 
The  society  of  Universalists  are  also  preparing  to  erect  a  house 
for  public  worship  in  the  village,  v/hieh,  when  not  occupied  by 
them,  is  to  he  free  to  all  derjomiuations  of  Cliristians. 

The  surface  of  this  town  alouir  the  Sound,  and  for  two  or 
three  miles  from  it,  is  rough  and  hilly,  sometimes  stony.  It 
then  becomes  level,  and  so  contifuies  from  two  to  foui  miles  in 
different  places,  when  there  occur  three  separate  ridges  or 
groups  of  hills,  the  West  Jlills^  the  I/iih  cirouiid  the  Long- 
Swa77ip,  and  Dix-Hills.  Tiiese  are  irregular,  and  extend  two 
or  three  miles  each  way.  South-westerly  of  Dix-Hills,  after  a 
small  mterval  of  level  land,  is  another  L.^rnup.  called  the  Half- 
Way-Hollou'-HUh:.  From  which  tlie  descent  to  th.e  South- 
Bay  is  an  inclined  plane,  and  so  oradual  as  to  Ire  imperceptible. 
Tlie  South-Bay  has  upon  its  northern  sliorc  a  contintious  strip 
of  salt-meadow,  nearly  a  mile  wide.  Tlit'  soil  near  the  Sound, 
and  particularly  upon  tlio  necks,  is  tlie  best  in  tiie  town.  The 
high  grounds  are  the  most  valuable  niiJ  |>roductive.  Hie  pine 
plains  in  the  n.nddic  of  the  ishmd  are  a  ma'^s  of  sand,  with  occa- 
sional spots  havinr^^  a  thin  cov* mia:  ot  loam.  The  whole  of 
the  town  is  evidently  alluvial,  I'or  m  no  jkuI  can  the  earth  be 
excavated  to  any  considerable  distance  wiiliout  meeting  with 
sand  and  gravel,  bearirii^- evidt  nt  marks  oflonn;  attrition  by  wa- 
ter. On  a  slope  at  the  west  end  of  the  Half- Way-Hollow-Hills, 
coarse  sand-stone:>,  of  a  dark  yellow  color,  intermixed  with 
mineral  substanr  \s,  iiave  been  ibund.  Al-o  the  sulphuret  of 
i-roji  ;  and  at  the  depth  of  eightee!!  feet,  limbs  of  trees  and  the 
outer  bark  of  tlie  pitch-pine  have  been  discovered,  their  inter- 
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stices  filled  with  a  mineral.  At  the  first  settlement  of  the  towD, 
wolves,  wild-cats,  wild-turkies,  swans,  and  pelicans  were  found 
in  abundance ;  and  the  wolves  were  so  mischievous,  that  boun- 
ties were  freely  given  for  tlieir  destruction. 

E atones  IS'cck,  which  lies  upon  the  north,  and  extends  some 
distance  into  the  Sound,  is  a  valuable  tract  of  about  fifteen 
hundred  acres.  There  is  a  due  proportion  of  arable  land,  wood- 
land, and  meadow.  On  the  extreme  point  a  light-house  was 
erected  m  179S,  at  an  expense  of  $9,750.  This  neck  takes  its 
name  from  Governor  Eaton  of  New-Haven,  who  obtained  it 
from  the  Indians  in  1016.  It  was  sold  to  Kichard  Bryan  of 
Milford,  in  1GS4,  whoso  descendants  conveyed  it  to  John  Sloss 
of  Fairfield.  His  daughter  became  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Noah 
Ilobart  of  that  place,  and  eventually  it  became  the  property  of 
her  son,  the  late  Hon.  -John  Sloss  Hobart,  former  judge  of^ 
the  supreme  court  of  this  state;  who,  at  the  close  of  the  re- 
volution, conveyed  it  to  John  AVatts  of  New-York,  and  sold  by 
him  to  John  Gardiner,  the  ancestor  of  the  present  owners. 

West  Neck  is  likewise  a  highly  valuable  and  fertile  tract  of 
land,  of  many  hundred  acres,  between  Cold-Spring  and  Hun- 
tington Harbors,  to  which  Lloyds  Neck  is  attached  by  a 
low  flat  sand-beach  or  strand.  In  addition  to  its  other  local  ad- 
vantages, it  contains  very  extensive  beds  of  choice  clay,  from 
which  millions  of  brick  have  been  nianufactured.  On  the  east 
side  of  Huntington  Harbor  is  East  Xcck^  which  is  neither  so 
large  or  fertile  as  the  former.  U  is,  however,  more  elevated, 
and  affords  from  many  spots  very  sublime  and  romantic  viev/s 
of  the  distant  scenery.  A  splendid  mansion  has  lately  beeri 
erected  in  an  elevated  position  by  Professor  Rhinelander  of 
New- York  as  a  country  residence,  which  is  seen  to  great  ad- 
vantage from  all  parts  of  tlie  adjoining  country. 

A  newspaper  was  established  in  this  town  by  Samuel  A.  Sea- 
])ury  in  1S21,  called  the  "  Anierlca)i  Ea^le,"  whicii  was  con- 
tinued till  about  the  year  1S25 ;  and  on  the  first  of  May  of  that 
year  a  monthly  magazine,  entitled  the  Long  Eland  Journal 
of  Philos'iphi/;^  was  commenci'd  by  Samuel  Fleet,  whicli,  for 
want  of  suliicicnt  patronage,  was  relinquished  in  a  year  or  two 
after. 
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John  Sloss  Hobart,  mentioned  above  as  a  former  owner  of  Eaton's  Neck 
and  an  inhabitant  of  this  town,  was  born  at  Fairfitid  in  Ui3j.  lie  graduated  at. 
Yale  Col'ege  in  1757,  and  ahhough  not  bred  a  lawyer,  was  a  man  of  a  sound  edu- 
cation and  excellent  understand  in  2".  His  dcporaiicni  was  crave  and  liis  counte- 
nance austere;  yet  he  was  a  warm-hearted  man,  and  universally  respected  for  iiis 
good  sense,  his  integrity,  his  pure  moral  character,  and  patriotic  devotion  to  the 
best  interests  of  his  country.  He  possessed  tiie  entire  confidence  of  the  public 
councils  of  the  state,  and  on  all  fitting  occasions  this  confidence  was  lar^^ely  and 
freely  manifested.  He  was  appointed  to  the  br-ntdi  of  the  supreme  court  of  this 
state  in  1777,  and  continued  in  the  othcefor  nb'iul  iw.  nty  years.  He  was  (says 
Chancellor  Kent)  a  faithful,  diligent,  and  dih>;ernii!L:  judire  during  the  time  he 
remained  upon  the  bench.  He  was  selected  as  a  nH-miier  from  this  state  of  a  par- 
tial  and  preliminary  convention  that  met  ;U  Anapoli'^  m  i^eptember,  17S6,  and 
■was  afterv/ards  elected  by  the  citizens  of  New-York  a  member  of  the  state  con- 
vention in  17S8,  which  ratified  the  prf  sei.i  ccnsuiution  of  the  United  States. 
Yv^hen  he  retired  from  the  Supreme  Court  lu  I'l'"",  l>e  ^v;ls  chosen  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  tills  state  a  senator  in  C'on^r.  ss.  l  !;<  f.  i^';;  !,  tin:  Lite  Hon.  E2:bert  Ben- 
son, caused  a  plain  marble  slab  tu  be  aiU.vi;1  m.  liit.  wall  of  the-  cluimber  of  the 
supreme  court  in  the  City-Hall  of  liu:  c:*}'  <•  f  r>>"'-w-Y'.'rk,  to  the  memory  of 
Judge  Ilobart,  with  the  following  in>crip'.i' \ip'->!i  .r,  \v!:ich,  th.-ugh  bordering 
on  that  quaint  and  sententious  style  ?o  p:-('ui;ar  \<i  Juilne  P>en?on,  contains  a 
just  and  higii  eulogy  on  the  disLingui--licd  virtues  of  ilie  deceased: 

"John  Sloss  Hobart,  was  born  at  Fairil;  LI,  Connecticut.  ITis  fath- 
er, a  minister  of  that  place.  He  was  :i]-.jioiijt!_d  a  Judci^  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  in  3777,  and  left  u  in  17L"^,  having  attained  sLsty 
years  of  age.  The  same  year  he  was  :\]'puintcd  a  Judge  of  tlie 
United  States  District  Court  for  New-York,  ar.d  held  it  till  his  death 
in  1805.  As  a  7/W/i,  firm — as  a  c'::'  n,  7.' nl-os — as  a  Jwli^-.  di.s- 
tinguishing — as  a  Christian,  sincer-  .  YiL;s  tubh.t  i^  rrrctcd  to  his 
memory  by  one^to  whom,  as  a  fnoru' — 0. -  -c  a-s  a  brotlx  r."' 

Bf.nja.mix  Youngs  Prime.  This  emuient  i)hysi:ian  was  thr  son  of  the  Rev, 
Ebenezer  Prime,  minister  of  Huntlngt-r.n,  whi  ii'j!''  wns  b.-irii  ab.ii;!  the  vtarH-lG, 
He  rec-^ived  his  classical  education  at  Pi  I:;  -' ''".!  <"  iLi-  wlicro,  after  iiraduatmi^ 
he  rrmained  awhile  as  tutor,  and  aficrv.  ar:;  < .n,  ;:':'.d  ilie  st;;ijy  of  jn  diciiie 
with  Doctor  Jacob  Ogdcn,  who  wa'^.,  for  \\:  :\i\y  \  •\'y  \  -ars,  a  res;x'eta!>ln  jjhysi- 
ciau  at  Jamaica,  and  v/ho  j.ublisi.c J  an  im...  ;  .  .  ^    ;uid  valaablc 

tr<:ati.>c  njjon 

scarlet  fever,  adisease  at  that  li^U';  L.'.iL:  kn.i-.v!i  ;:i  :L.s  c>'un'i}  .  ^\uer  comple- 
ting his  course  of  studies,  Dr.  Prn  sr.'hd  f-r  K-.n^;"  ,  rv.d  v.lijL'  iL.pre  attended 
some  of  the  more  celebrated  mvdicd  .-.'L'xm,  L,v';i.:.in,  EiuiiMu-L-li,  and  Paris  • 
after  which  he  made  an  excursiou  tt^  iL'/  ■■;t}'  >  /  .'sL  .  H<'  \v\.s  honored  with 
a  degree  at  mosi  of  the  iristituti' wh;:i\  ];•  ai.ij  v.ns  Uiurh  noticed  and 

re.«;pecttd  for  his  amiable  manners  and  o'r:  ■•(;;!;  ry  .''.l;; i imu  lUs.  Returning'-  to 
America,  he  coninu-'nrcd  jiraeticc  in  the  city  <d"  New-^'.ir'c,  where  he  ob  ained 
much  disiinction  ;  and  on  thr  city  bt-iiig  -  rKri-d  by  the  Priti  di  troops  in  Scptem- 
tember,  177o,  he  was  rompcil' d  t^'  tt.'i  ■';  i:;',  b  >s  and  prospects;  for,  bein"- 
a  staunoh  Whig,  and  a.-cu;>;oi!i' d  v,  hish  t!ie  cm  my  "'Vith  the  satire  of  his  pen,  to 
remain  among  tlu-m  at  sucli  a  time  mi;,:ijt  cxpnsc  inm  v>  inconvenience  and  dan- 
ger.   About  tins  time  he  contracted  a  matrimonial  alliance  with  tlie  widow  of 
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ihs  Rev.  James  Grea.ton,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons  and  three  daughters;  the 
youngest  of  whom  is  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  S.  Prime  of  Newburgh,  a  scholar  and 
man  of  talents.  Doctor  Prime  continued  to  use  his  pen  and  to  indulge  his  poetic 
vein  in  hunpoons  upon  the  British  ofuccrs  and  soldiers,  and  to  encourage  by 
every  means  the  hopes  and  exertions  of  his  countrymen.  Having  finally  become 
suspected  as  the  author  of  some  severe  publications,  in  v/hich  the  enemy  and 
their  Tory  allies  were  held  up  to  public  scorn  and  rifiicule,  atiempts  were  made  to 
take  him  prisoner;  but  being  acquainted  with  their  designs,  he  took  refuge 
with  his  family  in  Connecticut,  where  he  remained  till  the  restoration  of  peace. 
He  next  settled  as  a  physician  in  his  native  place,  where  he  liad  constant  employ- 
ment, extending  his  practice  to  a  considerable  distance  in  all  directions,  till  the 
close  of  his  valuable  life  on  the  31st  of  October,  1701.  lie  was  a  man  of  great 
natural  abilities,  possessed  much  genius  for  poetry  ;  and  his  learning,  both  pro- 
fessional and  miscelUiucous,  v/as  various  and  extensive.  He  died  in  the  vigor  of 
life  and  in  the  mid.st  of  usetV.lncss,  imivcrsally  respected  and  lamented.  His 
widow  survived  him  for  a  period  of  nearly  fifty  years. 

TO^VX  or  OYSTER-BAY. 

This  town  embraces  a  larger  extent  of  territory  than  any 
other  in  the  county  of  Qiioens  ;  and  is  bounded  north  by  the 
Sound,  east  by  Saflblk  County,  south  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
and  west  by  the  tow^ns  of  Hempstead  and  North  Hempstead, 
together  with  Lloyd's  Xcck  lying  opposite  the  town  of  Hun- 
tington. The  name  is,  doubtless,  derived  from  the  beautiful 
bay  on  its  northern  border,  which  anciently  is  said  to  have 
abounded  in  oysters  of  tlie  finest  quality.  In  the  spring  of 
16-10  an  attempt  was  made  to  form  a  settlement  npon  the  pre- 
sent site  of  the  village  of  Oystor-IJay  by  Captain  Edward  Tom- 
lyns,  his  brother  Timothy  Tomlyns,  and  a  few  other  persons 
from  the  town  of  Lynn, without  having  obtained  permission  from 
the  Dutch  or  consent  of  the  agent  of  the  Earl  of  Stirling,  who 
at  that  time  resided  in  I^oston.  They  met  with  such  opposition 
from  the  Dutch,  who  remoiistr.ited  .'iirainst  their  proceedings,  that 
they  abandoned  tlie  place  and  returned  again  to  Massachusetts. 
James  Farret,  the  authorized  agent  of  the  Eaii,  was  so  much 
displeased  with  the  conduct  of  these  adventurers,  that  he  forth- 
with drew  up  a  formal  jirotost  against  them,  which  .s  thus 
recorded  in  Winthrop's  History  of  Massachusetts  : 

"Know  all  men  hy  ili-M-  j/f  st-nrs,  that  whereas  Edward  Tomlyns  and  Timo- 
thy Tomlyns,  togotutr  with  one  Housard  Knowles  and  others,  have  lately 
entered  and  taken  pobs^ssion  of  bOrae  part  of  the  Long  Island  in  New-England, 
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which  was  formerly  granted  by  Letters  P.itent  of  our  Sovereign  Lord,  King 
Charles,  to  the  Right  Hon.  William  Eavl  of  Stirling  and  his  heirs:  1,  James 
Farret,  by  virtue  of  a  commission  under  the  h;<nd  and  seal  of  the  said  Earl  to  me 
madi  for  the  disposing  and  ordering  of  the  said  Island,  do  hereby  j)rotest  and 
iiuimate,  as  well  to  the  said  Edward  Tonilyns  an(l  others,  the  said  intruders,  as 
to  al!  others  whom  it  may  concern,  that  neither  they,  nor  any  of  tiiem,  nor  any 
other  person  or  persons,  (not  chiimic.g  by  <»i-  fi'oia  th-;  s;ud  Earl,)  ii.ive  or  shall 
have,  or  enjoy  any  lawful  right,  title,  or  possession  of,  in,  or  to  the  said  inland,  or 
any  part  thereof;  but  that  tiie  said  Earl,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  may  and  will  at  all 
times,  when  they  please,  implead  or  eject,  eitlier  by  couise  of  law  or  lawful  force, 
if  nesd  be,  all  ths  said  intruders,  their  servants,  teiiants,  or  assigns  j  and  may  and 
will  recover  against  them  and  every  of  them,  all  dun.i^'es  and  costs  in  this  behalf 
sustained,  or  any  color  of  title,  or  pretence  of  riglu,  l  y  grant  from  the  governor 
of  New  England,  or  any  other  notv/iihstandin:^  In  tostin-iony  wb.ertof  1  have 
made  and  published  this  protest  and  iniunaii'.n  o./fon.  J'  'ui  M'inthrop,  one  of  the 
magistrates  and  council  of  the  IMassachubcrt.s,  m  New  En:;land  aforesaid,  and 
hc;vc  desired  that  the  same  be  recorded  there,  und  in  0:11' r  jurisdictions  in  these 
parts,  and  have  pubiislicd  and  showed  tlie  sauu-  tu  the  said  Edward  Tondyns  in 
presence  of  the  witnesses.  Dated  at  Boston,  t!;^ -J-Mii  cf  7th  nni.'.th,  An.  Doin. 
16-li,  in  aiuio  Regis  Domini  Nostri  CaroU  Anglia',  dctiuio  .septimo. 

Jamk.)  F  vRRrT." 

In  the  history  of  Lynn,  it  is  mentionetl  (hat  the  said  Edward 
and  Timothy  Tomlyns  were  ineu  of  disiinctiju  in  the  early 
settlement  of  Massachusetts,  wiio,  as  well  as  Daniel  Howe,  were 
frequently  chosen  representatives  to  the  general  court  between 
the  years  163-1  and  1G40.  In  lG4'i  some  ol'the  Enirnsh  again 
advanced  as  far  as  OysterJJay,  within  the  tract  wliich  had  been 
previonsly  purchased  from  the  Indians  by  Cajnain  Howe,  and 
were  acrain  repulsed  by  Governor  IvieU,  and  some  of  the  per- 
sons taken  and  imprisoned  in  New-Yor!:.  Tiie  line  of  separa- 
tion betwecii  the  respective  territories  oftlio  two  pov;ers  was  a 
constant  source  of  difficulty,  and  the  public  haruiony  was  dis- 
turbed by  mutual  complaints  of  encroachniints  botli  un  Long 
Island  and  the  I\Iain;  and  it  was  at  leiiixth  allenipted  to  put  an 
end  to  the  controversy  by  delimtely  seLiliug  the  boundaries  of 
the  respective  territory. 

On  the  19th  of , May,  lol3,  tlie  colonies  of  Plynioutl),  Massa- 
chusetts, llarifcrd,  and  New-Haven,  united  lor  tiieir  mutual 
security  and  the  protection  of  tiie  settlements  connected  with 
tlicni;  and  the  public  affairs  v/erc  transacted  by  tvv'o  commis- 
sioners iVom  each,  by  whem  all  controversies  between  the  Eng- 
lish and  Dtitch  were  from  that  period  uianaged  on  the  part  of 
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the  English.  A  treaty  for  the  adjustment  of  differences  and 
the  establishment  of  boundaries  between  the  two  powers,  was 
negotiated  by  Simon  Bradstreet  and  Thomas  Prince  on  the 
part  of  the  commissioners  ;  and  by  Thomas  Willet  and  George 
Baxter  on  the  part  of  the  Dutch,  at  Hartford,  the  19th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1650.  By  that  treaty,  as  has  been  seen,  it  was  agreed 
that  a  line  run  from  the  westernmost  part  of  Oyster-Bay,  and 
so  a  straight  and  direct  line  to  the  soa,  should  be  the  bounds 
betwixt  the  English  and  Dutch  ;  tiie  easterly  part  to  belong 
to  the  English,  and  the  westernmost  to  the  Dutch.  When  this 
town  came  to  be  settled  by  the  English,  a  dispute  arose  between 
them  and  the  Dutch  governor,  respecting  the  western  limits  of 
the  bay,  and  this,  with  the  delay  of  the  States-General  to  ratify 
the  treaty,  furnished  the  Dutcii  governor  v/ith  a  pretext  for  not 
fulfilling  it. 

The  first  permanent  settlement  in  this  town  was  upon  or 
near  the  site  of  the  village  of  Oyster-Bay,  in  the  year  1653 ; 
and  the  Indian  deed  for  the  first  purchase  was  given  by  the 
IMatinecock  Sachein,  as  Ibilovv-s  : 

"Anno  Domini,  1053— Tliis  writing  witiiesscth  that  I,  Assiapum,  alias  Mo- 
heness,  have  sold  unto  Pfter  Wii.;-hi,  Samuel  Mayo,  and  William  Leveridge, 
their  heyres,  exets,  adniini-'^f,  and  assi;;ns,  all  the  land  lying  and  scituate  upon 
Oyster-Bay,  and  boui.d-.d  hy  Oyster-Bay  River  to  the  east  side,  and  PapcqiL- 
tunck  on  the  west  side,  v/ith  u!l  ye  woods,  rivers,  marshes,  uplands,  ponds,  and 
all  other  the  appcrtainances  lying  bttwecn  ye  bounds  afore-named,  with  all  the 
islands  to  the  seaward,  excepting  on*-  ichmd,  commonly  called  Hogg-Island,  and 
bounded  near  southerly  by  a  po>:;t  ol  inrs  called  Cantiaque  ;  in  consideration  of 
which  bargain  and  sale  he  is  to  n/ceue  as  full  saiisiaction,  six  Indian  coats,  six 
kettles,  six  fathom  of  wampum,  six  hoes,  six  hatchets,  three  pair  of  stockings, 
thirty  awl-blades  or  muxe?;,  twenty  knives,  three  shirts,  and  as  much  Pcague  as 
will  amount  to  four  pounds  sterling,  in  witness  whereof  he  hath  set  his  mark, 
in  the  presence  of  liis 
-  William  Washborne.  Anthony   ^  Assiapum  or  Moheness,  /^lark." 

W^right,  Robert  ^^  illuuns.  >  V 

Upon  the  above  instrument  is  an  endorsement,  as  follows  : 

The  wlthin-nanied  Peter  Vv^riglii  and, "William  Leveridge,  do  accept  of,  a^; 
joynt  purchasers  with  ourselves,  \Villiam  Washborne,  Thomas  Armitajre,  Dan- 
iel Whitehead,  Anthony  Wright,  Robert  Williams,  John  Washborne,  and 
Richird  liu'.Jbrool:,  to  tiic  lik-j  ngiit  as  v/g  have  ourselves  in  ye  land  purchas>;d 
cf  A?s.a;Hirn,  and  partic  ilariy  m  -ntioncd  in  ye  writing  made  and  subscribed  bv 
himself,  with  the  consent  ofoihcr  Indians  respectively  interested,  and  in  ye  names 
of  such  as  w-ere  absent,  acted  by  him  and  them.     As  witness  our  hands.  Pe'xr 
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In  Hazard's  collection  of  state  papers,  it  is  mentioned  that  the 
vessel  which  brought  ^Ir.  Leveridge  here  belonged  to  Captain 
Thomas  Willetj  Samuel  Mayo,  William  Paddy,  and  John 
Barnes  of  Barnstable  ;  and  as  war  then  prevailed  between  the 
English  and  Dutch  in  Europe,  she  was  taken  while  within  the 
Dutch  limits,  having  gone  to  Hempstead-IIarbor,  and  landed 
their  cattle  and  goods,  because  there  w^as  no  house  erected  at 
Oyster-Bay  in  which  they  could  be  received.  The  capture 
was  made  by  Thomas  Baxter  of  Rhode  Island,  who  was  cruis- 
ing against  the  Dutch  commerce,  under  authority  of  P^hode 
Island,  and  took  sides  with  the  mother  country  ;  upon  which 
the  commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies  v/ere  obliged  to  inter- 
fere, to  procure  a  restoration  of  the  vessel. 

One  of  the  most  ancient  records  of  the  town  is  a  grant  of 
land  to  Henry  Tov^^nsendj  dated  the  HiiYi  of  September,  1661, 
with  permission  to  build  a  mill  at  Mill-lxiver  upon  the  west  end 
of  the  town  ;  meaning,  probably,  the  west  side  of  the  settlement 
as  then  existing  ;  which  is  probably  the  oame  as  has  been  owned 
by  the  Townsend  family  ever  since. 

It  would  seem  that  much  trouble  wns  experienced  by  the  first 
settlers,  in  consequence  of  the  conlliciinri  chums  of  the  English 
and  Dutch  to  this  part  of  the  town  ;  and  ia  June,  1G5G,  the 
commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  answer  to  a  commu- 
nication fl'om  the  Dutch  crovernor,  re])roveih  him  fjr  still  con- 
tinning  to  claim  Oyster-Bay,  contrary  to  the  treaty  made  at 
Hartford.  These  disputes  involved  tho  inliauilants  in  much  per- 
plexity, for,  in  order  to  avoid  giving oiri  n(X:  to  cither  power,  they 
were  under  the  necessity  of  observini}'  a  sort  of  neutrality  be- 
tw^een  the  contending  pvTrties  ;  and  un  the  K^th  of  Dec.  1660, 
the  town  meeting  resolved  that  no  p«*r-on  should  intermeddle, 
to  put  the  town  eitlier  niider  the  Dutcii  or  Eiiuli.sl),  until  the 
ditlerence  between  them  ix;  endtd,  und<3r  trie  pu-nalty  of  fifty 
pounds  sterling.  In  1659  the  directors  of  the  ^Vest  India  Com- 
pany ordered  the  Dutch  governor  to  erect  a  fort,  or  to  build  a 
block-house,  on  their  j-^iXst-Bay,  in  order  njore  effectually  to  re- 
sist the  encroachments  of  the  ihiglish.  Al'hough  the  treaty  of 
Hartford  was  ratitied  by  tlie  States-General  on  the  22d  of  Feb- 
riiary,  1656,  the  Dutch  governor  was  reluctant  to  give  up  hi? 
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claim  of  jarisdiction  over  this  town,  or  a  part  of  it.  Bnt  on  the 
Sth  of  January,  16G2.  the  people  ofllje  town  took  a  more  decided 
stand,  avowin;^  their  aUegianco  to  the  king  of  England,  and  re- 
solved to  defend  any  who  should  be  molested  for  exercising  au- 
thority among  them,  at  their  joint  expense  ;  and  it  is  presumed 
that  the  town,  about  this  period,  united  with  other  English 
towns  upon  the  island  in  putting  themselves  under  Connecti- 
cut. The  exact  boundaries  between  this  town  and  Hunting- 
ton were  a  subject  of  dispute,  which  occasioned  the  following 
letter,  dated  the  5th  of  July,- 1669  : 

"  Friends  and  neighbors  of  the  town  of  Huntington.  We  once  more  desire 
you  ill  a  ioving,  friendly  way,  to  forbear  mowing  our  neclc  of  meadow,  which  you 
have  prcsumpciously  rnowcd  these  several  years  ;  and  if,  after  so  many  frkndly 
warniup:^.  you  will  not  forbear,  you  will  force  u>.  friends  and  7:(^ig/il/ors,  to  seek 
our  remedy  in  law,  not  else;  but  resting  youv  Jricnds  and'ndghbors.  By  me,  in 
behalf  of  the  town  of  Oyster-Bay.  M  atuias  Hakvey,  Town  Clerk." 

On  the  29th  of  Sept..  1677,  a  patent  of  confirmation  for  the 
lands  already  purchased  from  tlic  natives  was  obtained  of  Go- 
vernor Andross,  in  which  the  boundaries  are  thus  described  : 

*'  Beginning  on  the  east,  at  the  head  of  Cold-Spring  Harbor,  and  running  a 
southward  course  across  the  Island  to  a  certain  river  culled  by  tlie  Indians  War- 
raskeiuck;  then  along  the  sea-coast  westerly  to  another  ceitain  river  called  Ar- 
rasquaung;  then  northerly  to  the  easternnDst  extent  of  the  Great  Plains,  where 
the  line  divides  Heaipstead  and  Robert  ilhains' bounds  ;  from  thence  wester- 
ly along  the  middle  of  said  plains  til!  it  boars  soutii  from  the  said  Robert  Wil- 
liams' marked  tree,  at  the  point  of  trees  caU  -.J  Cantiaque^  then  on  a  north  line, 
somewhat  westerly,  to  the  head  of  Hem). stead  Harbor  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Sound  ;  and  fron-v  thence  easterly  along  the  ^^ound  to  the  afore-mentioned  north 
and  south  line,  which  runs  acrn  s  ivUuid  by  the  Cold-Spring  aforesaid;  to 
Henry  Townsand,  sen.,  Nicln  :.is  Vv'nght,  Gideon  AVright,  Richard  Harrison, 
Joseph  Carpenter,  and  Josia  .  Laiiing,  for  themselves,  their  nssociates,  the  IVeaC- 
holders  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  town,  their  heyres,  successors,  and  assigns, 
for  ever." 

On  the  26th  of  :^h'iy,  1GG3.,  the  Iiulians  sold  a  part  of  Ma- 
tinecock  to  Cnpt.  John  rneleihill,  John  Frost,  and  William 
Frost ;  another  part  on  the  20th  of  April,  1069,  to  Richard  Lat- 
ting  ;  another  part  on  the  1st  oi'  Doc.  1GS3,  to  Thomas  Town- 
send  :  and  upon  tlie  Oiii  of  Jainiary,  1GS5,  the  chiefs,  namely, 
SucDienicii  alias  Riiiuisiir}:^  Ciju^iih.NL^tii  alias  Quarojyin^  Sa- 
mosc  (son  of  Taclcdpanska),  bomg  empowered  by  the  rest  of 
the  Indians,  conveyed  the  residue  of  Matinecock,  together  wilh 
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some  other  lands,  for  the  price  of  sixty  pounds  of  ci/rrenf  mer- 
chantable pal/,  to  James  Cock,  Jostph  D.  :kerson,  Robert 
Townsend,  Samuel  Dickerson,  Stephen  Birdsall.  James  Town- 
send,  Daniel  Weeks,  Isaac  Doughty,  John  ^Vood,  Edmund 
Wright,  Caleb  Wright,  John  Wriglit,  AV'iiham  Frost,  and  John 
Newman  ;  and  thereupon  the  said  grantees  agreed  to  accept, 
as  joint  purchasers  with  them,  the  IbUowing-named  persons, 
being  then  the  acknowledged  inhabitants  and  freeholders  of  the 
town,  comprising  the  most  complete  list  of  names  at  that  time, 
which  the  records  present : 


John  Townsend,  Sen. 
Daniel  Towuseud, 
John  Dewsbury, 
William  Crookcr, 
John  Aj\p'eg:tte, 
Thoaias  Youngs, 
John  R-Oi^ers, 
Hannah  ffonnan;  for  her 

son  Moses. 
John  Robbins, 
Thomas  To^vnsend, 
Samuel  Biitbal!, 
Josias  Carpenter, 
S  a  rn  [)  5  0  n  11  a  u  X  h  a  r  s  t . 
Adam  Wri:::it, 
Tlmmas  Weeks, 
X at. ban  J»irdsal!, 
Malhew  Prior, 


John  Pratt, 
Thomas  Willets. 
?  W.ck.,  ■ 

JOjv-jJil  \\  v'.'ks, 

P.'ier  Wfi;;iif, 

George  1  iiin^, 

Richard  Harcutt, 

Daniel  Col,js,  jun. 

John  Cock, 

John  W.-.  ks, 

Henry  Fr;MilvIin, 

John  Townsf. lid,  sen.  of 
Lusum, 

Henry  Bf  il, 

Rioh  .rd  AVilI.  tt, 

l\k'rir,m  J  fark'  r, 

John  WilUaiiis,  of  Lu- 
sum. 


Hope  Williams,  of  Lu- 
sum. 
J^awrence  Mott, 
Wiliiam  Buckler, 
Josi  iS  Latring, 
Thomas  Cock, 
Vv^'illiiim  Han X hurst, 
K'h-ibvth  Dickson, 
James  Blevtn, 
I) -inicl  Whitehead, 
Samuel  Tiller, 
Robert  Coles, 
liiohard  Kirby, 
William  Thorncraft, 
I'tob  rt  G.'">ur/-.''y, 
l\i-nia;:n  Carpenter, 
Juicp'i  b^L.tion. 


A  separate  patent  was  obtained  from  tlie  rovernor  for  the 
purchase  of  3Iusquito-Cove,  cntemporaiieously  witli  tbat  for 
the  other  part  of  the  town,  aijd  p  irports  to  he  lor  seventeen 
hundred  acres,  the  quit-rent  for  which  wns  tixcd  at  one  bushel  of 
2;ood  winter  wheat  annunllv.  Tii'."  rcri'rds  of  tlic  town  durino- 
the  last  years  of  the  17th  century,  aro  hiU  d  with  numerous 
conveyances  for  land  iVom  the  nativos,  but.h  to  tfie  town  and  to 
individuals,  divisions  and  allolmetils  ainoiiL^  tiie  [proprietors  of 
the  town,  v/il!?,  and  contracts  of  dii!»  rcnl  descriptions.  "At  ii 
town  nieetin^^  ht'ld  Marcli  21,  1  llichard  llarcut  and  John. 
'l'ovvn>end  were  d-^tiiued  to  i,'o  to  Jamaica  to  apjjoint  two  men 
from  the  county  to  be  at  York  on  the  tenth  of  April  next,  to 
coiisult  of  the  affairs  of  the  country.''    On  the  19th  of  Feb. 
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1693j  the  town  met  to  consider  the  late  act  of  assembly  for  set- 
tling two  ministers  in  the  county,  and  decided  that  it  was 
against  their  judgment,  atid  reported  to  the  governor  that  they 
could  do  nothing  about  it.  In  1693  a  purchase  was  made  from 
the  Masapequa  Indians  for  a  tract  at  Fort  Neck  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Island,  by  Thomas  Townsend,  for  fifteen  pounds 
current  silver  moncij,  which,  on  the  29th  of  June,  1695,  lie  gave 
to  his  son-in-law  Thomas  Jones  and  daus^hter  Freelove. 

By  the  act  of  1691  Horse  Neck,  (now  Lloyd's  Neck.)  which 
had  heretofore  been  an  independent  plantation,  and  the  only 
manorial  estate  in  the  county,  was  annexed  to  the  town  of 
Oyster-Bay. 

LJovd'!^  A'fTC'l',  cal!t;d  bv  the  Indians  Caumsett,  contains  about  three  thousand 
acres  of  land,  pro^f^:tin^'  in'o  tho  Sound  between  Cold-Spring  and  Huntington 
Harbor.  Tiie  soil  is  of  an  ■■  v.-.. lu'iiL  quality,  one  lialf  of  which  is  appropriated 
to  cultivationj  and  tiie  oi!i'-t  u>  th'*  j^rowing  of  timber.  It  was  erected  into  a  K^a- 
nor  called  Queen's  Vilin  j--  iu  during  the  administration  of  Governor  Don- 

gan  ;  and  an  application  f>r  a  renewal  of  the  like  privileges  was  made  by  the 
owners  to  the  legi^huure  ih^  ■27'di  March,  179J,  which  was  refused.  The  Brit- 
ish troops  took  poss-'bsi.in  of  it  durin::  the  revolution,  erected  a  fort,  and  commit- 
ted depredations  to  a  2;r(?at  i-xtoni ;  having,  during  the  course  of  the  war,  cut  down 
and  disp;i;  :d  of  b;  iwt;en  fii;y  and  a  hundred  thousand  cords  of  wood.  The  re- 
production was  so  rapid,  i':!  '.t  f  >r  the  lajl  fifty  years  more  than  a  thousand  cords 
have  been  annually  s.>I  .|.  In  nendctit  of  its  fine  soil  and  many  local  advanta- 
ges, there  is  an  incxh.uistii..!'  ni -lio  of  fine  white  clay,  suitable^for  potf^ry,  and  a 
bed  of  yellow  ochre,  of  ur.ki;  v.vn  i  xtrsit,  which  may  be  employed  as  a  sjibstitute 
for  paint.  Tho  [lurcinse  of  ■■.h  s  Xt-ok  was  made  the  20th  Sept.  1651,  from  Ra- 
tiocan  Sagamore  of  Cu v.--!  t  i :  .i  by  Samuel  Mayo,  Daniel  Whitehead,  and 
Peter  Wright,  thro  ■  ofii  fn-'  ■  ;!  n  of  <  Jyster-lViv,  for  the  price  of  three  coats, 
three  shirts,  two  cu'tn  ii  \^ :s,  tliice  hoes,  two  fothom  of  wampum,  six 

knives,  two  pair  of  jt  "'ivi::-  '  "ii  i .'.  o  pair  of  shu';s.  They  sold  to  Samuel  An- 
drew.-;!,  on  the  Gcli  of  May,  b'  ^v  f'r  £bt;>,  iuid  sale  was  confirmed  by  Wmn- 
danch,  the  Long  Islaii  i  SLi  h  op.  the  Uth  of  the  same  month.  On  the 
dea'hof  Andrews,  tiio  Nc^^k  v.;-  i.iii\.'yed  to  Jo!in  F.i./hbiil  the  oihof  Se::'t.  IG'JO, 
who,  on  the  l^ih  of  <!)■■:.  l'>  i'l.  >^  'M  u  to  .\a' 'aanlcl  Sylvt.\stcr,  Tlioma.s  Hart,  and 
Latimer  Saaipson,  f  -r  £  Sy'v  ;<;.t  rrlc.'SMi  to  hi.s  co-tetiants.  Oct.  17,  ir»'>-^, 
a  patent  having  been  oluauu'ti  fi-ai  Govcviior  NicoUs  on  the  iiOtli  Nov.  1GG7. 
The  executors  of  Hail  sold  h;.  moi^  iy  to  James  Lloyd  ol  Bostoii  for  £'200,  Oct. 
17th.  167:1,  he  having  inarri'.  i  (  Syiva.'ster,  wiio  had  become  entitled  by  devise 

froai  S  uap.soa  to  liis  i>  )r'.ioii  r,-  th  -  Xt-ok.  Air.  Lloyd  now  became  proprietor  of 
the  wli  i'  - ''-'.a"^.  H  • f.  >  '  ■•  1<>,  I'ii'i;,  having  devis<xl  the  property  to  his 
chvldi'L-u  nn  "i"  \vi.  Ml,  lb  i.ry  Lioyd,  came  here  to  reside  in  1711.  Having  ac- 
quiifd  til'-  i;r-'  ri  •- la-i  co  ir.iants,  he  became  in  lime  the  sole  owner  of  the 
Neck,  wai'^iy,  in  C'-us  .pr mcj  ut  ()tang  included  in  the  general  boundaries  of  Hun- 
tington purchase,  was  claime-l  by  that  town.    On  appeal  to  the  _court  of  assise, 
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the  claim  of  the  town  v/as  disallowed,  and,  to  prevent  a  renewal  of  any  such 
pretfuce  in  future,  Mr.  Lloyd  procured  a  release  from  a  iirr;iitr  [^art,  if  not  from 
all,  the  fr'it^holders  of  the  town  of  Huntington.  Tho  division  line  between  iiim 
and  tho  town  was  definitely  fixed  by  David  Jones  of  Oysier-Bay,  Richard 
V/oodnuU  of  Brookhaven,  and  William  "SVillis  of  Hempstead,  arbitrators  mutu- 
ally chosen  for  the  purpose  in  1731. 

Henry  Lloyd  was  bora  Nov.  28,  lvS3,  and  dit-.J  March  10,  17(j3.  His  wife, 
Rebecca,  M  as  the  daughter  of  John  Nelson  of  Boitoii.  wii  nni  he  married  iN'ov. 
23,  170S,  and  by  whom  he  ho.d  ten  children.  He  devised  tiie  Neck  to  his  four  sur- 
viving sons,  Henry,  John,  Janifs  and  Joseph.  Henry  was  born  Au^.  G,  1709, 
and  having  espoused  the  royal  cause  in  the  rcvt.luuoii,  his  }i.vil  of  the  estate  be- 
came forfeited  by  his  attainder,  and  was  subsequr.niiy  purciia.-cd  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  forfeitures  by  his  brotiier  Joiin.  James  v.'as  born  March  LI.  17'3S, 
and  was  an  eminent  physician  in  Boston,  whi.re  he  dud  m  l^yyj.  liis  son,  the 
Hon.  James  Lloyd,  adisiingaished  senator  iii congress  from  -Massachusetts,  died 
suddenly  while  on  a  visit  to  New-York,  a  few  yMrssiiice,  K  avun,^  to  lil^,  children 
a  spotless  reputation  and  apriucely  foriuiie.  Je..v  ph  was  l  uruiVc.  If),  171(j,  and 
died  at  Hartford  June  •21),  17S0.  John,  the  oth'T  broth-  r,  was  oorn  Peb.  19,  HH, 
and  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  the  Rev,  Bci)ja:..in  V/e.ulM  y  of  i\;.s-Oris  j  and 
liad  children  Henry,  John,  Rebt  -ca,  Abigail  ;i:,d  >  ii  .n.  <  ti  tiuse,  Henry  died,  a 
few  years  since,  unmarried.  Abigail  b  eiuii--  '.iie  wi;";  of  Dv-  J  unes  Cogsv.-cU  of 
New-York,  one  of  the  most  excellent  ne.-n  nf  his  d>\y,  aii-i  gnatiy  distuiguished 
iiot  only  for  his  professional  eminence,  but  for  iiis  nobie  [>h;Iai'! hrujiy  and  pub- 
lic spirit.  Sarah  intermarrit-d  v.-ii;!  the  late  H.i!..  Ja  ia  liiiihnuse,  senator  in 
congress  from  Connecticni.  ennn'^nt  tVir  ii.s  int.-K:.-^  rat ,  aiui  his  entire  devotion 
to  every  measure  calculated  lo  advance  the  pjili'.ii-  li/.cre.st  ul'the  suite  asid  Union. 
James  Hillhouse,  Esq.  of  Ncw-Havc'i,  ^.e;  *  iv.  rably  (i:^;in;ui-hed  for  his  exten- 
five  literary  attainments  an..]  hue  [loeii.ad  -e.ua^,  i.-,  Iw-^  mhi.  The  last-named 
John  Lloyd  was  about  thirty  year?  ted  at  tie  e  'Ia:.:-  la.  iit  of  tlie  revc-lution- 
ary  v.-ar  ;  and  when  tlief-nemy  took  rin-.s,.-'  \,.u  -I'Li  l.-iai,d.  he  was  C'.nij.xjlled 
to  leave  his  large  possessions  to  the  frt-e  [  Uiiio-  i-  ol";h  ■  'A  be.  v.- (  re  ie.tlvu  nced  by 
lioiuleof  law  or  ju.stice,  and  urtai  wr»s  v.y.::y  .ii'!.-d.  He  received  an 
appointment  in  Cue  CLani...;,s;iriAi,  i:.-'  vti  )-  la. ■•;.''.!  .•  ie^i-- duti- (d  v,  hudi  he  dis- 
charged with  a  fidelity  wiiich  met  the  aj';)!>  i;a:n  "f  tia;  ciaraa  r::ier-in-chief, 
On  his  return  to  his  farm  in  17"^3,  hi  Ui.  i  .\r.i  !ia..  daaiihti  r  ot  the  Rtv, 
Ebcn-zer  A\'hite,  of  Danbury,  C.-iiia  eti'-ut.  'J'ia  ■  ('  ■.  lifie  i  Li'-c'u'i^  Coun- 
ty was  tendered  him  by  Goverr.or  Jay,  w  la.  i  !";c-a  'u:s  ;..ve  .if  rf  tin-inent,  he 
declined.  His  death,  v.  hieh  ua.s  >:u-<nly  j'/nxtd  \  \  ;]i.-m.  v.  la)  knew  him. 
took  place  at  the  age  of  forty-severi,  in  the  year  1 7.fJ.  H  as  y.  i.'/j w  sui  vived  till 
1S18. 

His  only  son,  John  Nelson  Lley.i.  a  litl.  paa:;  of  ,!i  r.-spectability  and 
worth,  resides  upon  the  Neck,  bem^-  ■  r  t,;  iv.,..o  laan  o;je-tiii:cl  partof  it  • 
while  another  portion  belongs  to  ri.c  .  :i  oi  his  eh; ascd  sister,  Angelina, 

who  intermarried  with  George  AV.  Si:a  lig.  L  a di-.;ingi!i::li».'d  counsellor  oftiie 
city  of  New-Y^ork. 

The  rc  riains  of  the  fort  cneied  up-.u  th>' we.steni  .-ide  of  the  Neck  near  the 
Sound,  are  still  visible.  An  att.aiij-t  was  ujade  fo  ca.|.:nr''  this  garrison  in  July, 
17S1,  by  a  force  under  the  cjinmand  of  tiio  Bar^n  de  An/ily,  but  which  proved 
unsuccessful,  partly  from  ih')  want  of  cannon,  and  j>art!y  from  mistaking  tlie 
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true  point  of  approach  to  the  fori.  Tiiis  pUice  was  visited  during  the  \v3.r  hy 
Prmce  Vv'ilUam  Fienry,  since  King  William  IV.  of  En:5U\nd.  The  niansiou  of 
Mr.  Lloyd  is  on  the  souili  side  of  the  Neck,  a  bcautifally  romantic  situation,  the 
charms  of  which  are  intended  to  be  portrayed  by  the  late  Governor  Livingtion 
in  his  delightful  poem  entitled  "  Philosophic  Solitude." 

Dos- Oris  is  likewise  an  interesting  place,  situated  on  the 
Sound  a  short  distance  north  of  Glen-Cove.    The  name  is 
alleged  to  be  a  contraction  of  the  words  Dos  Uxoris,  and  in- 
tended to  inipl}r  that  the  property  had  been  derived  to  some  of 
its  former  owners  through  the  female  line.    The  location  is  not 
only  beautiful  and  picturesque,  but  well  calculated  for  business. 
Several  extensive  nulling  establishments  have  long  been  erect- 
ed here,   and  proved  a  source   of  considerable  pecuniary 
emolument.    The  soil  in  the  vicinity  is  of  excellent  quality, 
and  the  facilities  for  improvement  are  rarely  exceeded.  This 
valuable  property  was  originally  obtained  of  the  Matinecock 
Indians  by  Lev/is  Morris,  a  merchant  of  the  island  of  Barbados, 
(uncle  of  Richard  xMorris,  first  proprietor  of  Morrisiana.)  for 
whicli  a  patent  of  confirmation  was  granted  by  Governor 
Dongan  in  1G35.    The  whole,  or  a  great  part  of  it,  was  sub- 
sequently conveyed  by  Morris  to  Daniel  YvHiitehead  of  Jamaica, 
Long  Island;  and  was  devised  by  him  to  his  daughter,  wife  of 
John  Taylor,  whereby  it  descended  to  her  only  daughter, 
Abi^-ail,  who  intermarried  with  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Woolsey, 
minister  of  Southold.    After  his  marrias^e,  Mr.  Woolsey  rem.r/- 
ed  to  Dos-Oris,  where  he  continued  till  his  death.    One  of  his 
dau'^hters  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Gcorc^e  Muirson  of  Seiauket, 
a  distinguished  physician,  caul  celebrated  for  his  successful 
treatment  of  the  small-pox  ;  more  than  two  tliousand  liavifig 
been  inoculated  by  him,  of  vv'hom  only  five  died.    Of  this 
number  was  his  grandson,  George  ^luirson  Woolsey,  Mintii- 
cote  Muirson,  son  of  Dr.  Muirson,  an  amiable  youth  and  ardent 
patriot,  was  mortally  wounded  during  the  attack  upon  Lloyd's 
Neck  in  July,  17S1,  as  'jbovc  mentioned.    Another  daughter 
o(Mt.  AVoolsey  married  the  Rev,  No-  h  Yv'ells  of  Stamford,  a 
theologian  of  much  acutencss,  aud  Ji^^iinguished  for  his  con- 
troversial writings  on  the  subject  of  American  Episcopacy. 
Re  died  in  1776.    A  thud  daughter  was  the  wife  of  Jolm 
Lloyd,  as  above  stated.    Mr.  Woolsey  had  also  two  sons,  Me- 
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lancton  and  Benjamin.  The  former,  better  known  as  Col. 
AVooi.sey,  father  of  the  late  Gen.  Mehmctoii  AVoolscy  of  Cum- 
berland Head,  near  riattsbnrii^h,  and  grandfather  of  Com- 
modore Mehancton  T.  Woolsey  of  the  United  States  navy. 
General  Woolsey  was  cjeated  a  field-oOicer  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two,  and  rendered  very  important  services  upon  the 
northern  frontier."  After  the  revolution,  lie  took  up  his  resi- 
dence near  Plattsburgh,  and  died  at  Trenton,  Jane  29th,  1819, 
while  on  a  journey  to  visit  his  son,  then  commanding  at  Sacket's 
Harbor.  One  of  Col.  Woolsey's  daughters  was  the  second  wife 
of  the  Hon.  James  Hillhouse  of  Ncvv-Havci]. 

Banjarnin  Woolsey,  second  son  oftiie  Rev.  Mr.  Vv'<','.Uf y,  grafJuatcd  at  Yale 
College  in  17-14,  and  resided  at  Doi-Oris,  in  ti,t'  coniiiiu-ioii  ot'tlit:'  jx  ace,  till  his 
death  in  1770.  His  estate  Vv-as  solJ  to  XailKUii-.l  t\  i.  >  ;  tlic  odu.  r  portion  having 
bcc-n  conveyed  by  the  exr-crtur^i  of  Col.  V\'.'ul.-  )■  {.,  lUiiiur  in  looO,  came 

also  into  the  possession  ofMr.  C'u'Os,  v;hc  ni  niiid  [ii<-  (i.^^iiiur  of  Mr.  ButltTj 
and  thus  descended  to  the  late  John  R.  Co't  s  an-l  ( i.-".!.  N;.i!ianie!  Coles.  Tlie 
said  Benjamin  Woolsey  nianied  Mi^s  l^Uuics  of  Nr  w  KochcHr,  by  whom  he 
had  two  daughters,  one  of  whom  manit-d  Mtk-,*  s  an  emiuent  mcrciiant 

of  New-York  ;  and  the  otli.  r  the  Rev.  ']'i!ii!;;.liy  !■•',■.  i  ji.t,  af.-i-u  ards  president  of 
Yale  College,  and  one  of  the  most  h;arni  .|       ;i  i.f  ['.o  liisd.-ath  took 

place  January  lllh,  1SI7,  but  his  widow  still  siirvr.'  ;  a!  iwi  advanced  ttge,  in  the 
full  possession  of  her  mcrilal  t'acul'.u.s.  Aiu.r  •  <i  \itl)  of  his  wife,  Mr. 
Woolsey  married  Ann,  duUj;;iM;r  uf  Dr.  Miiii  -  '.i,  k  a  id  married  his  sister,) 
and  by  whom  he  had  several  cliiMir-n.  W  Mi.uu  W.  W^./.-y  ai;d  ..rgc  M. 
Woolsey  of  Xcw- York,  are  sens  c^f  Mr.  \V.-..I':ty.  A  r,.-!;,.  r  of  Ins  daughters 
ru-irricd  Captain  Palmer  of  the  British  army.  a:,d  Miimraied  to  i.eland.  His 
daughter  Edzabeth  nuuried  William  Duiii.ip.  \^<  li  Kimu  n  f  .r  ids  eminence  in 
the  fine  arts,  arid  as  tlfc  ai'.thor  of  many  Vuiua'/:--  j  u'.  ^il- t!;.jj,-. 

Oi/ster-Bay  Vilhtizc,  inclndmcr  the  Cove,  (so  called.)  con- 
tains aboutsixty  dwelhngs,  and  tin-ue  hn?!ilr./d  and  itfty  inhabit- 
ants. From  its  position,  froiitiiiL^  on  Tiiti  ii.iy  cuid  .'^ound,  itmay, 
be  considered  one  of  tiic  most  de>iiaL!e  j  l.c.-os  of  residence  iu 
tin's  part  of  the  ishnid,  and  some  uctiii'-u^.u  uf  wealth  and  taste 
have  made  choice  of  it  acct>rdiijiily.  The  view  from  niany 
points  is  charmingly  picturesijiie.  pr^'^ommg,  m  connnon  witha 
few  otlier  locations  in  this  quan^  r  of  theeouniry,  a  variegated 
pros])ect  of  land  and  vvat'.T,  of  f)rt'St  .aud  ruhivab-d  helds.  Be- 
tween the  water  of  the  IJ  ty  a.ud  .':V)uikI  is  Muldhj  or  CoUrc 
Island,  formerly  called  JJoi^-Lslaiid,  oiuic  probably  encircled 
by  water,  but  now  connected  wiili  the  maiii  land  of  Matinecock 
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by  a  long  sandy  beach  of  alluvial  formation.  It  contains  about 
six  hundred  acres  of  the  most  valuable  land,  divided  into  three 
farms,  and  highly  iiuproved.  On  the  west  of  the  village  is  the 
country-seat  of  the  Hon.  William  T.  3lcCoun,  vice-chancellor 
of  the  first  circuit,  a  gentleman  of  high  judicial  acquirements 
and  acknowledged  ability  in  his  ofhcial  station.  In  £ront_^of  his  i 
mansion  is  a  jock^ of  considerable  size,  from  which  the  celebra- 
ted George  Fox  addressed  a  large  assemblage  in  1672,  while 
on  a  tour  through  Long  Island.  On  the  high  ground  near  the 
Baptist  churcli,  are  the  remains  of  a  fortification  erected  by 
Col.  Simcoe,  in  the  revolution,  to  prevent  any  hostile  American 
force  from  entering  the  I^ay  ;  and  while  here,  v/as  visited  by 
the  unfortunate  Llajor  Andre  a  short  time  previous  to  his 
arrest  and  execution.  On  the  east  side  of  the  village,  which  is- 
called  the  Cove,  in  a  romantic  shaded  with  trees,  and 

having  a  luxuriant  view  of  tlie  I]ay  and  surrounding  scenery, 
is  the  private  residence  of  Dr.  James  E.  Dekay,  an  individual 
favorably  known  for  his  ainial)!e  character,  and  his  proficiency 
in  science  and  literature.  His '-'A'/.-c/cAei'  of  Ti/r/ce?/"  alone 
have  elevated  him  far  above  the  majority  of  travellers  ;  to  this 
excellent  pertbrmancc  the  readiniif  world  are  deeply  indebted 
for  a  more  correct  delinerition  of  Turkish  character  and  man- 
ners  than  has  before  been  |)ublished. 

The  first  Baptist  church  in  this  viilagc  was  erected  in  172-1, 
and  still  remains,  a  curious  relic  of  that  age.  It  is  about  tu^enty 
feet  square,  with  a  quadrangular  jiointed  roof;  and  no  longer 
used  for  '^lodging-  full:  dlsjioscd  lo  sleep  having  lately 
been  converted  into  a  sta!»le.  Tlie  present  church  was 
built  in  ISOl.  The  first  nfuiistcr  of  tfiis  congregation  vv^as 
the  Bev.  William  Rhodes,  a  ih'.tive  of  Chichester,  England, 
vdio  was  engaged  here  in  170<',  before  th(3  erection  of  the 
church.  His  successor  was  the  ibjv.  llobert  Feeks,  the  son  of 
a  Quaker,  who  v/as  both  pru-b^ut  inliis  behavior  and  of  liberal 
sentiments.  He  continued  to  ])ronch  till  1740,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty-nine.  The  Rev.  'llioinas  Davis,  fro!n  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  settled  here  in  1715,  and,  after  several  years,  returned 
to  his  native  stale.  The  Rev.  Cf  leb  Wright,  a  grandson  ot 
l\lr.  Rhodes,  !iad  accepted  an  invit-ition  to  settle  ;  but  having 
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died  suddenly  after  his  arrival  in  November,  1752,  his  installa- 
tion sermon  was  changed  to  a  funeral  oration.  In  17S9  the 
Rev.  Benjamin  Coles  was  settled,  and  continued  till  witliin  a  few 
years  of  his  death  in  ISll.  The  Rev.  l\hirmaduke  Earle  was 
associated  in  the.  ministry  with  Mr.  Coles  in  lSO(),in  which  year 
the  Oyster-Bay  academy  was  completed,  and  of  which  Mr 
Earle  was  the  superintendent  for  nearly  thirty  years.  He  is 
still  pastor  of  the  church,  and  devotes  a  portion  of  his  time  to 
the  business  of  instruction,  although  far  advanced  in  years. 

Glen-Cove^  formerly  called  Musqidto  Cove,  is  a  considerable 
village,  conveniently  situated  upon  t!ie  east  side  of  Hempstead 
Harbor  near  its  confluence  with  tiie  Sound.  It  has  long  been 
a  place  of  much  activity,  and  has  a  rrood  deal  increased  within 
a  few  years.  There  is  a  stream  passing  ihrougfi  it  sufficient 
for  mills  and  other  machinery.  There  are  fuo good  hoteU, sev- 
eral stores  and  mechanic  shops.  It  possrsses  also  a  small  aca- 
demy, and  an  Episcopal  church  called  St.  Paul's,  erected  in 
1834,  wliich  stands  upon  an  eminence  overlooking  the  neigh- 
boring country  to  a  considerable  extent.  The  Dutch  church  at 
Wolver-Holiow  was  originally  built  in  1732,  and  liaving  stood 
just  one  hundred  years,  was  followed  by  tlie  present  church  in 
1832.  At  Matinecock,  Bi/ckram,  t\dnr-Sr:anip^  W/icaJli/, 
and  ^  Valuer- Hoi  low,  are  a  good  number  of  inhabitants,  mostly 
farmers,  who  possess  abundantly  the  necessaries  and  most  of  the 
luxuries  of  life,  /er/c/io,  anciently  calltd  Lvsuni,  is  a  plea- 
sant village  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  eiijht  miles  east  of 
Queen's  County  court-house.  It  is  a  part  of  (lie  original  pur- 
chase  of  Robert  V/illiams  ni  IG50,  and  fron)  whom  the  title  to 
the  land  has  been  derived.  The  dweilmi:s  are  abi»ut  Ibrty,  and 
the  inhabitants  two  hundred  and  fii'iy.  h  is  $up[;lied  with  pure 
water  issuing  from  the  ba5;e  of  a  hill  near  ihe  village.  The 
Friend's  meeting-house  was  first  erccied  m  if)SO,  at  which  time 
several  Quaker  families  took  up  tlieir  resulencc  liere,  and  soon 
after  on  the  neigliboring  lands  about  slbunj^  so  called  from 
its  situation  west  of  Jericlio.  This  phice  is  memorable  as  being 
the  residence  of  Elias  Hicks,  the  celebrated  Quaker  preacher, 
who  settled  liere  in  1771,  and  died  iti  ISiiO.  Norwich  is  situat- 
ed about  midway  between  the  villages  of  Jericlio  and  Oyster- 


332  HISTORY  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 

Bay,  and  at  the  present  eastern  termination  of  the  turnpike  lead- 
ing to  Flashing.  It  contains  about  twenty-iive  houses,  one  or 
two  stores,  a  fine  liotel,  and  nearly  two  liundred  inhabitants, 
principally  agricalturists.  The  Methodist  church  was  built 
about  four  years  since.  Wesihury  is  a  rich  agricultural  dis- 
trict, between  Jericho  and  the  court-house,  level  and  fertile  ;  a 
majority  of  the  inljabitants  are  Friends,  and  have  two  places  for 
religious  worship ;  the  one  of  ancient  date,  tlie  other  erected  v/ith- 
in  a  few  years,  occasioned  by  the  unhappy  divisions  now  existing 
among  this  respectable  fraternity  of  Christians.  IJicks-ville, 
two  miles  south  of  Jericho,  is  located  upon  the  eastern  part  of 
the  great  plains,  at  the  present  termination  of  the  Long  Island 
railroad.  I'he  car-house,  and  other  necessary  erections  of 
the  company,  a  liotcl,  and  a  few  private  houses,  constitute  the 
village;  tliere  are,  hovrever,  good.^-easons  for  supposing  it  may 
hereafter  become  the  site  of  some  considerable  manufacturing 
establishments,  especially  trom  the  facility  afforded  .  for  expe- 
ditious and  cheap  comn)unication  witfi  the  cities  of  JJrooklyn 
and  New- York.  JletliptiLi-e  is  a  considerable  tiiougli  scattered 
seitlcLient  at  the  east  of  the  great  plains,  where  there  is  a 
Friends'  meetin:{:-house,  and  about  two  hundred  inhabitants, 
•who  are  farmers.  Tiic  soutli  side  of  the  town  has  a  level  sur- 
face, and  a  light  sandy  soil,  covered  by  a  thin  stratum  of  vege- 
table mould.  The  most  inttresting  portioii  of  this  part  of  the 
town  is  that  known  by  the  ii;un(^  of  Fort  Neck,  so  called  on 
account  of  two  old  hidiaii  foris,  tiie  remains  of  which  are  still 
very  conspicuous.  C)ne  ol  these  is  situated  on  the  most  south- 
erly point  of  land  aJj'-^iiiinu-  the  salt  meadow,  and  is  nearly,  if 
not  exactly,  a  squaft\  btMn.T  about  tljiny  yards  ou  each  side. 
Tiie  breast-work  or  pai  ;.p'  t  i.s  of  earth,  and  there  is  a  ditch  or 
moat  on  the  cnuside,  v/h-ch  appears  to  liave  been  about  six  feet 
wide.  The  other  lo:  t  was  on  the  soutiiernmost  point  of  th.e 
salt  meadow  adjoining-  the  bay,  and  consisted  of  palisadoes  set 
in  the  meadow.  Tiu;  lul'  has  worn  away  the  meadow  where 
the  fort  stood,  and  ih''  p!;ice  is  now  a  part  of  ihe  bay,  and  co- 
vered v/ith  water,  hi  tlie  bay  hetween  the  meadow  and  the 
beach  are  two  islands,  called  ySqnaw  Islands  ;  and  theuuitbrni 
-tradition  of  the  Iridians  v.'as,  that  the  forts  were  erected  t)V  their 
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ancestors  a  great  while  an;Oj  for  defence  against  their  enemies  ; 
and  that  upon  their  approach,  tlie  women  and  children  were 
sent  to  these  islands,  whicii  occasioned  tliem  to  be  so  called. 
The  first  and  most  substaniial  dwellmo  ert'Cted  here  by  the 
white  people  was  the  Old  Brie/:  Hoi/se,  said  to  have  been 
built  by  Captain  Thomas  Jonus  in  1*395.  It  was  doubtless 
considered  a  more  than  oidinary  spjciujen  of  architectnre  in 
that  day,  and  finished  in  a  superior  style.  Many  improbable 
fictions  in  relation  to  the  owner  of  the  Uiansion  have  been  pre- 
served, and  more  stranije,  not  to  say  marvellous  legends,  have 
been  cherished  and  circulated  in  re^'ard  to  the  edifice  itself, 
which  isrnorance  and  superstition  have  not  failed  to  magnify, 
and  sutiicicnt  to  fill  the  loiioly  ;tnd  hi'in^htod  traveller  with 
fear  and  anxiety.  A  corre^[.o^dLnt  ot'thc  New- York  Mirror,  a, 
(e^v  years  since,  spcakinix  of  thu  llrirl:  J /';i^sc ,siiys  :  '^Tkis  vene- 
rable edifire  Is  slill  slaiunn:::,  tlioirjii  much  iii/apidatcdj  and 
is  an  object  of  aire  to  ail  tJie  jxoplr  In  thr  nf  ia-JiborlLood.  The 
traveller  cannot  fail  to  he  strurl:  irith  i!s  nrcrcnd  and  crumb- 
ling ruins  as  his  eye  first  falls  npon  it  from  the  turnpike  ; 
and  if  he  has  heard  the  story,  tic  iri/l  crjicriencc  a  ddlly  sen- 
sation^ and  draw  a  hard  breath  irni'e  he  l(nd:s  at  the  circular 
sas/iless  luindoir  in  tlic  2'oble  i  nd.  That  irindoiv  has  been 
left  open  ever  since  tite  old  n!an\s  iltat  It.  J  lis  sons  and  grand- 
sons used  to  try  all  inomif  r  of  nu  ans  in  th'  ir  power  to  close  it 
lip.  They  ])ut  in  str^his .  <uitl  ihnj  l,','irde<l  it  up,  and  they 
hriched  it  2/p,  but  all  trould  tuU  do  ;  soon  as  iiic^lit  came 
their  nor]:  would  be  (Ustroy>  d.  and  sirdiife  siishts  icould  be 
sce}i  and  auf(d.  rnir(  s  Ii'.iird."  Tii;s  eurunis  and  Vfuerable 
Telic  of  bve  gone  ui^es  sii/nd  f  >r  a  pfiiod  u{  more  tlian  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  years,  nnsc;iili<'d,  t-xc-pt  by  the  hand  of  time; 
and  until  1S37,  when  il  v/as  rt'iU'ivt  d  to  n)aI{o  way  for  the  ex- 
tensive improvements  of  1)-ivj<1  S.  J*.;]  ;-s  I'^q.,  near  which  he 
lias  erected  o^ie  of  tlie  most  co-:iy  macriuiicent  mansions 
in  the  state.  The  append.i-i  s  to  \\\\^  ^fcwM  establishment 
are  in  keeping  with  tlio  prmoi]'al  cdi!i!'«\  ajid  do  credit  to  the 
liberality  and  taste  of  ihoir  ojinioiit  proprietor.  Although  there 
is  a  large  proportioii  of  unculiivat'  d  iaiid  ni  the  town,  yet  its 
agriculture  has  long  bocn  respretai;U'.     (^ii  tlie  '21st  of  Dec. 
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1767.  a  society,  formed  in  New- York  for  the  encourao^ement  of 
the  arts,  awarded  a  premium  of  ten  pounds  to  Thomas  Youngs 
of  this  town,  for  having  raised,  the  year  before,  twenty-two 
tliousand  young  apple-trees. 

The  viUage  of  Cold-Spring  is  situated  at  the  head  and  upon 
both  sides  of  Cold-Spring  Harbor,  consequently  it  is  partly  in 
the  town  of  Huntington.  The  Indian  name  of  this  harbor  is 
yVaivcpex.  The  village  collectively  contains  about  seventy 
dwellings,  and  nearly  five  hundred  inliahitants,  including:  those 
employed  in  the  several  factories.  A  large  flouring  mill  was 
erected  here  in  1792,  at  an  expense  of  twelve  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  is  ca]>able  of  manufacturing  into  flour  more 
than  one  thousand  busliels  of  frrain  a-week.  There  are  like- 
wise two  extensive  wool  ion  factories.  The  first  built  in  1S16, 
by  Yvllliam  M.  Hewlett  and  Jolm  H.  Jones,  cost  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  ;  and  tlie  ^ccoiid  in  1S20,  by  ^Yilliam  II.  Jones, 
John  H.  Jones,  and  Walter  i>.  Jones,  at  an  expense  of  twelve 
thousand  five  hundiod  dollars.  Both  are  now  owned  by  the 
three  last-named  gentlenien,  in  which  are  manufactured  daily, 
into  flannels  and  broad-cloths,  more  than  one  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds  of  wool.  Tiiis  place  has  likewise  three  stores, 
a  lumber-yard,  two  v>-harves,  fourteen  coasting  sloops,  and  two 
schooners  ;  besides  two  shi[)?,  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  tons 
each,  belonging  to  the  Cold-S[)ring  Whaling  Company,  incor- 
porated in  lS3ti,  wliiidi  has  thus  far  been  successful.  St.  Tho- 
mas's Episcopal  church  was  erected  here  in  1S36,  and  is  a 
handsome  edifice.  The  situation  is  pleasant  and  the  prospect 
extensive.  The  present  rector  is  the  Rev.  Isaac  Sherwood. 
This  town  has  been  the  recipient  of  two  considerable  legacies  ; 
one  of  three  hundred  pounds  was  given  in  17US  by  David 
Jones,  the  interest  to  be  aiinually  af  ^  'ropriated  for  the  education 
of  poor  children  belonging  to  the  town  ;  and  the  other  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars,  bequ«\'alK-d  by  the  late  Samuel  Jones  in  1830, 
to  t'le  towns  of  Oystcr-I>ay  and  North  Hempstead,  to  be  called 
the  Jones'  Fund  :  tli-'  income  vrhereof  is  directed  by  the  testator 
to  he  applied  exclusively  lor  the  support  of  the  poor  of  the  said 
towns. 

Th>i  fo'iiowin.^:  revoIuiioiMry  ar.ocdotr;  is  too  interesting  to  be  oi>iitff-=  ].    In  17T9 
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M-i]  »r-;^'^ncral  Siliiman  was  appointed  hy  the  Govornnr  and  council  of  Coii- 
r.'^'.rticut,  superintendant  of  the  coast  of  L'airfi'jld.  In  tiic  month  of  May,  Sir 
Henry  Cljiiton  directed  a  small  company  of  vefu^^ees  to  cross  the  Sound  in  a 
w)iale-boat  from  Lloyd-Neck,  and,  if  possible,  to  lake  liini  prisoner.  Cue  of 
thein  was  an  inhabitant  of  xSewtown,  named  Glover,  a  carpcuu-r  wiio  had  pre- 
viously been  in  the  employ  of  the  general,  and  havitr.'-  Ijccn  some  time  al  the 
l>ouse,  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  safest  and  oasirst  modes  of  access  to  it. 
The  crew  consisted  of  J^ine — one  was  lelt  in  the  boat,  aiid  eight  came  to  ilic  liOuse 
about  midnight.  Tlie  family  were  awakened  by  a  vit>!i.!ii  asstiuk  u.pon  the  door. 
Tlie  General  sprang;  from  bed,  raised  a  musket  and  apjirDached  tlie  door.  As 
he  passed  by  the  window,  he  saw  the  men,  and  at  cai'-e  coii!pr»-hc-nded  their  de- 
sign. He  attempted  to  fire,  but  his  lauskt't  odIv  ilus;.,  d.  At  ili;;t  instaiu  the  as- 
sailants broke  through  the  window  and  .stizcd  him,  ex'  lasinir.u  liioi  he  was  th'-  ir 
prisoner,  and  thai  he  must  go  with  thein.  At  liis  rr'pi.-^t.  iht-y  permitted  him  to 
dress,  and  haying  plundered  him  of  a  fusee,  a  jiair  of  j':  lois,  a  sword,  and  a  few 
other  articles  of  small  value,  proceeded  with  cxp- ditf.ii  to  ;hc  shore,  which  they 
reached  about  two  o'clock,  arid  immediately  emh.o  ';i  'i  i"  );-  f /.r.:;  Kiajid.  As  they 
approached  the  shore  of  Lloyd's  Xock,  Ciilui!..-!  Sioi'  t.r  ;!iViiiiudiiig  oKicer, 

who  wa.s  waiting  for  them.,  exclainud,  '■  ll  <ve  \  na  ^'.-t  I  '.ni  '  They  answerv.v!, 
Yes.  "  Have  you  lost  any  nieu  T'  >io.  ■"  Tii;;!  io  w  cl',  }•(■.'<;  Siiiimans  are  not 
■worth  a  man,  nor  your  Wasliingtons."  G;  n<-r.d  Silii. nan's  eldest  son  was  ta- 
ken witli  liitn.  'i'hc  prisoners  were  (>rd.'r<  J  to  tl:  L->;,s!<i-ii"Use,  The  General 
asked  whether  this  v/as  the  manner  they  ^ica'^d  pi:-tM"'is  uf  his  rank.  .  'i'he  ad- 
jutant replied,  "  "\Ve  do  not  considor  you  m  ti;-  ^uwic  as  we  should  a  conti- 
nental General."  How,  then,  said  the  G'  liri  i;  wjli  yi  vi  vjrw  me  when  an  ex- 
change shall  be  proposed  1  "  I  underst;ind  ynu,"  >M'.\  the  otlicer,  and  withdrew. 
Tiiese  questions,  probably,  saved  the  Gf^n'-ral  iV^.m  tii-'  mdiirnity  of  being  confin- 
ed in  a  guard-house.  Soon  after,  he  and  Ids  suii  uvre  cunductcd  in  a  carriage  to 
rsew-York  under  an  escort  of  dragoons,  and  on  his  ;ori\;d  a  larir"^  body  of  peo- 
ple assembled  to  see  him.  A  frii  nd  ivlvis'  d  hi-i  to  v.  ithoraw  to  .-ixoid  insult,  and 
very  kindly  conducted  him  to  good  lo'.'^io^s.  il  t'  \.>-  rei;  ;i!ni'd  for  some  time, 
whc:---  he  was  onif-red  to  Flatbush.  Ai  that  !  no-- i  irT.-  \.  asno  p.ri-^oner  in  tlie 
possession  of  the  Atnerlcans  whotri  thi'  flri! ; - ', -v,  i  u'd  .'.ei-'ja  !i a- th*;  Gm-jral,  and 
after  some  consid^u-ation  it  was  detLiiainLi!  o>  pf.  ■■u."'  .  no.  '1  tie  person  st  iccted 
was  the  Hon.  Tncnias  Jones  of  r.Mt       ■  k,      i^:  !.  a  ju- tiC  <jf  the  su- 

preme court  of  province  of  w-\'oi  k  :  a.iii:  '  '  ;  •  ■  i,  i 'ana  1  Ha.u  h,-y  of  Xaw- 
field,  (now  Bridge;  ort  )  u,:J-iiouk  to  '.u^cviuv'- ;  I      .;.  Uj.  :hc  -kh  of  No- 

vember, 1771),  ab'Hit  tWC(Uy-f  V"  >-I;!ia'^M-.  a.i-.a:.'!        \,;);.;iins  rlaw- 

ley,  Lock  wood,  and  Jones,  and  Lv  •  .:■.:<  .1  ••■  ■  u  a:,  ;  II:  hvp,  set  o  if  from 
Newfield  tiarbor.    They  r;a)ss-'d  the  K  a;,.,i  <  ^      1  ■ arnvd  at  Stoney- 

Brook  near  Smithlown,  and  mar.;h.  d  to  Mr.  :  •  ^'  rt  -  o  v.  h<-reihev  arrived 
on  the  tJtli  ab.jut  nine  o'clotk  in  tn-  cvt  ro.a  •  r.-  w!,  ■  di.--!.anre  fiftv-lwo  miles. 
T)j':^re  w;is  a  ball  in  tiie  hoas^',  and  li:'-  n..:--  i  o:  and  dancin:,'  prevented 
the  approach  of  t!ie  aiiventurers  b- in-  ^ol.  (/a:  1  iav.  Icy  knocked  at  the 
door,  and  p.-rceiving  that  nn:M>  iy  h-' u.l  jaaa!,  f  ad  n.  and  foiip.d  Jud?e  Jories 
stand'ni:  in  ih"-'  »'ntry.  IL-  ii>  r  m/'v  :  i  :ai  ;a-  Ma^  ids  piisoner.  and  immedi- 
ately C"!)  lu'^tt-.!  iiun  otV.  t  .'.  it;!  a  you n.r  ..:'  !■,':'  man  v.-hose  name  was  Hcw- 
I'  lt.  A  guard  of  solditTs  was  ['O-ied  at  a  small  disian'-e  from  their  road.  When 
they  came  near  the  snot,  Jud;:e  Jones  iFrnmed  very  loud,  and  was  forbidden  by 
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Captain  Hawley  to  repeat  the  sound.  He,  however,  did  repeat  it;  but  bcir)g  told 
by  liis  conJuctor  tiial  anutiier  repiiiitiuii  wuuld  bel'uilow  ed  by  t'.ital  consequ»jnces, 
he  desisted.  On  their  way  ihoy  were  obli;^ed  to  lod^e  in  a  forest  tlirough  the 
day.  The  third  night  iliey  reached  their  boat,  having  uikeD  two  prisoners  move, 
crossed  the  Sound,  and  arrived  safe  at  Biaek-Roek  on  tlie  Stli,  except  six  men, 
who  being  in  tlie  rear,  were  overtaken  and  captured  by  the  liglit  liorse.  As  soon 
as  Mrs.  Siilirnan  heard  of  the  Judge's  arrival,  she  sent  him  an  invitation  to 
breakfast,  whicb.  he  accepted.  And  during  several  days  tliat  he  remained  at  her 
house,  she  used  every  means  in  her  power  to  make  iiis  situation  agreeable.  But 
although  fevv-  hidies  could  contribute  more  eirectually  to  such  a  purpose,  the 
Judge  wtis  distant,  reserved,  and  sullen.  From  this  place  he  was  orde'-ed  to 
WiJdle-town.  It  was  a  long  time  before  the  British  wduki  consent  to  an  ex- 
change ;  but  in  ^Jay,  1780.  ihey  agreed  that  if  one  Washburn,  a  refugee  of  a 
notoriously  bad  character,  cou'd  be  UiCluded  in  ihc  exchange  as  a  kind  of  make- 
weight, tiiey  would  release  G."iu-ral  fcilliman  for  Judge  Jones,  and  his  son  for 
jNIr.  Hewlett.  Tlie  vessel  vv'hich  con ve yt d  him  met  another  employed  to  trans- 
port General  Siilirnan  to  Ids  own  liuusc  on  liic  Si.nii!(.].  The  two  gentlemen  hav- 
ing dined  together,  proceed'-d  iunnediate'y  to  their  rt  .-jiective  places  of  destiiialion. 
The  General's  return  was  wclconied  wiih  dmiijn^iraLions  of  joy  by  all  tiie  sur- 
roundliig  country  ;  bat  Judge  Jmies  \v:..s  tiwo  n,;J  lu  furtlier  sutFering,  for,  hav- 
ing taken  a  very  decided  stand  in  favor  of  roj  uhy.  Ins  estate  at  Fort  Neck  was 
forfeited  by  his  attainder,  and  on  the  ai^prvjacii  oi  [leacc  he  departed  for  England^ 
where  he  ended  his  days — an  exil^jfrom  ins  f.ieuds  andcounirymen. 

John  U-VDERHiLt..  On  the  n-rm  ot  ow-i  of  his  descendants  in  this  tov>'n  i& 
the  grave  of  ihis  won' ierful  man,  oC  whose  singular  career  s.)  niucli  is  said  in  the 
histories  of  Mas^achu-seas.  Rho..;  fshuid,  Coiintticut,  and  New-York.  Few  in- 
dividuals were  more  eonsuicuou  i,  or  i\ n.jcred  more  ii.i[.urtanL  services  to  the  colo- 
nists, than  Caj'tain  Ui;<.i"rl)jil.  aiid  c^j  (■..•Ki'.iy  iii  tl.cir  v/ars  and  controversies  with 
the  various  Indian  tribes.  IT*-  nsm.^  1:1.01  oi  tae  must  untiring  energy,  activity, 
and  coura2;e ;  and  such  was  ti;'  ra^i-lity  v  t'  his  u'lovements,  that  his  enemies  were 
generally  taken  by  suipi  ise,  and  eon^- ij.;. n'ly  iJefeated.  He  had  served  as  an  offi- 
ecr  in  the  British  furces  in  tiic  l<uv  CMiutrir-^,  in  Ireland,  and  at  Cadiz.  He  came 
from  Engl.uKl  to  .Massaehusrrts  <■  ,<-,■}  :\\\<:v  ilic  llenitiit  of  that  colotiy,  and  was 
generally  cinploye  l  in  such  exiu  .nii'Mis  a->  re^uir-  d  ex'.raordinai y  courage  and 
energy.  He  had  an  i .ivx'-r'.  uit  e-^  a  u  mi  i  la  t!(^  war  of  the  Pccjuots  in  the  years 
163G  and  7.  After  wliich  he  renv^vci'  <..'<'nn  ciicut,  and  settler]  at  Stamford  ;  and 
w^as  a  delegate  from  tliac  town  tu  t'i  ■  le  re:  ourt  at  New-Haven  in  Iblii,  ami 
was  appointed  an  as-is',anr  ju., t  r-;'-.  Ht;  was  the  personal  and  politieed 
friend  of  Sir  Henry  Yatu:.  wii-v  i,\  twciiiy-six  years,  was  appoii.ted 

governor  of  Massachusetts  in  I'i^M.    ^     :  m.ide,  tlit' bame  year,  com- 

nuurder  of  the  troops  at  Saybre- 1 1"  v. n.^  i. ivjj.^  ,j  with  Cajnain  Mason  in 
the  attack  ujjon  the  Indian  lurl  tit  My^.u-,  win  T''  the  fierce  .spirit  of  that  tribe  was 
broken  down  by  the  lo'^s  (;f  so  r.i.iuy  i.u'U  as  were  tiien  destroyed  ;  even  Sac- 
cacus  was  diicoin-a^'ed  and  ihd  ti.  i\.>:  M(diawks,  and  very  soon  those  I  irlians,  as 
a  tribe,  v.-t  re  cxtin gui-^lit d.  In  h--  was  chosen  governor  of  Exeter  and  Do- 
ver, but  W  is  -n.m  nr  ^TLat  ■  '.y  ^v;;h  the  church,  of  Mddch  he  was  a  member. 
Ho  v,-as  an  (:tj^i'iu.sia-,t  in  reiiL-,"!!,  far  tis  outward  appearances  wore  concerneil, 
but  a  (h-b  uicho'-  wi  pr:ic(i  N'.  ^  , ;.  s'.ra.nge  as  it  rnay  seem,  the  church  did  not  cen- 
sure him  so  much  for  the  iireguhnny  of  his  conduct,  as  for  saying  that  he  dated 
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his  coirvcrsiou  from  tiie  i:rne  <  ■ 

j.  ctm.ti  i'v  could  not  be  suictro.    II. s 
p  sjK-cts,  and  in  every  ihiu-      did  was  r 
lo:5i  lie  was  one  of  tiie  df-^i  uties  or  r  -nie; 
court  of  Ma^sachuseils,  and  was  i:n.>wii 


■/)^  (.chacco  ;  fioir  \vUence  they  con- 
cu-i-  was  ;50inewlKit  eccentric  m  rnuny 
Mil'  10  run  mio  t  xirt  nivs.  So  tarly  as 
n;a!.ivcb.  iVom  Cyiiuii  tu  tlie  gmeral 
I  tii<'  i-uiuarv  aL.L-r.i  ihf  year  1G3-J,  ac- 


cording to  the  accounts  oi"  :;ie  trcasurt.  r  uf  tin-  culuny  at  iluu  tun«; ;  i.y  whicli  it 
aji'.  ears  he  was  paid  a  pr.ii=ioa  of  iliiiiy  {'-(VinJs  a  y«  ar  ft  -  -tiMcs  rent-itn  d  tho 
colony,  probably  in  ilic  vv-uTS  v.iih  ihc  Indians,  for  whiLdi  on  every  account  he 
was  peculiarly  fitted.  lie  was,"  sa.y.s  iLr,''ii:^on,  oamftlic  mosL  forward  of 
the  Boston  enthusiasts/'  Hubbard  says,  that  in  lb;)ti  ii,  n-a>  in  iu;^di  favor  witlx 
the  governor,  or,  as  he  calls  hira  in  iiis  boolc.  /  ,     jjrs/cr  Vajic.  He 

made  a  vovaii;e  to  England  iii  lGo>,  wliore  lie  w,i>  ui'.>  i  r^.:  .;i  d  and  banished  on 
account  of  his  adherence  to  Mr.  Woul wri;j;ia  and  tiu  ^itiaL-liun  ofaktnale.  In- 
deed, the  latter  was  a  crime  of  which  he  was  oiu-n  accus' li,  and  doubtless  not 
witliout  ffood  reason.  Wliile  in  England  ilns  year,  ho  j  ul.i!  >h(d  a  ..'irious  little 
book,  which  he  entitled,  X'.  irs  front  A./ilho/,  or  a  , 
rcrlc  of  Scu'  Knaladd  ;  conttiiiu  :>'^  a  tiiu:  />  /nfi<i/io 
itro  ijcurs  pi'.sf,  icih'i  u  Ji'jiiTe  of  the  Iwh.ih  fort  or  /wi,: 
coin.:i".nder  of  th-i  Wcrrrn  there.  L„.iJ.>i> 
ductlon  has  lately  been  ropublisiied  by  t.i-:  ^li^^o^^•al 
and  IS  in  all  respects  characteristic  of  tlic  ; 
in  lt)3-?,  upon  the  Lord's  day,  Captmn 
with  upon  suspicion  of  incoutinency  wit! 
to  it,  was  publicly  questioned  and  put  und.  •.■  a 
cording  to  his  explanation,  fnr  tfat  tn-  u-.,,.:' 
and  vithal  of  a  jovial  stdrit  and  biiun:Lnr,  if 
ti-o.s  divers  times  fmnid  then  alunevuh  r. 
con  fessed  it  icas  ill,  k cause  it  hod  the  i> ^  ,,.<'ra 
Diaii  irc/s  io  i:rea>  trm  K.e  rf  umid  n  .^.r,.  f, 
her,  to  com  for  I  her;  .'nd  Vial  irh: "  r  •>,,- 
v:cre  in  privtitc  prcujrr  (o^Jkcry  \)  x\  i.i . 
condenmed  by  the  elders.  "He  aU' r-.v 
year  lolO,  before  a  great  assend.dy  at  Vj 


•u-:d  ll.c .!'^rli<LCitlal  iJiseo- 
j.'ri/CLcdi ir^s  these 
:dt>  ;  i>tj  John  L'lidi  /  /nil,  a 
'ih\>  siiiiiuiar  pro- 
^v'Oirtv  of  Masaaohuseits, 


irhiir 
■  II' ir 


In  I 


house,  he  sal  Uj^on  a  s!->Ld  of  repenin.io  . 
many  d'rp  siis.iS.  a  riirlul  C'lunl'  .umr':.  ■ 
cd  way  of  lite,  liis  adr.hery  and  ir,  .   ■  . 
morse,  and  besought  the  cliurcli  to  '•  .  i", - 
of  the  h'-'uds  of  Snf'/n  ''    Yet  the  ca. 
ca>t  liinr  oat  of  their  coraiAinii.-M.    I  ,  1 
famili.  s  upon  Long  Island,  and 
Dutch       ernment ;  w  liicli  rt  ([a<  -•.  ••.  . 
lie  aad  his  adherents  should  siibv.r.'.-  : 
and  tlic  Prii:ce  of  Orange.    He  v,  -i 
coniniaiid  in  the  war  against        i  . 
Connecticut  settl'.m'aits.    This  c 
Coan'>  ti  ut,  it  is  stated  that  Un".; 
tiiC  Sound,  anj  one  hiindreJ  a:.';  f>.  •  ■  y 
So'uid  to  ravage  and  destroy  ii.-  'i.-  r. ... 
this  war  he  settled  at  Flash. t.::.     ''.  ■ 


iiiU'.-t,  s 
s  ci/nfi 
/ii,  CD  a  ''a 
II  a  w  lnu 


insoi;,  it  is  said,  tiiat 
11  h.vving  btcn  jirivately  dealt 
bor's  wsf-',  and  not  hearkening 
niiiion.    The  nuatter  was,  ac- 

■  '  ■!  n.  / '/  :/oi>  I'S  a  nd  b<:auAi  ful, 
i!,.rii  ;rt,,ii<nt  he)  house,  and 
r  '  ( i  •' -  /.'<  /  '  (/  Ihf  inside,  and 
"■  •  !  '?  /  'i  ;/  :  0  't  (hat  (he  iro- 
'■•'i"  /,  »"(,/  h:  ri  Sorted  io 
s  h-i' !":  I  '  ■'. '  ■/  n  them,  they 
lVS  !i;e  iiiN^trian,  \v^i<.  clrt/ rff 
s.d  his  iididtcry.  tuid  in  the 


u-  <',iy  ai.'i!  in  the  court- 
v.  iui  a  w  lnu  ci'.ji  on  has  heaaJ ;  and  with 
f/'h       ::re  own-d  his  wick- 

r:  v.  iiii  la  v:,  ,  <  .\ jjr'  >- ions  of  sinct-re  re- 
";!!,M.i-<-U'n  on  !nni,  and  tlrliver  hin^  out 

■  a>.:d'er'-d  Ins  oonf-Mcu  insincere,  and 
<      s.-.i>a'<.i  to  be  i.a-.-ivrd  with  a  few 

T  r;-- of  ivfi  inhabitant  of  tlie 
;.  iiy  ;  h.-  ^.svi  rnor  upon  condition 

(if  al'.t  .:iaiice  to  (he  States-general 
.  .'.  i      I  LipiMVed  In  the  Dutch  to  take 
...   i.-Mt'i  (.f  the  Suiuid  and  west  of  the 
.  •   i  '..i  I'dtJ.    In  'i'mmblc's  history  of 
'       i  (iirct-  hundred  Indians  north  of 

■  w  1  Loii_'  Ishuid,  w  lio  had  crossed  the 
;..  ...'.itiwi.s  there  At  the  conclusion  of 
'     rc^;:,'.'.!  cl        ccniraissio^icrs  of  ths 
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United  Colonies  to  embark  in  the  war  between  England  and  Holldnd,  he  applied 
to  Rh.ode  Island,  and  on  the  17l1i  of  May,.  lG\^o,  they  resolved  to  appoint  a  corii- 
mittee  from  each  town  for  the  ripening  matlcrs  that  cnnccrn  the  Dutch,  whom 
they  style  the  enemies  of  the  commonwealth,  to  defend  the  Enc:lish  plantations 
from  them,  or  for  ojl'cnding  them,  as  should  be  thought  necessary ;  and  agreed  to 
lend  two  great  guns,  twenty  men,  and  other  aid.  They  also  granted  a  commis- 
sion to  Captain  Underbill  and  Mr.  AVilliam  Dyrc,  and  ano  her  to  Edward  Hidl, 
to  do  againt  the  DvAch^  or  any  enemies  of  the  Cavivwnv:calth  of  England.  Un- 
der this  coinraission  he  made  an  attack  upon  some  of  the  Long  Island  Indians 
at  Fort  Neck,  in  which  he  was  successful,  took  their  fort,  and  destroyed  great  num- 
bers of  the  people.  He  afterwards  removed  to  his  farm  at  Oyster-Bay  (on  which 
his  great-graiid-son  now  resides);  and  was,  in  IbOh,  a  dcleg  '.e  from  tliat 
town  to  the  nT.^eting  assemliied  at  Henipstead  by  order  of  Governor  Nicolls,  and 
by  whem  he  was  appointed  sheriif  for  the  north-riding  of  Yorkshire  upon 
Long.  Island.  The  Dutcli  guverniucnt  imd,  it  seems,  been  detected  by  Captain 
Underbill,  at  a  former  pcri'ni,  in  carrying  on  iritrigne  with  some  of  the  Indian 
tribes  for  the  dcslructlim  of  th^;  English  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  his  disclosures, 
such  ofience  was  given  U)  tlse  I'nnaer,  that  a  guard  of  soldiers  was  sent  to  lake 
him.  He  was  carried  to  the  city,  ''nd  tor  a  time  confined  in  prison ;  but  engaging 
to  be  faithful  to  the  Dutch  m  fu'ure,  he  was  suircred  to  depart  witl;out  either 
punishment  or  reju-oof    He  di;  d  upon  his  farm  in  Oyster-Bay  in  lo72. 

Hon.  Samckl  Jonks.  Tni;;  Cininent  citizen  and  patriot  v/as  the  son  of  Wil- 
liam Jones,  and  grandson  of  C^ntuin  Thomas  Jones  who  emigrated  from 
Strabane  in  Ireland  in  He  first  came  to  Rhode  Island,  and  was,  in  a 

year  or  two  afrer,  married  to  i-"rt  clove,  daughter  of  Thomas  Townscnd  ;  and 
received  from  him  in  lO'J.'i  a  ti''  d  of  gift  for  a  vahudjle  tract  of  land  on  the  south 
side  of  this  island,  called  I'lU-t-Xcck,  from  the  existence  of  two  Indian  forts  near 
the  Bay,  Here  h.e  erecit  d  a  suhitantial  dwelling,  made  from  bricks  burned  upon 
the  land,  wduch  sto  d  f  t  riK  .rf  t'.un  one  hundrrd  and  forty  years,  and  familiarly 
known  for  the  last  fifty  y;  :trs  t!;e  "  Old  Brick  Housed  Amid  much  traditional 
history  of  this  extraordinary  indivi'hia!,  a  small  proportion  only  can  be  received 
as  matter  of  fact.  It  is  abcrr:  liiw  d  pretty  sitisfactorily,  that  he  was  engiiged  in 
the  famous  battle  of  l^oynt-,  fjii-  iu.  iu'U'/JO  between  the  English  under  Wd- 
liam  III.,  and  the  Iri-h  \\:A<'X  James  II.,  in  which  the  former  were  victorious  ; 
and,  coming  to  Anu  rica.  Ir-  br.)U.;ht  with  him  a  commission  from  the  king  to 
cruise  against  .Spanis'i  proi..-f;y.  th-:  f-.%o  nations  then  being  at  war ;  wluch  he 
doubtless  did  not  fail  to  cmr '.  ly  t,)  his  advantage  as  opportunity  ofTered.  After 
his  setilemenc  here,  he  r-'i^'j-^'d  I  !r.-  -!y  in  boat-whaling  along-shore,  v.-hicli,  at 
that  period  and  hetdr-'.  v.  as  [u .I'-tis- d  rxten.sivcly  upon  the  whole  south  coast  of 
the  island.  For  this  purn.  «  iie  rave  employment  to  a  gnat  number  of  natives, 
whose  services  were  prt  (  t'n'vi  at  a  ch<-an  rate.  He  died  in  1713,  and  was  inter- 
red, agreeably  to  hi.->  o.vn  pr.-viou-;  de.sire,  within  one  of  the  above-mentioned 
Indian  forts,  n^-ar  the  boiioin  of  ihc  upland,  upon  Ids  own  farm,  where  Ins 
monument  may  still  be  .-:ocn,  bearing  the  following  inscription  composed  by 
himself: 

"  From  distaict  lanfh  to  this  wild  waste  he  came, 
This  sjmt  h-  cho.sc,  and  here  he  fixed  his  name 
Long  m^y  his  sons  this  peacet'ul  spot  enjoy, 
And  no  i'!  fate  th'.ir  offspring  ere  annoy.'' 
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Captain  Jones  left  three  sons  and  four  dau£:hters — David,  Thomas,  William, 
iVlarijar»n,  Sarah,  Eiizabelh,  and  Freelove.  I'homas  died  unmarried  Margaret 
married  Ezelviel  Smith;  Sarah,  Gerardus  Clowes ;  Miizabeth,  Jacob  Mitchill  ; 
and  Freelove,  Jacob  Smith.  David,  to  whom  and  his  posterity  was  devised  in  tail 
a  greater  part  of  the  paternal  estate,  was  born  in  Sept.  IG'J'J.  lie  was  educated  a 
lawyer,  became  highly  distinguished  in  his  profession,  and  was  justly  esteemed 
a  man  of  very  superior  mental  attainments.  In  1737  ho  was  chosen  a  rnernijer  of 
the  provincial  assembly,  and  continued  in  t!uu  body  till  17'>'^.  For  tJiirteen 
years  he  filled  the  otiice  of  speaker  ;  and  on  one  uc',;:isi(.ii)  had  the  firmness  to  order 
the  doors  of  the  assembly  closed  against  the  irovcrnor,  until  a  bill,  then  under 
discussion,  could  be  passed,  and  whicli  his  ExccUcney  iuid  determined  to  prevent 
by  an  immediate  prorogation.  In  17^8  he  was  a;  pointed  a  judire  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  colony,  which  he  resigned  in  lll'.i,  and  di*  d  October  11,  1775.  Dur- 
in»  his  whole  life,  and  in  every  situation,  hr  was  the  unyi^  ldinir  advocaieof  the 
rights  of  the  people  against  every  species  of  roV'^i  t-n^  ru  iclimi  nt ;  and  no  man  par- 
ticipated more  largely  of  the  public  confidence  and  res:'t:>:t.  By  sulicring  a  co/m- 
mon  recovery^  the  life  csUde,  devised  to  him  by  t!n^  \\  ill  of  his  fatlier,  was 
changed  into  a/;c,  ^;•llich  lie  devised  to  his  sou  'rh^-nnis  for  his  life,  with  re- 
niain'ler,  on  failure  of  is<ue,  lo  th.e  testator's  d:i":','iitf  r  Arrabt-'la  and  her  issue 
in  tail.  The  said  Thnnias  Jones,  (more  cunnU'Uily  culli  d  Judire  J<_ines,)  married  a 
daughter  of  Lieut.  Governor  James  Do  Laniey,  "'nd,  ♦•>j  t)U-.:>ng  ilie  royal  cause 
in  the  revolution,  was,  ontise  resloraiion  of  v>-:i<^>\  c:oui;.t  Slui  to  leave  the  country; 
upon  which  he  retired  to  F.nglan.d,  v.  hcrc  he  d/ni.  Tiie  htrge  and  substantial 
mansion  now  possessed  by  Geurral  Tihun-is  Fioyd  Jui.tJii,  was  erected  by- 
Judge  Jones  shortly  anterior  to  tlie  war.  aruj  w  is  duul ';!., -s  mucli  superior  to 
any  private  residence  at  that  period  upon  Long  Isl.ind.  AViUiam  Jones,  the  third 
son  of  Captain.  Jones,  and  fa: her  of  the  sulij^'ct  orii;!-  lUiti.  c.  wa.s  born  April  25, 
170.^,  and  married  a  daughter  of  C:!j>t;iin  J<u\t\  J  i-'k^oa  of  ll-'mpsteari.  and  by 
^diom  he  had  sixteen  children,  f  :ur;i-t  n  of  wIk.ui  :;\('d  !t.  huv.-  funiln  ilc  was 
a  highly  respected  and  intt-Uig'jiit  firiurr,  m.ii  rosid-d  at  ^\'<  ^t-Ni■l.■k  in  the  town 
of  Oyster-Bay,  where  lie  built  thf  d  welbn  j;-li.iusf^  j:ow  occupied  by  his  L'-nuidson, 
Thomas  Jones,  fie  died  Ati^ust  -2'^  177l>.  H.-'  .Samuel  Jcnr^s,  tlie  object 
'of  this  nijuioir,  v.'as  born  July  "Jfj,  17-it.  His 'j:-:  !\' i  .iu- ;iti;jn  w,  as  limited;  and 
vriiile  young,  ho  chose  the  occupation  of  a  sailor,  ni  w  iii^li  cajiacity  iic  made  sev- 
eral voyages  to  Euroj^e  in  I'lV  m  erchant  scrvi.-e.  1  le  v»  as  ul;  Huairly  li'-^terred 
from  prosecuting  tiic  bu:^ine.-;^  further  by  th<'  nuj.r;  -.v^mis  made  vu.'on  liis  imtigi- 
nation  in  a  dre:'.m,  in  winch  lie  fancn  d  lii''  l"-s  oi'th.-  v-js-t  1  in  which  he  was 
about  to  embark  upoTi  anoth.cr  voy.iire.  1 1-:-  uus  luxi  pL-.cui  ui  tiie  otiice  of 
William  Smith,  on  emin'-ni  lawy,  r  o\  S  w  -Y '  rU  v.  'i  >  v.  as  sui'Si'qr.f-j-i  ly  chief- 
justice  of  the  colony,  and  afc  wards  nt  Lr.sv  r  (■.•r.a  la.  .Mr.  Jun>s  was  in  due 
time  iidmitted  1.0  tlie  bar,  and  in  a  suritris.n j':y  ^h'>v:  {'fruvj  i'-nurd  himself  sur- 
rounded by  friends  an<,i  honored  wuii  an  ext-  ;;-  ;\t>  and  h.icra'iv*;  practice.  For 
his  c.xemj;!  \ry  ind'istry,  high  aciaia.namt--.  and  lt.-.iI  punty  of  oharaotcr,  he  pre- 
sent«  d  a  mud'  i  for  the  imit.ition  I't'.iil  v,  ia;  .u;!.  d  at  <! :nc; ion  in  jurisprudence. 
His  oaiue  vva-;  sought  by  students,  and.  l!''^,/.:'S  t},c  late  1  )e  Witt  Clinton,  he 
instruci'd  many  who  an<  rwards  rose  to  niueii  ii\>:u<  <i-i.  At  the  dawn  of  the 
reve^Uitieuiary  contest  lie  Was  called  into  the  j  uMic  crun.  ils.  and  continued  to  fill 
important  and  responsible  oHiC.  ^  ti'.l  adnn) a!  L  d  h.ui  t'»  retire  to  private  life 
He  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  upon  Ins  farm  at  We.'it-Xcck,  indulging  hia 
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taste  for  vending-  nnd  observation,  the  fruits  of  wliicl!  were  commniiicated  to  t'  e 
world  liiroiiL'h  ilie  mcuuua  of  tin;  [u-e^s.  He  died  Xovcraber  '21,  Ibl'J,  biich 
was  the  estimation  in  w'wcli  he  was  held  by  the  ]cu';i-l  profession,  tliat  his 
opinions  were  genernlly  acfjuic^ccd  in  for  their  acciu\;cy  and  justice.  He  wns 
often  in  the  assembly  ;  and  in  i77.S  was  a  rnemher  of  the  convention  that  adopted 
the  constiiution  of  ihe  United  States,  of  wliich  body  his  intimate  friend,  George 
Clinton,  was  j-r*  sidiMit,  It  is  well  known  that  much  contrariety  of  opinion  pre- 
vailed in  that  body,  and  that  tb.e  result  was  a  matter  of  expediency  anTl  com- 
promise anii^u'^  the  members.  He  drew  most  of  the  amendnieufs  pro[  o.sc<i,  and 
which  were  Nii'i-^cqi.iently  adopted  as  a  part  of  tliat  insirumeni.  He  was,  in 
short,  indefjii^-able  in  every  situation  ;  and  noihinii-  \vas  ever  permitted  to  inter- 
rupt the  peif'rmaiice  of  any  pnbbc  duty.  In  17>!^  he  was  associated  with  the 
late  Richard  Viirick  in  revisiuiz;  ih".  statutes  oi'this  state,  which  v/as  *  xi'cuteri 
principally  by  Mr.  Jota-s,  with  uncomuion  accuracy  and  expt^dition.  He  was 
the  same  year  appointed  n  curd-  r  of  Ne  w-York,  the  dntieis  of  which  were  dis- 
charged ^vith  a!»il;ty  ;ipd  isue-rity,  till  he  was  succeeded,  in  1797,  by  the  Hon. 
James  Kent.  In  17'.)fJ  he  was  requested  by  Governor  Joy  to  draltahiwfor 
establishing  arid  rej;ul.iLai,'  the  oiiice  of  comptroller,  to  which  lie  was  aiipointed, 
and  which  he  retam-  d  u>r  severed  years.  "1  rely,  (says  the  late  Dr.  Hosaek.) 
on  the  testimoiy  otdih'  rs,  when  I  speak  of  the  "legal  talents  of  tlie  late  Samuel 
Jones:  conlm'^l^  cnesrni  h;is  indeed  assigned  liim  the  highest  attainments  in 
jurisprude-nce,  ;w!<i  t'le  appelhaion  of  the  father  of  Lhe  iS'cic-  York  bar.  He  justly 
ranked  among  the  most  jtrotound  and  enlightened  jurists  of  this  or  any  other 
country,  and  a^-ted  ti  useful  conspicuous  part  in  orgaiiizing  our  couirs  and 
judiciary  sysittn  afi.  r  the  ie\uIution.  He  was  a  liberal  and  enlightened  Whig, 
and  advocated  th'^  o.ue~e  <-'f  independence  with  zeal  and  success."  "  No  one.  (says 
Chancellor  K'  ui.)  tiu  pa^M  d  him  in  clearness  of  intellect,  and  in  moderatioii  and 
extreme  sim}»li  :uy  of  eh:'rac:»  r;  iio  one  equalled  him  in  his  accurate  knowledge 
of  the  technical  lehas  and  doetrines  of  real  property,  and  in  familiarity  with  t!;e 
skilful  and  el  ibn  ;r  -,  i)a'  nov/ obsolete  and  mys.erious,  black-letter-learning  of 
the  common  law."'  li-  v.  as  distinguished  for  coolness,  candor,  and  deliberation 
in  debate,  and  sought  tiie  subst  oitird  riulier  than  the  showy  part  of  an  orator. 
He  left  live  sons— San-aii  1,  Wiiliaui,  I'dlxa-t,  Thomas,  and  David.  Tlie  fr.^t- 
ti-amed  bas  held  the  of.".''e  of  eli:aie,  ilnr  of  tliis  state,  and  is  now  chief-justice  of 
the  superior  court  oftiir  e;!v  "f      v.  .^'ork. 

Elus  Hicks.  This  d'.-t::,.:a.  i  ii,,;;vidual  among  t!>c  Society  of  Fririids, 
was  born  in  the  t(nvn  of  .\  ae'i  n>  eip-tead  on  iliC  l!kh  of  March,  171-^.  Hns 
education  v/a.s  extrem..ly  liiar  '.  .md  a;  tlif  a.ic  of  st.v.  Hteen  he  was  placed  an 
ap)-)rentice  to  tlie  trad''  of  a  e  i,-;  r.  wiiieii  n--  pur-u-d  '.vith  viiliiienee  for  s-^ve- 
ral  years,  and   v/as  li'.aa.''.  o '10 i-ini^s,  in  a  hi'^U      '.-ree.    On  li,.;  "Jd 

of  January,  1771.  he  i,,:,.it  •  .  .;:!.-.  dau-liter  of  Jonathan  S.-a.man  of  Jerwdio, 
atid  wr-nt  to  r<  sidi'  in  the  ii.  n--  ii^s  f ithrc-in-law,  where  he  ?j)ent  the  remain- 
der (d'iiis  lite.  He  I'-ft  .-fV'T -1  M  iiojhi:  rs.  tnit  none  of  his  sons  lived  to  maturity. 
His  CO  n.ciion  wiih  ta*  rri.,:)f^  piooably  led  him  at  an  early  jiericd  io  em- 
brace thrir  moia  n;-,  wiu.-i.  hi-  advocat-'d  and  enforced  with  zeal  and  alebiy 
ever  aftT.  lie  b' .'■■in  In--  pui-sa  lai>ors  in  the  Soeietv  in  I71l.'>,  and  travelhd,  at 
.■ditler.  nt  p-ri'  ds,  over  a  _M'  \i  \  .>.;iMn  of  the  Uni(((i  Stales,  from  Maine  to  Ohio, 
and  in  the  pjuvioee  .a/  ('  i.  In  1771  he  visitet'  ev.ry  town  upon  Lonj  1>1- 
a'v4,.iind  held  vi  t  or  :..-re  uiti  tu'.'s  m  cacii.    In  17L*:->  he  travelled  in  r\ev\''  Ea- 
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c'..in<r  an  !  wont  as  far  as  Portland  in  Maine  ;  bt  in:;  absent  five  moiulis.  and  pass- 
ihj-  u\<  ;•  a  (i;,->u\ni.'e  of  niort-  thai)  two  thuus;iMiJ  ,r.[\  ■-.  in  IT'.'H  iie  traversed  the 
S;  of  JN'cw-Yovk,  Pennsylvania,  Dclawaie,  Marylami,  ani!  V!r;riina,  a  dis- 
t  VI -t?  "f  sixteen  hundred  miles,  and  held  one  iiuiidi'd  ajid  furiy- tlute  meetings, 
li.  i^o;>  he  entered  tlie  province  of  Upper  Canada.  i'r:d  i.,:  iiiif.cl  thixaijrli  western 
»v-\'ork  to  Saratoga,  a  distance  of  niore  than  fiNt  n  hniidrt^d  ni;lrs.  In  ItOG 
lii-a^Mia  exj:)Iored  New  England,  travelling  inoie  than  a  tlun-.sr.nd  niil<s,  and  held 
si.xiy  meetings.  In  ISIO  he  went  to  Ohio,  and  rt  trnnni  ihrouLrh  Pennsylvania 
and  New-York:  performing  a  journey  of  two  th'ais.ind  nii!<  s.  1  hcse-  are  only 
a  part  of  the  innnense  labors  of  tins  ind'/fuigaLii.;  tuan;  a.iiil  it  is  reasunablo  to 
bfhtve  that,  durmi;  his  public  ministry,  hcinu>t  have  tra\..!;.  d.  at  ditVcrent  times, 
more  thari  ten  thousand  liiilcs,  and  that  lie  }>r"ii'>unc(d  on  th.osc  occasions  at 
h-ast  one  thousand  public  discourses.  • 

lie  likewise  found  time  to  write  and  publish  innch  r.jxni  rtligions  subjects, 
upon  wdr,  and  the  practice  of  n-^-ro  slavery.  Fb  w.'  <  ta-'  tVic  i;d  .-  nd  a.dvocate  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty  ;  and  throuLih  a  long  iif  .  it  i  ■  b-i  li^  si  d  ih  ii  lie  actf  d  up 
to  llie  sondnient  v/hich  jHib^licly  proclainird  Of  h;  ^  '-aara-iM-  ai-d  cpialiiica- 
tions  as.  a  ri'ligions  t<'^a':l);^r.  a,-;  v,a  11  a-«  tlav  uiili'y  of  hi  ;  pi'.  i.-lnMi;,  diiTt-rent  opi- 
nions h..ve  been,  and  w  ill  probaljiy  cor.iinuL-  t>;,  !,•  tiU'-ii  /i.-d.  k  i.a  J.x  -  u  alleg- 
ed thai  he  was  the  occasion  of  ali  th''  ^■unlr'Jv^l  :  ?  and  di>  a  !imo;..s  w!ach  have 
of  late  years  so  unhappily  distracted  the  Soci-  ;y  I'f  l-'riL-nds;  while  it  is  denied  by 
some,  that  .he  is  chargeable  tliercwith,  and  di-.cia;;o  .ili..-.  j-  \'uc.  uani!-  of  Hlcks- 
itc,  by  wliicli  one  party  is  desiirnatcd.  Th--  aii;  -npi  )■  r.u-  ly  b<  on  made  to  im- 
pugn his  moral  chara<ner  or  inculpate  ih^s;;..-.  I  i.y  I'l  his  e.  ir.iuct.  ll"  he  was 
wrong  in  any  of  his  opinior.s,  we  are  coinj  cilni  ti-  a  iini;  tlie  h-'iu  >iy  at  iiis  mo- 
tives; and  if  he  was  a  deluded  man,  none  v.  i..>  \-,..v\<:  h.im  best  can  believe  he 
was  eitlur  an  iinpos:.or  or  hypocriie.  Wli  .  r  may  •  luoisght  of  hds  religious 
creed,  it  must  be  confessed  that  throu-ai  a  lu!  I  .i  -uica-;.  iinj  ai'tive  life,  few 
men  liave  borne  a  more  conspicuous  part,  nr  w  .<  >  '.■  ■[  a  mn!.  j.  .werful  anei  endur- 
ing intlucnee  among  those  wh;>  were  act  u^L.'ue  .  ;o  a:;,  i.d  u]'un  iii^  ptblio  dis- 
courses. FJe  was  a  person  of  a  rou::h  exii  ricr,  but  iif  \i  j'-ui-t)s  r.ite!!eci  ;  and 
makuig  no  pretensions  to  elegance  ot  style,  iie  -'"i;^  d  \vi;h  uuic'a  force,  ad- 
dres.sed  himself  to  the  cv(  vy-iia v,  common-'!!  '.  r  •  r  ii.  ui  iik  iiaa-^Mnadun  of 
his  auditors.  That  he  was  no  ordinary  mdu  ;  :  .  i.,a  ;  '  .u  ..-.dt.!  l)y  all  who 
are  capubleof  appreciatin::  tht;  e.\'t'-nt  of  Ins  <y.  a  .  ,  a  '  the  unu  an  ei  ing  con- 
fidence with  whi'di  lie  maiv.tain'  d,  thneii^ii  ,i  iji  .:  eu; ^'\  yvai<,  li.e  opinions 
and  doctrines  which  he  adi)[/a'l  ui  e.iriy  bfc. 

TOWN  01-^  IJi:.MJ\-ld:.\D. 

TiiLs  town  is  boiindcil  north  by  .\-»2ih  H.-mpvtrad,  cast  by 
Oystor-Bay,  south  by  the  oc-'aii.  ami  wc.si.  by  Jaiiiaica.  It  ori- 
^^inally  inckidcd  tlie  trTritory  now c^'ir-pn^in'.:  tiie  town  orXorth- 
llcinpstead.  of  whicli  a  paiiiiioii  lor.k  piace  m  17S1.  In  our 
account  of  Soniham[)t()n,  it  has  hvvw  si  .-n  thai  aij  unsuccessful 
titteuipt  was  inadi'  l^y  sonii'  oftfiL'  st-uit  is  of  tii;it  town,  in  1640, 
to  form  a  setlluniont  iiidcpcndt  ut  of  the  Dutch,  in  tlte  vicinity 
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of  Cow-Bay,  and  which  was  frustrated  by  the  interference  of 
the  governor.  Tiie  first  permanent  settlement  in  this  town  is 
supposed  to  have  been  commenced  on  the  site  of  the  present 
village  of  Hempstead  in  1043,  by  a  few  emigrants  from  New 
England,  who  came  originally  hom  a  place  commonly  called 
He7/iel-ilem\)stL'ad,  twenty-three  niiles  from  the  city  of  Lon- 
don. These  persons  found  it  indispensable  to  their  safety  to 
submit  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Dutch  government,  and  accord- 
in^i'ly  took  the  necessary  measures  to  obtain  its  permission  and 
sanction  in  fiirtlierance  of  their  wishes.  On  the  16ih  of  Nov. 
1644,  a  patent  or  ground-brief  was  granted  by  Governor  Kieft, 
of  whicli  the  most  miiterial  part  is  as  follows  : 

"  Know  all  mf^n  whom  thes?  presents  may  in  any  wise  concern,  that  I,  Wil- 
liam Kiefc,  (or  Ki(  rsr),  J-'.jq.  r/ovrrnor  ot'the  province  called  Is^cw  Netlicrlands, 
with  the  council  uf tl,!  ro  c>{abli.shed,  by  virtue  of  a  commission  under  the 
hand  and  seal  oi'  il.c  !i!_h  fu-.d  niigluy  lords,  the  States-General  of  the  United 
Belgic  Provinces,  aii.i  t'roiu  iiis  Highness,  Frederick  Hendrick,  Prince  of  Orang-e, 
Bnd  the  right  honoral!':  the  Lords  Bevvir-t  Hil^bers  of  the  West  India  Company, 
have  giveii  an  J  _:r.\.:to  i,  and  by  virtue  of  these  we  do  give  and  grant,  unto  PwO- 
bert  Fordham,  John  ^'-ickiun,  John  Qgden,  John  Karnian,  John  Lawrence,  and 
Jonas  Wood,  with  tlicir  h- irs,  executors,  administrators,  successors  or  associates, 
or  any  they  siiall  join  m  as>ociauou  with  them,  a  certain  quantity  of  land,  with 
all  the  havens,  liar!)'>rs,  ri\cr.s,  creeks,  woodland,  marshes,  and  all  other  appur- 
tenances thereunto  b-ljU-iDi^,  lying  and  being  upon  and  about  a  certain  place 
called  the  Groat  P!  tii:-,  on  Long  island,  from  the  East  River  to  the  South  Sea, 
and  from  a  certain  i<:trbL>r  now  commonly  called  and  known  by  the  name  of 
Hempstfcd  Bay,  and  v.cstw.in!  as  far  as  Matthew  Garritson's  Bay;  to  begin  at 
the  head  of  the  said  two  bay-;,  aibi  tor  to  run  in  direct  lines  that  they  may  be  the 
same  latitude  in  br-  a-itii  v\.  il'.r  .m  uth  side  as  on  ilie  nonh,  for  ihem,  the  said  pa- 
tentees, actually,  rra'i y,  n  ,]  p>  ,  j  <  audi)  to  enjoy  in  as  large  and  ample  manner 
as  their  own  free  bu.d  ii.'n'  :  i'-^n^  i^,  :»nd  as  Uiv  eastward,  in  case  the  said  paten- 
tees and  their  associuii^  .s;:;:ii  pio'-uie  unr  hvmdrcd  fanuliesto  SiMledown  within 
the  said  limi'.  of  fi\e  y<  ar- ..K;  !•  ti.c  ..ia'a;  h'^jreot:  giving  and  granting,  and  by 
virtue  of  these  pr-.3>!us  wc  li  >  -  and  -faiit  mito  the  said  patentees  tmti  their 
associates,  with  tl.cir  luirs  an  i  ^  ' s  ^  m-s,  fnll  power  and  authority  upon  the 
said  land,  to  buiKl  a  town  or  towns,  v.  it  a  iuch  foi  titications  as  to  them  shall  seem 
expedient,  with  a  t(  inpl  i  or  t..  rool' s  lo  ;isc  ari  l  exercise  the  reforu.ed  religion, 
•which  they  profess,  w  itii  the  C' .  ;v  m.--'u  :d  diMCij^Iine  thereunto  be'onging;  like- 
wise giving  and  granting",  aiui  'oy  virtnc  of  these  presents  we  do  give  and  grant 
to  t!ie  said  patentees,  th'  ir  a-.sv  ci:'tv  -;  !ici:-,s.  and  successors,  full  power  a'ld  au- 
thority to  erect  a  body  polnic  or  civd  combuiation  among  themselves,  and  to 
nominate  c  r'ain  nia_:,  -:r.  I- cnr  or  uiorc  under  the  number  of  eight,  of  the 
ablest,  di.->cr' ^'^e^t,  a;  provi  i  i.-i  i  n'it.r.,  and  hirr.  or  thtm  annually  to  present  to 
the  Governor  ul'this  Pruvin.-i.  f.r  li.t'  time  being,  for  the  suid  Governor-general 
for  the  time  being,  to  elect  and  establish  them  for  the  execution  of  government 
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among  them,  as  well  civil,  political,  as  judicial."'  Wiiich  said  ground-briefer 
instriijiient  also  contains  various  ollu-s  irrLiats  ofpov/rr,  privile^.-s,  emd  franchi- 
ses to  the  said  grantees,  their  a^^sociates,  h.cirs,  and  slu■cc^;^.or.■',  touchinii;  their  go- 
vernment, the  execution  of  tiie  laws,  and  the  exercise  of  ni:!iis  amJ  authority  ; 
such  as  the  holding  of  courts  to  dtclde  causes,  civil  and  crniiinul :  and  to  give  the 
first  s  ntence  for  the  deprivation  of  hf'^,  limb,  sii^-nKui/.ing,  or  burn-inarking  cf 
tny  malefactor,  if  they  in  their  conscit-nce  siiuuM  di  t  ni  thcni  wonliy  ;  and  to  causa 
the  execution  of  the  sentence,  if  the  party  coniieuincd  ni  uie  not  his  appeal  to  the 
chief-court,  holden  weekly  in  the  Fort  Amsu  nUun  ;  and  from  the  expiration  of 
ten  years  from  tlie  first  general  peace  with  the  Indians,  out  fcnth  part  ot  all  the 
revenue  derived  from  i\\c  ground  inaniirnl  v\'.h  '  ;  'i-i'-or  h'y\  should  belon.g  to 
the  governor,  if  the  same  shall  be  dcunnJed  b<  i' -r.-  i:  i.>  iiou.scd. 

The  first  division  of  land,  of  whic'i  any  record  remains,  look 
place  in  the  year  1647;  which  s'lows  ilic  following  persons  to 
have  already  become  residents  in  tlie  town  : 


John  Karuian, 

Tlrnnas  .\r;ij 

Th.rniias  Shermari, 

Jeremy  Wood. 

Sim  j:\  S  y\:.s 

Francis  Yate^, 

Richard  G.lJersleeve, 

Tenv  Vy'o.)!, 

Jolui  Ellison, 

William  Ilaynor, 

Thomas  \V\'\ 

(, 

Abraham  Smith, 

Benjamin  Coe., 

11-nry  Vk  v,, 

AViiii.un  S'iddding 

John  Ogden, 

JuSt-ph  S.-..tr 

Th  >ma.s  tfusier, 

Samuel  Strickland, 

n-Miry  W'iii.f, 

M->i:rr  Lines, 

John  Toppin, 

Richard  w 

Jr>lm  Low  is, 

Jonas  Wood, 

Thomas  Sup 

Cliristophf  r  I'Toster, 

John  Ford  11  am. 

Joi.n  Coc 

Samuel  Clark, 

Wd!iam  Lawrence, 

I, 

John  liudd. 

Henry  Hudion, 

J..lm 

Tlif.m.is  Pone, 

Thomas  Ireland, 

Widi  i;n  Wi; 

iani5, 

r>  'avA  Whi'.;-hoad 

Ri:l ;a;d  Valentin.?, 

Jam  -.s  Sill'' h, 

K'tbi  ri  Williams, 

Wiili.im  Thickstone, 

Wii]ia;a  lln: 

Kdw  n.d  Pi  ay  nor, 

Nicholas  Tanner, 

Ui.  '!  .:d  (.'J.:: 

Ji.'hn      u  ail, 

Wdii.im  Smith, 

R  .b  r! .'v-. 

n, 

J'-Mi!!  Small,  s;"n.. 

Ed.nond  Word, 

Jr.!. a 

Samurl  Bi.ccus, 

John  Smith,  jr., 

Jolin  Luvr.:. 

John  Stiudvlan. 

In  consequence  of  frequent distnrljan'^vs  b'dwoen  the  Knghsh 
settlers  and  their  Indian  n'.Mglil  -^r^j  and  }•  inicnlar'iy  with  the 
jMasapeqna  tribo,  ameetni^-  was  converi':d  at  lh.'ni])Stend  on  tlie 
12th  of  March,  1650,  and  a  tn\ity  ha|:pily  conchided  between 
the  irovernor  and  Tack-apansha.  S  '.'diem  of  Masapequa,  with 
other  Sachems  and  head-in<  ii  of  divers  petty  tribes  ;  in  which, 
anions:  other  tilings,  it  was  agree.!  ih'it  th*-  people  of  ITenipstead, 
accordincr  to  the  lines  exnres-ird  in  then'  patent,  and  what  they 
had  purchased,  should  tiiereaiter  enjoy  the  same  without  mo- 
lestation from  the  Sachems  or  their  ptH^ple.    In  pursuance  of 
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the  stipulations  in  this  treaty,  the  followino:  document  was  exe- 
cuted by  the  Indians  on  the  4th  of  July,  1657  : 

"  Know  all  men  by  ib'^se  presont.s,  that  v/e,  tlie  Indians  of  INlussapeg''',  Men- 
cocke,  and  Rockaway.  wijuse  namts  be  hereunder  written,  for  ourselves  and  ail 
the  rest  of  tlic  Ind.ians  that  do  claim  any  right  or  interesi:  in  the  purchase  that 
Hempstead  bou^^ht  in  the  year  lG-13,  and  witliin  the  hound.-;  ami  lin,its  of  the 
Avhole  tract  of  land  concluded  upon  with  the  izovernor  of  ariliatians,  as  it  is  ;n 
this  paper  specitled,  do,  by  these  presents,  ratify  ar  oonfivni,  to  them  and  their 
lieirs  forevr,  freely,  firmly,  quietly,  and  peaceably,  loi  them,  and  their  iieirs  and 
successors  f  n-ever,  to  enjoy,  wit!;out  any  moles; ation  or  trouble  !rom  us,  r  a*  y 
that  siiall  pr<.^tend  any  claim  or  title  unto  it,  the  Alenoiake  Sach.em  being  present 
at  tlie  coniu-ination.  In  v/imess  whereof,  we,  whose  names  be  here-under 
written  have  herctmto  sub>.cril.cd. 

"  The  mark  (  rrr)  of  Takapaslia.  the  Saclicm  of  ]Massapcage. 
The  mark  ^  (ym^  of  Wantagh,  ti!e  Mantaoke  Sachem. 

The  vn.uk  ^        ^  ofChegonoe. 

The  maxk  ^' (^;V,-^  of  Piomege. 

The  mark  (Ew'c )  of  Mangwanh, 

Them  a  r  k  ( p )  o  f  W  a  a  ke  at  i  s . 

The  mark  (X«  )  of  Ilumasuekaman. 

The  mul  k  (  5)  of  Ocraking. 

The  rus^k  (M)  of^Vorotum. 
"  In  tlic  presence  of  Richard  Gil-  \ 

derslecve,  John  Seaman,  Julm  ^  Scripsit  per  me^ 

Hicks.  )  John  James,  Clerk/' 

In  the  treaty  above  niontionod,  made  in  March,  165G,  three 
specific  articles  were  ao-recd  upon  as  follows:  1.  That  all  inju- 
ries formerly  passed  in  the  time  of  the  governor's  predecessors 
should:  be  foro-iven  and  ibri:oUen  since  the  year  1G45,  and 
never  to  be  remembered.  2,  That  Tackapanslia  being  chosen 
the  chief  Sachem  by  a.ll  ih«;  Indian  Sachems  from  Masapequa, 
Secatoo^ne,  iMericoke,  }\oci;;iway  and  Canarse,  with  the  naiiies  of 
the  rest,  both  Sacliems  and  natives  ;  he  hatii  airreed  to  pnt  him 
and  tlicmselvcs,  and  tb'Mr  i;>nds,  under  the  protection  of  the 
Dutch, accordino-to the agreemenirnadeat  Ilartlbrd;  and  agree  to 
give  no  countenance  t*)  tlicir  or  the  governor's  enemies.  z\nd 
3d.  That  the  inhabitants  of  1  {imrpstead, according  to  the  hnes  ex- 
pressed in  the  pateiu,  and  what  they  have  purchased,  shaH  en- 
joy it  v.'ithuut  trouble  l>om  the  Sachem  or  his  people,  either  of 
person  or  estate. 

On  payment  of  the  price  agreed  upon  by  the  inhabitants  of 
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the  town  for  their  lands  previously  purchased,  the  following 
instrument  of  satisfaction  was  executed  by  the  Sachems  and 
Iiead-men  : 

'•  We,  the  Indians  above  wruteti,  do  hereby  acknowlol'^c  to  have  received  of 
th'-'  magistrates  and  inliabitants  of  Heniusiead  ail  our  pav  in  fail  satisfaction, 
for  the  tract  of  land  sold  unto  them,  actoruiui,^  to  liie  above  and  witliin  written 
agreement,  and  according  to  patent  and  nuro!:ase.  The  general  bounds  i^  as 
foiioweth:  beginning  at  a  place  called  Matia^-arrrtis  l>;u',  and  so  running  upon 
a  direct  line  north  and  south,  from  north  lo  souiii,  and  from  sea  to  sea  ;  the 
bounds  running  from  Hempstead  Harbor,  du*-  ea^t  to  a  point  of  trees  adjoining 
to  the  land  of  Robert  Williams,  wiiere  we  h-t't  niarkid  tin  rs,  tiie  same  line  run- 
ning from  sea  to  sea,  the  other  line  begiiHiin.!  at  a  nsarkc-d  tree  standing  at  the 
east  end  of  the  great  plains,  and  from  that  tr<  e  rinimiri  vijion  a  due  south  line, 
and  at  tl>e  soCith  sea  by  a  marked  tree  made  in  ;i  )!'■  k  r.i''.  li  M  isliatchoung,  and 
from  thence  upon  the  same  line  to  ilu- suuiii  .A:.!  v.  ■, .  v,  iiost;  nanits  are 

hereunto  subscribed,  do  further  en 2-a'_-e  o'n'-T!vt  ->  an  1  *  !;r  r...->rjrs  to  isphold 
'and  maintain  this  our  present  act,  and  all  our  ijr.Mer  u^ri  ■  mi'iit,  to  be  ]u<t  and 
lawful;  that  the  aforesaid  inliabitants  of  l.lciiipi:.  sii.ili  enjoy  the  said  lands 
according  to  the  marked  bounds,  witli  all  pri\il  <  il.'  rtunioany  v.  ay  belonging 
or  appertaining,  for  them,  their  heirs  and  .-ihr-  --ors  i  Tcvt  r.  A nd  ue  do  bind 
ourselves  to  save  and  detend  them  iuirniless  filial  ar  y  niami-  r  of  cL\iin  or  pre- 
tence that  shall  be  made  to  disturb  them  in  ilv  ir  ri^ht,  or  in  any  part  tJiereof, 
hereby  binding  us  and  our  successo's  loxauM-  il.- ni  to  ..  i,  ;  li  o  same  peuccnbiy, 
W'ithout  any  molestation  or  interruption,  fur  i!:' m,  ti.f.r  L- irs  and  successors 
forever.  Whereunto  we  have  subscribed  this  the  I'rvtmii  day  of  ?k]ay,  anno 
I65S,  Stilo  Novo. 

M'a  ft  urn  ^  'J\:     n  pcus/ui, 

''A  true  copy,  compared  with  the  origin;vl,  and  !■■:!»  of  !!.eni  !»  iii.:  written  by 
me,  '  -       J. 'UN  J,v.u (^Icik.^^ 

At  a  town  meeting,  held  July  1<>.  lf'58,  the  town  deputed 
Richard  Gilderslcevc  to  go  down  to  tlie  ^lanhaiians  to  a^-ree 
with  the  governor  concerning'-  the  (yih»  s.  winch  are  not  to  ex- 
ceed one  hundred  sheeples  of  wh-Mt,  and  to  be  dehvered  at  the 
town  harbor.  At  the  same  time  they  a-'n  ed  to  pa.y  the  herds- 
man that  attended  their  cattle  twelve  shilimL'"^^:  sterling  a  week 
in  butter,  corn,  and  oats,  at  fixed  prices.  .^!x  bnshels  of  corn 
was  allowed  by  the  town  for  thekillinor  (>f  a  wolf:  and  the  price 
af  corn  was  two  shillins^s  and  si.xpence  a  bnslie},  wheat  four 
shillings,  pork  three  pence  a  pouudj  butler  sixpence,  lodging 
two  pence  a  nigiit,  beer  two  pence  a  mug,  board  uve  sliillings 
a  week,  victuals  sixpence  a  meal,  and  labor  two  and  sixpence 
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a  day.  It  was  fiirthor  agreed  b^'  the  Iowa,  that  the  iiihabitauts 
should  be  ready  at  the  sounding  of  the  horn  to  turn  out  their 
cows,  and  the  keeper  was  required  to  be  ready  at  the  time  the  sun 
was  half  an  hour  high,  to  drive  ihcm  to  the  pasture,  and  about 
half  an  hour  before  sun-down,  to  bring  them  l\ome  again,  and 
to  dnve  them  one  day  in  each  week  to  Cow-Neck. 

At  tliis  time  Cow-Neck  was  enclosed  by  a  fence,  extending 
from  the  head  of  Little-Neck  Bay  to  the  head  of  lievnpstead 
Harbor,  eacli  })erson  being  entitled  to  piu  in  a  number  of  cows 
to  fatten,  in  proportion  to  tlie  nun^ber  of  sianding-gates,  or 
pannels  offence  made  by  them  ;  and  afterwards  in  the  distribu- 
...tion  of  the  land,  tiie  share  allowed  was  adjusted  by  the  same 
rule,  in  consequence  of  wliich  it  was  divided  among  a  few  per- 
sons only.  Except  the  cri^'-'^it  plains,  much  of  the  common 
lands  of  the  town  was  anciently  enclosed  in  large  fields,  for 
pasturing  of  different  kinds  oi  stock,  and  denominated  accord- 
ing to  the  use  intended,  as  the  ox-pasture,  the  cow-pasture^ 
calf-pasture,  vfcc. 

"  At  a  town  meetiuL;-.  M.irc'i  I  1,  Iti.''!'.  t'ci  re  >vas  srratjted  luito  John  Roads  of 
Rusdorp,  oae  crc  <u  !ioiI''V/.  .-"...  ■lii^.,.  ;.,,.u.u  t  v/o  aci-es,  lae  wiiich  iie  is  to  stcure 
in  a  su:<: -ier:'.  !■  nor-,  wv/i  ^  :■     .  - w-a  \':ars.  p-ying  ytarly  eighteevi  peiicc 

the  acre,  '.vith       tytii;,  ti."  w      .  !.  >  i<  i..  ju-.y  ;,t  lloinpitead." 

"At  llie  aforesaid  iMwn  i:n' t  ini:  it  w;.?  I'cantfd  unto  Thomas  .Jacobs,  ens 
holiow,  containing  one  and  <\  u(  r.'.  \;i  nn  il;<j  terms  above  specified  ;  likewise 
unto  Thoir.as  Ellison  one  -iri  i  ,i  \x.  \(  ,\  i  -  -  by  ilie  Island  of  Trees.  And 
there  is  rrant'^d  nnt'>  fl^"^  '.  r;  W'l'.' .1-;,  liy  i:  iieral  v^.te  of  town  meeting,  six 
acTPs  of  nieado I'lii'l  i'o.  n.'rly  ;m  -^-..m  of  Rugfi-  Lines,  that,  paying  all 

rates  and  duties  b'  ioii  j:  'h.  rt  in.t.v  !,<■  slial!  enjoy  liic  said  meadow  for  him, 
his  heirs  and  assirriis  fa-  v.\'\-.  \\-".  s.iinc  day. was  to  Robert  AVillianis 
the  lOvvn  .^'-^r//.  f:r  thi-;  (  i  s'linr  yi  ■ '■,  ;  ::  •  -..uw  of  tifty-rhre^;  sldlliuiis,  to  be 
paid  in  corn  at  th":"  i.-un!  pr.'-'  ;•'  ^.  •  ~  '  is  ti.>  b"  o;Mnvnon  both  to  I'le  hon&e 
and  bari)/'  In  Kj^D  li'^  i'^- !\  b'-  •*  J-'.;!  li  n.  k'.ep  an  <w-'/,b/(i/-i/,  anC  to 
sell  therein  meat  and  dri;ii;.  :  i  '  !'  -  '  ^^:\..i\^<  rs  m  such  a.  numiier  as  not  t'^ 
be  oiTfUsive  to  the  laws  <>{  (>    '  a-  ■■  1;  v.-..-,  vntt.J  and  agre  ed  at  the  same 

to-.vn  ni-^c;l;iv:,  that  any  p.  r:.ii:  ,,  ■  :,•  •  l.-u-,  If,,,-  hi  r-'lf  froin  puidic  worship 
on  the  Lord's  dav,  '>r  "'-her  p.;'  !'.  •  i!.;ys,  should,  for  the  tir:;t  otlence  pay/ib/f 
sMUhi'js,  i'i)T  the  se-'ond  '>■■:.  t'.r  ';.>  ■,/_/.  and  afu.r  that  be  sul>jected  to 

corporal  piLniy'Uiii'iit.  or  ■  <i."    •■.\:.  a  town  mectiiig,  liehl  iN'o  ■'cmber  "Jn, 

ItV^l,  i:  \va^  i'lrh; '  d  by  a  la::;  .r  v..;--^  r.,,'  L'-b.  Jithn  Jackson,  Justice  Searing, 
p.nd  Jun:''!i..,n  S:m!''l  n  ,  slMm'd  /  >  t;>  >.<'W-Yi'rk  to  meet  tlie  Indians,  and 
there  to  o::  '-.'"'-:  cn.v  ••!  cin-x  tb-ir  l.vnd-;,  and  ab-..>  to  tind-'i'avor  at  the  purchasing 
of  a  pat)  ;it  l''r  lii^  ;•)■•■.  . 1;  ai^i  rit  ■  >  nam::  the  diii'-rence  coiicerriing  thc 

bounds  ij'.rw'.en  oia'  n' 1  :.r!'.bnrii\i;  '.o'a'ii   J.(:n...ic'.i,  aiuj  us,  with  full  po\vt.r  to 
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inn'ce  a  fiu.il  m  l  Tliere  is  also  granted  unto  Rcbert  Williams  three  acres  cf 
t::.-'  >wn  lyii",:?  i'l  the  bcvil,  for  the  sum  of  ]  ■•'Wi'is,  to  be  paid  in  sucia 

c  ^-rri,       b\'  ih-z  blessing  of  God,  the  land  slnili  pri.uaco.' 

Tins  town  continued  for  more  than  fort^  ye:irs  to  enjoy  iin- 
distiirbed  the  rights  and  privileges,  and  to  cxcrciso  the  powers 
and  duties  authorized  by  the  patent  ot'  Governor  Kieft,  and  by 
which  the  town  was  also  incorporated.  lint  in  t!ie  year  16S3 
his  Excellency  Governor  Donp:aiij  who  v/as  ;ui  occasional  resi- 
dent of  this  town,  gave  the  people  thereof,  as  well  as  others, 
to  be  informed  of  his  determination  to  conip'  l  them  to  purchase 
from  him  new  patents  for  their  lands,  the  price  of  v/liichi  he 
claimed  as  a  perquisite  of  his  office,  but  to  which  the  people 
were  reluctant  to  submit:  and  when  it  \r:is  Tonnd  no  longer 
avoidable,  tfiey  seemed  particularlv  anxiou'-'  i-i  rirocure  a  now 
patent  as  cheap  as  possible,  vrhich  ean.-*  d  inm'h  dohiy,  and  pro- 
duced no  little  difficulty  between  the  a(,veii!  ";r  and  llie  inhabit- 
ants. The  followino'  extracts  trom  thi;-  \o-xn  r<^cords  relate  to 
this  matter : 

"At  a  town  meeting;,  held  the  l^)th  of  I'v-bruarv.  10S3.  ]Mr. 
Seaman,  Air.  John  Jackson,  and  John  Tr*  dwell,  were  chosen 
to  go  down  to  New- York,  in  &rder  to  the  ij-  tntiff  a  patent  for  the 
whole  bounds  of  the  town  acconlin::  to  iim'  hrsi  itnrchase  and 
the  draft  drawn.''  The  obji^cl  not  It  iik:  .■!'.''\>nip!isij{'d,  it  was 
again  voted,  ]\Iarch  31,  1, 'i'liai  ihosti  who  no  down  to 
New- York  in  respect  of  i: .  it]]!::  a  jKtt;  lii  for  oiir  own  town 
bounds,  tliat  tiioy  i;et  it  a-  rf.'-iMinal  !  ■  aN  tli'  y  can.  f  >r  the  CTOod 
of  themselves  and  the  re?t  ol"  the  mli.d'H-'tni.s,  and  also  upon  as 
good  terms.''    Notlhnir  v<-t  bt-rn:^  d,  ,T_fani,  "At  a  town 

meeting,  April  1,  IG":  1,  ^Ir.  Jc^hn  •:':).  .Mr  Symoii  >Searin2^, 
and  Mr.  John  Tredwcli  ar.-  a]>i>; rinti  'l  fr»  i:o  di.wn  to  New- 
York  by  the  c^0A^ernor"s  order  >i:ui  i<)  fh-'  inw  n,  and  to  see  the 
getting  of  a  patent  lor  the  t'^-.n.  ir'j;  ;!;.  -^'u-  dfjinties.  full 
power  to  act  lor  us  and  in  onr  !  i  l-alfas  fully  as  if  we  were 
personally  present,  provid:'iI  <'  ir  lau'ls  sliall  b*.-  assured  to 
us,  our  heyres  and  succc-s')r.s  lore. (u  be  our  free  lands  of 
inheritance,  we  rendering:  ;'!!d  jmvimj  'h  ri-.^knowlcdsfments 
as  shall  be  agreed  np->n  l."  t  Acrti  iL--  u"V'  i  lair  and  our  deputys." 
The  purposes  ot  the  dciniii'  S  i.-.t  InMn;:  aocnniplished,  again,  "At 
a  town  meelino';  i)ar"ir'  i-  1 '3  \''r--l.  tm.  r  -  wn^  cliosen  bv  the 
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major  vote,  Justice  Searing  and  Nathaniel  Pearsall  to  go  and 
request  the  governor  for  a  patent,  and  to  get  it  on  as  reasonable 
terms  as  they  can  ;  and  what  these  onr  deputies  do,  shall  be  as 
authentic  as  if  we  were  personally  present  ourselves."  Still  we 
find  them  unsuccessful;  and,  "At  a  town  meeting,  April  3, 
16S5,  there  was  chosen  by  a  major  vote,  John  Jackson,  John 
Tredwell,  and  Jonathan  Smith,  sen.,  to  go  to  York  to  get  a 
patent  for  our  town  upon  good  terms  as  possible,  and  what  our 
deputies  do  we  shall  feel  ourselves  obliged/' 

After  all  these  exertions  on  behalf  of  the  town,  a  patent  was 
finally  obtained,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  and  furnishes 
a  familiar  example  of  the  numerous  patents  issued  by  Gover- 
nor DouGfan,  out  of  which  lie  and  his  ofiiccis  contrived  to 
raise  no  inconsiderable  revenue  from  the  pockets  of  the  people. 

Thomas  Don^^can,  Lieutciiant-govrrnor  and  Vice-admiral  uii.der  his  Royal 
Highness  James  Duke  of  York,  of  JN'ew-York  and  iis  dependencies  in  America, 
to  all  whom  ihese  presents  shalicome,  sendetli  greeting:  whereas  there  is  a  cer- 
tain town  in  dueen's  County,  caUeu  and  known  by  the  name  of  Hempsted,  upon 
Long  Island,  sitnaie,  iyinz  and  beini;;  oii  the  south  side  of  the  Great  Plains,  h.av- 
ing  a  certain  tract  of  land  th  ni'unio  belongiii'^,  tlie  bounds  whereof  begin  at  a 
marked  tree  standing:  at  the  head  of  Matthew  Garrison's  Bay,  and  so  runnina: 
from  tiience  upon  a  direct  south  line  due  south  to  the  main  sea,  and  from  the  said 
tree  a  direct  north  line  to  the  Sound  or  East  River,  and  so  round  the  points  of  th.e 
necks  till  it  comes  tu  1  Icraii-ted  Ptarbor,  and  so  up  the  harbor  to  a  certain  barren 
sand-beach,  and  from^thi  i.uti  up  a  direct  line  till  it  comes  to  a  marked  tree  on  the 
east  side  of  Cantiagg-;  P.'i'U,  a'ld  tVom  thence  a  south  line  to  the  middle  of  the 
Plains,  and  from  tliencj  a  u;ie  ca>.r.  hue  to  the  utmost  extent  of  the  Great  Plains, 
and  from  tlience  upon  a  iti-aiu'ht  line  to  a  certain  tree  marked  in  a  neck  called 
Maskachouiig,  ami  so  tVoni  liioticj  up  a  due  south  line  to  the  south  sea,  and  tije 
said  south  sea  is  to  bo  th  •  sotuii  bounds  iVoin  the  east  line  to  the  west  line,  and 
the  Sound  or  East  P..lvcr  to  be  the  i'..i!  ih-:Tly  bounds,  as  according  to  several  deeds 
or  purcfiases  from  tii^-.  India  owix  rs,  an,!  tho  piiimt  from  the  Dutcli  govetiior, 
William  Kieft,  relaiioa  thereto  bcuig  iiad  doth  more  fully  and  at  large  appear. 

"Xow  Kiiow  Ye,  tht'.t.  by  virtue  la"  tin-  cnrniuissioii  an.d  authority  vuito  me 
given  by  his  Royal  fIi::h!V">s,  Jain.^,  D  ik'  of  Ymk  and  Albany,  Lord  Propri- 
etor of  this  Province,  in  cor.-id  jrati^-n  uf  rh--  pit  i.jisf;s  an<i  liu-  cpiit  rents  i;orein- 
after  reserved,  I  liave  :ri'^'-n,  i;ra!it-^i.  r  iiiutd,  au'i  confirmed,  aiu.l  by  these  pro- 
?'jni-i  do  irive,  gr.itit,  ratify,  i'lid  <;"ii:aia  uiito  Captain  John  Seaman,  Simoa 
Searln-,  J>>\\>\  Jai.-lc^  m.  J.iin  Vih--,  ^^-ninr,  Ru'hard  Gddersleave,  senior,  and  Na- 
thaniel Puuisai!,  a>  Pair!/,  f.-run  i  on  the  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  asso- 
ciates, thj  frech.ji.icr.s  u.:  1  oihabitaaiis  of  the  said  town  of  Hempsted,  their  heirs, 
successors,  and  aMi.\,s  i".-  evrr  ;  ail  the  betbre-reciicd  tract  and  tracts,  parcel  and 
parcels  of  land  and  isian  witlun  the  said  bounds  and  limits,  together  witii  all 
and  singular  the  woods,  und'-rvvouds,  jdains,  meadows,  pastures,  quarrii-s, 
laarshf-s.  waters,  lakes,  causeweiys,  rivers,  benches,  fishing,  hawking,  hunting 
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«.:;•!  f'iU-lin::,  witli  all  liberties,  pi-ivile<^es,  hereditatnov.s  a.u?  ; 
f>  i:  \  tr\n:f.  of  land  and  premises  b''*long-ing  or  in  sny  u  ,> 
lo  l;oki  the  said  tract  of  Itind  am!  premises,  witii  all  -v:;-, 
i-n  luocs  bef)re  mennoncd  and  intended  to  be  jriven,  iiraiiud, 
f  i  uuio  the  said  Captain  John  Seaman,  Simon  Se-irin  Ji 
Pine,  senior,  Richard  Gildersleave,  senior,  and  Nathan if^i  1 
teaices  and  their  associates,  tlieir  heir^;,  successors  ai;  i  a>- 
benefit  and  behoof  of  thent,  the  said  patente*'-s  and  U.rir  a- 
successors  and  assigns  for  ever;  to  be  holden  of  h;- 
heirs  and  assi^ais,  in  free  and  common  sr;ccii.re,  ac  ■.>;•;;;:- 
Greenwich  in  the  county  of  Kent,  in  his  Mai^  <Ly"s  !.  iiiyti.Mi 
vided  always,  that  neither  this  patent,  nor  any  i!dii_' 
construed  or  intend'^  to  the  prejudice  or  iiifi  iii  ::'  in- 
pretence,  which  his  Royal  Hi^^hness,  James  Dul".<:  <'f  \>'v\. 
Bors  now  hath  "or  iiereafier  niav  have,  to  a  c-.Tiain  tra.  •  .  fi  i 


CO  mm  on  IV  ca: 


kiio\,  n  b 


of  tliis  s  lii.l  p- 
Phuns,  and  a'i  th'^  \voodland  and  plains  beiwef.  n  ih''  : 
which  li'js  b-;-:v,  ixt  Piockaway  Mca; i-r.^-s  imv!  t';.;^ 
cast  with  i:'o-.:er's  M  fiidiow  Riv>-r.  and  on  tii-  v.  •  <  • 
likewise  one  entire  piece  of  laiTl  r,.^nr\ii)\i\s  a  li 
on  Cow-Ncck.  Audi  do  hereby  likf:wi>:-  c-rl;;, 
tentces  and  tlvoir  associates,  their  licirs.  suec.  ^ -.'i  s  . 
and  mTmunicies  belonging  to  a  town  whin  tl.;-  > 
ing  and  paying  yearly  and  every  ye  ir  at  tip'  i  f 
Higlmess,  or  to  s  .ch  ofnce  or  offices  as  by  lism  ^  :  i 
same,  twenty  busliels  of  g:ood  wirftor  wiieat,  or  f >  ir 
ney  of  New-York,  on  or  before  the  tv,-.  n'y  li;":  ii  li 
wherof,  I  liave  ca::.->'.d  these  pr'"-.s< n;-^  to  i,-.'  >  i.'--.  • 
oifice  of  the  s.ud  Province,  and  ;iie  j.aid:.'  >r 
si:ined  with  my  hand,  tiiis  sev.Miteci  lit  d.i\  nf  .\:m  li 
his  Majesty's  reign,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  t 
eighty-five." 

"J.  Spr-A'.;g,  Secretary."' 

Immeduitely  after  the  paicin  was  pro 
in  town  meeting-,  that  a  tax  of  two  tiiid 
should  be  assessed  upon  the  irc(  lM>!d<  r> 
frayin^:  the  price  oi^the  p  itent.  (h*'  t'Ap'ai 
in  obt-iining  it,  and  for  oili  T  p;ir[M>^.-. 
this  occasion  is  presinn-d  t.)  ■  a'i  t 

that  time  iti  the  town,  ati:l  is  tln-rcb)..-  v 
<is  exhibiting  the  names  of  ihc  }-ii:ieipal 
stead  in  the  year  1  Gb3. 


i  rai  the 

U1C.  and 


in  tii' 


a  h; 
■  id' 

■^'  S  f 

'I'ht.- 
he  ( 

mil; 


inpurtcnances,  (o  ih,e 
jiiTLuirdn^',  to  have 
[  sii:'_:ii'ai-  the  aj-^pur- 
r.aifi;  d,  and  confirm- 
■m  Ja-d-cson,  James 
'rorsall,  tilt'  said  pa- 
_ii.s.  ti.> the  proper  use, 
'i.-ijcia'ts,  thtir  heirs, 
I  n>  yal  Ii!i,hne£s,  his 
to  the  tt\nor  of  East 
!u  of  Ln,:!and.  Pro- 
. :  a  eoi::ained,  shall  be 
anv  ri:.lit,  claim  or 
li(  ;rs  and  succes- 
w  ithiii  the  bounds 
■     i  u  iuosread  Little 
aiai  t!;e  bar, 
i  '"A  ''i'tua't. 
1.;  -l<  d  \\a:--t 
::■■{-  .-.  lyii;  rand  being 
r  oi [  th""  v:-i;,i  pa- 

;;i.s,  ail  the  [aavih-gcs 
"\  irliliiii;-,  ri-.ider- 
i''M  under  ins  Ruyal 
plaited',  to  receive  the 
'  in  g"Od  currtait  mo- 
!  iridi.  Ill  testimony 
•  id  m  ^ferctary's 
:  i.  :r'-o.:o  arllxeJ  and 
t;nr;y-:  i-veath  year  of 
i-  and  six  iiundiud  and 

'rno>JA..>  DoNGAN." 


•<]  it  was  resolved 
tlf  pence  per  acre 
t!ie  town,  for  de- 
>i  those  employed 
tax  hst  made  on 
jwners  of  land  at 
y  of  preservatior 
.\bitants  of  He  nip- 
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in 


350 


HISTORY  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 


Navies.  Acres.    Names.  Acres.    Names.  Acr^s. 

Rubert  Dinge  22  Elias  Burland  25  Jcr.  Wood,  jr. 

:  Edmund  Titus  L'>0  William  Wciherle  30  William  Valentine  10 

Samuel  Titus  50  John  Pine  101  Robert  Bedell 

Hannah  Hudson  2-2  Joshua  Jncocks  88  Samuel  Pine  GO 

William  Gripman  25  Jonathan  Seaman  65  Tiiomas  Oakly  70 

John  Brick  27  George  Baldwin  ....  37  Jonailian  Burg  20 

Sam.  Raynor  43  Richard  Miiuhorne  100  Jcsepli  Ginnin  SO 

John  Serlon  100  Thomas  Gildcrslieve  10  Jos*  ph  Wiiliaras  100 

Simon  Seriou  171  Jonathan  Smith  1"^0  Richard  Valentine  71 

James  Pine,  sen.  500  Thos.  Southerds,  sen.  214  John  Bates  5 

ISathaniel  Pine               9  Thomas  Rushmore  277  JoiiP.  i]::ites,  jr.  53 

Solomon  Simmons  103  John  Cham{)ion  1S7  John  Elison  123 

William  Smith  100  Goodni_Sinuh,  sen.  200  William  Beachmon  130 

Richard  Deiiton  50  John  Carl  ~             "20S  Col.  Thos.  Dongan  200 

Josr-ph  Langdon  110  John  Mntt  70  Mr.  Sprag  '2^S 

Vv^iiiium  Jecoks             SO  Thos.  Euson,  sen.  270  Edward  Avery  70 

Thomas  Seaman  lOd  John  Eii.sun,  sen.  GO  Richard  Combs  20 

John  Sinitb,  jr.  Rock.  230  Rich.  Gilderslieve,  100  Eiias  Bailey  54 

Daniel  Bedell  130  Ricii.  GiM.  relieve,  jr.  2s0  John  Woiiy  139 

John  Williams  2 10  RiJ.Kird  Totten  65  Thos.  Daniels  24 

James  Pine  2-10  Artimr  Aibcrtus  52  William  Thorae  150 

Elias  Dorian  l^^MJ  John  Johnson  25  Robert  Hobs  21 

Aaron  Underdank  100  J  tm.-,  [Jcatcs  59  Robert  Flobs,  jr.  25 

-  ^Vid'.iw  Valcn-Line          10  Wii'i;ini  L.cs  40  Thomas  Hulcliings  IS 

Ecnj.  Simmons  151  4'liomas  Ireland  70  Nathaniel  Pearsal  23ti 

John  Morreil  ^137  Ptter  Jo!:i)i,m  50  14iomas  Pearsal  190 

Richard  Elison  '  OO  IL  nry  .Maniford  75  Henry  Willis  75 

Edward  Hare                70  ll'mry  Lininton  352  Cornelius  Barnes  100 

Christopher  Dean  *  100  Riclinid  l)sbi)rn  V--  1S3  John  Foster  55 

V/i!liam  Jones              66  C'b.jdiaii  Valentine       44  Captain  Seaman  400 

Samuel  Embree  100  ^Vui;)u•  AViUis  172  Sam.  Seaman  3 

Tim.  Halstead.  jr.         7'^  Hop.-  Wilhs   -  120  Juhn  Coc  l.')0 

Captain  Jackson  43'l  iT,irm:ni  J..!,!;  :  .m  25  John  Smith,  Rock.  50 

Samuel  Denton  210  B.u  nrs  El;! ---..a  53  Peter  Tutten  21 

Isaac  .Smith                  22  J.ic.'b  P'  t-'isun  25  Julm  Seaman,  jr.  5S 

John  Cornwell  50  John  Ih  ;<  il  40  AViili  im  Thicks'one  ^3 
Edward  CornwcU          50  Thoma-.  < ,  .nw-n      22  Dani.  1  P.^arsal 

.  Joseph  Balden  50  John  > u.  R.  ck.  50  Ge.>rg.--  P- arsal 

Jona.  Smith,  sen.  2-20  Abraiiam  .-^.i.-di  150  1  ] ..liry  Willis  i  10 

J"hii  Smith.  200  Edward  .^.'rag             «J2  Benj.  Bortsal  50 

Jo>'  pii  Smith  156  J.  iv-ni  di  lOO  William  Davis  50 

J..^'  i»u  W>.,jd               10  Juliu  Sia'.Lii,  blue  368  Jol- ph  ?Jott  t'O 

J.r.  \\'ond,  sen.  300  John  (.'arman  LSO  John  Tredwell  350 

Josias  Sfarr                  II  C^!.-b  Carman  160  Tim.  Habited,  sen.  30O 

Richird  >^ii'<  s  152  Benj.  Carman              70  James  Rjiy  50 

John  Town^eiid                 M-'se.^  Embree             70  /idam  Molt  01 

John  Do7enbora  100  H,Miry  Johnson  25  Harman  Flower  50 

John  Burland               25  Abraham  Fro^t           50  Jo.sepli  ?-!it  3-1 
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.\"  'ICS.  Acres.    J^'amcs.              ^Aors.  Acres. 

\\'.;l;;:iu  lU'^dT  55  Thiinias  Willis            30  Sam.  ??niiih  II 

J^iiii  ilav.kins  64  Robert  Miller    '          oG  i'a-r  Siuilh  11 

Saul.  Aikn  41  "William  Johnson         '2.')  Thuii.as  Sourlutvd,  jr.  (j'J 

V>'iliiani  Ware  83  Epliiaini  Valentine      40  Joliu  Soutliord  3 

John  Hubs  50  Robert  Bedell  ''"^           3  John  Robinftuu  109 

Ciiristr.  Yeomans  150 


From  the  above  list  of  inhabitants,  it  will  bo  seen  that  Col. 
Thomas  Dongan,  governor  of  the  province,  was  the  owner  of 
two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  town.  Ih;  hrid  a  larin  and 
country  residence  at  that  period  on  the  norili  side  of  ttic  plains, 
and  is  supposed  to  be  the  same  now  in  possession  of  tlie  lieirs 
of  the  late-  Tuthill  Reeve,  a  little  west  of  the  ])lace  called 
llyde-Park. 

On  tiie  G:h  of  April,  ITS  i,  an  act  was  ])asscd,  entiiled  A?i 
act  to  divide  the  ioa'n.skip  of  I Ic inpstc<id  in/o  tiro  hy 
which  it  was  enacted  that  all  tl)at  part  of  liie  said  towniship 
south  of  ihe  country  road  that  leads  Irom  Janinica.  tiearly  throuo;h 
the  middle  of  Hempstead  Plains,  to  llic  east  part  tiiereof,  should 
be  included  in  one  township,  and  be  thereafier  called  and  l^nowii 
by  the  name  of  South-If:  /nj>stcad  :  and  r.ll  the  residue  of  the 
said  township  of  Hempstc  al  should  lie  included  in  one  town- 
ship, and  be  thereatter  calle  d  and  knowji  i^y  thr  name  of  Xor/h- 
Fienipsicad.  That  the  inhabinniis  of  r  ithor  town  should  con- 
tinue to  enjoy  the  right  of  oysiering,  fisinn^-,  and  claunmng  in 
the  v/aters  of  the  other.  "^I'he  name  oi  Snuth-Uf  nipsfrad  v/as 
chanired  to  Hcmpsttd  by  a  snbsf'(jnt'nt  iki  j)a<sed  the  7th  of 
Aprif,  ISOI. 

It  is  believed  that  no  house  f jr  r^-iitr^^'!  •  v/orsliip  was  erected 
in  this  towii  beyond  the  limits  of  the  pn  v.'fit  vdlaiic  of  Hemp- 
stead, (except  at  Near-Rockaway. :  till  w  uIjui  seven  ynus  last 
past.  The  first  Presbyterian  church  v;a<  irtcttd  m  the  north- 
west part  of  the  village  in  the  ye  ar  l*)!-..  bcnii:  lour  years 
after  the  settlement  of  the  town,  and  the  charier  or  patent  from 
the  Dutch  irovernor.  It  stfiod  jM-ir  the  present  J>urly-Pond. 
Tiiis  buildhiir  was  twenty-four  U ^A  s<jua[e.  aud  continued  to  be 
occupw-d  till  1G73,  when,  At  n  toinf  //i>>{iiiLr.  held  the  first 
day  of  .A[.'ril,  lt»7o.  ^Ir.  Si-iunan  and  j'.dm  Smitli  [Blue]  were 
chosen  to  agree  with  Jobe|ih  Carpenter  to  budd  a  new  meeting- 
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house,  thirty  feel  lon^^.  ticcntij-tvo  ic'uh^  and  iicdve  feet  stiul, 
with  a  leanto  on  eacli  side.''  'i'his  iionse  was  erected  near  the 
spot  now  occupied  by  tfie  Episcopal  church,  and  came,  as  well 
as  tlie  church  l;\ncls,  into  the  possession  of  the  Episcopalians, 
by  wliom  they  have  since  been  held. 

The  Rev.  Ilichard  Denton,  a  Presbyterian  or  Independent, 
was  tlie  lirst  minister  settled  in  this  town.  He  Iiad  been  a  preach- 
er at  Hah  fax  in  England,  from  whence  he  came  to  Watertown, 
Massachusetts,  in  1634.  In  1635  he  removed  with  a  few  as- 
sociates to  Connecticut,  and  connaenced  the  settlement  of 
Weathersfield.  In  1611  he  went  to  Stamford,  and  in  1644. 
with  a  part  of  his  conorei^atioii,  came  to  Hempstead,  v/ho, 
with  a  few  otiiors  already  here,  assisted  in  organizing  the  set- 
tlement of  tlio  town.  He  remained  here  till  his  death  in  1663, 
the  year  preceding  the  conquest  of  New- York.  Cotton  Ma- 
ther, in  his  Magnaiia,  represents  Mr.  Denton  as  an  excellent  man 
and  able  preaciier,  and  that  he  left  behind  liim  a  manuscript 
syste7?i  oi  diri)uhj,  entitled  ^'oliloqiiia  ^Sacra"  which  was 
spoken  of,  by  tliose  who  had  seen  it,  in  liigh  terms.  Although 
many  of  his  posterity  still  remain  in  this  town,  no  trace  of  the 
work  spoken  of  lias  been  discovered  among  them.  It  has  not 
been  satisfactorily  ii^-certained  that  any  clergyman  was  settled 
here  from  tlie  decease  ot^  Mr.  Denton,  till  the  6th  of  TJay, 
16S2,  Vw^hen  the  town  agreed  to  invite  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  llo- 
bart  to  be  tlieir  miL'isi;  r,  and  agreed  to  give  him  a  three  acre 
lot,  where  it  vcfs  most  eo/u-utii/tt,  also  llliy  acres  of  woodland, 
to  be  taken  up  irhtrc  he  jdeds'  d  ;  his  cattle  to  have  liberty  of 
commons,  and  iiimseli  to  liave  the  use  of  all  the  parsonage  lands 
and  meadows,  li  was  likewise  agreed  that  a  house  should  be 
built  for  him  Uj)on  the  tov.-n  lot,  (where  the  Episcopal  parson- 
iige  now  stands),  thirty-eighi  leet  long,  eighteen  ieet  wide,  and 
ten  feet  between  tiie  j<>i:^t.^,  and  to  be  a  comfortable  house  to 
dwell  in.  Then  ibliow  t!ie  names  of  seventy-nine  subscribers 
to  his  salary  of  seventy  jxjunds  a-year,  with  fire-wood  free  cost. 
Tlie  salary  was  to  l^e  paid  m  corn  and  cattle  at  the  current 
price.  Mr.  Hol^art  wa-  tiie  son  of  the  Rev.  l-'eter  Hobart,  of 
Hingham,  3]a>.saehnseits,  and  brother  to  the  Rev,  Joshua  flo- 
bart  of  .Soiahrtld.  He  was  born  in  England  in  1630,  and  can.e 
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over  wi;h  his  father  while  a  child,  in  IGo.").  lie  giadualed  at 
ll.irvard  College  in  1650,  and  preached  hi  st  at  Topsheld,  Mas- 
b>aohnsctt3.  He  came  here  in  16S2,  and  soon  alter  niarned  a 
daugliter  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Whiting:  o[\Soiulia!n[)ton.  From 
hence  he  removed,  in  169G,  to  Haddam,  Connecticut  ;  v/here  lie 
died  in  1717,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven,  on  the  Sabbath,  be- 
tween meetings,  having  preached  in  the  ibruni^on  of  that  day. 
He  was  grandfather  of  the  celebrated  David  lh  ainard,  one  of 
the  most  admired  preachers  of  his  time.  I'or  more  than  one 
liundred  years  from  the  removal  of  31  r.  Hoijart,  the  i^jesby- 
terian  church  here  had  no  settled  clergyman,  depending 
upon  tlie  casual  preaching  of  missionaries,  or  upon  ministers 
hired  for  short  periods;  and  the  congrcga{ii)n  I  ecitme,  iii  conse- 
quence, much  diminished  by  the  union  of  uKuiy  of  it^  mem- 
bers v.-ith  the  Episcopal  church.  Tin.'  llvw  Ciiarles  Webster 
was  installed  the  pastor  of  tins  church  in  181^.  He  is  the  son 
of  the  late  Charles  K.  Webster,  of  AU)any.  and  gradujitcd  at 
Union  College  in  1813.  He  corainuL-d  Iktc  respectable  and 
useful  in  a  high  degree,  till  he  v/as  dlslni^^ed  at  his  own  re- 
quest in  1837.  By  his  industry,  zeal,  aiid  perseverance,  tlie 
church  edifice  was.,  enlarered,  and  the  con::rcgation  much 
Strengthened  and  increased.  He  is  now  coivjiortably  settled  at 
Middletown,  New  Jersey.  His  succ(^'^>or  is  the  ilcv.  Sylves- 
ter Woodbridge,  Jr.  son  of  the  Kev.  Sylvester  "Woodbridge  of 
New- York.  He  was  born  at  Sriaron.  ( 'onnecticut,  June  15, 
1SL3  ;  graduated  at  Union  College  in  183U  ;  a.rid  was  si  iiled  as 
the  minister  of  Westhampton,  SulioH;  CoujUy,  in  1731;  from 
whence  }ie  removed  to  this  place  in  17:^.7. 

A  new  Presbyterian  churcli  was  (^n.ctfd  in  the  village  of 
Hempstead  in  17G2,  v.ducli  was  miich  iiijinod  by  the  British 
troops,  wlio  had  })0sses<i0ii  of  it  diirni'r  tb.t-  rovoliuion,  ai]d  was 
finally  destroyed  by  lire  in  April,  l^rfui  The  ])resent  edifice 
was  erected  on  the  same  s))ot  a  fcvr  y*  ars  aUr-r,  and  was  cn- 
hirged  and  improved  in  l^-i."*.  In  the  ycar'lTOl,  the  town,  be- 
ing er.tirely  destitute  of  a  mini>ter,  made  application  to  the 
society  in  lungland  ior  ])ropagaling  the  gospel  :in  foreign 
parts.  In  pursuance  of  which  the  Kev.  .lohn  Thomas,  an  Epis- 
copalian minister,  arrived  in  170-1.  By  Ins  prudence  and  amia- 
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ble  conduct,  the  people  were  in  general  satislied  ;  and  he  con- 
tinued to  hve  upon  terms  of  mutual  respect  and  conlklence 
till  his  death  in  1724.  Jle  was  succeeded,  in  1725,  by  the  Rev, 
Thomas  Jenny^  with  wljom  the  records  ol"  tlie  Episcopal  cluirch 
commence.  This  ;;-ontleman  officiated  in  the  church  which  had 
been  erected  by  the  Presbyterians  in  1G73,  without  any  complaint 
or  opposition,  a  greater  partol  whom  became  in  the  end  reconcil- 
ed to  the  ceremonieS;  rites,  and  discipline  of  llie  Episcopal 
church.  In  173-i  this  edifice  was  taken  down,  and  another 
erected  on  the  same  spot,  or  very  near  it,  for  which  a  royal 
charter  was  obtained  in  173.3,  whereby  the  freeholders  and  in- 
habitants of  the  town,  in  connnutiion  with  the  church  of  En- 
gland, were  incor}»orato'h  by  iho  name  and  of  *S?. 
Georges  Chwrcu^  jltinjisitad  T  and  by  which  tlie  house  tlien 
built,  wnthhalf  an  acre  of  common  land  on  which  it  stood,  were 
granted  them.  This  church  was  occupied  from  that  period 
until  1622.  when  the  present  lar:ro  and  handsome  edifice  vras 
erected.  The  ceremony  of  dedication  being  performed  by 
Bishop  Hobart,  Sept.  jl>,  1^23. 

The  Kev.  ?Jr.  Jenny  removed  from  this  church  in  1742,  and 
was  succeeded  the  same  year  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Scabury. 
He  v/as  the  ffrst  niin:s{:'r  of  the  l.Cpiscopal  cluirch  at  New-Lon- 
doUj  where  he  v.'as'»ju!od  in  172S,  and  remained  till  his  remo- 
val to  this  parish,  v.  here  he  conliiuicd  till  his  decease,  June  15. 
1764.  He  left  behind  h:ni  a  character  that  is  held  in  high  es- 
teem, and  an  example  v.-ordiy  of  all  imitation.  His  son,  Sam- 
uel, born  at  Xew-Londun  in  17  23,  gin.duated  at  Yale  College 
in  1751.  succeeded  his  l;i,ther  as  minister  at  Ne\v-Londr>!^  ; 
and  in  17S4  was  created  bishop  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Isl- 
and, v,-hich  he  held  till  Ins  de;.r.h.  Feb.  25,  1790.  The  next 
minister  of  this  chnreh  v.'as  the  Rev.  Leonard  Cuttin.e,  gra- 
duated in  1751  at  Pembroke  College,  Oxford,  and  whom  an  at- 
tachment to  the  prmciples  of  liberty  had  induced  to  visit  our 
shores.  In  him  were  hajipily  blended  the  polish  d  habits 
of  a  ijentleman  with  an  extensive  and  profound  erudition. 
His  settlem.ent  iicr-.-  })lace  in  1766,  and  his  resignation  in 
17S4.  He  liad  been  a  tiUor  in  King's  College,  New- York,  va 
1756,  and  was  likewise  professor  of  classical  literature.  Af- 
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I'  r  his  settlement  in  this  town,  he  opened  and  maintained  a 
c!  i>Mc:i\  school  of  a  liiirh  order,  at  which  many  yonnnf  men 
'A't-f'  educated,  some  ot"  whom  subsequently  acquired  ^I'cai  emi- 
nence in  diflerent  pursuits;  among  this  number  maybemen- 
tmnod  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  L.  MitchiU  and  Ed\\^■lrd  Griswold. 
.Mr.  Cutting  was  succeeded,  in  ?>larch,  17S5,  by  the  Kev.  Tlio- 
mas  Lambert  Moore.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of  New-York 
in  1754,  and  received  his  education  at  King's  (now  Columlia) 
<  'ollege.  He  was  one  of  the  best  and  most  amiable  of  men,  and 
labored  zealously  and  successfully  for  the  interests  of  his  church 
and  people  till  his  death,  April  20,  1799.  The  Right  Reverend 
Richard  C.  IMoore,  Bishop  of  Virginia,  is  his  brother;  and 
t'stecmjd  one  of  the  most  able  and  eloquent  men  of  the  age. 
Alter  tlie  death  of  Mr.  Moore  the  congreg^ation  were  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  ]n*ocure  the  services  of  the  Rev.  John.  Heiu'v  llo- 
bart.  He  was  the  son  of  Enoch  Hobart  of  Philadelphia,  wiiere 
he  was  born,  September  14,  177  5.  Me  was  educated  at  Prince- 
ton College,  where  he  ei"aduated  in  1793.  llndetermuRd 
as  to  a  profession,  he  entered  u{:on  the  hnsmess  of  a  mer- 
chant, but  relinquished  it  for  "the  study  of  theology,  whicli  he 
pursued  under  the  direction  of  the  late  Rishup  \\  hite  of  Penn- 
sylvania. In  1795  he  was  enq>loyed  as  a  tutor  in  his  alma  ma- 
tt-r.  His  ordination  took  place'in  171>S.  'rhc  ja-xt  year  he  was 
settled  as  minister  of  Christ  Churcli,  New  I5s-iinswtck  ;  from 
whence  he  removed  to  Hempstead  in  jnm,  l^Hi).  Here,  ac- 
cordm^-  to  his  own  subsequent  declaration,  le*  p.issed  sonje  of 
his  happiest  days,  [lis  wile  was  a  daughter  oi  th  ^  lb  v.  Tiio- 
mas  ]>radt)nry  Chandler  of  lyiizabethtown,  a  man  of  euiinent 
talents,  atid  di^tiriguislaxl  Ibr  his  al'le  eoiuro\an>y  with  Dr. 
Cliaimcey,  and  a  nienirtir  of  the  Re\'.  Dr.  Jolinsun,  former 
president  of  Columbia  Collr^e.  In  Dee.  IMHI,  ;\lr.  Hobart 
was  invited  to  be  assistant  min!ster  oi  Trinity  Church, 
New- York,  which  lie  aa-eepi-  d.  a-^  a  sphere  of  greater  useful- 
nt\ss,  and  belt(n- suited  to  the  di>>;»lay  of  his  extraordinary  abili- 
ties. Jn  ISll  lie  was  eleeted  t'i.^linp  of  the  diocese  upon  the 
rt^ijuaiion  of  Hish')p  Aln'ire.  in  P  'J:)  he  visited  Europe,  in 
whicli  he'  mad"  the  tour  of  l']n'.:land.  Sc'^tland,  and  Switzerland  ; 
abo  Pionie,  ^\■nice,  and  i  iene'\"a  :  a.nd  retn.rncd  again  to  New- 
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York  ill  IS24.    Vvliileon  a  journey  to  the  western  part  of  this 
state,  lie  was  overtaken  by  disease  at  Auburn,  where  he  died, 
Sept.  12,  1830.    His  remains  were  brought  to  the  city  of  New- 
York,  and  interred  under  the  chancel  of  Trinity  Churcti,  where 
an  appropriate  monument  has  been  erected  to  his  memory. 
The  Rev.  Scth  Kart  was  the  successor  of  Mr.  Hobart  in  this 
tov/n.    He  was  born  at  Berhn,  Connecticut,  June  21,  1763,  and 
•£(raduatcd  at  Yale  Coiicge  in  17S4.    He  was  first  settled  as  a 
minister  at  Wallingtord,  where  lie  continued  about  six  years, 
and  removed  here  in  tlic  beginning  of  ISOl.    He  was  a  good 
classical  scholar,  possessing  a  mild  and  amiable  temper,  with  a 
disposition  social  and  benevolent.    Much  of  his  leisure  time 
v/as  devoted  to  tlie  instruction  of  yout!;,  and  he  acquired  a  high 
vepucatiou  as  a  teacher.    A  paralytic  attack,  in  1828,  disabled 
him  from  the  performance  of  the  more  active  duties  of  his  pro- 
fession, and  occasioned  his  resiu-nation  in  1629.     He  died  la- 
mented, the  16th  of  March.  1S32,  leaving  a  widow  and  several 
children.    His  eldest  son,  Vv'illiam  Henry  Hart,  is  an  Episco- 
pal cleriryman  at  Richmond,  A'iri/inia,  and  a  man  of  excellent 
character.    The  Rev.  Richard  1).  Hall  vv'as  born  in  Philadel- 
phia in  i7S9;  and^  after  officiating  in  several  churches  in  his  na- 
tive state,  ^ettled'lierc  i:i  1S2D,  where  he  was  faithful  and  assid- 
uous in  the  discharge  ol"  his  parochial  duties  till  1S34,  wlien 
be  voluntarily  resigned,  and  returned  again  to  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  succeeded  the  same  year  by  the  Rev.  William  M.  Gar- 
michael.    He  is  the  son  ot'?ylr.  James  Carmichael  of  Albany, 
where  he  was  born,  .lime  2S.  1S04,  and  graduated  at  Hamilton 
CoUep-e  in  1S2G.    In  1632  he  was  settled  at  Rye  in  the  county 
of  Westchester,  from  wiiunce  he  removed  to  this  town  in  Aug. 
1834;  and  lias  hitherto  !;'.b(U-ed  v/itli  fidt^lity  and  success  to 
cidvance  the  interest  and  prosperity  of  the  church  and  congre- 
e:ation.     A   beaiitiTul   or^ran  has  also  been  procured  ;  and 
Trinity  Cliapel,  at  L'a.r  K.  'c'.:away,  is  mainly  indebted  for  its  ex- 
istence to  his  zeal  and  i)or>everance.    This  chapel  has  been  fur- 
nished v/itii  a  IjcU  through  tlie  liberality  of  Joseph  and  Oliver 
T.  Hewlett  of  N«'w-Vork. 

Hu/np^tcud  Vilhrje.  the  larirest  and  most  populous  in  the 
jiown.is  pleasantly  siiu.ated  on  the  southern  margin  of  the  great 
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plains,  tv-enty-one  miles  from  New- York,  and  three  from 
Queen's  County  court-house.  It  contains  ten  streets,  mostly 
built  upon  ;  has  withm  a  square  mile  two  hundred  dwellings 
and  fourteen  hundred  inhabitants.  Tiie  public  buiidinp^s  are 
the  Presbyterian  and  Episcopal  churches  above-nicntionrd, 
a  large  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  erected  in  1S22,  and  the 
Hempstead  sem.inary,  incorporated  'May  2d.  1S3G,  and  complet- 
ed in  1838.  The  situation  of  the  seminary  is  well-chosen, 
and  the  building  a  handsome  specimen  of  mucif.rn  architecture, 
combining chasteness  and  elegance  with  utility  and  conveni- 
ence. It  is  sixty  by  forty  feet,  two  stories  iiii:h.  besides  base- 
ment and 'attic;  the  whole  surmounted  by  a  balustrade  and 
cupola.  From  tlie  commanding  position  and  i^oneral  appear- 
ance of  t'his  noble  structure,  it  may  be  consid'jrc'i  tijo  crowning 
ornament  of  the  village,  and  creditable  alike  to  the  character 
and  intelligence  of  the  stockholders.  I'nder  tlie  superinten- 
dence of  its  present  eillcient  insUuctor,  it  CiUUiot  lail  to  attain 
a  distinguislied  rank  among  the  kindred  mstitnuons  ot  this 
state.  In  the  village  there  are  four  houses  ol'  cnterlaiiunent, 
twelve  dry  goods,  grocery,  and  provisK-n  stores,  a  printing- 
office,  fire-engine  co^'ipany,  two  drug  stores,  two  carriage- 
makers,  two  saddle  and  harness-makers,  a  sash  and  biind- 
rnaker,  two  butchers'  stalls,  three  blacksmiths.  ;i  l.;ik*-r.  a  stone- 
cutter, a  tanner  and  currier,  two  cabinct-mMkcr.-;,  two  <'nn- 
smiths,  two  watch-m.akers,  and  various  other  iJiv.'cl!,!:i!C>  .-aid 
artisans.  The  streets  of  the  village  were  hr^Lna;i]'  d  in  l^iU, 
and  others  have  been  since  laid  out.  A  press  w;is  »>t:ibl;shrd 
hereby  William  Hutchinson  and  Clenieni  V.  l.e  l-'*'v:e  on  llse 
8th  of  iMay,  1830,  when  was  ]uibIiN!k  d  th'j  fir-t  iinint.'-^r  of  the 
^'Long  Island  Tcleu-ra/fh  and  (.Unrnil  A'f;-f  riisrr.'^  wliicli 
title  was, on  the  Utti  of  rsovenil)er,  1^31,  altered  to  th.e  '•  ileinp- 
stead  Inquirer'^  The  establislniifnt  was  translbrred  to  James 
G.  Watts  in  April,  1^33  ;  and  at  Iiis  d-ath,  June  23,  1S34,  the 
publicatioli  devolved  um\  his  son,  Janit  s  G.  Watts,  who  con- 
ducted it  till  3Iay,  1S3S,  wli-  n.  it  was  assigned  to  John  W. 
Smith,  tbie  present  editor  nnd  propri'^tor.  In  this  village  is  also 
located  the  otlice  of  the  Lon'^  Isbmd  Farfncfs  Fire  Insur- 
ance Com.pany-'  mcorporated  April  20,  1833,  with  a  capital  of 
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$50,000.  and  has  been  thus  for  a  profitable  institution.  The 
Long  Island  rail-road  is  two  miles  north  oftlie  village,  to  con- 
.nect  it  witli  which  a  branch  rail-road  is  now  constructing. 

In.  the  Episcopal  cemetery  are  the  graves  of  the  late  Henry 
Eckford  and  three  of  his  children  ;  one  of  whom  was  the 
widow  of  the  lamented  Dr.  Drake,  a  gentleman  highly  esteemed 
as  a  man,  a  scholar,  and  a  poet.  Mr.  Eckford  was  for  many 
years  one  of  our  most  valuable  and  active  citizens.  A  native 
of  Scotland,  he  came  to  New-York  when  a  young  man,  and 
engaged  extensively  in  ship-building.  By  his  great  industry 
and  enterprise  he  acquired  a  fortune,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  the  community.  His  wife  v.^ns 
Miss  Marion  Bedell,  of  Hem]jstead.  As  an  able  and  skilful 
shipwright,  he  had  lew  equals  and  no  superior;  in  the  fuU 
tide  of  success  and  in  the  zenith  of  pros])erity,  he  was  suddenly 
subjected  to  heavy  pecuniary  embarrassmient,  vrhich  resulted 
in  the  sacrifice  of  a  lar:::e  portion  of  his  property,  and  induced 
him  to  seek  elsewhere  the  means  of  repairing  his  broken  for- 
tunes. In  1S30  we  fnid  him  at  Constantinople,  patronized  and 
employed  by  the  Sultan  of  Turkey,  irj  the  construction  of  a 
navy,  upon  terms  which  evinced  the  high  confidence  reposed 
in  him  by  tlib  government.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1S32 
he  was  attaclied  by  an  acute  disease,  which  hi  a  few  days  termi- 
nated his  valuable  lite.  His  body  was  brought  to  the  United 
States  in  one  of  his  own  vessels,  and  interred  in  this  village  on 
the  22d  of  February,  iSo3. 

77ie  Village  of  J>:rustilcni  is  upon  the  eastern  boundary  of 
the  town,  atid  was  soUl -  d  in  10G»i  by  Captain  John  Seaman 
and  his  six  sons,  to  whom  a  s])ccial  patent  was  granted 
by  Governor  Xicolls  lor  a  considerable  tract  of  land  there 
previously  purchased  by  them  from  the  Mcrokc  tribe  of 
Indians.  Its  location  is  [ik^asant,  and  tlie  population  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  Friends  have  a  meeting-house 
here,  erected  in  1827,  a  lar2:e  portion  of  the  inhabitants  being 
of  that  denomination. 

The  ViUn!2c  nf  year  Jinch-aira)/  ]s  about  five  miles  south- 
westerly of  the  vilhige  of  Hempstead,  and  is  conveniently  situ- 
ated at  the  head  of  Ilockaway  Bay,  which  can  bo  approached 
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!iV  vessels  of  sixty  or  eighty  tons.  Here  arc  several  stores, 
a  lumber-yord,  ship-yard^  grist-mill ;  wliich,  with  a  few  coasting 
sloojis  and  schooners  owned  herC;  make  it  a  phice  of  much 
activity  and  business.  In  the  Bay,  nearly  oj^posilej  is  Hog- 
I^Iand,  containijig  about  six  hundred  acres  of  upland  and 
meadow,  and  which  has  given  name  to  the  ]n-incipal  inlet  from 
trie  ocean.  In  the  Bay  arc  extensive  tracts  of  salt-meadow,  as 
is  the  case  upon  the  whole  soutli  shore  of  the  town.  A  Method- 
ist church  was  erected  in  the  vicinity  in  1790,  and  the  first 
belonging  to  that  denomination  in  the  hounds  of  Hempstead. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  features  in  the  -T'ography  of  this 
town  is  Far-Ilockaway,  wliicli  lias  lor:g  been  celebrated  as  a 
fasliioriable  watering-piaco,  iiavijig  been  aniuially  visited  by 
thousands  in  pursuit  of  pure  air  and  tiir  hixnry  cH' s*>a- bathing. 
The  waves  of  the  ocean  break  upon  the  be;!eh,  which  unites  at 
this  place  with  the  uplaiid.  The  house  most  fre(]uently  resort- 
ed to  in  former  times  has  been  ren?oved,  and  its  place  sup- 
plied by  an  establishment  more  befiUing  the  unrivalleil  beauty 
and  sublimity  of  the  situation.  Tiie  cia-n-:  r-stone  of  the  ^Marine 
Pavilion  was  laid  the  first  day  of  June,  lh?>'J,  with  a}>propriate 
ceremonies.  It  is  a  large  and  splendid  edifice,  standing  upon 
the  margin  of  k^ie  Atlantic  ;  and  lias  iiiilierto  been  kej>i  in  a  style 
not  excelled  by  any  liotel  m  the  l  iuon.  Tli«>  main  building  is 
two  hundred  and  tliirty  ieet  Iront,  with  wmgs,  one  of  which  is 
seventy-five  and  the  other  forty-five  f,';  t  le)i'g.  Tlie  jieristyles 
arc  of  the  Ionic  ordor.  the  jilazza  being  two  iiundred  and 
thirty-five  feet  in  length  by  twenty  in  v/idth.  'J'he  slee{)ing 
iipceftnients  number  our-  hundred  a:;d  sixty.  Tlie  diiiiijg--rooni 
is  eighty  feet  long,  and  the  drawing-rtHini  tifty.  It  was  erected 
by  an  association  of  gentlemen  of  the  city  o!  New-"^'urk".  the 
cost,  including  titc  land  and  s!'in<liM::  furnilure,  n  bj'.OOO,  and 
was  sold  to  the  present  owner.--.  Stepli'  ti  ^'flniuey  and  Charles 
A.  Davis,  Esquires,  for  Niiii.t.ifKK  m  May,  I^'Mk  Tiie  atmos- 
phere liero  is  fresh,  cool,  and  delmhtlul  :  invalids  soon  find 
themselves  benefiued,  and  all  exp'^iriK/e-  fr''>!i  inspiration  and 
increa.sed  viiior  l^y  rcjieati'd  phmur;.  In  the  ocean.  One  of  the 
best  private  boa.rdinir-hou^ts  ne  ir  this  plitce  is  Uodc-Hallj 
originally  Laiilt  f^r  a  fa  iii'y  residence  bv  the  late  Dr.  Martm. 
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Over  one  of  the  fire-places  in  tliis  house  is  a  beautiful  painting 
of  a  di'dd  and  aV'-,  said  to  have  been  executed  on  the  spot  by 
the  ^^reat  American  artist,  John  Singleton  Copley,  father  of 
Ld.  Lyndhurst,  late  cliancellor  of  England. 

Col.  BfTSJAMiN'  Birdsall.  It  is  unfortunately  the  case  v/iih  many  of  the. 
disliii-uisLed  aoiors  u\  the  revolution,  and  in  idation  to  the  subject  of  this 
noii<-.  m  [  -uiifuuir,  that  few  events  in  their  history  have  been  preserved.  The 
truth  is,  that  i;i;u!v  m^.n  of  exalted  patriotism,  who  tilled  their  respective  parts, 
l>'j;!i  in  j.uhlio  an  !  ['ii'.aie  life,  witli  Isonor  and  usefulness,  were  naturally  unob- 
triisiv,  !.!;r-!!iM til''  ev^'U  tf  nor  of  their  way  without  parade  or  ostentation. 
Ai.-«". .:  i. v.h),  m  (1: -crisis  that  7/u:-7i\s  s^ju/^-.  devoted  their  best  years 

tot:.<  >-i\:-:r  of  iiKir  country,  was  Benjaniin  Birdsall.  He  was  descended  from 
J.'.  .i!.'.---'ur  of  thi.' .<;nnc  name  among  the  early  inlud)itants  of  Hempstead,  and 
V. .  t  r  ::;!.;rattd  from  Eii2:land  in  Ui57.  He  was  the  son  of  Tijomas  Birdsall,  and 
V  .i ii  ir;  tiiis  town  S.pii.-ii^.ber  17,  173G.  Being  intended  by  iiis 'father  for  the 
(,Ci  ..j;ai:'»n  of  a  Taira.?i,  i;c  eiijoyed  no  other  advantages  lur  education  than  such 
fts  aa  ordinary  country  S':hooi  at  that  day  atTorded.  Blest  with  a  good  natural 
undvritanding,  and  having  a  fondness  for  reading,  lie  was  enabled  in  a  few 
years  to  accnure  a  valuable  stock  of  general  and  useful  information,  which  sub- 
i-.C4it"nt  observation  did  not  fail  m.aterially  to  improve.  He  married  Freelove, 
dau/hier  of  !Major  William  Jones  of  Oyster-Bay,  by  whom  he  had  several  chil- 
dren. The  revolutionary  contest  having  ccmnienced,  presenting  to  the  consider- 
ation of  every  patriot  matters  of  high  interest,  Air-  Birdsall  did  not  liesitate  as  to 
the  course  he  ought  to  pursue,  Apfirehensions  were  entertained  that  it  v/as  the 
intention  of  the  enemy  to  invade  Long  Island,  and  it  became  indispensable  that 
measures  shor.ld  be  adopted  to  prevent  or  repel  the  attempt.  Having  obtained  a 
captairi'sTomndssion,  }\hi.  Birdsall  was  enabled  to  procure  about  sixty  volun- 
I'^vr-,  with  whoiu  lie  marched  to  the  west  end  of  the  island  in  the  summer  of 
1770.  and  aided  the  forces  under  General  Putnam  in  throwing  up  entrencli- 
ments  up  oi  the  h-  iu-his  of  Brooklyn.  He  was  actively  engaged  in  the  battle  of 
tlie -7^1  of  Augu St,  ITTi^  v/hich  resulted  so  disastrously  for  the  Americans,  aud 
iri  v.  hioh  gr'-at  nuiii'.M  i  s  v/ere  killed  and  wounded.  He  retreated  with  the  aniiy 
to  Ne\v-Y"rk,  ni:\;\--l:  '.i  wiih  them  when  they  left  the  city,  and  encamiieci  at 
Hvuhiciu  S.  '>n  this  event,  a  circumstance  occurred  which  exiii- 

biscd  ill  u.'I.i  r.MrTi'i't  imiLiiidily  and  patriotism  of  Captain  Birdsall.  An 
Ai;-.'  r!.':ai  ^•  !.  u^d'  i;  v.-i'h  l\,ur  for  the  ru-niy,  had  been  cajiturcd  by  the  Bri!i^^h 
in',;;.  S.^ai.d-,  as. li  <,';_''.  >;i.  i^iid.-.all,  bi/iicviug  she  might  be  retaken,  <'dV  red.  if 
I;!"-  vm-!  ;'.\l;;nj  v.  <  a,  ,>ii'\  d  l>y  )a.s  sujicrior  o'liccr,  to  superintend  the  enter- 
jcs-  in     rv.n.    'J'ii'-  pr.     ^   d  uir;  tiic  appnibatiou  of  the  cojumanding  I'tncer. 

a  \\\-  t.  ip'ijiii,  widi  ,i  !  -  !.  .'t  n.u-ii,  made  the  experiment,  and  succeeded  in 
'  •  '  '  \'  -:  <  It,>  r  "1 )  ;i,.al  d<..s!ination.  But  it  so  happened' that  him.self 
a    ,         '  t  1.,-,  i.i.  a  vv-  i  ■  •  .•..  !!  p;-ivO"(,i-s  by  the  enemy.    It  was  his  fate  to  be 

'  .  ,    •.  r,,  I!  ciilLithe  Provost,  under  the  surveilance  of  that  mon- 

>'  '■  '    ■    '■  ■  '  'i-ai  liinjus  Cunrdngham.    He  requested  the  use  of  pen, 

»••■•''  •■  ■  •  :  .  ■  '  :  .  :  ■  p  .11  o-  i-  of  acquainting  his  family  of  his  situation.  On 
b<  i!i..:  ■  ',  iM  :  '  a  ; I  illy,  which  drew  from  the  keeper  some  opprobrious 
cpuhv;:^,  u,coi;i(>:u.i-d  b)'  u  thiusl  of  his  sword,  which  penetrated  tb^  shoulder  of 
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his  victim,  and  caused  the  blood  to  flow  freely.  lit  in.-^  U;'  h-d  up  ;i!one  in  a  fiuiiv 
CiPariuieii',  and  denied  any  assi.^tance  wiiaiever,  li.:  was  iilh.'.:.d  in  d:i -;.s  i:;.; 
W'H;ril  Wi'ii  his  own  linen;  and  there  to  enc.iure,  iii  s  .!i;ui;c  a.  d  t\>:iy 
ifidi'ji'nty  which  the  malice  of  the  Provo.st-uiarslja!  ui-''^:d  i/uii  to  ii,::'  r  n;  "ii  a 
<!-i:.iri  d  r'Jjel,  who,  he  declared,  "  oii^^k' lf>  I/c (^Mi-r  d  NV.i-'i-.i  g 'M', 
wiien  made  acquainted  witii  lii^  situation,  took  ni-asures  to  h.i v-'  <  v. ; an  i 
children  conveyed  frt'Ot  Long  Ish^nd  to  Duver  m  Dut  jiiC:=s  Cou.ny,  v, r.-  t!,  y 
ronialiicd  duriijg  the  v/ar.  During  ins  incarceration,  Caj  t.iin  BiiusuU  \'. .  u.- 
orcd  with  the  commission  of  colonel,  an'l  after  a  few  miserable  months  of  ci.i.iiDr:- 
ment  and  starvation,  an  exchange  took  place,  by  whicli  ho.  was  ajain  s<.t  at 
liberty. 

So  great  was  tlie  sympathy  of  the  public  for  his  suiYerings,  and  confidence  in 
his  patriotism  and  intelligence,  that  in  1777  he  was  chosen  a  mensber  of  the 
assembly  by  the  people  of  his  native  county,  in  which  body  he  continued  till  the 
establishment  of  peace  in  1783.  He  soon  after  returned  with  his  famiiytolus 
farm,  whicn  he  tound  had  sutfered  much  devastation  by  those  who  had  po>S(.>S'xl 
it  in  his  absence.  In  17'Jl  he  disposed  of  it,  and  removed  to  the  mills  which  he 
ONvaed  ne?a-  t'l-i  vi;!:A::(e  of  Jerusaleni,  where  he  died,  high.ly  bclov-d  and 
regretted,  July  -JO,  ITOd. 

Bcnjaiuia  Birdsall,  Esq.  of  the  city  of  New-York,  a  gentleman  equally  uiian- 
guished  f.)r  hi.>  en-rgy  and  perseverance,  as  for  his  intelligence,  pairiuiiini,  ..u.d 
moral  wortli,  is  tiie  only  surviving  son  of  Colonel  Bird::alL 

TOWN  OF  NORTH-HEMP.S'iEAD, 

Is  bounded  north  by  the  Sound,  east  by'  Oyster-nar,  south 
by  Hempstead,  c,nd  west  by  Fhishin^r.  Tiiis  town  was  f'r!i;i- 
nally  iiichided  within  tlie  hrnils  of  IIenr.»stead.  but  bv  an  ;ict 
passed  the  Gth.  of  April.  178-1.  entitled  Afi  act  lo  dir'nlc  t/m 
toicnsJiip  of  Hempstead  into  tiro  toiDn>:y  '\i  was  declar^.tl  that 
^'  all  tliat  part  of  the  said  township  of  Heujpstead  north  of  the 
country  road  tliat  leads  from  Jamaica  nearly  through  th''  mid- 
dle of  Hempstead  Plains  to  the  east  part  thereof  shall  l'-  in- 
cluded in  one  township,  and  be  hereat'ter  called  and  kiiown  by 
the  name  of  North-Henjpstcad."  Tlie  town.  {hi.'i''.!ort'_,  hnvifici; 
had  no  separate  existence  j)revious  to  the  yt-ar  17S  1,  <-:u\  pos- 
sess no  public  records  extendiuG^  beyond  that  iieriud  ;  and  the 
early  history  of  its  settlement  bein,2"  blend-^d  with  that  of  the 
original  towi],  little  remains  to  bo  said  upon  tins  branch  of  the 
subject.  The  improvements  whicii  have  taken  place  in  the  tov.ni 
since  its  separation  and  its  present  a[)pearance  is  all  that  can  be 
expected,  and  amounts  to  a  m-'re  descriptive  account  of  things 
as  they  at  pr-jsent  exist.    The  surface  of  this  town  is  in  many 
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respects  different  from  that  of  Hempstead,  having  a  nd'^Q  of 
IiillSj  a  portion  of  tlie  spine  of  Long  Island,  passing  through 
it  from  east  to  west ;  the  land  south  of  this  elevated  tract, 
partakmg  in  some  degree  the  nature  of  tlie  }ilains,  while  that 
on  the  north  is  rough  and  often  stony.  Indeed,  all  that  portion 
of  the  island  lyitig  between  the  villages  of  i^'iushing  on  the 
west  and  Huntington  on  tlie  east,  bounded  north  by  the  Sound 
and  south  by  the  hills,  deserves  particular  notice,  for  the  pe- 
culiarity of  its  general  teatures.  This  tract  is  indented  for  iialf  its 
width  between  the  ridge  and  Sound  by  seven  largo  bays  or  har- 
bors, called  by  tlie  several  names  of  Flushing-i3ay,  Lurle-Xeck- 
Bay,  Manhassetl-Bay,  (formerly  Cow-Bay,)  Hempstead-Harbor, 
Oyster-Bay,  Cold-Spring,  and  Huntington-Harf  or.  These  sheets 
of  water  occur  in  re^'ular  succession,  beinu"  hvin  four  to  six 
miles  in  length,  and  having  in  their  general  form  a  u-cdge-likc 
shape,  with  mouths  or  entrances  from  one  to  three  miles  wide  ; 
and  is  in  almost  every  case  defended  by  a  sand-beach,  a  sort  of 
natural  break- water,  formed  by  the  continual  action  of  the 
tidal  currents,  and  leaving  in  some  instances  only  a  pa^sa::^e- 
way  or  channel  for  vessels.  The  distance  from  the  west  side 
of  Flushing-Bay  to  the  east  side  of  Huntington-Harbor,  in  a 
direct  i-^ne  is  about  twenty-eight  miles;  while,  follov/ing  the  in- 
dentations of  thc'coast  produced  by  these  bays,  will  make  the 
distance  upwards  of  eighty  miles  ;  forming  an  extensive  water- 
front, presenting  a  great  variety  of  surface,  abounding  in  fine 
scenery,  in  v/hich  the  cultivated  field,  the  forests,  the  waters  of 
the  bays,  the  broad  expanse  of  theSound,  whitened  with  the  saijs 
of  commerce,  t!ie  mill,  the  farm-liousc,  and  the  country  residfuco, 
alternately  attract  the  attention  and  delight  the  eye  of  the  ad- 
mirer of  the  beautiful  and  picturesque.  The  soil  in  general, 
especially  upon  the  necks,  is  fertile  and  productive.  Its  undii- 
lating  surface  presents  a  greater  varieties  of  soil,  and  is  adapted, 
ot  course,  to  diiTerent  kinds  of  cultivation.  The  timber  js 
abundant,  and  of  the  most  valuable  kinds,  as  well  foi  huikhng 
ai>  tor  fuel.  The  locust-tree  llourishes  in  this  region,  particu- 
larly U[)on  -^dunliassett  and  Great  Neck.  The  tradition  tXi^'s, 
that  the  lii.^t  of  this  kind  of  tree  ever  known  here  was  broM  ht 
from  Virgmia  a  century  and  a  half  d^o,  by  a  3lr.  SanjJ>,  wii.>, 
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with  his  two  brothers,  came  from  Block-Island,  and  purchased 
the  land  in  the  vicinity  of  what  is  now  called  Sands's  Point,  in 
the  year  16SG.  From  a  few  trees  planted  here  by  this  person, 
all  the  locust  trees  nbw  upon  this  part  of  houii;  Island  are  sup- 
posed to  have  been  derived.  Almost  every  farm  in  the  town 
has  its  forest  of  locust,  and  in  some  instances  extends  to  fifty 
and  a  hundred  acres.  Agriculture  is  the  principal  pursuit  of 
the  people  of  this  town,  yet  a  considerable  number  are  engaged 
»  in  navigation,  in  mercantile,  and  mechanical  employments. 
The  average"  size  of  the  farms  being  from  scventy-fivc  to  three 
hundred  acres.  Fine  crops  of  Indian  corn,  wheat,  rye,  oats, 
and  grass  are  annually  grown  ;  the  system  in  general  pursued 
'  is  a  rotation  of  different  crops;  and  the  great  ficilities  for  ob- 
taining manure  from  the  city  of  New- York  have  induced  the 
extensive  use  of  asiies,  street  manure,  h-one,  v^c. 

The  country  between  Flushing  and  1  Juninj.rtcu  roiisists  of 
a  succession  of  promontories  formed  by  the  !):iys  before  men- 
tioned, containing  from  two  to  forty  5;(]uare  miles  ( ach.  Tfjc 
villages  at  the  head  of  the  bays  are  connectrd  tugoilier  by  the 
North-Hempstead  turnpike,  which  ranges  acioss  tlie  north  ])art 
of  the  necks  ;  and  from  which,  to  the  head-lands  formed  by  tlicse 
promontosjes  into  the  Sound,  the  distance  va.ries  from  two  to 
six  miles.  Over  this  surface  are  to  be  found  residences  of  a 
superior  orddr,  and  inhabited  by  a  class  of  nien  v;lio  are  among 
the  most  valuable  citizens,  independent  farn^.ers,  living  upon 
their  own  estates,  whose  attention  is  devoted  to  their  injprove- 
mont,  and  to  the  encouragement  of  arts  and  industry 
those  around  them.  So  long  as  t.his  class  of  men  are  |>ros{>or- 
ous,  with  the  influence  that  justly  belongs  to  thenj.  all  that  is 
valuable  in  our  public  institutions  will  ho  pre^;«:rv<'d,  ii!  t-rty  be 
secure,  industry  rewarded,  soun<3  morals  prevail,  and  just  con- 
ceptions of  our  social,  political,  and  moral  <iuties  will  preserve 
the  character  of  the  people  from  dcLrradation. 

This  is  the  county  tovvn  of  Uuecn's  County  ;  the  court-house 
and  jail  are  located  upon  the  northern  side  of  the  Great  Plains, 
having  been  erected  in  17SS.  One  ot  the  greatest  natural  cu- 
riosities in  this  town  is  tlie  beauriful  pond  at  Lake v ill e^fovmeYly 
called  Success  Pond,    it  is  situated  in  a  deep  basin  upon  the 
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liighest  part  of  the  ridirc  of  liills  extending-  throiu^li  Long  Island, 
perfectly  clear  and  ol  great  deptfi.  It  is  about  five  hundred  rods 
in  circumference,  surrounded  by  a  liioh  bank,  and  is  altogether 
a  romantic  and  beautiful  object.  It  was  stocked  with  the  yel- 
low perch  many  ycais  since  by  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mitchill, 
who,  in  the  tiiird  vol.  of  the  T^Iedical  Repository,  says  ;  ^'  Li 
1790/7??/  Uncle  Uriah  Mitdiill,  slier  iff  of  Qi/cen's  Count?/,  and 
7nfjself,  }[•€}} t  to  ]tonl:o}iko}na  Pond  in  iStffolk  Counfij^  a  dis- 
tance of  forty  ?nilcs,  in  a  irag-on,  for  the  jmrijosc  of  tran- 
sporliif^  alive  som.e  of  the  yellow  perch  from  thence  to  Suc- 
cess Pond.  M  e  tool:  abont  three  dozen  of  tJiose  least  injured 
by  the  /ioo!:^  and  put  all  but  tico  into  iSu.ccess  Pond  in  ffood 
condition  :  and  in  tiro  years  tJiercafter,  they  had  so  multiplied 
as  to  be  anight  by  the  h'yuh  in  every  pari  of  Lite  Pond" 

Ufikeville  has  long  l)cen  a  place  much  resorted  to,  and  al- 
ways greatly  admired  by  llic  lovers  of  natural  scenery  ;  and 
now  that  a  large  nud  convenienl  hotel  has  been  erected,  and 
other  impvovements  made  by  th>e  taste  and  liberality  of  its  own- 
er, cannot  fail  of  lioconiin^  a  stili  more  interesting  spot  to 
those  who  appreciate  the  pleasures  of  a  country  life,  and  who 
delight  to  revel  in  all  iis  luxuriajice  of  landscape,  here  so 
bccwUiluliy  displayed.    (J reai-iSecl:^  formerly  called  Aladnan^s 
Neck  J  comprises  many  hundred  acres  of  fertile  and  well-culti- 
Tated  land.    It  contains  several  handsome  private  residences  ; 
and  among  others,  that  of  l^obert  "\V.  Mott.  Esquire,  is  a  rural 
paradise,  possessitig  every  charm  which  can  delight  the  eye 
and  gratiiy  the  man  of  taste.    ]>etwcen  tliis  neck  and  ]\Ianhas- 
set,  is  the  bay  fornv;-r!y  callud  1  Imrs-Jiay,  and  sometimes  Scout's- 
Bay.    One  Daniel  U'?\\\  aiid  a  lew  associates,  haviiig  attempted 
a  settlement  here  in  lbl<),  i  nt  were  driven  otf  by  Cvovernor 
Kiefi,  who  sent  a  sc.:>ut  (nr  ro!),s(at)!ii)  v/ilh  a  guard  of  soldiers 
for  that  purpose.    M'inhass<  t  \^  the  name  lately  substituted  lor 
Coiv-XecL-,  and  dosiuiiau.^  ;i  nrh  wwaI  fertile  tract  lying  between 
liie  last-mentioned  bay  «"^nd  I h  //i/>s/ead  jJarbor.    It  contains 
between  fair  nnd  live  thonvaiid  a.eres  of  first-rate  land,  and  is 
cultivaiL-d  m  the  l-'.s'  in.-eui"  r  l»y  skilful  and  experienced  farm- 
ers.   At  the  head  ra*  this  neci:.  and  situated  on  the  !\orth-I-]emp~ 
stead  turnpike,  is  as?riail  clr.st^^r  of  buildings,  consisting  of  three 
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houses  for  public  worship,  a  tavern,  academy,  and  two  or  three 
private  dwelUngs.    The  Dutch  church  was  erected  in  ISiT  ; 
the  Episcopal,  called  Christ  Church,  in  1803  ;  the  Friends'  ineet- 
ing  house,  many  years  before  ;  and  the  acadcuiv  attached  to 
Christ-Church,  in  181S;  in  which  tiiere  is  a  pubhc  library 
of  five  or  six  hundred  volumes.    Plandome^  the  residence  of 
Singleton  Mitchill,  Esq.,  was  originally  purchased  by  Malhias 
NicoUs,  secretary  of  the  colony  during  the  administration  of 
Richard  Nicolls,  first  English  governor  of  New- York,  a  patent 
for  which  was  issued  in  1G70.    This  purchase  contained 
six  hundred  acres.    Mr.  Nicolls  died  here  in  1690,  iiaviiig 
devised  the  estate  to  liis  son  William,  who,  in  171S,  conveyed 
the  same  to  Joseph  Latham  for  £2,250.    At  the  most  northerly 
part  of  rvlan basset  is  Sands  s  Pointy  so  called  from  the  name  of 
the  first  purchaser.    It  is  one  of  tlie  most  deliglitfiil  sitnaiion^; 
that  can  be  imajiined.    A  light-house  Wiis  erected  here  in 
1809,  at  an  expense  of  §S.500.    It  is  of  stone,  of  an  ociairoijal 
shape,  and  eis^hty  f^et  in  heiglit.    Near  this  [dace  ihtrv  was 
formerly  a  rock  of  immense  size,  called  Kldd's  Ror/r,  iioiii  a 
belief,  generally  entertained,  that  the  noturious  freebooter  liaJ 
made  valuable  deposites  in  the  vicinity  ;  and  parties  of  infitnat- 
ed  adve/iturers  used  occasionally  to  resort  here  f<>r  tiie  pnrjjosc 
-of  enriching  themselves  with  ])ortions  of  th''  ])ira't.''s  irua^urv^ ; 
■but  which  had  been  so  artfidly  concealed,  that  all  ;U('  '.lipts 
proved  abortive.    Daring  the  revolution,  l  .-r/ids  of  r^iaranders 
were  accustomed  to  land  upon  these  shores,  mni' r  \\ir  o<.vrr  of 
night,  and  by  attacking  detached  larm-iiou^'  s,  rubj  ih.;  inh;iij;t- 
aiiis  of  their  money  and  other  valual.des,  v.  Inch  they  (:nii;i..-b 
led  them  to  give  up  at  the  peril  of  their  lives  ;  and  avaiinr::  itiorn- 
selves  of  the  speed  of  their  \vhal(}-l'oat>,  v.-Miild  ici\r]i  their 
lurking  places  among  the  small  ishmds  m  the  .'^•.und  or  the 
main  shore  before  an  alarm  could  be  given.    Iiideed,  so  gr»:at 
was  the  apprehension  of  these  sudden  attacks,  tljat  many  of 
the  inhabitants  had  the  windows  and  doors  of  their  houses  se- 
cured-by  bars  of  iron,  to  prevent  surjirises  ;  and  it  became 
usual  for  nnrnbers  to  pass  the  night  in  the  woods  or  otlier  se- 
s:ret  places,  from  an  apprehension  of  personal  violence,  which 
in  various  instances  was  wantonly  and  cruelly  inflicted.  In 
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some  cases  life  was  taken  Vv-itliout  any  provocation,  or  in  re- 
venge for  their  disappointment  at  not  finding  money.  In  one 
instance,  which  is  wortliy  of  being  recorded,  a  Mr.  Jarvis,  who 
resided  at  Manhassct,  aided  by  an  old  hidy  living  in  the  same 
house,  succeeded  in  heating  oft' one  of  these  gangs  with  the  loss 
of  several  killed  and  wounded  on  the  part  of  the  assailants. 
The  night  not  being  dark,  they  were  seen  and  fu'cd  upon  by 
the  man  from  the  windows,  who  was  famished  with  loaded 
muskets  by  the  brave  old  lady  as  fast  as  he  could  discharge 
them  effectually.  Three  miles  easterly  of  the  churches  at 
Manhasset,  is  the  village  of  licjjipsfcad-Harbor,  pleasantly  lo- 
cated at  the  head  ot'"  the  bay  ;  and  possessing  a  water-power 
which  has  contributed  to  make  it  a  place  of  considerable  mfinu- 
facturing  imporlaiice.  The  dvrcllings  are  about  forty,  and  the 
population  two  Iiundred  and  fifty.  The  first  paper-mill  ever 
built  in  this  state  was  erected  licre,  nearly  a  century  ago.  by 
Andrew  Onderdonlc.  ancestor  of  the  present  head  of  the  Epis- 
copal church  of  the  state  of  New- York.  There  are  now  here 
a  grist-mill,  paper-mill,  saw-mill,  a  factory  for  cuttingglass-Vv-are, 
a  Methodist  church,  a  hotel,  and  two  or  three  stores,  besides  a 
number  of  mechanics  and  artiznns.  Harbor-llill,  in  the  imme- 
lliate  neighborhood,  is  one  of  the  most  elevated  upon  tlie  island, 
being  three  hundred  and  nineteen  feet,,  and  as  some  think,  more, 
above  tide  water.  The  view  from  this  eminence  is  not  only  very 
extensive,  but  sublime  and  beautiful  beyond  description  ;  it  is  cer- 
tainly not  surpassed  by  any  other  ui  iou  j.>ong  Island.  On  the  east 
side  of  the  habor,  about  a  mile  north  of  the  village,  is  JMontrose, 
where  it  is  calculated  to  found  a  series  of  manufacturing  estn.- 
blishment  and  connected  with  the  city  of  New- York  by  steam 
navigation  for  a 'greater  part  of  the  year.  Along  the  shores  in 
the  vicinity  of  this  place  are  numerous  and  never-failing  springs 
gushing  out  at  the  base  of  the  lulls,  alFording  vv\ater-pov/er  for 
any  quantity  of  machinery  which  may  be  required.  The 
prospect  of  the  liarbor  and  surrounding  country  is  \'ery  beau- 
tiful. The  minute  grouping  of  landscape  and  water,  hill  and 
dale,  foliage  and  llov/er,  with  aa  infmite  variety  of  ligiit  and 
shade,  present  to  the  lover  of  natural  scenery'  a  picture  truly 
<Ielightful.     The  corner-stone  of  an  Episcopal  church  was 
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laid  at  Hempstead-Harbor  in  1S35  by  the  bishop  of  the  dio- 
cessj  but  nothing-  forther  has  been  done  towards  the  erection  of 
the  building.  The  average  number  of  paupers  niaintaiiied  in 
this  town  is  from  fifteen  to  twenty,  at  an  annual  expense  of 
eicrht  hundred  dollars.  These  unfortunate  persons,  who.  as  iji 
other  towns,  are  lor  the  most  part  the  victims  of  intemperance, 
are  annually  hired  out  to  the  lowest  bidder,  and  kept  in  a  v,-ay 
that  must  render  the  poor-house  an  object  of  disgust,  except  to 
the  most  degraded.  In  this  respect  the  county  of  Queens  is 
behind  most  of  the  counties  in  the  state  ;  'and  it  is  much  to  be 
hoped  that  those  v/ho  have  the  direction  in  this  matter  v/ill 
in  a  short  period  adopt  the  same  benevolent  and  enliglitened 
policy,  that  so  creditably  distinguishes  all  but  three  counties  in 
the  state  of  No Vv*- York. 

In  the  s<^uth-Vv'cstern  part  of  the  town  is  Hi/de-Park,  the  for- 
merresidence  of  George  Duncan  Ludlow,  Esq..  one  of  the  judges 
of  the  supreme  court  of  the  colony;  v/hosc  estate,  as  well  as  that 
of  his  brother,  Col.  Gabriel  Ludlow,  were  forfeited  to  the  state, 
in  consequence  of  their  adherence  to  the  royal  cause  during 
the  revolution.  The  celebrated  English  radical,  AVilliam 
Gobbet,  resided  here  in  1S17,  when  the  dwelling  was  accident- 
ally  destroyed  by  fire.  This  extraordinary  and  eccentric  itidi- 
vidual  v\'as  born  at  Farnham,  in  Surrey,  England,  in  17(Vi; 
and  was  not  only  a  man  of  great  abilities,  but  one  of  tho  mu>t 
voluminous  political  writers  of  the  age.  lie  was  believed  to 
have  performed  such  valuable  services'lbr  the  cause  ol"  hherty, 
that  >Sn-  William  "Windham  declared  in  parliuineiu,  -  a  stutue 
of  gold  ought  to  be  erected  to  his  memory."'  He  was  a  repre- 
sentative in  the  house  of  commons  at  the  time  of  his  dt-ei.'ase, 
June  25,  1S33.  The  great  power  of  tliis  ukui  lay  in  v/ielduig, 
more  eiiectually  than  they  were  ever  beloro,  tiiose  v.  eapuns  of 
controversy  which  tell  upon  the  cmnrnon  sc/i.sc  of  mankind. 
When  he  had  a  subject  that  suited  bin),  he  handled  it,  not  so 
much  with  the  artificial  skill  of  an  accomplished  writer,  as  wuh 
the  perfect  and  inimitable  natural  art  with  which  a  dog ])lc/:s 
a  bone. 

Among  the  number  of  eminent  individuals  born  in  this  towUy 
may  be  mentioned  the  names  of  the  late  Samuel  L.  MrrciiiLL, 
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Professor  of  Natural  History,  d:c.  in  Columbia  Colles^e ;  Benja- 
min KissAM,  Professor  of  the  institutes  of  Medicine  ;  and 
Wright  Post,  Proiessor  of  Surgery;  also  Dr.Kichard  S. 
KissAM,  an  eminent  physician  ;  and  Dr.  Valentine  ]Mott, 
who  rajiks  anion o;  tiie  tirst  suro:eons  of  the  as^e. 

o  o 
In  the  vicinity  of  Hydc-Parlc  was  the  residence  of  the  h\te  Edward  Griswoi.d. 
He  was  born  on  the  11th  of  August,  17GG,  and  was  tlie  son  of  Josepli  Griswoid, 
a  wealthy  di:?til!er  of  New- York.  His  classical  education  was  acquired  under  the. 
instruction  of  t!ie  Rev.  Leonard  Cutting,  of  Hempstead.  At  the  age  of  scTentecn 
he  commenced  the  study  of  the  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  before  the  age 
of  twenty  years.  His  uncommon  industry  and  assiduous  attention  la  business 
secured  liim  m  a  short  time  a  profitable  practice,  and  his  ottioe  was  fllLed  with 
students  desirous  of  deriving  advantage  from  his  uncommon  stores  of  legal 
Icnowledge.  One  of  these  was  the  late  John  "Welb,  whose  death  took  place  at 
Brooklyn,  on  theGth  of  September,  l^'SA.  As  a  couunercial  lawyer,  Mr.  "WeHs 
■was  acknowledged  to  stand  unriY;d'''i'  iU  ov'.rlar.  Lie  was  an  orator  of  the  nrsi 
order.  He  had,  (says  his  biogra[)her,)  a  inasL<nly  manner  of  clothing  a  loiig 
chain  of  connected  ideas  ii'  t!ie  ciioicest.  language;  and  perhaps  no  individual  in 
this  country  ever  reached  tlie  .-^anie  elevaiion,  and  occupied  so  large  a  share  in  the 
public  eye  upon  the  mere  lootir.gof  professional  eminence  and  v/orth.  Mr, 
Griswoid  was  distinguished  for  his  gcod  sense,  his  great  analytical  powers,  a 
clear  discrimination  of  legal  pnncijiles,  and  ilieiv  application  to  facts  in  any  par- 
ticular case.  X-Jis  retircjuc-nt  from  tlie  active  duties  of  his  profession  lOok  iAm:>; 
many  years  since,  yet  his  advice  arid  assistance  continued  to  be  anxiously  soUirlit 
after,  even  by  the  most  eminent  of  the  pn*ofession  ;  and  such  was  the  deference 
shown  to  his  onii»io:i  <,  iliui  !hs  authority  was  generally  considered  quite  satisfac- 
tory. More  that;  li  ■!  i y  > 'Mrs  ngo  he  visited  Paris,  v/hcre  he  married  a  lady  of 
fortune,  by  v.  liom  he  i.<tii  an  only  child,  now  the  wife  of  General  Berthemy, 
possessin.g  an  impor-aiit_  miiliary  station  in  the'  kingdom  of  France.  Mr. 
Grisv/old  again  visited  Paris  in  1610,  where  he  found  the  late  Col.  Burr,  and 
to  whom  he  loaned  th.e  suin  of  two  thousand  franks  at  one  time,  to  relieve  him 
from  penury  and  distre.-^s.  h  %\  as  Air,  Griswold's  intention  to  have  remain- 
ed in  France,  and  was  negotiaiing  fr,r  a  country-seat  about  twenty  miles  frdu 
Paris,  but  which  was  for  .^omc  cause  broken  oiV,  and  he  returned  to  his  farm  ia 
Isorih  Plempste  ;d,  where  he  sp'-nt  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  where  lie  klicd 
suddenly  by  an  attack  of  apopl'-X}-,  F..h.  2G,  ISIJG,  Col.  Burr  entertain-.d  liie 
most  profourid  respect  for  thu  t;-.!  lus  and  legal  acquirements  of  Mr.  Gris'.vold. 
and  said  lie  was  the  only  p'-rsnn  he  tw  r  saw  who  loved  th.c  Mack-i:f.er  lore  of 
the  common  lav.-,  for  its  own  .^ake.  Mr.  Wi  lls  too,  m  the  full  zcnica  of  lus  re- 
putation, spoke  oi  the  pruf^ssio:nd  habits  and  a--quirements  of  his  early  tutor  and 
friend  in  terms  of  the  highest  rtsj>f  rf.  The  example  alone  of  such  a  man  n.iust 
have  been  of  very  gre  advuiua-.-  to  his  pupil,  and  in  one  respect  a:  h:-ast 
there  was  a  rcinai  k.ih'.e  si'mlanty  b-twet-n  tlujm.  This  was  a  most  powerful  cvA 
fiinguhu  l.  <';);i  "f  mMi:  i:  :'ib:r.u-tion,  which  enabled  them  to  sit  dov.n  in  the 
midst  of  UV.H-  tiMwli':^  n f  a  crowd  of  company,  separate  themselves  fiom  the 
sports,  the  busin-'.ss,  i.rthe  noise  around  them,  and,  insulated  and  deaf  to  every 
thing  liiat  was  passing,  pur.^ue  their  studies,  equally  unconscious  of  any  thing 
like  iuti-rru^'U'  i.,  a^ii  ni  the  Uc-pLSt  retireaicut  of  liic  closet. 
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Dr.  Samuel  L.  jMitchill.  This atniabie  man  Jind  emiiienl  p!ii!oso*iiicr  v/as 
born  at  Piaridonie,  in  North  Hem[>s.uad,  Aui^ust  -JO,  1701.  He  Wius  liic  iinrd 
so.i  of  Robert  MitchiU,  an  industrious  Unner  or'  this  town,  who  was  dcSLCiided 
from  Sir  Huniptirey  Mitchill  of  Old  AVidson,  in  the  couuty  ot  ij<:\].<.  Eii-iai  d. 
Robert  and  iiis  wife  were  in  good  staiidin^  with  liie  society  of  i'riei.'.s,  and 
brou^yht  up  their  children  in  the  habits  and  strict  morality  ofth.'U  .s'-  <  t.  I  K-  vli-.-d 
in  17S3,  leaving  six  sons  and  two  daui^lucrs.  On  the  maternal  side  l>r.  Mi[r]  lU 
was  descended  from  the  family  of  Latham.  Joseph  Latham  wus  born,  in  Cri^iv!^ 
England,  in  167-1,  and  married  Jane  Singleton.  He  came  to  ZSew-York  m  17*  0, 
and  commenced  ship-building,  which  he  followed  with  such  success  as  ro  Lo  .;:^U- 
in  1713  to  purchase  a  farm  of  six  Imndred  acres  upon  Cow-Neck  of  William 
ISicoUs  for  £'2.250.  Tv/o  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  this  land  are  now  own^d  by 
his  great-grandson,  Singleton  Mitchill,  the  gift  of  his  uncle  Dr.  SamuL-i  Lafhnn^. 
Joseph  Latham  deceased  in  1748,  and  the  property  descended  to  his.  son  ^^'ilii;t!n, 
v/ho  died  in  176."5,  wiiose  daughter  was  the  wife  of  the  said  Robert  t jhii;. 
Dr.  Mitchill  was  particularly  assisted  and  patronized  by  his  uncle,  Dr.  Latliaiii, 
who  was  a  slalud  and  intelligent  medical praciiiioner  in  Ins  natr.cpiac  i'iie 
resources  of  tiiis  i;-iuleman  iiappily  enabled  liim  to  eiiter  ujjon  and  livu;i  [tU'  t.^at 
system  of  edacati^ui  wdiich  the  limiied  i'lccine  of  has  fatlier  of  n  j<  .^-iiy  <!-  ni' d, 
Of  his  ui-icle  he  always  spoke  with  becoming  gratitude  aral  ardan  af:'.  ctai;-  At 
an  early  age  he  was  placed  under  tlic  direction  of  the  Fvcv.  L<.oriard  C.'uti;:..:.  t'lc 
minister  of  Hempstead  and  a  grarluate  of  the  University  of  Ox!u:d.  Wuh  lins 
excellent  instructor  he  continued  for  several  ycirs,  and  acnuitei.!  an  uiti.ii.i;-'  ac- 
quaintance with  classical  literature,  which  const iiutci  one  i.)  i!:e  uw^nii-- 
iuents  of  his  leisure  hours  through  life.  It  is  due  to  this  kiiid  p;  •  (;'  •■:' i-. 
that  he  early  predicted  the  future  eminence  of  his  puj)il.  and  ciaitnljuu  d  ijy  i  is 
praise  and  encouragement  to  its  fulfilment.  Whil^-  at  Hempstead  h--  n'.;ia;i,  a. 
partial  ki"tpw  ledge  of  the  French  languai:e  trom  r»Ir.  J.'i.n  11.  iitii;/.  \v:;;.ii  l.j 
further  perfected  on  his  subicquent  visit  to  Franc:'.    Afor  af^Mij  )<.<■  t  f'^f- 

elementary  principles  of  medicine  v/ith  Dr.  L  ith  uil,  h.'%  i:i  IT"''.  !  ■  ;  ;  A 

of  Dr.  Samuel  Bard  of  New-York,  with  wliom  lu;  cuntirpi  -i  •.  •  . 

Dr.  Latiiam  died  in  17SI;  after  which  yjung  IMitchdl  iri(i  ;  -        ■  a- 

iiity  for  education.  In  17S1  he  went  to  Earo})a,  and  wa>s  at  t',  ■  :.r  -  ;..  :  i  -' 
Edinburgh,  then  adorned  by  the  talents  of  CuHen,  i]lack,  an  i  Mua.a.  lb  rc 
had  for  his  friends  and  compeers  the  late  Thomas  Addi<  l:i;ua,'  i  ;  J  :  s 
Mackintosh;  and  v.'e  iiave  the  testimony  of  the  f  irnier  thai  i.:.-  aa  '•  :.'  ■  \  :'.  ■  I'l.i- 
versity  exhibit'^tl  iretifer  toker^s  of  jiioniise.  ( 'n  the  (a  a/Ji  <<{  t:.;-<  _:'  i:a.  r  aan  at 
New-York  in  1S"?S,  Dr.  ^Mitchill  ptrf.'rini.-ti  tiif  m'  la  nr!!>  ^iy  di't\-  <.  t  prm  lai.-ing 
his  eulogium.    On  Ids  return  from  Li'i\']m  in  la  ■  ■  .  -     1  .!['•  I'aai  Mt'hi.^ 

time  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  laws  aa'l  ci:  •.;>.'!■  a  "\  a;->  <  .aary.  uiaicr 
the  direction  of  Robert  Yates  of  Alban;.-.  at  taa.t  iii.a-  ci.j'  i"-;u.-u-  c  ..-f 'die  state  of 
New-York.  By  the  intiuence  of  this  gtnthaaan  he  wa.s  <  nijil.>yed  in  the  com- 
mission tor  holding  a  treaty  with  liiC  Ir'iquuis  Indians,  and  was  present  at  t'.ie 
adjustnn.nt  made  at  Fort  Stanwix,  lo"^,  m  whu-h  tiie  rigluioa  large  portion  of 
the  western  district  became  the  properly  oi"  tlie  ^a.tite.  In  1790  he  was  chosen  a 
member  of  the  legislature  from  Cl'i  ■  a'.s  i!  'uuiy,  and  in  179u  was  ar>poia;cd 
Professor  of  Natural  Hi.^tory,  Chemistry ,  aad  A  agriculture,  in  Columbia  Colhge ; 
at  this  school  he  first  made  knov/n  to  liis  covaitrymen  the  new  theory  ofch''- 
mistry  recently  matured  by  the  geiuus  of  Lavoisier  and  his  associates,  in  oppc-i- 
tion  to  the  iht^ury  uT  hi.-)  louaer  naa-a.  r,  Oc  Black.    In  179il  he  made  his  ab!t 
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niineralo^ical  report  of  a  survey  of  the  state  of  TS'cw- York ;  and  in  17?7  com- 
menced the  publication  ofliie  Mfaiical  ilepository  in  connection  with  Drs.MtUer 
and  Smith,  of  which  he  was  chief  editor  for  more  than  sixteen  years.  In  1799 
he  ^vas  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Catharine  Cock,  daui^Iiter  of  Samuel 
Akerly  of  the  city  of  New-York.  He  was  a  member  of  numerous  scieniific  insu- 
tutions.  Of  the  Lyceum  of  Natural  History  of  New-York  he  was  the  founder, 
and  for  many  years  prtr^ident.  He  enriched  its  annals  with  many  contribiuioni. 
and  still  further  displayed  bis  Zealand  liberality  by  a  donation  of  a  lar^e  portion 
of  his  valuable  cabinet.  For  about  twenty  years  he  acted  as  one  of  the  physi- 
cians of  the  Ne%v-York  Hospital.  ISotwitlistnnding  his  immense  literary  labors 
and  public-ations  on  almost  every  subject  of  science,  he  found  tinic  to  mingle  in 
the  bustle  of  politics.  He  was  elected  from  the  city  of  New-York  a  member  of 
the  seventh,  eigiith,  and  ninth  congresses;  and  afterwards  a  state  senator  of  t/ie 
Uniied  States.  I'ew  ineii  ever  enjoyed  a  miore  enviable  popularity,  or  preserved 
a  moro  voluminous  corrcspon'.'encc  in  every  pan  of  the  world.  In  private  life 
he  was  distini-uish'.-d  for  aiiaii'ility  and  siniplicity  of  manners,  and  was  ahvays 
ready  to  impa;i  to  r-ti-trs  of  his  ii.-uncn^c  siorcs  of  knowleJ^e,  v/hich  probably 
exceeded  in  value  unJ  lauoiuit  thn^-.  of  imy  man  living,  'i'he  iIiustriou.s  Cuvier 
always  mentioned  hirn  in  t>;iT.is  of^T'  at  aj'probation  ;  and  Audubon,  the  ornitlioio- 
gist,  has  bestowed  upon  him  tlic  tribute  of  liis  sincere  applause.  He  died,  after  a 
short  but  se-vere  illness,  at  iii.^  resi>ience  in  the  city  of  New-York,  in  the  sixty- 
seventh  year  of  his  a^^c,  Sep.teiii;n.i  7.  l^^'M.  The  biogra})liy  of  this  illustrious 
man,  written  by  his  brutliv.-in-la w,  Dr.  Samuel  Akerly,  is  now  ready  for  the 
press:  and  from  tiie  iniportancj  of  the  .s;!l:)jpct  as  well  as  the  acknowledged  ability 
of  its  author,  the  pub.ic  may  (;>;pcct  a  ['..Tfo^nuincs  of  no  ordinary  excellence. 

TOWN  OF  FLUSHING,  . 

Is  *boundecl  north  hy  Loiiij- Island  Sound,  east  by  North 
Hempstead,  south  by  J;unriicaj  and  west  by  Newtown  ;  contain- 
ing an  area  of  sixttoti  thousand  acres,  of  which  about  one  half 
are  improved.  In  consriincnce- of  the  total  destruction  of  the 
records  of  this  town  hy  tire,  in  the  year  17S9,  it  has  become 
not  only  difficuU,  but  in  a  great  measure  impossible  to  obtain 
much  authentic  infc^rmauon  m  relation  to  its  ancient  histoiy 
and  we  can  only  p;iv(  .  therefore,  :  iich  particulars  as  with  much 
pains  we  have  been  <  iKihitjd  to  Klean  from  other  resources. 

The  settlement  of  thr^town  was  commenced  in  1G41,  prin- 
cipally by  a  company  oi"  l''.n:.rlishmen,  who,  ho.vin_<;^  resided  for 
u  short  time  in  llolhuid.  were  induced  to  attempt  a plnntation  in 
some  part  of  the  Dutch  jurisdiction,  by  the  inducements  held 
out  by  the  governrm-nt  of  the  Netii-riands,  and  upon  the  spe- 
cial undcrstandinLi-lliat  they  should  liere  enjoy  in  the  fullest  de- 
gree the  liberty  of  I'^nL^lislrmen.  On  the  arrival  of  the  immi- 
grants, they  concluded  to  locate  upon  this  part  of  the  island,  and 
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called  tho  place  Ylissengen  or  Fliishino;,  from  a  town  of  that 
name  in  Holland,  where  they  had  previously  resided.    On  the 
10th  of  October  of  the  following-  year,  (1615.)  a  patent  was 
obtained  from  Governor  Kieft,  which  vras  made  to  lltoiiias 
ffarington,  John  Lawrence,  John  Hicks,  and  divers  others,  as 
patentees  for  themselves,  their  successors,  associates  and  assi^'iis, 
to  be  improved,  manured,  and  settled  by  a  competent  nuuil-cr  of 
families.  A  few  years  after  a  man  of  the  name  of  Thome,  with 
his  family,  consisting  of  a  wife,  three  sons  and  one  daughter, 
arrived  from  England  for  the  purpose  of  settling  in  some  part 
of  this  island.    It  so  happened  that  the  vessel  in  which  these 
persons  had  crossed  the  ocean  came  through  the  Sound,  and  cast 
anchor  near  Throg's  Poiiit.    Having  some  curiosity  to  see  tfie 
country,  and  anxious  once  more  to  be  on  shore,  tlicy  hindrd  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  East  Kiver,  where  they  met  and  con- 
versed with  some  of  the  white  inhabitants,  who,  tlu-y  v.-ere 
.happy  to  find,  had  come  from  the  samedistrict  with  thrm^^'  iv(  s; 
and  liking  the  general  ap}x;arance  of  the  land,  tliuy  doicrin:!!- 
ed  to  seek  no  further  for  a  place  of  re.^idenci;.  3Ir.  Thome  mxord- 
ingly  purchased  the  neck  or  Point  in  llic  eastern  part  of 
the  town  adjoining  the  East  River,  called    [I7inrnf's  Point, 
which  continued  in  his  family  until  near  iho  cl<^-^'o  of  the  la^t 
century,  when  it  became  the  property  of  one    1  r///  ///.<,  a!:.d 
has  since  been  known  as  }Vilkins\<{  Point,    ihie  ..f  i\,.r  ])--u.'. 
rity  of  Mr.  Thorne  formerly  owned  th.e  farm  of  the  l  it  •  .l^hn 
Titus,  and  was  in  possession  of  it  some  years  aJicr  th*'  j'  Vr  iu- 
tiori.    The  only  direct  communication,  which  lur  m;  nv  y*  ars 
after  the  first  settlement  of  the  town  existtd  with  tlw  niy  of 
New- York,  was  by  water,  there  being  no  vivhu^  of  ly  uiw^  to 
the  city  by  land,  except  by  way  of  janiaica.    An  inuividoal 
keeping  a  small  store  near  the  water,  had  purchased  from  the 
Indians  at  Bai/Slde  a  large  canoe,  capal;!e  of  containing  a 
hogshead  of  molasses,  with  three  or  four  }>crsons,  and  was  in 
the  habit  of  carrying  passengers  to  and  from  the  city.  There 
was  at  that  time  a  Jiiork-J husc  near  where  the  town-pond 
was  lately,  in  winch  the  town  records  were  kept,  and  where  arms 
and  amnmnition  v;ere  d(.'|;os!tijd,  to  be  not  only  safe,  but  ready 
in  case  of  olarrn  from  the  natives  or  others,  for  inmiediate  use. 
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At  the  time  of  the  revocation  of  tho  edict  of  Nantes,  a  number  ot 
Frencli  Protestants  lied  from  theirnative  conntiy  U)to  Holland 
and  other  places.  Many  of  these  afterwards  came  to  America, 
and  several  families  to  this  town,  where  they  settled,  most  of 
whose  posterity  are  now  extinct.  Fifty  years  since  the  old 
inhabitants  of  Flushing  conld  point  out  the  places  where  these 
Hugonotshad  resided,  the  only  memorials  of  them  now  existing 
are  the  famous  Lady  Ajrplc  and  Bell-Pear  trees,  which  they 
brought  with  them  and  planted  in  diiTerent  places  ;  some  of 
which  are  yet  standing,  and  promise  fair  to  remain  another  cen- 
tury. From  that  lime  to  this  the  town  of  Flushing  has  enjoyed 
a  hiah  reputation  for  the  e:\C(jllence  and  variety  of  its  fruit, 
which,  iijcreafcd  l;y  the  natural  fertility  of  its  soil,  has  led  to 
the  establishment  of  more  extensive  nurseries  and  gardens  than 
-can  be  found  in  any  other  pari  of  the  United  States.  To  evince 
the  scarcety  of  silver  coin  at  this  period,  it  need  only  be  stated 
that  an  English  shilling  being  fonnd  in  the  street,  excited  great 
public  curiosity;  much  ir.qmry  v^-as  made  for  the  owner  of 
£0  rare  an  article,  audit  was  at  ler.gth  ascertained  that  tlie  man 
who  kept  a  store  near  (he  water  had  been  seen  to  have  a 
coin  of  that  des'^ription  in  iiis  possession,  and  who  satisfactorily 
p'oved  himself  the  lawful  owner.  This  place  was  visited  like- 
wise by  Quakers  a  few  years  after  the  commencement  of  the 
settlement,  many  of  wh  om  became  permanent  residents  of  the 
town.  These  person.^  h:'.d,  on  tiieiriirst  arrival  in  t/ic  country, 
settled  at  Grave:-er.d  ;  lut  afterwards,  probably  on  account  of 
the  persecution?  of  l«i)\  ernor  .Stuyvesant,  left  there,  and  remov- 
ed to  this  and  other  more  e;.>t'.'rii  towns,  where  ihey  hoped  to 
remain  in  the  nndi.^turl  <d  erijoymeut  of  their  religious  freedom. 
One  of  the  most  j':;:!Het:.i  le  of  this  society^  a  man  of  very  con- 
siderable distinction,  wcs  Joini  D'.twne,  wlio  in  U'fjl  erected  a 
dwelling-house,  w  Inch  is  still  .standing,  and  near  v.iiich  are  two 
large  oak  trees,  under  v/lio-e  shade  the  celebrated  GeorireFox  ad- 
dressed the  assembled  mhabitants  in  1C72.  In  the  year  1GG2 
Stuyvesant  v;as  so  mucli  -exasperated  by  the  contempt  with 
which  his  requirements  on  the.  i-;jibj>otof  religion  had  been 
treated  by  the  sreiciy  of  Friends,  and  particularly  by  the 
^bove-uny.'?'''!  John  J^^wne,  the  most  influential  individaal  among 
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them,  that  he  directed  him  to  be  put  on  board  of  a  sliip  and 
transported  to  Holland,  to  be  punished  as  he  deserved  for  ha  is 
heretical  opinions  and  practices.  Tlie  vessel  and  prisoner  arriv- 
ing in  Holland,  and  the  facts  char£;ed  upon  Iiim  by  tiie  governor 
being  fully  considered  by  the  Dutch  authorities,  he  \v;ts  re- 
leased, and  sent  back  in  triumph  to  his  friends,  with  the  fol- 
lowing epistle  to  his  Excellency,  bearing  date  at  Amsterdam, 
Aprillo,  1663: 

Sir. — We  perceive  from  yoar  last  letter,  that  you  had  exiled  and  transported 
hither  a  certain  Quaker,  iKiiriCvi  Jt)Iin  Bowne.  A'though  it  is  our  anxiuu.- de- 
sire that  similar  and  otlier  s- cMrinns  may  not  be  found  among  you,  yet  we  dovlft 
extremely  the  policy  of  a=:optin^j  ri;^orous  measures  against  them.  In  the  youth 
of  your  existence,  you  ought  nuher  to  encourage  than  check  the  population  of 
the  colony.  The  comc'  ■  .  f  nyji:  ouglit  to  bo  frtc  iwA  nnshackicd  so  long  as 
they  continue  ir.oderatf.  r-. •■. .  '  I-,  inolTonsive,  and  not  hostile  to  the  -..veru.ntj.t. 
Such  have  been'thc  niaxii.,>  uf  prudcuoe  and  toleration  iiy  whicli  tlie  -r.  i-i-^'rnr.  s 
of  this  city  (Amsterdauj)  have  been  governed  ;  and  the  consequ-Mu-ri  l  ave  locn, 
%\\bX  oppressed  and  pcrrccntcd  front  every  cour.try  ha\ e  iVtind  .-.n\;;:i£^  ts  uu 
asylum  from  distress.    Folloirin  the  same  si'ps^  and  i  on  triH  l/r  l-h::s' iL'' 

The  case  of  John  Bowne  is  but  one  out  of  many  iii^tanoes 
in  which  the  same  governor  presumed  to  interftTc  with  []]<}  free 
exercise  of  religion  among  the  people  of  this  colony,  and  u;is  only 
prevented  from  still  more  unwarrantable  a^ri^ression  hy  ilic  ter- 
mination of  his  authority  on  tlic  arrival  of  Colonel  .Niculls  in 
1664. ' 

Two  years  after  the  conquest  of  New-Yorlc,  and  on  the  IHtli 
of  February,  1666,  a  patent  was  ohiaincd  I'lojn  Gov*  in^r  Ni- 
colls,  confirujin!:^  to  the  inhabitants  all  liie  pnrc};aM  s  o:  Inr.d  I'or- 
merly  made.  This  patent  was  in  tlje  n^^u;il  f 'fin,  (ni'i  \\]:j.CiC  to 
certain  persons  named  therein,  in  sub^^Janre  as  f  tl'ows  : 

"  To  John  Laiercncc,  alncrvion  of  thr  rift/  .>.'"  .V  r /.*.'•:,•'..'  (VrM-.*.', 
Charles  BriJ :cs,  William  L-nr-rmrr^  U^^'.-rt  'IVr  v,  If  ;";.-  .N"  '  ^.r 
busk,  FAlas  DuUghlxj,  Roh'-rl  y  i:,>r,i.r,'  I-\:r:>  J,     -  M.  ,bu\o:iy 

Fuld,  Phillip  Vdail,  rh<^o,as  L.nai..:i  J':,  .:.  \i^....^,.t  J     .     n ,  J./ia 

Adavis,  John  Hlvxhrnan,  ^slC'i-'-s  Pu.rr,ll,  V'-'',.;'  /'''..',  j.:.d[J"'fn  A'c/vr,  ns  pa- 
tentees for  and  in  behalf  of  iheiii-^'-Uts  an  i  t.;^  .1  •■  i-i.itcs,  the  fret  hold-MS  and 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Fiu-hin:,  th^'ir  iii  r,  v.i'rs,  and  as.siiius  forever; 

All  that  certain  town  iu  the  nort  h-ri' 1  <  p.  "f  V  ':k^io!e  upon  Lo!ig  Ts.L-iiui,  called 
by  the  n-iinc  oi  Pi iLsAivc,  situat-'  ;u.J  iywj^-  and  b'  ui,'  on  the  i-om!i  sideof  tliesaid 
island;  wiiich  said  to*,  n  h./.h  ii  i.a  'r.vn  of  land  belonging  thereunto,  oi^d 
bounded  westward,  bc-iiifii:^  ;'.t  (1-  r/iouihof  a  crc';kupon  the  East  River  known 
by  the  name  (.f  Flusinni:  Crtik,  muJ  from  thmoe  including  acertain  neek  of  land 
called  I'CiiS-Xcck,  to  run  c.i.stwurd  as  far  as  Mathcw  Garretson's  Bay,  fiom  t!:e 
Lead  or  i:udJle  whereof  a  iiiic     to  be  run  Si^uth-east,  in  length  about  three 
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and  about  two  miles  in  breadrh,  as  the  land  liath  been  surveyed  and  laid  out  by  vir- 
tue of  an  order  made  at  the  «:;.aeral  meeting  held  at  Hempstead  in  the  month  of 
Alarch,  16G5;  and  thattlierc  b--  the  same  latitude  in  breadi,h  on  the  south  side  as 
on  the  north,  to  run  in  two  direct  lines  southward  to  the  middle  of  the  hills,  to 
the  bounds  between  the  said  towns  of  Flushing  and  Jamaica." 

A  further  patent  of  confirmation  to  the  town  was  issued  by 
Governor  Dongan  on  the  2ith  of  IMarch,  16S5,  which  was  de- 
clared to  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  the  afore- 
said title,  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  the  premises  heretofore 
granted,  and  for  preventing  all  controversy  that  might  at  any 
time  thereafter  arise  from  Tuckapausha,  Succanemen,  Runa- 
suck,  or  other  Indian  Sachems,  or  any  other  person  who  might 
claim  the  land  beloii'2;ing  to  tiie  inliai/itauts  of  tlie  said  town  of 
Flushing.  The  persons  named  as  patentees  therein  were  Elias 
Douglity^  TlLoimn  Wi/'Ict,  John  Boirnc,  Blatkias'IIarccy, 
Tlioiiias  Hicks,  Jlichord  Coniellj  John  Hinchman,  Jonaihan 
Wriglit^  and  Samuel  JLnjt. 

In  the  year  1672  the  celebrated  George  Fox,  founder  of 
the  society  of  Friend-,  and  a  man  greatly  distinguished  for  his 
zeal,  intelligence,  courage,  and  persuverafice,  came  to  America  ; 
who  in  the  course  of  his  travels  visited  this  town,  where  he  held 
several  meetings ;  and  there  being  at  that  time  no  house  sufh- 
dendy  large  to  accommodate  the  people  assembled  on  those  oc- 
casions, the  inhabitants  w«.  re  convened  under  the  shade  of  two 
laro-e  white  oak  trc^s,  which  are  yet  standins:  in  front  of  the 
house  of  the  said  .h)]ui  P,ov.-ne,  -wliich  had  been  built  ten  years 
before.  As  the  visU  of  this  wonderful  nian  is  an  important 
event  in  the  early  hist(;ry  of  ilie  colony,  we  will,  for  the  grati- 
fication  of  the  r*'ud'jr.  uiak-,'  a  short  extract  from  his  own  Jour- 
nal of  so  much  as  relit*  s  to  Long  Island.  After  remaining 
awhile  in  Philadelphia,  .md  passing  into  Nev.^  Jersey  : 

"  At  len_2:th  (says  h-'),  -.'n''  to  Midiilctown,  an  Enirlish  plaucation  m  East 
Jersey,  where  there  were  nds  ;  but  we  could  not  stay  to  have  a  mepiin^r, 

being  earnestly  possess  d  m  •  ;  ^JMl•us  to  get  to  the  half-yearly  n.eeting  of 
Friends  at  Oystor-Uay  in  I^'i.--  I.~!.>.iidj  winch  was  near  at  liand.  We  got  to 
Grave>end,  wh^-re  v,-e  tarn  d  ::u  iiiirht.  Next  day  got  to  Flushing.  The  day 
following  v*-e  reached  Oy:-'/  r-!.ay.  Severol  from  Flushing  and  Gravesend  ac- 
companied us.  Tfr-  noc  ;j  >\\.-\:>  r  I-dand  and  Fisher's  Island  ;  butcould  not  stay 
for  thenv.fsqiiiiots.  whi.-i:  - '  - -iMd  :i.erc  and  are  very  troublesome.  We  return- 
ed to  Oyster-Hay,  \\  h'  ro  \.  ^  !i  .  !  a  vtry  large  meeting.  From  Oyster-Bay  we 
went  about  thirty  mil*.-',  to  Fi'.i-,'.;ng,  where  v/c  had  a  meeting     VLcny  hi.'.drtd 
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people.  Meantime  Christoplier  Holden  and  some  other  Friends  went  lo  a  ttiwii 
in  Long  Island,  cailed  Jamaica,  and  had  a  meet! iiu;  there.  Wc  passed  from  Fhi-,h- 
in^  to  Gravesend,  about  twenty  miles,  and  liad  three  precious  mtt:unt,'5  tiitn*. 
Wiule  we  were  at  Slirewsbury,  Joiin  Jay,  a  Friend  of  Barbaiiuf  wiio  ciunc 
^vith  us  from  Rhode  Island,  fell  from  his  iiorse  and  broke  his  mck\  a.s  liir  j  e-plc 
said.  Those  near  him  took  him  up  tor  dead,  carried  him  a  jrood  way,  at.d  laid 
him  on  a  tree.  I  got  to  him  as  soon  as  I  could,  and  copxluded  ho  was 
"Whereupon  I  took  his  head  in  both  my  liands,  and  setting  my  knots  ni^a;:i<'.  'Lr 
tree,  raised  his  head  two  or  tlirec  times  with  all  my  miijlu,  and  broirjAt  it  i-i. 
He  soon  began  to  rattle  in  his  throat,  and  quickly  at'ter,  to  breathe.  Tlic  j^ci-j'h-. 
were  amazed,  but  I  told  them  to  bu  of  good  taiih,  and  carry  him  into  ib.e  h"i:  •  . 
He  began  to  speak,  but  did  net  know  where  he  had  been.  The  next  day  we  ji.u's- 
ed  away,  and  he  with  us,  about  sixteen  miles,  to  a  meeting  at  Middletown,  thrr  u^-'h 
■woods  and  bogs,  and  over  a  river  where  we  swam  our  horses.  JMunij  hxtndn  i! 
miks  did  he  travel  with  us  after  this." 

A  Friends'  meeting-house  was  first  erected  in  this  town  in 
1600,  at  which  time  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  were  aitacii- 
ed  to  that  denorniuation  of  Christians.  An  Episcopal  socicly 
was  formed  in  1720,  under  the  sanction  of  the  society  for  pro- 
pagating the  gospel  m  foreign  parts ;  their  meetings  were  iifld 
in  the  2"Uf^rd-honse  before  mentioned,  and  continued  lo  be  in  ld 
there  till  the  erection,  of  the  first  clmrch.  In  the  year  17 
half  an  acre  of  land  west  of  the  town  pond,  was  given  by  Ralph 
Wentworth,  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  church  eroct^-d  tht.T»_  - 
on.  The  conveyance  was  made  to  the  ilev.  Thonuis  r-jl-rin, 
the  mirdster,  and  his  successors  in  ofllce.  !\Ir.  ^Vent  w(»rth  ga\t: 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  also,  to  aid  in  the  buildnjg  oi  the 
church.  The  edifice  was  soon  after  ere.cted.  and  at  a  .sn:.  c- 
quent  period  a  charter  was  bestowed  upon  it  by  ( h)\'t  rn',»r  <  "uU 
den,  by  the  name  of  >S''.  Geon^-e's  Church.  ln  ir^"2  a.  Iv^a.  -y 
of  two  hundred  pounds  was  made  to  the  church  by  ih'-.  Ibai, 
Samuel  Cornell  of  North  Carolina,  which  was  accurdm  jiy  pa:d 
at  his  decease  by  his  executor,  in  the  year  17r>-.i  a  3lr.  Kueo- 
land  was  appointed  catechist  of  the  clmrch,  with  a  salary  of 
ten  pounds  a-year.  This  chiu'-ch  wais  from  its  origin  associa- 
ted with  the  churches  of  Jamaica  and  Newtown,  and  all  were 
supplied  in  rotation  by  the  same  clergymen.  In  1770  the  con- 
greiration  raised  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  pounds 
for  repairing  the  church,  and  in  lSu3  the  churches  of  Flushing 
and  Newtown  united  in  procuring  for  their  joint  minister  tlie 
Rev.  Abraham  li.  Clark,  who  remained  with  them  in  common 
for  six  years,  aller  v.diich  ins  services  were  conlined  exciu- 
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sively  to  the  church  at  Newtown.  In  1S09  the  Rev.  Barzilla 
Buddy  was  chosen  pastor  of  this  church;  and  the  corporation 
of  Trinity  Church,  in  New- York,  presented  to  the  con,£:re£:ation 
three  lots  of  o^round  toward  the  fntnre  support  of  their  minis- 
ter. Mr.  Buckly  continued  here  till  his  death,  ?^Iarch  29,  1S20. 
From  which  period  the  Rev.  iMr.  Muhlenburgh,  Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Forbes,  Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Yan  Kleek,  officiated  suc- 
cessively in  the  church  for  the  aggregate  term  of  seventeen 
years  ;  when,  on  the  LOth  of  February,  1S37,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Good- 
win was  settled  as  minister  of  this  church.  The  present  church 
edifice  was  erected  in  1812. 

In  the  year  1739  the  dwelling-house  of  John  Yanderbilt, 
clerk  of  the  tow^n,  was  burnt,  together  v%'ith  a  great  part  of  liis 
furniture  and  tlie  whole  of  the  town  records.  Tlic  fire  was 
designedly  communicated  by  a  young  negro  girl,  who  is  report- 
ed to  have  possessed  a  very  moderate  share  of  intellect.  The 
court  and  jury  must  have  judged  her  to  be  of  sufficient  capa- 
city to  be  a  fit  object  of  criminal  punishment,  for  she  was  found 
guilty  of  arson,  and  soon  after  executed  ;  being  the  last  instance 
of  a  capital  execution  in  this  county.  On  the  5tli  of  April, 
1791,  the  town  deputed  John  Yanderbilt,  Lewis  Cornell,  and 
Francis  Lewis,  to  obtain  from  Governor  George  Clinton  a  re- 
newal of  the  patent  of  the  town,  whicli  had  been  destroyed,  and 
one  was  accordingly  issued  the  21th  of  February,  1792. 

One  of  the  most  important  objects  in  this  town,  one  which 
most  attracts  the  attention  of  strangers,  is  the  extensive  garden 
and  nursery  of  the  Messrs.  1  ^rince,  called  the  Ltiiucciii  Uoicinic 
Garden.  This  estahlislunent  was  commenced  as  lono-  ago  as 
the  year  1750,  by  William  Prince  (deceased),  .hfher  of  the 
present  senior  proprietor.  It  is  now  conducted  by  AViiliam 
Prince  and  Sons.  The  quantity  of  ground  occupied  by  the 
gardens  previous  to  1793  was  about  eight  acres.  In  that  year 
it  was  increased  to  twenty-four.  The  quantity  has  been  gra- 
dually enlarged  astlie  business  extended,  until  at  this  time  more 
than  sixty  acres  arc  covered  v/ith  an  extraordinary  variety  of 
trees  and  plants.  At  the  beginning  of  the  revolutionary  war 
the  grounds  were  full  of  the  finest  well-grown  fruit  trees,  among 
which  were  thirty  thousand  grafted  English  cherry-trees.  An 
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end  was  of  course  put  to  the  sale  of  trees,  except  for  Iioop-poles  ; 
for  which  purpose  many  thousatids  of  the  best  younti-  trees  were 
disposed  of.  It  may  here  be  mentioned,  as  a  lact  honorable  to 
the  character  of  General  Howe,  that  when  the  British  troops 
entered  Flushing  on  the  29th  of  August,  1777,  hn  of  his  own 
accord  ordered  a  guard  to  be  stationed  for  the  protection  of  iho 
garden  and  nurseries,  which  was  continued  as  long  as  was 
required  for  their  safety.  The  original  introduction  of  some  of 
the  most  delicious  fruits  irUo  this  town,  by  the  Frencli  imi.'h- 
grants  in  1635,  (aniong  which  were  some  of  the  finest  apples, 
pears,  peaches,  plums,  and  cherries,)  gave  rise  to  the  cultivation 
of  trees  fo^  sale  ;  and  Flushing  early  became  famous  lor  the  ex- 
cellence of  its  fruit.  'Many  of  tiie  trees  pi  -Uited  by  tlie  pcr'^cc5!tod 
Hugonots  arc  stiil  existing,  vigorous  and  thriving.  Tin's 
splendid  establishment  now  contains  more  th;ui  ton  thousand 
species  and  varieties  of  trees  and  ilowering  plants;  many  ilio 
most  rare  and  beautiful,  from  every  part  of  the  world,  ymdi 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  vine  and  inullifrry.  In  tiic 
green-house  alone  there  are  more  than  twenty  thousand  iluw  er- 
ing  plants.  Here  there  may,  of  course,  be  procured  a  vast 
variety  of  fruit  and  ornamental  trees,  both  \[)d\zcn>ni<:  and  ex- 
otic ;  herbaceous,  tlowering,  and  meihoiiial  j>!  int-->  ;  b';!i,(;ns  uini 
tuberous  flowers,  A:c.  This  iuimense  collrrtinn.  ;is  wi  11  ihe 
grounds  occupied  by  the  nurseries,  are  con^ii-nuiy  cpen  to  m;-- 
itors  without  any  charge  whatever.  T:s«'  ^h>,■i^s 
tree,  now  so  well  known  in  the  culiure  of  silic,  wa<  lii^f  ii.h-.v 
duced  into  this  country  by  the  pro}^rietors  of  the  l.mu-  aii  Gar- 
den from  France  m  1626,  where  nhad  luen  })r..i;;:!.t.  ih-  y»  ar 
before,  from  the  Piiillippine  Islands:  .^Uice  when  Uiiihuns  have 
been  raised  and  disposed  of 

Flushin^r  YU/a£:'c.  which  has  lately  been  incorjioratrd,  is 
the  largest  in  the  county,  and  coni  iiii-  a  population  of  about  two 
thousand  in  a  square  mile.  It  has  long  possessed  many  at- 
tractions, which,  with  its  facsluies  f^-  comnumication  with 
New- York,  have  induced  many  v.^\)lihy  citizens  to  locate  in 
its  immediate  neighborhood.  Mixuy  of  the  private  residences 
are  among  the  most  sumpiuons  and  elegant  in  the  state,  parti- 
cularly that  of  the  late  Hon.  Xiithan  Sandford.  the  expense  of 
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which  is  said  to  have  been  nearly  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. This  gentleman  was  born  at  Bridcreharnpton,  in  Suffolk 
CountVj  in  1777,  and  received  his  education-  at  Yale  College. 
Having  chosen  the  profession  of  the  law,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1791i  ;  and  was  soon  after  appointed  by  Mr.  Jefferson 
attorney  of  the  United  Stales  for  the  southern  district  of  New- 
York,  which  he  held  for  more  than  twenty  years,  having,  be- 
sides, a  very  extensive  and  lucrative  private  practice.  He  suc- 
ceeded the  Hon.  James  Kent  as  chancellor  of  this  state  in  lS23j 
whicii  he  retained  till  1S25,  v.dien  he  was  elected  by  the  New- 
York  le^rislature  a  state  senator  in  the  nineteenth  congress,  as 
-the  colleague  of  Mr.  Van  Beuren.  At  the  end  of  six  years  he 
returned  to  private  life,  and  a  low  years  since  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  this  town.  For  more  than  twenty  years  he  was  afflict- 
ed with  an  affection  of  the  lungs,  which  terminated  his  life  on 
the  17th  of  October,  1833.. 

The  Flushivg;  Insli'ide  was  incorporitpd  the  IGdi  of  April,  1&27,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  imposing  public  eui:"c!  s  i-i  tlietovn.  While  Vinder  the  ivianagenierit  of 
the  Rev.  iMr.  iNluljlenburzii,  i-'  pruved  to  be  one  of  the  most  popular  and  useful 
schools  in  tlio  state,  but  h;ivin:,-  b  -en  >^:iven  up  by  him,  it  has  been  ti-ansfericd 
to  other  hands,  cind  cca=;ed  to  I  f  u-cd  for  ii:e  f  urpose  originally  iiUcTided.  This 
gentleman  has  locntfd  hi?  seiviirtary  ot  a  place  called  College  Point,  upon  the 
norlh-^vest  part  of  Lav/i  ence's  ck,  adjoining:  the  Sound,  one  of  the  most  beai>- 
tiful,  lieaihy,  and  coir.n..' r,iii!i q  siM.iaiinns  which  could  have  been  chosen.  The 
name  given  to  this  new  •  ?i.r;,'!i -iiinent  is  SY,  PavVs  College,  the  ccrner-stonc  of 
which  was  laid  by  the  Ri-bt  R.  r.  Hi^ho])  OndencTonlc,  Oct.  15,  1836.  The  main 
building  has  not  yet  b  -fii  cn;;i;>I..  ■'-ij.  bat  siifncicnt  erections  haTe  been  made  for  the 
accommodation  of  nv-re  o\  >.  i.uiidrtd  stu<jt.  uts.  From  the  high  reputation 
sustained  by  the  founder,  ili- .  e  i.-,  iio  reason  to  doubt  of  the  prosperity  of  his  un- 
dertaking. It  is  in  all  rc  -r^.  .--.s  :;n  I'pi-copal  Seminary,  and  the  members  of  tlie 
college  constitut-^  an  E;';- ;•'  ■['  •';  '•■Mi-r''_'ation.  The  course  of  instruction  is  nearly 
the  same  as  that  in  otlif  r  c^h\'-'2'.  arrJ  conducted  by  professors  of  known  ability. 
The  government  of  tliis  ius'.ituii'Mi  is  parental,  and  the  students  are  required  to 
reside  in  the  college. 

A  Qiilneral  S2)riui:  vr^\s  discovered,  in  the  year  ISIG,  upon 
the  land  of  Mr,  "Walter  Hue  in  the  village  of  Flushing,  which 
for  a  time  attracted  the  aiieniionof  scientific  men  and  tlie  pub- 
lic. Tlie  water  was  examined  by  Dr.  Mitchili  and  other 
chemists,  and  found  to  be  a  chalybeate  ;  and  in  its  medicinal 
properties  nearly  resembling  that  of  SdLOoleiJs  Mountain.  lis 
day  of  e>:ciieuientj  hovrever,  has  pas^sed  away,  and  for  m?^- 
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iiy  years  nothing  more  has  been  heard  of  tliis  frsmous  F-ar.^i- 
tive. 

The  surface  of  this  town  is  for  the  most  pari  !ovi  l.  and  ih.a 
retnainder  moderately  undulatino^.     The  soil  i>  in  i  - ii^  r  ■!  of 
the  best  quality,  and  its  agricidlure  probal!y  f  x  .'  !.  t 
any  other  portion  of  Lon^j;  Island.    The  linns  u\  il-  v  v 
of  the  village,   on  the  road  to  Whitestone  and  at  {'.  tv  "- 
are  not  excelled  for  their  beauly,  fertility,  and  cxoWru,;  .  ' 
any  in  the  country^,  and  very  justly  excite  llie  \vo!id-T  ai;  i  a  :■ 
miration  of  strangers.     At  Whitcstone,  on  the  .S"t;iiii.  . 
several  dwellings,  some  of  whicli  are  extrenieiy  t  !-.  ::.,:.*.  \ 
ferry  was  formerly  kept  here  to  Westchcsicr,  a?i<l  a //'"</;■ 
has  been  in  operation  also  fjr  nearly  thirty  y<  .u>.  i': 
head  of  Little  Neck  is  aplace  calledthe  Allt'i/,  vw.rir  i.N  ... 
several  houses,  and  a  public  landnig,    t'p  mi  t!r;-  p'sri  '-i 
town,  and  at  the  head  of  Little  Nook  1>  ly,  is  i  tr.-  ?        .■  ' 
meadow  containing  several  lumdred  acrt  s.  u  h;.Ji  i^   :.  1 
by  a  turnpike  road  and  bridge  leadinn^  io  ih'iiM        ^  H  r  ;  •:. 
On  the  western  part  of  the  town  is  a  iii^c  ir.:*:!  ^^i  !..'  *  :.•   :  : 
insulated  by  creeks,  known  by  tlic  uinuc  i>f  /rt'-iu-f  :  v.  ■  ,i 
was  formerly  the  residence  of  Governor  ( 'oid-  n.  <  ..;!  (](/•/  lain 
*S'/?ri??^ now  the  property  of  tlK'  Hon.     ;  ; i  \N  .  : 
Between  this  tract  of  land  atid  yi'wb^wn  i-.       ;  ■  ?  J    •,■  '  ' 
meadow  comprising  more  than  one  tijou>anu     r<  ^.  i;; 
lower  part  of  this  meadow,  adjoinini'-  tjic  r.:iti^'     .v  ;  ;  ^ 

New-York,  is   a  singular  hill,  covcrtd  wiiii  i;;;.'  '  ■ 

when  the  meadow  is  overflowed  by  the  ijiif,  ^  i  v  •  i.:  .-.'.i 
island.    It  contains  seven  acres,  and  !)a^  I;..!-  !v  I    s::  •  i 

by  a  wealthy  citizen  of  New-Yorlc  for  the  \  ur;  •  i  *  - 
thereon  a  summer  resideiice,  X.'<>>i  (Inirrh.  .\\  h  i  of 
Little  Neck,  was  erected  by  tiic  hue  \\  ynant  \  a:^  Z  Uiar,  I  hq. 
in  1S30,  and  of  which  the  ilev.  \\V\  \\  he^-l-.  r  was  rr-ctor  for 
several  years.  Another  lias  b«?L'n  lately  huilt  at  Ciinton vil'e, 
between  the  village  of  I'iushing  and  ^\'lnt*;^toue,  by  iSamuc! 
Legcrett,  Esq.  which  is  under:>tood  tu  be  a  free  church. 

Fr.anxis  Levis.  Tiiis  ^reMiifinAti  i  Lorii  at,  L  iiidaif,  in  Sou'.h  "Wales,  in 
1713,  and  cc'acdU.d  al  VVesuriii.sU  r.  Ho  e.irlv  onclui'eJ  to  be  a  mcri-lnt;!,  J 
convening  Ir.s  p.uri;!i'  ny  ii.iu  iiioii'.:y,  bailed  fur  New-Yoik  in  1735;  rV.M 
Nvijence      v/fiU  to  I'liiladti'lpiiia,  a:id  (.saibhilied  hhiiself  in  bGii;iess.  T-vj 
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years  aftf^r  he  returned  to  Nrw-Vork,  and  en^a^red  extensively  in  navigation. 
His  comiuercial  irausaotions  induced  him  to  visit  i'ussia  and  other  parts  of 
Europe;  and  was  twice  siiipwrtcktxl  upon  the  codst  of  Ireland.  As  atci.nt  for 
supplying  the  British  troops,  he  was  at  Fort  Os^\'e2;o  w  i'.cn  it  surrendered  to 
iS'Iontcalm,  after  Col.  Mcrc'-r  liad  been  killed  by  ids  side,  lie  was  carried  a  pri- 
soner to  r^Iontreal,  and  thence  tol'rance.  After  his  liberation  he  returned  to  IN'ev.-- 
York,  and  was  first  among  the  .sons  of  Liberty  in  the  revolutionary  movements 
of  the  country.  In  1775  he  was  unanimously  elected  a  delegate  to  the  conti- 
nental congress,  where  ins  eonirnercial  knowledge  and  habits  rendered  Ids  sei- 
vices  peculiarly  iniportaitt.  The  next  year  ho  afnxcd  his  signature,  witli  his  lel- 
Idw  patriot?,  totlie  declaration  of  iniiept-ndencc.  lie  was  afterwards  employed  by 
congress  in  tiie  imp'>riaiioii  of  rinlitdry  store.--,  and  on  various  secret  service,'^. 
He  liad,  in  i77i>,  romovt.d  his  fujuily  lo  his  f.^na^at  Flushing.  In  the  autumn 
of  that  year  Ins  house  was  jiUindvCcd  by  a  [)arty  of  British  light  horse,  and 
his  extensive  libiai  v  and  pnpijrs  wanii.uiy  destroyed.  Tiu-y  thirsted  for  revenge 
'upon  a  man  wim  had  dartd  to  ai'ix  his  name  to  a  document  which  proclainied 
the  indepcrid.ii'.'-e  of  America.  I'iifj,  tunati  !y  Ivlrs.  Lewis  fell  into  their  pow- 
er, and  was  ret.'.inwu  a  ]»r!soii>-i-  >:■. iwd  numiiis  by  the  brutal  foe,  without  a 
change  of  ciouies  or  a  beit  ui  ',,[:'''M.  ''J'hrough  the  influence  of  Washirigton, 
she  was  released,  but  her  j»e:dih  wa.-s:-o  injured  tiiai  she  soon  sank  into  the  grave. 
Mr,  Lewis  continued  to  resid.'  here  ai^out  twenty  yeai-s,  when  he  rem.oved  again 
to  New-York.  Of  ids  sub^equ-ni  iitilc  is  known,  except  that  his  last  days 
were  spent  in  comparative  p^uvi  rt)-,  hi-.;  large  fortune  having  been  sacrificed  up- 
on the  altar  of  his  cuurjtry'a  f:<'  uuni.  The  life  of  this  excellent  man  was,  how- 
ever, protracted  to  his  nni'  ii.  tii  yt  ir.    H<-  died  Dec.  30,  1S03, 

Cadwwllader  Coi.vf.s.  fiMii'.cr  h'-utouant-governor  of  the  colony  of  New- 
York,  was  lor  many  years  a  res;'-  lit  r."  Flushing.  He  was  the  son  of  the  Kev. 
Alexander  Ci>kU  ii  of  I3'.m.-r.  m  ^rcutiai.d.  where  he  was  born  February  17, 1C66; 
graduated  at  Edinburgh  in  I'o.',^  aiui  d<vo;ed  himself  to  medicine  and  the  mathe- 
matics till  the  year  17t'':*.  Tb.  fan.*-  uf  Pt  iiu's  colony  allured  him  to  America  in 
1710,  and  he  practised  {ih\  s:c  in  I'lnladelphia  till  1715,  when  he  returned  to 
England.  Here  he  formed  aii  acquaintance  with  many  eminent  men,  witli  whom 
he  maintained  a  corresi.ond.  c. .  r  .;U<  r.  From  London  he  went  to  Scotland, 
where  he  niarrieil  Alice  Chn-Uf,  u.ai_:i;!rr  of  a  cleriiyman  of  Ktlso.  In  17iti  he 
came  back  to  Ar!va-:«':i,  wu;i  liis  v.  i;.  .  ju.d  practised  medicine  in  Philadelphia  for 
two  years.  In  171"^  !;  .;  ri  ia<".  id  ■■■■  .Ni  u--"i'oik,  v/here  he  relinquished  Ids  pro- 
fession, and  bC'^anv  a  ;>iib!i'-  caaiartcr.  ide  soon  disiinguislied  himself  as  a 
philosopher  and  st. .P  arian,  ilis  wntmgs  in  several  departments  of  science 
attest  Ids  cxtraonrmary  ''^"'ry  .>[  a'ailuy.  His  coiicspondence  wdih  rno.st  of 
the  learned  men  of  liie  a.--:  lu  v,  hved,  is  an  evidence  of  the  cstimatinn  in 

which  he  was  held  by  ttii'in.  1  ).••  ciiaractcr  as  a  statesman  will  be  tbund  in  his 
political  writing?,  and  in  ins  '"Mrr'  Sj)rj!;dencc  wdth  the  ministry  of  Great  Br. tain 
at  the  critical  tinn\-,  in  winri:  hi-  r.  :;i;iiii.^iered  the  colonial  govern-'-ient.  He  held 
successively  the  oi:'  ;.  s  o!  •  ;,-.n -general  of  tlio  colony,  master  in  chancery, 
number  of  ihc  counod  under  <.iovrrnnr  Burnet,  and  lieutenant-governor  at  several 
periods.  11  >  pui.  'Ki''.' d  a  tr.Mji  id"  land  near  Newburgh,  wdiich  he  named  Col- 
d-nham,  ar.d  to  v.h:o!i  h'  rt  :,;.  \.  t  in  1750.  Her(>  he  occupied  himselfwiih 
botanical  and  nia-hciu.-ita  ,:!  ]  ui  aiits,  carrying  on  at  the  same  time  a  correspond- 
ence vv'itli  Coriii..;on,  Li..!!'.  is,  U:onovius,  and  others,  in  Eu,ro[)e  ;  and  v.a'.h 
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Franklin,  Garden,  Bar'.vam,  Alexander,  mid  others,  in  America.  He  v/rut^^ 
treatises  upon  Gravitation,  on  Matter,  on  Fluxions,  and  various  other  sui/iccts  of 
science.  While  holding  the  office  of  lieutenant-governor,  he  ri  sici' d  mo>t  of  the 
time  at  ];is  farm  in  Flushing,  called  Spring-Hill,  wherp  lie  biwlr  a  .-[.aoious  and 
substantial  mansion,  fiis  death  took  place  here  on  the  •JO'h  oi  Si-pii  uib'  r,  177'), 
at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years  ;  and  he  was  buried  in  a  private  ci  nuieiy  on  the 
farm  attached  to  Spring-Hiil.  He  had  five  sons  and  five  danglners,  a  [  art  of 
v.-hom  only  survived  hirn.  His  daugluer  iva'ct//i'e//i  married  Petf  r  1  >e  Lancy, 
Esq.;  Jane  vaaLVVied  Dr.  "Williaiu  Farquhar;  and  Alice  married  Col.  AViiir.iu 
Willet.  Three  of  Governor  Colden's  sons,  Alexander,  Cadiralladci\  tmd  David, 
were  successively  surveyor-gonerals,  and  prominent  men  in  the  colony.  His  srm 
David,  to  whom  he  devised  tlic  farm  at  Spring-Hill,  (now  the  property  of  the 
Hon.  Benjamin  W.  Stronir,)  becoming  a  warm  and  active  loyalist  in  the  revo- 
lution, lost  his  estate  by  forfeiture,  and  he  retired  to  England  in  1781,  where  he 
died  the  lOih  of  July  of  the  same  year.  He  v/as  bred  to  the  protession  of  physic, 
which  however  iie  never  practised.  He  was  fond  of  retirement,  was  much 
devoted  to  scieiitinc  pur.^uits ;  and  hi.s  correspondence  with  learned  iiien  in  Europe 
and  America  is  to  be  fuunti  in  tlie  publications  of  the  tinie.  l  iis  wif^  was 
Ann.  daughter  of  Jolm  "WiHet,  Esq.  of  Flushing.  She  died  at  CoIJeriliatn, 
Orange  County,  in  Auguit,  17>3.  'S\v.  Golden  had  one  son  and  eight  da!i  j;hieii. 
His  daughter  Mary  m.irricd  the  late  Josi.ih  Ogden  HoffuKui,  Emj.;  Eli^Mbeih 
married  FJward  Vv'.  Laiglit,  Esq.;  and  Catharine  mairied  the  iato  Thomas 
Cooper,  Esq. 

C.v.DWALL.'iDER  D.  CoLi5F.y.  thc  onlv  SO  n  of  D  a  V  it  I  Colcien,  was  bdrn  a;  Sjiring- 
Hill  in  Flushing,  April  4.  17GD  ;  and  recrivrd  tl.f  f:rst  pui  t  of  his  >-,h  aw^'W  .\i  a 
school  in  the  town  of  Jamaica.  In  the  sprint:  of  17--1  he  acnM-.inan:.  d  hi.s  father 
to  Engl^.nd,  v.'here  he  attended  a  classical  school  near  E'~'nd.in  tiil  ihe  close  of 
1785,  v,-hen  he  returned  to  ISew-York,  and  cnttred  uprm  the  ^ti:d\  of  m.  law  m 
the  office  of  the  late  Richard  Harrison, one  ofthenmst  t-mint  :it  1  irr.jn  <  f  .""m-u  - 
York.  He  completed  it  with  ^^r.  Van  Schaiek  of  Ivmdi  ri.. i-:,  ai:.i  v.  .;  d 
to  the  l-ar  in  171M.  He  practised  his  profcs=io!i  at  ron_i,';t  .  psjc  ;  ' ■!  i"'.-!'.  -.vj  n 
he  removed  to  New-York,  v.diere  lie  was  soon  after  made  di^'rw  t  't  !  h'  y,:u.'i 
laid  the  foundation  of  his  future  tame.  On  the  Mh  of  A  j  ;  .1,  I'.'  v  i.^  i:.  ri  .ed 
Maria,  davighti'r  of  tiie  R-:V.  Samuel  Prove-o^t,  bishcp  of  :-iie  ci'  ■  •  -^vv,-- 
York.  In  180.3  he  visited  b'ranc:^  and  S 'ivitzorhind  Ibr  his  hrahl;.  r-v  r.-a  d  j-.t 
the  end  of  1^01.  F>)V  v..  vvuv.:::  man  at  tiiat  time  to  ait.iin  di-ti'.  ■  '  'i.-  '!..r, 
with  sucl'i  compotitora  as  the  vdd.er  J(>'us,  Jluf  ri^-nn.  llrrii:.'-/.,  -r:...!  , 
was  no  easy  task.  iNIr,  Gulden  made  the  ellbit.  and  hy  diii;  t  \<  ■  ■  ;.;,()  diici- 
plinc  succeeded.  In  a  fc  w  year.>  he  stood  a  a  a  cmui-  r  i  .!  !.•  ••vya  •'  tie-  h.  atl  of 
his  profession,  and  in  tiie  ot'.ior  braiicia-s,  am^M  g  thi'  fr-t.  In  1-10  he  l  ommand- 
ed  a  regiment  of  vohuiteors.  and  was  v-ry  .vUie  la  a-s:sMng  lo  raise  furtifi- 
cations  for  ilie  defence  ofthe  city.  In  !.e  u  a,,  eieetLO  t<»  ti;-  .^:,.~a  nnJy,  and  in 
the  same  year  was  appointtd  nuiyor  of  N'-'.vA'.ak  at  u  ]l^^io■d  \\  \\c\\  the  um^-or 
presid  d  in  liie  court  of  stssiui.s.  In  1-,-J  la-  was  c'aosen  a  rci  rcsciitati ve  in 
congress,  and  proved  a  us:'i"ul  atai  t!'.-tin_^ii!^':;'ii  rnombcr  of  tliat  body.  In  1'>C1 
he  was  eiccteil  to  the  s'Tiate  of  liiis  stao-,  wi/adi  lie  held  fur  tlnxe  years.  Tl;e 
mo.-t  unti!-in2:  ii'idastry  and  pjia  ii;  rt  si-aieh  were  pecidiar  traits  in  his  profes- 
sional ciiaraeter,  and  ra:\!k.  d  i)'.s  p-,  •  -e,  : ^-s  in  every  thitig  he  undertook. 
was  amoni:  th-:  earliest  and  most  t:;"c:c!ii  ]iromoters,  in  connection  with  De  Witt 
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Clinton,  of  the  system  of  internal  improvement,  now  the  pride  and  boast  of  our 
state.  At  the  coiupleiion  of  that  splendid  and  lierculean  project,  the  Erie  Canal, 
he  composed  and  publislied  the  well-known  memoir  upon  the  subject.  He  Avrcie 
also  the  life  of  Robert  Fulton,  tlie  successful  promoter  of  steam  navig^ation,  and 
one  of  the  greatest  benefactors  of  mankind.  Mr.  Colden  died,  universally  esteem- 
ed and  .lamented,  at  his  residence  in  Jersey  City,  on  the  7th  of  February,  1?*34. 
He  was,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  a  gjreat  man,  and  one  of  whose  nativity  the 
people  of  Long  Island  may  well  be  proud. 

TOWN  OF  JAMAICA  ; 

Is  situated  in  the  soTitli-western  part  of  Queen's  County,  cen- 
trcilly  about  twelve  miles  from  the  city  of  New- York.  It  is 
bounded  north  by  Flushing  and  Newtown,  east  by  Hempstead, 
south  by  the  Janiaica  Bay,  and  west  by  Kinc^'s  County.  This 
town  is  deprived  of  any  occan-front  iii  consequence  of  Hemp- 
stead or  Rockaway  beach  exieiidn)j.r  south-westerly  between  the 
bay  and  ocean,  as  far  as  Kockaway  Jnlet,  ten  miles  beyond  the 
Marine  Pavilion.  It  is  generally  supposed  that  in  former  tim.es 
a  small,  tribe  or  family  of  Indians,  subject  to  some  other, 
dwelt  upon  the  shore  of  the  creek  putting  up  from  tlic  bay 
south  of  the  present  villiige  of  Jamaica,  and  called  tlie  "  Ja?/?/:- 
co"'  tribe,  from  whom  tlie  name  of  th>e  town  is  derived  ;  and  not 
from  an  island  in  the  ^Ves^  Iiidies,  to  which  it  has  been  a.^similat- 
ed  in  sound  by  tiie  n^odern  way  of  spelling  the  word.  Ai  that  re- 
mote period  the  Beaver  J'oiul,  so  called,  was  large  and  deep,  in 
which  the  beavers  were  common  ;  and  the  way  leading  to  it  irom 
the  Indian  settlement  below  , was  called  the  Beaver  Palh.  The 
first  purchases  of  land  m  this  town  were  made  from  tlic  Ca- 
navsee  Indians,  who  inhabited  tlie  southern  part  of  Queen's 
County,  particularly  on  tliu  shores  of  Jamaica  Bay.  The  lands 
were  afterwards  procurt  d  from  the  Rockaway  tribe  also,  wlio 
claimed  jurisdiction  over  tlie  eastern  portion  of  the  town.  In 
the  grant  of  Governor  ►Stuyvesant,  hereafter  njentioned.  the  for- 
mer are  denominat^n]  tlie  Canarise  Indians.  The  first  English 
settlers  of  the  town  in  105G  were  as  follows: 

Daniel  Denton,  Henry  Townsend,  George  Mills, 

Richard  Chasmore,  Uichard  Sweet,  Luke  Watson, 

John  TowiiiciiJ,  Kichard  Marker,  Richard  Townsend, 

John  Laran^  I'i:-!iard  Evert,  Roger  Lines, 

Abraluun  Smi'.!),  Samuel  Mathews,  Tsichclas  7'tinner, 

Kathaniel  Denton,  -  Robert  Rhodes,  Robert  Coe. 

Benjumiti  Ct^v,  lUnry  Mess^^nger, 
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These  individuals,  or  most  of  them^  came  immediately  from 
Milford,  and  uniting  with  a  few  of  the  inliabitants  of  Hempstead, 
requested  of  Governor  Stuyvesatu  permission  to  begin  a  phmta- 
tion  here,  well  knowins^  that  to  attenipt  a  settlement  without 
authority  from  the  Dutch  i^-overnmcrit  would  but  expose 
them  to  the  certain  consequence  of  being  driven  off.  This  re- 
quest of  the  settlers  has  not  been  discovered,  but  may  be  judged 
of  from  what  is  contained  in  the  following  grant  of  the  gover- 
rjor,  in  answer  to  their  application  : 

"  Having:  seen  the  request  or  desire  of  the  iiih  ibitaiUs  of  the  town  of  Hemp- 
stead, and  subjects  of  the  province,  the  govr rrntr-iioncrji  and  council  have  con- 
sented and  ^:;ramed  unlo  the  aforesaid  in hab,::*.n'.>,  free  leave  to  erect  or  build  a 
town  according  unto  their  place  liniiicd,  nam' d  (\; i.';',  abrnt.  tlie  midway  from 
Herapsc  -'ad,  upon  s'icli  pnviic:::es  and  ti-.vi'ar  ^-i  min'i-bi  i<:  fs,  su'^h  as  th»^  inha- 
bitants of  the  New  IN'etherlanns  rmf^rallv  do  [loss'^s  intiitir  lan'is  ;  and  likewisp 
in  the  ciioicc  of  il;eir  rnas^istrate.^,  as  iii  ili''  o;h!;r  viila^'e.s  or  towns,  as  2\Iidule.- 
borough,  Breukiin,  Midv.'out,  and  Anirrsnut. 

"  Done  at  the  fort  in  Isew-Xeihorland^  this  "Jlst  of  M.".r(di, 

"  By  order  of  the  governor-general  and  ronvn!  of  ih*;  N.;  w-NttherlaiuJs, 

'•  CoicN'KMt  s  Van  III- wen,  Secrcuiry." 

A  more  formal  and  extensive  patent  was  granted  to  the  town 
in  1660,  in  which  it  was  incorporated  by  tlie  nnmu  of  JiusdorpCy 
fronra  town  of  that  name  in  Holland,  and  v/iiich  it  reuiitied 
till  the  conquest,  when  tlie  prc•^o^t  appellation  v/.-is  iidopted. 
The  Dutch  governor  was  characteristicaliy  jciilous  of  the  ex- 
ercise ofautliority  by  others,  and  endeavored,  as  Air  as  pos- 
sible, to  concentrate  all  power  in  himself  end  his  council,  v>-iio 
were  most  generally  subservient  to  his  v.-ishes.  April  12, 
1660,  lie  ortlcrcd  the  magistrates  of  this  tuwii  to  ivl<'v  a  cer- 
tain cause  then  }:endin<x  before  them,  to  O.iv  council  to  be  deter- 
mined, althoui^h  the  magistrate^,  by  ibe  chart-  r,  were  vested 
with  full  power  to  hold  courts,  civil  and  criminal,  with  a  limit- 
ed jurisdiction,  and  to  make  ordmanci-s  lor  the  welfare  and 
good  government  of  the  town.  They  were  authorized  to 
choose  their  own  magistrates,  subject  to  the  approval  or  otn- 
erwise  of  the  governor  ;  and  it  was  the  practice  in  all  the  En- 
glish towns  in  subordmation  to  the  Dutch,  to  select  double  the 
number  to  winch  thev  v.ere  entitled,  out  of  wh.ich  the  <{over- 
nor  designated  those  v/ho  should  serve.    The  first  town  meet- 
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ins:  of  which  any  record  remains,  was  held  the  ISth  of  Febru- 
ary, 1656,  when  it  was  voted,  amotiir  other  things,  that  Daniel 
Denton  should  enter  all  acts  and  orders  of  public  concernmentj 
and  to  have  jive  shiUuii^s  a-ycar  for  his  trouhleP  Aui!;ust  16. 
1659.  tlie  town  chose  Robert  Coe,  Richard  Everit,  Samuel  ."Ma- 
thews, Luke  Watson,  and  Nathaniel  Denton,  to  be  presented  to 
the  governor  for  the  nomuiation  of  n:iagistrates.  "  At  a  town 
meeting,  ^larch  25,  1650,  it  was  voted  that  the  people  mow  by 
squadrons  ;  to  wit,  John  Townsend  and  his  squadron  at  the 
East  Neck :  Robert  Coe  and  ins  squadron  at  tlie  Long  Neck  ; 
Nicholas  Tanner  and  his  squadron  at  the  Old  House  :  and  Na- 
thaniel Denton  and  his  squadron  at  the  Hav/-trees."  In  many 
Indian  deeds  for  land  in  thi.s  town,  there  is  a  sin2;ular  excep- 
tion or  reservation,  of  iho  tali  trees  upon  vrhich  the  eagles 
build  their  nests."  '.Phese  v;ere  probably  not  what  we  call 
eagles,  but  hawks  or  crani-^,  \\-hich,  it  is  well  known,  were  deem- 
ed sacred  birds  by  some  Indian  tribes. 

'•Town  meeting,  February  IS,  1600,  it  is  voted  that  Daniel 
Denton  make  a  rate  for  paynjo"  for  the  buH's  hire  the  last  year 
by  the  town,  and  that  l>uke  AVatson  and  John  Rhodes  gatlier 
the  same.  Tite  town  ai^)  ai^reed  to  cast  lots  for  the  south 
meadows,  they  beiii::  dividLd  into  four  necks  and  the  inhabitants 
into  four  squadrons.''  it  was  in  the  powei  of  any  one  of  the  ma- 
gistrates by  warrant  to  noiify  a  town  meeting,  and  all  who  nes:- 
lected  \o  attend  afier  twciiiy^Kair  hom-s'  notice,  forfeited  their 
rates  for  that  year,  in  ibr^i,  Jan.  15,  it  was  ordered  that  a  rate 
be  made  '-'to  pay  for  a  volf  rf  AbraJiani's  Idlling.  and  one 
that  John  Totriisfuffs  p>.f  calcJicdP  On  the  oOth  of  April, 
1661,  it  was  voted  and  a^rc^d  to  liire  a  cow-keeper,  to  keep 
all  the  town's  cows  and  calves  lor  the  year  ;  and  also  to  pay 
to  IMr.  Coe  eleven  p^ Minds  in  n;(,od  passable  wampum,  out  cf 
money  'lent  to  tlie  town  by  'Mx.  Tanner.  The  town  beini:^  in- 
formed of  0//6  tliat  pjirKVi  other  folk's  cows,  and  having  be*  n 
catched  in  the  act,  it  v.ms  ordered  that  V.hlliam  Foster  should 
pros  ^cute  the  olfender  to  the  ?///err/irA9?',  either  here  or  at  the 
3Ianliattocs.'"  January  30,  1662,  the  town  agreed  and  voted 
to  pay  Abraham  Snuth  thirty  shillings  a-yearybr  hcatin::  the 
drum  Oil  Sunday.'-     On  the  6th  of  ]March,  1662,  the  tov/n 
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voted  a  troopers  coat  and  a  kettle  to  the  Iiiclinn?;  in  full  of  (he 
claim  due  them  for  land  liereiofore  purchased  of  them;  and  al- 
so to  build  a  house  for  the  minister,  twenty-six  ft^'t  [owj,  seven- 
teen wide,  and  ten  feet  between  joint  and  joint.  On  the  U'Jih 
of  January,  1663,  town  voted  to  pay  thirty  shiihnes  a-year  for 
beating  drum  on  Sundays  and  other  public  meeting-  days,  m  lo 
p:L\d  hi  tobacco  pa//nic}i(,  or  111  \^ 'neat  at  six  and  eight  pence, 
or  Indian  corn  at  four  shillings  a  bushel.  Town  a^creed,  iM'b. 
6,  16i)3,  that  whoev^er  shall  kill  any  wolf,  the  head  being  shown 
to  the  town  or  riailed  upon  a  tree,  sliall  have  sevtm  bushels  of 
Indian  corn ;  and  tiiat  Mr.  Coe  and  Ralph  Keeler  agree  witli 
George  Norton  about  building  the  met-ting-hotise."  On  tfie 
16th  of  t'eb.  1663,  it  was  ordered  by  the  town  that  every  dwel- 
ling-house shall  have  a  suliicieiit  ladder  to  re;u.'h  within  two 
feet  of  the  riJge,  under  [penalty  of  two  and  sixj)oiice. 

February  19,  lf)65,  the  town  voted  tluit  Richard  liver  it 
should  go  to  NauniitatnpaJ:.  the  Rockaway  SLschem,  to  g»  {  iiuu 
to  come  to  the  general  court  at  Hempstead,  t(»  maintain  ih'.- 
several  purcliases  that  have  been  uiade  of  him  by  ih''  town.  ai:d 
for  a  recompense  for  his  attendance  the  town  will  give  hmi  a 
coat."  This  request,  it  seem--^,  was  made  in  lairsuaiice  of  ati 
order^issued  by  Governor  Richard  Nicoil.-,  hn-  liic  d'.  i'Uta  s 
of  all  tiie  towns  to  meet  him  in  convention  ^.l  H*  n. } -ir.!'!.  m 
^larch,  1665,  and  to  bring  witli  thum  such  evidrrici  <  ;is  tla-)'  li;Hj 
for  tlicir  lands,  and  such  of  the  Indian  chii-is  ^.s  conlil  h't  pr«'- 
vailed  upon  to  attend.  On  t!ie  5th  of  {-'ebrnai  y,  i!"'*>5,  a  nt 
of  confirmation  for  the  lands  purchast-d  by  lii-'  town  at  v.i:s>Mi> 
times  was  granted  by  Governor  t)  ii^miol  ])  ;;(  ■;!, 

Robert  Coe,  Bryan  Newton,  Vv'illiam  I  lallet.  Anhrru-  .Mc-ncu- 
ger,  Anthony  Waters,  and  Naciiamel  D.-nton.  f'T  .md  '-n  h-iiaif 
of  themselv^es  and  their  associut'.s,  tiie  Ir'-fiioidi-rs  a'ni  niiiabii- 
ants  of  the  said  town,  their  lieirs,  successors,  and  assigns,  as 
folluws,  to  wit  : 

'•■  AU  that  certain  tract  of  land,  which  a!i.u.}y  li  ith  hr.'u,  or  hvieaUei-  sinl!  b-.^ 
purchased  for  and  oi\  beliiltV  i»t'  .^i-'i  t!>v.ii'.'  oi  i^i\.\>:yiXf  v/iieihcr  iVoiu  y-. 
ii.aivo  proprio'uDr.s  or  oiucrs,  'A-uiiiii  lun.u  bounds  hereat'ter  expicst  :  tliii: 
!■>  to  s.iy,  yt.'  e.ii('?rii  bouii^U  tir^iniiiiij'  on  tii''  tMsi  side  of  ye  Little-PUiin 5,  vt 
ex:ende  souch-easi  to  Rockaway  Swaiiipe;  tlien  norih-east  from  Htin[ -a.ii 
boup.ds,  to  ruarie  wc.-jt  as  yc  trees  arc  m-nk't,  on  or  abaut  ye  middle  of  ye  ili 
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■nntil  it  reach  to  fiiushing  ereeke  (which  are  their  norih  bouridSj  and  divides  them 
from  the  tov/ne  of  illushing)  iiccurding  unto  an  oider  ma'ieat  tlie  Generali  meeting 
at  the  Lowne  of  Hcn)pstea'l  in  llie  n-.onih  of  Morels,  lt>b3;  then  to  meet  Xewtown. 
bounds  at  ye  .so!Jth-west  edcr^  of  the  Hills,  ye  north-west  corner  beginning  at 
certaine  mark't  trees  at  ye  edge  of  ye  said  Hil!s,  ironi  whence  to  runne  in  a 
south  line  to  a  certaine  river,  iliat  is,  to  ye  east  of  Plunder  s-Neck,  and  bounded 
south  by  the  sea." 

On  the  5th  of  Xovemberj  166S,  the  town  agreed  with  John 
Waget  to  fence  the  burying-placej  ten  rods  square,  for  the  sum 
of  £4,  in  current  pay  ;  and  on  the  6th  of  March,  1670,  voted  to 
give  Mr.  Prudden  ,£10  as  their  minister,  vvdth  the  house  and 
lot  in  possession  of  ^Ir.  ^Valker  ;  and  that  a  convenient  pew  be 
buiU  for  liitn  to  preach  in.  The  amount  ordered  by  tlie  town. 
Tsov.  7",  1674,  to  be  paid  to  the  Indians  tor  their  v/est  purchase^ 
consisted  of  one  trooper's  coat,  live  r^aujs,  three  blankets,  sixteen 
coats,  nine  kettles,  ten  por.i:ids  of  powc!er,  ten  bars  of  lead,  one 
coat  in  liquors,  thirty  frahoius  of  wampurDj  and  a  quart  more 
liquor.  On  the  17th  of  ?day^  1GS6,  Governor  Dono;an  issued 
a  new  patent  for  th'j  town,  to  the  following  persons  named 
therein  as  patentees  on  behadf  of  tlieniselves  and  their  asso- 
ciates: 

isi.^liolas  Everit,  Jonas  Wood,  Richard  Rliodes^ 

Nathaniel  D  -n'on,  W ill iir.i  {Tester,  Thomas 'L'.imberson, 

Nehemiah  Saiith,  John  Everit,  Joseph  Sa"»ith, 

Daniel  Denton,  Edward  Fligbie,  George  Woolsey, 

John  Oidfields,  Daniel  Whitehead,  John^Baylis, 

William  Creed.  John  Carpenter,  Thomas  Smiih, 

Bryant  Newton,  John  ff'urman,  Wait  Smith, 

Benjamin  Coe,  JSuinu'?!  Smith,  Samuel  Mills. 

The  said  last-mcniioned  patent  sets  forth  that  an  agreement 
had  been  entered  into  tho  ;?d  of  December,  16S4,  by  which  it 
was  concluded  and  determined  that  the  town  of  Jamaica  siiould 
make  no  claim  to  Rock'a way-Neck;  and  that  l)y  Rockaway  river 
should  be  understood  the  river  that  runs  out  of  Roclauvay 
Swamp,  and  to  be  .lamaica's  cast  bounds;  and  that  the  mea- 
dows on  the  west  tliercof  s.hould  belon^r  to  Jamaica. 

The  town  being  called  together  in.  arms  on  d:5e  Sth  of 
October,  lOSO,  Joiin  ]iiyh.-§,  Jr.,  was  chosen  captain,  Jonas 
Wood,  lieutenant,  and  flopo  Carpenter,  erisinfu."  On  the  6lh 
day  of  December  next  tbl lowing,  the  town  voted  and  airreed 
drat  there  should  be  a  meetino-diouse  built  sixtv  feet  lonif,  thirty 
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feet  wide,  and  ever  1/ waij  else  ih^.t  should  be  convenient  and 
Cornell/  for  a  meetino;  lioase.  There  was  no  other  than  a  Pres- 
byterian churcli  in  this  town  for  more  than  half  a  century 
after  the  settlement.  Tlie  first  house  for  reli^^ious  worship 
was  built  in  16G2,  and  the  town,  by  a  public  vote,  auTced 
to  give  the  Rev.  Zadiariah  Walker  as  their  minister,  a 
salary  of  sixty  pounds  a-year,  payable  in  wheat  and  Indian 
corn  at  current  prices  ;  he  \7as  accordino^ly  settled  liere  in  1663, 
and  continued  till  his  removal  to  Stratford  in  1668.  From 
Stratford  he  went  to  AVoodbury,  where  he  died.  He  v/as  the 
son  of  Robert  AValker,  v/ho  lived  in  Boston  in  1634.  He  had 
also  a  son  named  llobcrt,  afterwards  a  judn^e  of  the  superior 
•court  of  Connecticut,  wiio  died  at  Stratford  in  1772,  one  of 
wiiose  daughters  was  tiie  wife  oftlie  Kev.  I^.lr.  AVctmore,  and 
another  the  wife  of  John  M.  Reed,  mayor  of  Norwich.  His 
son,  Gen.  Joseph  Walker,  a  brav^.  and  patriotic  officer,  died  at 
Saratoga,  Au^rust  11,  ISIO.  The  Rev.  John  Pruddm  suc- 
ceeded j\Ir.  Walker  as  the  minister  of  this  town.  He  was 
son  of  the  Rev.  Peter  Prudden,  wlio  came  to  Ne\v-l].iVv-!i  with 
the  celebrated  John  Davenport,  and  settled  at  ."Miiford  in  1639. 
Mr.  Prudden  graduated  at  Harvard  CoUeLie  in  and  was 

settlediiere  in  1670,  where  lie  remained,  respected  and  useful, 
till  1692,  when  lie  removed  to  Newark,  and  contuiued  tlicre  till 
his  death,  December  11,  1725.  The  Ri  v.  Oeorirc  RlilUips  of 
Rowley,  Massacluisetts,  was  the  next  clere:ym:ui.  1  b*  i!T>i  lu.iti'd 
at  Harvard  CoUe2:e  in  16S6,  and  was  settled  hure  in  169:5.  He 
continued  about  four  years,  when  he  removed  lt"»  S  un  C'-i  \i\ 
the  town  of Droolfnaven  in  1697,  and  died  th.^re  \\\  17:;'.».  His 
characler  and  qualifications  were  of  a  hiir;!  ord^-r.  rtirl  Ins  de- 
scendants are  both  num.'rou>  and  rc^:) 'i-i.il)!-.  \\\  Ifi'.'S  the 
Rev.  John  Hubbard  became  the  nnnistm*  of  Jamxica,  and 
measures  were  taken  in  tiie  year  foUowimr  to  erect  a  new 
church,  and  persons  were  duly  apjjointed  to  solicit  donations 
for  the  purpose.  A  tract  of  land  iiad  teen  set  apart  for  a  par- 
sonage in  1676,  togedier  witii  a  piece  of  meadow,  which,  it  was 
voted,  should  continue  at  the  dis[)osal  of  the  town.  In  1700  a 
new  stone  church  was  orecteti,  (•vhicli  stood  in  t'le  middle  of 
the  public  street,)  but  without  restricting  the  use  of  it  to  any 
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particular  denomination  ;  and  in  a  short  time  thereafter  the 
most  serious  and  bitier  disputes  arose,  which  kept  the  people  in 
difRcuhy  and  agit;Uion  for  more  than  twenty  years.  The 
matter  was  thus  :  In  the  year  1702,  in  consequence  of  a  dan- 
gerous sickness.  Governor  Cornbury  removed  with  the  council 
to  tiie  village  of  Jan:iaica,  and  for  the  special  acconirnodation 
of  his  Excellency,  as  well  as  from  respect  to  his  exahed  station, 
the  Rev.  ISlr.  Hubbard  cheerfully  accorded  to  him  the  use  of 
the  parsonao;e-house,  which  was  one  of  the  best  in  tlie  place, 
and  himself  renjoved  mto  another.    It  should  here  be  recol- 
lected that  it  was  one  of  the  conditions  published  by  authority 
of  the  Duke  of  York  in  tlie  infancy  of  the  colony  administra- 
tion under  Inm,  that  e\'ory  tov.  n  should  elect  tiieir  own  rninis- 
terSj  and  compensaio  lin/in  arcojuinc^  to  sucii  ao^reement  as  tliey 
should  make  with  ilicm.    'Vln^  was,  of  course,  a  o;reat  encour- 
ag-ement  to  new  settlers,  and  for  fresh  immigrations  from 
Europe;  at  whicli  time  there  was  probably  not  half  a  dozen 
professed  Episcopalians  in  the  County  of  Queens,  the  inhabit- 
ants beino;  almost,  without  exception,  Presbyterians  or  Indepen- 
dents.   Therefore  there  was  no  reasonable  cause  why,  in  the 
establishment  of  churci!<>s  by  them,  any  precautions  should 
have  been  adopted  to  ]T(!hibit  the  use  of  them  to  other  denomi- 
nations, or  prevent  oih(  r  sects  from  claiminsr  any  right  to 
possess  theuL     The  i:^['isropalians  had  become  somewhat 
mimerous  about  th<.'  tune  the  governor  took  up  his  residence 
here,  and  bein:r  conniiMsanced,  if  not  instigated  by  liim,  tliey 
made  a  bold  attempt  to  obtam  possession  of  the  stone  church, 
with  a  determination  t.>  <ii\-t;.>^i  ibc  Presbyterians  of  tlie  right  to 
occupy  it,  and  convert  u  entirely  to  their  own  use.    It  so  i^ap- 
pened  that  Mr.  nn])i  ard.  wiio  had  perlbrnied  religious  services 
in  the  foreijoon.  upoii  ri  tnrning  to l!ie  church  in  the  atternoon, 
to  his  great  surprise,  f  -nnd  it  occupied  by  the  Episcopalians  ; 
their  clergyman,  tiie  W'-.v.  Mr.  Gordon,  in  the  pulpit,  and  fold- 
ing fjrth  to  a  few  auditors  who  had  taken  possession  of  liie 
seats.    He  tliereupon,  wiih  true  Christian  forbearance,  invited 
his  people  to  an  orciiard  near  by,  where  he  preached  -to  tbem 
imder  the  shade  of  a  lar^e  tree.  The  Presbyterians  subsequently 
obtained  the  key  of  the  churcl),  regained  the  possession,  a?"id 
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locked  it  up;  but  early  the  next  Sunday;  some //cro/c  indi- 
viduals of  the  Episcopal  party,  with  suitable  iniphMiu^its,  hr(»k 
open  the  door,  and  forcibly  maintained  posso^sion  till  tlicir 
miuistcr  arrived  and  had  gone  throno^h  the  servi' H.tV!!  :: 
thus  attain  become  the  occupants  of  the  church,  niid  1 1  ]!;,' 
countenanced  and  assisted  bv  the  civil  aiUboniv.  ur'ii  ;,,<; 
o^overnor  at  their  head,  they  kept  possession  of  it  fur  mow 
twenty-five  years  ^  when,  after  a  tedious,  expensive,  and  M!i;r'. 
ing litigation,  the  Presbyterians  recovered  thepossessitm  bv  d^iv 
course  of  law.    The  Hon.  Lewis  Morris,  afterwards  p^vm  '-r 
Oi  New  Jersey,  v/as  at  this  time  chief  justice  of  ?sew-York.  .-.lJ 
presided  at  the  trial,  which  resulted  in  flu'or  of  the  r)'.diiii;l 
claimants  of  the  church.    But  such  was  the  indi^nai;.)!]  is*  i\,v 
Episcopal  parly  at  their  defeat,'  that  even  h\>  iu)i;i;f  d  .1  i,< 
escape  their  malevolent  aspersions  ;  and  u-as  cttinjit  i!>  d.  <.!;t  >  i. 
respect  to  public  opinion,  to  repel  the  charijo  of  jiKiM  ial  {..ir;; 
ity,  by  pubhshing  a  vindication  of  ids  olhcird  c.)iK!u''t  in  rc,  \. 
tion  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  him  at  the  tri.d.     <  \',r.i  .w  .  , 
the  sheriii,  under  the  protection  of  l^urd  (/uinbury,  '.r.is  .-.r^ 
active  agent  in  this  ncfirious  transaction.    Ih*  sei/vd     >  li  i\,r 
church  glebe,  divided  it  into  lots,  and  leased  l!^  ^!J  c;;!  ;^.r  tl 
bennfitof  the  dehnqnent  party.    He  sustained  a  «1. -.1-10. if  f  (  !!.'. 
racter,  and  being  afterwards  imprisoned,  hanirrd  biii-^'^f  ;n  «:« 
pair.   This  unpleasant  contest,  so  unwortiiy  the  ( "athni...- 
which  now  characterises  most  denominatioi!^       (  :>:,  •;  •  ,  , 
may,  in  a  great  measure,  l^e  ascribed  to  the    cni;  r  t-  n  ;  .  r  <  : 
the  times,  loitered,  if  not  excited,  l^y  the  C'dua:^  1      iry  j  1 
governor,  who  did  more  to  disgrace  tlio  adni ir;  :  ;  u  «  i  :!  • 
colony  than  all  his  predecessors.    Never  was  ti  •     n  j^v^  i!.<  r 
of  New-York  so  nniversriliy  dett^stod,  or  su  d*     rvi-  a'^!;**:- 
r^nce.     His  behavior  was  irilhn::,  m*-an,  and  CAirv.vairniit ; 
wdnie  his  despotism,  bigotry,  injcstiee,  arid  msanable  avariOe, 
aroused  the  indignation  of  the  peop!e;  and  at  the  lermmaiion 
of  his  ada)inistratio!i,  he  v/as  t.hrov.-n  into  jail  by  his  credilors. 
After  his  return  to  England,  hov.'evcr,  he  succeeded  his  fathvr 
as  Earl  of  Clarendon. 

The  Ilcr.  George  M/i^^/tis  was  the  next  minister  of  ihis 
church  in  1712  ;  but  little  more  is  known  of  him  than  tliat, 
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after  remaining-  here  eight  years,  he  removed,  in  1720,  to  "Wal- 
kill  in  Orange  County,  where  he  received  the  grant  of  some 
lands  Irom  the  crown.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Robert 
Cross,  an  Irish  gentleman,  in  1723.  He  had  been  previously 
settled  as  a  niinister  at  Newcastle,  New  Jersey.  He  was  much 
respected  for  his  amiable  manners  and  christian  conduct  ;  and 
afier  remaining  here  till  1730,  he  was  invited  to  take  charge 
of  the  first  Presbyterian  church  in  New- York,  where  he  re- 
mained till  his  death  at  a  very  advanced  age.  His  immediate 
successor  in  the  cliurch  here,  was  the  Rev.  George  Hcaihcote, 
an  Englishman,  much  distino^uished  for  his  respectability  and 
learning,  and  wlio  was  followed  in  173S  by  tlie  Rev.  V^'alfer 
Wilmot.  He  grau netted  at  Yale  College  in  1735.,  and  remain- 
ed the  pastor  ot  this  cliurch  till  his  decease,  Aug.  5,  1744.  He 
was  a  native  of  the  town  ot"  Southampton,  and  married  Free- 
love  Townscnd  of  Oyster-llav,  of  the  society  of  Friends.  He 
is  supposed  to  be  the  first  minister  buried  in  this  town.  The 
succeeding  clergyman  was  tlie  Rev.  David  Bosiwick,  of  Scotch 
extraction.  He  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1720,  and  gradu- 
ated at  Yale  College  in  1741.  Upon  his  settlement  here  in 
1745,  a  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Kev.  Aaron  Burr,  then 
president  of  Princeton  College.  He  was  of  a  mild,  catholic  dis- 
position, of  great  piety  and -zeal ;  confining  himself  entirely 
to  the  proper  business  of  his  calling,  and  was  respected  by 
good  men  of  all  denominations.  ,  He  was  the  author  of  Memoirs 
of  President  Davies,  prcfixrd  to  his  sermon  on  the  death  of 
Georofell.  in  1761.  In  i7r)G  he  removed  to  New-York,  where  he 
died  Nov.  12,  17G3.  Hf'  wa<  sue*  oded  here  by  the  Rev.  Elisha 
Spencer,  born,  (says  the  K"v.  Dr.  IMiiler,  who  married  his 
grand-daughter,)  at  I\ast  Haddam  in  1722,  and  graduated  at 
Yale  College  in  174G.  He  was  the  l)rotlier  of  Major  Geh. 
Joseph  Spencer  of  the  Ani'-rican  Revolutionary  army,  who 
died  at  East  Haddam  in  17>'.).  ]Mr.  Spencer  settled  liere  ^lay 
22,  174S.  as  tlie  colleague  of  ]\Ir.  Bostv.dck,  but  was  part  of 
the  time  employ*^]  as  acha{)lain  of  the  army  during  the  French 
war.  He  continued  here,  after  the  removal  of  Mr.  Bostwick 
in  1756,  until  1760,  when  he  succeeded  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rogers, 
at  St.  George's,  Delaware,  after  the  removal  of  the  latter  gen- 
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tieman  to  New- York  in  17G5.  He  removed  again,  in  1770,  to 
Trenton,  where  he  died  in  Dec.  17S4.  Tlie  Rev.  Bcnoni 
Bradner  graduated  at  Princeton  in  1755,  and  was  settled 
here  in  1760.  In  two  years  after  he  removed  to  Nine  Partners,. 
Dntchess  County  ;  and  was  succeedea  by  the  Rtv.  IVilliaNi 
Mills.  Mr.  Mills  was  born  at  Smithtown,  iNhirch  13,  1739  : 
graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1756  ;  and  settled  here  in  1702, 
where  he  remained  till  his  death  in  1774.  He  was  one  ot^tlie 
most  amiable  of  men,  and  faithfully  devoted  to  the  duties  of 
his  station.  The  Rev.  Nathan  Woodhuli,  minister  of  New- 
town, was  his  nephe'w,  and  came  into  the  possession  of  his 
manuscript  sermons,  which  were  numerous  and  we'd  written. 
The  next  ministpr  of  this  church  was  the  Rev.  Mathias 
Buruet,  born  at  Battle  Hill,  New  Jersey,  and  gradnaied  at 
Princeton  College  in  1769.  He  settled  here  in  1775.  and  con- 
tinued greatly  resp?cied  and  useful  till  17S5;  when  he  re- 
moved to  Norwalk,  Connecticut,  and  took  char:re  of  an  Ejns- 
copal  church  there,  where  he  died  in  ISOG.  The  Rtv.  Jamvs 
Glasshrook  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  settled  here  in  ITS'm 
but  removed  in  two  or  three  years,  and  wassuccetded  by  the 
Rev.  George  Faioute,  a  native  of  the  city  of  Ncw-Yor'c.  ile 
gi;aduatedat  Princeton  in  1774,  and  was  settled  at  Cnn. hcriar;  ]. 
New  Jersey ;  whence  he  removed  to  tliis  place  ui  An:^^  17^9, 
where  he  continued  until  his  death,  Aug.  21,  1>15.  lie  was 
for  a  part  of  the  time  of  his  residence  ht-re  an  insiructr-r  in 
Union-Hall  academv;  and  universally  cs!i;enicd  u^v  (t-amnrratHl 
the  excellence  of  his  character.  The  Rn\  Iliirnj  R.  11'  .'/, 
who  graduated  at  I'nion  Collcire  in  ISP?,  was  sf-'ih  d  i.-rc 
Jan.  4,  1S16,  and  reiiiained  till  1^22,  wli./n  lie  r'-Mi'^vrd  t,> 
Albany,  and  afterwards  to  Wheeling  in  Virginia,  lb-  w;i^  suc- 
ceeded here  by  the  Rci\  Seyr/iour  P.  J\niL\  3birch  (>,  1S23, 
He  was  dismissed  3Iav  9,  1S25,  and  da-d  at  Hatlands,  ivmg's 
County,  a  shoit  time  after.  The  pres-iit  worthy  minister,  the 
Rev.  Blias  W.  Cran^.  is  a  native  of  Elizabethtown,  New 
Jersey;  and  was  svttl^d  at  S|»nn2"fie!d  in  that  state,  Jan.  5, 
1S20,  from  whence  he  removed  to  this  cliurch  Oct.  31,  1^2*). 
The  Rcfonned  Diit-:^h  Clcwck  in  this  town  was  first  oro:n]2- 
ized  in  1702,  by  D.r.^ii  slIiIcis  from  the  adjoining  county  vt 


.■11     '  • 1  - 


392 


IHSTOiiY   OF  LONG  ISLAND. 


King's  and  the  city  of  New-York.  The  first  church  was  erect- 
ed in  1715.  It  was  of  an  ootat^onal  shape,  and  stood  upon  the 
south  side  of  the  present  I'niton  Street,  opposite  to  tlie  present 
Dutch  church.  Many  other  churches  were  constructed  of 
a  similar  fonrij  as  most  airreeable  to  their  notions  of  architec- 
tural elegance,  and  best  calculated  to  accommodate  conveni- 
ently the  greatest  number  of  pei^sons  in  the  least  space.  Tug 
first  minister  of  this  congregation^  was  the  IleL\  Ilenrij  Goets- 
chius,  who,  when  a  hov,  came  with  his  fatiier  from  Zurich 
in  Switzerland,  to  Pniladeiphia,  huvin<2:  received  a  call  to  the 
First  Reformed  Gernrin  church  of  that  city.  Young  Goetsc bins 
had  previously  commenced  his  education  at  tlie  university  of 
Zurich,  wluch  he  completed  with  h's  lather  upon  his  arrival 
in  America.  Atler  bis  ordmaiior)  he  preacbed  for  awiiile  in 
the  Dutch  churches  of  Xoi  th  and  Southampton,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  from  whence  he  removed  hero,  and  became  pastor  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  churches  in  Uueen's  County,  which  were  as- 
sociate churches,  and  constituted  one  congi'f'gation.  His  resi- 
dence w^as  in  Jamaica.  At  this  period  an  unhappy  division  exist- 
ed in  the  churches  relative  to  their  subordination  to  the  cburcfi 
of  floliand.  Most  of  the  Dute'h  clergy  in  this  country  came 
from  thence,  and  r-'m  iinod  strongly  attached  to  their  father- 
land;  while  the  chure!it'>  eontnuied  under  the  supervision  aiid 
control  of  the  Cla.ssi.','  of  Amsterdam,  which  claimed  the  ex- 
clusive right  of  Orel  litiiiig  all  ,  licentiates  for  the  ministry. 
This  requirement  v.-as  S()')n  found  to  be  vexatious,  expensive, 
and  dilatory.  The  nee-'Ssity  of  being  independent  of  the  motlier 
church  v/as  fell  by  a  p  n-iion  of  the  church  here,  v.diiie  otbers 
thought  best  to  preserve  tiieir  coniiection  v/ith  tlie  church  of 
Holland.  The  claim  of  indei);-ndeucc  finally  prevailed  ;  and 
m  1.771  hartnony  was  r-st^ned  tj  th(;  churcbes  in  this  state. 
Mr.  Goetschius  rem;utU'J  bore  till  1751,  employing  much  of 
his  time  in  preparirr/  young  men  for  the  ministry,  when  he 
was  called  to  ia!:e  chaige  of  the  Dutch  church  at  Hackensack, 
where  he  died.  Tiie  second  minister  of  this  cburch  was  the 
Knv.  Thomas  Roiuf'i/n^  brother  of  the  late  Kev.  Derick 
Komeyn  of  Scbenectady,  and  uncle  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  John 
B.  Ixomeyn of  New- York.  ^  He  v.ms  settled  here  in  1752,  and  re- 
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mained  about  twenty  yearsj  when  he  removed,  and  was  succeed- 
ed by  the  Rev.  Hcrmanus  Loelen.  He  came  from  Holland  in 
17G6j  and  after  remaining;  a  few  years,  returned  aa"ain  to  his 
native  country.  The  Rev.  &olo'mon  Fraligk  settled  lieie  in 
1775,  but  left  the  island  m  17  7G  on  its  being  taken  possession 
of  by  the  British  troops.  He  afterwards  settled  at  Hackens  iciv 
as  successor  to  Mr.  Goetchius,  and  was  appointed  Professor  of 
Divinity  by  the  general  synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church. 
He  was  succeeded  here  by  the  Rev.  Rynier  Van  Nest,  who  was 
settled  in  1785,  and  remained  several  years.  The  Rev.  Zach- 
ariah  Kuijpers  was  settled  in  1794,  and  labored  at  stated  inter- 
vals, as  his  predecessors  had  done,  in  the  Dutch  churches  of 
Newtovv^n,  Success,  and  Wolver-ITollow.  In  the  year  ISO?, 
thechutches  of  Jamaica  and  Newtown  separated  froirt  tlio^c  in 
North-Hempstead  and  Oyster-Bay,  and  in  the  same  year  settled, 
as  their  joint  minister,  the  Rlv.  Jacob  Schoonniaki  who  still 
continues  a  blessing  to  the  church,  and  greatly  esteemed  by  all 
who  know  him.  It  is  a  curious  fact,  that  this  gentleman  i^  the 
great-grandson,  in  the  maternal  line,  of  the  Rev.  Henry  (i  -et- 
chiusj  the  first  minister  of  this  church,  and  wJio  preached  here 
nearly  a  century  ago.  The  present  Dutch  cliurch  is  a  large  and 
handsome  edifice,  and  was  dedicated  July  -1,  Ifto'.l 

Oi"  the  Episcopal  Church  in  this  town,  its  hi.story,  like 
those  of  the  other  churches,  is  defective  and  unsatisiaeiory.  'ilie" 
society  for  propagating  the  gospel  in  foreigii  ]»;iris,  o/iarlLTvd  wi 
England,  June  10.  1701,  concluded  to  send  mi^Munaru  s  to  th!,<c 
country,  to  :iscertain  from  personal  inspection  ni  vwdiat  ijiiinnt-T 
the  benevolent  objects  of  the  society  could  best  be  carried  in^o 
efiect.  The  first  person  selected  for  this  purj>ose  was  the  Rev. 
George  Kei^h,  v/ho  had  once  resided  in  penri.sylvania,  and 
apostatised  from  the  society  of  Friends,  'i'lie  Rw.  Patrick 
Garden^  intended  as  a  missionary  ibr  Long  Isiand,  accompanied 
Mr.  Keith,  and  arrived  at  Boston,  June  11,  17u2.  Tdr.  Gorden 
proceeded  thence  to  this  town,  wliere  lie  was  settled  the  sam^ 
year,  and  was  styled,  "  Reef  or  of  (Irici  n's  Count  y.^^  His  death 
took  place  in  a  short  time,  and  lie  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev. 
WiUia~in  Urqnhart.  In  the  rcfjurt  of  the  British  society,  pub- 
lished Feb.  10,  1705,  it  is,  among  other  things,  remarked^. 
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"  There  is  a  provision  in  Queen's  County  for  two  ministers^  of 
£60  each.  In  Q  ueen's  and  SulTulk  counties  are  two  church  of 
England  congregations,  nvduy  I/idcpeadevts  and  some  Qua- 
kers  and  LibertincsP  The  death  of  Mr.  Gordeu  was  much  re- 
gretted, as  he  was  a  man  of  much  learning,  great  moderation, 
sensible  and  prudent.  A  part  of  his  hbrary  is  still  preserved  in 
the  vestry-room  of  Grace  Churcli.  In  the  report  of  the  society 
in  England  for  170G,  it  is  related  that  "  Her  jMajesty,  Gtueen 
Ann,  was  pleased  to  allow  tiie  churches  of  Hempstead,  Jamaica, 
Westchester,  Rye,  ajid  Staten  Island,  each  a  large  chiirdi  Bible, 
conimon-prcujer  bnok\  hook  of  JtoniUies^  a  cloth  for  the  pul- 
pit^ a  cominunion  fahlc.  a  silver  chalice  and  patenP  Tdr. 
L'rquhart's  death  occurred  in  about  two  years  ailer  his  settle- 
ment here,  and  was  fnilowi  d  iry  Rer.  TJioinas  Foyer ^  from 
England,  in  1310.  He  was  s!np\v recked  in  his  passao-e,  and 
was  with  great  dilnculty  saved  trom  a  watery  grave.  He  ar- 
rived in  this  town  while  the  coiuroversy  was  raging  between 
the  Presbyterians  and  HpNCi^p.ihanSj  in  reference  to  the  pos- 
session and  the  ilse  of  thi.'  sfonc  church  ;  he  soon  after  drew 
up,  and  transmitted  to  the  Uut^cn  of  England,  a  statement  of  the 
existing  difficulties;  and  in  cnnsequcnce  of  which,  as  is  sup- 
posed through  th.e  uulii"uc».'  of'  Governor  Hunter,  her  iMajesty 
ordered  Tliat  in  all  casts  vhere  the  cJiurch  is  immediately 
concerned,  as  in  the  C(fsr  ^d'  Jamaica,  liberty  be  given  to  the  cler- 
gy to  appeal  from  the  i/ifcrior  courts  to  the  govprnor  and  coun- 
cil only,  without  limitation  of  any  sum;  and  that  as  veil  in 
this,  as  in  other  lilce  rases,  liherfy  be  given  to  the  clergy  to 
appeal  from  the  goru'm.r  ami  etna  il  to  Iter  -Majesty  aiid  the 
privy  conncil,  icithoi/t  limifa/iim  as  aforesaid.'''  The  motive 
which  dictated  this  trxti aoi diiia.ry  measure,  and  the  object  in. 
tended  to  be  subsevvtd  by  are  too  apparent  to  require  ex- 
planation; and  the  u^Uiira!  consequence  v/as,  to  protract  the  dis- 
seutions  above  mcniiDUuri,  and  to  render  the  minds  ot  the  peo- 
ple more  obstinate,  in  17:50  the  Rev.  Mr.  Poycr,  on  account 
of  his  advanced  a'^n-  and  great  infirmities^  as  he  expressed  it, 
requested  permission  from  the  society  to  return  to  England  ; 
and  his  death  took  ]>]ace  the  year  foliov/ing.  His  successor  was 
the  Rev.  Tiiomas  Colgan,  from  England  also,  who  was  settled 
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here  in  1732,  and  remained  till  his  death  in  1755.    At  the 
time  of  his  settiement  religious  services  were  performed  in  a 
bnildins:  appropriated  for  the  connty  courts,  on  the  site  of  the 
present  feraide  academy  in  the  village  of  Jiimaica.    In  1734 
was  erected  the  first  Episcopal  chnrch  in  tliis  town,  whi'.'h  was 
incorporated  byacharter  from  Lieut.  Governor  Golden  in  17G1, 
by  the  name  of  Grace  Church.    At  the  dedication  in  J7:M, 
Governor  Cosby  and  his  lady, together  with  the  council, aiid  other 
gentlemen  and  ladies  of  distinction  from  tlie  city,  honored  the 
occasion  with  their  presence  ;  and  a  splendid  entertainment  was 
given  at  the  house  of  Samuel  Clowes.    The  wife  of  his  Ex- 
cellency presented  the  congregation  a  large  Bible,  Conu/ion 
Prayer-Book^  and  a  surplice  for  tlie  minister.    The  Kcv.  .Mr. 
Col^an,  speaking  of  this  church  in  his  letter  to  tljt-  sociriy  in 
England,  says,     It  is  ihou^-ht  to  he  one  of  the  h<uiu.soiiir\si 
in  North  Amerka  /'  and  in  regard  to  a  reliirious  excitement 
then  existing  in  the  couiUy,  says,      Tiie  bite  predo/jfinnntin- 
thiisiasm  is  very  much  declined,  several  of  the  it  arhtrs,  (is 
ID  ell  as  hearers,  havini^  been  found  a^-ii  lit  ij  of  tJie  fouh.st  in- 
r/ioralilieSy  and  ot/iers  haviiii;-  wrouL^ht  tlie/nsf  Ives  intu  dmrn.- 
right  madness.''^    Mr.  Colgan  died  ir)  1755,  and  the  irovernor, 
Sir  Charles  Hardy,  introduced  the  J\er.  Sainud  Srabnr!/  m 
1756.    He  was  born  m  172S,  and  graduated  at  Vale  d^lU  -e 
in  174S.    Going  to  Scotland,  to  study  medicine,  in  ll.".'!,  he 
changed  his  design,  gave  ins  attention  to  tlicolo'iv,  -^nd  in-  ivi'r- 
ders  in  1753.    On  his  return  to  America  ho  senied  at  \ -w 
Brunswick,  from  whence  he  removed  to  thi<  j.  n  .-h.  jvehii 
Troup,  Esq.,  a  wcaltliV  citizen,  contnliUti  d  ii!  ^iM'.iy  lo  ih-: 
church,  and  presented  it  a  silver  colb  ctiou  plnti ,  a  lar^e  Pray*,  r- 
Book,  and  table  for  Ike  communion,    .Mr.  S.ahury.  m  his  let- 
ter to  the  society  in  Euidand,  complains  much  ol  the  miluence 
of  Infidelity  andQuakcrisni  upon  his  poopie  :  winch,  he  says, 
"  have  spread  their  corrupt  jjrinciples  to  a  surprisin^rdcLrreey 
He  mentions  the  celehrated  M'hitfuld,  who,  about  this  t  me 
visited  the  island,  and  says  that      IJe,  with  other  stroll  in:/ 
preachers,  represent  the  Church  of  Bnt^land  as  popish,  and 
teaching  people  to  expect  salvation  by  good  ^vorksJ'    In  1766 
Mr.  Seabury  removed  to  Vv'estciiester,  wliere  he  remained  till 
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the  commencement  of  the  revohition.  At  the  return  of  peace 
he  settled  in  New  London;  and  in  1781  was  consecrated,  (in 
Scotland.)  the  first  bishop  in  the  United  States,  and  presided  for 
the  remainder  of  his  life  over  the  diocess  of  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island.  He  died  Feb.  25,  1796.  The  Rev.  Joshua 
Bloomer  had  been  an  officer  in  the  provincial  service,  and  a 
merchant  in  New-York.  He  was  educated  at  King's  College, 
v;here  he  graduated  in  1761  ;  went  to  England  for  ordination 
in  1765,  settled  in  this  town  in  1769,  wiiere  he  died  June 
23,  1790;  and  was  succeeded  by  tiie  ]ler.  WiUiam  Haminel. 
This  gendeman  having  unfortunately  become  bhnd,  and  there- 
fore unable  to  discharge  his  pastoral  duties  acceptably,  resigned 
in  xVug.  1795.  Tlu'se  several  nnui^ters  oillciated  occasionally 
in  the  churches  of  Newtown  and  l/'lushing,  which  were  associ- 
ated with  Grace  Church  ;  buL  in  conseqnence  of  some  dissatis- 
faction, Newtown  witlidrew  from  the  union  in  1796 ;  and  on 
May  10,  1797,  the  Rev,  FAijcJt  D.  Ratioone  was  settled  here 
in  connection  with  the  church  of  Flushing.  This  gentleman 
graduated  at  Princeton  in  17S7,  and  in  1S02  he  removed  from 
this  place  to  Baltimore;  he  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Calvin 
White,  who  gradi  'Ued  at  Yale  College  in  1786,  and  setded 
here  in  1803;  but  re:i:oved  tiie  year  following,  and  w\as  succeed- 
ed by  the  Rev.  Ucorcrc  Sirchcck.  in  May,  1805.  He  remained 
only  a  short  time,  as  was  the  case  with  the  Rev.  Andrew  Fow- 
ler^ Rev.  John  Ireland.  Jicr.  Ednat.nd  J).  Barr?/j  o.nd  the  Rev. 
TimotJiif  Clowes ;  who  wore  successively  ministers  of  this 
church  from  1S»>j  to  lb  10.  The  ilev.  Gilbert  Sayer  graduated 
at  Columbia  College  m  I  SOS,  \va<^  settled  here  in  ISiO,  and 
continued  to  discharge  his  pastoral  duties  with  fidulity  and  zenl, 
till  loss  of  health  cornpeiied  Inui  to  desist  ;  and  vvns  succeeded 
by  the  present  v/ortliy  clergyman,  the  Kev.  WdHam  L.  John- 
son, in  1830. 

The  present  church  v/as  erected  about  the  year  1814,  and  is 
a  very  handsome  edihce  ;  the  interior  is  neat  and  convenient, 
with  an  onran  of  the  fmest  tone.  The  old  Presbyterian  stone 
church  was  taken  down  in  IS  11,  and  the  materials  made  use 
of  in  iidaying  tiie  foundation  of  the  present  church,  which  was 
completed  in  the  year  folio wmg. 
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Uni07i  Hall  Academy  was  founded  in  1792,  built  by  sub- 
scription in  sums  of  from  one  to  thirty  pounds.  Among  tho  con- 
tributors are  the  venerable  names  of  George  Clinton  and  John 
Jay ;  and  it  was  incorporated  the  same  year,  upon  tlie  applica- 
tion of  James  Foster  and  forty-nine  other  gentlemen.  The 
names  of  the  first  trustees  are  as  follows  : — 

John  Depeyster,  Abraham  Skinner,  Joseph  Robinson, 

Daniel  Minema,  Abraham  Ditmurs,  jr.  Williame  Haniniell, 

Abraham  Ditrnars,  John  Smilli,  Daniel  Kissam, 

George  Fatoute,  El iphalet  Wicks,  Jacob  Ogden, 

John  Williamson,  Isaac  Lcfferts,  Jost,  Van  Brunt, 

The  building  then  erected  has,  since  1S20,  been  appropriated 
for  the  female  department  ;  and  a  larger  edifice  was  in  that  year 
completed  in  anotlier  pnrt  of  the  village  for  the  male  scliool. 
This  latier  stracture  is  eighty  feet  long,  forty  wide,  and  two 
stories  in  height;  iiaving  three  rooms  upon  each  floor.  ■  ]>ot!i 
schools  constitute  one  institution,  and  are  governed  by  tlie  same 
board  of  trustees.  The  real  and  personal  estate  are  estiuiated 
at  ten  thousand  dollars,  including  a  library  of  five  humired 
volumes,  and  a  small  philosopliical  apparatus.  Tiie  p>rincipals 
of  this  useful  institution  have  been  as  follows : 

Malbytrelston,  Henry  Crosswell,  Micln.  l  Trnri., 

Samuel  Crosset,  George  Fatouie,  ^Vm.  fvinv  ii-.M'M-'^h, 

John  W.  Cox,  Albert  Oblf-n;is,  Joh:!  Mui)u'a:i, 

Wm.  Martin  Johnson,      Lewis  E.  A.  Eigenbroilt,  licojy  Ond-  n^onk,  jr. 
Henry  Liverpool, 

At  the  opening  of  this  academy  in  1792,  an  excellent  oration 
was  delivered  by  Abraham  Skumer,  Esq.  one  of  the  trust*  rs,  a 
resident  of  tlie  viUai^e,  and  a  lawyer  distin^ruislivd  h.-r  !iis  i.th-nts 
and  elocution.  This  frcntl-jman  was  a  zeal  his  and  active  Whig 
in  the  revolution,  and  iionored  with  tlie  coiiildv-nec  ol  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, by  wliom  he  was  appoiuttd  dc|'Uty  comnas- 
sary-general  of  prisoners.  In  Sparkss  life  and  writings  of 
^Yashinglon  is  the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Skinner,  ac- 
quainting him  of  an  arrangement  made  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
for  the  British  commissary  to  m<j(jt  Mr.  Skiimer  at  Elizabeth- 
town  on  ilie  19th  of  September.  17S0,  to  agree  upon  an  exchange 
of  oiTicers,  priboners  of  war,  U])on  a  footing  of  equal  rank;  and 
to  include  the  whole  of  the  oflicers  on  parole  at  New- York  or 
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in  Europe.  "  An  exchange,"  says  the  Genera],  of  all  the  olTi- 
cers,  prisoners  of  war  in  oar  hands,  is  earnestly  wished  ;  but  it' 
you  cannot  make  it  so  as  to  comprehend  the  whole,  make  it 
as  extensive  as  you  caiL"  Mr.  Skinner  met  the  British  corn- 
missary  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  but  foiled  to  accomplish 
a  plan  of  mutual  exchan^^e  within  the  range  of  his  instructions. 
In  1778  Mr.  Skinner  was  a])pointed  clerk  of  Gtueen's  County, 
and  held  the  otlice  till  1796.  In  17S.5  he  was  chosen  a  mem- 
ber of  the  state  legislature.  A  lew  years  after  he  removed  to 
the  city  of  New- York,  where  ho  enjoyed  a  lucrative  practice 
for  many  years  ;  from  wliencc  he  removed  to  Babylon  in 
Suffolk  County,  v/here  he  died  in  1S25,  and  was  interred  in 
this  village. 

A  press  was  establish':".l  in  tliis  place  in  1819  bv  Henry  C. 
Sleight,  and  a  weekly  newspaper  issued,  called  the  "  Lon:r  Is- 
land Farmer^'  This  publication  has  since  been  conducted 
by  several  otliers  in  succession,  and  for  some  time  past  by  Isaac 
F.  Jones,  its  present  editor  and  proprietor.  A  second  nevv^spaper 
was  commenced  in  May,  183.5,  called  the  Long  Island  Dt  nio- 
crat;^  and  is  still  continued  by  James  J.  Brenton. 

The  Village  of  Ja/naica  is  the  only  one  in  the  town  de- 
serving the  appellation,  and  is  in  all  respects  a  beautiful  place. 
It  is  located  near  the  centre  of  the  towm,  and  upon  the  great 
thoroughfare  from  Brooklyn  to  the  east  end  of  Long  Island,  en- 
joying every  desirable  ficihty  o,f  intercourse  with  the  surround- 
ing country.  Here  are  c<>!i<jcntratcd  the  different  roads  Icadins; 
to  Brooklyn,  Williamshnr^ii,  llockaway,  Flushing,  Jericho,  and 
Hempstead.  This  vilhii:*:  v.-as  made  the  seat  of  justice  for  the 
north-riding  of  Yorkshire  at  its  organization  in  1GB5  ;  and  so 
continued  after  the  division  of  Long  Island  into  counries  in 
16S3,  until  the  erection  of  the  court-house  on  Hempsread 
Plains  in  17SS.  The  olliccs  of  surrogate  and  county  clerk 
are  still  required  to  be  kept  iu^re,  and  for  which  a  suitable  build- 
ing has  been  erected.  The  village  was  incorporated  April  15, 
1811,  and  has  been  gradually  increasing  in  buildings  and  popu- 
lation, till  it  now  contaius  about  two  hundred  dwellings  and 
fifteen  hundred  mhabitants.  It  has,  besides  the  academies,  five 
places  for  public  worship,  six  hotels  and  boarding-houses,  two 
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drug-Stores,  ei^bt  dry-2:oocls  and  groccry-storeSj  two  book  and 
stationary  stores,  circulatiiin;  library,  bindery,  three  carriaire- 
maivers,  blind  and  sash  mannfactory,  cabinet-maker;  locksmith, 
pianoforte  manufacturer,  and  many  other  mechanics  and  arti- 
sans. Tliere  are  several  splendid  priv^ate  residences  in  the 
village  and  its  immediate  vicinity,  erected  by  gentlemen  of  the 
cit\',  ^dio  find  it  both  convenient  and  agreeable.  Beaver- Pond, 
once  so  Ijimous  in  the  sporting  v/orld,  and  around  which  was 
tormeriy  a  race-course,  where  thousands  of  dollars  have  been 
lost  and  won,  has  witiiin  a  few  years  been  completely  drained, 
from  an  opinion  generally  entertained  that  its  contents  were 
unlavorable  to  tlie  health  of  the  vil!a2:e.  Here  is  the  depot  ot 
tiie  Brooklyn  and  .l^unaica  Hail-road  Company,  with  then- large 
and  commodious  cnrdiousc,  engine-house,  and  machinr-s!;nj.>. 
This  company  was  incorporated,  April  25,  to  contimie 

for  fifty  years,  with  a  ca})ilal  of  s300,000.  In  ISSO  it  w.-iS 
leased  for  a  term  of  years  to  the  Lon;i:  Island  Raibroncl  Comr/a- 
ny  at  an  annual  rent,  and  has  smce  licen  under  the  direction  of 
thai  incorporation.  The  latter  conij/any  commenced  runnn.i: 
cars  upon  their  road  as  far  as  TlicksviUe  on  the  1st  of  I\lareh, 
1537.  tfom  which  time  it  has  been  in  constant  o|irration. 

Union  Course^  whevc  thousands  concn-cgate  at  ^^t.•i•(  d  peri' "Is 
to  witness  the  sports  of  the  turf,  is  loeatcd  u[ion  tlx-  wcm.  rii 
limits  of  :he  town,  and  near  the  liric  of  Jsing's  Comv>y  :  if  v.  u% 
established  immediately  aftor  the  passa:n-  of  iIm  ;irt  u\  i-^  .M, 
allowins"  of  trials  of  sj>eed  (or  a  tcrin  uf  \'^-ars,  d>:;ing  ii>v 
months  of  .May  and  October,  in  the  (,'<)unty  of  Qn«:t  ns.  In 
lS3i  tlie  time  was  enlari^^ed  f)r  fiileen  y^-ais  i::i.r>',  ;;!.d  tr.a;^  ^-f 
speed  may  now  be  made  between  the  Isi  of  April  and  t!,e  15th 
of  June,  and  from  the  1st  of  Septemb.-r  to  thf  loth  of  ,\ov^;  n:- 
ber,  in  every  year  during  the  said  term,  'i'hi.?  beautiful  Cfvnrse 
is  a  few  feet  over  a  mile  in  len2"th,  on  a  perf  ectly  level  surface, 
with  a  rrood  track  ;  and  is  univ-T-ally  cojisiticred  one  of  the  best 
in  the  United  States,  l^etter  time  has  been  )/iadc  upon  it,  and 
more  frequently,  tbnn  on  uuy  otlier  course  in  the  country. 
O^nnected  with  if  is  a  Jocicey  riub  of  above  two  hundred  and 
ti:y  members,  who  contribute  amnually  twenty  dollars  each 
tovrard  the  Jockey  Club  })urses.    There  was  run  over  thi^ 
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course,  the  27th  of  May^  1S23,  one  of  the  most  remarkable  and 
best-contested  races  tiiat  ever  took  place  in  America ;  beincr  a 
match  race  of  four  mile  Ijeats,  for  twenty  thousand  dollars 
aside,  between  the  North  and  the  South,  upon  their  respective 
champions,  Eclipse  and  Henry  ;  and  wiiich  was  won  in  three 
heats  by  Eclipse.  The  time  was  as  follows:  first  heat,  7'  37"— 
second  heat,  7' 49" — and  the  third  heat,  8'  24";  whole  time, 
twenty-three  minutes  and  fifty  seconds.  Eclipse  was  bred  by 
General  Nathaniel  Coles  of  Dos-Oris,  and  was  nine  years  old 
when  tlie  race  was  run.  Hcpry  was  bred  by  Samuel  Long, 
Esq.  near  Halifax,  North  Carolina,  and  was  nearly  four  years 
old.  Here,  doubtless,  h.avc  often  been  assembled  more  than 
twenty  tliousand  spectators,  and  more  than  a  hundred  thousand 
dollars  have  been  lost  .-nid  v.'on  on  a  single  race. 

It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  the  first  settlement  of 
ElizabethtowUjNew  Jersey,  v/as  commenced  by  a  fevv  individuals 
from  this  place.  In  the  records  of  that  town,  it  appears,  that 
on  the  26th  of  September,  IGfVt,  John  Brdley,  Daniel  Denton,. 
Thomas  Benedick,  Nathaniel  Denton.  John  Foster,  and  Luke 
Watson,  of  Jamaica,  made  a  \'.'ritten  application  to  Col.  Richard 
Nicolls  for  '-liberty  to  s^'ttln  a  plantation  upon  the  river  called 
Artiiur-CuU-Bay  in  New  Jersey.''  Tlie  answer  of  the  gover- 
nor is  in  the  following  words:  "  Upon  the  perusal  of  this 
2^ctition,  I  do  consent  }into  the  jfrojtosals^  and  shall  give  the 
vidcrtaJcers  all  due  cnconrn I'oncnt  in  so  good  a  work.  Give?i 
under  my  hand  in  l\n  t  Ji//ics,  th.is  3067  day  of  Septe^mhcr.; 
1664^  Richard  SicoUsr  Tlie  })lace  was  named  Eiizabethtown 
in  honor  of  tlie  huly  <-\  Phillip  Carteret,  to  v/hom  the  pro- 
vince of  New  Jersey  was  sui'Sequeutly  assigned. 

Extracted  from  the  Ncir- York  Gazette  of  July  17,  1.7S0. 
"Three  days  a^^o  Ca!>tai:i  William  Dickson,  commander  of  one 
of  the  New-York  volunteer  companies,  was  unfortunately 
drowned  v.'hile  bathing  in  a  pond  in  the  nei2:hborhood  of 
Jamaica,  I^ong  Island,  whither  the  corpse  were  brought  and 
interred  on  .Alonday  evening,  attended  by  ALajor  Small  and  the 
officers  of  the  regiment  of  l\oyal  Highland  Emigrants  stationed 
there.'" — "  L.ast  Sunday  evening  was  married,  at  Jamaica,  Long 
Island,  Captain  ^lereJith.  of  the  70th  re2:iment,  to  the  amiable 
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and  accomplished  Miss  Gertrude  Skinner,  tliird  daughter  of 
Bricradier-general  Skinner.'' 

Same  -paper  of  August  7,  17S0.  "About  five  o'clock  last 
Friday  morning,  an  account  was  brou2:{it  to  Ruckaway  that 
two  rebel  boats  were  at  Hof^r-Island,  and  had  taken  a  schooner 
in  Jamaica- B iy ;  in  consequence  of  whicli  Captain  Charles 
Hicks,  of  the  mihtia  of  tijat  phice,  mustered  his  company,  and 
with  a  few  volunteers  in  two  boats  went  in  quest  of  them.  At 
four  the  next  rnornins:  he  sent  a  flag  of  truce,  to  inform  the 
rebels  that  if  they  would  surrender  prisoners,  they  should  have 
good  quarters,  Vv'hich  they  refused,  and  a  smart  action  ensned ; 
but  seein2f  they  could  not  escape,  agreed  to  the  terms  olfered  by 
Captain  Hick-.  The  prisoners  amount  to  twent^^cighr,  and 
iimjiig  tlieiu  a  vA'-ncynian.  Several  grapu-.shot  wtut  through 
Captain  Hiclcs's  jacket ;  but  nobody  killed.'' 

Same^  September  11,  17S0.  ^'  On  Wednesday  last  dejnirted 
this  life,  in  tlie  75th  year  of  liis  age,  Captain  lienjamin  ^\'hile- 
head  of  Jamaica,  Long  Island.  His  attachrneut  to  ^'overnnient 
involved  him  in  many  difficulties,  vrhich  he  bore  wiih  tiie 
greatest  fortitude." 

In  ihe  Presbyterian  burial-ground  is  the  following:  inscrip- 
tion:  '^Sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev.  Abraham  KetLutas, 
obiit  30  September,  17V>S,  aged  05.  He  posses>cd  unusiKvl 
talents,  which  were  improved  by  })rofound  eruditiun,  and  a 
heart  firmly  attached  to  tlie  interests  of  his  country.  It  isKiy 
not,  perhaps,  be  unworthy  of  record,  that  he  had  li«-nu^-ntiy 
ofiiciated  in  three  diiTerent  languages,  having  preaciicd  m  the 
Dutch  and  French  l.in-7uag;es  in  his  n.at!vc  city  of  Xev'-^'or;:.'' 

Mr.  Ketclta^t  was  tlie  son  of  Abraham  Kcteltas,  who  came 
to  America  from  Holland  about  the  year  17:^0.  J  le  was  born 
in  New- York,  December  26,  17;i'3,  and  graduated  at  Yale 
College  in  1752  ;  he  settled  soon  alter  in  the  borough  of  Eliza- 
beth, where  he  continued  till  his  removal  to  tiie  village  of 
Jamaica.  Here  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  (ei.cept 
the  period  of  exile  occasioned  by  tiie  revolution,)  which  he 
devoted  to  the  service  of  several  churches  on  Long  Island  and 
in  rsew-Eugland.  In  1777  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the 
convention  t'lat  framed  tlie  constitution  of  this  state,  and  was 
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a  warm  and  active  supporter  of  American  independence.  He 
marrird  a  dangluer  of  the  Hon.  William  Smith  of  Mew- York 
in  17;55.    She  was  a  sister  of  William  Smith,  wiio,  as  well  as 
iiis  lather,  was  a  judge  of  tiie  supreme  court  of  this  state,  and 
author  of  a  history  of  r\ew- York  from  the  period  of  its  disco- 
very to  tlie  year  1732.    Mr.  Keteltas  had  eleven  children,  only 
two  of  wfic-m  are  now  livimr.    He  possessed  an  uncommonly 
large  and  excellent  private  lihrary^  and  was  generally  consi- 
dered a  m:in  of  good  alalilies  and  superior  literary  attainments. 
He  puljlished   nsany  Discourses,  and  v/rote  an  Eulogy  upon 
"Mr.  Whittield.  the  manuscri|)t  of  which  is  preserved  in  the 
archives  of  the  Nev/-York  Historical  Society.    Air.  James  H. 
Hickct.  the  popular  Am'^ric^n  comedian,  is  a  grandson  of  Mr. 
]Cetelr;i^.    He  wns  horn  at  J.iuKiica,  r^Iarch  15,  ISOO,  and  re- 
ceived iiis  early  ediication  at  Union  Hall  Acadeniy,  imder  ^Ir. 
Hi^'enbrodt.    At  tl)e  age  of  fiiteen  he  entered  Colu.mbia  Col- 
lege, which  lie  left  at  the  end  of  a  year  from  had  health.  After 
}jis  recovery;  he  eiiterfd  the  oiiice  of  General  Robert  Bogardus 
as  a  law  student-;  but  not  i dishing  tlie  subject,  he  abandoned 
it  at  the  end  of  a  year,  and  turned  his  attention  to  mercantile 
business.    In  this  he  ex])erienced  some  reverses,  which  forced 
^him  upon  the  slageas  a  la.-t  rc-ort.    Here  he  met  with  decided 
"^success,  and  has  long  maintained  an  elevated  rank  as  an  able 
and  amusing  actor,  both  in  his  own  country  and  in  Europe, 
where  he  now  resides.    He  has  not  only  acquired  a  fortune  by 
his  profession,  but  has  luiherto  sustained  a  moral  character 
above  reproach.    Xone  of  the  vices  or  frailties  which  liave 
been  thought  nearly  jp^  -  ]  ■^r;*!)le  from  the  character  of  players 
have  ever  attached  to  lj)m  ;  kw  individuals  are  more  amiable 
or  respectable  in  privait!  life,  and  still  fewer  who  have  contribu- 
ted more  to  the  coinmori  stock  oi  har?nless  pleasure,  or  confer- 
red more  honor  upon  the  morality  of  tlie  stage. 

William  Martin-  Jo;iN-;p\.  In  Uie  year  1'90,  (says  John  Howard  Payne.) 
t!\erc  \v;is  found  at  thr  h  ■.ui  ^-f  a  litilo  scliool  in  EridgehampU  n,  Long  Island, 
a  youii^  :^^:u[lciu:m  of  cai.m  un.uy  genius,  calling  luniself  by  the  above  nam<e, 
appc;u-ing  to  be  about  niiu  i.tM,  yrnrs  of  age,  a  stranger  in  these  parts;  of  un- 
known ji  in  iita  j-j,  and  i-.'A  ti.aL  h-.>  I ii.iugiu  proper  to  communicate  of  hirnsc! f  wa?, 
ih  ii  ii'.- caific  fioiii  Bosu.n.  11<;  v.-us  a  proficient  upon  several  instruments, 
particularly  the  vioUn,  which  he  played  wuh  wonderfid  accuracy  and  tash.- ; 
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and  hv\.  moreover,  a  genius  for  sketching  and  drawing.  He  was  also  a  poet  of 
no  raean  pretensions-  Having  a  preference  for  tlie  n^edicul  prolession,  he  re- 
moved to  Easlhampton,  and  placed  himself  under  the  uislru  ■ti(^ri  u}'  Dr.  J^.'^f.  an 
intelligent  man  and  excellent  physician.  His  pecuniary  le-omc-^  Ixin.r  :-)ya 
exhausted,  his  worthy  preceptor  assisted  him  in  procuring  otup'oyaiciit  in  a 
scliool  at  Smilhtown  ;  and  when  his  funds  were,  as  lie  thoui^ht,  suiii  •icnilv  re- 
cruited, he  a^ain  returned  to  the  Doctor.  Wiien  his  small  slock  ci"  ta-  aiis  v.  as 
a2:ain  expended,  he  raade  arrangements  with  a  cabinet-maker  in  the  place,  to  la- 
bor for  him  two  days  in  the  week,  as  a  comfjcnsation  lor  his  board  tor  ti.e  re- 
mainder of  the  time.  H^re  he  exhibited  a  fickleness  of  disposition,  pursuin.;  his 
studies  in  a  very  desultory  manner  ;  spending  a  good  part  of  liis  time  vl^i^:ng 
about  the  neighborhood,  playing  upon  his  violin,  and  sometimes  upon  the  li'.-arLs 
of  th3  ladies.  Dr.  Sage,  who  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  stranger,  sn.ys  lie  was 
\i*eU  versed  in  the  most  common  theories  of  physic  ;  was  a  most  ready  mathe- 
matician and  naturid  philosopher,  and  niaster  of  the  principles  of  music.  He 
possessed  a  critical  knowledge  of  his  own  language,  understood  the  French,  h.vl 
some  knowledge  of  Italian,  and  irans'.ared  Vv'ith  ease  any  L  itin  an.:hor.  M.  uko 
appeared  to  have  m  uh  taste  and  skill  in  architecture,  could  use  n!an  ■. t  ail  !;M,'.i^ 
of  tools,  and  even  excelled  in  many  of  the  mechanic  arts.  It  v,  as  sm  ni  i-u-g  ta 
Xhink,  that  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  and  with  such  unstable  iialuis,-  l.c  a\>  u'.d 
possess  such  variety  and  degree  of  knowledge.  Uow  and  v/hi-ro  i-..;  c-ui-.i  iia'.e 
acquired  it  all,  unless  by  intuition,  could  never  b:-  mmginc  l.  li''  w  i-i  a  ru  i- 
asvayboy,  and  had  b;ca  traversing  the  country,  without  fri'  n.'  is  /  ./c  ,  </• 
s.nd  icretckcd.  In  the  year  179r>  wc  f^nd  hini  en/agcd  as  a  irach.  r  in 
Hall  Academy,  and  liighly  esteemed  for  his  ability  and  gouiJ  fauiduct.  In  F-.L'. 
17t'G,  he  sailed  with  Captain  Gabriel  Havens  to  the  soutli,  and  arr;\id  ni  .^avau- 
nail,  where  he  spent  a  year,  and  returned  to  N'-w-Ycrk  ui  Angu  i.  l';»7.  lie 
came  shortly  after  to  the  village  of  .Tamaica,  wlarc  lic  ;•- !!  mi  k.  <  vi  il.o 
2ist  of  September,  1797,  aiid  was  buri<.d  at  liie  exptuoc  of  his  Jra  i;  i^,  m  li.'j 
Episcopal  cemetery. 

I-   Thomas  Tni'XTfN.     Of  that  ardent  sjiirii  of  cnterprizo,  \s  ii:<  a  i.t  i.'a: 
important  purposes,  yuhue  lias  implaiuc  i  in-il;  j  1  '  u  t  vt'  n.a.n,  v,  :   ,  •  .  .  ..  v, .. 
f^nd  stronger  instances  tlian  in  tlie  bin'cra^.liy  of  .-r  n;- n  '     Ii  a  i       ;      ..  i 
familiar  with  danger,  it  is  in  dliricuUy  and  peiil  tl;at  th;  y  art    ■' aa  -.     •  '  a  ^ 
and  though  their  country,  uimiindl'ul  of  tlu:ir  st.rvic'>\  la.iy  i  •  .  .-m 

with  coldness  and  lu-^lcct,  yet,  gnii.rouc  l-;  <,-x  ■  .-■■>  ..nu     a»f      :        i  ; 
the  tempest  of  war  low^r  upon  h-'r  coat",  in  t.'j'an.  rt-.-ai^;:'  :  .  ;  :■     ; ■  f 

party,  should  we  again  behold  the  most  zvaluui  of  ii'-r      fi  'I:;!,  li 

Truxtun,  whose  achievements  shed  lustre  on  tia^  iniani  ni'.  y  <  :  •  as  -aa a.fry, 
was  the  son  of  an  eminent  Fjiglish  lawyer  uf  tia-  (^•l.ru'  ny  ^'t  u-Vr.ik, 
an  i  born  at  Jamaica  (L.  F)  on  the  17;!i  uf  Fr'jr-.au  y,  17.')j  ;,  m  !  m  co.iv-.ip,cnce 
of  the  di:ath  of  his  fath-r  (while  yet  a  ciuiJ  i,  lu  wai  p-ac.-d  un  ita-  tiu  guardian- 
ship  of  his  father's  intimate  friend,  John  I'ruup.  I-^^q  ,  of  Jamaica,  who  Lcstow- 
ed  w'very  kii\d  attention  on  him  whicii  hi  i  bcrt  .ivfd  situtuion  rtcjuired.  At  tiie 
age  of  twelve  years  he  made  chou'c  of  th  yii-.^fcsiiau  of  a  sailor,  and  entered  on 
board  u  ship  bound  to  Bristol ;  aaJ  tiu  n.ai  \'-ar,  at  his  own  request,  was  bon.nd 
aoireutice  to  Captain  C!ja'.nbM.s,  a  wdl-kiajvv  a  commander  in  the  London  trad-j. 
In  the  dispute  relative  to  t!ie  Fvi  kland  FianJs,  he  was  im[)ressed  on  board  u 
Britlsli  si.'^ity-fo'jr.    In  177j  iiv;  coniaiandcd,  a  vessel,  and  brought  a  cousidcr.aic 
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quantity  of  powder  into  the  colony,  but  his  vessel  was  afterwards  taken  and  ccr.- 
demned.     Having  arrived,  soon  after,  at  Philadelphia,  he  sailed  early  in  177(5 
as  lieutenant  in  the  private  armed  sliip  Congress,  and  caj;jtured  several  -vaiuable 
Jamaica  ships  off  the  Havan.na,  and  taking  command  of  one  of  iheni,  brought 
her  safe  into  JN'ew  Bedford.    In  1777,  in  conjunction  witli  Isaac  Sears,  he  fined 
out  a  vessel  called  the  Independence,  of  which  lie  took  command  ;  and  off  the 
Azores,  besides  making  several  other  prizes,  he  fell  in  with  a  part  of  the  "NVind- 
ward-Island  convoy,  of  which  he  captured  three  large  and  valuable  ships,  one  of 
which  was  superior  to  his  own  ui  guns  and  men.    On  his  return  he  fitted  out  the 
ship  Mars,  mounting  upv.ards  of  twenty  guns,  and  sailed  on  a  cruise  ij;  the 
English  cliannel,  and  took  many  prizes.     Sailing  in  the  St.  James,  oftv.-eiuy 
guns,  he  disabled  a  British  ship  of  ihirty-two  2uns.    Bo  returned  from  Fi  ance 
with  a  most  valuable  cargo.    Uu  his  return  he  settled  in  Philadelphia,  was  part 
owner  of  several  armed  vessels  built  there,  and  brought  from  France  aiui  the 
West  India  Islands  large  cargoes  of  such  articles  as  were  of  the  first  necessity 
for  the  army.    After  tht;  peace  in  17Hr;,  he  turned  his  attention  to  commerce,  and 
was  concerned  in  an  extensive  trade  to  Europe,  China,  and  the  East  Indies,  until 
the  commencenu'nt  of  our  nav-ih  staoiishment  in  1791;  when  he  was  one  of  the 
first  six  captains  .stlecttd  by  Pi.;s.:dent  "VV^ashington.     He  superintended  the 
building  of  the  Constellation  of 'inr;  y-six  guns,  and  in  lier  he  was  the  same  year 
appointed,  v.-itli  a  squadron  undc  r  !us  command,  to  protect  the  American  com- 
merce in  the  West  Indies  ;  an<J  sui  h  was  his  vigilance  and  success,  that  an  ene- 
my's privateer  coirid  scarcely  look  out  of  port  without  being  captured.     On  the 
9th  of  Feb.  1700,  he  en^ag-  d  with  :he  Constellation,  and  cai>tured  the  French  fri- 
o-ate  L'Insurgente,  of  ibrcy  rruns  ai.d  four  hundred  and  seventeen  men,  twenty- 
nine  of  whom  were  killed  and  foriy-four  wounded,  wliile  on  board  his  own  ship 
he  had  but  one  killed  arj  J  two  wouuiied.    He  received  congratulatory  addresses 
from  all  quarters,  and  tin  nit-rciiaius  at  Lloyd's  coffee-house  sent  him  a  sexwice 
"^of  plate  valued  at  six  lunuir<d  --uiticas,  with  tiie  action  between  the  frigates  en- 
graved upon  it;  and  wiiici.  ourrnsg  was  presented  through  Mr.  King,  our  min- 
ister at  Loudon.    Capt.  B;^rrcau  of  the  L'lnsurgento  says,  in  a  letter  to  Commo- 
dore Truxtim,  "  I  am  son-y  our  two  ivations  are  at  war  ;  but  since  I  have  unfor- 
tunately been  vanquish.^d,  I  t' Ii  'ira'.c  niys-^lf  and  crew  upon  being  prisoners  to 
you  ;  you  have  uniif-d  all  ritr  <.:-!:t!;ti!  s  which  characterize  a  man  of  honor,  cour- 
age, and  humanity,   lb  --'  iv.  ti<  iu  ir.e  the  most  sincere  thanks ;  and  be  assured  I 
shall  make  it  a  tloty  t  *  p;i;'.i^:i  to  all  my  fdluv/ -citizens  the  generous  conduct 
which  you  have  obs-.-r vt  d.  t  v.var'i  us."    Hearing  that  the  L'Vengeance,  a  large 
French  national  shirt,  v.'ith  il;":y-!o  ;!-  ::ans  and  upwari|.=!  of  five  hundred  meri,  iii- 
cluding  officers,  was  lyiii.:      t  i  i  i  i  il,,iipe,  h-i  proceede-d,  in  January,  1>U0,  oil 
that  port.    The  ships  c.wa--  to  .i-  i  j-oi  on  ilic  1st  of  February,  which  lasted  near- 
ly five  hours,  wh>  a  tiu;  Freri  h  shi;*  was  completely  silenced.     But  the  main- 
mast of  tin  Corist'.ll.itluii  joii!.!  i;y  the.  board,  and  a  gale  coming  on,  the  French 
ship  escaped  in  ilie  nighi,  a-  i  _'.'t  in  Cm-a'^'oa,  having  one  hundred  and  sixty 
men  killed  and  woundNl,  a.'.d  n-  .iriy  all  her  masts  and  rigging  shot  away.  I'he 
Constell.uiod  1  -..st  fourte-.n  m -a  kilici.  and  had  twenty-five  wounded.    For  the 
signal  gall  intry  di.sphiycii  in  this  action,  the  congress  of  the  United  States  voted 
that  a  gold  medal  be  j)r>    -ut- -1  to  Commodore  Truxtun.  Thhs  was  his  last  cruise. 
Having,  during  the  aiiniia.-t,ration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  been  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  expedition  agauisi  Tripoli,  and  being  denied  a  captain  to  conmir-.r.d 
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his  fla^-ship,  he  declined  ihe  service  ;  which  the  president  construing  into  a  re- 
signation ofbis  rank,  he  was  therefore  dismissed.  He  retired  to  iht-  country  until 
the  citiiicns  of  Philadelphia,  in  1816,  elected  hiai  iiigh  slienlL  lie  remained  m  that 
oSce  till  IS19,  and  died  May  5th,  IS'2'2,  in  his  sixty-seventh  year,  lie  left  two 
dauirhters,  botli  of  v/honn  are  married  :  and  one  son  by  the  name  of  William,  who 
died  at  Ke^'-West  in  April,  1830.  Commodore  Tiuxiun  was  a  man  of  vi  horn 
Long  Island  may  well  be  proud  ;  and  his  excellent  example  and  extraoidutary 
success  may  serve  to  stimulate  those  who  are  left  like  him  to  strufrglt,,  unfriti^d- 
ed  and  alone,  against  the  difficulties  of  poverty  and  the  allurements  of  folly. 

RcFrs  King.  This  eminent  individual,  statesman,  and  patriot,  was  tiie  son 
of  Richard  King,  a  merchant  of  Scarborough  in  Maine  ;  and  was  born  in  1755. 
He  began  his  education  at  Byfield  Academy  in  the  town  of  iSewbury,  under  the 
care  of  the  celebrated  Samuel  Moody.  In  1773  he  entered  Harvard  College, 
soon  after  which  he  lost  his  father;  and  in  1775,  in  consequence  of  the  war,  the 
studies  of  the  college  were  suspended,  and  the  students  dispersed.  They,  however, 
assembled  a^rain  in  the  tall  at  Concord,  and  continued  there  til!  the  Briii.sh  army 
eviicuated  Boston  in  1776,  when  they  returned  to  the  college  at  Cainbriiige.  He 
graduated  in  1777  with  a  high  reputation  for  scholarshiji,  and  inun'>diate!y 
entered  upon  his  juridical  studies  in  the  office  of  the  late  Theojihii;;s  I'.irsojvs  ;U 
Newburyport.  v.iiere  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  17bO.  He  had  previuus'y,  ui 
1778,  joined  General  Sullivan,  to  w  hom  he  M  as  appointed  in  his  i-uterfu  i.-:e  v,  ah 
Count  D'Estaing  against  the  British  in  Rhode  Island.  In  the  fr.st  cause  iu 
which  he  was  engaged  at  the  bar,  he  had  for  his  competitor  his  l''::al  proccj'tor, 
Parsons.  Soon  after  he  was  chosen  to  represent  the  town  of  Xewburyp-.^rl  :a 
the  state  legislature,  or  the  general  court  as  it  is  called,  in  which  he  maniicbttd 
much  ability.  In  1784  he  was  elected  a  delegate  U)  the  old  co/iLrrcss,  which 
assembled  at  Tremon,  and  subsequently  adjourned  to  New-York.  In  that  bixJy 
he  bacame  an  active  and  leading  member  in  all  the  great  nuas-ire  s  \u'.e  ii  1-d 
eventually  to  the  establishment  of  the  present  national  govcrnri,'  :;!.  In  17'^7  !,c 
v/as  appointed  by  tlie  legislature  of  Massachusetts  a  d<-legate  tu  liic  gnu  ral  (-i;n- 
ventionheld  at  Philadelphia.which formed  tlie  federal  constitution.  Mr.  K;j:gn.>v/ 
reiiounced  liie  practice  of  his  profession.  In  178o  lie  marriul  Mary,  "ii'y  ei.-.d  oi 
John  Al;op,  an  opulent  merchant  of  iVew-York,  and  a  deh'gaie  to  th-  v.:  ■ :  e-  ^ 
al  congress.  In  ll^iS  the  subject  of  this  notice  removed  t'l^nn  M.;>- A--i;u'^  i'  the 
city  of  N^w- York,  and  in  1789  was  chosen  by  the  citizens  a  t<  i<\-,  ...  i;:..;;-. to  li.o 
state  asseiiib'y;  the  same  year,  he  and  Geutral  .Sciiuyl' '••  it;' .  :•. -  i'  i  ;^  ■•  ti;  -t 
senators  from  lids  state  uivjer  the  constitution^uf  the  Uni'td  Star-  .s.  In  1  /.'5  Mr. 
King,  in  conjunction  with  Genera!  llaimiton,  publisiied  a  sf  i  e  s  it  j-.ip<.:s  o\tr 
the  signature  of  Camillus,  on  the  subject  of  Iho  Brit;.s!i  trOv.-t}-,  n'-.  ;;u:!i  iulp<d  to 
reconcile  the  people  to  its  various  provisions.  Af'.er  the  c xi^wati  vU  ol  his  first 
term,  he  was  re-elected  to  the  s:;nate;  and  in  17;''>  v.  as  appoiU'eu  by  General 
Y/ashington  minister  plenip  iientiary  to  GrrMt  Britsir. ;  he  rciirained  at  the 
court  of  Enix'and  during  tiie  residue  of  tiie  a.iiiiini".traiion  of  Wasiiingt  m,  the 
whole  of  that  of  John  Adams,  ami  for  two  years  of  that  of  Mr.  Jetterson,  when 
he  returned  bono--.  In  tiif.  month  of  M  iv,  l  -^Oti,  h.e  r-' moved  permanently  with 
his  family  to  Jamaica,  wliere  they  cominue-d  ever  after  to  reside.  In  1813  he  was 
again  chosen  by  the  legislature  of  this  stat«?  a  senator  in  congress  ;  and  although 
he  was  personally  opposed  to  the  declaration  of  war  in  I61"2,  as  in  his  opirii<.'n 
I'Oth  unwise  and  iinpolitic,  yer  ao  man  exhibited  a  higher  degree  of  patriotism 
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in  supporting  it,  pledging  his  credit  aud  fortane  to  the  government  in  its 
prosecution,  rather  than  yield  any  of  the  national  rights  to  the  enemy,  or  submit 
to  an  inglorious  peace.  In  181G  he  was  the  candidaLe  of  the  anti-administrauon 
party  for  governor  of  this  state,  wiiich  was  done  without  his  knowledge,  and 
failed  without  his  regret.  In  t!ie  summer  of  ISIO  he  •k>st  his  wife,  she  havin^' 
been  foj:  several  years  in  feeble  liealdi ;  a  loss  which  lie  b\u  too  deeply  felt,  for 
%iie  added  to  strong  affection  and  humble  piety,  a  gentle  temper  and  a  cukivated 
mind.  In  \B20  he  was  re  elected  again  to  the  senate,  in  which  he  continued  till 
the  expiration  of  his  term  in  1S"J3.  During  this  period,  in  1821,  he  was  chosen  a 
delegate  from  this  county  to  the  state  convention  for  amending  the  constiuuion  ; 
and  was  one  of  the  most  useful  and  iruelligent,  as  well  as  active  members  of  that 
dignified  and  enlightened  body.  Upon  his  retirement  from  ihe  senate  in  16C5, 
with  the  intention  of  closing  liis  policical  career;  he  was  solicited  by  Presiden; 
John  Gluincy  Adams  again  to  represent  the  United  States  at  tl\e  court  of  St. 
James.  But  on  his  passage  he  was  aitaoktd  by  diseas<>,  which  prevented  him, 
on  his  arrival  in  England,  entering  upon  an  active  dischiirge  of  the  duties  of  his 
oriice.  After  rcniaining  abroad  a  year,  in  the  hoj^e  of  being  enabled,  by  returning 
health,  to  assume  the  high  functions  vv-iih  which  he  was  charged,  he  returned  to 
the  United  States;  and  here,  in  the  busoni  ct  liis  family,  and  with  exemplary 
calmness  and  resignation,  awaited  his  ap|iroaching  end.  This  event  took  place 
the  2ljth  of  April,  1S27,  at  the  a^c  of  sevcuty-two.  In  person,  ^Ir.  King  was 
above  the  coninion  size,  an(J  soinewiun  athletic  ;  with  a  countenance  manly, 
dignified,  and  bespeaking  higli  iiitciligence.  His  manners  were  courteous,  his 
disposition  affable,  and  his  con\ er.■^at!ou  and  writings  rem-uvkable  for  concise- 
ness and  force. 

Mr.  King  left  five  sons.  1.  John  AIsop,  born  in  17S8,  and  having  read  law 
retired  to  the  country  ;  aud  since  th-  death  of  his  father  has  occupied  the  patenutl 
estate.  '2.  Charles,  born  in  17S9,  and  has  been  for  many  years  past,  editor 
and  proprietor  of  the  ne\vspa:jer  entitled  the  Nevz-York  American.  3.  Jumes 
Gore,  born  in  17LU,  and  Iuin  long  been  a  partner  in  an  extensive  banking 
house  in  the  city  of  Xevv'- \  ork.  1,  Edward,  born  in  1795,  and  settled  as  a 
lawyer  in  Oliio,  v/here  he  di  -d  in-l>:>7.  5.  Frederick  Gore,  bcrn  in  Ic-OO, 
and  educated  as  a  pliysi.ri;ui  aiv.l  .sur-ron,  in  which  he  gave  early  proralsi  of 
eminence,  but  v/as  cut  oil"  at  a  pr  uiaiure  age,  April  23.  iS'i'j. 

John  A.  King,  E>4.  aoco::i[)an;Ld  iiis  father  to  England  in  1^25,  as  secretary 
of  legation,  and  has  scver..!  Ui>,i  s  i<  p.iv rented  th.e  County  of  Ciueens  in  the  staie 
legislature  with  distinguu-hed  a^jility. 

Lewis  E.  A.  EiuKSBRour,  so  lung  and  advontagf^ously  known  as  an  able  ai.d 
efucient  instiuctor  of  youth,  \^.m.-.  s.  ..  r.tjrd  from  one  of  ili<;  most  ic.-jieciao'e 
families  of  Hesse-DarmstaJt  u;-  ):,  \\'.>-.  L'ppcr  Rhine,  Gernuiny  ;  and  came  to  the 
United  States  at  tlu;  a^^e  of  tv.  enly,  ;u  t!;c  y(  ar  17'.)').  He  w  as  de:^tincd  by  his 
previous  education  for  tiic  mim-^try  ;  but  hearing,  soon  afier  his  arrival,  that  a 
teacher  was  wanted  in  th'.;  :r;-.Uiin;..ir-.sc,!ioul  at  Janiaiea,  he  made  a  visit  to  the 
place,  ar.d  producing  ^at i-fa'.  Iim  y  crtdei.thds  of  his  character  and  qualifications, 
was  imm-'Jiutr-iy  d  as  prHie-ipa!  in-ivuctor  in  the  classieal  deparimenl  of 

the  aeatii  iny.  His  repui:!.:ion  as  :i  ;v:!iM!ar,  and  his  cajvaclty  foi-  imiiartirig  instruc- 
tion, as  a-;  eut'Tciisg  a  correct  disciriline,  increased  wilIi  his  age,  and  wr.s 
never  more  exalted  than  at  the  thiic  of  ijis  decease.  He  was  ui'.ited,  a  short  tinu; 
after  his  esiabli Muueiit  iie;c,  v.-ith  a  daughter  of  }ilr.  David  Eamber;-.on,  a  h:;^Kly 
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rp.sppcted  and  opulent  morcliant  of  the  village,  by  whoni  lie  had  a  number  of 
children.  He  was,  as  may  v.tII  be  supposed,  an  enthusiast  in  his  profession, 
than  which  there  is  none,  upon  Uie  able  aiid  conscious  discluwge  of  which,  move 
nnpoiumt  results  to  sccieiy  depend,  and  win  se  nuirai  inJluencc  upon  the  future 
character  of  a  people  is  more  important  and  vaiuabtc.  It  is,  in  trntii,  one  of  the 
most  responsible  situations  in  wliicli  an  individual  can  be  j^aced,  and  by  him 
was  felt  to  be  so  ;  for  he  made  tlie  station  ofa  i?  aclicr  of  youfd),  v.  liat  all  reflect- 
ing men  erer  desire  to  make  ii,  a  most  iioii'n-abh-  unt\  He  was  aware  of  its 
proper  dignity,  as  well  as  the  obliiraiions  it  iniju.std  :  or.d  aimed  to  secure  the  one 
by  an  exact  and  skilful  discliarg:e  of  tlic  otl  er.  H'^  was  not  impelled  forward 
by  the  mere  feeling  that  so  much  tim.e  and  labor  wtre  to  be  bestowed  for  a 
certain  amount  of  money,  but  with  the  j-o!.:iun  conviction  that  responsibilities 
rested  upon  him,  and  of  his  moral  acco\:nt;d)dli v  for  ihv  £:r;idual  improvement 
of  tho3°  confidentially  comm.iited  to  his  ci.ar:'-.  jly  Ins  laltnts,  learning'-,  great 
method,  and  untiring;  industry,  h.c  rais./d  i'.ihoi  J /ail  Acadci :  from  the  condi- 
tion of  an  ordinary  i;ro...rj:iar-sr:iiio],  to  a  hi-ii  raisk  ainon^  the  incorporated 
seminaries  of  the  state;  and  nundr<d  ;  wric  tiiiica.ttd  iicrc,  v.  ho  now  hold  distin- 
guished stations  in  every  dtpartment  of^in:;-  :y,  i-iui  \\  ho  nuist  always  entertain 
the  most  sincere  and  prof  ound  respe  ct  ajid  veui  r^.tion  for  the  nicniory  of  their 
former  instructor  and  friend. 

Air.  Eiirenbrodt  perished  in  the  ripetiess  of  ni.inhnod,  and  in. the  midst  of  Ins 
usefulness,  in  the  year  i-^O-;^,  .at  the  a^^e  oi"  fi Uy-U.tir  ;  liav  ing^  jaxsided  over  the 
institution  more  ilian  thirty  su<"'"eii:i vo  V'  ass,  and  n\  itis  a  character  for  learning 
and  virtue  aniong  his  fdiow-citiz.. us  wi.ii  ii  iniiy  tin;.;- ran  diminish.  He  was 
eminent  as  a  lingui-t,  and  f.^r  his  attawinn -n'.s  m  in  ral  jucrattne;  and  had  been 
honored  with  the  title  of  doctuT  cf  iairs,  tlic  hi  .:;:f-.st  di/L-roc  knov.  n  in  the  Ameri- 
can colleges.  In  lus  manners,  Dr.  Ih^:' iibrc dt  was  modest  and  unpretending; 
in  his  habits,  temperate  arid  r'.tiring;  an  !  i:i  alt  tl-,e  cmic aring  rehitions  of  hus- 
band, father,  citizon,  and,  fciciu!,  kin..],  a;!' ri ;v.ri;ite,  gt-nrrons,  and  exemplary. 
There  are  those  who  have  enjny'.u  a  nn.r.  1  rn'i an',  icpi,-  '.lioji,  and  fil'ed  a  larger, 
space  in  the  public  eye  ;  but  W'lu:  in  wiiuni  the  \u^-l  iw.il  ^i-ntif  virtues  htive  sli0i:e 
more  clearly,  or  by  whoio  ti<'  y  j.avv  b<  •  n  nn-rc  aci'y  and  oil.  clively  inculca- 
ted. Tlie  inlUience  and  -1  •n-  c'i  •  \  .-i  n.<Mi,  i\.>.-  :  l  it  i.ti^r  of  p;ir!icular  feats 
in  arms,  the  triumph  of  an  it.Mir.  .'u.'  .ipt  i.>  r.i;  in  ,;(<■  ;.!t..iit:on,  ai  d  even  ob.^cure 
or  pervert  the  judgiiicnts  c:  ii.'  u,  that  ta  y  i,\  -y  iiave  linlv  sympathy  v.'itli,  or 
admiration  f.)r,  Jh-;  c  \  cr-<.  -  i  :.        .i.i  ■;  a  .  •  a  rti'.ns  \,  hkh  n.ai  k  the  life  of 

such  a  man  as  Dr.  EiicnornJr  ;  ya,  it  ni<  .hiipd  l-y  iii'-ir  iinr  urMJice,  by  ti;e  self- 
denial  they  evince,  th;  f>rti;u  th  -y  i','iiiir.\  i>y  •!  li  v,  ];oui!y  abaegalion  of 
self  which  they  imply;  lio'.v  v..-c  in  ta-  '".if  ]•  a-'-  !>  (sv---:;  h  srvires,  and  the 
public  estimate  of  them — b'^'vv'n  n  r.  /  ;  arid  mil  niciil  !  Such  men, 
beyond  all  cjuestion,  dt-ser v<'>  iiw.iiiuly  ii.wrc  i  •  aiai  consi deration  from  their 
co:etnpoiaries  than  they  t;  r.-  la..' /  r.  ■  -  \.        ready  to  coiifn-  honor  where 

none  is  d'^mandod  ;  e.Xiivra-  ii'a'  >.,>nvs  tl:  >:  ■  •  tM,<i  d'  >erving  of  jnais-^  are  the 
least  obtru.sive,  and  lijervfv.j  of-.  n  ;.a;  .  r-  .  d  ;t!;d  ilnown  into  the  shade  of 
negh-ci  i)y  others,  who,  in  r-  h  (\c  li'th  t  r  no  soli'!  claim  to  public  resfiect 

and  gr..:t;:u.;-;.  Tiie  iaL^tcti.f  ti.^s  uoih-r  v., is  i '  ni.okabh^  f>r  his  economy  and 
pru  !  lic--,  wliilr.  at  th  -  >.:\\v.r  lian-  -,ivc  i.lu  uily  h'r  juirposes  of  charity  and 
bjnevoloM  a:.  By  his  cx'-m;  y  lu  .id'  n  a^  ui  y-  .  'iiu  i.  y  matters,  he  left  an  ample 
fortune  to  his  ciiildren,  w\V\  the  moic  inestiinable  iniieriiap.cc  of  an  unblemished 
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private  character,  and  the  animatjii^^  example  of  a  life  spent  in  doing  good,  in 
the  practice  of  virtuej,  and  ihc  diffusion  of  knowledge  and  science. 

Egbert  Benson.  This  eraiiicnt  jurist  resided  many  years  in  Jamaica,  where 
he  died,  the  ^kh  of  August,  1833,  at  the  aire  of  ei':;hty-seven  yeors.  The  follow- 
ing eloquent  sketch  of  his  life  and  services  is  from  the  pen  of  his  intimate  friend 
and  associate,  Chancellor  Kent : 

Judge  Benson  was  born  in  the  city  of  New-York,  June  22J,  1746,  of  respecta- 
ble Dutch  parents,  and  was  e<.Iucaied  at  King's  (now  Columbia)  College,  where 
he  graduated  in  17G.3.  lie  was  one  of  tijose  sound  classical  scl\olars  for  tlie  for- 
mation of  which  that  learned  seminary  alsvays  has  bef'n,  and  still  is,  most  justly 
distinguished.  His  taste  for  classical  literature  never  forsook  him,  even  during 
the  strength  and  vigor  of  his  age,  and  amidst  the  ardor  of  otncial  duties.  His  le- 
gal education  was  acquired  in  tlie  oftlce  of  John  Morin  Scott,  one  of  that  band  of 
deep-read  and  thorough  lawyers  of  the  old  sci)o*)l,  who  were  an  ornament  to  the 
city  at  the  commencement  of  the  revolution.  Wh.en  he  came  to  the  bar,  there 
were  very  few,  if  any,  better  instructed  in  the  ancient  and  modern  learning  of  tlie 
English  common  law.  'i'o  L'^rtv^t  q^uclvnoss  and  acuieness  of  mind,  and  profound 
discernment  of  character,  lie  a-kicii  much  deliberation  and  candor.  He  was  a 
master  of  order  and  method  in  busine  ss.  If  he  was  not  the  first,  he  was  one  of 
the  first  proficients  in  the  science  of  }  !t:;i(;5rig  ;  and  his  equal  does  not  exist  at  the 
present  day.  But,  though  a  strict  ti  ciiiiicul  lawyer,  he  did  not  cease  to  penetrate 
the  depths  of  the  science,  and  rest  hinvsetf  upon  fundamental  principles.  He  vs-as 
more  distinguished  than  any  man  among  us,  Hamilton  alone  excepted,  for  going, 
in  all  his  researches,  to  the  reasons  and  irrounds  of  the  law,  and  placing  li's  opin- 
ion on  what  he  deemed  to  be  solid  and  elementary  principles.  His  morals  and 
manners  were  purr)  and  chaste.  \l  \  w.is  liberal  and  catholic  in  his  sentiments, 
without  the  smadlcst  tincture  of  t",) natirisin  or  atfectation  of  austerity  ;  and  r.o^h- 
iug  could  weaken  Ids  taith  cr  disturb  his  tranquillity,  though  he  had  to  pass 
through  the  storms  of  a  tempt  stui.us  a  ^'e,  in  which  the  French  revolution,  and 
the  daring  speculations  whioli  ac<:oinp  uiied  it,  attacked  equally  the  foundations  of 
religious  belief  and  the  br  st  in.sti'utions  of  social  life. 

Mr.  Benson  conmumcfd  tiiO  prartire  of  the  law  at  Red  Hook,  Dutchess  Coun- 
ty, in  17T"2;  but  before  lie  lr\d  time  t<>  enter  largely  into  business,  or  to  acquiie 
much  more  than  a  scanty  lenqM.riiry  provision  for  his  support,  the  Amerii'.  in 
war  broke  out,  and  raised  him  at  ou'-e  to  an  elevated  scene  of  action.  Here  1  is 
abilities  and  spirit  were  i>rMii_''!it  to  ;i  test,  and  proved  to  be  of  sterling  value. 
He  was  present  at,  and  guided  the  i.;ir!:t.-5t  meetings  in  Dutchess  County,  prrpa- 
ratory  to  a  more  organized  r*  .-ii^t.inct.'  lo  thr  claims  of  the  British  Goverr.nient. 
He  took  the  lead  in  all  th"  W'kj'  r:;'  -isuk.s  udopti.-d  in  that  couiuy  :  a  more  z^:'!- 
ous  and  determined  patririt,  or  one  more  ihorou^^ldy  master  of  the  grounds  of  tb.e 
great  national  contest,  did  not  exi=t.  It  f  dlowed,  ofcourse,  that  his  knowledge 
of  law  and  of  the  enlightened  principk-s  of  civil  liberty,  and  his  practical  and 
business  talents,  would  carry  hi:n  torv/ard  rapidly  to  places  of  high  public  trust. 
He  was  accurdingly  appoirU'xl  first  attornpy-i^eneral  of  this  state,  by  the  ordi- 
nr-ince  of  the  convention  ofthe  ."^t-.h  of  May,  1777;  and  this  painful  and  most  res- 
ponsible otlice  he  disc!iar:::eii  with  the  utmost  2:eal,  ability,  and  integrity,  duriiig  the 
whole  [jcriod  of  ilie  American  war,  and  down  to  tiie  spring  of  17vS7,  when  he  volui^.- 
tarily  resiga-  d  it,  on  asbumm  ^  other  public  duties.  He  was  a  member  of  the  nrst 
legislative  assj.mbly  of  this  state  elected  in  1777.  His  name  in  the  public  opiir.ou 
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seemed  to  be  ideniified  with  wisdom,  patriotism,  and  integrity.  He  drafted  almost 
every  important  bill  that  passed  tiie  assembly  during  the  war ;  und  it  is  matter  of 
jniblic  notoriety  with  these  persons  wliose  jnemories  can  date  back  to  that  period, 
that  his  name  truly  merits  this  transcendunt  eulogy.  Durin;^  the  war  lie  was  the 
most  coniidential  and  efficient  adviser  of  the  elder  Governor  Clinton  ;  and  it  is 
well  known  that  no  governor  had  greater  diriiculties  to  contend  with,  as  such,  or 
surtnounied  them  with  better  discretion  and  firmness,  lit:  was  imj)ortunc;d  and 
taxed  v/ith  a  perplexing  variety  of  public  conrcrns  during  the  most  bury  and 
perilous  periods  of  our  revolution.'iry  liistory.  lie  was  president  of  the  board  of 
commissioners  in  Dutchess  Connty  for  deiectinfr  and  defeating  conspiracits,  and 
it  was  under  this  authority  that  the  board,  in  Juh',  1*7:^,  sent  the  Hon.  William 
Smith,  the  historian  of  Nevz-York,  iiuo  the  BnMsii  Ini'-s  :  and  who  did  not  fail  to 
complain  severely  of  the  stern  and  itiuexible  n^'uiuer  in  wliich  the  chairman  of 
the  commissioners  had  executed  the  power,  Amids'.  the  various  and  important 
duties  of  his  several  trusts,  he  was  brought  in  eoiuact,  and  formed  friendships 
with,  that  host  of  eminent  niei^  that  tiien  swayed  tht-  councils  of  the  state.  A  com- 
mon sympathy,  as  well  as  a  common  intorvsi,  is  excited  and  felt  at  times  of  pub- 
lic calamity,  and  leads  to  generous  and  dii;iu!i  res;ed  aciinns.  Mutual  respect 
and  strong  friendships  were  ciea'-^d  and  .sub.Miit.d  Ifiwi:tn  Mr.  Benson  and  Go- 
vernor Clinton,  Gen.  Schuyler,  Cluef-Jus'ice  Jay,  Chancellor  Livingston,  Judge 
Hobart,  James  Duane,  Alex^widir  Mcl>i.»!g.d,  Alcxaiider  Hanulton,  William 
Duer,  and  a  roll  of  other  distinnuisiicd  ]'  ;;ri'tt^,  v.-i-.»  utiorn  tlie  page  of  revolu- 
tionary history  ;  and  we  need  no  bntcr  evj.it  iio  i:rt'at  and  useful  talents  of 
]\Ir.  Benson,  than  to  know  the  tact,  tiiat  he  w.s.s  :',diii:r<-d  and  beloved,  and  his 
counsels  and  society  anxiously  sought  after,  by  all  the  leading  men  of  the  state 
during  the  best  and  brightest  period  of  our  donu  slic  history.  He  took  a  zealous 
part  in  the  adoption  of  the  constitntion  of  ti.e  L'ni'u-^I  Strnes,  on  which,  as  he 
uniformly  th'-'Ught  and  declared,  rested  al!  his  s  of  An"Tican  lil>rrty,  safety, 
and  glory.  No  person  could  be  mor..  devoted  t )  ii.>,  s  icooss.  In  17S9  lie  was 
elect:  u  one  of  tiie  six  re[-rese:itati vos  frum  ihis  sta''-  t<i  tlic  i;r.->i  eoiigr-.  ss,  m  wliicli 
lie  v/as  continued  four  years.  He  drf  w  tiie  h:V.s  otguni/.ing  the  executive  de- 
partment of  the  govern  aier.t,  an  i  ii.;  !  niw  i  ..r-!!  ■  y  to  t'ariiier  and  sn^iainthc 
measure.?  that  distiniruish'^d  th  ■  :-!'M-;>"is  ;tr,d  m;',  v-.r,! 'i.  '-d  adnnniL^tration  (•(  Wash- 
ington. In  this  situation  Ic*  had  the  liappint.^s  lo-t,;  i  l;ii:'v!y  to  the  nvimber  of  his 
partic\ilar  friend^,  and  to  as=.. .elate  on  cordud  and  cwni: jcntial  term*;  witfi  such 
men  as  George  Cabot,  Fis'er  Afi.  s,  <  )\\\<^r  I.!>v,-,>r;h,,  liii'u?  K,  ing,  William  Pat- 
terson, George  C!v:ii<-r,  <^f''^-  "'h'  i'^  >>f  the  ^rtm"  l'n;;M!t!  Nmir,|>,  with  whom  tiiere 
v/asan  equal  interchange  ')i'r<  n  ahd  .  ui.  \  ^  !  •.  1  Lu  a  f'^n.  he  in  ver  thouirht 
or  spo'<e  of  him  williOulexj'.'-.-^siiiL:  i'.^  n-::  -t i^...  .iii-.-n  oliu-:  taleiits,  and  reve- 
rence lor  his  patriotism.  UfTuii'T  Ai;;-  >  :.:ty  that  he  thought  him  the 
most  perfect  man  he  ever  knew,  aii  thii  I  c    .  i  ti..  j  muv  aivi  wisdom  of  a  5(r"a/»,^. 

In  17!)t  Mr.  Benson  wascj!;.d  iiUv;  j.r-iir;a!  l.;,^  And  tipi'oinied  a  judge  of 
the  supreme  court  of  this  state  ;  m  wii.cii  siuki'im^  !„  i.iiiained  several  )ears, 
and  fulfilied  all  its  duties  with  ilie  vMy.'i-A  pn  •-..-i-  :i,  (ii!;  jentf,  and  fidelity.  He 
did  more  to  rcf..rm  the  practira  of  lii  ^>-'V.:\  t;,/  ..  ,■. :  y  i.u  inhrr  of  it  ever  did  be- 
fore, or  ever  did  since.  The  oNj'^e;  riiS  s  . if  ;t:;  ■£.•:•■  v-hieh,  he  drew,  waste 
save  useless  time  and  trouble,  aed  t't  -lU'a'.e  bosiM*  ss.  He  resigned  in  ISOI,  on 
receiving  the  appointmeiu  of  ell!- f  j'lL"^  m  ti.f  .s<  -ir.d  cirruit,  under  a  new  ar- 
rangcnient  of  the  circuit  court.s  ol  t);e  I  !ii;<d  ."^t  ',;t>  ;  hi;',  wa,-;  <if'prlved  of  the  of- 


410 


HISTORY  OF   LONG  ISLAND. 


fice  by  a  repeal,  in  the  following  year,  of  the  statute  creating  the  new  cor.r's. 
During  the  remainder  of  his  life  Ju(!:2;e  Benson  was  principally  confined  to  il.r 
occasional  cults  of  professional  duty,  and  with  short  assumptions  of  places  of 
public  trust.  Tie  removed,  many  years  a^^o,  to  Jamaica,  where  l)e  continued  cur- 
ing the  rest  of  his  life,  boarding  in  the  family  of  Mr.  William  Puntine.  He 
continued  to  be  blessed  with  a  protracted  old  age,  exem])t  from  scorn  or  crime."' 
and  that  '*  glided  in  modest  innocence  av/ay  while  the  circle  of  his  old  friends 
and  acquaintances  became  gradually  more  and  more  contracted;  as  his  descending 
sun  was  casting  its  lengthent:d  shadows  before  him.  Pie  used  to  amuse  him^clf 
with  the  publieailon,  n';W  and  then,  of  short  tracts  on  what  he  deemed  the  e/ror-s 
and  follies  of  tliC  tu:;^5  ;  f  )r  he  had  naturally  a  quick  and  keen  perception  of 
false  and  ridicul.jus.  ai.d  il.e  llame  of  genuine  patriotisni  never  ceased  to  li%e  a:  i 
glow  in  his  bosom,  of  v/hieh  his  criticism  on  the  "  British  Rule  of  llbb,"  aiui  his 
Vindication  of  tkc  D^^'/cr.s  r>/\:4?i<-/ -'•5,'' may  be  cited  as  examples.  Hi^  wri- 
tings never  received  tlie  atLcniion  which  the  good  contained  up.der  a  forbidding 
exterior  justly  d'.  1.1  M'ded;  tor  by  his  C'  Uistaiit  efforts  to  attiiin  sententious  brcTi'.y 
he  became  oftentim -s  obscure.  This  irreat  ami  good  man  lived  to  survive  all  his 
contemporaries,  and  seems  to  iiave  died  almost  unknown  and  forgotten  by  tlie 
profession  which  he  once  so  greatly  ad.avned.  He' was  happy,  however,  to  have 
preserved  iiis  menial  faculties,  in  respect  to  all  ancient  recollections  and  iniprts- 
sions,  perfectly  unimpaired  to  tlic  last  ;  and  died  as  he  hud  lived,  in  the  most  se- 
rene tranquillity,  with  entire  resigniti<v.i  to  the  will  of  God,  and  in  humble  reliance 
on  those  means  of  salvation  upon  wlilcli  he  placed  his  liope  from  early  life. 

TOWN  OF  NEWTOWN. 

This  town  is  situ;ited  in  the  north-west  part  of  Glueen's, cen- 
trally distant  from  New- York  about  eight  miles.  It  is  bounded 
north  by  the  Ea^t  Iliver,  east  by  Flushing,  south  by  Jamaicaj 
and  west  by  Kin,i;'s  County,  together  with  the  islands  called 
the  North  and  Soiitii  Brother,  and  Riker's  Island,  formerly  caH- 
ed  llallet's  IsiaUd.  ivinn;  in  the  East  River.  '^J'he'  freneral  in- 
dian  appcllatir)n  for  ilu.'  territory  was  WandowenocL\  and  wa-: 
within  tlie  jurisdiction  clainied  by  the  Rockaway  tribe.  There 
was  a  small  tribe  of  Indians  at  the  head  of  Newtown  Creek, 
known  by  tiie  name  of  the  JJaspct/i  tribe,  whose  authority  did 
not  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  their  settlement.  The  phice 
lias  since  been  called  ]\his})etli,  or  the  J'^nglish  Kill.  The  tirst 
white  inhabitants  of  this  town  were  enterprising  English  emi- 
grants, who  came  directly  trom  the  colonies  of  New-England, 
and  settled  themselves  under  llie  Dutch  government  of  the 
New  Ni  tlierlands  ;  although  fully  recognized  as  Dutch  sub- 
jects, yet  they  were  allowed  many  privileges  appertaining  to  an 
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independent  communit)^,  being  permitted  to  enjoy  their  religious 
I'ret.'dom,  to  be  governed  by  ordinances  of  their  own  adoption, 
and  to  elect  their  own  magistrates,  to  be  approved,  however,  as 
in  other  cases,  by  the  governor.  The  scttienient  was  com- 
menced in  1G51,  but  no  formal  purchase  v,'a.s  made  from  tlie 
natives  till  several  years  after,  the  reason  for  winch  does  not 
appear.  It  was  customary,  in  t!ic  municipal  regidations  of  the 
early  inhabitants,  to  elect  at  town  m.eetings  certain  ofiicers,  de- 
signated town's-men,  whose  duty  it  was  to  superintend  and 
manage  the  public  interests  of  tlie  town,  and  to  execute  what 
in  their  opinion  the  conmion  good  required,  except  as  related 
to  the  admission  of  new  inhabitants  ai.id  the  distribution,  of 
lands  ;  these  matters  being  considered  of  Ui  "sr-'  vit;il  iuiportance, 
vrere  reserved  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  v/ij  mc  ])e.ipie  assem- 
bled in  town-meeting.  It  is  prob.d)!^,  as  w  a  ^  the  case  in  most 
of  the  towns  under  the  Dutch  authority,  tn.rt  a  ir<-'neral  title  to 
the  hands  had  been  originallv  actpiiiTd  !iy  t!i''  'j:('Vernor,  as  the 
first  charter  was  obtained  from  Governor  Siuyvesant  in  the 
yearl652  ;  and  a  second,  v.'ith  more  li!)>M-a!  t  ro visions,  and  with 
more  exactness  as.  to  the  bcundaries,  was  iNNn<  d  in  1(355.  Both 
of  these  documents,  as  well  as  a  Uiass  ot"  o[hcr  vahaable  papers 
relativ^e  to  tfic  early  history  of  this  tftwn.  wore  dc'^troycd  or  tak- 
en away  during  t.he  revolution  ;  tlio  conmKm'.hni'-  ollicer  liav- 
ing  fix-^d  his  head-quarters  here  for  a  part  of  the  time,  and  the 


British  troops  had  full  possession  of  th"  U^w  ii  tor  matiy  years, 
committing  the  most  extensive  and  wan!:'!i  d-  j  redations  upon 
property  of  everv  description.  It  a]'pf/ar^.  tr  im  tlie  f'.-w  records 
which  have  escaped  destrncnon,  t'.at  t'io  l  .nowing  persons 
were  inhabitants,  and  probably  owners  ol  land  jn  the  town,  in 
the  years  1055  -6 : 

Thomas  Stephenson,  H.-.!:.  t.  • '  (^  -..a  n'.  Titus/ 

Gers  horn  Moore,  Saua:'lH.l.  :,  l.;i!M  be  a  Woodward, 

Jonathan  Hazzard,  Ilcndn^  k  .M.ira:,suii,  Ju.-q.h  Jicvder, 

Daniel  Bloomfield,  il-'i-n.        .vv.-  :!.  J-rcJui.ih  llecder, 

Caleb  Leveridge,  J-lai  P  .r  -  ,.!.  N^-.iiuuiiel  Woodward, 

Joseph  Sacket,  Gcorz-  >■■  :    ■  y-^  '^^-  J"hr.  Bull, 

Robert  Field,  Thos.-.Hs  Jo!:;.  Wood, 

Thomas  Peiiit,  Juhn  .l^  l^.-on,  Thomas  Morrdl, 

John  Gray,  "-  Ki.-K  r!  Theophilus  Phiilips. 

RoV).,rt  Field,  jun.,  Ju^ii  D-.  . P .i-IaV Paittrson. 
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Henry  Maybe. 

Benjamin  St^'phens, 

Josiuh  F'ornisn, 

John  Reed, 

Jacob  Leonardson, 

Gc'Or^c  "Wood, 

Joseph  PhillipSj 

Luke  Depavv, 

^Tsathan  Fish 

Francis  Way, 

Nathaniel  Petiit, 

Edward  Jiunt, 

Joiui  Wilson, 

James  Haves, 

Jerfiruiah  Burroug^hsj 

Moses  .Pettit, 

Ricliard  Owen, 

'""  Richard  Betts, 

John  Korman 

Peter  Burkhead, 

Sam  Lie!  Ivetcham 

John  Alden, 

Tnhn  Al-Rnrfis! 

John  Ratnsden 

John  Rosell, 

T^inpfr  Wi  1 !  1  DTn  =;on 

^\.n-^ela  Bur'-'er, 

Cornfclius  JohnsoDj 

John  Harrison, 

StcpiiCii  Geor^esoHj 

Jacob  Reeder, 

Jol)n  Coe, 

John  Lawrence, 

John  Morrell, 

Joseph  Burrou:;hs, 

Tiiomas  Wandell, 

EUas  Douglity, 

William  Osborn, 

John  Kirtshdw, 

Thomas  Lawrence, 

Thomas  Ro!>rrtson, 

Jonathan  Strickland, 

Wiliiani  Lawrence, 

Benjamin  Cornisli, 

Gershom  Hazzard, 

Wiliiam  Haiiet,  jun., 

Francis  Combs, 

Hen.ry  Sawtley. 

This  town,  at  the  first  settlement;  and 

while  it  reiBained  un- 

der  the  Dutch,  was  called  Middleburgh ;  but  why  it  was  so 
named^  we  have  at  this  time  no  nieans  of  ascertaining-.  A  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  oldest  record  is  occupied  with  details  of 
trials  before  the  town  court,  and  among  these,  actions  of  slan- 
der hold  a  prominent  place.  The  following  is  a  fair  sample  of 
many  others  which  might  be  quoted  from  these  ancient  chron- 
icles :  Middleburgh,  Auff.  21,  1659.  At  a  cort  held  by  the 
raagestrates  of  the  place  atoresaid,  Johnfforman^  plaintive,  en- 
^  ters  an  action  against  ffrancis  DougJity,  defcn^,  an  action  of 
slander.  John  Iforman  declared  that  ffrancis  Doughty  charged, 
him,  that  he  had  stole  his  chocs,  and  therefore  he  was  satisfied 
which  way  Iiis  things  went.  The  cort  finds  for  the  defen^, 
too  guilders  for  attr'ndanco  and  tlie  charge  of  the  cort,  to  be 
payd  by  John  llbriii'in,  because  he  doth  not  support  his  charge 
that  he  layd  against  the  defenv'' 

"At  a  general  town  niceiing,  held  October  0,  1G65,  voted 
that  Thomas  Lawrence,  Ralph  Hunt,  and  Jo.  Burrows  shall 
be  employed  to  get  a  draft  of  the  bounds  of  the  town,  and  get 
a  pattin  for  the  same  ;  also  the  town  people  to  bear  the  charge 
accorumir  to  their  several  proportions."  Upon  this  application, 
a  patent  issued  IGth  of  ^larcli,  IGOG,  by  which  was  granted 
and  assured  unto  "  Capt.  Richard  Betts,  Capt.  Thomas  Law- 
rence, Capt.  John  Coe,  Joiui  Burroughs,  Ralph  Himt,  Da- 
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niel  Whitehead,  and  Joost  Burger,  as  patentees  for  and  on 
beiialf  of  themselves  and  their  associates,  the  freeholders  and 
inhabitants  of  Newtowne,  their  heirs,  successors,  and.  assigns, 
as  follows  : 

**  All  that  the  said  tract  of  land  Iv  reiu  mr?nconc(l  to  h:\ve  hern  purchased  from 
the  Indian  natives,  bounded  on  the  east  by  Flu-shin:;  Creek  and  a  line  to  be 
drawne  from  the  head  thereof  duo  south,  exiendiii::  to  ihe  south  side  of  the  hills; 
on  the  north  by  tiie  Sound  ;  on  the  wcbt  by  tlu-  Ma.s|.'nh  Crceke  or  Kill,  and  a 
line  to  be  drawno  froiii  the  head  thereof  due;  south,  cxt^iidins;  to  the  south  side  of 
tlie  hills  ;  on  the  north  by  the  S.  >und  ;  on  the  %vi  si  by  '.!ic  said  Maspeth  Creeke  or 
Plill  ;  and  a  line  to  be  drawne  from  the  most  wt  ^it  i'y  branch  thereof  due  south, 
extending  iii^to  the  south  side  of  the  said  hilis  ;  and  cu  the  soulli  by  a  straiglit 
line  to  be  drawne  from  the  soutii  points  of  Ui'^  .said  wtst  line,  alongst  the  south 
side  of  the  said  lulls,  it  me-^'.s  v/iih  the  said  c.\<i  luw  soe  menconed.  to  extend 
from  the  head  of  Flu-shing  Crerl:c  as  aforos. ud  ;  as  also  all  liiat  one-third  part  of 
a  cer'.aine  neck  of  meadow  called  CcUer-s-Ncc-k,  scituau  ,  iviii^j:,  and  bcihj^^  within 
tlie  bounds  of  Jamaiea,  upon  the  south  sid--  nf  Loii.:  K!  ujii;  as  ;dso  liberty  to  cut 
what  timber  within  the  bounds  of  Jamaica  ii  s.vii!  t!  ' y  .shouiti  hrive  ocrasiou 
for,  for  the  fi-rcing'  the  said  neck,  and  to  ]iia!<e  and  iay  ("it  to  themselves  what 
highway  or  hi'.,^li\vays  they  siiuuld  ihitd-:  ft,  for  tii-Mf  hee  and  convenient  ei^res.se 
and  regresse  to  and  fro-n  tl.-:  af  >res  ud  nc.k  or  ^ -u  .  '.l  .•;  ;:)fadow.  And  that  the 
said  patentees,  their  associa'ies,  heyrcs.  sue  ■  is  .ms.  atid  assigns  shall  enjoy  all  the 
privilc'^'cs  bciongin<;  to  any  tow  n  within  this  ::<»v-  :'  un<  'a'  ;  and  that  the  place  of 
their  habitation  shall  continue  and  retain-,-  li.e  naa.ic  of  .Nt-u  town,  and  so  be  dis- 
tinguished and  known  in  all  b'ar-ain.s,  sai;<  ^,,  d-...d.>,  ncnids,  and  writing's." 

December  IZ,  1670.  At  a  town  nicelidu-,  voatcd,  that  if 
^Ir.  Levevich  shall  continue  in  tins  town  to  jtrcar/i  the  word  of 
Goa]  a  rate  of  ,£40  shall  he  made  tor  the  buiklitii^  of  a  nieetiiig- 
house,  one-half  to  be  ]iayd  in  corn  and  the  dlhei  half  in  cattle." 
— "At  a  cort,  hold  3iay  G,  ] ()?-!,  life  nider  ot  the  cort  is,  that 
Thoinas  CV/.vt  shall  no^  enti;rt;iyH^'  W  Uitni/i.  ^'^'/n  id/'s  irife,  ini- 
knowne  to  her  hu.sLand,  a.^  li-.,'  will  :u>v.  er  f.^r  tlie  contrary  at 
his  peril. ^' — "February  2S.  lO^'J,  vn:,i.  d  ih.tl  .V/'.  Morn-au  Jones 
be  schoohnaster  ot'  our  to\^-ji,  aii*!  wdl  teach  on  the  fSabbatli 
days  those  tliat  will  come,  ailowniLT  I'^r  cj  u-risinir  on  that  day 
what  any  one  pleases.*'  Of  this  per-on  wc  lind  the  following 
entry  made  by  hiiLself :  W  hen  a^  1,  Mor^a.!!  J(»nes,  have  offi- 
ciated for  some  time  as  a  i/ii/iisUr  m  Newtown  without  any 
agreement  for  a  salary,  u[K>n  ih.e  proimse  of  some  particular 
persons  of  the  town  to  all'nr  m-r  some  small  recompense  of  their 
own  accord^  I  do  hereby  acquit  ar;d  di-eiiaa  ^e  the  town  of  all 
salary,  moneys,  goods,  or  wares,  which  I  might  claim,  August 
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2S,  IGSO,  AforrranJoius':'—''  At  a  cnrt,  held  April  4th,  1CS9, 
Ann  Cloven  did,  in  presents  of  the  corf,  own  that  she  had 
S|)oken  several  tyiiics  scandalous  and  reproaclilul  speaclics 
against  ^ViU^am  Francis^  touching  his  good  name;  she  doth 
now  confess  her  fault,  and  says  she  had  done  the  said  William 
wrong,  and  is  sorry  she  spoke  sucli  words  against  hiin  ;  and 
hopes,  for  the  time  to  come,  she  shall  be  more  careful.  She 
owns  that  she  charged  the  plaintive  with  cheating  her  of  a 
pound  of  tiax,  and  told  the  people  to  take  notice  he  had  stole 
her  yarn."-— "  On  the  29th  July,  IGSS,  voated  that  Edward 
Ste])hcnson  and  Josejjh  Sacket  shall  appear  at  the  suprcam 
cort,  held  at  Flatlands,  to  defend  the  town's  right ;  and  that 
they  have  full  power  to  employ  an  attnrney  if  they  shall  sec 
fit,  and  what  they  do,  we  will  ratil'y  and  conhrm.'^ — '-June  11, 
1GS9,  \[  was  vonted  and  a;n(  0(l  tliat  Capt.  llichajd  lUKs  and 
Lieut.  Samuel  Moore  go  to  the  county-town  to  meet  the  depu- 
tys  of  other  towns,  to  vote  for  too  men  out  of  the  county  to  go  to 
Yorke  to  act  with  the  rest  in  couusil  as  a  cornmitte  of  safety." 
— "These  may  certify  '''-11  whom  it  may  concerii,  that  llVaiicis 
Combs,  being  accused  f)r  speaking  scandalous  words  and 
speeches,  tending  to  the  dellamacon  of  i\hu-get,  the  wife  of  John 
fforman  of  Newtown  ;  I  doe  publicly  declare  that  f  am  hertily 
^,«=:orry  that  the  said  ^Marget  is  anywise  by  me  defiuned,  not 
knowing  any  thing  against  her  natiic*,  fame,  or  reputacon  ;  but 
that  she  lives  honrstlif  nud  'jratjjy  wi!h  her  neighbors,  and  all 
other  their  Mao-esty's  subjects.  As  witness  my  hand,  October 
2,  1(301,  Ifrancis  Combs."'  -  - July  I  1,  l{)04,  voted  at  town 
meeting,  tliat  the  town  will  malce  a  rate  toward  repairing;-  the 
nieetini^-house  and  the  lowii-liouse  ;  also  for  }>aying  the  uk-'S- 
sen^er's  expense,  that  is  sent  lor  a  minister  and  f")r  m:d;ing  a 
pair  o(  stocks y 

On  the  25lh  of  November,  If^Sf),  a  new  patent  was  granted 
by  Governor  Donirau,  v/hich,  after  rtjciting  the  date  of  previous 
patents,  and  tlic  bound.iries  ot  the  town  as  before  mentioned^ 
states  that  the  iVeeholders  and  inhabitatits  had  madeapj)licaliori 
to  him  by  AVilliam  Lawrence,  .loseph  Sacket,  .lohn  AVay,  and 
Content  Titus,  {^.-rsons  deputed  by  them,  for  a  more  full  and 
ample  confirmation  of  the  tract  or  parcel  of  land  contained  iu 
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the  patent  of  1666  from  Governor  NicoUs  ;  therefor  he,  the  said 
TiiomasDonganjdoth  ratify,  conflrmj  and  grant  all  the  said  land 
and  preaiisesj  with  the  houses,  messuages,  tenements,  fencings, 
buildings,  gardens,  orchards,  trees,  woods,  under- woods,  pas- 
tures, feedings,  common  of  pastures,  meadows^  marslies,  lakes, 
ponds,  creeks,  harbors,  rivers,  rivulets,  brooks,  streams,  ease- 
ments, and  highways,  together  with  the  islands,  mines,  miner- 
als, (royal  mines  only  excepted),  fisliing,  hawking,  hunting, 
and  fowling,  in  free  and  comnjon  soccage,  according  to  the 
tenure  of  East-Greenwicli  in  the  county  of  Kent,  in  his  Majes- 
ty's kingdom  of  England,  (yielding  and  paying  on  the  five  and 
twentieth  day  of  March,  yearly  forever,  the  chiefc  or  quit-rent 
of  three  pounds  f;mr  slii'lii.i::^,)  unto  the  I'oUowing-named  per- 
sons, then  being  the  freeholders  and  iidiabitants  oftiie  town,  to 
wit : 


Richard  Belts, 

Jonathan  ?ti-vensoJi, 

(.x.irsliain  Haziiru, 

Thomas  vStepiiensoii, 

Tiioaias  Case, 

Francis  Way, 

Lrershoia  iMoore, 

John  Aiuuni.se, 

Moses  Pctet, 

Jonathan  llazzard, 

James  V/.iy. 

John  Ranisden, 

Samuel  Moore, 

Ji.ihH  Jt)a!,-S'>li, 

Phili|>  Katcham, 

Daniel  Bloomfield, 

tlLchaixI  Aisop, 

Josias  iToreman,  jun., 

Caleb  Leverich, 

Hendrick  R.  Snuth, 

Lambert  Woodward, 

Edward  Stevenson, 

John  Recti, 

John  Moore, 

Josepli  Sacket, 

Bcili.llIUIl  Sulfci  MS, 

'i'lhuiias  Lawreiice, 

S^uol  SniddtT, 

Lnke  D.-jHiW, 

AVillians  Lawrenee, 

Robert  Field,  sen.. 

:Nath:il,i.-l  I'K.t, 

Jotm  Lawicnce, 

Thomas  W audeil, 

Ka!.-liain, 

Wilham  IJalii't,  son.,  ^■ 

John  Catcliaai, 

Juiiii  n.-..'-i:k-.>i!,' 

VVilhani  iiu!iei,jaa.,  - 

Tlioaias  Part, 

Jjiaae  Gr.iv, 

^^.iniuc!  liallet, 

John  WoLilton  Crat"  s, 

Content  Tilas,  - 

I  b  adriek  Martin-inn, 

Johannis  L:i\v te.sse, 

J..:>n  i'i-h, 

Rwb(:i(  B'ackwrH, 

John  Ros-11, 

Cvj  li;  i;as  JuiisiMMJj 

J'/tni  Pvirecll, 

Joseph  Reed, 

Wil.KUii  i\uceli. 

RoalcfTc  PcttrsoiK 

(;•  ,_ir_;r  <[,-v.  Il>i)ll, 

Jacob  Severson  Van  I)f 

SatiiuH  FioIl 

'Pluunas  Parcel!, 

Grit't, 

j<iM  ;wi  j'.m  I'.Kiiil,^, 

.S'.'  \>\\<  \\  Georj^eson, 

StolT'iU  Van  Law, 

ThiMiM  ■>  Rij!):n -i .n^ 

Juiiii  Buckhout, 

Aluahani  Ilickc, 

J  I'i)  .  i  i  ays. 

A  iH  licaie  Bu  wcr 

Francis  Comes, 

J  UmI't, 

'i  h(iinas  Cilhnan, 

Thomas  Etiicrinsoji, 

John  liHrr, 

Peter  Bockhout, 

Jcrtniudj  Ri.lor, 

Ju:.a  utra..,d. 

Jidin  Dennian, 

John  Way, 

iivjuy  Mayel,  jun., 

Robert  Field,,  jmi., 

j..;,u  t.t, 

Theophihis  Piuliips, 

Jonaihan  Sticklin, 

'l'hi<nias  MorcU, 

Anthony  Gleen, 
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John  Sniyth,  John  Roberts,  Jahn  WiUsoti, 

•  Josias  llnrpaan,  sen.,         Isaacke  Swinlon,  John  fforeman, 

George  WooJ,  Elias  Doay;hty,  Rinier  Williamson, 

r^adian  Fish,  Jane  Rider,  Benjamin  Cornish, 

Edward  Hunt,  John  Allene,  Henry  Safly, 

Jeremiah  Burroughs^        Henry  Mayel,  sen.,  Joseph  Rider, 

Thomas  oe:u,  Jji^ipa  Pnillips,  Tlioaias  Morrell,  jun, 

John  Scudder,  jun., 

The  first  church  was  erected  in  the  present  village  of  New- 
town in  the  yeur  1670,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Rev.  WUllcif/i 
Leverh-hj  (so.netimes  spelled  Leveridire.)  He  had  been  the 
first  Presbyterian  minister  of  liuntini^ton,  and  was  likewise  one 
of  the  original  purchasers  of  the  town  of  Oyster-Bay  in  1G53. 
Mr.  Leverich  remained  here  till  his  death  in  1692,  and  was  a 
highly  useful  man,  being  well  acquainted  with  public  business, 
and  distinguished  for  great  industry  and  enterprise.  The  most 
ancient  volume  of  records  in  the  clerk's  office  of  this  town  is 
prefaced  by  about  one  hundred  pages,  in  the  hand-writing  of 
this  gentleman,  but  in  abbreviated  characters;  purporting  to  be 
a  commentary  upon  a  portion  of  the  Old  Testament,  aiTording 
conclusive  evidence  of  his  learning,  patience,  and  industry. 
He  is  characterized  by  Hubbard,  in  his  history  of  New-England, 
ae  '"'an  able  and  worthy  minister.  Many  of  his  descendants 
are  at  this  time  res',ioiits  of  the  town.  The  Rev.  John  Morse 
succeeded  Mr.  Leverich  in  HiOl,  and  although  he  is  believed 
to  have  continued  here  several  years,  very  httle  is  known  in 
relation  to  his  family.  Tiie  next  minister  was  the  Rev.  Sam- 
uel Pomeroy  ;  he  graduated  at  Princeton  College  in  1705,  and 
settled  here  in  1709,  v/here  he  continued  till  his  decease  in 
174.4.  His  son  Benjauiin  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1733, 
and  was  ordained  at  He!)i'>!),  Connecticut,  in  1735,  where  he 
died,  Dec.  22,  17S  L  Tlie  JUv.  /Simon  Horlo)i  succci:dc'd  Va\ 
Pomeroy.  He  graduated  at  Princeton  in  1731,  and  settled  in 
this  town  in  1746 ;  v/here  he  dred,  after  a  labor  of  forty  years, 
in  17SG.  His iurmediate  successor  was  the  Rev.  NaiJian  M'ood- 
kuU.  He  was  born  at  Setauket,  in  the  town  of  Brookhaven, 
in  17'52  ;  o-raduated  at  Yale  College  in  1775;  and  was  first  set- 
tled at  Huutin:iion,  tiom  whence  he  removed  to  this  town  in 
1775,  where  he  died,  31arch  13,  ISIO.    He  was  of  prepossess- 
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ing  a})peararice  and  manners,  possessed  a  line  oenius,  an  amia- 
ble disposition,  and  was  considered  an  eloquent  preacher,  lie 
was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  ]]'illla7/i  Buardinan  in  IS  11,  who 
deceased  in  ISiS,  greatly  lamented  by  all  that  knew  him. 
His  j)lace  was  supplied  in  the  Ibl lowing-  year  by  the  present 
respectable  clergyman,  tlie  Rev.  Juhn  Guhhviilh^  a  native  of 
Sonthold,  and  a  graduate  of  Pi  inceion  College  in  the  year 
1S15.    St,  James's  Episcopal  Chnrrk  in  tlnstowji  was  erect- 
ed in  1734,  and  obtained  a  charter  o(  incorporation  from  Go- 
vernor Colden  on  the  9th  of  September,  1701.     The  persons 
named  in  the  charter  as  wardens,  are  Jamt-s  Hazard  and  Rich- 
ard AIsop  ;  and  lor '  vestrym.en,  S;rmiiel  ^^loore,  .lacob  Elack- 
well,  William  Hazard,  Jacob  liaUel,  ilicliard  A!:?op  the  fburth, 
and  Willianr  Sacket  the  thnd.    S\  site  ior  ihis  church,  consist- 
ing of  twenty  square  rods  of  uriiinuh  v.its  giaiitcd  at  a  town 
meeting  lield  the  19tli  of  April,  17  3J,  and  a  died  was  thereup- 
on executed  for  the  same  by  niiiety  fifjlioldcrs  of  the  town. 
The  church  was  originally  united  wnli  those  of  Jamaica  and 
Flushing,  and  enjoyed  for  many  ytars  (he  services  of  the  same 
ministers  in  rotation.    The  iirst  eicru-ynian  employed  exclusive- 
ly in  this  parish  was  the  Ri  v.  Mr.  \'fiu  J)i/I:r,  wlio  commenc- 
ed his  clerical  labors  in  1797.    He  ri'iiajvcd  in  lb02,  and  was 
succeeded^,  some  years  al'ter,  by  the  Jt>  c.  .\!rraiitun  L.  Clarky 
who  graduated  at  Yale  College  m  17^.">,  and  h;id  been  previous- 
ly settled  in  Flushing.    His  d.\ii!i  luui;  'I'lace  ju  ISIF  The 
Rev.  WdUani  M'yait^  wlu)  LrradiKUcd  at  Columbia  College  in 
1S09,  was  settled  here  in  IS  12;  but  v.-:is  soon  after  invited  to 
St.  Paul's  church,  Baltmiofe,  v/li.  i^;  hu  ranks  among  the  most 
able  and  eloquent  divines  of  ila'tl  City.     The  JU  c.  Lvan  Al. 
JoJuLSon  is  a  native  of  Rhode  b-iand,  and  graduated  at  iJrown 
University  in  ISOS.    lbs  beti'cm.Mt  too!:  plaee  in  this  parish 
in  1S14,  v^-here  he  rernamcd  aljout  uax  years,  wiien  he  removed 
to  St.  John's  Church  in  Rruoklyn,  of  which  lie  still  continues 
rector. 

A  Dutch  Reformed  Cliurcft  has  Ifcen  erected  in  this  town 
for  more  than  a  century,  and  ha.^  generally  been  supplied  by 
the  clergymen  of  the  assoeiated  Hiueh  clm.rches  ni  the  county. 
The  present  church  edifice  v.-as  com[»ieti.d  m  1S32. 
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In  the  year  1S22  a  large  and  expensive  female  seminary  was 
built  liere  by  a  few  liberal  and  wcaltliy  individuals,  and  incor- 
porated on  the  15th  of  March  of  the  same  year,  by  the  name  of 
the  "  Neictoicn  Fevndc  Academy^''  It  in  a  short  time  acr|nirc:l 
a  high  reputation,  and  was  for  some  years  mucli  patronized  by 
the  public;  since  when  it  ceased  to  attract  attention,  and  has 
long  been  relinfinisliLcl  as  a  place  of  education.  Besides  the 
village  of  Newtov/n.  tiiere  are  several  other  small  settleuienis 
scattered  over  the  tov,-n.  none  of  which,  however,  except 
Ballet's  Cove,  contain  more  than  some  ]]alf  a  dozen  dwellings 
and  a  proportionate  nnniher  of  inhabitants.  The  population  is 
generally  diilused  over  tl;e  Vvliole  surface  of  the  town,  noon  tlie 
shores  of  the  Bay,  liic  East  lliver;  and  upon  Newtov/n  Creek. 
The  village  of  rsewtov/n  is  conveniently  located  upon  tlie  turn- 
pike-road leadin.g  from  Broijkiyn  and  Tv'illiamsburgli  to  Flush- 
'  inof.  It  has  the  three  churchi's  before  mentioned,  a  larj^e  town- 
house  occupied  as  an.  hotel,  three  or  four  stores,  a  few  mechanic 
shops,  and  about  two  hnndivd  inhabitants.  Trliddle-Villacre  is 
a  small  hamlet  occupying  an  elevated  position  upon  the  turn- 
pike leading  from  Jamaica  to  Williamsburgh.  jSUddhtovni  is 
situated  on  th  j  road  iVom  the  village  of  Newtown  to  ]Iallet*s 
Cove,  aud  consists  of  a  tavern,  a  store,  and  three  or  four  dwell- 
ings. Maspcf/i,  sometin?.>s  called  the  Englisli  Kills,  is  at  the 
head  of  New  to  v;n  Creek,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  the 
former  residence  of  a  small  family  or  tribe  of  Indians,  which 
gave  name  to  the  place.  n»M-e  is  a  large  hotel,  and  several 
handsome  dwellings  ;  one  of  which  was  formerly  occupied 
by  Governor  Do  AViU  Clinton  as  a  country-seat,  and  wiiere  he 
probably  composed  some  of  his  most  valuable  literary  produc- 
tions. His  fame  and  |)ul'lic  s>^r vices  are  deserving  to  be  held  in 
long  remembrance  by  the  future  patriots  of  America. 

Halle t\s  Cove,  so  cnlled  from  the  iirst  purchaser,  is  the  most 
important  place  in  the  tmvn,  eli<xibly  situated  upon  the  shore 
of  the  East  liiver,  a  liule  al)Ove  BlackwelTs  Island,  and  opposite 
to  Eii^hty-Sixih  Stre-.^t.  New- York,  wliere  there  is  a  convenient 
steamderry.  The  si  lore  in  this  vicinity  being  considerably 
elevated,  ofii.Ts  fmc  site^  f)r  building  ;  and  no  small  degree  oi 
taste  and  elegance  have  been  displayed  in  those  already  erected. 
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The  village  itself  is  compactly  built,  and  well  calculated  for 
commercial  and  maim  fact  iiriu:r  purposes.  It  is  almost  in  sight 
of  the  spires  of  tlie  metro[)oiis,  and  possesses  ^ireixt  facilities 
of  intercourse.  Of  this  rcmarkahlc  spot,  the  tradition  is,  that 
an  English  adventurer,  whose  name  was  Mallet,  about  tlie  year 
1640,  for  a  barrel  of  beef  and  a  few  trinlujis,  purcliased  from 
the  Indians  this  tract  of  land  ;  havitig  ta!:cn  to  himself  in  mar- 
riage an  industrious  and  sturdy  Dutch  lass,  settled  down  here, 
and  in  the  process  of  some  twenty  y":ars,  by  their  united  exer- 
tions became  not  only  independent,  but  the  parents  of  a  nu- 
merous race,  many  of  whom  are  still  respectable  in  cha- 
racter and  connections.  How  the  prchuuiiaries  were  arranged 
between  the  said  couple  lias  n'^v^  r  h'^-ii  sMtisfactoriiy  settled, 
seeing  the  orentleman  understood  ii.ii  a  word  of  ljulch.  and  the 
lady  was  equal  I  y  u  n  acq  uai  n  t<  !d  w  i  h  V'  •  i  •  •  1 1  >  h .  I  n  this  d  i  1  e  m  ma 
the  nej^otianon  was  necessarily  coiiducie  i  by  those  signs  and 
gestures  which  are  the  universal  lanj:uaj:t^  of  mankind.  This 
suburban  village  has,  within  a  U\v  years  j>ast,  exhibited  much 
of  the  spirit  of  improvement,  and  has  consequently  already 
become  the  theatre  of  activity  and  enterprise  in  various 
branches  of  business. 

Tvv'o  handsome  churches  and  several  splr-ndid  private  man- 
sions have  been  lately  erected  here,  which  m  ike  a;i  imposing, 
appearance,  especially  when  see:i  Ironi  the  river.  There  are. 
besides,  an  extensive  manufactory  of  cirp^ts,  chair  factory, 
v/ood-card  factory,  bellows  factory,  onj  cli'Muical  prepara- 
tions, and  several  gardens  and  niir>"rie^  for  t!ie  rearnjg  of  fruit 
and  ornamental  trees.  A  gr-jat  naii-nal  iinprovein^f^iU  has  been 
proposed,  that  of  opening  a  }ki-o;ii:''  for  ships  thromdi  i]lack- 
well's-Point,  a%'oiding  tlieroby  tlie  driays  and  diingers  attend- 
ant upon  a  navigation  throuirh  i  I  'li-L' Tins  celebrated 
straU  is  in  the  immediate  viemiiy,  wii-.  r'.-  i!io>".  .^ays  a  certain 
writer,  who  love  to  v.-itness  the  im-)  lu.nis  strife  of  angry 
currents,  witli  cra.r2;*?d  and  7.\Z''-ij:  conr>;.>  among  the  rocks, 
can  hardly  find  a  better  [»laee  f  )r  mil  u'ratiiiraiion.  Our  esteemed 
countryman,  Washinu^ton  irviug,  ll-].,  spLaiking  of  this  fa- 
mous ^jass,  says,  Hi.ll-if'iU  i<  (^s  pacijir  at  low  water  as  any 
other  stream;  as  the  tUc  ri:>cs.  it  bf^ins  to  fret;  at  half 
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tide  it  rages  and  roars^  as  if  helloicing  for  more  water :  bid 
when  the  tide  is  fnU,  it  relapses  a^riiii  into  quAef,  and  for  a 
time  seems  almost  to  sleep  as  soundbj  as  an  cdderman  after 
dinner.  It  may  he  compared  to  an  inveterate  drinker^  who 
is  a  peacefid  fellow  cnowjli  when  he  has  no  lirpior  at  all,  or 
when  he  is  skillfull ;  hut  wJien  Jialf  seas  ocer,  plai/s  the  very 
devllP  Among  other  persons  of  tasto  and  opulence,  who  liave 
chosen  this  as  a  place  ol' residence,  is  the  weil-knouni  seedsman 
and  florist .  Mr.  Grant  Thorbnrn,  an  extraordinary  example  of 
virtuous  industry  and  perseverance,  crowned  by  great  and  well- 
merited  success.  Here  is  also  the  residence  of  the  late  General 
Ebenezer  Stevens,  a  distimaiished  patriot  of  the  revolution, 
and  highly  esteemed  for  intca'riiy  and  honor  throuirh  life.  It 
is  now  occupied  by  his  son  Sanuiel  Stevens,  a  highly  respect- 
able nieniber  of  tlie  legal  profession.  Tlie  llallet's  Cove  Kail- 
way  Company  was  incorporated  April  15,  182S.  with  a  capital 
of  $50,000,  for  repairing  vessels,  d:c. 

Considerable  efforts  have  been  made  to  build  up  a  beautiful 
villei  upon  tlie  banks  of  the  East  River,  a  little  south  of  Hallets 
Cove  ;  upon  which  has  been  conferred  tlie  name  of  Ravens- 
wood.  The  site  is  snlllciontly  elev-ated  to  afford  the  most 
charming  view  of  the  ndjaccnl  country,  and  possessing  charms 
which  almost  equal  soi-ie  descriptions  in  eastern  romance. 
The  situation  will  liardiy  suffer  by  comparison  with  the 
beautiful  scenery  of  the  Thames  at  Windsor.  Already 
several  houses  have  been  coniplcted,  and  others  are  in  the 
course  of  erection.  In  the  vicinity  are  the  valuable  farms 
of  the  corporafion  of  New- York,  upon  which  buildings  have 
been  constructed  for  the  accommodation  of  more  than  five 
huTxdred  orphan  cinlfhon,  maintained  and  educated  at  the 
public  expense. 

The  surface  of  this  tov.-n  is  generally  undulating,  in  some 
parts  hilly  ;  the  sod  of  a  niiddhii2:  quality  ;  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  Sound  and  the  ^h^r■'s  of  Flushing  Bay,  it  is  much  superior 
and  better  cuhivato  1.  There  is,  hov/ever,  within  its  limits 
a  good  deal  o!  low,  swaainy  land,  not  susceptible  of  profita- 
ble culture,  some  of  wliich  yields  turf  or  peat  of  a  kind 
which  has  been  extensively  used  for  fuel.  ITpon  the  sout!i 
side  of  tlit:  town,  a.liouiin:/  the  Jamaica  arid  '\Vi'iiam=;burc:'i 
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road,  is  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  milk  establishments 
in  this  part  of  the  countr3^  l-'^'i  ^^r-  D^^vid  Mills  pnrchas- 
ed,  for  eight  thousand  dollars,  tiie  farm  of  the  late  Dr.  Isaac 
Ledyard,  containing  two  hundred  acres.  The  whole  has  since 
been  divided  into  fields  of  five  and  ten  acres  by  substantial 
stone  wallSj  whereby  the  land  has  been  cleared  of  the  surface 
stone.  By  the  course  of  husbandry  pursued,  the  grounds  have 
been  rendered,  fertile  and  productive.  A  two-story  stone 
edifice  has  been  constructed,  one  huridred  and  fifty  feet  long 
and  forty  wide,  divided  into  fifty  stalls  uu  each  side,  three  feet 
by  twelve,  and  a  way  left  through  the  centre,  to  .pass  with 
a  loaded  v-agon.  Here  are  maintained  one  hundred  cows, 
Vv^hich  consume  one  ton  of  English  hay,  and  eiglit  hundred 
quarts  of  Indian  meal  per  day.  'Vim  average  quantity  of 
milk  obtained,  being  nine  liundred  quarts  daily,  and  whicli,  at 
seven  cents  a  quart,  amounts  to  sixty-tliree  dollars  a-day,  or 
twenty-two  thousand  Jiine  liundred  and  nincty-fire  dollars  per 
annum.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  the  inhabitants  of  our 
cities  should  not  be  fully  supplied  with  milk  oftiiis  description, 
seeing  that  no  reasonable  impediment  exists  to  prevent  it. 

Jonathan'  Lawrenxk.  This  L^cnilruian,  i:ons|>:oriuu.s  iu  the  most  trying  pe- 
riod of  American  history,  v/as  (]■  sc-'mi'  i!  iV"ni  a  Uuiiily  who  Avcre  among  the 
earliest  settlers  of  tho  Eni^ll.sli  towns  wii'ir Dutch  junsdiccion  upon  Lon^  Is- 
land. Thofjias,  his  L^rcai  randf.uhi.-r,  \vr^]A  :>>  i  \<\':i'  brwthcrs.  Ju/ia  and  M'iiliayit^ 
left  England  daring  the  pijiaioal  irou''!'  ■  ^■'..■■'u  iTcuifii  the  drat'i  of  Charles  I, 
They  landod  in  Maj^a-lai^  'lf  an  i  :,ab-^'  i ; ;;-i::ly  }  ruoe»  (.led  to  this  jjrovmoe,  then 
called  jXew  Netherlands.  Jo'm  Lar.-ri'aor ,  ;!:■■  ( l,!-":  t^hvotiier.  was  one  cf  the  six 
persons  to  v.-hom  the  j>atont  of  Hcmi-t' ad  v.  as  rvantLd  in  U'.  11.  In  the  next 
year  he  and  his  brother  ^Viiliain.  witii  sixt^'  "i  <■'.!!■  ohtainrd  the  itri-inal  pa- 
tent of  Flushing  from  t!v.'  s-aaie  irovcrnor.  Ti:  v  v,  l  ■  a";  ■\u\^.\'::  those  to  whom 
the  confirmatory  patent  was  iss:i.'d  by  (hy:<  r,u:^r  Ni' Mis  ir,  Ibdi).  ^>..anatler  the 
two  Dutch  patents  h-  \  ^ri?  :n  ';;ti'  d  w.  r'  ;:r  nard,  J.diii  Lawrence  removed  from 
Flusln'ng,  wheie  he  hai  r-  ta'-hsh.  <!  \u<  r:  -•.  -  ,  t^.i  tii-  city  uf  2sew  Amsterdam 
(Ni->w-York.)  and  ar.:i;::ii''..t''-i  ,i  l  ir/-;  \>\  U^\:  (jt  i\\(^<>-  ti'in-s  by  mercantile  pur- 
suits, lie  hell  in);)ort-int  <•  \'.!  i>:.d.  r  h  .th  tii-  Dulch  and  English  go- 
vern:nents.  In  he  wa^;  d.'pu'r-i  by  Ci  .ar.Mr  ay  %  ■sant  to  the  general  court 
at  tl.n-lford,  as  a  coiiini.s--;.neT  ..a  t!i'  ]';'.rt  lia-  :v  v.-  Netiierlands  to  a  Ijust  the 
boundaries  between  tho  Da-ch  ar,  1  In.;'.!  di  i-.'!'.i,;.'s,  and  other  fiisputcd  matters  ; 
was  aap.n'itrd  aa  a'deriii  ia  . .f  Xrw- V-tI:  upon  ti;:-  lirst  organization  of  that 
city,  lid'.'v  I's  o.ipiuro  by  th  '  En  m  It''!'!  ;  v,ms  twii-c  mayor  of  New- York; 
v.-as  a  meiiddu-  of  tb.e  rruieci!  of  th.e  prtivi'.iv'  dmaii  ,'  a  great  jairl  of  the  interval 
betwf-eti  It'To  and  iGd'^;  and  ..u.  the  'iia.-  h  i  dt  ath,  in  was  one  of  the 
judi"-s  of  tip-  supreme  -^jurt,  to  v.dueh  he  was  aj-i  .un'td  in  l<j[^-2.     His  will,  on 
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file  in  the  office  of  the  surrof];rUe  of  New- /orl',  neatly  written  in  1G08,  in  his  own 
hand,  states  that  he  was  then  over  eii^lity  year-s  of  aj^e  ;  and  he  devises  his  inter- 
ests in  the  towns  of  Hempstead  and  Flushing,  as  the  survivor  of  the  patentees 
of  both  towns. 

Wi-Uiam  Lawrence^  the  second  brotiier  of  John,  above  mentioned,  became 
tlie  proprietor  of  Lawrence's  Neck,  (.so  called,)  wiiich  stretches  into  the  Sound 
between  Flushing;  Bay  and  Wiiite.stoue,  containing  about  nine  hundred  acres, 
a  part  of  which  is  the  present  sife  of  St.  Paul's  College.  He  served  in  the  ma- 
gistracy of  Flushing  under  tiie  Dutch,  an>l  afterwards  held  both  civil  and  mili- 
tary offices  in  the  north-ridiug  of  Yorkshire  upon  Long  Island.     He  died  in 

.  16S0,  leavnig  numerous  descendants  and  a  widow,  Elizabeth,  (daughter  of  Pv.icli- 

}  ard  Smith,  the  patentee  of  Siuitiuo vvn),  v/ho  w;>.s  afterwards  married  to  the  Hon. 

,/Phili;)  Carteret,  governor  of  Ni;w  Jerst-y,  and  from  whoni  E!iza1)cihtov/n  receiv- 
ed its  name.  ^J^Lijor  ]Vl'Ui2;ii  Lm'^rcncc,  his  eldest  sun  by  his  first  wife,  married 
in  16>0,  D.boruk,  thi''  youngest  d<iui:-!itcr  of  the  ab(,)ve-nam-jd  Richard  Smith,  and 
had  a  ntimrrou.s  family.  A'l'fr-i  J .■urrc iic: .  on>e  of  th*^  descnd.inEs  of  William, 
the  first  set'lrr,  was  hign-<-!ier>'i' of  *.i  ii'-'  ii's  County  under  the  colonial  govern- 
ment, and  J."' 5-'. A  L'th'-rcvc:.  au'-'tiH-r  dr-.scmdant,  represented  that  county  in  the 
assembly  in  IT'^o.  Some  of  l;is  d.  -"ernlrinis,  marrying  among  the  numerous 
followers,  in  Flushing,  of  U./oj  -o  l'"'u.x-,  beL-.ame  attached  to  the  respectable  reli- 
gious society  of  Frl^n  Is,  of  u-!,ntn  ihcy  prv-^vcd  among  the  most  intelligent,  enter- 
prising, and  e\'em[>!nry  m-mbn-s.  Among  the  ov/ners  of  land  found  upon 
the  records  of  Newtown,  in  ch-  year  Itk'ij,  appear  the  names  of  tlie  said  Tiio- 
mas  Lawrence,  and  his  bi  jtln  is  John  and  YS'iHiam.  To  the  fi.rst-named.  with 
six  other  p.^rsons,  tlic  p  ':,.;>t  f  ir  Newtov.-ii  was  issued  by  Governor  Nieolis  in 
IHGt].  By  [)u:'ch  tsc  tVorn  t)!-^  J  'atch  settU  rs,  Thomas  Lawrence  became  proprie- 
tor of  the  ^\■flolc  of  Hi-11-.r  itf  Ni^ck,  then  divided  into  a  number  of  cultivated 
farms,  and  e>::en  !lii':  I'l-.i':  \L:\>x  River,  from  Hell-gate  Cove  to  the  Bov.-ery 
Bay.  Lithe  jtaui.i  !"■  N-v-vt  >\v  n  from  Governor  Dongan,  in  I68t'),  Tliomas, 
William,  and  John  Lw.- rcKCf,  ail  sons  of  the  above-mentioned  Thomas  Law- 
rence, are  namrd  as  pett-ntecs. 

On  reccivit-ig  tti---  •  ^v<  "t'  th  •  r-'volutlon  in  Etigland  of  1GG8,  and  of  the  remo- 
val of  Sir  Ed-nui'  i  A.,.ir  Governor  of  Massachusett.s,  the  family  of  Thomas 
became  d'""id. 'J  a:'.-ir^  1:1  :•  -  -  o  t  :M;r  the  princi{>les  which  had  proinpted  hisdepar- 
ture  tVom  En_'i:ind.  M  :..-;  -.Mhs  in  Queen's,  liowever,  as  well  as  Sut\'olk  Coun- 
ty, were  ui't  d;^[.  ■  ■  d  ;o  -  •  i  tjip  popular  feeling  which  had  vacated  the  orilces 
atthecity  of  Ncw-Y<'rk.  :ii:d  r>i  icr.-d  Leisler  at  the  head  of  aiTalrs.  Not  discouraged 
at  the  Ink  >warm:e  ss  of  m:s  d^i.^srs,  Tliomas  Lawrence.;  ti'.ou_.u  iar  ailvamctd  in 
year.s,  a(;.:e[ited  tii-^  <'M'.i;i;  v,\'\  o\  liie  forces  of  Cluecn's  County.  William,  vr.c  of 
his.so;"?;,  v,-as  a^p  >.t!'-  i  .>...:  (.i"t.!i.^  committee  of  safely ,  by  wliom  the  government 
of  the  colony  was  f  .r  a  ii  assumed,  a'.ul  soon  after  one  of  tlie  council  of  the 
province;  an  oiii '-i  v,  in  :,"!  \\v  subsequently  lieid  tVom  170'3  to  ITtlb,  under  a  corn- 
Hiission  from  Cli  'Ti  /inne.  John  Lawrence,  another  of  the  sons  0  '  Thomas, 
Ii:<d  til-'  .-ooi  nnn]  tw';'.  ■  im  in  of  iiorse  of  the  county  assigned  to  him,  with  his 
broth'T  D.im  d  .\s  r  J. dm  v/as  siion  afterv/ards  appointed  high-sheritT  of 

xXvi  co-iiity,  to  w'.w  II  pl.i-':  li-  was  also  choseti  in  Ib'JS.    Among  the  meagre 

records  \«r n  j  ar ;  1-  u  of  L  -.isler's  times,  is  ihe  entry  of  an  order  to  .Major 
Thomas  I..,-ia-r-n'--\  li  f.ed  ■J:>;h  July,  1G;»1),  "  to  press  scv.juli/  hoTie  cnid /c-jf, 

as  A?5,i'?/  t^ia':  fl' ;  1:      'i<'r<  -s  and  provisi'n-^ ;  and.  d^'^^nitc'i  tJicr:  to  Soutkold  J^r 
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I'lC  defence  an!  protcctinyi  of  their  JMajf  site's  suhkcls  there.'"  The  misconception 
or  obsrinaoy,  whichever  it  was,  that  influenced  Leisler  in  delaying  to  surrender  the 
fort  at  New-York  to  Governor  Shiu;i^h'.er  on  hi.s  arrival,  involved  all  the  members 
of  his  council  in  the  consequences  of  this  omission  ;  and  AViliiam  Lawrence,  with 
the  rest  of  them,  were  seized  and  committed  on  a  cliarge  of  high  treason.  John 
Lawrence,  his  uncle,  who,  from  the  caution  of  age  or  a  di^approbatioH  of  the  vio- 
lence of  sonie  of  Leisler's  proceedings,  had  never  ciunitt  nimced  iiis  elevation,  was 
"appointed  on  the  commission  with  !iir  Tlu  nias  Ilobiiiion,  ('ol.  Vv'illiaiu  Smith, 
and  others,  to  try  these  political  (ii}Vnder<.  I'hc^e  proceedings  do  not  appear, 
however,  to  have  interrupted  the  niuiu;i!  confidence  and  ulTcction  of  the  uncle  and 
nephew. 

Thomas  Lawrence  died  at  Nou-tou-n  in  July.  1703,  leaving  five  sons — Tho- 
mas, William,  John,  Daniel,  and  Jonathan;  ofv.-liom  John  alone  permanent- 
ly remained  at  Newtown.  tie  v/as  the  ::randfat!ier  of  Jonathan  Lawrence, 
the  subject  of  this  notice  ;  and  marritd  Debinah,  the  dau;^hter  of  ilichaid  Wood- 
hull,  one  of  the  patenters  oi  Fn-.xikhavt-n  ;  di'  d  r.t  Newtown,  December  17, 
17-0,  He  left  three  son? — Tb.orna-,  JdLn,  and  Nathaniel.  Of  these,  John  was 
born  at  Nev/town.  Scf.trinbHr  V:h,  U'-'.Kk  .-.rid  itinMinai rn.d,  on  the  Sth  Deceiti- 
ber,  17"J0,  with  Patience.  dau..iiu>r  of  Jomi  Ii  v<>i,  kt  t,  K.scp  lie  was  a  very 
wealthy  farm  ;r,  possessiuL'  i^it  at  pt  rs'-vci .imc-^  .md  iutclli<j;ence,  aiid  served  in 
the  nm'::;istracy  of  tlie  courity  for  tnany  yra:  s.  He  d.'.ed  May  7,  17^)5,  leaving 
seven  sons  and  one  dau^^hter  ;  two  i<.iis  and  fuo  !a'.rr!.t«  r  liaving  ditd  in  Ihs  life- 
time. Jniiatkan-  Laicrcnre^  liis  ci_:ht!i  son,  Tianud  aithc  luad  of  this  article,  was 
born  at  Newtovvn,  October -i,  17.'57,  and.  was  t-arK-  t^nira-t  d  ituneicaniile  pursuits, 
visiting- Europe  and  the  AVoi-t  Indus  und(.r  th,'  inr<-  e'.j.)n  and  in  liie  etiiploy  of  his 
eldest  brother  John,  an  eioineiu  liicrchant  of  Ncw-Yoilc,  and  connecting  himself 
afterwards  in  comineroud  alTairs  as  a  jiarin-  r  ^-f  tli'-  huuse  of  Walsoa,  jMurray, 
amlL'wrcncf:.  Ilia  n  rain^,  the  ]n-up' rty  !>'t't  hi;n  by  ins  saitl  brother  Jolin, 
his  portion  of  the  estate  ofhi-s  broth-r  N  ifn.ir.;-!.  whodml  unmariitd  in  the  West 
Indies,  aiid  the  patrin.ony  driivrd  fioia  hi-.  }  arein.  «.  iiai/u  ii  inni  to  retire  from 
business  wiien  about  t!iir(y-!bui- yars  (d'  a.  ile  jv.'rcha.Md  a  rcsidtrucc  at 
Hell-gate,  which  lia/j  b-.i  M.;.,d  u>  his  at-.rand.'.if ii^r.  Thomas  Lawrence 
(one  of  tlic  l!n-ec  tmigr.-tn.::  brot lit-rs, )  it.'.Li.d.vg  in  (  njoy  the  t^.^e  w  inch  his 
pecuniary  circunistanct  s  S'  *,iiud  to  s<  eurr  to  h;iii.  Ti.e  agitating  quescii.'us 
between  the  mother  cou.'iiry  aii.,1  h-  r  C"!<ii,i.  >  nn,  hou-.  vrr,  forbade  bun  to  be 
inactive.      Ip.  1771  v.  c  Ka  i  lr..a  a     a  n;;  j-  i  of  tii-;  jioiiu.:a;  conunitttes 

of  Newtown  ;  his  eir'.n-ts  ai.d  thv-  uiih: -i;.-''  ^if  his  :n-,.ih  r.s  and  rt-lativos  there, 
contributed  to  redeem  t!ie  t.nvn  tV^ui  tii.-.  ii!-:;ia'i!  i  'Valty  w inch  (.i!.>t:jii:iiished 
most  of  tiie  other  j)ort;ons  ot  [[:•:  ei'ii]i;y.  l.i  1*'.)  be  '.\  as  iippuint«:d  a  nn  njber 
of  the  provincial  coulm-css  the.t  nut  at  Now-\  .ak.  In  IIIG  i^.j  was  ai^ain  deputed 
to  that  body,  and  was  aftiruard^  (hv-ted  it-  tiiC  coiivt  mion  of  i77b-7,  which 
formed  the  first  constituti. >:i  cf  ilili  si.ue.  H.-  h.id  previously,  in  1770,  received 
the  comniission  ofca[i:ain  in  tbi;  prt.\ ue.aal  nub:;.!  lo'io  tiio  royal  gciveriimeni  ; 
and  on  the  or  .;anl/.alio!i  o!"  tiic  n..n'.:  i  oyii;.;  pio\o.ei  ii  ccu^ml-ss  :u  J775,hewa.s 
appointed  uuijor  of  tlr;  biL  ■  i".  •ie;,^o:'d  of  th.-  militia  of  Clucen's  and 
Salfolk,  of  whi'di  Natiuidi  I  \V'>"'i:-  ui,  ib.'i.  v.'ai  ;u  lii-.- sanic  tunc  appointed 
general.  1 1  •  aci-ornpan;- n  lii.' i  :  re.  vf  u>b.-<  i  in  tii''  -  .xp(:Lhf.ii)n  ordered  by  tiie 
cojivenliun  in  177b,  to  ^^-cvent  lii-  .-u[;[.;i'.-s  i  l'Lo!,.:  bl  ind  talUn^  into  the  hands 
of  the  iavade.-s,  and  was  ic.ia'ny  sav.  a  bom  j^i:■t:•.;paling  the  sad  flite  of  hi3 
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gallant  commander,  by  having  been  dispatched  by  him  to  the  convention  di 
Hariacra  for  further  orders  ;  and  having  been  thereupon  sent  by  that  body  to 
General  Wasiiington  to  endeavor  to  obtain  the  additional  force  that  had 
been  promised  from  the  army  at  Brooklyn.    During  the  time  spent  in  ilies.e 
militaiy  operations,  the  battle  of  Long  Island  had  been  fought,  much  of  the  island 
had  fallen  unL?iir  the  control  of  the  enemy,  and  stragglers  from  their  ranks  hud 
spread  over  it  in  search  of  booty.    All  personal  communication  with  his  family 
being  cut  off,  he  could  only  trust  to  sending  a  letter  secretly  to  advise  them  of  his 
situation  and  to  direct  their  future  course.    The  convention  had  adjouriied  fnau 
Harlaem,  and  soui^ht  a  place  of  more  satety  for  their  deliberations  at  Fishkill, 
His  anxiety  for  his  family  was  soon  relievtd  by  their  arrival  at  Harlaern, 
Having  embarked  at  the  river  side  in  the  night,  on  board  a  small  boat,  under  the 
guidance  of  a  faiihf'i!  slave,  they  crossed  over  amid  the  darkness,  unobserved,  to 
Gieat  Barn  Island,  leaving  the  hnuse  arid  the  rest  of  the  property,  (except  a  few 
articles  of  clo:!. :!)<:•;,  and  a  >n!a!l  cliest  containing  seme  money,  plate,  and  other 
valuabh:?,)  to  th.-  in-roy  of  th--  invad-Ts,  who  had  already  taken  possession  thereof. 
From,  this  tim'^  Mr.  Liiwren^-e  was  'lie  only  attending  member  of  the  convcp.- 
tionfiom  th-:  cvui'y  of  U  i-  i^s.      On  the  9ih  of  May,  1777,  he,  Williu:a 
Harper,  and  Matcli.  w  Cautin-.',  were  appointed  commissioners  to  superintend 
the  manufacture  of  gun-fliius,  suipiuu-,  lead,  and  salt;  the  want  of  which  was 
severely  felt,  and  v/hicli  could  nut  then  be  obtained  from  abroad.     In  the  course 
of  his  duties,  he  visited  the  Oneida  Indians,  procured  the  holding  of  a  council 
of  their  chiefs,  nu'.ti,-  sat:sfa.:tory  exi  erimrnts  on  the  waters  of  some  of  the  salt 
springs  in  the  \VL>:-'  rii  jta.'-t  of  tli''  state,  and  contracted  with  the  Indians  for 
such  salt  as  tiioy  uii  .;  ai  be  al  le  to  produce.     Some  veins  of  excellent  lead-ore 
were  also  tlisciAa  r.     imt  not  m  sutneicnt  quantity  to  justify  the  working  of  them. 
The  suppU -s  at  'i  \var'''.s  o'uained  from  France  and  elsewhere  superseded  the 
necessity  of  fui  tiicr  etfoi  t-  on  the  part  of  the  cojrmiissiouers.    On  the  adoption  of 
the  state  constifatit'ii  in  1777,  and  the  ori:anjzation  of  the  government,  it  became 
impracticabl'.-  for  c',o-i  -jarts  of  the  southern  district  possessed  by  the  enemy  to 
elect  representa'ivt  s  iw  tu.- ^"^ri<5l.^^,,.^^_  j^j^^l  ^j^g  convention  deemed  it  their  duty 
To  appoint  nn-iiu.rrs  o!        mhly  for  those  countits;  they  also  chose  Lcr:is 
J\Ir,rris.  Pierre  V'l^!  C-r: r,,;i^  J,,hn  Morin  Sroit,  Jonathan  Lawrence,  WiUio  ;k 
Floyd,  WMiiui  t<'u '■■■),  J-:"  :  t:o■>^n■':!^,  John.  Jones,  and  Philip  Livingston,  to 
be  senators  or  t'le  i!i.^:r;ot,  i:d  otii-Ts  couid  be  elected  in  their  places  as  preseribLcl 
by  the  ordinance  of  tlie  ':."/ri  v<'nt:on.     Mi\  Lawrence  served  under  this  appoint- 
ment during  the  r'  s  d'ir  of  ih'^  war.    In  1778  he  was  ajipointed  a  commissioner 
to  execute  a  law  f  t  C  Mii;'!.--;:     Lie  fivt;  cnidncntal  battalions  raised  under  the 
directinns  of  thi^  <t.ae,  u.'-  du:'.'  ^  ^f 'A  iuch  otiiec  he  su'^cessfully  performed.  On 
the  arrival  o'"C.'Uui  d'  H'^! ai  i: -".s  vquadron  otV  Sandy-Hook,  and  in  the  hope  of 
aiding  an  end  rpri-^e  th.i-  nii^'la  h.-'^tcii  the  termination  of  tiie  contest,  Mr. 
Liwrenc'--,  v.iUi  cJirr  \ . .li.:>it':trs,  joined  the  fleet  in  the  expedition  against 
Rho  r::i;..:;  kir;  :  fu\  ttie  L'Oth  of  July  from  Black-Point  in  Kew  Jers-y. 

He  wasa-v;;:n(d  L<^  t!:.'  nian-uf-war  L'Hector,  of  seventy-four  guns,  Captain 
M^.r\  .•-  Ti  '  ^N  .!.'l  v.'a-;  I'.iifavorable ;  and  on  their  arrival  olfiNewport,  ranch 
d<'!a\'  en^u-.i!  trora  -'.ate  of  the  weather  and  other  circumstances  ;  and  it  was 
not  till  ih  -        01  1778,  that  tliey  were  enabled  to  get  into  the  harbor, 

which  was  eti".-  t-'d  un  i-  r  an  incessant  fire  from  Brcnton's  Point,  Fort  Island,  and 
other  plac  s.    ^i'-'^:.  of        tvoops  had  been  land^X"!  on  the  'J'.h,  when  the  f:C:;t  cf 
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L">ri.l  HovV'^,  anchorin;^  olV  the  liarbin*,  u  r.i-enibarkiiiion  was  oruertd  ;  and  the 
next  day,  liie  wind  fdvoi'iii^r,  tin;  French  ileet  cut  their  cables  and  stood  out  of 
port,  r-xpos'^iJ  to  ail  increus'xl  lire  Iroin  the  forts  guarding  the  passage.  Howe 
cut  iiis  cables  also,  and  proceeded  to  sea  ;  but  by  the  time  t.he  (iceis  had  obtained"^ 

position,  wiiich  rendered  an  engageiuent  .ipparently  inevitable,  a  .storm  ensued, 
which  dispersed  the  hostile  ship*,  and  fiiailo  it  n-jooi-s.uy  they  ^iiumld  seek  place.s 
of  repair  at  New-York  and  Boston.  In  the  Uciober  Jullowin;^,  Mr.  Lawrence 
was  chosen  8.  member  of  the  council  of  app<;inlnient  for  the  southern  district. 
In  February,  1760,  he  was  appointed,  with  J-s,\ac  Stoutenburgii  and  Steplien 
"Ward,  commissioners  of  rorfeiiures  for  the  ^;uli  district;  and  on  tlie  15tii  of 
August  was  made  oi>c  of  the  commissioners  uf  sequestration  for  Dutchess 
County.  In  October  of  the  sanie  year  he  was  T>!act.d  at  tl)e  head  of  tiie  commis- 
sion of  the  southern  district,  under  acts  previous  passed  for  raising  a  sum  in 
specie,  the  better  to  secure  the  rtdempiiun  of  a  iicw  emission  of  bills  contemplated 
by  tho  continental  congress,  and  was  ai;tivt  iy  ciua^'-.d  in  that  oince  in  17S1, 
He  was  again  a  member  of  the  couneil  of  ap: Kiiti'.n'icnt  in  ]7^"2.  In  1783  lie 
resisted,  though  unsuccessfully,  tho  jtassacre  of  a  ijili  drrhinng  those  described 
therein,  wiio  liad  adhered  to  the  enemy,  to  li  ive  be.  u  aliens  from  the  date  of 
the  declaratio!!  of  independence;  a:id  which,  if  c cried  into  etTect,  must  have 
produced  the  most  deplorable  consequences.  The  council  of  revision,  m  the  exer- 
cise ©f  their  prerogative,  retained  the  bill  till  th  ensuing  session,  wiion  the 
objections  made  by  them  were  acquiesced  in  by  the  senate,  and  the  bid  of  course 
rejected. 

Peace  being  concluded  in  Sepienibcr,  17-.'"I.  Mr-  L:iwrencc  was  enal)!ed  to 
visit  his  long-deserted  home,    lie  ibund  his  ian.i  strip;  ed  uf  its  timber  and  lences 
his  stock  and  furniture  destroyed  or  rcmo\oj,  ai.d  liis  liuuse,  having  been  occu- 
pied by  British  officers,  greatly  injvirod.    Darin::  hi^  h-ng  rvile,  he  had  not  only 
exhausted  'diose  means  wIulIi  had  btcn  tavcd  li'>m  tin;  cjieniy,  the  gains  which 
he  had  occasionally  been  enabled  to  n;.;kc  during  its  ccii.tmuancf,  and  numerous 
sums  owing  to  iiim  ;  but  had  also  contracted  CtL,ts,  which  the  sale  of  his  lands 
and  otiier  resources  would  little  more  than  r-.-pay.    iiaving  nov/,  at  the  ugc  of 
forty-seven,  a  large  family  to  ^ui'p.-ni  and  ^  >  ii-nt,-.  h,;  r-'SuU id  to  recommence 
business  in  the  city  of  rsew-Vcrk,  and  tiivl-  a\ur  to  rtpviir  his  rvun'.d  fortune. 
Though  nearly  destitute  of  pecuni;iry  means,  he  fucii.i  liun-^  !f  in  g(  ed  rn  dit ;  yet 
his  mercantile  pursuits  were  not  prcductivo  cf  aii  th(^  iu  \\>  ft  iic  had  anticipated. 
The  lands  bel  onging  to  the  statv:  b'  ln J  o:k-r»d  f  r  ■  d  •,  h...  ...mbarked  snmewlmt 

largely  iii  ilie  purcliase  of  thcin.  and  by  r< --.d-  tV^an  tii;;e  to  tinio,  not  only 
avoided  the  bankruptcy  which  Iru  U  oih-  r  ;  uri.  I  .t--  :  -  i.i::  f>ii!.d  himself  in  com- 
fortable circuiastances,  v;ith  a  eoHi.iicr.ii'l-.-  surp:i..  ,  ut  i  mi.-'/ifh  Jiis  fortunes 
gradually  improving  until  th>.  to:;,  of  his  c<  at;i.  In;  w;is  (njbhd  to  distribute  a 
very  considerable  estate  among  his  I'amny.  iin^  i^-uh  w:i^  aided  by  a  well- 
regulated  economy,  equally  r..iviuvt.d  fn'iu  v.  u^o  i eli.c^s  an.d  parsimony.  Al- 
tliough  he  declined  again  to  be  rciuiiitd  to  t!  c  !.  .::  !. I-.;. re,  Ihj  was  not  an  indif- 
ferent spec'citorof  passim;  events,  lie  lo<  k  an  ;.:;ive  part  in  the  re-election  of 
Governor  G^-'Tj;'?  C'lnuon;  and  v.  hen  ll;c  c.'n-:t:iu;l.ju  had  been  ratiiird  by  the 
requisite  uuti/ber  of  states,  iie  was  an.\;iius  fur  ih'-  ••oiicurrencc  of  this  state;  from 
which  periud  he  acted  unilorndy  with  the  re]  i.l  iic.  n  party  of  the  Union.  His 
death  occurred  in  the  city  of  ?stw-Yoi:k,  at  the  <!^e  of  seventy-five,  on  tlie  4ih  of 
September,  He  v.-as  twice  niarrit  d  ;  f,/s!,  to  Ji\i;''u,  daughter  of  Isathanicl 
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Fisb,  who  died  at  the  a^e  of  eiijlitecn  years,  ai)d  by  whorn  he  had  one  son  : 
secondly,  to  Ruih,  daughter  of  Andrew  Riker  of  Newtown,  who  survived  hitn, 
and  by  whom  he  had  seven  sons  and  two  daughters.  One  of  these,  Samufl 
Lawrence,  lately  deceased,  has  been  both  a  representative  in  the  assembly  of  this 
Si.ate  and  the  congress  of  the  United  States  ;  and  was  one  of  the  electors  of  presi- 
dent and  vice-president  in  18 IG. 

The  brothers  of  Major  Jonathan  Lawrence  w  ere  all  born  at  New  town,  and 
those  who  survived  till  the  period  of  the  revolution  were  zealous  Whi<:s.  I]is  cnly 
younger  brother,  Cd.  Daniel  Lawrence^  was,  like  himself,  an  exile  from  iiis  home 
from  1776  to  17S3;  and  served  as  a  member  of  assembly  from  Queens,  under  liie 
ordmance  of  the  cunvention  of  1777,  from  that  year  till  the  ternunation  of  the  war. 
He  married  .Miss  Van  Horn,  a  lady  of  highly  respectable  fanuly  in  the  city  of 
New-York  ;  and  died,  leaving  numerous  descendants,  in  1S07,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight  years.  Saiimd  Lairrcncr.,  the  brother  next  older  than  Jonathan,  was 
a  man  of  great  probity  and  irnportuibable  courage,  united  with  great  goodness  of 
heart.  He  died  in  1310,  at  the  a-'o  of  seventy -five,  leaving  no  issue.  Thont'/s 
iMicrence,  the  next  eldest  brother,  was  horn  in  1733,  and  died  in  his  eighty-fcurth 
year  in  1S16.  About  the  age  of  twrntv-hve  he  was  appointed  to  the  comtnandof 
the  ship  Tartar  of  eighteen  guns,  and  made  several  cruises  in  her  from  New-York 
during  the  old  French  war.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Fish, 
Esq.  of  Newtown.  Possessed  of  wealth,  he  settled  cn  a  farm  on  the  shore  of 
Flushing-Bay.  He  was  appointed,  in  17S  },  one  of  the  judges  of  Glueen's  County  ; 
and  was  distinguished  for  great  decision  of  character,  and  by  all  the  punctilious 
observances  which  characterise  the  chrts  of  the  old  sthcol.  He  had  a  numertius 
family,  most  of  w  hom  he  survived.  His  son,  Nathaniel,  born  in  I7G1,  entered  tlic 
North  Carolina  line  of  the  regular  American  army  as  a  lif^utenant,  after  he  had 
left  Princeton  CoMeL'c,  and  while  under  lawful  age.  He  was  made  prisoner  by 
the  cr>emy,  at'ter  bchuTing  with  great  gallantry.  In  17SS  he  was  chosen  from 
Clueens  to  tiw  convention  which  ratified  the  constitution  of  the  United  State--. 
He  also  held  the  ofiice  of  attorney-general  of  this  state  from  December  24,  1795?. 
to  November  30,  17'J.") ;  and  represented  Queen's  County  in  the  assembly  in  171)1, 
2,  5  and  G ;  in  w  hich  latter  year  he  dicd^  at  the  age  of  thlrty-Hve.  His  wiie  waa 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Judge  Berrien,  and  aunt  of  John  IMePherson  Berrien,  late 
attorney-general  of  the  United  States.  His  only  child,  Margaret,  is  the  wife  of 
President  Lindsley  of  the  college  at  Nashville  in  Tennessee. 

Willinm  L'ncrc'icr,  the  noxt  chh  st  brother,  was,  for  many  years  a  magistrate 
of  Queen's  County,  and  fil!> d  tin?  station  with  usefulness.  On  the  capture  of 
Long  Island  in  177G,  part  of  Ins  house  at  Newtown  was  made  the  lu  ad-quarters 
of  the  British  General  Uohcrtsuu,  and  him-cif  and  family  were  snhjerted  to  many 
of  the  exactions  and  vcvitMiis  which  otiieis  who  had  rebel  predt  dictions,  experionc- 
eil  from  the  invaders.  He  dieil  in  his  sixty-fifth  year,  in  1704.  His  eldest  son, 
John,  served  as  an  otlieer  otl  board  the  American  frigate  Confederacy,  Capf, 
Hardin  J,  and  died  in  fSlG  at  New-York.  His  son,  flichard,  was  an  eminent 
merchant  in  Ncw-York,  who,  becoming  blind,  retired  to  Newtown,  where  he 
died.  His  son  Wilha.ui  died  on  bio  plantation  in  Demarara;  and  Isaac,  another 
son,  was  the  late  President  of  the  United  States  bank  in  New-"\'ork.  Ttie 
Hon.  James  Lent,  wl  i)  died  during  his  attendance  in  congress  in  1S33,  was  a 
grandson  of  the  said  William  Lawrence.  Richard  La irrrxcc,  the  next  eldest 
brother,  born  in  17-2j,  died  in  1731.    iric  was  a  captain  of  hgrso  in  the  militia  of 
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Cluecn's  County.  Falling  into  the  hands  of  the  loyalists  during  the  revolution,  ho 
wa:S  confined  in  the  Provost  at  New-York,  and  while  there  contracted  an  jllncsa 
which  terminat.^d  his  life.  The  nesvs  of  the  capture  ofCornvallis  being  communi- 
cated to  hitn  in  his  last  moment?,  he  declared  his  readiness  to  die,  now  tliat  the 
ultimate  triumph  of  his  country  was  secured.  Tliis  gentleman  left  no  issue. 
Js''nthaniel  Lavrence,  the  next  eldest  brother,  died  at  St.  Eustaiia  in  the  \V'est 
Indies,  unmarried,  in  1761,  aged  thirty-four  years,  Joseph  L'nrrnice,  the  next 
eldest  brother,  married  Patience  Moore,  aunt  of  the  late  Bishop  ^vloore  of  Ncw- 
YofV:,  and  died  at  Newtown,  aged  seventy  years,  in  1703.  One  of  his  daugliters, 
Anna,  married  Samuel  Pi,iker,  Esq.  (father  of  the  Hon.  Richard  Rikcr,  late 
recorder  of  the  city  of  New- York,)  who  was  for  several  years  a  representative 
from  this  state  in  congress.  Jchn  Larcren-ce,  the  eldest  brotb.er  of  Jonathan  Law- 
rence, settled  in  New-York  at  an  early  age,  and  became  a  distinguished  mercliant 
in  that  city.  In  1759  he  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  Pliillip  Livingston  and 
sister  of  Governor  William  Livingston  of  New  Jersey.  Having  no  issue,  after 
making  ample  provision  for  his  M'idow,  he  distributed  the  residue  of  his  property 
among  his  brothers  and  sisters.  The  celebrated  "Whitfiekl,  then  in  this  coutttry, 
pronounced  his  funeral  sermon.  His  death  took  place  in  17^4,  in  his  forty-third 
year';  and  his  body  was  deposited  in  t!ie  family  vault  of  the  right  Honorable  tho 
Earl  of  Stirling,  in  the  yard  of  Trinity  Church. 

John  Bf.rrien  P-ikfr.  Generally  speaking,  ihcva  are  ftw  men  who  s'aii.l  ia 
such  bold  relief  among  the  mass  of  mankind  as  to  be  peculiarly  distiiigui:  !>•  d  by 
great  and  noble  deeds,  and  to  be  woriliy  also  of  having  their  names  rnoij;is<-J 
among  the  biographical  memoirs  of  tl.fnr  dii.inguished  cot-niporai  ics.  ^'ii  s-  'ine 
such  men  there  are,  so  peculiarly  lurtunate,  wlio,  with  on!y  good  talents,  virtue, 
and  honor  for  their  portion,  are  so  intiraately  associated  witl;  the  times  and  ev«  lus 
in  which  they  lived,  as  to  become  an  essential  and  intcre;jtir.g  portion  of  th.-ir 
history.    Of  this  class  of  men  was  Dr.  John  B.  Rikcr. 

He  was  born  at  Newtown,  Long  Island,  in  the  year  173'^,  and  was  descendt  -i 
from  a  worthy  and  highly  resp-^ctable  family  of  the  some  name,  sitih. .i  i»ji-rc 
about  two  hundred  years  ago.  This  family  originally  emiirratfd  from  lh«-  h^\K\\ 
of  Lintz  in  Lower  Rhine,  and,  driven  by  Catholic  persecution  from  iln-ir  p.a;.;\<.; 
country,  flnl  into  Holland,  v/here  they  were  finally  induced  by  tlic  il  at»Tir.  j:  re- 
presentations of  the  Dutch  government,  to  embark  for  America.  Guis.'ifif  JUikt^r, 
the  common  ancestor,  arrived  at  New  Amsterdam,  (novv'  New'-York.)  a'u!'  i'.  ifi*^ 
year  1640  ;  and  socu  aftrr  became  the  owner  of  a  considerable  tract  t.i  land  m  the 
tov.-ii  of  Nevctown,  adjolnii.g  the  Sound,  and  also  tlie  island  v.  hn-ii  l'^  iV»r 
many  years  b^rne  tl.o  nair.':'  of  Riker's  Island,  situate  in  the  Sound,  ••j>|' isKe  tiie 
mouth  of  Flushing  Bay,  nnd  contair.ing  about  i:fty  acres  of  t^x---:!!'  !:t  Kind.  Tiiis 
property  has  descendt^d  in  a  dir'^'cl  line  in  the  family  fjr  rn  aiy  i^'eir^ratious  to 
the  present  time.  Indeed,  few  fur.iilies  have  b^'cn  more  cousj  icuous  ll-r  their 
amiable  quidities  and  usefulness  than  the  descendants  of  Guisbert  Riker. 

Dr.  Riktr  was  a  gciuleman  of  talents  and  hi?!i  protl'ssional  attainments  ,  he 
engaged  as  a  surgeon  in  the  Auicrican  army  in  I77r>,  was  with  the  troops  under 
General  W<vsliington  at  Trenton,  in  1777,  and  proved  of  the  most  essential  ser- 
vice, as  wtU  for  his  perfect  knowledge  of  the  country,  as  for  his  excellent  ad- 
vice on  several  important  o^ca?!o^^•.  He  rotitinued  with  the  army  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  till  t!i-  ..  uabli^hmjnt  of  peace  in  1783  j  after  which  he 
settled  as  a  physician  in  his  n^^tive  town,  where  he  lived  universally  respected 
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and  beloved  till  his  death,  at  tlie  a-^e  of  fifty-seven.  His  brother,,  Abraham  Ri- 
kcr,  was  a  captain  in  the  American  army  that  captured  Burgoyne  on  the  plains 
of  Sarat02;a.  He  died  at  Valley  Forge  in  1778,  occasioned  in  a  great  measure 
from  severe  exposure,  having,  as  he  exjiresscd  it,  "  a  rock  fur  his  pUlov  and  the 
heavens  jor  his  canopy."  His  brother,  Samuel  E.iker,  was  a  farmer,  and  lived  at 
Newtown,  where  he  died,  at  the  age  of  fourscore  years.  He  was  also  engaged  in 
the  service  of  his  country  in  the  revolution.  He  was  a  member  of  assembly 
■from  Clueen's  County  in  1781,  and  the  last  act  of  his  public  life  was  to  represent 
his  district  in  Congress  in  170(S-9.  The  Hon.  Richard  Riker  and  John  L.  R.i- 
■ker,  Esq.,  are  sons  of  the  said  Samuel  Riker,  and  his  daughter  is  the  w'ife  of  Dr. 
James  jN'cNevcn. 

Of  the  eminent  talents  and  {irofound  judicial  knowledge  of  the  late  Recorder, 
little  need  be  said  ;  they  are  both  extensively  known  and  universally  acknow- 
ledged. The  able  manner  with  which  he  presided  for  so  long  a  period  in  ibe 
court  of  sessions  in  Isew-York,  and  the  extraordinary  qualities  he  displayed  in 
the  discharge  of  his  onerous  and  im]>ortant  duties,  are  conclusive  evidence  ofiiis 
great  attainments  aiid  high  moral  worth.  Perhaps  by  no  individual,  at  any 
time  or  in  any  country,  have  the  principles  of  criminal  law  been  more  firmly  yet 
.temperately  adnuni.^iered,  and  where  the  rigid  rules  of  law  have  been  more  hap- 
pily blended  with  the  benii^n  precepts  of  moral  justice  and  equity. 

De  Witt  Clinton'.  Tliis  great  and  good  man,  though  not  a  native  of  2\ew- 
,town,  yet  spent  so  considerable  a  portion  of  his  valuable  life  here,  as  to  render  it 
highly  appropriate  to  give  a  brief  detail  ofjiis  private  and  public  character,  in 
.connection  with  the  history  of  the  town.  It  ha<  been  doubted,  (says  Dr.  Milchill,) 
whether  it  is  more  desirable  to  be  descended  from  an  illustrious"  ancestry,  or  to 
rise  in  the  world,  and  be  the  maker  of  one's  own  fortune.  I'he  former  appears 
to  be  tl\e  preferable  case ;  tliough  even  here,  where  titles,  estates,  and  honors  have 
been  won,  they  n.it  unfrcquently  descend  to  some  unworthy  or  unqualified  indi- 
■vidua],  or,  fur  lack  of  heirs,  the  family  becomes  extinct.  Generally,  it  is  harder 
work  to  establish  a  natije  than  to  inherit  it  ;  still  it  strikes  many,  iliat  on  that 
very  account  tiie  ar.hicveinent  is  more  glorious  and  honorable. 

As  far  back  as  ll'.e  rrii^n  of  Charles  I.  the  family  from  whom  Mr.  Clinton  was 
lineally  descended,  w.:re  jujssessed  of  such  cliaracter  and  influence  as  to  invoke 
the  displeasure  of  the  ruimg  ji-nvcis  for  their  attachment  to  that  ill-fated  mon- 
arch. On  which  account,  during  the  usurpation  of  Cromwell,  they  were  obliged 
to  ex[>atriate  thenisflvc^,  and  finally  s.jttli^t!  at  Longford  in  Ireland,  where  Col. 
Charles  Clinton,  the  grandl-iiher  of  Mr.  Clinton,  was  born.  He  emigrated  to  this 
country  in  1729,  and  was  suun  after  a;'puinted  surveyor-general.  His  intimacy 
witli  George  Clinton,  v.  iio  was  £;ovcrnoi  of  the  colony  of  JSew-York  from  1743  to 
1753,  doubtless  contnbutfd  to  i^ive  liim  greater  inikunce.  He  settled  in  Ulster 
County,  New- York.  His  sons,  Alexander  and  Charles,  were  bred  to  the  profes- 
sion of  medicine  ;  Jati'acs  and  George  distinguished  tliemselves  in  the  French 
war,  and  in  the  war  of  tin;  revoliuion,  holding  the  oiiice  of  majors-general  in  the 
American  army.  Janus  died  in  lSJ-2,  and  George  on  the  -JOth  of  April  of 
the  samp.  ye:ir,  havui^r  been  governor  of  lhi.5  state  for  twenty-one  years,  and 
was  vice  pr.r-,id*M.l  of  the  United  States  at  the  period  of  his  death.  The  truly 
illustrious  subject  of  this  memoir  was  the  son  of  Gen.  James  Clinton,  was  born 
.at  his  father's  residence,  Little  Britain,  Orange  County,  March  2d,  17G9;  and 
received  his  early  alucation  at  a  grammar-school  in  the  neighboring  village  of 
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Stonefield,  under  tlic  care  of  the  Rev.  John  Moffat,  from  wliicli,  at  the  n^'e  of 
thirteen,  he  was  sent  to  an  academy  at  Kingston,  tanglit  by  Mr.  John  Ad(hson, 
where  he  remained  till  prepared  to  enter  the  junior  class  of  Cokimbia  CoI!t-L;r  m 
17S4,  and  graduated  at  the  first  public  commencement  of  that  institution  aficr  ilic 
revolution  in  17-S6.  He  was  acknowhdged  to  be  tlie  best  scholar  in  hiscla.-;s, 
manifesting  at  an  early  age  a  remarkable  quickness  of  perception  and  a  vigorous 
power  of  intellect,  which  he  ever  at'ter  exhibited,  added  to  a  fine  lulcnt  for  coi.ipo<i- 
tion  and  extemporaneous  debate.  On  his  leaving  college  he  entered  upon  the  suaiy 
ofthe  law,  in  the  otSceof  the  late  Samuel  Jones,  a  gentleman  deservedly  cmlnoiit  m 
his  profession,  formerly  recorder  ofthe  city,  and  subsequently  comptro!!(.r  of  li.t; 
state.  Under  such  tuition,  with  a  mind  well  disciplined  to  habits  of  study,  aiA 
richly  stored  with  all  the  elementary  knowledge  of  his  profession,  he  soon  ac- 
complished hisjudicial  studies;  and  accordingly,  in  1790  we  find  him  practising 
at  the  bar  with  a  success  that  gave  promise  of  high  legal  reputation,  wlion  lie 
was  invited  to  be  secretary  to  his  uncle,  Governor  Clinton,  which  he  rctain*.d 
till  the  close  of  liis  administration  in  1795.  In  the  mean  time  he  had  been  cho- 
sen secretary  to  the  board  of  regents  of  the  university.  In  171.'7  lie  was  elected  a 
member  of  assembly  for  the  city  of  New-York,  in  1600  a  menibrr  oftii.i  sdiacr, 
and  in  ISIO  was  chosen  by  the  legislature  a  senator  of  the  United  StaUb,  us  t::c 
colleague  of  Governeur  IMorris.  He  was  appointed,  in  17'J'.K  fnsi  j^oije  <  f 
Queen's  County,  where  he  occasionally  resided  ;  but  circunisiaiires  iiuiui:*  •!  i.;:u 
to  decline  the  appointment.  In  1S03  he  rcsig  led  Jiis  seat  in  tli-- >.U!ate  of  the 
United  States,  on  being  made  jnayor  of  New -York,  which  oQ'ux  \.v  r  /.aint  d  till 
March,  1607.  He  coniinucd  in  this  situation,  by  succ(.si?ivc  re-aj  ;  > .uutii,  nt;,, 
till  1515,  when,  from  violent  party  opposition,  he  was  cornjuilod  to  Mr.  ;  .u,.! 
during  the  years  1615,  'IG,  and  '17,  was  but  a  private  citi/.en.  In  1>17  i.f 
was  elected,  almost  unanimously,  to  succ<  ed  Daniel  D.  Tiuij.kins  a.s  t:>-'-..;i.r 
ofthe  Slate.  He  was  re-elected  again  in  l>'2\),  ali!ioui;h  oppo-s-.d  by  Mr.  'i  p- 
kins,  then  vice-president  of  the  UnlteJ  S'ates,  who  had  ont  r  \n"v>-  l.,rr..:-^r  a 
•  candidate.  la  16-J3  iic  voluntarily  declined  the  oiil«e,  iU;ei  oii'-e  mor.'  r.'ire-.i 
to  private  life,  devoting  himself  to  the  pursuits  of  ^«';fi,eo  an:i  iiii  r.f.uic, 
holding  only  the  uriprofitable  olhce  of  canyl  coninii  r,  l  i.tftt  in  v,  ';,i'-!i  he 

was  removed,  in  1801,  by  the  sliamclcss  niaii-n:;y  "f  jm/;! .!  o|.;  '1  'js 

extraordinary  act  of  party  meanness  and  {'uny     r.s:  euiiuri  ^w(^  ti.on  re  - 

buked by  the  majesty  of  public  opinion,  Oiid  resulted  in  iiis  ck  v^itio;;  to  lij.-  v;\i- 
bernatorial  office  by  a  lar;:;i"r  majority  than  had  ever  been  kiii wi,  us  li..  ^  .^;..:e 
at  a  cootested  election.  He  was  re-eleeied  in  l^-ti,  and  retais.-.d  th<  ■  e  till  h:^ 
death,  which  occurred  suddenly' at  Ins  liou.-e  in  Albany,  e-n  the  Hiii  '  ri'e- 
bruary,  l'y-2>^.  This  great  calamity  v\  as  univers.iUy  I'-  It  ;  ai.d  ir.c  publ.c  leshmo- 
nials  of  respect  and  veneration  for  his  memory  in  every  jiart  ea"  the  state;  and 
Union,  were  alike  iionorable  to  the  peoj/ie,  and  a  due  a[.preei:itlun  ofthe  cha- 
racter, talents,  and  services  of  the  deceased.  As  a  I'lulosopher,  a  statesman,  u 
writci',  a  scholar,  an  orator,  a  dell^'iiif;;!  companion,  a  correct  citizen,  r  nd  a  {mre 
and  honest  man,  his  name,  (says  Dr.  ll(>,s.i..k,)  wiil  go  down  to  posterity  divested 
of  every  reproach.  His  rcjmtation  v.  a>  not  coniined  to  the  country  he  imnu- 
diately  beneiited  by  his  services.  In  tiic  literary  circles,  and  in  the  scientific  in- 
Blitutions  of  Europ'',  his  name  v.-as  Kimiliarl}'  known  asamongthe  most  emiiicin 
men  of  his  day.  It  is  evidence  ofthe  high  estimation  in  wliich  he  was  held,  tiiat 
,he  was  honored  by  being  made  a  member  of  many  learned  societies  in  Great  Cn- 
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tain,  and  held  also  an  extensive  correspondence  with  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished men  of  the  age.  He  was  an  honorary  member  of  the  Linnean,  the 
Horticultural  Societies  of  London,  and  of  the  Wernerian  Society  of  Edinburgh  ;  was 
in  habits  of  intercourse  with  the  late  Sir  James  Edward  Smith,  the  learned  presi- 
dent of  the  first,  and  with  Mr.  Knight  and  Mr.  Sabine,  the  able  officers  of  the  latter. 
The  acknowledged  reputation  Mliic  h  ^Ir.  Clinton  attained  in  his  literary  charac- 
ter, taken  in  connection  wit!i  his  extensive  public  services,  is  to  be  ascribed,  not 
only  to  his  native  taste  and  ardent  love  of  knowledge,  but  to  the  w^onderful  in- 
dustry and  order  with  which  he  pt?rformed  his  mnny  and  various  duties.  He  was  an 
early  riser,  and  devoted  every  niotnent  that  could  be  spared  from  official  and  ne- 
cessary calls  to  the  cultivation  of  his  mind.  No  one  was  more  ambitious  of  a  re- 
putation for  science  and  literature,  and  few  ever  made  a  more  successful  progress 
in  tlic  acquisition  of  useful  kno^vl^■(]^e.  In  some  of  the  physical  sciences  he  was 
especially  well  versed  ;  and  as  a  classical  and  belles-lettres  scholar,  his  proficiency 
was  very  considerable,  lie  observed  the  utmost  punctuality  in  all  his  engagc- 
Tncnts  ;  his  regard  for  trnth  and  honor  being  one  of  the  cardinal  principles  of  his 
mind  and  character.  When  r(  lca>rd  from  tlic  severer'labors  which  employed  his 
attention,  a  volume  of  the  cla-si(.  >  or  a  work  on  science  occupied  his  moments  of 
relaxation  ;  and  his  large  and  well-stored  library  constantly  afforded  him  ample 
sources  of  study  and  ent»^rtainmcnt.  The  ordinary  amusements  of  t'ashionable  life 
presented  no  attraction^  fi)r  hitu,  hut  were  avoided,  as  not  only  involving  the  loss 
of  time,  money,  and  reputation,  hut  as  incomf  atible  with  those  pursuits  and  views, 
belonging  to  him  who  has  ai  heart  the  dignity  of  his  own  character,  the  higher  in- 
terest^  of  science,  and  tin:  wolunc  of  his  country.  In  his  person  Mr.  Clinton  was 
tall,  finely  proportiont d,  otu!  of  commanding  aspect.  His  phyj^ioiinomy  pointed 
out  great  mental  activity  auvl  power,  and  tlie  phrenological  developments  of  his 
head  were  of  the  mo=:t  remarkable  character,  uniting  great  benevolence  with  the 
highest  degree  of  intccrnty  and  moral  courage.  The  superior  dignity  . of  his  per- 
son indicated  a  bold  and  l,in;;ity  temper;  yet  nothing  was  further  from  the  truth^^ 
for  he  was  constiti'.tioiially  t  niid,  and  only  an  exalted  sense  of  public  duty  caused 
him  to  exercise  on  any  occasion  his  ability  for  public  speaking.  His  untiring 
industry  and  pur.-rvt'rancr  in  various  public  stations  were  distinguishing  attri- 
butes, and  exor.'i-rij,  to  in*  ir  fullest  extent,  amidst  the  abuse,  talunmy,  and 
ridicule,  which  he  was  compelled  to  encounter  from  the  vampires  of  reputation, 
while  prosecutin:;;  his  creat  yirujects  of  internal  improvement.  Indeed,  few  men 
were  ever  assaded  by  a  more  determined  opposition,  and  no  man  ever  triumphed 
more  completely  oxer  every  obstacle  which  came  in  his  v/ay.  The  task  was  truly 
herculian,  and  the  i-^ue  m -st  luinorahle  and  olorious  for  his  future  fame. 

In  his  domestic  and  <'K rt-lahons  he  was  cheerful  and  kind  ;  m  his  friendships 
warm  and  sincere  ;  and  m  \v>  re.oral  character  most  imexceptionabe.  As  a  speaker, 
he  was  plow,  cautious  and  d;  liberate,  manifesting  the  constant  exercise  of  his  under- 
standing. He  never  indini'od  in  rant  or  vehemence,  either  of  voice  or  j:estnre  ; 
yet  his  clear  and  lo^i.-al  method,  force  and  perspicuity  of  style,  and  dignity  of 
manner,  gave,  whether  m  the  judgment  seat  or  in  a  deliberate  assemldy,  an  edi  ct 
and  induence  which  f.'w  ot'ivr^;  ever  exercised  in  this  state.  If,  indeed,  tiie  posses- 
sion of  strong  native  powers  of  mind,  aided  by  extensive  attainments  ;  if  an 
innate  spirit  of  patr!«»!i'*m,  qiiakened  and  directed  by  a  knowledge  of  the  interests 
of  his  country  ;  if  a  hie  devoted  to  the  unceasing  performance  of  public  duty  and  ex- 
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pended  in  the  service  of  his  native  state,  entitle  tlie  possessor  to  respect  and  c^niti. 
tude,  Mr,  Clinton  presents  the  strongest  claims,  not  only  to  the  affections  ot  his 
countrynii?n,  but  to  a  distinguished  place  among  the  sages,  statesmen,  and  bene- 
factors of  America. 

Two  of  the  most  important  objects  of  his  heart  he  lived  to  see  accom|iIi>hcd  — 
the  establishment  of  a  better  system  of  common  schools,  and  the  Erie  Canui,  the 
last  of  which  should  be  called  by  his  name,  as  the  most  appropriate  and  duialtic 
monument  of  his  fame  and  services.  Whatever  claims  may  be  asserted  hv  others 
in  this  stupendous  project,  all  impartial  and  intelligent  men  are  now  convmctd 
that  the  glory  of  its  execution  of  right  belongs  to  him.  From  its  commencement, 
through  all  its  subsequent  embarrassments,  he  stood  forward,  through  good  and  evd 
report,  as  its  fearless  and  unwavering  advocate,  staked  his  character  upon  its  suc- 
cess and  tendered  his  reputation  as  its  surety.  lie  lived  to  see  the  consummation  of 
the  work,  desiring  no  other  recompense  for  his  time  and  services  than  aconscious- 
Tjess  of  the  iacaU;uiible  importance  of  the  project  to  present  and  future  generations. 
In  the  performance  of  his  judicial  duties,  his  learning,  (irnmess,  and  iiilegriry  have 
received  an  uufiiulified  encomium  from  all.  As  a  magistrate,  ho  was  cnligliiencd 
and  d/gnifi^d  ;  in  all  tli3  relations  of  life  public,  and  private,  he  had  ft:w  equals  and 
no  superior;  and  his  death  was  truly  a  subject  of  regret,  not  only  to  his  friends  but 
to  the  nation.  As  yet  no  monument  has  by  the  public  been  raided  to  Ins  nu  (.n^ry  ; 
but,  to  the  honorof  the  present  executive  of  the  state  of  2sew-Vork,  the  subji  cl  has 
been  brought  before  the  legislatiire,  and  will,  it  is  prosutncd,  result  in  the  ad-.ptmn  of 
some  mea>:ure  creditable  alike  lo  a!!.  For,  in  the  words  of  Govcrrigr  Seward,  •■  ih^ 
cuitom  of  honor'uiz  th.e  dead  coumicnds.  itstlfto  ike  nalural  se/ifhucrJ.^o/  ^^lanlind  ; 
and  althoji^ih,  in  ignorantand  depraved  coutUrks,  it  has  bccnabu<cd  h,j  the  crtciion 
of  pyramids,  and  temples,  and  tombs,  to  preserve  ike  ashes  of  tyrants,  it  r,nin''t, 
a.noiig  o,n  ent i^htcncd  p'oplc,  be  othrririsc  tkan  risht  aad  c.rpcdient  /-)  }'frj.-  'ui;'> 
tkc  )nzmonj  of  public  hcncj.ictdrs,  and  thus  sliinulatc  and  encourage  i/;ii/!<:Uori  of 
their  deeds. 

TOWN  OF  BUSIIWICK. 

This  town,  situated  in  the  north-east  extremity  of  iCincr's 
County,  is  bounded  westerly  by  the  East  Ilivor,  nortfi'-rly  by 
Maspeth  or  Newtown  Creel;,  easterly  by  Ncwiowii,  and 
southerly  by  Brooklyn,  and  that  ])art  oi^  Fhitbu.sh  calK  d  ,\V?r- 
Loits.  Its  area  is  3,860  acres,  of  which  a  ^rpeater  })ortion 
is  under  cultivation:  its  proximity  to  the  cities  of  Hrooklyn 
and  New-York  rendering  it  valuable  in  a  hiyh  degree.  The 
precise  period  of  its  settlement  is  not  satisfactorily  ascertauicd, 
but  is  believed  to  have  been  some  years  later  than  Brooklyn  and 
the  more  southern  towns.  It  was  commenced  by  the  Dutch, 
wiio  were  joined,  many  years  after,  by  a  number  of  Hugonot 
families,  whose  descendants  are  numerous  and  respectable  in 
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this  and  the  neighboring  towns.  The  name  is  of  Dutch  origin, 
indicating  that  the  territory  was  remarkable  for  the  woods 
which  covered  its  surface  in  early  times.  There  are  some 
families  here,  who  can  trace  their  ancestry  back  nearly  two 
hundred  years,  and,  as  possessing  at  that  period,  the  identical 
lands  now  in  the  occupation  of  their  descendants.  The  in- 
crease of  population  in  tliis  part  of  the  country,  was  so  small  as 
not  to  acquire  its  municipal  character  before  the  year  IG-IS,  at 
which  time  application  was  made  to  the  governor  for  a  patent 
or  ground-brief.  One  was  accordingly  issued,  and  under  which 
the  inhabitants  remained  till  the  conquest  of  New  Netherlands 
in  1664.  Tlic  government  having  now  fallen  into  other 
hands,  and  many  considerable  defects  existing  in  the  charter 
granted  by  Governor  Stuyvesant,  tiio  people  of  Bush  wick,  in 
1666,  at  a  town  meeting  a:>sembled  for  the  purpose,  appointed 
a  committee  to  wait  u['on  Governor  Nicolls,  "to  solicit  liim  for 
a  new  patent,  and  to  re(j_uost  that  therein  the  boundaries  of 
their  plantation  might  be  more  expressly  defined  and  set  fortli." 

This  patent  was  obtained  on  the  25th  of  October,  1G67, 
wherein,  among  other  things,  tlie  limits  and  bounds  of  the 
town  are  set  forth  in  the  words  following  : 

Bounded  with  tlie  •.iiuuu'i  of  a  certain  crceke  or  kill,  called  Maspeth-Kill,  right 
ov-er  against  DoiniruL-I  {"'.ik,  sur  their  bounds  goe  to  David  Jucham's  Piook ; 
then  stretching  upon  a  south-east  Iii\c  along  tlie  said  Kill,  they  come  to  Smich's 
Island,  including  liie  same,  together  with  all  the  meadow-ground  or  valley  there- 
unto belonging;  and  ociitmw.r. the  saiv.c  C'liise,  they  pass  along  by  the  tfence 
at  the  wood-sid:-,  si-o  Lu  I'l.' na.' -i  AVamudl's  meadowy  from  wlience,  sLretching 
upon  a  south-east  by  south  line,  along  the  woodland  to  the  KUls,  taking  in  the 
meadow  or  valley  tlicre  ;  th-r.  j'.iss  aloni;  near  upon  a  south-east  by  south  line 
sLv  hundred  rod  into  the  v.  ooilo  ;  th';u  running  behind  the  lots  as  the  woodland 
lyes,  south-west  by  haM)  ;  .  'id  out  of  the  said  woods  they  goe  again  north-west, 
lo  a  cf'riain  small  swamp  :  frum  ihence  tiiey  run  behind  the  New  Lotts,  to  John, 
the  Sweede's-meadow;  tiji/n  over  the  jXorman's-Kill,  lo  the  west  end  of  his  old 
house,  from  wht  U'V  tii-  y  goe  alongst  the  river,  till  you  come  lo  the  mouth  of 
Maspi;ili-Klll  and  Davu!  Jocham's  Hook,  whence  they  first  began." 

From  the  oririinization  of  the  town  till  the  year  1690,  it  was 
for  certain  civil  purposes  associated  with  the  other  towns  in 
the  county,  exce])t  Gravesend,  constituting  a  separate  dis- 
trict under  the  appellation  of  the  Flue  Dutch  Towns  and 
for  which  a  secretary  or  register  was  specially  commissioned 
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by  the  governor,  whose  duty  it  was  to  talre  the  proof  of  will?, 
of  marriac^e  settlementSj  also  the  acknowlcdiiment  of  ^'Tran- 
scripts/^ or  conveyances,  and  many  of  the  more  important  con- 
tracts and  agreements  ;  all  which  were  required  to  be  recorded. 
This  office  was,  in  1G74,  held  by  Nicasius  de  Sille,  who  iiad 
once  held  the  ofhce  of  attorney-general  under  the  adininisira- 
tion  of  Stnyvesant.  Tiiese  five  towns  likewise  forn^ed  but  one 
ecclesiastical  congregation,  and  joined  in  the  support  of  their 
ministers  in  common.  The  inhabitants,  with  few  exceptions, 
professed  the  doctrines  promulgated  at  the  synod  of  D<)it 
in  1618,  most  of  whose  resolutions  are  still  adhered  to 
in  the  Reformed  Dutch  churches.  The  churches  were  at 
that  period,  and  for  a  long  time  after,  governed  by  the  cla^sis  of 
Amsterdam,  and  so  continued  till  about  the  year  1772,  when  tlie 
American  cliurches  repudiated  any  dependence  upon  the  niothor 
church,  and  established  classes  and  synods  of  their  own,  on  the 
model  of  the  church  of  UoUnnd.  In  the  year  tG(')2,  accorditjfr 
to  one  authority  the  dwellings  in  this  town  did  not  cxce.  d 
twenty-five,  and  were  located  on  the  site  of  the  vill.'ii{o  of 
Bushwick,  which,  with  the  Octagon  church,  built  in  1720,  were 
enclosed  by  palisades,  as  most  of  the  otlier  settlements  were. 
In  the  minutes  of  the  court  of  sessious  is  t!ic  following  viwry  : 

•'At  a  Court  of  Sessions,  held  at  Flathnsh  lor  Kitiu's  Coimty, 
May  10,  1G99.  Uppon  the  desire  of  the  mhabuanis  of 
Breucklyn,  that  according  to  use  and  order  every  thre^'  yeare 
the  liminitts  betwecne  towne  and  towne  must  be  rur.:.,  that  a 
warrant  or  order  may  be  given,  that  upon  tlie  17  tl)  d.;y  c-if 
May,  the  line  and  bounds  betwixt  said  towues  of  ]^ronr!;l\ n 
and  Boswyck  shall  be  run  according  to  their  {)aitents  or  iti^re- 
mcnts.  Ordered,  Tliat  an  order  should  l.)0  jiast  according  to 
theire  request." 

The  population  of  this  town  was  very  incorisiderable  at  the 
time  of  the  revolution  compared  witii  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
ty; yet  they  suflered  greatly  tVoni  the  depredations  of  the 
enemy.  They  were  particularly  exposed  to  tlie  invaders,  who 
made,  of  course,  an  indiscruninate  destruction  of  whatever 
their  caprice  or  revenge  dictated.  The  nearness  of  its  forests 
to  the  garrisons  and  barracks  of  New- York  and  Brooklyn  led 
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to  the  entire  waste  of  the  valuable  timber  which  abounded  at 
the  commencement  of  the  contest.  On  the  return  of  the  own- 
ers to  their  homes  at  the  close  of  the  war,  they  found  not  only 
the  woods  and  fences  destroyed,  but  their  dwellings,  in  many 
instances,  greatly  deteriorated  in  value. 

On  the  I2[h  of  May,  1064,  the  magistrates  of  this  town  sen- 
tenced one  Jolm  Van  Lyden,  convicted  of  publishing  a  libel, 
to  be  fastened  to  a  stake,  with  a  bridle  in  his  mouth,  eight 
rods  under  his  arm,  and  a  label  on  his  breast  with  the  words, 
^'  ivriier  of  Iainj)oons,  fah^e  acci/ser,  and  dcfanicr  of  7nagis- 
tratesy  upon  it,  and  then  to  be  banished  from  the  colony.  An 
instance  also  occurred,  of  a  clergyman,  who  had  improperly 
married  a  conpK.^,  being  sentenced  to  ^'  flogging  and  banisli- 
mentr  but  \vliich,on  account  of  the  advanced  age  of  the  de- 
linquent, was  nutigatcd  by  the  governor  to  banishment  only. 
Another  person,  convicted  of  thetl,  was  compelled  to  stand  for 
the  space  oftlut'e  hours  under  a  gallows,  with  a  rope  around 
his  neck  and  ;m  eni^jiy  scabbard  in  his  hands.  In  1664  per- 
mission vras  'fw'cn  by  the  town  to  Abri>harn  Janson  to  erect  a  mill 
on  Tvlaspeth  Kill,  which  was  probably  the  first  water-mill  built 
within  the  town,  and  for  grinding  of  the  to'w'n's  gram  he  was  to 
receive  tlie  on^hynuinj  dnties^  Isovember  12.  1695,  the  court 
of  sessions  of  King's  County  made  an  order  That  Mad  James 
should  be  ke])t  at  the  expen^■e  of  the  county,  and  that  the  dea- ' 
cons  of  each  towne  within  the  same  doe  forthwith  meet 
together,  and  consider  about 'tliL-ir  p/'o/^erco/i^  for  n:iaintainence 
of  said  James." 

The  Villa:: c  of  MlHiiu/fsburghisnot  only  the  principal  set- 
tlement, but  contains  wiiliin  its  corporate  limits  more  than 
two  thirds  of  the  whnb>  population  of  the  town.  This  flourish- 
ing  villai^nj  wa-.  tiil  within  a  Ibnv  years,  an  inconsiderable  place, 
although  it  was  conunenced,  by  a  few  spirited  individuals, 
nearly  thirty  years  ago,  by  erecting  a  few  houses  and  esta- 
blishi.MLT  a  .'(.rry  I'-^^tween  it  and  the  foot  of  Grand.  Street. 
At  which  p'.rtod  tlie  liouses  on  the  New- York  side,  in  the 
viciinty  of  the  ferry,  were  scattering;  and  where  extensive 
blocks  of  buildings  and  a  large  population  now  exist,  was  tlien, 
ill  a  great  measure,  an  open  field  of  broken  ground  ;  and  a  ge- 
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neral  want  ofconfidence  in  the  project  of  inaldno:  this  a  place  ot" 
business,  retarded  its  operations  and  prevented  its  ijrowth.  la 
the  year  IS  17  a  ferry-boat,  impelled  by  horse  power,  f^ave  a  new 
impulse  to  AVilliamsburghj  and  it  beo^an  to  assume  an  in^port- 
ance  before  unknown.  Still, tlie  main  cnrrent  of  travel  washy 
way  of  Brooklyn,  and  the  pros^ress  of  improvement  here  v-.-as 
slow  and  gradual.  At  that  time  the  road  leading  to  thij  fer- 
ry was  the  principal  thoroughfare  of  the  village,  and  where 
there  are  now  wide  and  handsome  streets  partially  built  upon, 
were  then  cultivated  fields,  orchards,  &:c.  Such  was  the  state 
of  things,  in  a  great  degree,  when  the  first  act  of  incorporation 
was  obtained,  April  14,  1827.  which  proved,  in  fact  a  new 
and  important  era  in  the  increase  and  prosperity  of  the  village. 
The  territory  embraced  in  the  act  is  as  follows:  ir  gin- 
ning at  the  bay  or  river  opposite  the  town  of  Brooidyn,  and 
running  thence  easterly  along;  the  division  line  lu^tween  tiio 
towns  of  Bushwick  and  Brooklyn  to  the  land  of  Abraham  A. 
Remsen  ;  thence  northerly  by  tiie  same  to  a  road  or  hiL'^hw  ay 
at  a  place  called  Sweed's  Fly;  thence  by  the  said  hiL';hv.ay  to 
the  dwelling-house  late  of  John  Vandervoort,  deceased  ;  tiience 
in  a  straight  line  northerly,  to  a  small  ditch  or  creek*,  aL".'nn-t 
the  meadow  of  John  Skillman  ;  tfience  l)y  said  cw-A:  to  Nor- 
man's  Kill;  thence  by  the  middle  or  centre  of  Norman's  Kill 
to  the  East  River;  thence  by  the  same  to  tlie  place  of  le  .-in- 
ning." The  first  trustees  appointed  in  this  act  w-  ro  .N^.'.-Ji 
Waterbury,  .John  Miller,  Abraliam  Meserole,  Lewis  vS  iii.iiord, 
and  Thomas  T.  ]MorriU  ;  of  whom  the  first-nani'.d,  a  v.  'IN 
known  and  spirited  individual,  vras  choseii  pia  ^al*  nf.  TUq 
boardjUnder  tfie  extensive  and  liberal  provisions  of  ihis  ciiart^'r, 
applied  themselves  immediately  and  vigoronsly  to  ihe  iaymg 
out  of  streets  and  buildlng-lo!s  as  the  basis  for  l\i(nre  improve- 
ments; and  every  thing  was  done  by  them  which  the  state  of 
things  at  that  time  seemed  to  anthorize  or  require.  Neverthe- 
less the  increase  of  business  and  j^.opnlation  was  not  equal  to 
the  public  expectations  until  another  portion  of  territory  was 
included  in  the  incorporated  part  of  the  village,  and  addi- 
tional powers  conferred  upon  the  trustees  by  the  act  of  April 
ISj  1S35.  This  additional  legislative  provision  vested  the  pub- 
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lie  concerns  of  the  village  in  the  hands  of  nine  trustees,  of 
which  new  board  Edmund  Frost  was  chosen  president ;  and 
by  udiose  zeal,  industry,  and  perseverance, much  has,  within  a 
short  time,  been  accomplished  for  the  increase  and  welfare  of 
the  place.    Such  has  been  the  proo^ress  of  improvement,  that 
the  ancient  village  of  Buslnvick  can  scarcely  be  identified, having 
become  amalgamated  with  the  village  of  Williamsburgh.  In- 
deed, it  now  seems  both  a  matter  of  surprise  and  deep  regret 
that  public  attention  should  not  have  been  sooner  and  more 
efficiently  attracted  towards  a  place  possessing  so  many  and 
superior  natural  advantacrcs  for  the  successful  prosecution  of 
every  species  of  manufacture  and  commerce,  and  for  the  erec- 
tion of  pleasant  and  convenient  private  residences.  Situated 
opposite  the  very  heart  of  tlie  city  of  New- York,  it  has  a 
bold  water-front  upon  the  East  River  of  a  mile  and  a  half, 
with  a  sufhcient  depth  for  all  commercial  purposes ;  and  has  this 
advantacre  over  Hrooklyn.  that  its  entire  shore  isunder  the  con- 
trol of  its  own  local  authorities.    There  has  already  been  con- 
structed, under  the  act  of  ihe  2:2d  of  ^\pril,  1S35,  and  the  sta- 
tutes before  mentioned,  several  lars^e  and  substantial  wharves 
and  docks,  aflording  safe  and  convenient  mooring  for  vessels, 
even  of  the  largest  class.    Its  ferry  is,  by  two  or  three  miles, 
the  nearest  approximation  (o  the  upper  parts  of  the  city  fi'om 
the  eastern  towns,  and  is  connected  with  the  upper  and  lower 
parts  of  the  city  by  doul  >:e  lines  of  steam  ferry  boats  of  the  best 
.kind,  and  remar!;al)!e  for  their  accommodations  and  speed. 
The  ferry  to  Pock  Slip  may  be  said  to  unite  the  village  with 
the  Fulton  and  Cathariu*]  markets,  v.diile  another  is  in  contem- 
plation to  the  foot  oi  Houston  Street,  leading  to  tiie  upper  wards 
and  Harlaem.  AVilli;unsburL;-h  now  contains  seventy-three  streets 
permanently  laid  out.  of  which  twenty-seven  Iiave  been  opened 
and  regulated,  iucludmg  one  IMcAdamised  and  seven  paved 
streets.    Tlie  nun.'ber  of  dwellings  is  five  hundred  and  eighty, 
and  the  inhabitants  a?}out  three  thousand  five  hundred.  There 
are  one  Dutcli  Reformed  and  two  Methodist  churches,  ten  fire 
companies,  ouc  hook  and  ladder  company,  two  distilleries, 
which  consume  annually  more  than  two  hundred  thousand 
bushels  of  grain,  one  steam  spice  mill,  five  rope- walks,  an  ex- 
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tensive  glue  factory,  two  hat  manufactories,  one  iron  foundry, 
two  lumber-yards,  two  lime  and  brick  yards,  one  coal  yard,  six 
hotels,  one  drug  store,  and  a  due  proportion  of  oilier  niechauics 
and  tradesmen.  A  considerable  number  of  elei^ant  dwcllinos 
have  lately  been  erected  in  the  southern  p-iirt  of  the  villa^'r, 
owned  and  occupied  by  persons  doing  business  in  Xcw-^'orlc. 
Many  other  inducements  exist,  besides  an  easy  and  speedy  com- 
munication with  the  city,  that  will  insure  a  rapid  inllnx  of 
inhabitants,  and  an  expansion  of  business  in  every  department. 
The  improvements  in  contemplation,  and  partially  in  progress, 
along  the  shore  south  of  the  present  ferries,  will  in  time  unite 
with  those  in  tlie  vicinity  of  the  navy -yard  at  Brooklyn  ;  and  in 
half  a  century  perhaps  form  a  continuous  city  from  the  mouth 
of  Newtown  Creek  to  Red-Hook,  a  distance  of  four  miles. 

TOWN  OF  GUAVESEND. 

This  town  occupies  the  most  southerly  part  of  King's  Counry, 
including  also  Coney  Island,  which  is  washed  by  ihe  Atianiic 
Ocean.  It  is -centrally  distant  from  New-York  city  about  ten 
miles  ;  bounded  east  by  Flatlands,  south  by  the  sea,  and  west 
by  New  Utrecht,  of  a  triangular  shape  with  irs  b:ise  u['.o\\ 
ocean,  and  terminating  northerly  in  a  point  adjoining  I-'laibu^'i. 
Much  of  the  territory  consists  of  salt-marsh,  not  more  tlian  (  r^.; 
third  being  returned  as  improved  land ;  the  surface  ;L:ni'  r.;! -y 
level,  but  near  the  sea-shore  are  some  ridges  of  sand-iiiiU-. 
This  town,  unlike  the  rest  of  the  county,  was  seitlcd  I'V  I'a- 
glish  people,  mostly  from  Jiassachusetls,  as  early  .-'.s  1<'  I'J, 
who  gave  it  the  name  of  Gravesend,  tliey  having  satl'd  from  a 
place  of  that  name  m  England  on  their  de{>artiue  for  America. 
They  were  joined  soon  after  by  asmall  colony  of  I-jiiilish  Qua- 
kers, accompanied  by  Lady  Deborah  .Aloody,  a  woman  of  rank, 
education,  and  wealth,  v/lio,  v.'itli  several  others  residingat  Lynn, 
Sandwich,  and  other  towns  in  New  Cnglaud,  had  imbibed  the 
religious  sentiments  of  George  I'ox,  and  being  objects  of  j'^a- 
lousy  and  persecution  with  the  Puritans  there,  determined 
to  settle  elsewhere.  Con.sidering  the  situation  of  this  tov;n 
calculated  for  the  site  of  a  commercial  village,  they  proceeded 
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almost  immediately  to  lay  out  tea  acres  of  ground  near  the 
centre  into  streets  and  ?quareSj  wliich  they  enclosed  vvilh  a 
palisado  defence.  The  plan  of  the  village  is  still  preserved 
in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  town,  and  is  worthy  admiration  for  its 
simplicity  and  beauty.  It  seems  the  project  was  soon  after 
abandoned  on  discoverino-  tiie  insufiicient  depth  of  the  water  for 
the  approach  of  large  vessels.  One  of  the  original  squares  of 
the  contemplated  city  was  occupied  by  the  court-house  of  the 
county  so  Ion:;  a?  t'le  courts  continued  to  be  field  here  ;  another 
contained  the  first  Dutch  church  ;  and  a  third  has  long  been  used 
for  a  public  cemetery.  On  the  same  plot  are  a  considerable 
number  of  graves  oi  the  first  Quakers,  the  whole  of  which 
have  been  levelled  by  the  plough,  except  that  of  Peter  Sullivan 
and  his  v/ife,  at  the  head  c>r  which  is  a  large  granite  slab,  con- 
taining only  the  names  of  the  deceased.  As  this  particular  sect 
make  no  use  of  such  memorials,  it  was  probably  placed  here  by 
some  friend  or  relative  who  was  not  a  Quaker. 

The  first  patent  or  ground-brief  was  o-ranted  by  Governor 
Kieft  in  16 13  to  Antonie  Jausen  Van-Sale  (or  Anthony  Johnson) 
for  one  hundred  murgen  of  land,  which  was  afterwards  known 
as  the  Old  Bowery.  A  morgen  was  a  Dutcfi  measure  of  little 
less  than  two  acres,  con^i>ting  of  six  hundred  square  Dutch 
rods.  On  the  2  1th  of  3Iay,  10  14,  a  patent  was  also  granted  to 
Guisbert  Op-Dyck  for  (.'"ney  Island,  called  in  the  patent  Cimny 
Island,  and  by  tiic  Dute'i  f'onynen-Kylandt,  probably  from 
the  name  of  an  individual  who  had  possessed  some  part  of  it. 
Pine  Maud,  th^n  c;dlt'd  C'))i)ive'Hook^\\'i\<>  at  tliat  time  sepa- 
rated from  the  formeV  by  a  creek,  wiiich  lias  since  disappeared. 
The  latter  was  doubticss  the  spot  upon  which  the  discoverer 
Hudson  and  his  crew  landed  in  1G09  before  entering  tlie  bay 
of  Nevv'-York.  A  g-meral  patent  for  this  town,  written  both 
in  Dutch  and  I'liirlislj,  was  obtained  from  Governor  Vrilliam 
Kieft  on  the  19th  of  December,  1645.  The  patentees  named 
therein  are  tlie  Lady  Deborah  Moody,  Sir  Henry  ^vloody,  Ba- 
onet,  Ensign  George  Baxter,  and  Sergeant  James  Hubbard,  with 
their  associates;  a'.d  is  lor  A  certain  quantity  of  land  lying- 
or  being'  upon  or  about  the  westernmost  part  of  Long  Jsland, 
hegl)unng  at  the  north  of  a  creek  adjacent  to  Conyne'Isla?id, 
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atid  hoiinrJcd  on  the  u'est])art  tJiereof  irilJi.  fhc  Unuls  hclov^itirr 
to  Anthony  Johnson  and  Robert  Pennoyre  :  and  to  rnn  r/s  f  >r 
as  (he  westeniniost  part  of  a  certain  pond  i}i  an  old  Indian 
field  on  the  north  side  of  the  plantation  of  th.e  said  J'ubi.rt 
Pennoyre  ;  and  from  tfunice  to  run  directly  east  as  far  as  a 
valley^  being  at  the  head  of  a  fly  or  marsh  some  time  bdomnrnj!' 
to  the  land  of  Hu[i-h  Garretson  :  and  bein,^  bon.nrled  on  the 
south  vsith  the  ?nain  Ocean,  irith  liberty  to  put  ichat  catth' 
they  shall  see  fitting  to  feed  or  graze  upon  t!i.e  aforesaid 
Cofiyne-Island,  and  icith  liberty  to  build  a  toicn,  v-ith  such 
necessary  fortifications  as  to  them  shall  seem  expedient ;  and 
to  have  and.  enjoy  the  free  liberty  of  conscience  according  to 
the  customs  and  7nanners  of  Holland  irithout  9/iolestation,  aud- 
io establish  courts,  and  elect  magistrates,  to  try  all  causes  not 
exceed in£r  fifty  Holland  guilders.''' 

The  ciroainstaiice  of  tiiis  patent  beinir  irraiitod  to  a  feinule, 
and  her  beino-  also  first-named,  is  a  lualter  ot^  some  euri- 
osity  ;  and,  in  coniieclion  with  events  hereinaAer  ir.eniioned, 
exhibits  the  Lady  ^iood\'  in  a  conspieuons  \i'j:hx.  .Slie  bcnii:  a 
considerable  personai^e  i]i  the  early  history  of  the  town,  it  is 
important  to  aseertain,  as  far  as  possible,  th()  ))ariicn!ars 
of  lier  history.  AVe  find  it  mentioned  in  the  very  in!-  rrstm-^'- 
pnblication  by  ?rlr.  Alonzo  Lev/is,  entiflud  History  >>(  I jjim." 
that  tile  Lady  Deb.orah  ]\ioody  came  to  tliat  towi:  iii  ih'>  \  »:!r 
1640.  That  in  1635  s!ie  went  froni  one  of  the  rem  "io  rouniit  s 
in  En^fland  to  London,  where  she  remained  in  o|;p(!S!ih'n  \o  a 
statute  which  directed  that  no  person  shunld  rf>!d«'  i  t  Vi  i;  !  a 
limited  time  (Vmn  their  own  bonus.  Cbn  tlie  2\>'  .\; n!  cf 
that  year,  tlie  conrt  oi  Star-Chamber  ordered  tfuit  ^'Dafar  JJt  ha- 
rati  ]Slov:d[e  ^  and  olliers,  shonid  return  to  tin  ir  h(  rt  dmnni  iiis 
in  forty  days,  in  the  cood  example  he(M:'Ssary  f  tr  tlie  j'oorer 
class.  That  soon  after  her  arrival  at  Lynn,  <»n  the  ~)\\\  of 
April,  16-10,  slie  united  v/ilh  the  chureh  of  .Salem  ;  and  on  the 
loth  of  rday  the  court  oranted  her  tbnr  hundred  acres  of  land. 
In  1641  she  purchased  the  farm  of  the  de|)uty-o'overnor,  Jolni 
Hiinifreyj  called  Swainscnt.  for  which  siic  paid  £1100.  That 
soyie  time  afterwards  she  Itecame  rmbued  with  tlie  erroneous 
doctrine  that  the  baptism  of  infants  was  a  sinful  ordinance, 
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and  was  thereupon  excommunicated;  and  that  in  1643  she 
remo\^ed  to  Lnns:  Island.    Governor  Wintlirop,  in  his  journal, 
says,  tliat  "in  1013  Lady  bloody  was  in  the  colony  of  Massa- 
chusetts, a  wise  and  auciently  reh'gious  woman  ;  and  being 
taken  with  the  error  ofdenyim,'-  baptism  to  infants,  v/as  dealt 
withal  by  niany  of  the  elders  and  others,  and  admonislied  by 
the  cliurch  of  Salem,  whereof  she  was  a  member  ;  but  persistina: 
still,  and  to  avoid  fuither  trouble,  ccc,  she  removed  to  the 
Dutch,  asrainst  the  advice  of  her  friends.'^    "x^ftcr  her  arrival 
at  Loner  Island,  (says  .Mr.  Iie\vis.)she  experienced  much  trouble 
from  the  ludiaus,  I'lvr  house  being  assaulted  by  them  many 
times.    Her  weaitfi  enal  led  her  to  render  assistatice  to  Gover- 
nor Stuyvesant  in  .some  trouble  with  the  neighboring  settlers 
in  1654  ;  and  so  g^rcat  was  her  inlluence  over  hinj,  that  he 
conceded  in  part  tho  noniiuation  of  the  magistrates  to  lier. 
In  the  quarterly  court  records  her  son  is  s^tyled  >S7r  Henry 
Moody.''    "At  tlie  san^o  court,  December  14,  1642,  the  Lady 
Deborah  Moodie,  aIts.  Iviiig,  and  the  wife  of  John  Tilton,  were 
presented,  for  lioldiuLT  tlnit  tlic  baptism  of  infants  is  no  ordi- 
ncUice  of  God."'    I'rom  tiR-so  historical  relations  we  learn  tlie 
reason  why  the  Tiady  .AI()ody,  her  sou  >S*/r  Henry  Aloody^ 
Ensign  Baxter,  Si^rj-i'.wn  Hubbard,  John  Tilton,  and  many 
others  of  her  associates  and  iVi-uds,  left  New  England,  and 
planted  themselves  at  Gravesend,  where  tliey  liopcd  to  enjoy 
the  most  perlect  iVecdom  of  opinion,  unawed  by  the  civil 
power,  and  be  allo\',-(.d  unmo'esled  to  propacrate  those  religion.? 
principles  which  to  them   seemed  most  agreeable  to  their 
principles  of  reasi'U  and  juNtice.    All  this,  it  would  seem,  u'as 
intended  to  be  securi-d  l-y  the  patent  above-mentioned ;  how 
far  it  vras  rerdized  U'liJer  the  governor's  successor  will  ap- 
pear hereafter,  when  w*'  view  the  persecutions  practised  n])on 
the  (Quakers  of  this  and  other  towns  under  the  Dutch  juris- 
diction.   Lndy  Moody  probably  retained  a  portion  of  her  large 
real  estate  in  New  bhiudand  :  for  Governor  Winthrop  says, 
tliat  in  if>U)  tlie  house  of  Lady  Moody  at  Salem  was  injured 
by  a  tempest,  the  roof  being  torn  olT;  which  fact  he  likewise 
mentions  iii  a  letter  to  his  son  John,  then  living-  at  Fisfier's 
Island.    A  release  or  conveyance  from  the  Canarsec  Indians 
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was  obtained  for  Gravesend-Neck  and  Conyne  Island,  on  the 
7th  of  iMay,  1654.  Other  conveyances  in  diilerent  parts  of  tlic 
town  were  procured  at  different  times,  both  by  the  town  and 
by  individuals,  which  in  the  end  occasioned  no  small  dilli- 
culty,  in  consequence  of  the  clashing  of  boundaries,  the 
description  of  which,  in  deeds,  were  frequently  inconsistent 
and  obscure. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1643,  a  soldier  was  convicted  bciore 
the  court  of  sessions  at  Gravesend  of  having  left  his  station 
while  on  guard,  and  was  punished  by  being  compelled  to  sil 
upon  a  wooden  horse  during  the  parade,  with  a  pitcher  in  one 
hand  and  a  drawn  sword  in  the  other  ;  to  show  tliat  he  loved 
beer  more  than  his  duty,  and  that  his  courage  was  always  to  he 
determined  by  the  quantity  consumed.  At  a  ioicn  mcetiiii]', 
^September  27,  1644,  it  was  voted  that  those  as  should  have 
Boweries,  (farms,)  should  have  fifty  morgen  of  upland,  wjth 
meadow  proportionable  to  their  stock;  and  it  was  fu aher 
ordered,  that  if  any  did  not  build  a  habitable  house  by  the  hi.n 
of  May  next,  should  be  defaulted,  and  forfeit  their  land  to  the 
town."  The  records  of  this  town,  which  u'ere  kept  uniformly 
in  the  English  language,  are  still  preserved  almost  entire.  They 
commence  with  the  year  1615,  and  for  a  series  of  years  are 
chiefly  occupied  with  records  of  wills,  inventories,  letters  of 
administration,  and  a  variety  of  private  contracts,  h:iri;r>ins, 
sales,  6cc.  In  January,  164S,  the  town  elected  iSerL^ant 
James  Hubl^ard,  a  man  of  respectability  and  inllucnc",  to  exe- 
cute the  office  of  a  scout  or  constable,  which  was  consid-jn  d 
of  much  importance.  On  the  14th  of  April,  If^ll^,  John 
Furman  agreed  with  the  town  to  keep  tlieir  calves  tlirce 
months  for  twenty  ;:;uildcrs  a  month,  to  be  paid  in  inoiu  ij^ 
iohaccOj  or  corn,  and  soma  Liliers,  if  desired,  hi  rddrcli,  1()50, 
it  was  required  of  every  owner  of  a  lot  of  ground  to  pay  one 
o;uildcr  toward  the  common  charges  of  the  town,  to  be  <"ollected 
and  paid  by  i^dr,  Sdllweli  and  Jos.  Tilton.  In  Decembt^r  of 
the  same  year  it  was  ordered  that  every  man  should  fence  the 
head  of  his  lot  upon  the  town  square,  with  a  sulRciency  of 
palisades,  by  the  middle  of  April  next.  Within  this  palisade 
enclosure,  which  included  the  original  town-plot  of  ten  acres, 
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the  inhabitants  secured  tlieir  cattle  during  the  night,  and  them- 
selves also,  when  apprehensive  of  danger  from  the  natives  ;  in 
which  case  an  arm.'d  guard  was  employed.  That  wolves 
were  both  plentiful  and  mischievous  at  that  time,  appears  from 
the  fact,  that  on  the  Sth  of  August,  1650,  three  guilders  were 
offered  for  each  wolf  killed  in  the  town,  and  two  guilders  for 
a  fox.  It  was  ordered  also  that  every  man  be  provided  with 
a  gun,  a  pound  of  powder,  and  two  pounds  of  lead  or  bullets. 
Every  owner  of  a  house  was  likewise  required  to  provide  him- 
self a  ladder  of  twenty  feet  or  more  in  length.  It  was  also  voted 
and  agreed  in  town  meelitii:,'-,  that  whoever  should  transgress, 
in  word  or  deed,  in  defuuin^-,  scandaliziiig,  slanderin^q*,  or 
foUely  accusing  any,  to  iiic  breach  of  tlic  ]>eace  and  the  re- 
proach of  the  place,  should  JsulTer  condign  punishment  accord- 
in^'  to  his  demerit,  as  should  he  tliought  meet  by  the  magis- 
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in  the  year  1G50  the  following  persons  are  ascertained  to 
have  been  inliabuants  and  freehold^-rs  of  the  tov\'n  : 


Willia.n  Goal  iin^, 
Jacob  Swart, 
Waller  Wa;l, 
Charles  Morgan, 
Peter  Suiison, 
John  Cock, 
John  Li;is, 
Lawrence  Johnson, 
Jo  in  BriiU^'iiaina, 
Wihiam  Wilkins, 
Tohn  TiUor!, 


Jo'.iii  V.m  CU-ef, 
Thomas  S{)icer, 
Hal;.h)  L'ardei;, 
Jam  ■<  'Jrov  T, 
Car  ^011  Johnson, 
Thoraas  Baxter, 
Wiliiain  Uowne, 
Tia'ioas  \S' hit  lock 
K!<')!n.d  Gibson, 
R  c!..ir.i  Sioiu, 
Jan.rs  Hubb  ird. 


William  Nicolls, 
Etlvviud  Bri)wn, 
John  Thonrias, 
Lady  Deborah  Moody,. 
ElizabRlh  Applegate, 
John  Bowne, 
John  Peters, 
John  Applegate, 
Lyman  Lav, 
Thomas  Morrell, 
James  Curlear. 


In  165-1  Governor  Stnyvcsnnt  rejected  certain  persons  who 
had  been  notuiiiatciJ  l>y  the  town  for  magistrates,  and  submitted 
for  his  approbation  ;  ihcsc  wore  Baxter  and  nubl)ard,  who  had 
rendered  themselves  obnoxions  to  liis  displeasure  by  their 
fidelity  to  the  people,  and  tlieir  opposition  to  the  arbitrary 
measures  of  Ids  ad  nmistr;uion.  This  pn)duced  great  ofiVnce, 
and  the  popular  indiirnation  rose  to  so  high  a  pitch,  that  his 
Exc'llency  Ibiind  it  expedient  to  go  in  person  to  Gravesend. 
la  order  to  allay  the  general  excitement,  he  was  induced  to 
avail  hiiHself  of  the  popularity  and  influence  cf  the  Lady 
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Moody,  and  even  committed  the  appointment  of  the  mas^istrates 
to  her  discretion.  Whether  this  remarkable  woman  continued 
here  till  her  death,  or  returned  again  to  New  Eiiofland,  is  not 
certainly  known.  It  is  supposed,  that  while  slie  remained 
here,  she  occupied  the  farm  of  the  late  Van  Brunt  Maiiaw,  now 
owned  by  Samuel  Smith,  Esq.,  and  one  of  the  best  in  the 
county.  It  appears  that  the  neighboring  Indians  were  some- 
times troublesome  to  the  white  settlers  ;  and  on  one  occasion 
a  considerable  body  of  Indians  from  the  Main  attacked  the 
place,  assaulting  the  house  of  the  Lady  Moody,  and  would 
have  destroyed  her  and  her  fomily,  (as  they  did  Lady  Ann 
Hutchinson  and  her  party  a  short  time  before  at  Throg's 
Poiiit.)  had  they  not  been  overpowered  by  the  number  and 
courage  of  the  inhabitants.  Upon  the  Dutch  records  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  the  state,  is  the  following  entr}',  bear- 
ing date  March  25,  1G43: 

"  Whereas,  in  some  time  past,  several  misunderstanding!;  liavf-  taken  pirt.-c 
between  the  savages  of  Long  Island  and  our  nation,  by  wiiich,  fro:n  boili  bidf^. 
the  blood  has  streamed  upon  the  land,  the  houses  have  been  robbed  and  i  urtied, 
Vv'ith  the  killing  of  th^,  stock  and  carrying  otVthe  corn  by  the  Indians,  so  ii  is, 
that  betv/een  us  and  them,  who  already  foilow  the  banner  of  iheir  ci'^at  chief, 
PennotcitS,  a  solid  peace  has  been  establishcfl,  so  that  all  injuries,  from  whatever 
side,  are  hereby  forgivi;n  and  forgotten." 

A  confirmation  patent  for  this  town  was  ol'taincd  from 
Governor  Nicolls  on  the  13th  of  August,  IGGS,  m  winch  tlie 
boundaries  do  not  vary  from  those  described  in  the  pat-ait  of 
Governor  Kieft  in  1614.  An  additional  patent  was  is-uvd  on 
the  Lst  of  July,  1070,  by  Governor  Francis  Lovehice  ;  which, 
after  reciting  the  most  material  parts  of  the  ori_:iii;a  Dutch 
patent,  and  the  bounds  therein-mentioned,  proceeds  as  lo.iows: 

"  Know  ye,  that  by  virtue  of  the  commission  and  auth.oriiy  u:.U)  nio  LM^cn  by 
his  Royal  [iighness,  I  have  ratified,  confirmed,  and  gvanied,  and  by  these  pre- 
sents do  ratify,  confirm,  and  grant  unto  Thonuis  Dulavall,  Es |.  Mr.  James 
Hubbard,  Ralph  Cardall,  SVilliani  Bovvne,  John  TiUon,  WillKmi  Goulding, 
and  Samuil  Spicer,  as  patentees,  for  and  on  be'.ialf  of  th-nnseivt-s  and  thei--  asso- 
ciates the  freeholders  tiiid  inhabitants  of  the  suid  town,  tiieir  iielrs,  successors, 
and  uasign*,  all  the  fore-mentioned  quantity,  tract,  and  parcel  of  land,  togflher 
with  the  inheritance  of  nil  Coney  Island,  (reserving  only  the  privilege  of  erecting 
huis  f)r  fishing  and  drying  of  nets  there  u{>on  occasion  for  all  persons  who  sliail 
undertake  that  design  for  the  public  good.)  Including  all  the  land  within  a 
stretching  frotu  the  utteiiau^t  purl  of  the  suid  Island,  unto  the  southsramost 
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part  of  Antony  Janscn's  Old  Bowry ;  their  east  bounds  being  the  Strome  Kill, 
which  conies  to  the  marsh  or  Fly  of  Mntlicw  Gerritsen's  land  aforementioned. 
As  also  the  raeadow-gi-ound  and  uiiland  not  specified  i}i  their  former  patent :  con- 
cerning which  there  have  been  several  disputes  and  diflerences  between  tl\e  inha- 
bitants of  the  said  tovrn  and  their  jieighbor  Francis  Brown,  the  wldch  in  part 
were  issued  both  by  my  predecessors  and  myself,  but  since  fully  concluded  and 
determined  between  them  by  articles  of  agreement ;  the  which  articles  I  do  hereby 
confirm  and  allow,  with  all  h.ivens,  quarries,  rivers,  &'C.  Given  under  my  hand, 
and  sea!  of  the  Province  at  Fort  Junies  in  New-York,  this  first  day  of  July,  in 
the  22d  year  of  his  iMajeiiies  Reign,  Anno  Domini,  1070. 

'*  Francis  Lovkla.ce* 

Mathias  Nicolls,  St.c." 

On  the  2Gtli  of  March,  ITTT,  an  agreement  was  entered  into 
between  the  towns  of  Gravcsend  and  New  Utrecht  in  relation 
to  their  boundaries,  which  was  confirmed  in  the  patent  granted 
by  Governor  Dc^ic^an  on  the  lOih  of  September,  16SG.  The 
bor.iidaries  mentioned  in  this  ii^strument  are  as  follows  : 

"  Beginning  at  the  wcsti-riim«;st.  jiart  of  a  certain  place  called  Coney  Island,  and 
from  thence  to  tin  westernai  )?■  p.irt  of  Anthony  Jansen  and  Robert  Pennoyer's 
land;  and  so  from  thence  by  Xcn^-  Utrecht  fence,  aecording  to  agreement,  to  the 
bounds  of  FlaLbui.li,  and  fii):u  tht  ucc  alojig  John  Ditma^  his  land  unto  tliQ 
bounds  of  IMatlauds.  upon  a  liiie  ;i._:r(:ed  upon  beiv/een Flatlands and  Gravesend, 
which  from  John  Ditmas  his  land,  runs  to  a  certain  bound  stake,  and  from  tlience 
to  a  white-oak  tree  marked  and  ^•a!lding  near  Nesv-Utrecht  wagon  path,  and  so 
to  the  north-west  corner  of  .Albcnt  liu;  weaver's  hel  l,  and  so  going  to  a  certain 
marked  white-oak  tree  that  .si.".ds  by  the  highway  side  in  the  Hollow,  and  from 
thence  runniiig  along  i!ie  1  JnHaw  to  I'lc  h'-'ad  of  a  certain  creek  commonly  called 
and  known  by  t!ie  name  of '.he  ^:r>)nic  Kill,  and  along  the  said  creek  to  the  main 
Ocean,  and  so  along  the  sea-.s;  ic  to  the  westernmost  part  of  Coney  Island." 

The  patentees  in  tliis  hi^trumeni  are  James  Hnbbard, 
John  Tilton,  Jan.,  William  Goulder,  Nicholas  Stillwell,  and 
Jocham  Guilock;  and  t!ie  quit-rent  reserved  was  six  bush- 
els of  good  winter  iiu  rdiantablc  reheat,  to  be  paid  on  the  20th 
day  of  March  annually,  for  his  Majesty's  use,  at  the  city  of  New- 
York,  for  ever. 

At  a  court  of  Stssiaiis  held  at  Gravesend^  June  21,  1076, 
John  Cooke  and  John  TiUon,  being-  Quakers,  and  refusing  to 
take  the  oath,  were  ordered  to  ^^ive  their  engager:ient  to  Mr. 
Justice  Hubbard  to  pertorm  tlicir  office  as  overseers,  under  the 
penalty  of  perjury.''  '=At  the  same  court,  holden  Dec.  17, 1679. 
Mr.  Jos.  Lee,  deputy-sheriiT,  presented  Ferdinandus  Van  Strick- 
land for  refusing  to  give  entertainment  to  a  stranger  who  came 
from  Huntington  about  business  at  this  court ;  upon  which  the 
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court  do  order,  that  if  the  said  Ferdinandus  docs  not  make  his 
submission  to  the  sheriff  cind  the  justices  to-morrow,  that  he 
be  dismissed  from  tapping.  It  is  beheved  that  many  of  the 
Friends  who  settled  in  this  town  removed  to  New  Jersey  at  or 
about  the  time  of  the  visit  of  George  Fox  to  Loii^^  Ihhiiid  in 
the  year  1672. 

Coney  Island^  on  the  sea-board,  is  a  place  of  great  resort 
for  strangers  in  the  summer  season,  is  constantly  fanned  by 
cool  sea  breezes,  and  affords  an  unlimited  view  of  the  oceau. 
It  is  separated  from  Long  Island  by  a  narrow  creek  or  inlet, 
over  which  a  handsome  bridge  has  been  erected.  A  large  and 
spacious  hotel  is  established  here,  called  ,  the  Ocean  IIuusc, 
and  hitherto  conducted  in  a  superior  manner.  A  rail-road  is 
attached  to  the  establishment,  with  cars  leaving  tlie  hotel  for 
the  beach,  a  distance  of  eighty  rods,  at  particular  intiTvals 
during  the  day.  The  bathing  at  this  place  is  not  surpab^^id 
by  any  in  the  Uuited  States.  ']'he  beach  is  a  beautiful  white 
^and.  The  island  is  about  five  miles  long  and  one  wide,  and 
is  entirely  of  alluvial  formation.  The  eilect  of  severe  ocean 
storms  has  long  been  visible  here,  and  much  of  what  was  ouco 
Coney  Island  has  disappeared.  It  has  been  cuniucturtd  by 
some  persons  that  Coney  Island  proper,  two  hutidnd  years 
ago,  lay  at  the  entrance  of  Sandy  Hool:,  and  sepriraied  frum 
the  present  Coney  Island  by  a  channel  of  con,>id(:jaL!.j 
width,  wliich  is  supposed  to  have -been  entirely  dLinn;:>]i.  tl 
by  a  storm  about  the  year  1715.  It  is  well  jiscerEaiucd, 
that  in  1643  there  was  a  convenient  harbor  fur  ve:<els  oi 
a  large  size,  which  is  now  in  a  great  measure  ailed  up. 
The  exposed  situation  of  this  island  subjects  it  to  the  encroacli- 
ments  of  the  sea,  and  to  be  entirely  destroyed  at  some  future 
period.  In  the  terrible  gale  which  occurred  upon  the  coast  on 
the  26th  of  January,  1S39,  the  whole  of  this  island,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  sand-hills,  was  completely  inundated  by  the 
sea;  the  basement  story  of  the  Ocean  House  was  filled  with 
water  ;  the  bridge  v/as  carried  away,  several  small  vessels  cast 
upon  the  shore,  and  in  one  instance  carried  to  a  considerable 
distance  toward  Flatlands. 

The  first  church  built  here  was  by  the  Dutch  in  1655.  It 
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was  rebuilt  ia  1770,  and  siood  till  1833,  when  the  present 
church  was  erected.  It  is  located  in  the  village  of  Gravesend, 
upon  one  of  the  original  squares  of  the  town-plot  made  by 
the  first  settlers,  and  near  the  place  where  the  court-house 
formerly  stood.  Here  the  court  of  sessions  was  held  till  the 
Ridings  were  abolished  in  1(3S5,  after  which  it  was  removed  to 
Flatbush.  AH  the  lands  in  this  town  were  laid  out  in  refer- 
ence to  the  village  plan,  the  exterior  lines  of  most  of  the  farms 
converging  towards  this  centre  like  the  radii  of  a  circle. 
The  soil  of  this  town  is  light  and  sandy,  yet  it  is  generally 
well  cultivated  ;  and  the  surplus  produce  of  the  farms  is  suppos- 
ed to  exceed  forty  tliousand  bushels  of  diflcrent  kinds  of  g.'-ain 
annually,  wLiich  is  a  pennaneut  uiine  of  wealiri  and  independ- 
ence to  its  inhabitants,  tiieir  number  being  seven  hundred. 

In  many  Dutch  patents  tiieie  was  a  clause  requiring 
the  patentees  and  their  associates,  after  the  expiration  of  ten 
years  from  the  date  thereof,  to  pay,  by  way  of  quit-rent,  to 
the  ofovernor,  or  his  asfent  lawfully  authorized  to  receive  the 
same,  one  tentli  part  of  all  the  produce  of  the  lands  cultiv^ated 
by  tliem  ;  and  as  dilTicuhies  and  disputes  sometimes  occurred 
in  reference  thereto,  Governor  Stnyvesant  issued  a  preremptory 
order,  on  the  6th  of  June,  lijni),  prohibiting  the  inhabitants  of 
Flatlands,  Flatbush,  and  Brooklyn  from  removing  their  crops 
of  grain  from  the  fields  until  the  lythcs  reserved  by  their  patents 
had  either  been  taken  or  commuted  for. 

The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  the  commission  issued  by  the 
governor  to  the  magistrates  ot  the  several  Dutch  towns: 

Furl  Amsterdam,  April  24,  1660. 

Loving  Friend cs: 

Out  of  the  )io>n)iiatiu}f  preserited.  iDito  us  ire  have  maade 
choice^  as  yo}i  mriy  knnwc  bee  thccsc  presents  ojf  I'unis  Giiis- 
beri,  the  ivhich  icce  for  the  i/care  folloiringe  doc  confirme  and 
establish  ffor  mui^islraate  of  the  iowne  culled  Neic-Amers  forte, 
reqnrrin2:e  all  and  evenj  one  ir/iome  these  inay  conrerne  to 
csteeme  the?7i  as  our  elected  and  confirmed  niagestraalc  ff'or  the 
low/ie,  so  after  /nee  respects,  I  rest,  your  lovlnge  friende  and 
Governor. 

"P.  Stnyvesant.^' 
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Form  of  a  Commission  from  Lieut.  Governor  Licsler. 

By  tJie  Lieut.  Gov.  and  commander  in  chieffe^  cVc.  By 
mrtue  oj'  the  authoritie  unto  niee^  I  doe  hereby  authorise  and 
empower  you  Jacobus  Van  De  Water  to  be  Clark  and  Beiris- 
ter  for  Kings  County,  giving-  you  JJ'uIl  yoicer  and  authoritie 
to  acte  and  officiate  therein  as  a  Clark  may  and  ought  to  doe^ 
and  this  commission  to  continue  till  I  receive  further  orders 
from  his  Magesty  King  William.  Given  under  my  hand 
and  seal  20  off  Dec.  16S9. 

"  Jacob  Licsler:'' 

TOAVX  OF  FLATLANDS. 

This  town.  cr.Iled  by  the  Dutch  New  Amersfortj  is  bor.ndcd 
northerly  by  Fiatbush,  southerly  by  Jamaica  Bay,  and  wes'erlv 
by  Gravesend.  Bcirren  Island,  situated  upon  the  west  side  ot" 
Rockaway  Inlet,  and  at  t!ie  mouth  of  Jamaica  Bay,  is  ati.iched 
to  this  town,  and  the  south  part  of  the  town  is  iudentcd  hj 
numerous  small  bays.  Along  the  shore  of  Jamaica  Boy  is  aii 
extensive  sait-niarsh,  which  yields  abundance  of  fiay  of  an 
inferior  quality.  With  the  exception  of  t!iis  marsh,  tlicre  are 
no  waste  lands,  the  whole  being  divided  into  farms  well  culu- 
vated  and  productive  The  settlem^mt  Wiis  commi  nc'jd  in 
1636,  cotemporaneously  with  Gravesend  ;  and  one  ot  the  hrst 
grants  tor  land  was  that  lor  Barren  Island,  whicli  wn^  at  ihai 
time  a  great  deal  larger  than  at  present,  and  v/as  also  t  ovri  '.  d 
with  cedar  and  other  timber.  The  woods  have  Iohl"  since 
disappeared,  and  much  of  the  island  is  composed  of  s<i:id-hills, 
affording  bat  a  scaiity  suhsi.-tence  to  a  few  cattle.  I'.x  tiosor- 
nor  YaP.  Twiller  had  a  farm  in  this  tovn  at  the  time  of  the 
first  settlement,  and  called  Van  Twdler's  B<)wery  f^^r  a  long 
time  after.  The  village  of  Flatlands  is  a  very  pr'-ity  spot,  in 
the  centre  of  which  is  the  Dutch  church,  originally  erected  in 
1661,  and  has  since  been  tvrice  rebuilt. 

By  the  DuK'e's  laws,  passed  in  1 665  m  relation  to  pubhc  olficers^ 
it  was  declared  that  tlie  '-Overseers  shall  be  eight  in  number, 
men  of  good  tame  and  lite,  clioscii  bytiie  plurality  of  voyces  of 
the  freeholders  in  each  town,  whereof  foure  shall  remain  in 
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their  office  two  years  successively,  and  foure  shall  be  changed 
for  new  ones  every  yeare ;  v/hich  election  shall  preceed  the 
election  of  constables,  in  point  of  time,  in  regard  the  constable 
for  the  yeare  ensuing-  is  to  bee  chosen  out  of  that  number  which 
are  dismist  from  tlieir^  office  of  Overseer." — Tiie  following 
is  a  copy  of  the  oath,  administered  to  the  overseers  elect : 
"  Whereas  you  are  chosen  and  appointed  an  Overseer  for  the 
towne  of  filatlands.  you  doe  sweare  by  the  Ever-Living-God.diat 
you  will  ffaitlifully  and  diligendy  discharge  the  trust  reposed 
in  you,  in  relation  to  tlic  publiquc  and  towne  atHiires,  accordinge 
to  the  present  lawes  cstablish.ed,  without  favoure,  afTection,  or 
partiality  to  any  person  or  cause  v/hicli  shall  fall  under  your 
cognizance  ;  and  at  times,  when  you  shall  bee  required  by  your 
superiors  to  attend  the  private  dilferences  of  neighbors,  you 
will  endeavor  to  reconcile  them :  and  in  all  causes  conscien- 
tiously, and  according  to  the  best  of  your  judgment,  deliver  your 
voyce  in  the  towne  meetings  of  constable  and  overseers.  So 
help  you  God.''  It  w;',s  the  duty  of  the  overseers,  together  with 
the  constable,  to  h(>!d  Toicn  Con/is,  for  the  trial  of  causes  under 
five  pounds.  Tliey,  with  tlie  constable,  were  frequently  to  ad- 
monish the  iijliabitants  inslructtlicir  children  and  scrvanls 
hi  niaiters  of  rtHifinn  and  ihc  laircs  of  the  country  ;  to  ap- 
point cm  oiilcer  to  record  every  man  s  particular  marke,  and 
see  each  man's  liorse  and  colt  branded."  The  constable  and 
two  overseers  were  to  jniy  tlie  value  of  an  Indian  coat  for  each 
wolf  killed;  and  '-cause  the  v/r)!rs  iiead  to  be  nayled  over  the 
door  of  the  constiilile,  lliore  to  reuiaine ;  as  also  to  cut  off  both  the 
ears,  in  tok-en  that  tiu;  hrad  is  brought  in  and  payd  for." 

The  custom  of  puiiiiig  Dutch  inscriptions  upon  tombstones, 
which  v/as  tlio  gi-:;',  ral  practice  in  former  tinies,  was  continued 
as  late  as  1770;  and  some  may  be  seen  even  of  a  much  later 
dote  in  many  of  the  buryinL::-grounds  in  this  county.  For 
the  last  fifty  years  tfjo  li^nglish  language  has  been  generally 
adopted  in  epit.iphs  and  inscriptions.  Many  hidividuals,  and 
even  families,  ein|iioy  the  Dutch  language  in  their  ordinary 
intercourse  wiih  each  other  at  this  day. 

An  extraordinary  interview  took  place  on  the  2d  of  Aprd, 
1691,  between  th::  Governor  of  New- York  and  a  Sachem  of 
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Long  Island,  attended  by  his  two  sons  and  twenty  other  In- 
dians. The  Sachena,  on  being  introduced,  congratulated  Go- 
vernor Slaughter,  in  an  eloquent  manner,  upon  his  arrival,  and 
claimed  his  friendship  and  protection  for  iiimseif  and  liis  people ; 
observing  also  that  he  had,  m  his  own  mind,  fancied  ]\is  Excel- 
lency as  a  mighty  tall  irec^  with  wide,  sjireading  hr cinches  ; 
and  therefore  prayed  leave  to  sloop  under  the  shadow  thereof. 
Of  old  (said  he)  the  Indians  were  a  great  and,  mighty  people^ 
but  now  they  are  reduced  to  a  mere  handjal.  He  concluded 
his  visit  by  presenting  the  governor  with  thirty  fathoms  of  wam- 
pum, which  he  graciously  accopled,  and  ordered  the  Sachem  to 
attend  him  again  in  the  aftern<;>oa.  Oji  taking  leave,  the  young- 
est son  of  the  Sachem  handed  to  llie  olficer  in  attendance  a  bun- 
dle of  brooms,  saying  attiie  .same  limc,  tliat  as  Leisler  and  his 
party  had  left  the  house  very  ftnil,  lie  iiad  been  advised  to  bring 
the  brooms  with  him  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  clean  again." 
In  the  afternoon  the  Sachem  and  his  pariy  again  attended  the 
governor,  who  made  a  speech  to  ilicm,  and  on  receiving  a  few 
presents,  they  departed.  To  exl;ibit  the  relative  value  of  some 
kinds  of  property,  the  following  is  extracted  from  an  in- 
ventory of  the  etlects  of  a  deceased  person,  which  was  taken 
December  16,  1719:  A  negro  v>-tjicli  and  chikl,  valued  at  £(30; 
while  five  milch  cows,  live  calves,  ihr(H3  young  bulls,  and  two 
heifers,  were  valued  together  at  £20  only. 

From  the  XtwYork  Gazette  of^Augi/ft  J 3,  17S1.  '-'On 
the  nio-ht  of  the  4th  inst.  the  crew  of  a  rebel  whak^-boat  from 
New  Jersey  landed  near  rkillands  on  Long  Iskand,  and  robbed 
the  house  of  Col.  Lott  of  about  six  luindrcd  })0unds,  and  car- 
ried off  with  them  tv.'o  of  his  skives.  They  also  robbed  the 
house  of  Captain  Lott  of  a  cou.-iderable  amount  of  specie." 

The  surface  of  this  town  is,  as  Us  name  indicates,  a  perfect 
level ;  the  soil,  a  light  sandy  1  )am,  wunn  and  |)!eaGant  to  till ; 
and  from  the  skill  and  hidii>try  of  its  fuming  population, 
yields  a  large  amount  over  :uid  a'.ove  the  wants  of  the  inha- 
bitants. The  people,  generally,  are  conspicuous  for  habits  of 
economy  ;  and  modern  lashions  liave  not  yet  extirjguished  their 
love  of  simplicity  and  substantial  comibrt.  Tlie  character  of 
the  inhabitants  is  tolerably  well  portrayed  by  the  traveller, 
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James  Stewart,  when  he  says  that  '^some  of  the  farmers  of 
Long  Island  aro  wealthy,  but  are,  in  general,  contented  to  live 
comfortably  and  liospitably,  v/itli  all  the  ordinary  necessaries 
and  conveniences  of  life,  v/ithont  ostentation  or  parade,  and 
without  seeming  to  care  so  much,  as  other  classes  of  people  in 
this  country  do,  about  money."    To  satisfy  any  doubts  that 
may  be  entertained  in  regard  to  the  prevalence  of  good  order 
and  morality  in  this  and  the  adjoining  towns,  the  compiler 
considers  the  following  facts  as  affording  pretty  satisfactory 
evidence.    Elias  llid^bard,  Esq.  a  respectable  magistrate  of  this 
town,  states  that  ho  has  held  tlic  ollice  of  justice  of  the  peace 
therein  for  more  than  twelve  years,  and  in  that  period  trans- 
acted most  of  the  judicial  business  for  Flatlands,  Flatbush, 
New  Utreciii,  and  Gravesend  ;  ond  during  the  whole  time  had 
scarcely  a  dozen  trials,  and  only  two  suits  in  v/hich  a  jury 
was  demanded  ;  that  another  gentleman  held  the  office  of  jus- 
tice in  the  town  of  Gravesend  for  eight  years,  wliahad,  during 
that  period,  but  one  jury  tnal;  and  even  in  that  one  case  the 
ditference  was  compromised  by  the  parties  before  the  jury  had 
delivered  their  verdict  into  court.    Such  a  pacific  temper  is 
honorable  to  the  people,  and  creditable  to  the  government  under 
which  they  live. 

It  was  upon  Barren  Island  that  the  notorious  pirate,. 
Gibbs,  and  his  associates  in  crime,  secreted  a  portion  of  the 
money  which  they  had  plundered  upon  the  high,  seas,  part  of 
which  only  was  recovered.  The  names  of  the  pirates  were 
Charles  Gibbs,  Tiiomas  Wansley,  Robert  Dawes,  and  John 
Brownrig.  Tiie  last  of  v/hom  saved  his  life  by  beconiing  a 
witness  against  his  companions,  who  were  convicted  and  exe- 
cuted upon  Gibbet  Island  in  the  harbor  of  New- York,  in  tlie  fal' 
of  1830. 

TOWN  OF  NEW  UTRECHT. 

This  tov/n  is  b>nnded  north  by  Brooklyn  and  Flatbush,  east 
by  Gravesend,  and  west  and  south  by  Gravesend  Bay  and  the 
Narrows  opposite  Staten  Island.  It  was  settled  in  1G54  by 
about  twenty  families  from  Hollandj  and  a  fev^^  Palatines:  who 
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at  first  erected  a  block-lionse,  as  well  for  security  against  the 
natives  as  from  the  hordes  of  wandering  savages,  robbers,  and 
pirates,  which  at  that  time,  and  for  several  years  after,  infested 
the  country  and  adjacent  coast  to  such  a  degree  that  the  inter- 
position of  the  government  became  necessary  for  the  more 
complete  protection  of  the  inhabitants,  who,  from  their  position, 
were  peculiarly  exposed  to  their  predatory  excursions.  The 
population  of  this  part  of  the  country  increased  in  a  very 
moderate  degree  compared  v/itli  other  places  in  the  vicinity, 
in  consequence  of  the  constant  danger  apprehended  from  the 
attacks  of  enemies  ;  and  the  first  stops  taken  to  organize  a  se- 
parate community  was  in  IGGO,  when,  on  application  to  the 
governor,  he  appointed  a  scout  or  constable  for  the  town,  to- 
gether witli  a  secretary  or  clerk,  ami  an  assessor,  with  pov/er  to 
make  a  division  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  held  in 
common  ;  to  cause  tlic  same  to  be  enclosed  and  cultivated  ;  to 
lay  out  a  street  or  highway  through  thevilknge;  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  erection  of  a  place  of  defence,  with  a  mill 
in  it,  and  a  well  by  it,  at  tlic  common  ciiarge  of  the  people  ;  to 
decide  differences  among  individuals,  and  do  as  other  subaltern 
village  courts  were  accustomed  to  do.  In  1662  a  patent  was 
obtained  from  Governor  Stuyvesant,  by  whicli  the  inhabitants 
were  not  only  confirmed  in  the  several  purcliases  and  divisions 
of  land  already  made,  but  were  vested  with  the  right  of  pre- 
emption of  all  the  remainin::^  lands  not  inckK-K;d  in  tlie  patents 
previously  granted  to  tlic  adjoininij  towns.  By  this  patent  they 
were  partially  incorporated,  with  jiower  to  build  a  town,  to 
elect  magistrates  subject  to  theap|)roval  of  (lie  govenior,  and  to 
hold  town  courts  for  the  trial  of  causes  not  exceeding  in  value 
five  pounds.  On  the  ir)th  of  Auirust,  1666,  two  years  after 
the  conquest  of  Nev.''-York,  another  patent  or  grant  of  confirma- 
tion was  issued  by  Governor  Kicliard  Nicolls,  in  wliich  the 
Ixjundaries  of  the  town  are  described  as  follows  : 

"All  that  tract  of  land,  toiroth-r  vith  ilic  sfv.-ral  purcels  of  land  which 
already  have  bcca  or  heroaftfr  -sh.iii  l«e  pur-liaf  d  w  procured  for  or  on  behalf  of 
the  said  tuwn,  whether  l"ro:ij  the  native  li)dian  pr.ipri-.turs  or  others,  witiua  the 
bouiiJs  and  limits  heri^inat'tfr  si  t  firth  and  (■x!'r(.*-.->i  :  tluii  is  to  say,  the  bounds  of 
the  said  tuwn  b'--gin>  froni  Nay;i'.-k-i'o:ii; ,  .sti -.icliin;^  aluncrsithc  Bay  to  the  land 
belou^iu^  to  nVancis  Uruyiii)  and  from  tlioncc  run  iiito  tlie  woods  dong  the  said 
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ffrancis  Bruyin's  land  to  theland  heretofore  belonging  to  Pcobert  Pennoycr,  near 
upon  a  north-east  line,  twelve  hundred  Dutch  rods;  from  which  they  goe  again 
in  a  direct  line  to  the  North  River,  ruiinin^^  three  hundred  rod,  to  the  north  of  the 
whole  Hook  or  Neck  of  land  ;  and  then  again  alongst  the  North  River  to  Nay- 
Eck-Point,  comprehending  wiihiu  the  said  bounds  or  limits  twenty  lotts  as  they 
are  now  layd  out." 

The  paucity  of  the  records  of  this  town,  as  well  as  the  great 
difficulty  of  decyphcring  those  that  remain,  render  it  impossible 
to  obtain  from  them  much  information  in  relation  to  the  early 
history  of  its  inhabitants  ;  and  the  little  we  have  been  enabled 
to  procure,  has  been  derived  from  extraneous  sources. 

It  was  olf  tlie  shores  of  this  town  that  the  squadron  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Kiciiard  Nicolls,  destined  as  the  future 
English  governor  of  New-York,  anchored  in  1664 ;  and  the 
Urst  communication  addressed  to  tlie  Dutch  governor  bears 
date  on  board  the  ship  Guyney,  riding  before  Nayack,  on  the 
20th  of  August  of  that  year.    The  place  at  that  time  known 
by  this  name,  is  near  the  present  site  of  Fort  Flarailion^ 
and  is  a  delightful  place  of  residence;  being  in  sight  of  the 
ocean,  it  commands  a  full  view  of  all  the  shipping  leaving 
and  entering  the  harbor  of  New- York,  and  steam-boats  passing 
down  the  Bay.    It  has  now  become  an  important  military 
station   by  the  construction    of  a  fort  and  batteries,  and 
the  maintenance  of  a  considerable  garrison  for  the  defence 
of  the  harbor.     Several  handsome  buildings  have  likewise 
been  erected,  and  few  situations  can  bonst  of  a  more  sublime  and 
beautiful  prospect.    A  liandsonic  Episcopal  church,  called  St. 
John's,  was  built  a  few  years  since,  and  adds  much  to  the 
appearance  of  the  place.    In  1S3G  a  company  was  incorpo- 
■rated  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  rail-road  from  Brooklyn  to 
Fort  Hamilton,  Bath,  and  Coney  Island,  which  has  not  yet 
been  undertaken,  but  which,  if  accomplished,  would  make  each 
of  them  places  of  more  extensive  resort  than  heretofore.  The 
village  oi  New  Utrecht  is  pleasantly  situated  on  a  fme  plain, 
nine  miles  south  of  Brooklyn,  containing  a  Dutch  Reformed 
Church,  and  about  fifteen  dwellings.    This  church  was  ori- 
ginally built  in  1700,  and  was  occupied  during  the  revoiution, 
as  most  of  the  oilier  Dutch  churches  were,  for  a  store,  Iiospital, 
or  prison,  as  suited  the  convenience  of  the  enemy.    The  pre- 
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sent  church  was  erected  nearly  upon  tlie  site  of  the  old  one  in 
1820.  It  is  a  substantial  stone  ediiicc,  and  an  important 
feature  in  the  general  aspect  of  this  delisrhtlui  spot.  Bath 
House  and  village  is  upon  tlie  margin  of  tlie  Bay,  a  mile  or 
two  south-east  from  the  Narrows  or  entrance  of  the  harbor,  in 
full  view  of  the  military  works  and  the  commerce  of  the  l^ay. 
It  has  for  many  years  been  a  favorite  place  of  resort  for  sea- 
bathing. Here  is  a  large  and  well-kept  public-housCj  with  a 
lawn  in  front,  beautifully  sliaded  by  trees,  where  tire  luxury 
of  the  ocean  breezes  may  be  enjoyed  in  their  fullest  extent 
during  the  heat  of  summer.  It  is  the  nearest  watering-place 
to  New- York,  and  new  accommodations  have  recentlybeeo  erect- 
ed within  a  short  distance  of  the  beach,  which  conmiands  a  most 
charming  prospect  of  the  ocerui.  It  was  near  this  deiiglitfiil 
spot  that  the  British  army,  copunandod  by  Sir  AVilliam  Howe, 
protected  by  the  guns  of  their  lleet,  landed  on  the  22d  of 
August,  1776,  and  followed,  a  few  days  after,  by  the  disas- 
trous battle  of  Long  Island.  South  of  ilie  lulls  the  surface 
of  the  town  is  perfectly  smooth  and  level:;  but  along  tiie  shore 
of  the  Narrows  it  is  rough  and  uneven.  The  woody  ridge 
that  borders  the  town  is  the  wstern  tcrniination  of  the  ranffe 

o 

which  extends  to  the  eastern  part  of  Southold,  and  is  denominat- 
ed the  riclgo  of  a  spine  of  Long  Island.  Tlie  shad-lishery  of 
the  tov.'n  is  one  of  the  most  importan.t  and  vahiable  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  in  wliich  niany -of  tiio  inhabitants  engage 
at  the  pf0[)er  season,  and  lind  it  a  prulit-iblc  employment.  It  is 
affirmed  that  ten  thousand  of  these  tish  have  been  caught 
here  at  a  single  draught.  On  digiring  a  U-w  le"t  bch^w  the 
surface,  some  years  ago,  at  the  Narr(;ws,  mnre  than  a  v/agon 
load  of  Indian  stone  arr-nv-huads  were  discovijn.'d  lying-  toge- 
ther, under  circumstances  calcnkited  to  induce  a  belief  that 
a  large  manufactory  of  that  indispensable  article  of  Indian 
warfare  must  once  have  existed  at  that  [fiace.  They  were  of 
all  sizes,  and  from  one  to  six  inches  ni  Icngdi  ;  some  perfect, 
others  [)artly  finished ;  together  with  blo(:ks  of  the  like  kind  of 
stone  in  the  same  condition  as  when  br<night  from  the  quarry. 
They  had  the  appearance  of,  and  were  nearly  as  liard  as  ordi- 
nary Hint  ;  from  which  not  only  arrov/  heads  were  Ibrmcd,  but 
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axes  and  other  articles  of  domestic  utility.  It  must  ever 
remain  a  matter  of  astonishment  how  these  native  artificers, 
destitute,  as  they  were,  of  the  kjiowledgo  or  possession  of 
tools  of  iron,  could  form  and  polish  with  such  exquisite 
art  so  many  various  instruments  from  so  hard  a  material. 

In  the  3/ear  16G3  one  of  the  clergy  of  this  town  was  accused 
before  the  court  of  sessions,  of  having  performed  the  ceremony 
of  his  o.cn  marria^^e,  ond  that,  too,  while  he  had  another  v:ife 
living.  The  reverend  gentleman  pleaded  his  own  cause,  and 
alleged,  by  way  of  excuse  for  so  novel  a  procedure,  that  his  first 
wife  had  eloped  from  him  v/ithout  cause  ;  and  being  minded  to 
take  another,  he  conceived  ho  had  as  good  a  right  to  execute 
the  ceremony  for  himself  as  for  any  other  person.  Tliis 
mode  of  reasoning  did  not,  it  seems,  satisfy  the  court.  The 
marriage  w\as  declared  void,  and  the  delinquent  was  fined 
in  two  hundred  guilders,  forty  beaver-skins  ;  and  also  forty 
guilders  more  for  his  insolence  and  impertinence  to  the  court 
In  addition  to  the  patents  before-mentioned,  another  wtis  grant- 
ed by  Governor  Dongan  on  the  13th  of  May,  IGSG,  of  which 
the  following  is  an  extract : 

"  TnoMA?  Doxgav,  Li"u:.  Governor  niTl  Vice  Adnurall  of  Nev/-Yorke  and  its 
<Jeper^dencies  under  his  M.'iu  .-.:y  Juries  the  II,  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  England, 
Sco'.land,  France  and  IrcLuii,  Kii;:,  iJefcnder  of  the  faith,  &c.  Supreanie  Lord 
and  proprieter  of  the  C.j'.ony  j;.d  i'l x  v  in,!c  of  New-Yorke  and  its  Dev  cndencies  in 
America,  &c.  To  all  who-i  ■  ii.:s  -.hall  come,  scndeth  greeting.  "Whereas  there 
is  a  certain  Towne  in  Knii:  ;:  Cwu;/./  on  Long-Island,  commonly  called  and 
knowue  by  the  name  of  v.  -l,'::  '  ij^guuiing  at  the  North-East  corner  of  tlie 
Land  appurtaining  to  Mr.  r  r.ih.s  Van  Icroet  ok  called  Goanus  to  the  Bounds  of 
Flattbush  Pattent  and  soc  r.!o-..'  the  s  nd  hoanis  of  the  said  Pattcnt,  and  strotehing 
from  thence  Soutii-E:v-5t  ai,d  b\  South  till  tliey  mecte  the  Limitts  cf  Fiuttlands, 
Graveseiid,  a.nd  the  said  Uir'  -h'..  ;ind  fium  th:nce  along Gravesend  Bounds  to  the 
Bay  of  the  North  IVivi.r,  ;t:,d  si  ;/  n'j^-us  the  i,;i;d  I3ay  and  River  till  it  meets  tlie 
Land  of  the  said  Paulas  ^^ln  i  r!)  ;"k- as  according  to  severall  agreements  and 
v/ritein^s  and  thepa;t<  nt  huui  (  J  'vern'>r  Richard  Nicholls,  dated  in  the  year  lOtjG. 
And  whereas  epplieacori  h.i'h  to  ivice  been  made  by  persons  deputed  from  tlie 
aforesaid  Towne  of  New  -Utr-  chi  for  a  confirm.ation  of  the  aforesaid  Tract  of 
Land  and  premi-^es;  now  Ivtiov.  e  Vee,  that  by  Virtueofj  &c.  I  have  Given,  Grar.- 
ed,  Ra:'.f;i.d  and  ConnrnuJ,  uu'l  by  these  presents  doe  Give,  Grant,  Ratify  and 
Coafirme  unto  Jackues  C'>rt'  !!'>ur,  Ruth  Joost.Mi,  Joh.n  Verkerke,  Hendrick  Ma- 
ihyso,  Jolm  Kicrsen,  John  Viuidyck,  Guisbert  Thyson,  Carel  Van  Dyck,  Jan 
VanCi'.of /-'ryn  Jansen,  Meyisdert  Coerten,  John  Hansen,  Barept  Joosten,  Tennis 
Van  Pelt,  ilendrick  Van  Peii,  Lawrence  Janse,  Gerrit  Cornelisson,  Dirk  Van 
Stutohen,  Tlioiuc^s  Tierksuu,  Gerrii  ^Stotielson,  Peter  Tliyson,  Anthony  Van 
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Felt,  Anthony  Duchaiiie,  Jan  Van<ieventnr,  nnd  CorncHs  Wynhart,  on  Behalf  of 
of  themselves  and  theii-  associates,  the  present  Freehol'lers  and  Inhabitants  of  t!:e 
said  Towne  of  New  Utrecht,  their  lli'irs,  Successors  and  Assigns;  All  and  singu- 
lar, &c.  To  have  and  to  h"hl  the  said  Tract  and  parccll  of  Land  with  their 
and  every  of  their  a[)purtenances  to  thetn  the  saidJackues  Corteljour,  &c.— To 
bee  liolden  of  his  said  Majesty,  liis  llbiros  and  Successors  in  free  and  common 
Soccage,  according  to  the  Tenure  oi  Eu-ii  Greenwich  in  the  County  of  Kent  in 
his  Majestyes  Kingdome  of  England  ;  Yeilding,  Rendering,  and  paying  therefor. 
Yearly  and  every  year,  on  every  rive  and  tv,-entyeih  Day  of  March,  foreever,  six 
bu-shels  of  good  Winter  mercl-.antaiilc  Wheate  alt  thee  Citty  of  New-Yorke,  &c. 
Given  under  my  hand,  and  seal'.d  vriih  ilie  sea!e  of  the  Province  att  Fortt  Jarnes, 
in  New-Yorke,  the  ISih  day^of  May,'l(;'^i;,  aivj  in  ilic  2nd  yeareof  his  Majestyes 
P».eigne. 

"  Thomas  Dongan."        *  L  S  ^ 
♦  ******  » 

May  it  please  your  llonr.r, 

'■jThe  Atiurny  G-nerjll  h;uh  I'Mus.  d  tliis  Patb  nt,  and  finds  notliing  con- 
tained therein  prejudicltdi  to  his  M.ij<  -.ycj  Iniercjit. 

"  Ja.  Graham." 

In  1706  the  negroes,  wlio  !);ul  l*econio  numerous  both  in  the 
city  of  New- York  and  the  adjoininp;  country,  were  at  times  so 
disorderly  and  dangerous  to  the  }ieace  and  safety  of  the  people, 
that  the  o^overnment  was  compelh'd  to  take  measures  for  re- 
straining their  depredations  upon  the  community.  A  proclama- 
tion was  issued  by  ihc  governor  for  tliis  purpose  in  the  words 
following ; 

"Whereas  I  uni  informed  that  sevril  !.e::roes  in  Kind's  County  l;avc  asscm,- 
bled  themselves  in  a  riotous  manner,  v.-iuv!.,  if'nut  prevtmaJ,  may  {iroveof  ill  corr 
sequence;  You,  the  Ja>,:ice-i  ofth.'  nf.\-  •  m  liio  s;ii.j  e  )uii:y,  are  herebv  required 
end  commandc.J  to  t.ike  ail  pru]..  r  i:.-  ih  fur  ih^  .st  i/.nig  and  apprehending  all 
such  negroes  as  shall      r>u!i  I  to  h  :  a  1  n      -h  nuinner  as  atbresaid,  ov 

have  run  away  or  a!  ,•>  :!. tVoju  tLi  ;r  r;j.ih%.  rs  i-r  owners,  whcrehy  there  nmy 
be  reason  to  susp  :<n  tii'  la  ..f  pr.u  tt.M  s  or  d.  -!.:u^  ;  nnd  to  secure  th.jtn  in  safe.- 
custody;  and  ifa)"iy  y;\  rv^'v.  tj  s;;!-:;';:,  t!.._u  to  //-c  ujiwn  ihMu,  LUl  or  dc- 

strmj  them,  if  tiiey  Ciiv:  ,■/(»/,  oth'rv.-i-.;  letaken  ;  anJ  for  so  d"ing  this  sluvil  be  youv 
sufficient  warrant.  Given  under  my  hand,  at  tort  An.nc,  the  i>3nd  day  of  July,- 
1706. 

"  CORNBURY." 

In  the  clerk's  oflice  is  the  copy  of  a  proclamation  issued  on 
the  IGthof  June,  17 SO,  by  James  Jvoiiinson,  a  British  officer^ 
styling  himself  captain-general  ai)d  L;Ov.'rnor-in-chief  in  and 
over  the  province  of  New-York  ;  by  winch  the  inhabitants  of 
Long  Island  are  p^ero m]'f.only  leijiured  to  furnish  a  sutliciency 


456 


HISTORY  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 


of  wood  for  the  barrack-yard  in  New-York  ;  that  King's  Coun- 
ty shall  ^Qi  fifteen  hm  id  red  cords  :  Q,ueen's  (Jounty/o?^-  thou- 
sand  five  himdred;  and  the  western  part  of  Suflblk  County,  in- 
cluding Huntington,  Islip,  Smithtown,  and  Brookhaven,  three 
thousand  cords  ;  all  to  be  cut  and  carted  to  the  landing  by  the 
15th  of  August  next  ensuing.  And  the  inhabitants  of  Southold, 
Southampton,  and  Easthavnpton,  were  specially  required  to  cut 
upon  tlie  wood-lands  of  WiUiani  Smith  and  TVilliar/i  Flcnjd, 
(notorious  rebelsj)  in  tliose  parts  nearest  to  the  landing  by  Mas- 
tic-Xecl^.  three  thousand  cords,  to  be  ready  by  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember; and  for  wiricli  tiicy  were  to  receive  at  the  rate  of  ten 
shillings  per  cord.  Tliis  rcipiisition  it  was  made  highly  penal 
to  neglect,  and  those  wl^o  did  so  weie  severely  punished  ;  in- 
stances of  which  were  nol  nnconimon. 

On  the  26t[i  of  Ivlay,  1S3G,  an  act  of  the  legislature  was  pass- 
ed to  incorporate  the  New  Utrecht  Dock  and  Steam-Boat  Com- 
pany, but  as  yet,  it  is  bulicvcd,  nothing  lias  been  dane  to  cai'ry 
this  very  desirable  measure  into  operation. 

TOWN  OF  FLATBUSII. 

This  town,  called  by  the  Dutch  Midwout,  or ]Middle  Woods, 
is  bounded  north,  by  Brooldyn  and  Bushwick,  and  a  small  part 
of  Q.ueen"s  County  ;  cast  by  Jamaica ;  south  by  Jamaica-Bay, 
Fiatlands,  and  Grav':sciid;  and  west  by  Gravesend  ;  being  of 
an  irrce^ular  shape,  containing  an  area  of  about  seven  thou- 
sand acres,  most  of  which  is  under  cultivation.  The  settlement 
of  this  town  was  begun  in  1051,  and  the  next  year  a  patent  or 
ground-brief  was  obtained  from  Governor  Stuyvesant,  authoriz- 
Hig  the  iidiabifants  to  erect  a  town  or  plantation,  with  the  usual 
privileges  of  other  towns  under  the  Dutch  jurisdiction  ;  and  un- 
der which  the  settlers  managed  their  public  concerns  during  the 
remainder  of  his  administration.  In  October,  iG67,  application 
was  made  to  Governor  NicoUs  for  a  patent  of  confirmation  and 
assurance  of  their  lands  and  boundaries ;  and  on  the  11th  day  of 
the  same  month  one  was  issued  unto  Mr.  Jonannes  Megapalen- 
sis,  one  of  the  mimsters  of  the  city  of  New- York,  IMr.  Corne- 
lius Van  lluyven  one-  of  the  justices  oi  the  peace,  Adrian  Hege- 
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man,  Jan  Snedegefj  Jan  Stryker,  Frans  Barents,  (Pastor,)  Jacob 
Stryker,  and  Cornelius  Janse  Bougaert,  as  patentees  for  and 
on  behalf  of  themselves  and  associates,  the  freeholders  and  in- 
habitants of  the  said  town,  their  heirs,  successors,  and  assigns, 
for  the  premises  described  tlierein,  as  follows  : 

"  All  yt  tract  \vt  ye  s  overall  parceUs  of  huid  \vh  already  have  or  hereafter  shall 
be  purchased  or  procured  for  and  oa  ye  bfhalf  of  ye  sd  town;  whether  from  ye 
native  Indian  proprietors  or  others,  wt  in  tlic  b.iur.ds  and  limits  hereafter  set 
forth  and  expresst ;  That  is  to  say,  boiindvd  to  ye  south  by  yc  hills,  and  to  the 
north  by  ye  fence  lately  sett  between  thcia  and  the  tov/n  of  Amsfort,  alias  Flat- 
lands,  beginning  at  a  certain  tree  stmdii^  j;  upon  ye  Little-Flats,  marked  by  ye 
order  and  determination  of  severall  arl  iiratoro  appointed  by  me,  to  view  and 
issue  ye  difference  between  yc  two  towns  concerning  the  same,  \vh  accordingly 
tliey  did  upon  the  17th  of  October,  luod,  and  to  ye  cast  and  west  by  the  common 
woodlands,  including  tv/o  tract.s  hcieiofort;  called  by  ye  names  of  Curler's  and 
Twillcrs  flatts  wh  lye  to  ye  East  of  ye  town  ;  As  also  a  parcrll  of  meadow 
ground  or  valley  on  yc  lla^t-iicri'-i-e..^:  side  of  Canaros^-c  planting  land,  and  hav- 
ing to  ye  South  ye  men  Juw  ground  behvigin.:  to  Amsfort  a!s  Fiatbush,  according 
to  ye  division  madi'  by  an  Ea^t  liu'-  runmi)-  lialf  a  point  northerly  between  them 
without  variation  of  ye  Comp  i.ss,  and  .so  to  go  to  ye  mouth  of  ye  creek  or  Kill, 
wliich  said  meadows  were  on  ye  COth  of  April  last  by  common  consent  staked 
out  and  by  my  approljation  allowed  of." 

On  the  12th  of  Noveraber,  a  further  confirmatory  pa- 
tent was  executed  by  Governor  Thomas  Dongan  to  the  follow- 
ing persons  named  theruin  as  paieiittjos: 


Cornelcus  Vanderwick,  Jo!m  S.;rykt  r, 

John  Okie.  John  R>i.Misdcn, 

Joseph  liegeman,  Jarob  Ilcnd.-ii^k' 

Art  Jansen  Vanderbilt.  Dnr^^k  \'a;v:'  ril 

Lafl'ord  Peterson,  Hendnek  Rid:, 

^Yilliam  Guiliani~on,  Pcier  Lott, 

llendrick  William-;  DmwA  Vui.v  :>va^ 

Peter  Guiilianis,  Corni  hns  V ^ad' 

Arien  R.yers,  Din  ek  Ji.l>p.>wu, 

Peter  Stryker,  Il-oghu,:  Imuv 

premises  arc  in  ih''^  ;  t''  'j 
known  by  the  name  of  >.iid  J'.vou 
the  nioutli  of  ye  fress  IIiU,  and  s< 
Armsford  and  Fiatbush  uiead'iv.  s,  ai 
to  a  certain  white  cake  m  ir!vt  tr  c  ;  ; r, 
westernmost  point  of  a  S;n.iii  i>l  i:.  i 
bridge;  and  from  iheare  wrii  a  s'.rii 
of  the  ditch  of  Jlmiu  Okie's  nw.idow  ; 


John  Johnson, 
Petimus  Lewis, 
Oriie  Johnson, 
Jan.  Jansen, 
William  Jacobs, 
I  lend  rick  liegeman, 
Jin  Stryker, 

0  invi  Lubberts, 

1  Iviiis  Bo;raert, 


.^;>  .^  .:j"A  C'^riujn  town  in  King^s  County 
ih.is  i'^i.-itiiu-:!!,  i:ie  bounds  v.  hereof  begin  att 
along  by  a  cr-ain  (iiieh  v.  liich  lyes  betwixt 
>.■<■  juiiMii;.:  ^'.Kujgst  the  ditch  and  fence 
;;,d  ;i>);i)  th'  )!.  e  nppon  a  straiglit  line  to  the 
iid  lying  before  John  Striker's 
:.■  n'.ri!i-\,'t  St  hooke  or  corner 
'.•  iice  ulongst  the  said  ditch  and 
fence  to  the  swamp  of  t'i2  Fn-iSi-Kdl,  ao  1  al 'Ogst  the  swamp  and  hollow  of 
the  aforesaid  Kill  to  ihe.  Luid  of  Ivrt  v.  i.  r's  ho'.ke;  thru  alon-st  the  same  to  a 
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marked  white  oak  tree;  from  tliencc  with  a  straight  line  to  a  black-oakc  rnarki 
tree  standing  uppon  the  nortti-east  side  of  Twikler's  I'laiis,  having  a  small  snip 
of  flatls  upon  the  south-east  side  of  the  line,  and  soe  from  thence  to  a  whiie-oar: 
tree  standing  to  the  west  side  of  iVlustahole  upon  a  small  island,  leaving  a  snip 
of  fiatts  in  the  Flattlands  bounds  ;  and  from  thence  lo  a  certain  rnarkt  tree  or 
stump  standing  by  the  highway  which  goes  to  Flattlands  upon  the  Little  Fiatts, 
about  twenty  rod  from  Fiattbusli  Lotis,  and  soe  alongst  the  fence  six  hundred 
Dutch  rodd  to  the  corner  of  Flai'.bubh  te.Mce,  and  soe  alongst,  by  llie  rear  of  the 
Lotts  to  a  sassafras  stunij)  stiuidir.g  m  Cornelius  Jansen's  Bowery  lott  of  land  ; 
and  from  thence  with  straight  iiric  lo  a  certain  old  marked  tree  or  stamp  standing 
by  the  rusli-pond  under  tiic  iiills,  and  so  along  upon  the  south  side  of  the  hill 
till  it  comes  to  the  v/eit  end  of  ilui  long  hill,  and  .soe  along 'j}ion  the  south  side 
of  the  said  hill  til!  i:t  CMu:es  to  tlv;  ousl  end  of  the  long  hill :  and  tlien  with  a 
straight  line  from  the  ca.-'.  tuJ ih<_  s;i:d  long  iii-ll  to  a  mavk'd  whlte-oake  tree 
standing  to  the  v/est  side  of  the  I'.'nd'j  near  the  place  called  the  gale  or  porte  cf 
hills,  and  so  from  liie  t;ast  mdo  of  (ho  porte  or  gale  along  zipon  the  south  side 
of  the  n^aiiie  hills  as  liir  as  Biowkhn  patient  dotli  extend,  and  soe  along  tl:c  said 
hills  to  the  bounds  of  Jamaica  paitc  nt ;  inA  from  thence  with  a  southerly  line  to  tiic 
Kill  or  creeke  by  the  cast  of  the  riv.nd-er's  rv'eck,  and  sue  alon-gst  the  said  Kill  tc 
the  sea,  as  according  to  tiie  st-vcrai  deeds  or  purchases  from  the  Indian  owners, 
the  pate)it  from  Govtrr-.oy  Nicv^Iis,  an.i  the  award  between  Browkline  and  the 
town  of  Flattbush,  as  by  rt;;-  rence  th.eiPto  will  fally  and  at  large  3[)pear." 

On  the  17th  of  Dec(Miihor,  1054,  Governor  Stiiyvesanty  who 
seems  to  hav&exerciscd  entire  authority  as  well  in  ecclesiastical 
as  in  civii  and  niilitary  aliairs,  irave  orders  that  a  house  of  pub- 
lic worship  should  l)e  ereciod  in  this  town, sixty  feet  long, 
thirty-eight  wide,  and  fourteen  feet  in  height  below  the  beams.*-' 
And  on  the  9th  of  I'ebruary,  1655,  he  issued  his  commands 
that  the  people  of  Brooklyn  and  Araersfort  sfiould  assist  the 
people  of  .Alidwout  or  1^'iatbu'sh  in  getting  timber  for  the  house. 
In  September.  llU)l.'.  ll.ose  wlio  had  the  charge  of  the  bnildiiig 
reported  that  it  had  cost  lour  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  guilders  ;  of  which  sum  three  thousand  four  liundred  and 
thirty-seven  had  bet-n  collected  in  New  Amsterdam,  Fort 
Orange,  and  on  Loiig  Inland.  Upon  which  the  governor  con- 
tributed out  of  the  f.uhlic  funds  four  hundred  guilders,  leaving 
a  balance  of  eight  hundred  f.crainst  the  church.  In  June,  1656^ 
the  governor  directed  (he  inhoi)itants  of  Brooklyn,  Flatbush, 
and  Flatlands,  lo  enclose  a  place  in  each  of  them  with  pali- 
sades for  their  common  defence.  In  1G60  tlie  Rev.  Mr. 
Polhemus  petitioned  the  governor  to  have  a  window  placed  in 
the  church,  which  re<[uest  was  granted;  and  it  bemg  reported 
that  the  church  vs-as  mdobted  to  tiie  amount  of  six  hundred  and 
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twenty-four  guilders,  it  was  ordered  to  be  satisfied  out  of  the 
treasury  as  soon  as  funds  should  be  received.  Complaint 
being  made  that  the  minister  was  inattentive  to  his  calling, 
attending  only  once  a  fortnij^lit^  and  then  oi]ly  for  a  quarter  oj 
an  hour,  gi^'hig  the  people  a  ^nayer  instead  of  a  sermon^  the 
governor  gave  orders  tJiat  he  shnuld  attend  more  diligentli/ 
to  his  ivorkJ^  October  1,  1673,  an  ordinance  of  tfie  governor 
and  council  was  published,  enjoiriing  it  upon  the  sheritT  and 
constables  to  take  care  that  tho,  refoniv^d  relii^ion  be  maintained, 
to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  sects.  It  is  supposed  that  the  first 
Dutch  church  erected  in  this  country  was  one  built  in  the  city 
of  New  Amsterdam  in  if)  12,  nlthoni^h  a  society  had  been 
organized  as  early  as  lG;i\).  And  the  inhabitants  of  Kin^-'s 
County  attended  religious  worsliip  in  ifie  city  until  the  church 
was  built  in  Fiatbush  as  above-mentioned.  Tlie  Rev.  Eve- 
rardus  Bogardus  was  the  first  minister,  and  officiated  in  tiie 
city  from  j63S  to  1617  ;  and  v/ns  succeeded  by  tlie  Rev. 
Johannis  IMegapolensis,  who  cnntinuefl  till  the  conquest  iti  1664. 
The  latter  gentlem;m,  with  .lohu  Suedicor  atid  John  Stryker, 
were  the  persons  appointed  to  superintend  die  erection  of  the 
church  here,  wiiich  stood  nearly  on  the  site  of  the  present 
Dutch  church.  It  was  directed  to  l^e  in  the  form  of  a  cross; 
and  the  rear  part  of  tfie  building  was  reserved  and  fitted  up  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  nn!ii>ter  and  his  family.  The 
original  subscription  list  of  tliis  churelri'^  still  preserved  among 
its  records,  and  shows  tlie  naujes  of  ifie  ijiliabitants  of  the 
Dutch  towns  at  that  time.  A  chnrcli  was  ordered  to  be  built 
at  Flatlands  in  166:^,  and  comp'a.ted  th.o  next  year;  another 
was  erected  in  Brooklyn  in  16^''),  which,  wiili  the  one  in 
Fiatbush,  being  associate  cfiurch-'s.  constituted  but  a  single 
congregation,  and  were  under  llie  jvasioral  care  of  the  same 
minister.  The  Bev.  Johannis  roihtmus  was  employed  to 
preach  soon  after  the  erection  of  the  ciiureh  at  Fiatbush,  wi^h 
a  salary  of  one  thousand  and  forty  Liuilders,  (about  four  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  dolIar>.)  n-year,  rai  -  d  fe/  assessment  upon  the 
towns  in  which  he  officiated.  He  v.'a.s  required  by  the  gover- 
nor, in  March,  1056,  to  preacli  every  Sunday  morning  at 
Midwout ;  and  in  the  ai'ternojn,  alternately  at  Aniersfort  and 
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Brooklyn.    In  1660  the  Rev.  Hcnericus  Selwyyi  was  instLiUed 
at  Brooklyn  by  order  of  the  governofj  at  a  salary  of  six  hun- 
dred guilders  a-year,  one-half  to  be  paid  by  the  people,  and  the 
other  half  by  Father-land  or  Holland.    He  resided  in  Nev/ 
Amsterdam ;  and  in  1GG2  the  inhabitants  of  Brooklyn  petitioned 
the  governor  that  he  should  be  required  to  reside  among  them. 
The  governor  agreed  to  pay  a  part  of  his  salary,  provided  he 
should  preach  at  tlie  Bowery  every  Sunday  evening.    At  the 
conquest  he  returned  to  Holland.    Mr.  Polhenms  died  June  9, 
1666.    In  1667  the  churches  engaged  the  Rev.  Casperiis  Van 
Ziiren,  who  remained  about  the  jicriod  of  ten  years,  when  he 
returned  again  to  Europe.    The  Rco.  James  Clark  was  the 
next  minister,  who  remained  till  1 695  ;  and  was  followed  by 
the  Rev.  William  Luiiardus^  who  died  in  1702.    The  Rev. 
Viceniius  Antonides  was  settled  in  1706,  and  continued  till 
his  death  in  171-i.    His  successor  was  the  Rev.  Beniardiis 
Freeman,  v;ho  remained  till  the  close  of  life  in  1741.    In  1742 
the  church  engaged  t!ie  ser  vices  of  the  Rev.  Johannes  ArondiuSj 
but  who,  in  1747,  removed  to  New  Jersey.  The  Rev.  Anthony 
Curlenius  was  settled  as  an  associate  minister  in  1730,  and 
remained  till  his  death  in  1750.    The  Rev.  Ulpianus  Van 
Sinderen  was  employed  in  1747,  about  which  period  much 
controversy  arose  in  the  churches  touching  the  necessity  of 
foreign  ordination ;    the  opinion  being  entertained  by  great 
numbers,  both  cl.^rgy  and  laity,  that  ministers  should  be  or- 
dained in  Holland.  This  unhappy  schism  continued  for  several 
years  to  agitate  the  cluuxlies,  to  interrupt  their  peace,  and 
retard   their   prosperity.     Tliese   dissentions  having  much 
abated,  the  Rev.  John  Caspar  Rubel  was  in  1760  eujployed 
as  a  colleague  of  3Ir.  Van  Sinderen.  but  was,  for  some  reason, 
deposed  from  the  uiinistry  in  17S4.    The  death  of  ]\Ir.  Van 
Sinderen  took  place  in  1796.    The  Jlev.  Martinns  Schoon- 
maker  was  settled  in  17S5,  and  continued  till  his  death  at  an 
adviuiced  age  in  1S24,  and  with  him  terminated  the  practice  of 
preaching  occasionally  in  the  Dutch  language.     The  llev. 
Peter  Lowe  became  an  associate  minister  of  the  churches  in 
1787,  wlicre  he  ren)ained  to  the  end  of  his  life  in  1718. 
The  church  built  here  in  1663  stood,  with  occasional  repairs, 
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till  1717.  when  it  was  succeeded  by  raiotlier,  built  of  stone. 
This  building  fronting  the  east,  luid  a  lar^e  double-arched  door- 
way in  the  centre  ;  a  steep  quadrangular  roof,  with  a  small  steeple 
rising  from  the  middle.    It  was  sixty-five  l)y  lifty  feet,  the  pul- 
pit being  in  the  west  side.    It  was  repaired  and  altered  in 
1775,  at  an  expense  of  more  than  seven  hundred  dollars  ;  but  in 
1 794  it  was  taken  down,  and  the  present  large  and  commodious 
edifice  erected,  which  cost  about  twelve  thousand  dollars.  It 
was  completed  in  December,  1796,  v.-uh  a  fine  bell,  imported 
from  Holland,  and  presented  to  the  church  by  John  Vanderbilt^ 
Esq.    In  1S18  the  churches  of  Fi^itbush  and  Flatlands  united 
in  settling  fhe  Rev.    Waller  Mnnfci/h,  who  removed  in  a 
short  time  therealter;  and  in  \S'S2  was  settled  their  present 
highly  respected  clergyman,  the  ilev.  Tliomas  1\L  Strong.  In 
1624  a  new  congregation  was  orL^anizcd.  and  a  church  erect- 
ed in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town,  called  New-T^otts,  from 
the  circumstance  of  the  land  having  b(?en  divided  or  allotted 
among  the  inhabitants  at  a  later  period  tlian  some  otiier  sec- 
tions of  the  town..   Tl  e  soil  is  generally  of  a  good  quality, 
and  by  careful  cultivation  is  made  highly  productive.  The 
village  of  Flatbush,  situated  about  four  miles  from  the  City 
Hall  of  New- York,  is  hardly  excelled  by  any  other  as  a 
place  of  residence.    The  spirit  of  improvement  lias  reached 
this  delightful  spot,  and  several  splendid  private  edifices  have 
been  erected,  bearing  all  the  insiLrnia  of  taste  and  opulence.  A 
softer  or  more  ngreealde  laiidscape  tlian  is  Iiere  presented,  is 
seldom  met  v/ith.     Its  surf  ice  is  an  inclined  plane,  elevated 
abont  fifty  f  et  above  the  ocean,  toward  v.-!iicli  the  descent  is 
regnlar  and  gradual.     Tliv  rourt  hnuse  of  thi*  county  was 
erected  here  in  10S5,  and  iho  courts  contiiined  to  {)o  held  there- 
in till  it  was  destroyed  by  lire  in  1^3-2.    St.  Paul's  Episcopal 
Church  in  tlie  village  was  !)uiit  in  lb'>f),  mainly  by  the  libera- 
lity and  munificence  of  one  of  its  citizens,  Mattliew  ClarksoUj 
Esq.,  and  is  a  neat  and  l]an(lM)me  tditice.  Erasinus-HaUj 
a  noble  accadrmicul  institution  liero,  v/as  incorporated  No- 
vember 20,  ITS/',  being  il'c  see<'nd  in  point  of  time  upon 
Long  Island.    It  has  always  maintained  a  high  reputation  as  a 
place  of  education,  and  its  pupils  are  diffused  over  almost 
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every  part  of  the  United  States.  The  building  is  not  only 
spacious  and  airy,  but  replete  with  every  convenience,  bav- 
ins: sufficient  grounds  about  it,  filled  with  ornamental  trees 
and  shrubbery.  A  little  north  of  the  village  is  an  elevation, 
called  Prospect-Hill,  which  is  estimated  to  be  one  hundred  feet 
above  the  surrounding  country,  and  from  whose  summit  the 
view  is  sublime  and  beautitlil  beyond  description. 

The  Poor-House  of  tlie  County  of  Kings  is  located  a  sliort 
distance  from  the  village.  The  farm  contains  sixty  acres  of 
excellent  land,  which  cost  three  thousand  dollars.  The  maiu 
building  is  forty-four  feet  square,  with  two  wings,  each  sixty 
by  thlrty-tivc  feet.  The  wiiole  is  two  stories  in  height.  There 
is  also  a  building  detaclied  from  tiie.>e,  appropriated  for  patients 
laboring  under  infectious  diseases  ;  and  likewise  another  for  de- 
ranged persons,  where  the^bO  unfortunate  individuals  are  treat- 
ed with  tlie  attention  which  humanity  requires.  Surely  this 
benign  establishment  does  honor  to  tlie  county,  and  deserves 
the  imitation  of  every  otSier  in  the  state.  The  soil  of  this  town 
is  inferior  to  none  other,  and  improved  in  the  highest  desfree, 
furnishing  to  the  markets  of  Brooklyn  and  New- York  a 
large  quantity  of  produce.  I\Iany  of  the  farmers  are  wealthy, 
and  there  is  an  appearance  of  independence  and  opulence 
seldom  witnessed  in  many  otiier  places. 

TOWN  OF  RROOKLYN. 

This  tov;n,  the  whole  of  which  is  now  included  within  the 
corporation  of  t!ie  city  of  Brooklyn,  lies  upon  the  extreme  west- 
ern part  of  L')iJL(  I>iand,  opposite  the  southern  portion  of  tlie 
city  of  New- Voi'-c,  and  separated  theretVorn  by  the  East  River, 
which  is  iiere  ah. nit  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  width.  Tiie 
Icngtii  iVoin  nori!i-e>ist  to  south-west  is  six  miles,  and  its  great- 
est breadth  four  miles  :  o;ivin2f  an  area  of  nine  thousand  two 
hundred  acres,  most  of  wliich  lias  been  apportioi^ed  into  city 
lots.  Tiie  surlaee  is  high,  broken  and  stony  ;  and  the  more 
elevated  p  'ints  atibrd  beautiful  and  romantic  sites,  niLiny  of 
which  have  b.  L'n  built  upon,  and  are  not  excelled  in  elegance 
by  any  others  in  tlie  country.  The  soil,  in  common  with  the  whole 
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county,  was  origiaaily  claimed  by  the  Canarsce  Indians,  a  nu- 
merous tribe,  inhabitinir  chiefly  the  more  southern  parts  of  the 
county,  and  from  whom  the  title  to  the  lands  was  procured  by  the 
Dutch  2:overnnient,  The  situation  of  this  tribe  rendered  them 
peculiarly- obnoxious  to  invasion  from  their  savage  neighbors 
of  the  north,  and  it  has  been  supposed  that  they  were  once  tri- 
butary to  the  Mohawks,  and  obli^^od  to  conciliate  their  forbear- 
ance by  yearly  contributions  of  dried  clams  and  wampum.  At 
the  first  settlement  of  the  white  people,  the  Indians  were  per- 
si-.aded  to  withhold  the  accustomed  tribute,  being  promised 
protection  from  these  unjust  ex:ictions  of  their  enemies  ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which  they  were  unexpectedly  assailed  by  a  hos- 
tile force,  and  numbers  of  them  de.-^troyed  or  taken  captive. 

Tlie  name  conferred  upon  this  town  by  the  Dutch  was 
}3reucklen,  (or  broken  land  :)  and  in  the  act  for  dividing  the 
province  into  counties  and  towns,  passed  November  1,  1GS5,  it 
is  called  BreiicJclyn  ;  nor  does  the  present  appellation  appear 
to  have  been  generally  adopl',>d  until  after  the  Revolution. 
Many  changes  liave  doubtless  taken  place  upon  the  shore, 
and  it  is  believed  that  Governor's  l^iand  was  formerly  connect- 
ed with  Red  Hook  Point.  It  is  well  known  that  a  short  period 
previous  to  the  war  of  indep:'nd'-n<"e,  cattle  were  driven  across 
what  is  called  BuUermilk  Chaniiel,  now  snfliciently  deep 
to  atford  passage  to  ves^els  of  tliC  largest  class.  The  alteration 
is  no  doul^t  in  great  measure  attiibutabU'  to  the  vast  extension 
of  the  wharves  on  both  sides  of  tlie  river,  thereby  diverting 
the  course,  and  increasing  tho  for'^.-  o!  llie  currents.  The  first 
European  settler  in  this  tov\-n  is  su;  ed  lo  have  been  George 
Janscn  de  Rapeljc,  at  the  W'iiall.'O^dit,  or  \Vaalonns  l^ay,  during 
the  Directorship  of  IVter  ?\linnir.  iuuI  t  th--  charter  of  the  West 
India  Ci)mpany.  In  a  ftinily  record  in  the  possession  of  Jere- 
miah Johnson,  Escp,  it  is  stated  that  the  first  child  of  Rapelje 
was  Sarah,  born  in  lo2j,  uiiquestionably  the  first  white 
child  born  upan  Long  Island.  Watson  riays  she  was  born  on 
tlie  9l1i  of  June,  and  honored  as  the  !irst-born  child  of  the 
Duteli  settlers;  also  that,  in  conoid. .'ration  of  such  distinction, 
and  of  lier  widowhood,  ^he  was  aUerwards  presented  with  a 
tract  of  land  at  the  Wallabout.    S!ie  was  twice  married  ;  first 
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to  Hans  Hcm.^e-Bersrc/i,  by  \/I]om  she  had  six  children,  name- 
ly, Michael  Ilanse.  Juris  Jlansc,  Jan  Ilaiise,  Jacob  Ilansc, 
Brcckjc  Han.9e,  and  Manjtje  Hansc.  Her  second  husband 
was  Tennis  Gnisbcrlsc  Jio^^art^  hy  whom  also  she  had  six  chil- 
dren, namely,  Anrtie,  Anfje^  Neclje^  xivllje^  Catalijntjc^  and 
Guyshert.  Tlie  account  of  this  remarkable  woman  in  the 
archives  of  the  New- York  Historical  Society  contains  the 
names  of  the  persons  to  wliom  eleven  of  her  cliildren  were 
married,  and  tiie  j-'aces  v/iiere  they  settled.  The  twelfth, 
Brccl,je  Hansc,  Vv'eiit  to  IloUand.  In  the  journal  of  the  Dutch 
Council  in  1(35(),  it  is  related  that  "the  v/idow  Hans  Hanson, 
the  first-born  Chri>tian  daughter  in  New  Netherlands,  burden- 
ed with  seven  children,  petitions  for  a  grant  of  a  piece  of  mea- 
dow, in  addition  to  the  twenty  morgen  granted  to  her  at  the 
^Vaale-Boght."'  Tlierc  is  a  tradition  in  the  family,  that  the  In- 
dians, induced  by  the  circumstance  of  her  being  the  first  v\'hite 
child  born  here,  o-ave  tD  i^er  lather  and  liis  brethren,  the  other 
French  who  followed  them,  the  lands  adjacent  to  the  bay; 
hence  called  (says  Judge  l^enson)  //^■^  ircrr;/,(^-i?o,o-/t/,  corrupted 
to  Wallahoui  Bay.  A  few  of  tlie  other  associates  of  De  Ka- 
pelje  Avere  Be  Esruyiv^  Duryce^  I^a  Sillier^  Cersliow,  Con- 
scillaer.  Musscrol  :  tli'  sc.  with  some  changes  in  the  mode  of 
spelling,  are  still  Inniid  among  us.  It  appears  by  the  Dutch 
records,  that  in  1631  a  part  of  the  land  at  Red-Hook  was  the 
property  of  AVon.tir  I'wiiler,  being  one  of  the  oldest  titles 
in  the  town.  'Vlv  •  -'rii'  -t  deed  for  land  was  from  Governor 
Kieft  to  A'oraham  i^y  .ki.n,  in  1638.  The  oldest  grant  record- 
ed is  to  Thomas  lie-^i.-  r  in  1639.  This  must  he  considered  as 
the  commencement  of  permanent  Dutch  settlements  oJi  Long 
Island,  and  tlujre  i^  no  cvidtijce  of  any  direct  and  systematic 
efforts  being  uluI  ;  f  ir  the  purpose  till  this  period.  In  1611 
the  governor  and  ccfU no li,  in  order  to  strengthen  their  claim  to 
the  island,  consented  that  the  English  should  settle  under  their 
jurisdiction  on  talxm:,^  ilje  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Stales-Ge- 
neral and  the  DiUch  West  India  Company.  The  following 
grant  for  land  m  IT)  V2,  is  given  as  a  specimen  of  conveyances 
at  that  remote  pt-nod  : 
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By  William  Kleft,  Director  Gencr-il  and  Counsellor,  about  the  lii^h  and 
mi^xh^y  Lords,  the  States  General  of  the  Uiiitf  d  Low  Country,  and  his  higliuess 
of  Orange,  and  the  Lords  Conunander.s  of  the  privile^rod  West  India  Company, 
residing  in  the  New-Neiherland,  do  ratify  and  declare  by  these  presents,  that  we, 
upon  the  date  hereinafter  written.  diiJ  give  and  grant  to  Jan  Alanjc,  a  piece  of 
land,  greatly  twenty  morgan  stretching  about  south-east  one  lumdred  and  ninety 
rods  inward  the  woods  towards  to  Sasssian^  maise  land — long  is  tiie  limits  of  tlie 
said  maiseland  fifty  rod,  and  then  again  to  the  water  side,  two  Imndred  ai^d 
twenty  rod,  about  north  north-west,  well  so  northerly  and  along  the  strand  or 
Vv'ater  side,  seventy  rod.  AVliich  above-said  land  is  lying  upon  Long  Island,  be- 
tween Andries  Hiidde  and  Ciaes  Jansc  Unyt'T.  Witli  express  conditions,  <S:c. 
Dated  at  Fort  Amsterdam,  in  tlie  Xt  w-Zst  therlard,  the  llthday  of  September, 
1642. 

"  WILLIAM  KIEFT. 
By  order  of  the  Lord  the  Director  General,  and  Counsellor  of  New-Nelher- 
land. 

"  Ci'i:.\ni.ic.s  VA.\-Ti::xi50VE\,  Seo'ry." 

Between  the  years  lO-l 2  and  lG17i;rants  were  made  by  liis 
Excellency  Governor  Kieft,  to  diilorcnt  individuals  for  all  the 
lands  on  the  Brooklyn  shore,  from  IJcd-l  I. lok  Point  to  the  Wall- 
about  Bay,  which  were  generally  in  the  above  form.  It  is  be- 
heve.d  that  a  general  patent  ot'thc  town  was  granted  by  Gover- 
nor Stuyvesant  in  165T,  the  same  being  frequently  referred  to 
in  conveyances  between  individuals  at  an  altor-period,  and  is 
evident  from  ilie  following  extract  froni  the  records  :  August 
10th,  1695.  The  patentees  aii'l  frccIiohJr  rs  of  the  foinu  sold 
unto  Stephanus  Van  Cortlan<ll  the  /ifxl:  of  land  called  lied- 
Hook,  containing,  hy  estimation,  ffty  acres  ;  vhich  they  state 
in  their  deed  iras  formerly  isiren  and  srranted  to  the  toicn  of 
Broocklyn  in  the  year  1057,  by  Hovernor  Stuyrcsant,  the 
Dutch  governor,  Ihc/i,  at  that  tinu-,  ami  since  confirmed  by 
the  English  ci-on  rnors,  Aimlls  and  Donga nP  On  the  ISth 
of  October,  1007,  a  full  and  anij-le  pcaent  was  granted  by  Go- 
vernor Richard  Nicolls  to  J;n)  inverts,  Jan  Danien,  Albert  Cor- 
nelisson,  Paulns  Vecrbeeck,  .Michaul  l-kieyl,  Thoma.s  Lamberts, 
Tennis  Gnisbert  Bogari,  and  Joris  Jaeobson,  ns  patentees  for 
and  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  tbeir  associates,  the  freeholders 
and  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bn  ucklcn,  then'  heirs,  succes- 
sors and  iissisrns,  for  "all  that  tract,  toi^ether  with  the  several 
parcels  of  land  which  already  have  k-en  or  hereafter  shall  be 
purchased  procured  lor  aud  on  beh:iif  of  tlio  said  tov/n,  whether 
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from  the  natire  Indian  proprietors;  or  others,  within  the  bounds 
and  limits  hereafter  set  forth  and  expressed;  that  is  to  say : 

"  The  town  is  bounded  westward  on  the  f^irther  side  of  the  land  of  Mr.  Paulus 
Vecrbeck,  from  whence  strctcliing  south-east,  they  go  over  the  hilLs,  and  so  east- 
ward along  the  said  hills  to  a  south-east  point  which  tfikes  in  all  the  lotts  behind 
the  swamp;  from  which  said  lotts  they  run  north-west  to  the  river  and  extend  to 
the  farm  on  the  t'otlier  side  of  the  hill  heretofore  belonging  to  Hans  Hansen, 
over  against  the  Kicke  or  Looke-out,  including  within  the  said  bounds  and 
limitis  all  thr-  lotts  and  piantations  lying  and  being  at  the  Gowanis,  Bedford, 
"VVall?.boucht,  and  the  Ffrry.  All  which  said  parcels  and  tracts  of  land  and 
premist^s  within  the  botuuis  and  limitts  aforementioned,  described,  and  all  or  any 
plantation  or  plantiuions  thereupon,  from  henceforth  are  to  bee,  appertaine  and 
belong  to  the  said  town  of  P.rer.cklen  ;  togctlicr  with  all  havens,  harbors,  creeks, 
quarryes,  v/ood-land,  m.^adow-gi  ivar-.d,  rcrd-land,  or  valley  of  all  sorts,  pastures, 
marshes,  runs,  rivers,  hikes,  iiuiitiu.-,  fishing,  hawking,  and  fowling,  and  all 
other  proiitts.  commoditir  s,  cniuhnuv  lir.s,  and  hereditaments,  to  the  said  lands  and 
premises  witliiii  tlie  bounds  anci  li  -iius  afuresaid  belonging,  or  in  any  wise  apper- 
taining. And  withal  to  have  fi  eui'im"  of  commonage  for  range  and  feed  of  cattle 
and  horse  into  the  wood?,  as  wdl  v.'ithout  as  within  these  bounds  and  limitts, 
with  the  rest  of  their  ncigiibiu-.-: ;  also  one-third  part  of  a  certain  neck  of 
meadow-ground  or  valley  call.  d  S  li-.r's  Neck,  lying  and  being  within  the  lim- 
itts of  the  town  of  J.u.naitTa,  purchased  by  the  said  tov/n  of  Jamaica  from  the 
Indiau>,  and  sold  by  thciu  unto  riic  inliabitants  ol  Breucklen  aforesaid,  as  it  has 
•lately  been  laiu'  out  and  dividul  !iy  ilv-ir  nuitual  consent  and  my  order,  whcreunto 
and  iVoiu  v.-hich  tlicy  avo  likewise  to  liave  free  egress  and  regress  as  their  occa- 
sions nviy  r-  q  iirc.  And  that  ili^  iiluce  of  their  present  habitation  shall  continue 
and  retain  ih-  n.. in.;  of  Brcueklru,  by  which  name  and  stile  it  shall  be  distin- 
guished and  known  la  all  bargains  and  sales  made  by  them,  the  said  patentees, 
and  their  ass'i  :i  i"'  ■;.  tin  ir  lu  irs,  successors,  and  assigns,  rendering  and  paying 
such  duiici  and  a  ku  ;  >vi'  .j/inoms  as  now  are  or  hereafter  shall  be  constituted  and 
established  by  rii'  1  uv--  thi;  government,  under  the  obedience  of  his  Royal 
Higlirif.ss,  h;s  h  ir--  .uid  surces^ors.  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Fort 
Janaes,  in  JN'cwA'oik,  on  the  Island  of  Mauhattat,  the  ISth  of  October,  1GG7. 

"  lllCHAUD  NlCOLLS,"  *  ^  * 

in  1070  t!iij  inhabitaiits,  being  desirous  of  enlarging  the 
bounds  of  tiieir  cointnon  lands  by  extinguishing  tiie  Indian 
claim,  npplir-d  to  Governor  Lovelace,  and  obtained  from  him 
the  fuUownig  Hcense : 

'' r.-as,  the  inhabitants  of  Ereucklyn,  in  the  West  Riding  of 
*  L.  ^.  I     urkihire,  upon  Long  Island,  v/ho  were  seated  there  in  a  township 

by  th'^  authority  then  in  being;  and  having  bin  at  considerable 
charges  in  ch-aiing,  fp  iieing,  and  manuring  their  land,  as  well  as  building  flbr 
their  convenien -y  :  h  v.-c  reo  ij-ted  my  lycease  tor  their  further  security,  to  make 
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purchase  of  the  said  land  of  some  Indians,  who  lay  claim  and  interest  tlierein. 
These  are  to  certify  all  whom  it  may  conc<;rne,  that  I  huve  laid  doe  hereby  ^ive 
the  said  inhabitants  lycense  to  purchase  their  land  accordmi;  to  their  request, 
the  said  Indians  concerned  appearing  berore  nif,  as  in  the  law  is  required,  and 
making  their  acknowkdgaients  as  to  fully  su'i-sfycd  and  payed  fur  the  same. 
Given  under  my  hand  ar.d  seal  at  iTort  Jan'.es,  in  rN'tw-Yoike,  tlus  lihst  of  May, 
in  the  22d  yeare  of  his  Majestyies  r^-ignc,  Anno  Dom.  1G70. 

'•  FUANCIS  LOVKLACE." 

This  purchase  had  been  agreed  upon  the  14th  of  May,  1670, 
between  the  town  and  five  Indian  cliicfs,  and  is  described  in 
the  conveyance  as  "  all  that  yarcell  of  land  in  and  about 
Bedford^  within  thn  jurisdiciion  of  Urcncldyn^  heginning 
ffro7n  Hendrick  Van  AaDihon's  hind  by  a  swavipc  of  water^ 
and.  stretching  to  the  hills;  t/ic/r  going  along  the  hills  to 
the  port  or  entrance  tJiercof.  and  so  to  l^orlca^rai/ foot-path,  as 
their  purchase  is  more  jxirtiridnrhj  sett  jTorth.  To  have 
and  to  hold  all  the  said  j>arctll  and  trad  of  land  unto  JSIon- 
sieur  Machicll  IJai/n(  Itt^  'J^iioinas  J.dinbertue,  JuJin  Lewis, 
and  Peter  Dar/nanlicr,f  or  and  fm  btlialf  of  tltc  inhabitants 
aforesaid,  their  htyres  a  fid  su.cr<  ssors  for  ever.''  Tlie  port  or 
entrance  mentioned  in  this  iiisinnnent  is  the  valley  upon  the 
Flatbush  Turnpike,  a  short  distance  beyond  the  throc-mile  post 
from  Brooklyn  Ferry,  wlicre  a  froostone  monument  lias  been 
placed  to  designate  tlie  hue  b-jtvreen  this  town  and  Flatbush. 
The  price  paid  for  the  laiul  in  anil  .-ibout  Bedford  was  one  hun- 
dred guilders  seawant,  half  a  ton  oi  strong  beer,  two  tons  of 
good  beer,  three  guns,  long  barrels,  wnh  eacii  a  j)ound  of 
powder,  and  lead  proportiunable,  two  bars  lo  a  gun,  and  four 
match  coats. 

Notwithstanding  the  early  iniKtbitinis  of  this  town  had  pre- 
viously obtained  pate^nfs  f^r  tie  ir  buids  boih  froiu  the  Dutch 
and  English  goverui^rs,  yt  < 'r-i.  'i'i;i>ni.'e-  Dongan,  who  suc- 
ceeded to  that  ollice  iii  \t'>S?>.  li  id  th-.'  aiJjjvss  to  malce  them 
believe  that  a  new  patent  was  ne'-e>sary  to  confirm  and  assure 
their  lands.  Accordinuly.  nsi  tli^  i:j'Ji  o{  3Iay,  IGS'3,  a  new 
patent  was  issued,  vvdnch.  alter  recitmi:  the  (.-oundaries  of  the 
town  as  described  in  f)riner  tJneiK,  witli  reference  to  the 
charter  of  Governor  Nicnlis  m  1^*07.  tl\e  jjowers  and  privileo-es 
of  which  are  recognized  to  the  fnilesi  extent,  concludes  in  the 
following  words: 
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Now  know  yCj  that  I,  the  said  Thomas  Don^an,  by  virtue  of  the  commis- 
sion and  authority  derived  from  me,  and  power  in  me  residing,  have  granted, 
ratified  and  confirmtd,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  ratific  and  confirm,  unto 
Teunis  Gysberts,  Thomas  Lauiberts,  Peter  Jansen,  Jacobus  Vander  Water,  Jan 
Dame,  Joris  Jacobs,  Jeronimus  Ilapalle,  Daniel  Rapalle,  Jan  Jansen,  Adrian 
Bennet,  and  Michael  Hanse,  for  and  on  the  behalf  of  tlieraselves  and  the  rest  of 
the  present  freeholders  and  inhubiianis  of  the  said  town  of  Brcucklen,  their  heirs 
and  assigns  forever,  all  ar.d  singular  tlie  afore-recited  tract  and  parcels  of  land 
set  forih,  limited  and  bounded  as  aforesaid  ;  together  with  all  and  singular  the 
houses,  messuages,  tenements,  fenchigs,  buildings,  gardens,  orchards,  trees, 
woods,  underwoods,  pasuues,  feedings,  common  of  pasture,  meadov/s,  marshes, 
lakes,  ponds,  creeks,  harbors,  rivers,  rivulets,  brooks,  streams,  highways  ar;d 
eascmcnis  wliatsoever,  ijelongiiig  or  in  any  wise  appertaining  to  any  of  the 
afore-recited  traci  or  parcclls  of  lar.d  ;'.ud  divisions,  allotments,  settlements  made 
and  appropriated  bcfun;  ihc  day  and  dale  hereof.    To  Have  and  To  Hold,  all 
and  singular,  the  s;i:d  tr.icr,  or  parcels  of  land  and  premises,  with  their,  and 
every  of  their  annurt'  n;inces,  tiuU)  tliu  said  Teunis  Gysberts,  Thomas  Lamberts, 
Peter  Jansen,  Jacobus  Vuiidor  Y/a:er,  Joris  Jacobs,  Jeronimus  Rappalle,  Daniel 
Rappalle,  Jan  Jausen,  Adnari  Bennci,  and  Michael  Hanse,  for  and  on  behalf  of 
themselves  and  tlie  presonc  freeholik  rs  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Breucklen, 
their  and  eveiy  of  their  iieirs  aufl  assigns  .f.ir  ever,  as  tenants  in  comnion  without 
any  let,  hindrance,  molestation,  right  of  stirvivorsliip  or  otherwise,  to  be  holden  in 
free  and  comnion  socage  according  to  the  tenure  of  East  Greenwich,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Kent,  in  his  ^.Iajesty"s  klnguum  of  Eiigland.    Yielding,  rendering,  and  pay- 
ing therefor  yearly,  and  every  year,  on  the  live  and  tweniycth  day  of  March, 
forever,  in  lieu  of  ail  scrvires  ani!  demands  whatsoever,  as  a  quit  rent  to  his  most 
sacred  Majesty  aforesaid.  Ins  heirs  and  successors,  at  the  city  of  New-Yoik, 
twenty  bush.^'ls  of  good  m-  rehantable  v/heat.  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caus- 
ed these  proSLiits  tu  be  en:ered  and  recorded  in  the  Secretary's  ofFice,  and  the  seal 
of  the  Province  to  be  hereunto  aihxed  this  thirteenth  day  of  May,  Anno  Domini, 
one  thousand  six  Imn  Jrcd  and  eighty-six,  and  in  the  second  year  of  his  Majesty's 
reign. 

<' THOMAS  DO:^GAN." 
Under  this  and  oilier  patents  considerable  sums  have  been 
paid  at  diileixiit  Uiiics  for  quit-rents,  for  which  receipts  have 
been  preserved.    June  S,  1713,  there  was  paid  to  Benjamin 
Yandevrater,  trra-urLT,  the  sum  of  £96  7s        for  upwards 
of  sixteen  years  quit-rent.    April  G,  17  75,  Ciiarit;s  Debevoice, 
collector  of  the  town,  paid  to  tlic  receiver-general  of  the  co- 
lony, twenty  bushels  of  wheat  for  one  year's  quit-rent ;  and, 
November  9,  17S0,  1-Vrnandus  Suydam  and  Charles  C.  Dough- 
ty, two  of  the  tnisioos,  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  state,  £105 
10s.  HI  full  for  arrears  of  quit-rent  due  from  the  town.  During 
the  early  years  of  ihe  colony,  the  old  ferry  was  from  near  the 
foot  of  Jcrolemon  Street  to  the  Brcede-Graft,  now  Broad  Street, 
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in  the  city  of  New- York ;  but  it  is  difiicult  to  ascertain  the 
exact  period  when  the  old  ferry  v/as  fust  established  at  its  pre_ 
sent  situation  on  the  Brooklyn  side.  It  appears  that,  in  1693 
John  Areson,  the  lessee  of  the  ferry,  complained  of  his  inability 
to  pay  the  rent  of  £1-4'',  and  it  was  reduced  to  £140.  At  this 
time  the  ferriage  for  every  single  person  was  eight  stivers  in 
wampum,  or  a  silver  two-pence  ;  each  person  in  company  half 
the  above ;  and  if  after  sunset,  double  price ;  each  horse  or 
beast  one  shilling  if  single,  or  nine  pence  in  company.  In 
1698  Rip  Van  Dam  was  lessee  of  the  ferry  for  seven  years  at 
£165  per  annum.  During  the  Revolution  tiie  old  ferry  was 
kept  by  Van  Winkle  and  Buk-jlt,  when  the  usual  charge  for 
crossing  v/as  sixpence.  ''J'he  cnrporatinn  of  the  city  of  New- 
York  has  long  claimed  and  exercised  th.c  control  of  the  ferry, 
which  has  produced  a  considerable  revemie.  August  1,  1795, 
the  ferry  from  the  foot  of  ]\lain  Street  was  established  by 
WiUiamFurman  and  Theodosius  Hunt,  on  a  lease  from  the  cor- 
poration of  New-York.  In  ^lay,  ISM.  the  hrst  steam-boat  com- 
menced running  upon  the  Fulton  Ferry,  and  at  a  later  period 
upon  the  other  ferries  also. 

The  town  having  acquired  so  great  an  extent  of  common 
land  by  the  purchase  of  1670  from  the  Indians,  the  inhabitants 
thought  proper  to  take  some  order  lor  the  di\  ision  and  defending 
thereof,  together  with  their  oilier  lands;  accordingly,  '^\t  a 
town  meeting  held  on  the  :^5t!i  day  of  j'cbruary,  169J  at 
Breuklyn,  in  King's  County.  They  Kesoived  to  divide  their 
common  lands  and  woods  into  three  parts,  m  n^anner  follow- 
ing, to  witt : 

'•'1.  All  the  lands  and  vroods  ai'ter  l^  dh^.u!  a!id  Oipplebosh, 
over  the  hills  to  the  path  ol  Newlntis,  ^hall  beiong  to  tiiu  inha- 
bitants and  freeholders  of  the  town  oi"  Gowanis,  beginning  from 
Jacob  Brewer  and  soe  to  the  nitermost  bounds  of  the  limits  of 
New-Utrectht. 

*'2.  And  ail  the  lands  and  woods  that  lyes  betwixt  the  above- 
said  path  and  the  high  way  from  the  terry  tovrards  Flattbush, 
shall  bolon?  to  the  freeholders  and  niliabitants  of  Bedford  and 
Cripplebnsli. 

•'3.  And  all  the  lands  that  lyes  in  common  after  the  Gowanis, 
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betwixt  the  limits  and  bounds  of  Flattbiish  and  New-Utreclit, 
shall  belong  to  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  Brooklyn, 
fred.  neck,  the  ferry  and  tlic  Wallabout."  This  proceeding  of 
the  town  meeting  was  allov/ed  of  by  the  court  of  sessions, 
held  at  Fiatbush  on  the  10th  day  of  May,  1.693. 

The  following  will  serve  to  show  the  manner  in  which  the 
inhabitants  of  this  town  elected  the  trustees  of  their  common 
lands,  and  tiie  duties  of  those  trustees.  Att  a  towne  meeting 
held  this  29th  day  oif  Aprill,  1699,  at  Breucklyn,  by  order  oif 
Justice  Machiel  llansscn,  ffor  to  chose  townsmen  ilbr  to  order 
all  townes  businos  and  to  deffend  theire  limitts  and  bounds,  and 
to  dispose  and  lay  out  sum  part  tliereoff  in  lotts,  to  make  lawes 
and  orders  llbr  the  best  olT  tlie  inhabitantSj  and  to  raise  a  small 
tax  ffor  to  defray  the  towne  charges,  now  being  or  herealTter  to 
com.e,  to  receive  tovv-nrs  levcnues,  and  to  pay  townes  debts  ;  and 
that  with  the  advice  oif  the  Justices  oif  this  said  tovv^ne  stand- 
ing the  space  and  time  ou  tv.^o  years.  Chosen  ffor  that  purpose 
by  pluralitie  off  votes.  Benjamin  Van  de  Water,  Joores  Hans- 
sen,  Jan  Garretse  Dorlant.  By  order  of  the  inhabitants  affore- 
said.    I.  Yande  Water,  Clarke," 

Although  it  may  not  be  generally  known,  yet  it  is  true  that 
the  records  of  this  town,  from  its  first  settlement  to  the  end  of 
Revolutionary  war,  were  cither  destroyed  during  the  contest 
between  Britain  and  fier  colonies,  or  carried  off  at  its  close  by 
some  evil-dispo>cd  ir.dividual..  The  person  suspected  is  John 
Rapaljc,  Esq.,  who  was  in  authority  lierc  during  tliat  pe- 
riod, and  a^^ainst  wliom  an  act  of  attainder  was  passed  in  Octo- 
tober,  1777,  by  v.-iiich  liis  large  real  estate  was  confiscated,  and 
himself  forced  t^)  <lopart  from  the  country.  The  necessary 
consequence  is,  that  we  have  been  deprived  of  many  valuable 
materials  tov/ard  a  history  of  the  town.  It  might  be  expected, 
that  in  a  state  of  hosi:Iiiy,  every  measure  would  be  adopted 
to  aillict  an  enemy;  yet  it  may  be  questioned  vv^hether  ab- 
stracting the  records  of  a  country  is  strictly  justifiable  by  the 
customs  and  usages  of  civilized  warfare. 

The  hope  is  still  entertained  tliat  these  important  docu- 
ments are  still  in  existence,  and  that  by  proper  exertions  they 
may  yet  bo  ibnn.d  in  sonw  of  the  public  ofiices  in  England. 


■    '  1,;, 


TOWN  OF  BROOKLYN'. 


471 


Some  facts  of  recent  occurrence  corroborate  this  opinion, 
and  a  correspoiidcnce  was  set  on  foot  a  few  years  since, 
between  General  Jeremiah  Johnson,  supervisor  of  the  town, 
and  Governor  De  Witt  Chnton,  which  led  to  examinations  in 
one  or  more  places  in  London,  where  it  was  supposed  they 
might  chance  to  be  deposited  ;  but  nothing  satisfactory  was 
elicited.  The  subject  matter  of  this  correspondence  is  thought 
sufficiently  important  to  justity  its  insertion  in  this  place. 

General  Jok^ison      Governor  Clinton. 

Allany,  April  11,  1837. 

Sm: 

I  visited  this  city,  ia  Dccinb-M-  last  for  tlie  purpose  of  exaniiining  the  Dutch 
records  and  public  papers  in  i!io  .  i  :  u  y"  ^  oilici-,  particularly  tlic  Dutch  patents 
rf  tiie  tovrns  of ErC'Okly u,  FLi'l'-.s';.  1",.- iiuids,  and  Jamaica  j  and  noi  finding 
thenij  the  scar  di  ^■.^^s  contiini.-  l  a*.-,  .n  -  t!if  En  irlish  records  to  die  year  IGSi, 
wherein  I  ibund  that  in  tliat  year  tii'  )V.  rn(tr  and  council  of  tjic  colony  issued 
an  order  commaudiuir  all  the  inh  ii./.ants  of  iho  Dutch  towns  in  the  provinces  of 
Is e\v- York  and  New  Jersey  to  brin;^  iii<  ir  O'.itcli  patci\fs  and  Indian  deeds  into 
the  Secretary's  olnct;  in  Xou'-Yuik.  This  measure,  in  rny  opinion,  accounts  for 
the  absence  of  many  p.^pcrs  5;!;i]v.).>.  i  t-i  'no  h  st.  Subsetpit  nt  to  my  search  in 
the  oince  in  lb2o,  I  liad  L».':u  inll.rir.i  d  li;  .i  r.  ;!;:y  old  papers  relating  to  tins  state 
are  in  the  colonial  office  in  Lond'jn.  And,  a.s  the  records  of  the  town  of  Brooklyn 
vere  remov&i  during:  the  revulutionary  war,  I  entertain  a  hope  that  we  may 
regain  them.  Tliis  inf«.>rmation  is  prc^'  inod  io  yuur  Excellency  in  the  expecta- 
tion that  inquiry  may  be  maiie  in  Eon, ion  wh<  ihcr  the  papers  alluded  to 
or  authenticated  copirs,  cannct  b*'  (--c  nH  d.  The  r*;covery  of  the  records  of 
the  town  would  be  of  gi-eat  unpi.c t.ir;  :<  ,  .ind  the  patents  and  Indian  deeds  serve 
to  iniprove  the  iustnry  of  tlic  town. 


His  Excellency,  Governor  Clinton. 


Yours,  p'spiectuilly, 

Jerciuiah  Jolitison,  Supervisor, 


Covcnwr  Clin'oii  to  AV- rt  Gclh;:in,  L.^/. 

Albunv,  \-2th  Man,  rse*. 

Sin: 

I  tnkc  the  liberty  of  tr;r .  , :.  j  to  vt.u  a  l.  ;:.r  fr-m  General  Johnson,  a 
respectable  citizen  ofilii-s  st:i!t,  .ii -i  of  r-.-iU' .s-ii. y  -ur  i  '.t-  ntiun  to  it.  Accord- 
ing to  a  report  made  at  ilie  last  s.'s.  inii  <  \  coV:  :;rv«^s,  tb^^re  will  be  no  difficulty  on 
the  part  of  the  British  goverfinieni.  T:r-;  pap-- rs  want.  d  may  be  found  in  the 
former  plantation  olfice.  Yuur>,  tVc. 

u    ■  Witt  Clinton. 

Albert  Gallatjn,  E^-q. 

wVr.  *7(; '•<■':  ■!  lo  Covcrni^r  Clintn'a. 

London,  2btk  Avpisf,  1S27. 

Sir  : 

I  had  ihu  honor  lo  receive  your  E.XvcllcncysIctei  of  the  l-2ih  May  last,  enclos- 
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ing  one  from  General  Johnson,  and  rcqucsUng  that  application  might  be  made 
to  this  goverament  tor  ceriain  town  rcoonisj  and  other  papers  therein-mentioned 
as  having  been  carried  away,  tmd  being  now  eitlier  in  the  colonial  cilice,  or  ihat 
of  trade  and  plantations  in  London.  1  regret  to  say,  that  after  diligent  inquiry, 
and  although  tlie  various  dt  partments  here  were  anxious  for  tlie  resloraiiou  of 
the  papers  if  ihey  could  be  found,  there  is  uo  trace  of  them  whatever.  There 
are  two  deposites  for  records  and  docnnicriis  connectrd  w  itli  the  colonies ;  the 
office  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  and  the  State  Pnper  olnce,  where  the 
records  and  papers  of  the  coUinial,  ns  well  as  the  home  and  foreign  departments, 
are  kept.  There  is  notlnng  in  the  colonial  ofhce  ;  and  you  v/ill  perceive  by  the 
enclosed  letters,  tliat  nothing  v.- as  found  in  th.e  others  ;  and  that  it  is  believed  the 
papers  in  question  were  r  vrri'^d  away  by  individuals  who  never  deposited  them 
in  any  olTice.  Mr.  Cluirles  Grant,  the  v,  ritrn-  of  two  of  the  notes,  is  the  vice- 
president  of  the  board  of  tr.-i'!e,  one  of  tite  commissioners  appointed  to  treat 
with  me,  a  genth'man  of dsstinc^uished  merit  and  obliging  disposition.  Anotlier 
search  may  nevcrthe:'  s-^;  b  '  if  Gf  ii.  Johnson  will  stale  the  time  when  the 

records  were  carried  aw;'.y,  aivi  o'iier  circun.i.'b- nncu.-,  v.'hich  may  afford  a  cue  lo 
the  inquiry. 

I  have  t]jc  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Albert  Gallatin. 

His  Excellency,  Dc  Witt  Glinton. 

Charles  Grant ^  E^i.  to  Mr.  Gallatin. 

London^  Avguit  1-1,  18*27. 

Dear  Sir: 

1  have  only  thi>  nvn'mng  re?'  iv:  d  t'le  enclosed  from  Mr.  Rice,  whose  absence 
from  town  prevented  his  .  v.n.'r  transmitting  it  to  me.  I  regret  much  the  result. 
As  a  last  hope,  I  hav-^  .«.:,  ;. t  Governor  Clinton's  letter  to  the  colonial  office;  that 
inquiries  may  be  nKtdo  ;  but  I  fear  tlierc  is  little  probability  of  success. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c, 

"C,  Grant. 

A.  Gallatin,  Esq. 

^:^rin^  }ci.\-]  Esq.  to  Charles  Grant^  Esq.] 
My  DE.i.H  G'.'.A-rr; 

On  coming  tt'.jwn  to  t!!,M,r''re  tins  morning,  1  found  the  enclosed,  which  relates 
to  you"-  couinuiuii  itir.fi  \i;'.h  1  enclose  it  as  the  best  means  of  answering 

Mr.  G.d.latm's  re  ;  ;  ■..  x^  z,xk  iii;ig  tiiai  wc  cannot  do  more  to  furnish  you  witii  the 
in ibrmution  requc ^led. 

Ever  and  most  truly  yours, 

Spring  Rice. 

Jiid'j^e  Funnan,  in  speaking  of  the  history  of  this  town,  ob- 
serves, "that  lis  ::reat  antiquity  is  apparent  from  the  lact  that 
tiie  f-lnzlisli  coioin^is,  who  came  out  from  Holland  for  professed 
piu'poscs  of  setllement,  were  those  brought  out  in  1G23,  only 
two  years  before  tlie  settlement  of  Brooklyn,  hi  the  ship  of  Capt. 
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Komelis  Jacobse  Mey ;  and  that  soon  after  two  skips  of  the 
West  India  company  brought,  as  agriculturists,  the  Walloons, 
who  settled  in  Brooklyn."  In  1646  the  town  was  permitted 
to  choose  two  magistrates,  who  were  authorized  '■'to  give 
judgment  in  all  events  as  they  should  deem  proper^  7iot  con- 
trary  to  the  charter  of  Neic-Netherlaiids  f  and,  to  give  com- 
plete effect  to  their  authority,  the  governor  ordered  that  if  any 
one  disobeyed  the  decision  of  the  magistrates,  he  should  forfait 
his  right  to  the  lands  within  the  village.  This  privilege  seems 
not  to  have  been  extended  to  any  other  tov/n,  probably  because 
no  other  was  at  that  time  so  populous  as  to  require  it. 

The  first  public  officer  appointed  by  the  Dutch  government 
for  this  town  after  its  settlement  in  1625,  was  a  super intend- 
anf^^  whose  duties  were  to  preserve  the  peace  and  regulate  the 
police  of  the  town.  A  few  years  after  the  office  of  superintend- 
ant  was  abolished,  and  the  offices  of  schout,  secretary,  and 
assessor,  created.  These  were,  like  others,  appointed  by  the 
governor. 

The  inhabitants  suffering  very  much  under  the  arbitrary 
exercise  of  power  on  the  part  of  the  government,  frequently 
remonstrated  against  the  same.  Finally,  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates from  this,  and  the  other  towns  under  the  Dutch  govern- 
ment, assembled  at  New  Amsterdam,  November  26th,  16G3,  on 
an  invitation  from  the  governor;  where  they,  on  the  llth  of 
December  following,  entered  into  a  remonstrance  against  the 
-exclusion  of  the  people  from  any  share  in  legislation,  and 
generally  against  tlieir  mode  of  government.  The  governor 
and  his  council  sent  them  no  answer,  but  entered  one  on  the 
minutes,  in  which  they  denied  the  right  of  tins  town.  Flat- 
bush,  and  Flatlands,  to  send  deputies  ;  and  protested  against  the 
meeting,  notwithstanding  the  same  was  held  at  the  governor's 
request.  Entertaining  a  just  sense  of  the  responsibility  attached 
to  them,  the  deputies  made  another,  but  ineffectual  attempt,  to 
obtain  a  recognition  of  their  rights;  and  on  the  13th  of  the 
aforesaid  month  presented  another  remonstrance,  in  which 
they  declared,  that  if  tliey  could  not  obtain  them  from  iIjc 
governor  and  council,  they  would  be  under  the  necessity  of 
.  appealing  to  their  superiors,  the  States-general."    The  gover- 
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nor,  in  a  fit  of  anger,  dissolved  their  meeting,  ai-d  sent  them 
home. 

In  order  to  secure  the  settlement  against  the  depredations  of 
the  Indians,  the  governor,  in  1660,  required  the  inhabitants  to 
fortify  the  town,  and  remove  their  families  within  the  enclo- 
sure, constructed  of  palisadoes,  set  close  together  and  made 
sharp  at  the  top.  This  order  was  probably  in  consequence  of 
threatened  hostility  from  the  northern  Indinns,  who  had  in 
1655  made  a  descent  upon  Staten  Island,  and  massacred  sixty- 
seven  persons ;  and  the  settlement  of  Gravesend  was  only  saved 
by  the  timely  arrival  of  soldiers  from  New  Amsterdam. 

It  seems  to  have  been  enjoined  upon  the  overseers  and  con- 
stables to  admonish  the  inliabitants  to  instruct  their  children 
and  servants  in  matters  of  religion  and  the  laws  of  the  country. 
They  hkewise  appointed  an  officer  to  record  every  man's  par- 
ticular mark,  and  see  each  man's  horse  and  colt  branded. 
They  were  to  pay  the  value  of  an  Indian  coat  for  killing  a 
wolfj  whose  head  was  to  be  nailed  over  the  door  of  the  consta- 
ble.   In  October,  1675,  an  order  was  passed  by  the  court  of 
assize  that  a  fair  or  market  should  he  yearly  Icept  near  the 
ferry,  for  the  sale  of  grain,  cattle,  or  other  produce  of  the  coun- 
try; to  be  held  the  first  ^londay,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  rn 
November  ;   and  in  the  city  of  New- York  the  Thursday, 
Friday,  and  Saturday  following.    Although  the  population  of 
this  town  has  aiiu^nientcd  every  year  since  its  settlement,  yet, 
previous  to  the  incorporation  ' of  the  village  in  1816,  the  in- 
crease was  far  from  what  it  has  been  since  ;  and  within  the  last 
fifteen  years  the  accession  in  number  and  w^ealth  has  been 
greater  than  for  llio  preceding  hundred  years.    In  1706  the 
real  and  personal  estate  in  the  town  was  valued  only  at 
£3,112,  the  tax  thereon  £41.    In  1821  the  valuation  was  over 
two  million  six  hundred    thousand  dollars,  and  the  taxes 
betv/eea  six  and  seven  thousand.     In  1S34  the  valuation  in 
the  city  of  Brooklyn  alone  was  87,257,473. 

Tlie  controversi(3s  which  have  heretofore  existed  between 
this  town  and  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New- York  in 
relation  to  the  ferry  across  the  East  River,  and  the  claim  of 
the  latter  to  the  :-^oil  below  high  v.^ater-mark  along  the  Brooklyn 
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shore  ;  and  also  concerning  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  a 
valuable  tract  of  land  at  the  Wallaboiit,  are  of  tlie  hio;hest  im- 
portance to  the  mhabitants  ;  but  their  merits  would  require 
more  space  for  examination  than  could  be  atlbrded  in  this  work. 
For  an  exposition  of  the  legal  principles  involved  in  the  dis- 
cussion, the  reader  is  referred  to  Judge  Furman's  notes,  and 
other  productions  of  the  simie  author. 

The  history  of  the  Dutch  church  in  this  county  has  been 
so  fully  detailed  in  our  account  of  Fiatbush,  that  little  more  is 
necessary  on  that  iiead. 

In  the  year  1G59  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  applied  to 
Governor  Stuyvesant  for  permission  to  call  a  minister  for  their 
congregation,  assigning,  as  a  reason  for  their  application,  the 
badness  of  the  road  to  ;b'iatbush,  the  difiiculty  of  attending 
divine  service  at  New- York,  and  the  extreme  old  age  and 
inability  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Polhemus  to  perform  ministerial  ser- 
vices at  Brooklyn. 

The  governor  deemed  tliis  request  reasonable,  and  sent 
Nicasius  de  Sille,  Fiscal  of  New-Xetherland,  and  Martin  Kre- 
gier,  Burgomaster  of  New- Amsterdam,  to  this  town,  as  a  com- 
mittee of  inquiry,  who  reported  in  favor  of  the  application ; 
v/hereupon  the  request  of  the  inhabitants  was  granted.  They 
accordingly  prepared  a  call  lor  the  Rev.  Henry  Solinus,  alias 
Henricus  Selwyn,  from  Holland  ;  who  was  approved  of  by  the 
classis  of  Amsterdam,  on  rhe  J  Gth  of  February.  1660,  when  the 
classis  also  gave  the  Rev.  ^Ir.  Solinus  a  dismission,  wishing 
him  a  safe  and  prosperous  journey  by  land  and  by  water  to 
his  congregation  in  tliu  Xfw-Nctherland,  The  time  of  tlie 
arrival  of  this  minister  is  not  known,  lie  was  installed  in  the 
church  on  the  3d  of  Soj'toinber,  IGGO,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Fiscal  and  Burgomaster  Kregier,  by  the  ordur  of  Governor 
Stuyvesant,  who  appears  to  liave  been  at  the  head  of  the  eccle- 
siastical as  well  as  the  civil  and  military  government  of  the 
colony.  The  salary  of  jlr.  Selwyn  was  fixed  at  six  hundred 
guilders  ;  and  the  marriage  fees,  instead  of  being  a  perquisite  of 
his  ofiice,  were  to  be  accounted  lor  to  tlie  church.  On  the  29th 
of  October,  IGG'2,  it  appears  that  he  paid  over  to  the  consistory 
seventy-eight  jruilders  ami  ten  .stivers,  fov  fourteen  marriages 
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performed  by  him  during  the  year.  On  the  23d  of  July,  1664, 
he  returned  to  Holland ;  and  after  his  departure,  Charles 
Debevoice,  schoolmaster  and  sexton,  was  directed  to  read  the 
prayers  in  the  church,  and  a  sermon  from  an  approved  author, 
every  Sabbath,  till  another  should  be  called.  The  first  Dutch 
church  was  built  here  in  1G6G,  and  stood  about  forty  years  ; 
when  another  was  erected  on  the  same  spot,  which  was  taken 
down  in  IS  10,  and  a  new  and  substantial  one  built  in  Jero- 
lernon  Street.  Tliis  last,  not  being  found  sufficiently  large, 
has  lately  given  place  to  a  more? splendid  edifice,  on  nearly  the 
same  site. 

An  Episcopal  society  existed  in  this  town  as  early  as  176G. 
It  was  incorporated  in  17b7  ;  and  in  1795  St.  Ann's  church 
was  occupied  for  the  iu^i  time.  This  buildincr  was  of  stone, 
and  was  superseded  by  the  present  elegant  edifice  in  1S24. 
The  first  Methodist  church  was  incorporated  in  1794  ;  the  first 
Presbyterian  churcii  in  lb22;  the  first  Baptist  church  in  1S23  ; 
the  first  Roman  Catiiohc  church  in  1S22;  and  the  first  Con- 
oTCirational  church  in  1^539. 

The  first  printing-press  established  in  this  town  was  by 
Thomas  Kirk  in  1799,  Iroin  which  was  issued  a  v/eekly  news- 
paper, entitled  "77.'C'  Co'iruj-,  and  Ncio-  York  and  Long  Island 
Adverliser^^^  and  was  continued  for  about  four  years.  The 
first  number  of  the  "  Lons:  Island  Star,"  by  the  same  gentleman, 
wa^  issued  on  tlie  fir5.t  of  June,  1S09,  and  transferred  to  Alden 
Spooner  in  the  year  1 Sll. 

The  most  con3]>act  part  of  tliis  town  was  incorporated  into  a 
village  on  th'-  of  /ipril,  ISIG,  which,  ahhough  violently 
opposed  by  a  i-ortion  uf  the  population,  gave  a  new  impulse  to 
tlie  i-^pirit  of  i-n^'rovcnu-ut,  and  has  resulted  in  raising  it  to  the 
third  rank  among  tlie  cities  of  the  State  of  New-York,  The 
village  chart»^r  auiiiori/X'd  the  election  of  five  trustees,  and 
lliose  named  in  the  act  were  Andrew  Mercein,  John  Garrison, 
John  Doughty,  John  Seaman,  and  John  Dean.  This  charter 
was  several  times  amended  and  enlarged  as  the  increase  of  po- 
pulation rcfjuircd,  until  it  became  indispensable  to  endow  the 
place  v/ith  ilie  name  and  privileges  of  a  city.  On  the  Sth  of 
April,  1S3 1,  the  v/liolc  territory  of  the  town  was  incorporated 
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under  the  name  of  the  "  City  of  Brooklyn^''  and  its  inhabitants 
a  body  corporate  and  politic,  by  the  stylf3  of  71ie  ATayor  and 
Coinmon  Council  of  tlit  City  of  Brooklyn. ^'  It  is  divided 
into  nine  wards ;  the  powers  of  the  corporation  are  vested  in  a 
mayor,  and  a  board  of  aldermen  composed  of  two,  elected  an- 
nually from  each  ward.  Tiiese  have  the  appointing  of  most  of 
the  subordinate  officers  of  the  city.  B cdford,  u^pon  tho.  easiern 
part  of  the  town,  was  formerly  a  separate  hamlet ;  but  is  now  so 
far  swallowed  up  by  the  progress  of  nnprovement,  as  to  have 
nearly  lost  its  identity.  Go  wan  us  is  that  part  of  Brooklyn 
which  joins  Flatbush  and  the  waters  of  the  bay,  consisting  prin- 
cipally of  a  low  tract  of  salt  marsh,  ponds,  and  creeks,  over 
which  a  highway  and  bridge  have  been  constructed,  and  is  fast 
becoming  more  valuable  as  the  city  advances  in  that  direction. 

The  Viallahout  is  a.  part  of  Brouklyn  north-east  from  the 
ferry,  and  rendered  famous  in  the  revolution  from  having  been 
the  scene  of  the  most  heart-rending  sulferings  of  many  thousand 
American  citizens,  confmed  on  l-Kjard  the  prison-ships  station- 
ed in  the  bay.  The  United  Siales  possess  about  forty  acres,  in- 
cluding the  site  of  the  old  mill-pond.  Here  have  been  erected  a 
spacious  navy-yard,  public  store-houses,  machine-shops,  and 
two  immense  edifices,  in  which  the  largest  ships  are  protected 
from  the  weather,  while  building.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the 
bay  has  lately  been  constructed  the  Naral  Ifospitcd,  which  is 
not  only  splendid,  but  magnificent.  The  Approiticcs'  Li- 
brary Associatiou^''  was  formed  in  Jb2-i,  the  corner-stone  of 
which  was  laid  by  the  Mart[uis  La  Fayette  during  his  last 
visit  to  America  m  thai  year.  Tlie  li'^rary  is  now  in  the 
Brooklyn  Lyceum  ;  and  the  building  liavino:  become  the  pro- 
perty of  the  city,  is  ap[)ropriated  fur  })ublic  oilices,  and  the  hold- 
ing of  courts,  being  denominated  the  City  Bulldin^^-s:^  The 
Brooklyn  Lyceu7n  was  instituted  October  10,  1S33.  The  edi- 
fice is  a  beautiful  specimen  of  architecture,  composed  of  granite, 
and  every  way  adapted  to  the  pur[)ose  of  its  j)rojection.  The 
objects  of  this  institution  are  intellectual  and  moral  improve- 
ment, by  means  of  certain  speciiicd  committees,  and  by  gratui- 
tous public  iecuires.  A  course  ol'  lectures  by  gentlemen  of  the 
city  of  Nevv'-Yurk  was  commenced  the  7th  of  November,  1S33; 
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and  has  been  varied  occasionally  by  essays,  principally  from 
the  pens  of  ladies.  The  Brooklyn  Collegiate  Institute  for 
■young  ladies  was  incorporated  in  1S29.  The  building  is  largre 
and  beautifully  located  near  the  East  River.  It  flourished  for 
a  few  years,  and  gave  ])romise  of  permanent  utility  ;  but  from 
want  of  sufficient  patronage,  tlie  school  has  been  given  up. 
The  "  City-Hally^  which  was  commenced  a  few  years  since 
upon  a  magnificent  scale,  has  been  interrupted  in  its  progress, 
and  doubts  are  entertained  of  its  completion,  at  least  upon  the 
plan  and  to  the  extent  origmally  conten^plated. 

Tills  town  had  a  full  share  of  the  military  operations  during 
the  Revolutionary  war  ;  and  was  for  a  long  time  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  British  army.  It  is  covered  with  the  remains  of  for- 
tifications, which  were  thrown  up  by  the  Americans  and  En- 
glish for  their  defence  against  each  other.  In  this  town  was 
fought  the  most  snnguinary  part  of  the  battle  of  Long  Island, 
August  27j  177G  ;  which  took  place  on  the  retreat  of  the  Ame- 
rican army  within  their  lines,  and  the  attempt  of  a  portion  of 
Ihem  to  ford  the  mill-pond  at  Gowanus;  in  which  attempt 
nearly  the  whole  of  a  regiment  of  young  men  from  Maryland 
were  cut  off. 

Many  of  the  minor  events  connected  with  this  battle  and  the 
Revohuionary  contest  are  fast  sinking  into  the  shades  of  obli- 
vion ;  the  compiler  has  therefore  thought  proper  to  give  place 
to  the  following  piece  of  history,  not  with  an  idea  that  he  can 
immortalize  any  cvt.-nt  which  he  relates  ;  but  with  a  hope  that 
his  eflbrts  will  cull  lorth  some  nobler  pen  to  do  justice  to  the 
memories  of  many  ol  the  almost  forgotten  heroes  of  those  hard- 
fought  battles  ai  d  arduous  contests.  In  tlie  battle  above-men- 
tio!ied  part  of  th  i  British  army  marched  down  a  lane,  or  road, 
leading  from  tlie  Ih  iish  tavern  to  Gowanus,  pursuing  the  Ame- 
ricans. Several  of  the  American  riflemen,  in  order  to  be  more 
secure,  and  at  the  same  time  more  effectually  to  succeed  in 
their  desi:j;ns,  had  po:>ted  themselves  in  the  high  treer.  near  tlie 
road.  One  of  tfj'..'m,  whose  name  is  not  now  known,  shot  the 
English  Major  Grant;  in  this  he  passed  unobserved.  Again 
he  loaded  his  deadly  rifle,  and  fired  ;  another  English  ofllcer 
fell.    lie  was  then  discovered;  and  a  platoon  ordered  to  ad- 


:,o :..:'{  ';>'-/;■;:;  m  v.. '"'■'■Iff        /for' : 


TOWN  OP  BROOKLYN. 


479 


vance,  and  fire  into  the  tree;  whicli  order  was  immediately 
carried  into  execution,  and  tlie  rifleman  fell  to  the  ground,  dead. 
After  the  battle  was  over  the  two  British  officers  were  buried 
in  a  field  near  the  place,  and  their  graves  fenced  in  with  some 
posts  and  rails,  where  their  reniains  still  rest.  But,  for 
"an  example  to  the  rebels,"  tliey  refused  to  the  American  rifle- 
man the  rites  of  sepulture,  and  liis  body  lay  exposed  on  the 
ground  till  the  flesh  was  rotten,  and  torn  off  the  bones  by 
the  fowls  of  the  air.  After  a  considerable  length  of  time,  in  a 
heavy  gale  of  wind  a  large  tree  was  uprooted  ;  in  the  cavity 
formed  by  which  some  friend  to  the  Americans,  notwithstand- 
ing the  prohibition  of  tlie  English,  deposited  the  soldier's 
skeleton  to  mingle  in  peace  with  its  kindred  earth. 

In  the  year  177G  and  the  subsiquent  years,  there  wasstation- 
ed  at  the  Wallabout  several  ships  for  the  reception  and  confine- 
ment of  American  seamen  taken  prisoners  by  the  enemy.  The 
circumstances  in  relation  to  iliis  event  arc  so  interesting,  and 
are  so  intimately  connected  with  tlio  Ilovolutionary  history  of 
the  town,  that  we  cannot  oinit  giving  a  brief  account  of  some 
of  the  more  prominent  ones,  which  have  been  derived  from 
the  pen  of  Jeremiah  Johnson,  Esq.,  mayor  of  the  city  of  Brook- 
lyn, a  gentleman  of  great  intelligence  and  research,  and  whose 
memory  extends  back  to  the  period  to  wliich  the  facts  them- 
selves relate.  The  qualifications  of  this  respectable  indivi- 
dual, and  the  large  sliare  of  public  conii  iencc  enjoyed  by  him, 
are  evinced  by  the  tact  of  his  having  held  the  office  of  su.per- 
visor  of  the  tov/n  for  more  than  forty  years  in  succession,  lie 
has,  moreover,  represented  the  couniy  iii  the  legislature,  and 
risen  from  a  private  in  the  liiilitia  to  thv  rank  of  major- i^eneral. 
He  has  also  been  a  judire  of  tiic  co:ninon  picas;  ar.d  on  the  3d 
of  April,  1SI4,  was  aftpointed  to  the  command  of  the  22d  bri- 
gade of  New- York  infuUry,  consisting"  of  one  tliousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  wiio  were  stationed  at  Fort-Green 
during  the  late  war. 

The  following  particulars  v,'erc  cominnnicated  by  him  to  the 
editor  of  the  '-Naval  lAIagazine,''  for  vScpieniber,  iS36  : 

"  The  subject  of  the  nav.il  pri.sor!---!  of  ih-  lii  i'.i  ih  prison-sliips  stationed 

at  the  W.U;:ibout  'iuriajr  liic  rcv(  v\'  i:.,  :  :  >.<,  i;'^: 'i  c.iuaot  be  passed  by  i!i 
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silence.  From  printed  journals  publislied  in  New-York  at  the  close  of  the  "war, 
it  appears  that  eleven  thousand  five  hundred  American  prisoners  had  died  on 
board  the  prison  ships.  AUliou;-di  ilie  number  is  very  great,  still  if  the  number 
who  perished  had  been  less,  the  conmiissary  of  naval  prisoners,  David  Sprout, 
Esq.,  and  his  deputy,  had  it  in  tht  ir  }/o\ver,  by  an  onicial  return,  to  give  the  true 
number  exchanged,  escaped,  and  dead-  Such  a  return  has  never  appeared  in 
the  United  Scates.  This  man  returned  to  America  after  the  war,  and  resided  in 
Philadelphia,  v/here  he  died,  ile  could  not  have  been  ignorant  of  the  .*tc-j.:a:eiit 
published  here  on  this  inicrestiuic  subject.  We  may  therefore  infer,  tl-.at  r.bout 
that  number  perisl>ed  in  the  pnson  ships.  A  large  transport,  named  the  V/hiflnj. 
was  the  fir.-;t  prison  ship  anciiored  in  the  Wallabout-  She  was  raooved  near 
*'  Remseu's  Mil!/'  al/out  the  •J.uii  of  October,  1776,  and  was  crowded  witii  prison- 
ers. Muiiy  landsmru  ^ve;•r  jM  is^ners  on  board  this  vessel ;  she  was  said  to  be 
the  most  sickly  of  Vnf  prison  ships.  Bad  provisions,  bad  water,  and  scanted 
rations  weiedcah.  to  t!i  j  [jri-tMvns.  No  medical  men  attended  the  Sick.  Disease 
reigned  unreTu:  vcu,  aiv.i  luoidreds  died  from  pestilence,  or  were  starved,  oii  board 
tills  llr;rcting  i  r;-;:.n,  1  ^,,.v/  ihe  s.ind-beach  between  a  ravine  in  the  hill  and  Mr. 
Ilemspn's  dock  u>. c^j:.;c  i i  -.vith  rravcs  in  the  course  of  two  months ;  and  be- 
fore the  1st  of  M.iy,  1'77,  the  in  vine  alluded  to  was  itself  occupied  ha  the  satne 
way.  In  the  nionth  of  May  uf  that  year  two  large  ships  were  anchored  in  the 
Wallabout,  v.'hen  the  prison  r.s  w-  re  transferred  from  tl>e  Whitby  to  tliem. 
Tho.se  vessels  vi,^ere  also  very  si.  kly,  from  the  causes  before  stated.  Although 
many  prisoners  were  sent  on  wd  of  them,  and  were  exchanged,  deadi  mads 
room  for  all.  On  a  Sunday  afr.ernoon,  about  the  middle  of  October,  1777,  one  of 
the  prison  ships  was  burnt ;  the  prisoners,  except  a  few,  who,  it  was  said,  were 
burnt  in  the  vessel,  were  removed  to  tiie  remaining  ship.  It  was  reported  ai  the 
time  that  t}\e  prisoners  had  llred  their  prison';  which,  if  true,  proves  that  they 
preferred  deaiii,  even  by  fire,  to  t'lC  lingering  suflerings  of  pestilence  and  starva- 
tion. In  the  rn  Muh  of  F(  !,rvi,.ry,  177S,  the  remaining  prison  ship  was  burnt  at 
night;  wIk -.i  tlie  jn-',- Miers  were  reraoved  from  her  to  th.e  ships  then  wintering  in 
the  WalLi!Kjv<t.  ill  ih'^  !i,  i;f  April,  1778,  the  Old  Jersey  was  moored  in  the 
Wallabout,  r.n'[  '<:':  -  rirrs  ((;xc»:pt  the  sick)  were  transferred  to  her.  The 

sick  weio  canivd  t  »  t  h' -/iial  ships,  named  the  Hope  and  Falmouth,  anchor- 
ed nc.ir  e.ioh  oth  ■;•  a;  -  a'  tv  o  hundred  yards  east  from  the  Jersey.  These  sljips 
remained  in  tl;e  -.at  until  Nev/-York  v/as  evacuated  by  the  British.  The 

Jers.  y  v.- 1-^  t  1' ,-,hip — the  others,  truly,  the  ships  of  Deatli !  it  has 
b'"en  _<'ri -  ai'  >•  t  ,  ;  'i'  tl  ;t'  allihu  prisoners  died  on  board  of  the  Jersey.  Tins  is 
r..ii  fa.:''  .  !...  /  ■  y  '.  .'.a'  da.d  on  board  of  her  who  were  not  reported  a-  sick  : 
but -I'i  1.1  v.;,.v.  •.T  phiced  on  the  sick-list  v/ere  removed  to  the  h'-spital 
.  ill;  -,  I'ruiiL  wl.i  ia  -vhi-y  were  usually  taken,  sewed  up  in  a  blanket,  to  their  long 

At-'  til  .  a. -ratal  .s'.ji;.^'  were  brought  into  the  Wallabout.,  it  was  reported  that 
tl.  a  :  L'a  aa.:  i  !jy  pliysicians ;  few,  very  few,  however,  recovered.  It 
was  r,"  aarT:i:/;,  .!>  t  a.  ;ij-  •<>  see  live  or  six  dead  bodies  brought  on  shore  in  a  sin- 
g!.-  ir.t!;..:  ;  vh.  ,  •  .ill  excavation  would  be  made  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  the 
bodi-a  ii  ■  c  !  ■  I!'.  ;  •  iii.ta  with  a  shovel  would  cover  them  by  shovelliivg 
sand  d(»\v:i  I:.  •  ii  ll  a.  ",i  th-.n.  Many  were  buried  in  a  ravine  on  the  hill;  sonic 
on  th  ;  f  irai.  '1'..  •  v.  h  shore  from  Rennie's  Point  to  Mr.  Rernscn's  dock-y-:r  i 
was  a  ph'  a  o(  _  ar-.  ■  s :  as  v.orc-also  the  slope  of  the  iilll  near  the  house,  th.e  ah' a-; 
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fi-om  Mr.  Pveais.^n's  barn  alon_'-  tiie  rnill-por.d  to  Rape'jc'.s  K\rm  and  ihe  sandy 
island,  between  ihe  tloo<I-ga:es  and  ; he  n; ill-darn  ;  v/inle  a  {^^  wvcrc  buried  on 
the  shore,  the  east  side  oi'iin-  '\Voi"a!)Out.  Thus  (i;<i  If' d'l  r  i'^n  hrrc.  from  177G 
until  Llie  peace.  Tlie  whole  AVa'labi^nt  was  a  .-^irkly  i>\:v^c.  iliu-tiii:  the  war,  TJie 
atmospliere  seemed  to  be  charu\.'i  v.-irh  t"n;I  :dr  tVurn  th^' prih-'n  sliips,  ar:i.l  with 


the  efilavia  of  the  dead  bo.li-s  wasl 
ourselves  examined  niauy  of  the  5.'.' 
appear  to  be  the  remains  of  nv-n  in  the 
successfal  escape  was  elTocteil  tVom  th'- 
December,  1750.    The  b:-st  l).jat  of  la  - 
left  fastened  at  the  gangway,  with  ti 
wind  blew  from  the  north-i.-ast,  and  the  ti 
and  a  number  of  prisoners  p!a:j<;d  tii.  n.- 
sentinel :  at  tliis  jun'^Liir'^  f ''.ir  ca-''  fa  r.- 
cast  off  by  their  friends     T!ij  b  j'.i. 
was  a  considerabl-?  iJi5tan.';e  iVniu  i,.  i 
the  alarin,  and  Ur^:d  at  iier.   .'Ihie  bvtai 
Conncciicui  n^xt  n.ovr.ing-. 

Suffice  it  to  say,  in  concli-.-^iua.  ti!,-;  ;; 
citizens  and  suldiers  {ier',,-,hed',  iiiaay  •<'' 
sufferings  are  buried  in  (iblividu  :    'J  ;; 
ed  their  agony;  no  voice  adniia:.- :  ! 
patriotic  devodon,  or  friendly  liand 
pass  the  weary  day  and  ni  jht,  lur.  .u  a 
ranee,  andnew  intiicrions  iif  liMpra; -s  in 
the  only  cousolaciou  v/lhch  their  siUiativ 


d  on:  of  ilieir  Lrra,\ cs  by  t!ie  ti  a-s.  "VVc  have 
!<  ly;a--  on  tha  shore  ;  from  the  te'.'ih,  they 
■lar;  i")f  life.  A  singularly  daring  and 
rNoy  a'.Mjut  I  o'eleck  one  afternoon,  in 
lip  ill  \  ref'.rr.fd  from  Xev/-York,  was 
<  ars  lai  Ijoard.  It  was  storrny;  the 
van  n.iod,  A  w-ateh-v,  ord,  was  given, 
iv:s  b- iv/een  the  ship's  waist  and  the 
'.;a  v  -nt  on  board  the  boat,  which  was 
I  <■[■''.•:  hii  i'  T  the  hows  of  the  sliip,  and 
'  !u  ca.  :•  iitincl  on  the  f -irecastle  gave 
a->Ld  1    li-Uaf:^,  and  arrived  safe  in 

<•  i!V  r^'  ii\aa  l  i'-vf^n  thousand  American 
h  I- :  i;a:a      are  unknown,  and  whose 
w!a:ra  no  eye  of  pity  wiiness- 
'a'.i.-ii  ;  n-»  trmeu-j  could  praise  their 
ah  d  -an  t'nv  i.'-eir  relief.  Hereto 
eX'  i  ;  ■  i'V  !.i  w  s^'ei.rs  of  painful  endu- 
-)■■     T;.a  laipe  of  death  was  to  them 
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No.  I. 

Capii>xlatio/v  bij  the  Dutch  to  tkc  JJ,ti:Ush.    Tii  fcrred  to  at  page  95. 

These  Ariic'es  follov.-in:^  \V;:rc  oons'-nto  1  if)  l.y  I'l.-  P(  r^oii'?  here  under  subscrib- 
edj  at  ilic 'Goveraour's  Bou'cry,  Aic'u.-.'.  ih  .■  -JTili,  Ui'l  Siyle,  IGO-L 

I.  Yv'e  consciu 'rJi.ii  the  c^r:u  :s-G'Mi''r  •!,  <  x  thr  West  India  Company,  shall  • 
free!}''  lnjoy  .ill  Fanns  auJ  iious  s,  (t:X!V.;[»r.  su.:h  as  arc  in  the  Forts.)  and  that 
•vvidiin  six  months  th-;/  shall  have  tV.:..-  I.i'jtMty  to  !ra:iv!)ori  all  such  Arms  and 
Ammui'iition  as  nuw  does  beloii:;  to  ur  •      I'-jy  e.h  d!  bo  jKiiij  fur  ti:em. 

II.  All  Pabbque  Houses  shall  conlirnie  for  tl.-^  U-.i  s  v.-liioh  they  arc  tor, 

III.  All  people  shall  continue  tVe  ■  D-  nireiis,  and  sliull  injoy  their  Lands, 
Houses,  Goods,  v/licresover  tiiey  are  wiiliiu  this  C^uiiiry,  and  dispose  ot"  them 
as  they  please. 

IV.  If  any  Inhabitant  have  a  ^find  to  remove  hinis^'lf,  he  shall  have  a  Year 
and  six  Weeks  from  this  day,  to  r:.hiov.'  iuiai^'lf.  Wul,  Cliildren,  Servants, 
droods,  and  to  dispose  of  his  larids  h-  r--. 

V.  If  any  Ofrlcer  of  State,  or  Pubb';-!  -  ?Nli!!i.-t-r  of  State,  have  a  Mind  to  go 
for  England,  tliey  shall  bo  transpor:.  J  Ih-jj.-jit  he-,  u\  his  ^.lajcstys  Frigotts, 
when  these  Frigotts  siiall  return  t;:it'u  r. 

VI.  It  is  consented  to,  tiuit  any  V-  :u:\y  {■■>  'Ay  n-,.,n  the  rserh.^rlands, 
and  plant  in  this  Colony;  and  ti.  >•  i )  i! -ii  \'. ,  '  -  y  t"';  .-Jy  cnnie  hitlicr,  and 
any  of  the  Dutch  niay  freely  r-jUin;  h.-:u.<  ,  :  a'.y  ^^Jrl  of  Merchandize  Iiome 
in  Vessels  of  their  own  Country. 

VIL  All  Ships  fr<-!ai!.<*  S::h-  .-h'nd----,  or  any  oi\v  r  Phi.-,^,  and  Goods  therein, 
shall  be  rec'^ivtd  here,  aivl  sciii  !><■! '  ;db  r  tl,  '  .Mi  tuMt  r  \vhieh  formerly  ihey 
were,  beiore  onrcouibi^'  hi:i.':  r,  f -r  si\  oi^'um';:.  ' 

VIII.  The  Du'ch  }v:re  a''-.  U  />y  :  \...}>-  rry  of  thvir  Con^cicnecs  in  divine 
"Worship  and  Church  iJisc^  Ibi'  . 

IX.  No  Dutchman  here,  or  I'litoii  >i,;p  !><  rf,  -ij.  iU  up«  ii  ajjy  occasion  be 
pressed  to  serve  in  War  aLra.ii^t  a!;\-  .N.iU.  :i  w',  i;-.rv.  r. 

X:  That  tiie  Tov\-!isine!i  of  ili  ■  ^l  n.';  i-:  .m-  i'.  .'.i  've  any  Soldiers  quar- 

tered upon  tiiem,  v.  ithout  l)eir:_:r  s.'.-i-.-'  d  !-  1  ]■■■.:■)  i.^r  (iii  m  by  ihe  Olhcers  ;  and 
that  ai  this  itl^^jh?.  if  tlv  F  '-ct  l-e  U'.t  r-r  y....  o\  \  uH  the  Soldiers,  then  the 

Burgciiiastcis,  by  i.i.i  ! 'ihcers,  .sh>;il  appoint  tome  Huuscs  capable  to  receive 
them, 

XI.  Tht  Dutch  here  shall  injoy  their  own  Cuiiomg  concerning  their  Inherit- 
ancer. 
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XII.  All  Publique  "VVntin^s  and  Records,  which  concern  the  Inheritances  of 
any  People,  oi  the  Ileglemenc  of  tlie  Church  or  Poor,  or  Orphans,  shall  be  care- 
fully kept  by  those  in  wliosc  Hands  now  they  are,  and  such  Writings  as  parii- 
cularly  concern'the  States-Gener.il,  may  at  any  Time  be  sent  to  them. 

Xin.  No  Judgment  that  h,is  j)a3^ed  any  Judicature  here,  shall  be  called  in 
Gluestion;  but  if  any  conceive  liiiit  he  hath  not  had  Justice  done  him,  if  he  apply 
himself  to  the  States-General,  the  other  Party  shall  be  bound  to  answer  for  the 
supposed  Injury. 

XIV.  If  any  Dutch,  livin2:  here,  shall  at  any  Time  desire  to  travaile  or  tvaf- 
iique  into  England,  or  any  Place,  or  Plantation,  in  obedif:nce  to  his  Majesty  of 
England,  or  with  the  Indi.Mis,  he  shall  have  (upon  his  Request  to  tiie  Governor,) 
a  C  ■.•tili  :'<-'-'^  t  h  at  hi  is  a  \v<    H-uizcn  of  this  Place,  and  Liberty  to  do  so. 

XV.  If  it  do  anpcare  tha'.  tlierc  is  a  publique  Engagement  of  Debt  by  the  Tov.'n 
of  the  Manliaitoes,  and  aWay  agreed  on  for  the  satisfying  of  that  Engagement,  it 
is  agreed  that  the  same  Wuy  proposed  shall  go  on,  and  that  the  Engagement  shall 
be  s.Tt'.sfit:d. 

XVI.  Ail  iufrri-n- Civil  O;!! :'  r.-.;  and  Majiitrates  shall  continue  as  now  lliev 
are,  (if  they  please.)  till  tlio  i:u^'o)ii:'ry  Tinieof  nevv'  l^ieotions,  and  then  nev/  ones 
to  be  ciiosoii  by  tiiemsclves  ;  pi  o  ,  id  ■  ;  th.;*  such  new  cliosoi  Magistrates  shall  take 
the  Oath  of  xlUegiance  to  his  ^slajesty  of  England  before  they  enter  upon  their 
Otf.ce. 

XVII.  All  Diff-rences  of  Contracts  and  Bargains  made  before  this  Day,  by 
any  in  tins  Country,  shall  be  d-  tcmrincd  according  to  the  Manner  of  the  Dutch. 

XVIII.  If  ic  do  appoace  I'w'.  I'l  )  West  India  Company  of  Amsterdam  do 
really  ov.'e  any  Sums  of  Mv^:;-  y  to  any  Person  here,  it  is  agreed  that  Recognition 
and  other  Duties  payaljlc  by  ^liins  going  fjr  the  Nelherlands,  be  continued  for 
6  Months  longer. 

XiX.  Ti;e  0!':i  ' a-'  Mditary,  and  Soldiers,  shall  march  out  with  their  Arms, 
Drums  beating,  .^nd  Culms  living,  arid  lighted  Matches;  and  if  any  of  tliem  will 
plant,  th':ys!i>dl  lii\efiuy  Acr-s  of  Larid  set  out  for  them;  if  any  of  tliem 
will  serve  as  ^^c;vants,  they  shall  continue  with  all  Safely,  and  become  free 
Denizens  a  f . :  r  w  a  rd  s . 

XX.  If  at  ariv  'J":!  ■  h'"r'  .)fier  (he  Ki'ng  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  States  of  the 
Neiherlan  1,  do  a^r  i.i  v:  I'-ns  P\:\.:o  and  Country  be  re-delivered  into  the  Hands 
of  the  said  S:a:o-,  v.-li-as  '^v..r  his  3*Iajostie  will  send  his  Commands  to  re-deliver 
it,  it  sliall  ini!;.---d!.:'-  'y  <. 

XXI.  Thai  the  Tov.  ii  Mf.M.'.iMiattans  shall  choose  Deputyes,  and  those  D-?pa- 
tye--^  s!rall  liav'o  frc;:Vi>yc'  ^  in  all  inililiqae  AH'alrs,  as  much  as  any  other  Dcnusyes* 

XXII.  Ti)t>se  W!;.)  :'tiy  Prnnerty  in  any  I1ou;.;ls  in  the  port  of  Aurarna, 
shall  (if  they  -  U  .\a  th'^  Portinc^uions  tliere,  ar.d  then  enjoy  ail  their 
IIuU'-'  S,  a^  ail  i\:i.M''','  do  wn-  r-.-  there  is  no  Fort. 

XXIH.  If  til'  i"r  Ic  .lay  Sjldi.rs  that  will  go  into  Holland,  and  if  the  Company 
of  Wt  St  fi.Ji.i  in  All)  .'.•'r.;>im,  vr  any  private  Persons  here,  will  transport  the.m 
into  ll'^iiand,  lii ti.i  y  s'lail  have  a  sate  Passport  from  Colonel  Richard 
Xico;l-d>./p'u:y-GoVi  111  a-  under  his  Royal  Oigiiness,  and  the  other  Commission- 
ers, lod'jfaid  t:i.'  S  1.;'-;  tii.ir  shaU  transport  such  Soldi'-rs,  and  all  the  Goods  in 
them,  fro.n  any  .Sar;'-.  ..•  .i!  or  Acts  of  Ho.^iility,  to  be  doiu:  by  any  of  his  rvl.-destie's 
Ships  or  .Subjto-s.  Tim;  the  Copies  ofthe  King's  Grant  to  his  Roya!  ^^i-^'l^.c  ^s 
and  the  Copy  of  h:i  Ruval  ITi^iinesi-rs  Commission  to  Colonel  Richard 


'Nii-ivK.;  J  I'll  '  ^;i:'> 


\  .>         L'U  ^yr  >!  .-/-i<l  ...  .Oi->:^>  lf;:u<'{  2  ' ■v■•J■ 
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testified  by  two  Commissioners  more,  and  Mr.  Winihron.  i''>  be  true  Copies,  shall 
be  delivered  to  the  Hon.  I\lr.  Sniyvesant,  the  jirc^^i  lU  Goverpior.  (  u  Munday 
next  by  Eight  of  the  Clock  in  the  Mornin^r,  ^t  the  Old  .Milii ;  and  these  Ariiclej; 
consented  to,  and  s::^ned  by  Colonel  Ri^diard  ?Nioo!is.  I)t  pi:ty-Gi.  veruor  to  his 
Royal  Highness';  and  that  v/ithin  two  Hours  ot'ier  the  Fort  and  T(.>v.n  (\il;ed  New 
Amsterdam, upon  the  Isle  of  Manhalots,  sliaU  b'^  ddiMieJ  into  ti.c  Hasids  of  tlte 
said  Colonel  Richard  2sico!!s,  !jy  the  Sei  vice  of  such  as  s'uall  be  by  liim  tI;ercunto 
deputed,  by  his  Hand  and  Seal. 

John  De  Decker, 

Nich.  \Vrh'.  t, 


Sam.  Me 

Coni-lm- 
Oh-.nb 
Jarats  Ct'U>se:iu, 


[' v.-it.  !c, 

\'an  Kortlant, 


Robert  Carr, 
Geo.  Cartwriirht, 
John  Winthrop, 
Sam.  Willys, 
Thomas  Clarke, 
John  Pinchon. 


I  du  eOi;seui  to  thess  article^, 

RICHARD  MCOLLS. 


No.  H. 

Li^t  of  Governors,  Licvienant-Govtrntrs,  af.'  Prcwhids  of  (he  Council,  vho 

have  ndminisicTid  the  Goi^-rhvi'-nt  vj  i-u:  Cdnny  and  iiiaic  of  ^cv.-'York  Jran 
its  settlement  to  the pn^cni  ti^.ie. 

iVJTC!!. 

Peter  Minuet,  Director-Genera],        -       .       -       .  1(V25  to  16'29 

AVauter  Van  Twillcr,        -       -              -       -       -  IC-Jfi  to  1628 

William  Kcift,   J';3S  to  1617 

Peter  Stuyvesant,   llMT  to  IbG-i 

Anthony  Colve,         -        from  Oe;',t.(  v  11,  h'r..\  tu  F-  bniury  9.  1(;71 

ENGLISU. 

Richard  y.co'ls,  -       -       -       .         fi<>)  ;     ] 's  mbcr  7,  l'''.'>  1  to  IGGT 

Francis  Love'aoe,       -       -       -       -              .       ,  ii;(;7  (,.  lf;73 

Edmur.d  Andross,      -  t,,  ir,>i 

Anthony  Brockholst,         -  to  1G^3 

Thomas  Deini::'.;).   lt'.<\  t^^  ]i.;-^S 

Francis  Niciio'.'^on,   ;,;  ii;-;r) 

Jacob  Liesl';r,  (  L\n.;i':iiant-G^  :v  r!;(.r,)        -       -       -  lb>'j  lo  ](il>l 

Henry  Slaughter,  a  tVu'  n-.r>ii:!  v  i,i             ...  li)Ol 

Richard  Ingolsby,  (Lieu:*  iK'.hi-ii.'Vtrr.nr.)         -       -  ]C,'M  to  lfiO-2 

Benjamin  Fh  tcher,   If.'.ej  i^-/)^ 

Richard,  Earl  of  Bellamor.t,   to  1701 

John  Nanuin.  ( Lieuit. naii:-Go\ ;  rnor,)        -  17i)l  to  l';C''2 

Edvvard  Hyde,  (Lor!  Ctirw'  -i;T.)        -  nO-JtollO? 

Lord  Lov.  biC'^,  (Barori  of  H  i.:  \-,)  -  -  -  1708  to  1701) 
Richard  I r. go isby,  (Li-.:M,.i:.:-(  i    .  rn.  r.)            few  montlis  in  1709 

Gjrardas  llckman,  (I'l.  idciU,)        ....  HOO  to  1710 

Robert  Hunter,  -       .  1710  to  171S 

Peter  Schuyler,  (President,)      -      -    .  .       .      .  r;lS  to  I'iO 
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"VVilliam  Burnet,  -  -1720  to  172S 

John  Montgomerie,   1^28  to  1731 

liio  Viux  Dam,  (President.)  -----  1731  to  1732 
WUliam  Cosby,  ,       -      -      -      -      -      -      -       1732  to  1736 

George  Clarke,   1736  to  1743 

George  Clinton,         -  1743  to  1733 

James  De  Lancey,  (Lieut.  na!;t-Govcrnor,)  in  -  -  1753 
Danvers  Osborn,  a  tcv."  days  in  _       >       _       _  ll'^o 

James  De  Lancey,  ([.icutenLau-Governor,)        -       -  1753  to  1735 

Charles  Hardy,   1735  to  1757 

James  De  Laucey,  (  L: .  !'..'iiant-Go  v>?rnar,)        -       -  1757  to  17G0 

Cal  .valiader  Golden.  (LiCiit.  nant-Governor,)     -       -  17dU  to  17r)2 

Rob-rt  :vlonkt>>n,  1702  to  17G3 
C:iJ  walad'.r  Co'vi  .n,  ( Lieuii^navii-GoYcrnor,)      -       -       17G3  to  17G5 

11.  ury  Mooce,   1765  to  1709 

Cadwcii  ij<;r  Cuid  li.  ( f^i<iur'!iniU-Govcrnor,)  till  -  -  1770 
Joliti  IVLurra}-;  i.  ■t  :  ■  f  1)  .-.''.laore.         -       -       -       -       17?J  to  1771 

\\'irdaiu  Tr}ou.  1771  to  1775 
(Tliec^^lonial  gov.\-i-::i;  - 1;;  v.ws  su-'peiided  in  ?*lay,  1775  ;  fiom  whicli  time,  till 
April,  1777,  Nev,--Y.;.i-'-:  w.is  imtrr.ed  by  the  provincial  congress ;  Nathaniel 
VToodhull.  president  of  th  '  i-'',,.. ro^s  in  August,  1775.  1'he  stafe-governmti^i 
v/ent  irito  operaiiou  aUcr  th I'.d'ipLion  of  tho  constitution,  tho  2[)ih  of  April, 
1777.) 

S'r/-:  Governors. 

Gcomc  Clinton,  fron:i   1777  to  i7L)5 

Julm'juy,  -       -   1 795  to  ISO!' 

G.\>r-.'  Clinnni,   1^01  to  ISOl 

Mor/.m  L.  \Vis,   ISO!  to  1607 

Daaul  D.  T  >!..|"kln:^,        -       -       -  -       -  1807  to  1817 

John  Taylor,  (Li  u-.v;!:i.:'-(.iovernor,)  in  -       -  1717 

Do  Wni'cin.ton,       -       -       .  -       -       .  18i7tolS22 

Joseph  C.  Yai- s,   1822  to  1824 

Do  AViaClint-n,       -       -       -  -       .       -  i^24tol82S 

Narhinii.d.  i\t  ■!,'  ;■.  i,  L.'  : .".ant-Governor,)  -  -  1828  to  182.) 
iM:i.niu  V:!n       a"     -  'dif'  ■.■  i;ionths  iii          _        -        -  1S29 

Eiv.vs  T.  T'u.o      :  J...  :    nant-Governor,)  -       -  1^29  to  1830 

E!--:..4  G         T,       -  l>>30tol-32 

V/'di,..:,  1.  M      y    1^32  to  1830 

Wdd:tm  11.  8  V,  r,.:,   1830 

T  ■  7'        of  I  he  Cuuris  oj  Conirnnn  Plra^. 

IN  .rproiK.  '^'"  ^  ^ i'^  January,  last  Tuesday  in  i  Kiver-Head. 

(  .M  ly.  :.  .^t  Tu.  sday  in  October.  S 

c     I'.r  •  '1:;.  .  I.tv  in  Juiie,  last  Tuesday  i>^'Oc-")     ^  , 
js  ut  nnss.  <  ,  -      .      J  '!<   "  .     ■       ,  '  I  at ^..iiempsteaa 

{      •  V  1  licsoay  m  l-tbruary.  3 

^     '1'  .:;  i  1  ;     \  \y  i ri  January,  third  Tuesday  in  April,  third  Tues- 

is  KIN'....  ^        ,,  j  Tu:-,iay  in  October.    At  BrouUlyn. 

S  Tuesday  of  every  month  at  the  Exchange  Build- 

err  Y  OF  LKOOKLVN.  ^  ^  .  _ 

Broo.':!.;in  M  •  •  ' "  ..    '  '       '.  at  the  Chy  Building?,  every  day,  except  Sunday?  _ 


i       I  -         -     -    •  ■  - 

urn  ^'^  mi  ■■  .  ■  ■ 

r«"ii  r-i  im  -  -     •     -  ■  ' 

if:-- 1  (.;>  lii-ar.  ■  •    ;  -  '  ^       .  - 

r^<^:^.!  ..3  .  .  -  .  ,   ;   •  ■■ 
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No.  III. 

Treaty  of  llutford,  lO:,:)  ;  ,!i':n>i:y,u:-l  al  p>'.!-cs  S7  and  Z-21. 

Articles  of  agreement  in.iJe  and  coiil'iiied  at  liarnofd,  npon  Conccticut,  Sep- 
tember 19,  IGjO,  bct'.veen  dclr^atcs  r.f  tlie  Coiiuuissiuiuis  of  tlic  United  Enr^lish 
colonieS;  and  the  dele:jate5  ofPeier  S:u}' VLrsaiU,  ^^overnor-^:' neral  of  jN'ew  Nether- 
lands— concerning  the  bounds  and  liinlis  between  the  Enjlisli  United  Colonies 
and  the  Dutch  province  i>f  New  Net ;'. 'ilaii  ls. 

]Vc  U'^rtc  n  .'i]     /'  (li^  folio  v:s,: 

That  upon  Lon^  Islai.d,  a  line  run  hoia  i!ie  v/esternniost  part  of  Oysterbay, 
and  so  in  a  strai2:h!:  and  diroet  lii; ;  :•.>  [l.i;  .-ra,  i^liall  be  ihe  bounds  betv/een  the 
English  and  the  Dutcli  tluirc,  the  t  a-icrly  rnvrt  to  beh>uj  to  the  English,  and  the 
westernmost  part  lo  the  Diuch. 

Tiie  bounds  uj^.on  the  main  to  br-iii  u[-'Ma  the  west  side  of  Greenwich  Bay, 
being  about  four  rniles  from  SuTiii'  i  l,  i  so  lo  run  a  \\"csterly  line  twenty  miles 
lip  into  the  country,  ai;d  after,  ;is  it  ^^  .  '  M-ind  by  the  two  ::overnments  of  the 
Dutch  and  New-Iiaven,  provid' d  I'l  -  ^  n  i  'I'le  run  not  within  ten  miles  of  Hud- 
son's River,  and  it  is  agreiMi  that  Hm'  \\  ■!;  v!!  n^t,  at  any  time  heroaf^crj  build 
any  huuse  or  1. 'ibi'.a;;  :m  \/i'hiii  s:  >:  ui"  li,  ■    ad  line.    TIk.  inhabitants  of 

Greenwieli  to  r:;".i;:iu  (til!  ftutin  j  <;■.;;:;  /:•  iuii  li^i  r<.uf  Ic  iuid,)  under  the  go- 
vernment of  trie  Dutch. 

That  the  Du:.ch  sliall  Inl  i  a:id  cnj^'V  .-i!  t;;-- binds  in  nartf  >rd  that  they  are 
actually  in  poss':>Mon  ot",  knov.-n  or  t  cu'.  i.>y  eertaiu  marks  and  bounds,  and  all 
tlie  remainder  of  tiie  s.iid  lands,  ou  \  .li  .-'.  i  s  of  Cvjnn'M  ticut  River,  to  be  and  re- 
main to  the  En-Ush  there. 

Audit  is  a-i-eod.  that  the  afjresai  I  bo  in!-;  an  i  lir'iiis,  Lioth  upon  the  island 
and  main,  shall  be  observed  and  k-  ;:■<> ;  .!;•'•!(•,  btr-.ii  !.\-  t''i<-  Englisli  of  the  unit- 
ed Colonies  and  ail  the  Dutch  na.'i-.i.  v  i-..  r.  .my  (.ip'i.M.dnueiU  or  raolestation, 
until  a  full  deteriKinati'.ui  b'j  j.-;  i  ■  d  t.i  in  i  i".! m;-.'  ,  by  iiui;u;d  consent  of  the 
two  States  of  1.1;,.:!  lu J  a;vi  jL^b.;:.  !.  An.i  in  le^timi-ny  (if  oar  j"int  consent  to 
the  sevin-al  tbr<'_'  'ing  conditions,  v.  e  ha\  e  h.  i<  unto  .set  our  Jiar.ds  tliis  I'Jth  day  of 
Sentc. liber,  lt3jet. 

SlMO.\  RRADSTnr.f.iV     THOMAS  ^VILLET, 
THOMAS  PKlNCi:,  GEORGE  UAXTER. 


Rcmonstrojicc  of  /■' ^  scv  ~''-r  ^ 
Ctyicficil,  in  lG'i3,     ^' irt  o!         'i  ■:- 
dcr  is  asfoIIoKs  : 

"  W 1 1  ^,re  f  "> r  •:• ,  a!  t  h. nu  r h  w  1 1  i  \  ; .  11  1 1 ' 
fears  by  whio'.i  we-  >o;.i"  tii;>''  -u;!' 
labors  an.i  cadiu.-s,      th.it  it  is  !.■•: 
fectiou  in  pr-.-;'.. ih--  wtdfire  <•( 
wildorii  ;  =  s,  ^bljj-.vu;  :  r.MS.-ns 

I.  Our  ;.pi-vd:.  i\A-'U  to        an  ,;! 
which  is  contrary  to  the  Iir.-t  !!;:< 
lated  iroveru'ii  nr,  to  wit :  iL  -i  ■ 


No.  IV. 

/>:•' 


\  ('■r'-a.y-f/^  to  the  Governor  and 
;      <  S(.i.  ^I  ami  v2;  Ihc  rc?nai7i- 


[y,\:  <:  u  i.l  d '.-iare  fieclyour  anxious 
i-'  ■  :i  ..hirai' d  aiid  discouraged  in  our 
;r  i-e.v  r  t.:'  act  witli  that  rigor  and  af- 
.i;.:ry       wcii  us  before,  although  in  a 

.fv  :  iv,  rijuiejit  established  among  us, 
;  •  ;'ai':(;i[.ks  of  every  weli-regu- 

•    •'         arf'^^aL':  liie  exclusive  powej 


Cidj  '}!<  -^Mi'- 
"jo       'iij'' J' 
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to  disposa  arbitrarily  of  the  life  and  property  of  any  individual,  and  this  in  virtue 
or  under  pretext  of  a  law  or  order  whicli  he  might  fabricate,  without  the  conseiitj 
knowledge,  or  approbation  of  the  whole  body,  their  agents  or  representatives. 

Thus  new  laws  relative  to  the  lives  and  property  of  the  inhabitants,  contrary 
to  the  privileges  of  the  Nethcrlandi,  and  odious  to  every  free-born  nian,  and 
principnlly  so  to  those  whom  God  had  placed  under  a  free  government  en  new- 
settled  lands,  who  are  entitled  to  claim  laws  which  are  as  near  resembling  those 
of  Nethcrland  as  possible. 

It  is  our  humble  opinion  that  it  is  one  of  our  privileges,  that  in  making  new- 
laws,  our  explicit  consent,  or  that  of  our  representatives,  is  unavoidably  requir- 
ed for  their  adoption. 

2.  Casually  we  arc  every  year  full  of  apprehension  that  tlie  natives  of  the 
land  may  commence  a  new  war  against  us,  by  the  murders  they  conuaii  under 
the  pretext  that  they  have  not  br eu  paid  for  their  land,  which  creates  many  ca- 
lamities and  discourages  s«^tilcrs,  and  even  contributes  to  lessening  the  number 
and  industry  of  the  rcnaind-  r. 

It  has,  thus  far,  not  be'M\  incur  power  to  discover  the  truth  hereof,  or  ascer- 
tain to  what  tribe  these  murdorers  belong.  It  is  too  often  disregarded  as  commit- 
ted by  savages  wIjO  reside  at  a  consid'-rablc  distance.  But,  be  that  as  it  raay,  it 
fills  us  with  daily  anxiety,  so  that  we  are  compelled  to  look  out  for  own  defence, 
as  we  cannot  discover  in  what  ntanner  our  lives  and  property  shall  be  protected, 
except  by  our  own  means. 

3.  That  omcprs  and  magistrates,  a'lhough  pei-sonally,  from  their  qualifications, 
deserving  similar  olhoes,  are  appointed  coiurary  to  the  lav.  s  of  the  Nt  therlands, 
to  many  ofnces,  without  consent  or  nDuiinaiion  of  tiie  people,  which  nevertheless 
are  the  most  concern^ :d  in  the  eiii'icc. 

4.  That  many  orders  and  proclaniations  made  before,  without  approbation  of 
the  country  in  the  days  of  yore,  by  the  autltority  of  the  Director-General  and 
council,  either  of  torrncr  d  '.ys  or  actually  ruling,  which  remain  obligatory,  al- 
though we  are  ignorant  of  th.  ir  t-  rce,  and  become  transgressors  from  ignorance 
without  knowing  it,  by  which  we  are  exposed  to  many  dangers  and  troubles, 
and  may  occasion  our  owii  ruin  without  knowing  it. 

5.  On  the  proniis.  s  of  grants  and  general  letters  of  privileges  and  exemptions, 
various  plantations  have  bt  en  made  at  a  great  expense  of  the  inhabitants  in 
building  their  houses,  nuiking  tenccs,  &c.,  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  and  princi- 
pally so  by  thu-^e  ot  :  il'jb'jigh,  and  Middlewout,  witii  their  neighborhoods 
and  other  places. 

Manv  single  f;\rn\s  wcr-.-  taken  up  by  persons  who  solicited  a  deed  of  such  a 
grant,  but  were  abAMVo  drkiytd  and  disappointed,  to  their  great  loss,  which 
creates  a  suspicion  that  sunv^  innovations  are  in  contemplation,  or  that  there  is  a 
lurking  iniention  to  alt'T  f.rmer  stipulations, 

G,  'l'h;it  to  some  itulividaals,  large  quantities  of  land  arc  granted  for  their  pri- 
vate profit,  on  which  a  large  village  of  20  or  30  families  might  have  been  esta- 
blished, which,  in  the  en  J,  must  effect  an  immense  loss  to  the  Patroons,  with  re- 
gard to  th'-ir  revenues,  as  wt-ll  now  as  in  future,  and  which  must  weaken  the 
strengilj  of  the  Province,  and  liisable  that  part  of  the  country  to  provide  in  or  con- 
tribute to  its  def.'nce,  and  that  of  its  inhabitaxUs,  except  v/e  or  our  commonalty 
are  enabled  to  eiTect  it. 

7.  As  v.c  eX'Tt  ourselves  to  r::diice  all  our  griefs  within  six  points,  whioii  wo 
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confidentially  explained,  as  we  renew  our  aiiegiance,  in  the  hope  tliat  these  will 
soon  be  redressed,  agreeably  to  the  privileges  of  our  country,  when  all  discontents 
shall  cease,  a  mutual  harmony  be  restored,  and  our  anxiety  relieved. 

We  apply  therefore  to  your  wisdom  to  heal  our  sicknesses  and  pains.  "SVe 
shall  remain  thankful,  and  consider  any  further  application  needless,  as  we 
otherwise  should  be  compelled  to  do. 

Upon  which,  humbly  soliciiin  j  your  honors'  answer  on  every  point  or  article 
in  such  a  manner  tliai  we  may  remain  satisfied,  or  proceed  further,  &;c,,  as  God 
shall  direct  our  steps. 

Your  Honors'  suppliant  Servants."" 

Done^Decemberll,  1G53. 


Narrative  and  remonr^traace  of  the  DcpvJiKs  prcriov.sly  nssevibled  at  Hempstead,  in 
March,  \6Gb,  as  m''n'Jonrd  at  pa^e  I'W,  relating  to  the  different  apprehension 
of  so//u:  maliers  then  and  there:  trun.'^ac'cd. 

"  His  Majesiy  having  emr-loyeti  his  ships  of  war,  and  sent  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  soldiers  to  reduce  these  parts  of  A;nerica  to  his  obedience,  the  present  go_ 
vernraent  was  readily  received,  and  peaceably  settU-d  on  Long  Island,  by  vinue 
of  his  iNlajesty's  letters  patent,  made  and  irrantcd  by  his  Royal  Highness  James, 
Duke  of  York  and  Albany,  bearing  dw-  i\vj:  twehih  day  of  March,  in  the  six- 
teenth of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  Lord  King  Chi*r!e:=:  the  II,  published  a 
Gravesend,  on  Long  Island,  afores.ud,  ai^oui  iho  middle  of  August  following,  in 
the  audience  of  a  great  number  of  the  iniiabitarits  thereof,  by  tlie  Right  Honorable 
Col.  fiichard  Nicolls,  deputy  goveriuu'  under  his  royal  highness.  At  which 
time  and  place  Governor  Wiut!u-op,  l^oing  ibeu  present,  openly  declared  that 
their  colonies  claimed  no  jurisJiciioii  de  jure  over  Long  Island;  but  what  they 
had  done  was  for  the  v,-olfare,  peace  ai.d  M/uct  i-clihment  of  his  Mojtsty's  sub- 
jects, as  tliey  were  the  nearest  ccvtrt  of  rv-c.-id  to  tl;em  under  Ids  .Majesty;  but 
now  his  ■Majesty's  pleasure  v.  as  fully  t ; ..-rj-.Ccd  by  his  letters  patent,  as  above 
said,  their  jurisdiction  over  them  ce;iS'd  iU'd  b  ojuiennU;  whereupon  our  ho- 
norable Governor  then  replied  al^o,  that  in.  would  not  put  out  any  of  the  officers 
which  Connecticut  luid  set  up  iu  the  ri\  il  state,  but  confirui  them  under  his  pow- 
er to  act  in  every  tov,-ii,  until  a  cosiVLMiiea:  sua.sou  served  to  conven.e  deputies 
from  all  the  towns  ou  tise  islaud,  when  ana  where  laws  v/eie  to  be  enacted  and 
civil  OiUcers  establi.^hed. 

Snortly  after,  at  another  nvittitig  uf  our  liomrable  governor  and  Connecticut 
Commissioners,  several  tv.rsuns  vwmc  tir  rt-  ^  i 'niiriucd  by  hiia  in  civil  authority, 
by  his  writing  und-jr  liis  hand,  which  t'.;y  jci'ijli^ii-  u  1:1  several  towns  where 
they  were  to  collect  rates  and  loriiicr  d  ^.s  I'V  Cunriectici.t,  unto  which  power 
these  eastern  towns  readily  atid  wiliwigly  obeyed  and  submitted  for  the  space  of 
six  months  at  leasL 

In  ]March  following,  we  were  conven'.d,  being  deputies  chosen  by  the  several 
tov/ns  ia  a  general  assernbly  lieli  a;  Hvr.ipstead,  where  his  Majesty's  aforesaid 
patent  v/as  first  read,  and  a  cumu-i.^^su  i)  t";  .>i:i  his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of 
York,  empowering  atid  iiiresting  ib.e  af '.--s-v  d  Col,  Richard  Nicolla,  with  autho- 
rity to  put  the  co.".tent3  of  the  said  patent  into  practice  and  execution,  who  de- 
clared unto  us  that  our  f:rst  busui-.'ss  tl.uu'.J  be  to  d'.cide  son^e,  and  to  compose 


SrJf^'loriv'H  ■^;5V:.'I  V.i  .iV  ■:^,;(,!:;g...,i,j 
YSi'l^  •;->,'''f/  I'M''   ;     ivi;.  !'  -.  .i"^  i  ■/ .  li:,  i/.. 

.  ; .,'  ■■     •,■  ■  .■ .... 
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Other  differeaces  wliicli  were  on  fl  jut  l)ef<.re  he  came  to  the  2:overnnient,  acojrd- 
ing  to  the  manner  and  form  in  pr.c;r,ice  since  our  late  ackno\vled:;ment  of  the  Con- 
necticut authority  ;  but  that  lie  had  prepared  a  body  of  general  ha%vs  hereafter  to 
be  observed;  the  wiiich  were  dsiUvurod  to  us,  and  upon  perusal  we  found  ihem  to 
be  a  collection  of  the  laws  now  in  practice  in  his  Majesty's  other  colonies  in 
New  England,  with  abatement  of  the  severity  a-ainst  sucli  as  diiVcr  in  matters 
of  conscience  and  religion,- 

We  proceeded  to  object  against  some  and  propose  other  clauses  in  the  laws  ; 
■whereupon  several  anicndrntiUs  vrere  nuuie  v.'ith  further  assurance;  from  tlic  go- 
vernor, that  when  any  roason:ib!<^  alteration  should  be  otTcred  from  any  tovrn  lo 
tlie  sessions,  the  Justices  ::.u<.u!d  tender  the  same  at  the  assizes,  and  receive  satis- 
f.iction  therein,  the  truili  and  eirects  whereof  we  have  since  found. 

The  Governor  further  d(  eland  that  for  his  own  part  ho  expected  no  benefit  for 
his  labors  out  of  th'^  pu'.  scs  of  the  inhabitants,  not  so  much  as  to  defray  his  charge 
and  expenses  at  tlic  co^.'.rts  ;  bnt  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  hhn  to  esta- 
blish a  form  aiid  rnl';.  cwur.'.y  rates,  to  support  the  public  charge;  v/hercupon 
we  pitched  v.pun  th:  lown  aud  i  at  this  day  observed  in  Connecticut,  whicli 
was  knov/n  to  soine  oi"ih.>-  -  pr.  nt. 

In  the  next  place  we  conreiv^d  that  two  hundred  pounds  yearly  might  defray 
the  public  charge  ;  to  which  t!ie  Governor  replied  that  he  would  touch  none  of  the 
public  money,  but  that  t'-e  hi-li  riu  from  year  to  year  should  cause  the  same 
to  be  coileott'd,  and  give,  at  tli-j  exvjiratior;  of  his  (;ffice,  in  open  court  at  the  gene- 
ral asslz':  ..,  an  account  of  Ids  receipts  and  disbursements. 

If  it  sl;ould  happen  the  rate  v.ms  nu-n:.  ih^m  the  charge  of  Ids  year,  the  overplu3 
should  r-main  to  the  use  et  tiic  cnnitry  the  next  year;  if  the  charge  was  greater 
than  the  rate,  the  country  v/as  obhu-'  dto  bear  it  with  an  additional  rate  ;  in  all 
which  transactions  we  a;;tt d  -a  ;(h  .-  incerity  of  heart,  according  to  the  best  of  our 
understanding,  and  in  oln ..'if  lice  Uj  ins  iNlajesty's  authority  established  by  his  let- 
ters patent  over  us. 

INIoreover  we  appoint- ■]  a  cninmitfee  to  attend  the  governor  for  his  resolution, 
whether  we  might  jjot,  a.-,  .vailng  to  the  custom  of  the  other  colonies,  choose  our 
magistrates:  AV^-  r' i%  i  d  .uL-jWcr  by -our  dcjmtics,  tliat  they  had  seen  the  in- 
struction of  his  llnyrd  Jii  :.t:':s:s,  v.  (lerein  the  choice  of  all  the  oihccs  of  Justice 
Avas  solely  to  bo  m;  1  I  y  th^  Governor,  and  some  of  us  do  know  that  a  paidla- 
ment  of  En2:'a:i  1  c  us  ;  a  judi'C  nnr  justice  oftlie  jK'acc, 

In  conclu-siun  (  >'  -v.  ruiT  toM  us  that  we  liad  seen  and  read  his  Majesty's 
letters  patent,  the  .  i.nui -.  ^um  and  instructions  from  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  York,  an  1  if  v.--  v..>uld  have  a  ■^reatcr  share  in  the  govermnent  than  lie 
cou'd  ailov/,  we  miw-'  .  i>  t  .  tc.:^,  king  for  it. 

NvVcit li':'  :--;  >  ;.  i..<':..ii.s  n\en  have  aspersed  us  as  betrayers  of  their  liber- 
t! 's  uii'i  [.ri\i;' .;i 1.1  •  .  rlijing  to  an  address  to  his  Royal  Highness,  full  cf 
duty  an  l  i;ratitu  !  •.  v,  by  his  Royal  Ili'^hness  may  be  encouraged  the  more  to 
take  us  aud  ti,-;  v.\ : tare  of  our  posterity  into  his  most  princely  care  and  consi- 
deration. 

Neither  can  nr.y  c'au^.'  in  triat  address  bear  rny  other  natural  sense  and  con- 
struction tii m  o.:r  ob  iv  e  and  submission  to  his  ?.Iajesty's  letters  patent,  ac- 
cording to  onnlaty  .md  i(>^'iance. 

However,  th'if  odt  and  fdlovz-subjc c*s  niay  he  ui.decf  i\ ..d  of  tlie 

false  aspcfSiCi.s  thr  -  v;nii;   ii  us,  and  the  im[ nsttu-c?  of  men  diiaUcctcd  to  go- 
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vernment  mnnlfostcd,  lest  they  should  furtlicr  prevail  upon  tlie  weakness  of 
others;  we,  the  then  deputies  and  subscr!l}ers  of  the  s;u<l  adih-ess,  conceive  our- 
selves obliged  to  publish  this  narrative  and  rnnonstrance  of  the  several  pas- 
sages and  steps  conducting  to  the  tir,.'scnt  government  nrni.r  which  we  now  live, 
and  we  desire  that  a  record  h.crcof  n^.a y  be  kept  in  each  town,  that  future  ares 
may  not  be  seasoned  with  tiic  sour  malice  of  such  unn.a.si  '..able  and  groundless 
aspersions. 

Signed  by  the  Deputies. 

Dated  the  21st  day  of  June,  IGGG. 


No.  VI. 


Remonstrance  of  Soutkarapion  cj 


dcr  requiring  (hem  to  talce  out  a  neio 


To  the  Governor : 

Honorable  Sir. — We,  tiic  inh.ibit^inLs  rj 
our  humble  servic'-,  ^.S.;".  to  ;.li'iv,-  .,>i;!  rr-- 
■obedience  to  the  ordr:r  of  the  l.-.a.'r-.bh^ 
lierein  unto  you  somr-  roasous  v.di}'  v;-j  ar^ 
for  our  lands,  a=  f  /duweth  : 

1st,  Because,  as  we  have  hone-tly  jmr 
and  natural  ovruers  of  tlicni.)  vv.- 
obtained  and  derived  from  tlic  hoi 
fifth  part  of  gold  and  silver  ore,  a!id  fi-ur 
2dly,  Because  the  injunriion  l.'.:>i  on  j 
166(3,  to  take  f  nlh  {^a'oMns  fjr  their  ian  l^ 
iy  conceive  inten.dod  not  the  p!  "i:i:,:ri,,iis 
those  at  the  west  end  wlio  were  r'  du  j*  1  f 
tofore.  Those  Eiiglish  tlvai  ■•ain.-  d  v.  ■ 
claimed  took  out  land  briefs  foiM  t;.-  hi 
3dly,  Because  those  of  u:^,  w!;o  i' 
none  but  ourselves  to  the  vr.-.t  c  ,  r.-  -  \u 
ed  our  lives  (as  soriie  lost  ih'  -r-  i;'  ; 
barbarously  cru-.-l  na'.ivf-. ;  y  :  tla---  •  .  U 
these  our  lands  above  i!.;.;>  \e-  ;  : 
claiming  then\  fr  '.n  us,  ;v  !  : '  ■  •  ;  i  \. 
our  rightful  privii  ■  •  •.■'.y  ' 
be  better  assured  to  Uc  l-y  '  '  u,-  <■ »:  .o;> 

-Ithly,  And  materially  b>:.:i:-!.  by  x' 
but  few)  to  put  onr.scl^'.s  i<:ei'  r  o'..}'  '  i 
whereupon  accord inu'ly,  by  w  il'.ing  c  e; 
to  Hartford  jurisdiction,  and  di<.,  rs  cf 
■  there,  and  v/h..  a  t'-.c  wonhy  Mr.  \V 
our  presem  l'>;d,  i-'i.e:  ('h...'';'  .»  II  .  f  !  ; 
included,  auJ  .omUc  eo'  tiie  th-  U  ci;;'  f  !!.• 
in  the  j^ateut ;  su  liiat  liiis      ^  ■   :    ■  >  e 
of  tlic  :.ud  C(i!  eiy  ;  Aivl  I.-  ■  . 

sioncri  came  lui-j  laeoe  p-ift.-.  i.xi  M;-j. 


i^.ttrdka .oivtlon^  Fthruary  15,  1G70. 

f  this  town. do  hereby  present  unto  you 
i^.  ;  t  t.)  )-'iur  liorau's  pleasure,  and  our 
i  (.f  assire— we  are  bold  to  manifest 
unwilimg  to  receive  any  further  patent 

id'.a^eii  lie  ni  of  ilic  natives,  (the  proper 
h       air.-  uiy  tin:  ]>atont  right,  lawfully 

■  Kail  of  S',ir!lng,  wc  being  to  pay  one 
busiirls  of  Iii'Jian  corn  yearly. 

i<  rs  ai.^  ami  pl.iiuaiions  by  the  laws  in 
t'rotn  our  tlu  n  "overnor,  we  grounded- 
fX\  iL:s  east  I  ad  uf  the  island,  but  only 
ro'ii  a  fuis  ij-ri  :;e\ ei  iuii, di,  even  as  here- 
'.1  v.  i;le.n  the  preein.is  wdiich  llie  Dutch 
ii  :  '\ I- rnor. 

i".'  '  ' -Mtoii  1.- cf  tliis  plantation,  put 

a  toil-  :  \:\V.'  c.  we  greatly  liazard- 
a.'  O..'  '■  i;':d  by  the  tlieP.  iun\irrous  and 

■  In  eee   Pi  .v'.l.i       \ve  ji  iv  ;  e,o, -  - 

■.:  .!.••:;  .pu^:;  fu  iae'i -lation  by  any 
•  e     ■  ■  '    V,  !,y  u'e  .-il.n'.dtl  lose  any  of 
■ly  '    i.  or  iiu.v  our  lands  can 

r  \'  \'.'  i.'  :V>en  any  one. 

■  ~.  .  '1  ;  i'eM  vve  li  id  licence  (wcbcino- 
i-.  M;;  -y'.,  'iwes  ibr  government, 
-  I.:  -  a  !  «•-,  we  adjoined  ourselves 
i;  .  ■.  ra-  'ie  ■  i  s  of  the  king's  cot  rt 
o  p     •■■■■!•>■  •!     !      tit  fre'ui  his  Majesty 

•.  :        i.y  i-i  ILu'.f.trd,  our  town  is 
.-..e,  ;•:  el  i--ir  tviv,  n  cxjircssly  nominatcil 
'»'■■    -'i  -'  y  -'Vi  al.>.suiu:e  limb  or  j)art 
'1- .o  i  .■::  .r  h:  :  M j lefty's  (  o;>u)Us- 
:y'-'!  .-a  iiec  neiUuu  was  ]  leased 
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so  far  to  encourage  his  ppople  of  the  said  rolony.  as  by  hi.s  letter  to  assure  them 
that  their  ecclesiastical  and  civil  privileges  v;liich  he  had  granted  thern,  shouli 
not  be  infringed  or  diminished  by  his  said  commissioners,  or  any  others  v/hatso- 
ever. 

51y,  Ic  is  not  only  in  all  our  experience  beyond  all  parallel  that  each  tovrn 
should  be  constrained  to  take  fjrtli  a  patent,  but  also  the  patents  here  impo>f  d 
and  those  given  forth,  which  yet  we  have  seen,  seem  to  bind  persons  and  iov\  ns 
in  matter  of  payment  to  tlie  will  and  mercy  of  their  lord  and  his  succeosors,  or 
lieutenants  ;  and  who  can  tell  but  in  tinie  to  come  those  rn.iy  succeed  v.  ho, 
through  an  avaricious  distemper,  may  come  upon  us  with  such  heavy  taxes  and 
intolerable  burdens,  as  may  make  us,  or  our  poor  posterity,  to  groan  like  Israel 
in  Egypt. 

Ciy,  Because  people  are  enjoined  to  acknowledge  in  tlie  said  patent  (if  we  mis- 
take not  .£:ioatIy )  that  liii  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York  is  sole  proprietor  of 
the  whole  island;  which  we  cannot  consent  unto,  because  we  know  ourselves 
to  be  the  true  proju-i^'tors  oi  the  land  we  here  possess,  v/itti  the  appurtenaiices 
thereunto  bi^longiug,  end  b.  <vui-c  m-u  ixvc  tnjoincd  by  the  said  paten;  to  pay 
not  only  all  just  dues,  bn'  also  oil  doniands  tliat  may  be  made  by  his  royal  high- 
ness or  his  auihorised  ageiu. 

7iy,  Because  we  are  more  tiian  coundent  his  Majesty  will  desire  no  more  of 
us  than  already  we  are,  even  his  faitlifal  liege  people,  who  have  many  of  us  al- 
ready taken,  and  the  rest  of  us  are  ready  to  take,  the  oath  of  allegiance  unto  iiim. 
Willing  we  arc  to  pay  our  just  dues  in  town  and  to  the  country,  and  ready  to 
serve  his  iMajesty  v/it!i  our  liv..;;  an.;  fortunes  ;  we  are  his  subjects,  and  we 
know  that  he  will  not  make  ug  slaves  to  any. 

Sly,  Because  General  r>iichols  gave  it  under  his  hand  that  we  at  this  end 
should  have  as  £!reat  priviU^gcs  as  any  colony  in  New-England,  and  yet  we  are 
denied  our  deputies  at  tlic  courts  ;  we  are  forced  to  pay  customs  for  goods  im- 
ported, for  which  '^  ust'ini  hath  betbre  been  paid  to  his  Majesty's  use  in  England. 

9ly,  and  lastly. — The  king's  commissioners,  in  the  year  IGGi,  by  their  procla- 
mation, seemed  to  do'.nan'i  ojdy  the  government,  with  e.xact  and  full  promise  that 
the  people  should  t  s'joy  whatsoever  God's  blessing  a}id  their  own  industry  had 
furnished  them  ^•.  iihul ;  and  we  see  not  what  more  a  patent  can  assure  us,  espe- 
cially considering  tiK;'.  the  patents  here  taken  forth  by  places,  or  particular  per- 
sons, secure  th-Mn  no:  absolutely  :  for  it  seems  to  us  by  the  order  of  tlic  court  of 
assizes,  even  uvui  ihem  who  liave  received  a  patent,  wood  and  timber  may  be 
taken  away  with'  ;/,  leave  and  without  pay;  in  all  which  respects,  and  some 
other,  wc  can.r."'.  v.  IHivg  to  take  forth  more  patent  than  we  have.  And  if  we 
do  succeed  uli.'  r  v,  .-  :;,:iu  v.e  expect,  we  hope  we  shall,  iil^e  good  christians,  pa- 
tiently bear  th.-  ^^c■^■^lu<•  that  may  be  permitted  to  fail  upon  us,  yet  never  fail  to 
be  fervent  votarus  f.r  yt^ur  honor's  real  happiness. 

[:;igned  by  Tiiouias  J.Jalscy,  jun.  and  49  other  inhabitants  of  the  town.] 


No.  VII. 

Of  the  Quaker  Persecutions. 

Whether  the  persc^nuions  formerly  practised  tov.-ard  tho  rc.;pcct:'.ble  s^ct  of 
Clin-riiaiis,  call-d      .  >    z-.^,  ought  to  be  as''ribL:J  to  tlie  iJccuUur  tciun^.r  ar.d  i-iis- 
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position  of  the  n^'-i  in  which  ih^.y  Vv'eve  perpetrated,  or  to  the  bigotry  of  particu- 
lar 5  JCts  or-individuals,  it  is  not  cur  province  todetennine  ;  yet  at  the  same  time 
some  account  of  those  unjustif.^t'ole  outrages  upoj\  th^^  rights  of  conscience  and 
the  iibcTtyof  speech,  scenes  u  nee  ssary'part  of  the  duty  of  th.e  historian.  These 

r'lV  froqucnt  and  notorious  from  tlic  year 
'.OA  of  Pct«^  r  Stuyvcsant,  uho  appears  to 
ncnib'^r  of  the  Dutch  Calvinistic  church, 


ai?ts  of  violence  vrere  more  par;icuii 
iOn  to  lGf34,  during  the  admlnis* r:< 
'  ■      '  nt 


have  been  a  zealous  and  iati>i 
and  disposed  to  execute  the  insti 
most  extravagant  rigor.  Tiic"  r 
"  f/LC  rn.'xinl.cmincc  of  the  Jic/r.r  -in 
decrees  of  the  synod  of  Dordrcc'-^' , 
an  ordinance  of  Itlof),  any  on.o 
by  the  Synod,  \'ras  finable  o:^■.  h 
five  guilders.  In  tlie  spirir.c.fi 
some  I^uth^'^rans,  and  in  11!.')"^  ! 


f 


reprove  1  \ 

permit  the  fr';'o  ev--?rc!<:'  of  ^!'■^r  r 
and  ll'iough  com!r.e:;d--d  tor  th'-  !.•. 
future.    Again.-;:  the  Uu  ik-u-s.  w 
made  rnariy  converts  in  sonie  of 
Jamaica  and  FlLts'-iincr,  th'^  '.ci 
Orders  in  v/riting,  or  I'Licanls,  w 
tain  members  o\       (idlo>^  sirt  : 
the  R-eformed  religion,  no  corr  :i 
icaods,  or  fc!d<,  und^-r  the  jvjn.i!;; 
or  child,  attending  for  the  first  (-1 
third;  and  arbitrary  correction  : 
and  seducinu''  ho'y':^,  and  the  '.-^ 
reporting  tii-jrnseivi's  and  takii 
severe  penalties.    Tiiese,  \vi: 
governmeni  vt  ry  im^  opular ;  ; 
conquered  in  ]i'>'')i  by  a 
time,  bc-ea  eir.-'.tod  by  the  inh.i 
of  the  other  colouivs. 

Materials  upon  the  subj -c',  o 
authenticj  yet  v.-.-tu  i-f 
narrow  limits,  and  contine  ,::.:> 
severity.  The  m.--t  i.r.-.iui  pi 
comniitied  were— I''.'bc: t  11"'; 
liam  rsobl!\,  E.hvai\i  Fcik'-.  H 
John  Bowno.  Samu'l  ."^j-lii  ., 
known  t'..iii  cli  it  ho  was  a  w  ■ 


tior.s  accv^mpanying  his  commission  with  the 
nath  riypiii-rd  by  tb.ose  instructions  was, 
I'  ^'iu  h-v,  i:i  cc)it-ir)i[iiy  to  the  Kord  and  the 
■;//  .".j'     (ol-:r,!fc  in  public  any  other  scci."  By 
•  .1'  bill,'  'io. •■.l  ines  other  than  those  authorized 
lie  1,  ;\;;  !  rv,  ryone  attending  thereon,  twe;-ity- 
<  i  ro'.    i'ln.  ih.;  Lrnvernor,  in  1G5G,  imprisoned 
'  '      ei'  TL-yman  of  that  church.    He  was 
:      W'r  :•,  /:;.;;  ',  ('oinpanv,  who  directed  him  to 
•'.  '■-Hi  !  1  -.U  i^  rsons  v.'iihin  thfir  own  houses; 
cr,  V,  .1-1  iiisiriioictl  to  u.sc  moderate  measures  in 
o  i  n!,  b-,-  tb-  ;r  [.iMc-'ful  and  prudent  conduct, 
■.    W'      i;i  !o\v;i,>  <<n  the  island,  particularly  at 
r  '..r-i:'  <:<-i\rr:i  r  w;<.s  violent  and  revcngetul. 
T'-  i  ^  v  b  to'i.i'  t'v.'.-n  amliurities  not  to  cnter- 
;..!  tb.  itnbi'.aiK-e  .if  IGlbJ  provided,  that  besides 
•■  sb'ubd  b  -  h  >Men  in  houses,  k/rm;,  shipr, 
ofbi'iy  ..-nbb'  IS  fir  <  acli  person,  man,  woman, 
t  -Oiid  ;  quadruple  for  the 
iiiipor'atiou  of  seditious 
.     .  ui  :  ■  r--.'i;.>  arri\  ;:ig  in  the  Province  without 
•-"ubjf-etcd  the  offenders  to 
discontent,  rejulereil  the 
Ltd  not  the  Province  been 
u!d  iiave,  in  a  very  short 
r  w  ith  or  witiiout  the  aid 


arri\ ; 


lS  ihemsvlvc?, 


his  in^eib^r^Mic 
treatment  ii?  r 
thf".  leraiii!.'.'!' 
pr..'ijAbiy  I-birr 


alv 


iiU  th 


and  zeal  m 
N;ivcd  f!-.>ai  t 
of  bis  sudVr 
.:;to:i,  tMui"  V 
t!ie  i.a  iy  .\i  . 
tiuu-  !.)  t  ir-! 


!t!i>ns  art-  both  abui;d;aU  and 
•-a  let  our  inquiries  \\  uhin 
ly-s  uf  mure  than  ordinary 
I  wbcin  ib(  >f  atrocities  v/ere 
-M.i,  W  Ibam  Eowne,  Wil- 
;  Tr-v.  nsvnd,  Lbiw.-ird  Hart, 
f»r  Ho  u  liLile  more  is 
<-  b  by  tlic  Friends  for 

.     -  >u  ,  liberty.    The  cruel 
from  the  Province  after 
Si,i,^  r  and  Tilton,  and 
Mid  to  Gravrscnd  in  It)  13, 
\\  dliam  Eowne  came 
■  isiiate  there  in  107)7.  lie 


•■To,  from  th;it  town 


{ ti  • 


'{ 

i     i  ' 

; ) I i ; , .  .    -If.  ■■! 
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to  'New  Jersey,  where  tacy  Ci\:u]r:  u  purclmsr;,  embracing  the-  pr.-;3cvit  coun-v  •  f 
Middlesex  atid  part  of  M>^;ii!i(>u;li.  Johu  and  Henry  Tov/itsend,  \vuh  i:  ir 
brother  Richard,  emigrated,  a  is  believed,  from  Lynn  Regis  in  Is'ortblk.-h/.r'., 
England,  to  Saugus,  (now  Lynn.)  ■\U;ss:ieluisetts,  a  litili;  j)revious  to  li;iO, 
soon  after  arrived  in  the  iS'eu'  .Neiiicriaiuls.  John  first  locaDxi  at  INTew  An.-." 
dam,  and  afit:;rwards  with  lieiiry  Flusliing;  from  whence  they,  with  R;-.!M.r'j^ 
went  to  Jamaica,  and  evci.Uiaiiy  to  Oyster-Bay,  wliere  they  Isicamc  hirgc  r  i  > 
prietors  of  kind,  and  the  prog'  nitors  of  a  numerous  olT-  pring.  Their  posterity, 
by  repeated  iniermarria'_'.  ;;  with  the  families  of  that  and  th^^  neigliborin.'  tov,  e-:. 
have  become  viry  ex^.ensiv--ly  cumiected,  and  rank  among  the  most  resp^r  •■.a.j'-' 
citizens.  Juhn  Duw;if,  ;u:  i  ids  father  Tiiomas  Eowne,  were  among  tuL  c.iri.'i^c 
and  most  vener.thh',  inh  ''>i;  ruts  of  Flushing.  They  enihracd  with  Z'/A  the 
opinions  and  prin<:ipl.  s  uf  Cr.'or-j;i'.  Fn.\.  anJ  were,  with  others,  on  this  occ'ur.t, 
maiked  i.Hit  by  til'- mnii"i:s  of  e.rl.iitrary  f>ower,  as  fit  suljects  of  rigorous  ar.il 
unceasing  rsecri'iiDn.  Jt  ha^  n  nii'mioiied  in  a  f  ^rmer  part  of  this  v.'or  :. 
that  John  B.-wne  was,  in  luu  r  tran>p.n-ted  to  Holhind  for  his  si;ppos-d  h-"  :  ;  • 
opinions,  an},  for  v/i-,  :h  .•;••{  la  •  Gnv.  niur  was  severely  reprimanded  by  ti.c  'W 
India  Com[t.-'ny,  ^\•a^>  :i  -  ■r\  ai;t  vi.-as.  Ti.c  communication  made  by  ilie 
govern--*r  and  eo-na;:'.  a:  'a  taai-.  rw  1  atMressed  to  the  directors,  was  as  follows: 
IIonnr'!'-\\  r '>■:>.'  rc<y  /■'••'..*•;  i;riifiri:i':n..  We  omitted  in  our  general  letter,  the 
troubles  and  (lii'.ietnties  \sliiLh  wi  ,  aa  i  rn  iny  of  our  R;ood  inhabitants,  have  since 
some  time  met  witli,  and  whii  a  ilaiiv  are  ranewed  by  the  sect  called  Quakers  ; 
chiefly  in  the  country,  and  [iraa  i ea  tlic  EnL;lish  villages;  eslalihshins:  forbid- 
den cofi':ciifi'-!'j<,  aiul  fra.pr'  ^fai/  lii  ■  a'j:ain-^t  our  published  jdi/canh,  and  d.s- 
turbing  in  this  mnnner  t!io  pa alu  jr  :a  i^  ;  in  s(»  far  that  several  of  our  magist.Tttcs 
and  well-alTectioned  subject--  renvai-trated,  and  complained  to  us  from  time  to 
time  of  their  insniV  r  ihia  o.i- nat- y  ;  uir.\  illing  to  obey  ovr  orders  or  judgments. 
Among  u:;ie!=.  ha-^  oao  ■  ;"i  i--  I'rnn ana!  iaaders,  named  John  Bowne,  v.ho.  for  his 
transgressio'is  wa'  in  c.i.a  -i'-auty  to  tije  placards,  condemned  in  an  amende  of  150 
guilders,  in  .<;'a /;-,:.;',  \  ho  ai-^  li af'a  under  arrest  more  than  three  months  for  liis 
unwillingne-?-  to  ;  ay,  oa-'.ai.irrly  persisting,  in  his  refusal  in  which  he  still  con- 
tinues ;  so  tint  w.:  :i?  '  i-'  r-'-ulved,  or  were  rather  compelled,  to  transport  him  in 
this  ship  from  lia  =  ran.  inr^,  la.  tie:  hope  that  others  mifrlil:,  by  it,  be  discouragrd. 
If,  nevertlr.a'-— l-y  ta^  i..''  ins  .no  nu>re  salutary  impression  i-^  made  upon  others, 
we  shall,  ta.ai_  i  a.,  aa-t  'jar  uiclinations,  be  compelled  to  prosecute  stich  prr.-^:a!s 
in  a  mare  se\  r,'  l  iai  r ;  .ai  wliieh  we  previously  solicit  to  be  favored  with  your 
Honors'  wise  aa.l  .,  .w^  jiul:;ment.  With  which,  after  our  cordial  sahitatioiis, 
we  rccoarn  n.i  y  I  a-  !  1  ■  a-r,  to  God's  proleclion,  and  remain,  Honorable  and  ll!::!it 
Respeeta!)!t:  g'  ;       a  a, 

Your  Ifonors'  faitht^ul  Servants." 

"P'ort  Am^'eriiam  m  Xaw  Netherlands, 
:;:h  j.iMtM;y,  \Oj:)V 

T!!;--  lu'ai  I  I  I  !;  a  arra-ted,  September  1,  10G2,  charg'^(,  with  harboring 
Clu  i';<>r-,  p -rr.a  ••aa:  t''a-ai  t..,  h  ,[,]  rueetini's  at  his  lion-c,  attending  tluan 

him •■-!!,  aa,  i  -  a"  :r-:  a  s  r,iTii;!y  t'l  att^pal  tliem.  After  ramainuig  in  prison  l';r 
sOiU'^  t:.a  ;  t  ;  a  i  -  •  .yaivait  uf  his  fine,  he  was  ofFered  Ins  liberty  on  conditi'  n 
of  b'lvia  :  !a.  ,  ■  ■•  '  ■  -  N'.hieh,  refirsmg  to  do,  he  was  traa-purled  as  afores;v.d. 
His  father,  'i"a  aa  i  -  I)  a.va",  died  at  an  advanced  age,  NSeptcmber  1.::,  1G77. 


407 


From  the  first  appcaro.ncc  ofllic  Gluakcrs  in  th'^  juri.^diciion,  it  seems  to  have 
been  the  determination  of  Go\ ernor  Stnyvcsant  to  prevent,  by  every  possible 
means,  the  dissemination  of  opiuion-,  which  he  \va--  {'If-ised  to  denominate  "  scili- 
tioiis,  hcrclic'I,  a  ill  aJjoi'i  inr_\l'-  a'ld'the  \vhole  fcct  vva^  always  spoken  of  with 
the  utmost  contempt  and  wi:h  I ii'.- most,  opprohi iou«  ejiithi;!?.  An!<)!tg  the  first 
"that  full  under  his  displeasure  w  ;\s  1  ioJir-fin.  llt^  accused  of  lioldm^r  con  r<  n- 
tides,  and,  proceeding  toward  1  It  inp-li  ad,  hf  was  s-  izcd  by  order  ot  Richard. 
Gildersleeve,  a  ma2,istrate  thL  i-^  iwui  (oiumittoii  to  pri^■on.    Informatioa  being 

'1  In  l)r:!i"  h:r)  b 


sent  to  the  citv,  a  guard  was  nriirr^ 
Two  women,  wh')  liad  enterlamt  d 
young  child.    These  were  put  mt.) 
it,  was  drat^ged  through  v.  on  i>  !'  ■.• 
of  Fort  Amsterdau).    On  b'  in  g  bf' 
demned,  and  sentenced  to  t-.v-u  y(  ;ir- 
With  the  hitler  airernative  he  wn^  i 
again  confined,  without  pcrnns.-n.ii  1 
wards  chained  to  a  ■wiieei-harr.)-/.-  ; 
and  was,  by  oriir-r.  f  t!io  ct.^irr. 
the  punishment  wa>  coruiMi^  d  at  r 
results.    After  having  b'.'Mi  tur  --■■■i. 
before,  lie  was  liberated  at  the  xi'i.' 
from  the  province.    Upon  lli'-  P  i: 
alluded  to,  Avho,  on  the  i:u!i<.:"> 
of£S  Fcandi -s,  or  else  to  depart 
of  corporal  pumshment,  f;»rha\  rj 
of  great  wortli  and  consideration  v.  t 
yiously  resid'  .!,  tie  y  a-scmli'< 
dated  Decem'.v  r  CT,  ItjjT,  i;i  v  ';;:. 
to  retain  or  eraertain  aiiy  o-[  Lii  _'  |-  ' 
condemn,  n^'ir  .';//-'7/-7  e"/  th-ir  iiMii:- 
them,  consiJ  >ring  j'  a  case  of  c.>;r  ..  ; 
the  love  of  peace  a. -id  li'irrty  »  .ei 
condemiii.rj;  /'  •  '  -e^i.  ^ •,  : 
ing  to  the  patent  of  thoir  town,  w'ux 
This  docnnu  lit  v.  as  •iubscrd'ed  by  I 
together  with  Jolm  aad  Henry 
was  jn-esented  n>:\i  d  ly  m  p  .--  ;i 
The  governor  was  hi-h!y  mei  u.  e. 
Sille,  immediately  to  airc-r  \.  :n.  i" 
Signers  also,  were  tnki.  a  aa  i  ii.^;e:- 
iii2  he  w;is  rcipie-ted  to  do  -^o  a-  i  ' 
at  the  house  of  Miehaa  Ahli. 
January,  lt">'o,  tk  ;  m ig-.-tra'.  '-i 
CluakrTS  and  fi)' :r -I'ke-r:  :its  vs ; :  > 
spni!'/''.i  in  S  lid  \  [..\:'\  :il  ti  •  in  . 
convocat  ,-.!  a  e 
COMd',iuned  on  'h-' 


f,-re  the  govi'niur  and  council. 
!,  we^e  al>«t  taken;  one  of  whom  had  a 
It;  and  Hodgson  being  fastened  behind 
it  to  tlie  city,  and  thrust  into  the  dungeon 
1  cMit  ne.xt  day,  he  was  examined,  con- 
r.l  iahor,  or  to  pay  a  fine  of  GOO  "  .alders, 
r  uM  iide  or  unwilbng  to  com[dy,  and  waa 
e  or  converse  v.  ith  any  one.  Being  after- 
<-  eir;s;ind"(i  to  work,  he  rifused  to  do  so, 
a  iie:'fM  ;tli  a  tarred  rope  till  lie  fainted  : 
e!^  to  hundred  hashes  with  the  same 
iiii:.^  conliiK  (1,  and  frcfpiently  scourged  as 
e  goviTiMir'.--  sister,  and  banished 
h  '  c;i-e  ol  Henry  Townsend  is 
<~ .  \\<\^  ce.a;!emned  in  an  (imcndc 
rhin  -  \  wet  !;-•,  upon  the  penalty 
'/f  'c-.  Being  a  person 
'ly  wliore  he  had  pre- 


on-^  ol 


d  I. 


iier  <:■ 
of  Fl 


a  rt  UK 


w  oil 
iUinL! 
)\\\\ 
■a.  t! 


nae^ 
w  \u 


rid 


.A  >< 
1  i 

.aai ' 


nstrance  to  the  governor, 
r  (••■i[)t  of  a  ]>rohib!tion 
iiid  s:'y  (hat  tiiey  cannot 
k',  fj^mis/i,  or  /'''rsrcaic 
'  .'  k  '  r  ci'-n  souls.  Tliat 
1  }■'.  '/e'k as  tiie  Siy/is 
k  they  said  was  accord- 
;  lu  inlringe  or  violate, 
rk,  and  thirty  otheTS  ; 
cakh  ,1  Ila.-^'dorp.  It 
:'  on'-  of  ;!e"  >igner=. 
.  :e  r;d,  ^Mi  -isius  De 
'  ot  the  nuigi-trates, 
'^).g  tlic  paper,  say- 
■■  tiie  village  meeting 
"!i('d.  On  the  8th  of 
governor  that  the 
and  V I!  rclcnlinnlii  corrc.- 
.  who,  tliey  say,  formerly 
It,  !or  wiuch  he  had  been 
■'e'  ol  £S  Flamler-,  that 
;•'  ar.  .Tolm  Tcwn-md, 
.^e d  iidie  had  -one  with 
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riu-i't  to  persu-iJ'J  FnrriivTfou  to  sii^ii  the  rcinonstranco,  auswcrt-d  tlrat  he  hu-<i  been 
at  Fhi>h;iig,  a:id  visited  i-\iriin^ito;i  as  an  o!d  aci!aaii;:.ancc  ;  and  tliat  he  h^ad  alio 
been  atGravesend,  but  not  in  company  w  ith  the  bani<licd  lln.^ilc  Uiiak-jr.  Ti^e 
court  having  suspicions  of  his  favoring  the  Uuakcrs,  he  was  ordert  d  to  find  bail 
for  £12,  to  appear  when  sunnnoncd.  0\\  tiie  15th  of  January,  Iknry  Tov.  nse:  d 
attended,  and  was  told  iiy  the  attorney-general,  " /,^'//  a.--'  '■■o  _ 

cardfi  of  I  he  dircctor-cxi.rr'-l  and  council  vHk  coiifchi  y\  <■  '(';-■  /v  <>•'•.('  /•{  :■ 
Quaucrs,  he  shovl-l  be  cc'df.-i  "xd  in  an  amende  of  £10''^  Fir-,:d..e<.  t-  ■"  < 
a.-njdc  for  other  trnn<L'"c--^"--s        co.it e.-nxli-jtis  tfl,id'  rs  of  rht  -.'/d.r 
placards  of  the  din  cf ;       <>.'.  i  -  .'  a  ud  en  adl  in  Xer  Xtihcrlands,and  ■•  f:>  ■x-.-.d.t 
arre:-''-d  till        S'/id  «/;'•  v"'-  '■  joid,  b'-^'id-s  the  coitc  and  mi :■■:■.<■  .xfuXie  Ujj 
the  -iilh,  ^\v:\v'  Fi'a'xs         brnu^lit.  from  prison,  and  "  though  (say.--  the  rc;-. rd ) 
!icconte?sed  rb.if  hi;  h;!'.!  ree  'iveJ  an  order  of  ti'.e  director-iieneral  nijt  to  admit  v.\ 
the  alure-aid  village  nixy  oftlr:*  ')     .'/•;•/••/    y'  c.h".,ih";tMe  sect  called  Quiiliers,  or 
procure  them  lodging-^,  y,.t  did  y.>  in  tlic  f.;cc  of  V..-:  piuc:; :  and.  w  hat  v.  as  worfC, 
was  a  lea('er  in  com;;  .-in-r  a  <      '  •  5  '-nd  d-  '  ■  -d  i  ch.--ri"'.'  '.  delivered  by  hiui 
and  i=ijncd  hy  Ifim?;-!  fun  1  u.c  a      irrU:----:,  \        in  t'l-.  y  j;  .:-r;fy  the  •..>:••.■.; 
serf  ofthe  Cl^r-kei-s,       ■  ■  e^  '    ■  ,  'I  uddicrl  c  .d  (.ccl.--'r  ^Xr.X  ■  .-- 

thoriin.  uiii  Kndennin-:  th-  }■■  .  h-'i..ns  o''  all  'jovcrn-Mrnl  (or.d  rdi-.'.ond*  He 
was  thcrtfure  degraded  frf>m  \\\<  i.-'!;';'-,  and  senleneed  to  be  banished  or  pay  an 
aie-:^i,dr  of  iO)  jjuilder.-.  0:i  the  -IxAx  Martdi,  ld.;S,  t';e  governor,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent a?  rniieh  as  p.:>~-5;!)le  the  eon-,  ^pe.  .iv  ■<  of  C>  i;u!;er  inthience  among  the  people, 
resolved  to  ehan  je  the  mmucipai  guVLrrmu  nt  of  th.e  town  ofFlnshing:  ar;d  tr.ere- 
forc,  after  formally  ti;c  town  for  li.s  .///  H.nons  ordc-r.<  and  rcffilntions, 

savs,  "in  future  i  s'..all  a;-.p: 'nta  sli'nn:",  aenuamtrd  not  only  with  tlie  Engh^h  and 
Dutch  lanze.a'je,  hut  ^v!th  Ih:',_l  rrrcfiri/t  I'-i-  ;  and  that  in  future  t:i':re  :-hail  be 
clio-sen  seven  I  f  l';  -' m" --t  v.  a-  >iui'  !v:  a, id  respectable  of  the  inhabitants,  to  be  eui'ed 
7Ve'(','i'-i  or  7''  ■.  •  '  ■■'  •'  a:;d  houi  the  sheiiifand  iiiagistrr,tes  shall  consult  in 
all  cases;  air',  t'.ui;  a.  !av  of  twelve  stivers  per  morgen  is  laid  on  tlie  inhabitaiil^ 
for  the  support  of  an  n  -r'.^td  u  -liair.cr  ;  and  £U<;h  as  do  not  sign  a  written  sub- 
mission to  t'ae  same  in  -Ix  we<'t;s,  may  dispose  of  their  property  at  iheir  pleasure, 
and  leave  the  s  a'  ..f  t!;ls  govu-.iment." 

On  ill-  c^,"i:icd  ;••  I  'T''-  "f  J.uiu  iry  l^'Gl,  it  is  stated  that  the  governor  address- 
ed the  poe'.'b'  ufJaiii  ii-  a.  niiviiii'iiig  tlvvm  tleit  ho  had  received  their  pc t:t:on  lor  a 
minister  to  '*.•.•;-'.•:■'  s-i.,i  ■  of  th.vir  childnm  ;  and  t'leir  i.fo-r.nel'on  that  the  O  .  • ';.  5 
i'nd  other  St,Ci^  U  I J  p;iv..t'-  conN-er.tJcIes.  He  tells  tliem  that  he  had  de^pau  litd 
his  deputv-sheruf,  Ke-  li  -  e  ^V.ildion,  ?.nd  one  of  his  elei-ks,  ZXieliolas  I'./.}  ard,  to 
lake  Viutice  thereat',  a..  !  rL<;i;i:  ii!__^  the  inhabitarits  to  give  e.xaet  inlorn;a"ion  w  here 
and  in  wduit  h.or.se  sa-.h  nnlawl'ul  Cfiirf:niiclL:i  were  ke{;t;  whrt  persons  had 
c.-'-c'^'d  th-'^rein  ;  what  niui  or  worae-n  had  been  present;  w  h.o  cailed  the  rueet- 
iu::.  and  of  all  the  cireeai-'aeces  appertaining  thereunto.  In  couseoucnee  of  this 
intlni^ltorial  espioij a :!'.:*  of  the  guvcniur's  deputy,  Henry  Townser.d  v.  as  a  third 
tim  '  draiTil' d  to  the  cl:y,  and  aijain  incarcerated  in  tlie  dui^geon^  at  Fort  Amster- 
dam. '  hi  t!ie  day  follov.  in-;,  he  and  Samuel  Spieer,  wdio  had  also  given  cnter- 
tamiiv  :'.t  t.)  a  Uuaker  at  ins  mother's  h;nise  in  (Jrav^send.  \\  ere  brought  tVom 
..r  !  .j':i:>;-.v:  prison.  ]t  was  proved  by  v  itnesses  proc  ured  for  ib.c  occasion, 
Ih-i*  To-A  .1  ■  ••••d  hud  oivc!i  ledguig  to  a  Uuaker,  and  be.<id..es  notify  nig  his  iitigh- 
l;,.d  :  \  eu  a;'o>v.;d  h;;n  to  preach  at  ids  h<.uise  and  in  his  presence  ?  also,  t'iat 
<  ,u  ,;!•  v.d-  [  i  bcjih  at  the  m:^Luig  at  Jj.nKU<-a  and  l;^a^esenLi,  ami  prv^eured 
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Ic'ig'S.-y  for  llie  Q.i'iaker  at.  lu?:  mother's  hoiise.  Tln"'y  wore  ac('or(!;n£;lv  ron'.k  mncd 
in  aa  r,//i.  .nlc  of  G'.'L)  iruildi^r^i  eucl»,  in  oonf.innity  to  tlio  jdacani  resp-^tini^  coiivea- 
tic'es,  and  to  bo  imprisoned  nnril  th'.'  ?'iid  m'l' }«?  piid  ;  and  I'lirtficr,  that  the 
said  rlenry  To%vn;;end  be  bani-aed  out  of  trie  proMncf^,  /'.'/■  ay-  <.i'imjil:  In  aih'Srs. 
The  widow  Snicer,  nv^her  of  Sami!  d,  \va~  al-^o  arrt.'sttnl,  accti-cd.  and  coridenau'd 
in  an  ,://jt;'C'?<:.' of  £  13  Flanders.  Ttio '^aid  Ip-v^-y  Town-t'iid  liavios;  in  niitju~!  v 
acknowledged  that  ha  lodj-^J  in  his  h -u- -  somv!  ..'ii-r  f,i  m!  ! :  wlio  .iro  cillpd 
Q.iuikers,  and  had  a  ineetin-^  'd'tVi'-'Oi:-  a;  iu-  h'-Mi<.\      \\  \\\v]\  <mio  ■>(  th'ern 

wasjhereupon  a^'aia  =(MiTtM\r  .t!  a--  f  .'l.-v  s  :      li'-.         }<  r  ni  'r..;r^. 
a  prisoner  residing  at       </"'»■  p.  ?-  ••>•       ■<  '  •''.•»/•    /"•;•/     '  ■      •.•;/,;  ;■••/  '  '.vr 

lod;j:i ,12'  and  rciainiirj  >■•■/.'--  /  /  ';■ 

j:il?i::>'srs  <jj  O'-id's  hulu  .i\*rd.  >■ 
others  arc  lured  and  srdvcaJ,  u.u: 
ca?fs  of  ih-:  h'j^'  pynnrinus 

Tii'fi':s  O'l'J  d  (Visi'ins^  d  irr'-;'  :i  r.i-.' : 

t\''r'-''nrc  he  ilj-^icrr- s  tubi.  j.iiik  >■ 
hai-!f"Z  I  -.'a  rd  Viij  /'/•.•y/);;.-;,.-"i  r/'v/-  .« 
I '''-ndrrs,  iri'.'i  (I.;  ......         ?.-..'}•;.•.'  ■ - 

on  Ih?  pcwd^y.;  h  :  ,j      d        ■  rr 

On  the  .Ita  of  (.>.•!,>', lt,  lo^;.',  J'.'n 
cased  and  coT:iTn;t!.c  1  iRiM'/o  th''  '^"\< 
iag  cnltirtaintd  i.i,iia'.<er;-  aiid  fr.' 
ordered  to  depart  froMi  tii  ;  p:-.)\i;u 
pain  of  corporal  p  i;-;i:n  :ii.  I'l-  : 
.Moody,  the  h-t  si^ii'i  :;;;e  was  •  ;t.!i- 
fint?,  as  they  fiinnnu-Nl  to  rosidc  ;ii  ( 

?vlany  more  inr^ianc.T;.  ixI-a-- 
mrntioMtd,  showin'j;  t'.iat  \  r- 

tho  anthuririos  of  Holland  "iv;),-  w, 
by  his  expulsion  fr^"-!-!  an  oilic  ■  i  -  : 
airor  torininat-^d  bv  ■  .  \  >d 
privc'd  of  the  [T  )\  r T, 'u  •  .;,  v.  , is  u.-v 


s  upon  >d  r 


n  Is'ui: 


'    '       '     ■  7.V  V;:  ■y^' /■<?/.  y  U /id  I  he 

■■         •         V  J'. i  'i-  ih'U  r  i  rrors^  audi 
K  ■  .:  t! /■•/■.'>!  '.hi'  f.'^j.'il  read  ;  all  v:kich  arc 
/.■    ■'  '■•■/i.'  /i  ■i\idti!.iiz  CO !i  arise  but  caja- 
/  '     :)rd'  rs  oj  f/ti  d irt.ctor-acicral^  and 
(yiiiple Jur  o^'iti-s.     Tiic  council 
'■'■'.'in.  iniii  in  an  O'arndc.  of  £2') 
:i  :    /'■.!!!.-■  Jyi  //i  (j;!  <;i':h  courentickSj 

'      and  -Mary  [ws  wito,  havin:^  been  ac- 
i  ('  .nnc  il  .)f  New  Anut'Tdarn,  of  hav- 
ih  '.r  '  '    •;//<-/  .S-,  were  condonmed,  and 
r.-  \\\-'  •>  »"n'i>t  >lovein!)er  to 'do  win  2",  U[»oii 
':i>  d,  ih  it  tirouih  tile  in ll utMice  of  Lady 
r.-  -  !  or  (•■iininiitcd  f^r  l\\v.  [Mivrnent  of  a 
-I  ril  f.r  V.\r  remainder  of  their  lives, 
;  .  ;y  ■.!  ■  ■  jra  v  ;i' 'd  tireutnstanr.fs,  niii^lit  be 
Isieii 'du'  L'ovt/rnor  received  tVom 
■  i,   and  on^ilit  to  iiavo  been  iuUowed 
:v\  -rtbsly  tided.     Hut  hi.-«  pov.-r-:r  was  soon 
A'Mrk;    y  i   Ims  llxr-.  iloTioy,  tli.-ii^li  de- 
■>  •rMi;"'-d  '<)  rel.'iiii  h)s  iar-:e  pos^cs- 
';•!  '_,f  u  -i;rii  H  sll'i  eijinvpd   bv  his  dc- 


Jjef  )re  do-in::  tii;-  m'  ■ic' 
secntion,  whie'.i  to  .1;  dnr-.n'. 
most  detesta])ie  f  irir  ic!  r.  and  w 
tolerance,    lie  in  h;--  t'i-.n  p  r-'  r 
whieli  are  adverted  i..  i;i  o'.'i'-^  p.. 
that  of  Sa.n.hcl  JJ.>.r  :-k,  a  ^l  :  o 
'T;;nn;iir  of  tiie  1  ~ th  eenrerv.  'i' 
to'-ward-  ;  if  hM:-).    lie  f 
Maryland,  wiip;,-  !ie  ifrr-vcd  a  . 
sionary,  who  ii  e!  o  U'r  'if  n  a  (.ih 
sylv.iMia  cmd  .\ew  J.-r-'v  to  1 
H.-:..p-^'r'd.  !:■■  p'-.  :.^:.-d  \..v 
sail.    A-  K'  "il  !  !;■■!.  b;  ; 


t  .'e  an  '■•<.i;:ii''ie  of  G.naker  ])er- 
!oii  <.f  ] ,  (.'urideiry.  ;i  man  of 
!  ( iii>\.Tiii'r  \\)V  ri  li^ions  ia- 

a-  w<  si  ,1-^  Lliiaixcrs,  iiist.tnecs  of 
T\t--  ease  we  now  nlhide  to  is 
!o  *  :i':,  <  !o  America  at  ihc  be- 
d  m  Ncirnal  of  h':s  trnvel:^  ae- 
•!  '.;  M:<r,  i.,  I  ;0-?,  o.nd  landc(i  in 
'  Ufidi,  ;in  Rpiscopa!  inis- 

■^>'  "^^'  d  by  K  <nih  thronsli  Penn- 
i  a  m  ,         beuv-  nppr.ir.ttd  at 
b  .  M-e  oi"  one  d'!;o!,i:;s  I'uar. 
-       V  :  sary,  lic  procurrd  \ln.U~ 
i   •  '      iI.'  ''.ii  -Mil  la^-it,  ciiar^-j'- 
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him  with  heresy,  and  for  which  a  NV.rrant  was  issued  by  Joseph  SSniith  and  Ed- 
ward Rarrough  jur^tice^,  for  his  apjjiciicn.-iun.  On  tiie  iOth,  while  attending 
a  meeting  of  fiiend.s  at  Flushing,  Curdell  tin'  iiigh  shcrifl',  \.  it,h  a  posse  armed  M'ith 
guns,  pitchforks,  swords,  and  club?,  entered  the  hou^e,  and  took  him  prisoner. 
He  appeared  before  the  court  at  Janiaica,  consisting  of  fuur  justices,  Joseph  Smith, 
Edward  Berrou:rh5,  John  Srnith,  and  Jonathan  Wiiitehead,  the  last  of  M-horn, 
aays  tlie  priso!ier,  ^^as  a  ver\  nioJorate  man,  and  did  much  to  stt  him  at  liberty; 
but  they  liad  a  priest  with  them,  %\ho  put  tlie  worst  construction  upon  everything 
he  said,  and  had  also  a  man  secr<:ted  in  a  closet  to  note  down  what  he  should  say  ; 
but  the  man  was  so  dnr.ik,  t:Mt  in  going  home  he  lost  his  papers,  for  which  great 
inquiry  was  mad-\  The  jus'ifi  s  ordered  the  prisoner  to  give  bail  in  £2000,  with 
sureties  to  apivear  and  an-wer  ;in  indictment,  which  the  prisoner  said  he  would 
not  give,  "  i;  <■  [■  J  J.'i'l-rcnccJ''  Justice  Whitehead  oHercd  himself  as 
bail,  and  took  ihe  pri  ^'i.ier  h  .me  till  next  day,  when  he  M'as  committed  to  gaol  in 
Jamaica  for  the  t^  <  f  tiir  /e  n^inihs.  At  the  end  of  which,  a  spccia.1  commission 
of  ovo:  a-id  icrni; e . r '-■.•^r-  iir^nwA  tu  Ciilef  Justice  Bridges,  and  Robert  ^Miller, 
Tiioiaas  ^Villci,  Jo'.i.i  .T.-icIv-m.-i  and  Ldward  jJurroushs,  associates,  who  metal 
the  cojuty  iiall  in  J^i/iaiea.  Tiio  nanu  s  ot'iiie  grand  jury  were  Richard  Coriiell, 
Ephrai.u  GoulJing.  Jo'  n  Ciayoc,,  Is-.iic  liicxs,  Robert  liubbs,  Reginald  IMott, 
Theodore  Vandorv/iok,  >an!Uid  Denton,  Joseph  Mott,  Richard  Valentine,  Na- 
thaniel Coles,  Joseph  Dickcrson,  Isaac  Dou<::hty,  Samuel  Emery,  John  Smith, 
John  Serlng,  John  Oakley,  Samuel  lialici,  Kiciiard  Alsop,  John  Hunt,  James 
Clement,  and  Yv'iri!;im  Filoodgood.  I'he  jury  presented  the  bill  to  the  court,  en- 
dorsed "  J  :;iorar:u^  upon  winch  the  jud.^^L-  was  very  angry,  and  told  the  jury  tliat 
surely  t'lfv  had  f'/'^-n'  f\i  i r  Of^''i<,  and  for  so  doiuii  iie  could  give  them  some  hard 
"dailies,  but  for  the  j.r-  sent  should  forbear.  *'  Is  this  your  verdict  (said  tlie  judfje) 
touchin'Z  i.ie  qu'iker  "It  is,"' said  lhef»rman:  at  which  the  judi£0  raged,  and 
threaten  'J  to  Icy  i  ■  jrr'i  I  ntrl--^  and  to  impose  a  fine  upon  them  to  which 
one  of  tiv  ;a  roph  i,  1:';;  ■  d;d,  t'uc  matter  siiouldsoon  be  exposed  in  JVesi  mi?i.stf  r- 
IJaIL'"  Thi-  jii  i'j:':  uivloreti  the  prisoner  to  be  kept  more  close  than  before, 
and  threatened  to  sluJ  him  to  London,  chained  to  the  deck  of  a  man-of-war,  then 
ready  to  said  for  E;::'  .n.i.  "  Thomas  Hicks,  an  honest  old  man,  v/ho  had  been 
u  justice  of   t':  ■  \ '  liud  was  \\'e!l  versed  in  the  law,  came  to  visit  me, 

(savs  iic.)  ^^:id  '  "i"  ^vith  many  kind  words,  saying  that  they  dare  not  send 

incout  of  i:ie  cooii; -y,""  11 1-:  (.'id  enemy,  Keith,  published  a  pamphlet  against  liim, 
whirl',  r.it'.i  :r  i;u,.'  d  i  i  :  nnuiber  of  liis  friends.  During  his  imprisonment  he 
learned  to  m;.ke  •  hv  u  Inch  he  earned  fifteen  shillings  a  v/eck,  reiusing  at  the 
same  time  ah  p  -c'lir.  .  r:  1  Irorn  his  friends.  While  here,  he  was  vi^it'-  v:,  he  savs, 
by  an  Indian  sae//.;.!,  a-kod  him  if  Ac  /r^/s  a  (','/; r/.s-Z/c?? ;  and  being  told  ),ct!, 
aiul  arc  /  .  ri'.  t  n:  -t ;  ni-;  who  ^((pyou  here  Being  told  they  c;f:v7<Y/  tlicmselves 
rx;r.M-.-  -i  Uiii.. :i  -n ,,_>,  and  said,  ^  xho  ^/an^^  J\'u ncfcu  (meaning  God) 
loo!v-.d  .it  the  h'  .t:t."  'i  'l  n  tiie  Iridian  toolv  a  piece  of  coal,  and  drawling  a  circle, 
faid,         ■'  '  '  (if'/'i  S.nrLL  to  h(  a'i  ci/r,  fhut  Ac  sav:  crciij  fhi/iu  ;  all  C'jr, 

th'n  "'^  r /  ;■■  r  .  '  ■  ;  '■,///  tdl  inind^thaf  hckaciv  tvcrij  t/ihiL'."  At  the  sitting 
of  the  covtrt  m  <  ^:  ^'".r,  ITvi:;^  the  bdl  was  aiium  returned,  ]'j nord/niu'^,^''  and  he 
was  dischari:<>i.  H-j  \  i-:'.cd  America  again  iii  1'. 27,  and  died  in  England  on  the 
?d  of  April,  \~:k>. 
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No.  IX. 


Of  Colciicl  Smith  and  his  dcsccndcnts^  or  the  'J\i7igicr  S/.iilhs.  ■> 

Coi.o.vKL  William  Smjtii  was  born  at  Newion  near  Iliyham  f^nrers,  in 
NorLlianiptonshire  in  England,  Fdn-uary  -'i,  \0'k).  It  seeins  that  in  liis  voutli 
he  v.'us  destined  for  the  active  scenes  of  life,  and  it  is  not  probable  th  it  he  rec  iv- 
ed  eithcra  classical  or  legal  education,  lie,  however,  possessed  a  viL::orou5inind, 
with  a  versatility  of  genius  eajiable  of  attaining  distinction  in  any  employment 
to  which  it  was  applied.  The  i'.nnily  proljably  w*n-e  attached  to  the  royal  cause, 
as  he  seems  to  have  been  in  great  laviu-  v  ith  Charles  11.  v/hich  was  cotniniud 
daring  the  reigns  of  James  II.,  Wiliiain  and  Mary,  and  while  he  continued  under 
Clueen  Anne, 

Charles  II,  in  1075,  appointed  him  Lrovernor  of  Tangiers,  which  place,  as  v/ell 
as  Bombay,  was  given  to  liim  by  r!;':  King  of  Portugal  as  a  part  of  the  marriage 
portion  of  his  wife,  Clueen  Catharine,  the  uuugh:'n-  of  that  Icing;  and  he  proba- 
bly at  the  same  time  gave  hini  ihi:  eununisr^itiii  of  colonel,  and  the  command  of 
the  troops  necessary  to  nnitcrr  ;ui  e-tai^/iisliiai-nr  on  that  barbarous  const.  It 
was  intended  to  mukc  Tangier:^  a  p!aee  of  frad<-,  aad  to  establisii  a  colony  there. 
The  projc'^t,  hov.-ever,  did  not  Mier«.d;  in  10^.!  ihc  place  was  abandoned, 
and  Col.  Smith  returned  to  lln^lari'j.  Ih  raairud  ^laialia,  daughter  of  Henry 
Tunstall,  Esq..  of  Putney,  in  tii'.-  Cor.iity  of  Surrey,  J^^ov^l^lter  (i,  107.3. 

After  iiis  rttuvn,  he  enibark'  i  in  trade  in  Loudon.,  and  continued  in  business 
until  he  left  he  comUry  in  Ji'.ly,  1  ('-■(;. 

It  would  also  seem  that  lie  \v;i.s  f  u-  .l  ^h'-r?  t;ai.'  ciaici'ria  d  in  trade  after  his  ar- 
rival liere.  and  mav  liave  cei':!.;  o\cr  foi  that  rarr(^o-^e.  There  is  an  entry  of  a 
note  on  the  records  of  Brookiiavcu.  b-ariui:  du'.e  A])ril  CI),  1G90,  given  by  Col. 
Thomas  Do;igaj'.,  tiie  late  goveri:'^r  ivf  the  pvuviiice.  to  Col.  Smith,  for  £993, 
purporting  to  be  tor  go^^ds,  in  v.  h.i-  li  th' 

Col.  Smith  arrived  w  ith  liis  Kini.ly  at 
early  vi-'iii;d  Prookhaven.  ai.d  lo 
land  there,  called  Little  Neck,  v.- hu  h  v, 
who  v.-ere  in  some  dispute  about  the  [';■ 
effeeling  t.'ie  purcliase.  Me  wr^  :c  t  > 
them  to  sell  oat  to  CoIoikI  Siui'.h  .^s  t 


;  r.., \  h  (I  li  merchant* 
rSev.-A'oik  August  tkh,  IbSb.    He  very 
haw  tak<  n  a  tancy  to  a  valuable  neck  of 
as  ii<.Id  i!i  ^hares  by  various  proprietors, 


lie  cf  l-\ aiiiK 


an  aided  him  in 
'mmenrhd  it  to 
ao- 


t!v/ 


versy,  to  \.-luch  a  eonsiuera:j.u  }....;  tioa  oi  tUt 
ber,  l(ir»7,  C-'l  -n-;!  Snuih  ma,!.'  h;3  h!,<t  puioh  u, 
now  owned  by  S.  15.  Sir  -ug  E  'i  ,  oi.-  i  ;  ■< 

In  lb>9,  it  .^iipi"-  :  '  d  h.'  :a.  V.  i  i  .  i;;-  ..  k 
up  his  poi':iia!!''at  r..sM  aec  ik'  i  k;  ,  • 

a  purchase  of  a  lar-e  '.r.ict  of  e  -i.i-.ry,  <  x'-n-!.i 
South  Hay,  and  from  ilie  Ikr  p  ..  •  iL.  -r  ' 
assented,  a)id  v.'hieh.  with  k'.>  f  r  1'<;p  li.^;: 
the  name  St.  GcTgc's  ma.,<>;,  by  j  .?■  nt  •>!  '  : 
senucnt  ti)  tliis  ho  pureh:is.  a  adl  ti;-.  k.Ji.i-,  u'^;-' 
mer  purchase  and  tli?-  bo\a.  ;^  of  S'^  :  '■  ■  I  ' ■  '■ 
by  another  pa'-.ut  of  ("ul-  i'lcvii'T  in  ie'tT  v,  k. 
exirav.i.gar.l,  that  scvei-tl  v)f  the. w-.ic  ati.\-..i. 
ture  under  the  sueeeaiin  j  udu,!!,;v:i  itpui. 

Governor  Slaa-kt-r  arrivo;  a:  X jw- Vcrk  M. 


a.'.rrn.i  :  undam  the  -JOd  of  (Jeto- 
■e  in  P..-...okiKivcii,  of  Liiilc  ?>eck, 

:..         With  hi-; 


ily.  and  took 
ii;  at  Pi'.i,  khavcil,  he  made 
";a  t:.e  e-'uniry  road  to  the 
!  ■  iL'. .  i\  to  which  the  town 
i  ii  -.'Mi  iiuo  a  manor,  by 
I r  111  1('93;  and  sub- 
-J,  iynig  between  his  for- 
'\\<  le  annexed  to  his  manor 
•'•  Mt->  to  individuals  were  so 
e.:i        01  the  colony  legis- 

P''h,  1091.  and  on  the  Coih 
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he  appointed  Col.  Smith  one  of  tiic  ni.  inbi^rs  of  tlie  council:  he  also  .appointed 
liim  one  of  the  commissioners  uf  oyci-  and  terminer,  wliicli  tried  and  convicted 
Leislev  and  Ills  associates. 

The  supreme  court  was  estaMished  Ijy  an  act  of  the  h  :',i->laturp,  ATay  Cil\). 
IGDl;  consisting  of  a  chief  jn-tice,  with  a  salary  of  £1.';(,);  a  secoiri  jnd£:c, 
with  a  salary  of  £100;  anil  liirt-:  otiier  judges,  wisliDiit  a  .sahiry.  C)n  ih'.  15:h. 
the  governor  and  council  appointed  J<.isrph  Dudley  iduef  justice,  Thiv;u;is  jchr.- 
son  the  second  judge,  arid  C'oi.  Sinidi,  Ste[iiien  Van  Curilan'],  and  "William 
Pinhorne,  tl.e  other  judges.  Col.  r^p.iiih  was  at  the  sam'Uime  apipomted  a  j'.vJge 
or  delegate  of  the  p»r«jrogailve  c<Mirt  fur  iho.  county  of  Su'i'olk. 

Col.  F'lctclier  arrive.],  and  n>'''ii  u;.()u  him  the  government,  August  CO.h.  lO'ii'J. 
?yovendier  liin.  \v)-2.  t'lO  s -at,  <.f  J^.^rpii  Dudh'y  was  vacated  ivv  non-r-> ;  J.' !:re, 
and  Col.  S-dnith  was  ripp..  .in  :•  d  chi'-f  ju  ;  see  in  his  room.  Ou  the  Sth  cif  .lane, 
lGi)3,  he  V.MS  com;ni>s:r.Mcd  to  sj".'-^'  d  dd.  YnUiigs  in  tlie  cuunnajid  of  the  rni- 
liiia  of  Sun'.)I'c  eo_nity.  Duriii.r  i'ae  time  lie  heM  the  oillce  uf  chief  justice,  the 
culony  Was  (itvided  inti>  ra.iiiMirOMs  ['arties,  and  t'le  public  measures  v.-ere  of 
course  inilaeuce.l  l.y  p..'.riy  snirii :  yet  iie  seems  to  liave  discharged  the  duties  of 
hh  olTicc  with  great  dignity  ui.  i  in,;.:ir; ialiry.  Governor  Btll^mont,  on  his  ar- 
rival, April  •Jil.  l-yj-^,  touiC  i»ai"L  tiiv  friends  of  Leisler.  and,  as  might  be  t  x- 
pected,  removed  Col.  Sniith,  ffuiii  til'- oi'iice  of  cldef  ji'.stiee,  and  ou  the  liO.li  of 
October,  170d,  api'ioinicd  IMr.  A  ai^.  Curiland  in  his  stead.  He-  was.  liowtner, 
allowed  to  retain  his  place  tit  th.e  cuur.cd  bo  \ril,  as  his  loyalty  v/a?  so  well  kno'-.'/jT 
ill  England,  and  sueh  Ins  popnlanaty  \.  nh  tiic  ministry,  tliat  liis  E.\ceiic.a,\v  dare 
not  carry  his  resent m-nt  -..i  fir  a  j  t.,  reumvc  him.  The  icovernor  died  5t2;  of 
iNIarch,  ITtil,  arid  Jtn.n.  Na.ifin.  th.'  liau'.  govei-nur,  being  absent  from  lite 
colony.  Co!.  Sn"iith,  ju-<-b!  m.  >,{  tia  cnuncil.  claimed  an;i  cX'UTiscd  the  amh'^r- 
ity  of  govermnem.  This  c!a;:n  was  opjio-; -d  by  the  adherents  of  L'  i-:lcr,  and 
denied  by  a  m  tj-jri'y  uf  the  assaialjiy,  wiio  were  of  the  same  party.  Tha  x-.ln- 
utes  of  the  sripr.;ui',;  la.ji:,  while  Col.  Smith  presided,  fr.om  Oct.  -1.  IC'X),  lo  ('.'.a. 
5,170;),  are  i-r.-.-rV'  i  in  the  cullections  of  tlie  ?>e\v--YorIc  Historictd  Seei-ciy. 
la  170-3  laird  C' m'nary  vo-apj-ointed  him  chief  justice,  winch  ofilce  he  held  tid 
April,  nn:;.  II'  e.  ntiMui  d  a  m.  rnher  uf  the  council  till  ids  death,  wdiieh  v^k 
plact-  at  l.i<  r..->:..a  oa,-  Liiti-  y.-olv',  S  -anhet.  Feb.  18,  i:05.  The  inscrip- 
tion upoi\  his  naai;  Ml  I',.-  i..<i,;\y  0 '  !  1 : a t .1  r y ,  is  as  follows  : 

■=//.•.  -V     '  ■'    '  '      '  -'y^^'  l"^  Hoa\  Coll.  IVllluy:.'  S,Hia,  Chlrf.: 
J:.'.- Let      '  •  •  '  .    C\".'ncill  of  yc  1'rovinr.c  of  Xar.Yo, 

Ji^nt  i"  ■  .'  ■  '  '  .'-Ferrers  ill  jS^ortJio.'mptonshirc  Irh.  i.c 
'2J.  lo-;.  '     ■  '  'v:  r:u^.sio7i  of  St.  Ccor^e^  Feb.  \:\  170^.,  i-i 

y.  .'.'1. .'  _  *     "  •  -  •  .'' 

The  wit-'  I'f  ^a:a!j  !.  s:dd  to  liavebccn  a  rcmarh'tdjly  intalli-eut  and  well 
breJ.  haly,  ail  !  '  u; aa.- ■  a. ly  >!u!!ed  in  domestic  cconom y.  Tlay  had  three  sons. 
}l  nr>-,  »I  ,  •,  aa  !  '  a'' nj  ;  the  last-nanud  died  youitg  and  withaiit  is- 
sue. 11;  aiv  ^\aa.,:.  laCa  n;s  pif.iier,  was  a  gentleman  of  talents  an'l  ini'< a.-niaii'-m, 
and  f.'!'d  !a  -  v  ."  "f  al,  rk  of  SutTolk  County  from  1710  to  171d;  v.rns  far  many 
years '-Ml-  '■!  t h  s  wf  the  county  and  a  dLlegate  of  the   prerogative  comrt, 

l^^r  taba,,:  t'a'  .    '  wills,  (Jv-C.  fiir  the  said  county     Wid:am  ^uuda  the  se- 

cond ;-"U  •  f  <  ^  :  lai.,  (a,!umonly  called  Alajur  Smith,  scirird  ou  a  part  of  his 
fatiier's  purcha,o  at  Mastic.  iri.<  son  William,  who  also  lived  at  [■.■■■■  :-a-ne 
place,  NV.u-  fa:  !..-  ay  year;  a  jtaagc  of  the  court  uf  c.auuKui  pica.s  of  li.c  c.-..u- 
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ty,  and  a  uienibcr  of  li)e  first  provincial  consvcss.  la  1777  Lo  was  clecttd  a 
senator  uti'.ler  tlic  bU-ite  constiiuiion,  which  >;lucc  he  reiaincd  till  jieuce  in  17S3, 
His  sons  were  Juhn  and  AViUiani.  The  lornK-r  M  as  tlic  hite  Gmera!  Smith,  a 
iiianot"  •^■■jod  abilities,  well  acquaiiUed  with  public  busim  bs,  and  greatly  res[>cct- 
ed  by  the  c "liniuinity.  lie  was  in  oMi'-c  iVuia  caily  lite  lili  his  lieath.  lie  was 
anuuibi^r  cftiie  state  le;iislaturc  tor  nvsi  ot"  tin-  tliuc  iVoin  17bi  to  In 
17''>5  he  w^as  in  the  convcn;inn  t!:at  ado|''ad  ilie  constitution  of  the  United 
States.  In  17i)'J  lie  was  elected  a  rcpre-oi-t  uive  in  coniiress,  and  was  continu- 
ed for  four  years,  l.om  v.- h;ch  sta'.i..)n  ho  u.is  ui'[>oii;ted  by  the  leyislalure  of 
this  state  a  senator  in  tliC  cormr<.>s  cf  t'.ie  ri!i:<.d  States.  In  ISMhewas  niado 
iriarshal  of  tlie  southern  distri  -t  of  .Nev. -\''.irk',  Vvhich  he  held  till  his  decease 
Jui'.eiia,  1S16.  Mis  wifo,  v.di.jni  h;'  h.ft  a  \v;(.!0\v,  was  the  daui;]iter  of  the  la- 
meiiteu  Gcncr:il  Yv^oodiuul,  and  who  yet  ::ur\i\os.  I'iic  only  daut;hter  of  Gen. 
Sinitli  is  the  wife  of  Jo'.ni  I,.  L;iAvr<'i;ce,  [-.',  i^.,  cf  >".-w-Y(irk.  William  Smith, 
brotlicr  of  General  Sniiih,  \^■a^v  a  lesncc:-^.  .e  ;";irnier  of  nr'xildi  ivon,  and  lived 
and  di:  d  a;)on  that  part  of  St.  Ct*  0;  i:t  's  vA.'v.n.-.  s\..:c  calic;!  Lony  wood,  now  in 

Col.  "*i\"iliiani  Mnitli.  son  ,.f  lirmy  I'U-l  :r-ni- on  of  the  chiff  justice,,  was 
likewise  a  i;ent!enian  of  cinistdeiaiK'n  ami  :i;/.i..y.  llf  u  ;'.s  cleik  of  the  coun- 
ty of  SuQ\'lk  fn_>m  i7I>'j  to  17.'it'.  :iir!  v.-.-s  <  jn^lj:''  v\  Va<-  c>nntuon  jdeas  for 
soveral  years  bcf  jLC  the  ilevoUitajn.  ii'.  nu  i ;  it  i  -Mar:iarel..  daugliter  of  Ileu- 
Vy  l.loyd,  Esq.,  of  Lloyd  2seck,  trail  h  id  ^e\^ra'l.  .•iiiAh-n.  iljs  tiau  ;;hter,  A  una, 
a  lady  of  niu;;ii  ainlabiii'y  and  v,'or;h,  I  ccai.'.e  the  w  itj  ol  the  late  Judc,e  Sclah 
Siron,:;  uf  Svtiiuliei. 


Of  C'viv.  -'d  -V  '  ^- ,  -  .  iK. 

This  crc'uhraian  was  tli'-  >u:i  of  N  ah  i::- 1  W'u.-.ihiil:,  of  Drookhaven,  a 
dcscnuLuii  uf  Ilichard  W.  .-idha'.l,  o:.-  •  '  '  :.f-'.  :-•  rs  uf  iliai  town,  and  who  is 
supposed  to  have  leti  ]:.ln u'  .n.i  in  'i        '     *  taken  an  aetive  part  in 

tavor  of  iib-r'y  a  >h  .!■!:,:..-!)■;  .1    : h-  ;  ,  "f  Ci:>o-;..s  li.  in  Itl'JO.  lie 

is  n.uneii  ;n  the  uri..  u  o  ■  is  f  s- .i  .-.ti  ^ m  a-  .  <•!  t.r;  h;  •  i  jMui.netors  of  that 
iov.-n,  but  S' til  J  ill  Ih-^hha-..  !i       M       ,.  ^'li  ^w;.'!  leiri-r  of  L<.;rd  Crow 

to  hiiiL  da-..d  m  l<^-'7:  in  ,  :  :  '         ^'f  '-.^   >  :::n-t'-   th-  jusp.       ,,r  the  late 

Abi'aham  Vv'uudi;ui(,  E>'{.,  "f  lb--  uba'..  ;•.  r..  b'  .-lyiij.  hnn  «a>ii-<in,  and 

speaks  of  his  r<-laiiwn^.  a::.  .  ■  ..Ml  ■  ■  ■•  -  a  i.;,  '■u>:i,  and  a  number  of 
fan) Hies  of  tlle  hrst   r..       i..  ■     G  :    •      W  I   1;      tiiiee  brothers 

yunn^or  than  nim~,-b'  ■  d      ib -a- n  nu.  d  ;/ra(biated 

at  '^bde  Ccib.-e  in  17 'jO.  a  iulur  ji.  o    ■  '•  •  wiu-ie  be  i.u  d.  Jesse 

c^ivj  !■:  jrr.-.^er  rei-iu>\ed  lo  Oi  ur.'-  C"t  niv,  V,  .....t  mai.y  ut  then-  pu^ttrily  still 
re:.id:. 

Gi  lieral  AVo  ■dhulb  the  G  I  <t  sun.  wa^  bmn  at  M.:  Louz  Lland,  Decem- 
ber oi).  r, -i'J.  libs  early  life  w,.>  '  ■  :  -  -  ■  i-i'Au-v  to  cnltivtLtC  the 
jiu^?ession  wlncii  iu-  ,if:erwai'i-»  r.^  i  b  -  •  >:.it:.'ii  \v::s  suidi  as  ealcu- 
k.'.  d  to  lit  him  ;  r  li...  (iu:i<  >  '-f  -IN .  .  !  b  <  .';-b--.vei|  by  nature  with  a 
stroO'Z,  dismrabnitm/ t.i.iG  aiG  a  ;  i.rdi  sosm  attracteu  the 
nolio'i  of  his  felh)\v-'-'b-.-  :!  .  ...  ;  ■  i  a.  -  ■■  ubady  quabfiod  tor  pub- 
lic u.  fabi-si,    la  i:          ■          ^      -             ••  ■  '  '    '-^       ^^-'Y^l  aud  sifter 
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of  Generiil  Wiruaiii  Floyd.  ]  ils  fust  public  employment,  was  in  a  military  ca- 
pacity in  the  war  beiween  Grt'at  Biiiain  and  France,  which  commenced  in 
1754  and  terminated  in  17o0.  liut  it  is  not  known  that  lie  entered  the  army  be- 
fore lloS.  Pre%-iOLuly  to  that  year,  iIh-  war  had  been  conducted  without  much 
system  or  vi^^or,  arjd  the  Frerich  luid  liie  superiority  in  eyery  campaic^n.  Being 
appointed  a  nvajur  la  the  provincial  forces  of  New-Yoik,  Mr.  "Woodluili  in  H'-S 
served  in  tiiat  capacity  in  the  army  under  General  Abercroml  ii^  intended  tor 
tlie  reduction  of  Ticonderoga  and  down  Point.  He  was  en:;>'i:-cd  in  the  dar- 
in.g,  or  raiher  rubh  a.-^.sauk,  ordeud  by  the  Englisii  Genor<d.  betbie  thu  arrival  of 
the  artillerv.  upon  the  former  phtce,  wiiich,  strongly  fortifii-d,  was  defcndtfl  b}'  a 
garrison  of  mure  tiian  five  thousand,  and  protected  on  its  only  assailabie  side 
by  fallen  trees,  wiiii  laeir  !)ia-n.dies  [>rojecting  outward,  so  cut  as  to  answer  tliC 
purpose  of  a  chevaux-de-fnzc.  Atler  an  exposed  five  of  four  hours  from  tlic 
French,  during  which  time  every  efi'oi  t  of  licroic  perseverance  proved  inetiectu- 
al  in  liiakini;-  an  in\[;re3sion  lt.  liie  eii-  rny's  v."orks,  the  assailing  tbrce  was  oblig- 
ed to  retire  to  the  southern  s'.d''  I'f  i  ,.d<tj  CTCorge,  Vvdth  the  loss  of  about  two 
ihoui.aiid  k;ucd  and  wouuiKti.  in;Miuus  of  wipnit:  oil  the  stain  of  tiiis  re- 
pulse, Geneial  Abrrcromlne  d';tate'u  d  a  j  onion  of  his  army  against  Cadaraqui, 
or  Fort  FrontiiriOj  (now  Kingston.)  an  important  forti*'Ss  at  the  ccmmunicatioii 
of  Lake  Ontario  with  the  St.  Lawrr  uce.  Lieut.  Col.  Bradstreet,  with  whom 
the  design  ori^iiiared,  commanded  iK(  i'iuev[)rise,  having  a  train  of  eight  can- 
non and  tinoe  mortars,  and  a  body  of  three  thousand  men,  of  wdiom  one  hun- 
dred and  ntcv  were  regulars.  I'hc  rest  of  the  detachment  was  composr^d  of 
I'rovinehds  from  ddier^  nt  ]i!a':'rs.  On  tiie  "iTth  of  Aiigust,  175*^,  a  combineel 
operation  was  rna.de  aiiidnst  the  fort  by  land  and  water.  The  conduct  of  the 
forces  in  tt;<'  boats  b-^in:^  connniited"  to  Corse  and  Woodhull,  the  latter  with  or- 
ders to  rf^ceiv.^  ihe  fir.-  of  Cut  tort  without  returning  it,  until  their  troops  l;a.d 
loaded  avid  fired.  Tli';  r'-olmioi  with  >vhich  the  operations  were  conducted  dis- 
pirited the  eivmy,  wh  --e  forces  were  insudicient  to  the  detence  of  their  works, 
and,  after  a  tl  ''l''  v<---^\-.:~\\vir.  the  garrison  struck  their  colors,  and  capitulated. 
Immense  store- "f  ;'iMV:.-.ici!.s  aud  r.-uMTliandiso,  intended  for  the  French  forces 
in  America,  six' y  i     ■  rixnwnn.  sixte.^n  mortars,  and  nine  armed  ves>el.^, 

some  carryin  j:  e;j  h't' ra  ■i.iins,  v.  it*,  t!ie  fruits  of  this  surrender.  Whether  I\Ir. 
Woodhull  v/as  eti!:^!  lyed  in  tiif  campaign  of  the  tbllou  ing  year  is  not  ascer- 
tained, nv'.'^t  <■(  i-i;-  r-;  h.uui-  be  a  dotroyed  by  a  fire  a  f.'Vv'  years  af:er  h.is 
death.  It  is  bciie\ed,  huwcv.  r.  that  he  either  marched  v.-ith  tlie  force  wijieli 
General  Prideux  coudncted  in  HoH,  against  Niagara,  or  that  led  by  l-b  n.eral 
Andierst  airaitist  ro -a  a!:d  (Jr  :wn  Point,  wdiieh  last  cnterprirc  h.id  a 

successful  issue.  In.  1  TtiO  li"  .'-rr\ed  as  colonel  of  the  third  regunerit  of  ^New- 
York  Prs,>vniei:is.  vva.'"  r  'J'  lii'ra.l  Amherst,  which  marched  against  ?'Jontrea], 
und  clV'ictt.ii  liie  fi'.i.d  r  '';a-:a>n  of  Canada.  Upon  the  capituUttion  of  tl^c  ?vlar- 
fjui-;  Do  Y.!tiMi'  \d.  ■■■a  i'.  ■  ^I'n  of  Seplember.  Col.  Woodhuli,  with  his  troops,  re- 
HuaK'd  to  TNi'V,--^  '  it:,  .  nj  retired  to  private  lite.  The  rerno.al  of  L'rench 
power  fri-cn  tiu-ir  n-'^'aborhofd,  so  dan^-i'rous  to  the  colonists,  and  their  con- 
scloa.^:':  ■  -s  i;i  ii.iviiu'  '  'a  utly  conirib  iird  To  its  achievement,  produced,  natural- 
ly, a  m-'>r<-  !';■!■  ii;'i';:ry  iiuo  :!ic  relative  ri'j:lits  of  tlie  provinces  anri  tlie  mother 
couiitry-  Ti.e  >.  to  wlucii  this  inquiry  gave  rise  was  stimulated  by  the  pre- 
tentions of  li.-;'  .!!  It  Ara  -ri'Mir-;  v/.a'e  to  be  taxe.,,1  Iiy  [>ai ll:unt;nt  far  tiic  cx- 
pons.-sof  a        d..-.  mlgiit  be  made  upon  tli.-n),  occasioned  by  any  wari 
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of  interest  or  ambition,  in  which  the  parent  stale  mi;:ht  engage  ;  and  which 
grew  into  assertions  of  a.ri^iu  to  tax  tliem  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  Acts  of 
parliament  rashly  passed,  and  sometimes  timidly  repealed,  only  served  xo  in- 
crease the  existing  discontcni,  an  1  hasten  the  impending  crisis.  Participating, 
in  ilie  general  feeling,  the  A^seiuuly  of  Xew-York,  at  the  close  of  December, 
.17GS,  unanimously  resol led  that  no  tax  ov  ovv;ht  to  be,  imposed  on  the 

persons  or  estates  of.his  ujajesty's  subjects  witliin  the  colony,  but  by  their  ov:ti 
free  gift^  and  by  their  rcprcscnfaiivcs  in  general  assembly  ;  that  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  legislatures  cou!.!  not  ab!i(i_'t  i,  superseded,  abrogated  or  an- 
nulled ;  and  thai  they  had  a  ri^ht  to  oiisr.lt  wiili  the  other  colonies  in  matters 
wherein  their  liberties  might  be  aiuctt-d.  In  consequence  of  these  resolutions, 
the  Governor,  Sir  Henry  Monro,  dtssuived  the  assembly  on  the  ^d  of  January, 
ll&K  The  languages  and  pro^'cedin::^  of  tli,:  asaembly  were  liighly  approved 
by  the  people  of  Suffolk,  and  at  the  elcciion  in  the  spring  of  1769,  they  return- 
ed to  the  assembly  Col.  Woodhull  and  William  Nicoll,  Esf4.  In  their  in- 
siruciions,  drawn  for  tlieir  n^prtsentatives,  the  county  empliatically  express- 
ed tii.Ir  rcliasiceoa  the  cxeiuoii;  of  th^-Mi  in'  iol'crs  lo  prcsc/  re  their  freedom,  and 
Ike  coviiiiand  over  (heir  ov ii  p'-^i  Tite  ii,j  jiic:ion  was  faithfuUy  observed  by 

CoL  Woodbull,  who,  during  the  six  years  liiat  foiiow^ni,  of  the  continuance  of 
the  royal  government,  was  consiant  jn  jus  devotion  to  tlic  rights  of  his  couu- 
trynicn  and  his  opposition  to  li^c  court  party.  Jn  tise  coiiveniion  wluch  met  if 
the  city  of  r^cw-York,  April  10,  l7"o,  to  cnoose  delegates  to  the  continental 
congress,  Col.  Woodhull  appeared  from  the  county  of  i^utfolk.  Pursuant  to  a 
recommendation  from  the  2>cw-Vork  lucal  cou-niitiee,  a  provincial  congress  was 
deputed  by  the  several  counties,  wliicU  met  in  the  cuy,  Mpy  <ii-d,  1775.  This 
body  practically  asserted  its  right  to  entire  bovtrt  lgniy,  suspending,  in  elFect, 
from  the  time  of  its  organization,  and  uU\inatoly  di^.-'^Klving  and  expelling,  the 
xoyal  authority.  Gol.  Woodhull  was  placed  ;it  the  htad  of  the  delegation  from 
SatTjlk.  Ou  the  22d  of  August,  177o,  iIk  i..r->\iu'  lai  congress  re-organized  the 
militia  of  this  colony  into  brii>iJes,  directing  ih.it  a  brigadier-gent  ral,  with  a 
raajor  of  brigade,  be  commissioned  to  th<'  cnjiuru.d  of  each.  The  militia  of 
Suffjlk  and  Clueens  constituted  one  I)r:.'aJ  ■,  ^i"  which  Ci'i.  Woodiiull  ^\•a3  sub.- 
ssquently  appoiuted  gcu.uai,  and  Jona.tii.iU  LT-^rvrsc  :,  E-^qairc,  a  mc  aili/jr  of  the 
provincial  congress  from  Cluccus,  major  or' bru^i  ie.  On  the  icth  of  i\ ugust, 
J.775,  General  Woodhull  was  elected  prciuioLt  </ 'fh.;  |.;vivir.cia]  congrc.'^s,  which 
o^.ce  he  held  in  the  body  thai  succc.:dvd  it  in  \  Tiie  jiroviiicial  congress, 

doubting  its  powers  to  conform  to  ti.e  rtoiDWi.  v.  im.ui  of  the  coiuiuciital  con- 
gress, by  erecting  a  nt-w  form  ot" g  > .  <  i  hi.,  .!  t>>  t'ir'  <  AoKssion  of  .lil  foreign  con- 
trol, on  the  31st  of  May,  177o,  rcomuu  i...:-  d  lav  <  ';(.r;urs  of  the  several  coun- 
ties to  vest  the  necessary  powers  ei  lrrui  lii  ■  r  i  r*'j' lU  delegates,  or  in  others 
to  be  chosen  in  their  stead.  'J'he  i>riti-iU  ar/.iy  ii  iVirr.',  on  the  oOi\\  of  June,  ap- 
peared otT  the  harbor  of  Nevv-Yo.k,  t!i'^  provi:>'  cnr.  ^re.->s,  on  its  adjournment 
tliat  day,  directed  that  the  congress  :n  v.  hi-di  tl  oso  new  powers  were  vested, 
should  immediately  assemble  at  While  Plains,  'i  !u  y  did  not,  in  fact,  assemble 
till  the  Oth  of  July,  177t),  wb'":n  General  W.- >; i.u;!  v.  as  chosen  president.  The 
declaration  of  indep-Mideni'c,  passed  on  the  h  ;d  uoi  ye',  received  the  unani- 
iTious  approbatioi^.  of  the  coKuues  in  ontjU'  i:ial  r.-.ngri  ss,  the  delegates  from 
the  colony  of  New-York  li avuu'  diclifi' d  to  vo--  !  a:t;io!!;.;li  ilicy  were  personal- 
Iv  in  f.ivor  ot"  the  liu-a.^art',  aj.  i  im  in  ir      .-//...r  i.u-  to  lie  so,)  because  they 
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were  fettered  by  instructions  draAv  u  nearly  twelve  montha  before,  when  the  hope 
of  reconciliation  was  yet  cherished,  Iinaiediately  on  this  meeting,  the  new 
provincial  congress  unanimously  adopted  the  declaration,  (General  Woodhull 
presiding,)  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  New-York;  thus  filling  the  void  occa- 
sioned  by  the  want  of  the  necessary  powers  in  their  delegates  at  Philadelphia. 
On  the  next  day  they  assumed  the  title  of  the  represcaiaiivcs  of  the  Stale  of  Seu- 
York.  The  invading  army  under  Lord  Howe  had  landed  on  State n  Island,  and 
by  the  command  which  their  naval  force  secured  over  the  adjacent  wiuers.  ih-^y 
were  enabled  to  threaten  an  attack  from  this  point  either  upon  Long  Island  or 
the  Island  of  JMcw- York.  Gi  ncral  Waslnngtoii  was  therefore  obliged  to  divide 
the  force  collected  to  oppose  tii'  ni,  a  portion  of  whicli  entrenched  tiiemsehcs  at 
Brooklyn,  when  the  residue  was  stationed  at  different  places  on  Yoik  Isk'nd. 
The  Is'ew-York  convention  had,  on  the  20th  of  July,  ordered  one  fourth  of  the 
militia  of  Qacoiis  and  SulFolk  to  be  drafted;  and  the  second  regiment  ihiis  ob- 
tained, had  marched  unuL-i;-  c^nnmandof  Col.  Josiah  Smith  of  Brookhaven,  arid 
Col.  Jefomus  Rea^scji  of  ?>i'c-.\viov.  n,  within  the  lines  at  Brooklyn,  tlien  com- 
manded by  General  Saihvan.  On  the  10th  of  August  General  "S'v  oodiiairs 
affairs  requirin;;-  his  return  homr,  he  obtained  leave  of  temporary  absence  from 
the  convention,  whose  siiiings  had  lieen  transferred  to  Harlaem  ;  and  proceeded 
to  his  residence  at  Mastic,  seventy-live  miles  from  New- York.  On  the '22d  of 
August,  the  uncertainty  that  had  prevailed  as  to  the  first  point  of  attack  on  the 
part  of  the  invaders,  was  dispelled  hy  the  landing  of  a  portion  of  their  forces  at 
New  Utrecht,  at  the  place  now  culled  Bath.  Aware  of  the  increasing  T?,-ant  of 
provisions  among  the  enemy,  and  the  American  army  being  confined  to  the  lines, 
the  whole  stock  and  produce  of  Long  Island  would  be  in  the  power  of  uie.  hos- 
tile troops,  unless  meaiis  w'cre  promptly  used  to  prevent  it.  The  convention 
adopted  a  policy  since  succ'ssfully  pursu.jd  by  the  Russians  on  a  larger  scale. 
This  \/as,  to  deprive  the  invading  foe  of  supplies,  and  thus  compel  their  aban- 
donment of  tl'.e  island,  by  removing  the  stock  and  other  provisions  in  the  vici- 
nity ;  and  if  that  could  not  be  effected,  by  destroying  them.  Resolutions  were  ac- 
cordingly pa^<' d  on  tiie  'J  tih  of  August,  ordering  General  Woodhull,  or,  in  his 
absence,  Cl'!.  ?■ 'i;.  , ,  ,' il,,cu.r  PoUer,  of  Huntington,  who  had  served  against 
the  Freneii  Hi  ]'.>■-'.>,  ;  lo  in.ireh,  without  delay,  one  half  of  the  western  regi- 
ment of  niiiitia  of  >u;i  ,1k  County,  with  five  days'  provisions,  into  the  western 
parts  of  Cluer:/-,  C. :y  ;  and  that  the  oflicers  of  the  militia  of  Clueen's  County 
should  jmrned;ai«  !y  onif  r  out  the  whole  militia  of  that  county,  to  effect  liie  de- 
sired object.  An  exrif'  Sa  b'-'ing  sent  with  these  directions  to  Major  Lawrence, 
Colonel  Pot;er,  and  '  i.-n.-tal  Woodhull,  the  latter  reached  Jamaica  on  the  next 
day,  (Sunday.)  and  jinniediately  took  measures  to  apprise  the  convention  of  his 
arrival  th'.rr,  and  av>  the  approach  of  the  forces  intended  to  act  under  his 
comujand.  lb,  v»  a>.  l''»wever,  doomed  to  experience  not  only  delay,  but  disap- 
pointmt  iu,  au'J  ha  -  ■ 'in  may  be  more  easily  imagined  than  described.  The 
convention  v.m-.'  uliy  asvare  that  the  militia  to  be  collected  on  this  emergency 
would  bt;  v\  l:<..i;y  decent  to  effect  the  desired  object,  and  more  particularly  to 
enable  the  (j  'u  r.-l  to  ;.iation  a  force,  agreeably  to  their  wishes,  on  the  liigh 
grounds  in  ir.-'  v,-.  ra  j,a-t  of  Clueen's  County,  to  repel  the  ravaging  parties  of 
the  enemy.  In  uv.  i  receding  year  it  had  been  found  necessary  to  dispatch  some 
of  the  tre"-''-  -;  '  .  .  ]'.'  thr  ri.i-nmand  of  General  Wooster  to  Suffolk  County,  to  rr-r- 
vent  depieii  iu.  n->  a!'j!i^  its  e.xnoscd  coast,  and  its  armed  iuhabitanis  wore  r...t 
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now  more  than  competent,  to  the  same  purpose.  In  Glueen's  a  majority  of  the  in- 
habitants \s-ere  disalt^^cted  to  ihc  patriotic  cause,  and  rendered  the  defence  of  the 
county  much  more  difiicult.  Th,e  Tories  there  had,  in  the  preceding;  month  of 
December,  obtained  a  quantity  of  arm.s  from  the  Asia  man-of-war:  and  had  even 
prevented,  by  their  superior  numbers  at  the  polls,  an  election,  then  attempted,  of 
delegates  to  the  provincial  congress;  insomuch  that  a  military  intervention, 
under  the  direction  of  the  continental  congress,  had  become  necessary  to  de- 
prive the  Tories  of  offensive  weapons,  and  to  secure  to  the  Whigs  the  freedom 
of  election.  A  large  body  of  the  Whizs  of  thot  county  were  already  embodied  in 
the  regiment  of  Colonel  Remsen.  ar.d  many  of  those  at  home  were  overawed  by 
the  neigtiborhood  of  tlic  Briiisli  torce.  or  were  employed  in  preparations  for  the 
flight  of  their  families,  if  fortune  should  favor  the  British  arms.  The  conven- 
tion accordingly  deputed  a  committee  to  Gon-  ral  Washington,  advising  him  of 
their  object;  of  their  apprehension  of  the  i:i5utnciency  of  the  force  they  had  or- 
dered to  join  General  Wo&dlmU  ;  and  of  their  conviction  that  it  would  be  most 
conducive  to  the  public  v.-citare  that  the  regnnents  of  Colonels  Smith  and  Rem- 
sen should  be  added.  Tlic  coniniittc  reported  on  the  CGtli,  that  at  the  conference 
■with  General  Wa^^/ninc'ton  lie  seemed  v*'cll  ploas^il,  but  said  he  was  afraid  it  was 
too  late.  He,  however,  expressed  his  willin  jness  to  atT.jrd  every  assistance  to 
the  convention  consistent  with  t!ie  public  g  iod ;  and  statetl  that -lie  would  im- 
mediately give  orders  that  Smiih's  and  Remscn's  regiments  shouUI  march  into 
Claeen's  County  and  join  General  Woodhull.  Notice  of  this  was  forwarded  to 
General  Woodfiull ;  as  well  as  of  the  expectation  that  by  the  time  he  received  their 
leLter  the  promised  reinforcement  would  have  joined  him.  On  the  same  day 
the  whole  militia  that  had  been  collected  was  assembled  at  Jamaica,  and  was 
found  to  consist  only  of  about  one  Inindrcd  men.  led  by  Cohjnel  Potter  of  Suf- 
folk, about  forty  militia  from  Queens,  and  iitty  horsemen  belonging  to  the  troop 
of  King's  and  Q,uecn's  Counties.  With  this  liandfal  of  men,  General  Woodhull 
advap.ce<J  to  the  westwar.l  of  CVuecn's  County,  agreeably  to  his  orders.  Owing, 
probably,  to  the  receipt  of  intormation  trial  inrreased  numbers  of  the  British  had 
disembarked  on  the  preceding  day  at  New  I'trrcht,  th.e  commanding  oiricer  at 
Brooklyn  did,  not  detach  th.e  second  Long  Island  regiment  to  join  General 
Wooj1;uU  ;  and  by  some  fatality,  the  cmi>s''on  was  neither  connnunicated  to  the 
convention,  nor  to  the  expecting  General.  Disappointed  at  not  meeting  tlie  ad- 
ditional tr-'Ops,  withou*.  w  hom  he  c  •aldrot  [H>5t  any  f»rce  on  the  heights  to  re- 
pel depredations  of  the  enemy,  he  ncvpriiit'Ut.ss  commenced  with  vigor  the  exe- 
cution of  the  rest  of  his  orders.  He  placni  'jMards  and  seniries  to  prevent  com- 
munication between  the  Tori'^s  ami  thf*  •  in  :ny  ;  ami  scouring  this  and  the  suc- 
ceeding day  the  country  sor.thward  of  tl-'-  hr.ls  in  Kind's,  and  a  considerable 
part  of  Newtown  and  Jamaica,  he  sent  oil  an  inuncnsc  <piantity  of  stock,  col- 
lected them  toward  the  great  plains,  ap.d  nni'Tci  oil  a  further  quantity  from  near 
Hempstead.  In  the  mean  time  his  numbers  had  dwindled  (by  the  anxiety  of 
the  militia  to  reach  their  homes,  and  protect  or  remove  their  families)  to  less 
than  a  hundred  men.  who,  as  well  as  their  horses,  were  worn  down.  What 
they  had  effected,  demonstrated  that  with  lh«'  fore  the  convention  had  expected 
to  place  under  his  comti>an!j,  the  object  to  wnich  th'-y  attached  so  much  impor- 
tance could  have  been  nccompl.slv  t!.  The  subsequent  disasters  to  the  Ameri- 
can arms  would,  h-owcvcr,  have  rci.d 'red  its  a'*comp!is!imcnt  useless.  Early  on 
the  27th  of  Au..-uit,  a  pais  thivug!;  the       i  m  Ki:._'*s  County,  wiiicli  had  been 
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left  ungu-arded  by  the  Ainericafi  troops;,  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  enemy. 
Tbe  American  outposts  were  surprised,  and  the  nriny  driven,  after  a  sanguina- 
ry er)gagenient,  within  iheii  entrenchments  at  Broo!vlyr>.  Numbers  of  the  Brit- 
ish troops  during  the  same  dAy  posted  themselves  on  the  hills  between  New- 
York  and  Jamaica,  and  parties  of  the  enemy's  liorse  made  incursions  into  the 
country  within  a  short  distance  of  the  Geiieval's  force.  In  this  state  of  things 
he  retired  to  Jamaica,  sending,  at  difierent  times,  two  messages  to  tlie  conveii- 
tion,  apprising  then^  of  his  situation;  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  reinforce^ 
nients,  and  of  his  convic:ion  that  the  two  Long  Island  regiments  could  not  join 
him  irv  consequence  of  the  interrnption  of  the  communication.  Unfortunaiely, 
the  convention  did  not  sit  on  that  liay,  and  the  General  receiving  no  ansvrcr. 
dispatched  his  brigade-major,  v.  Iio  was  also  a  niemb-T  of  thai  body,  to  repeat 
his  repvesentdtioir  and  obtain  their  orders.  The  con.vention,  at  their  meeting  on 
the -Sill,  still  adhered  to  tin  ir  ii'inipr  project;  believing  that  by  crossing  the 
fkist  River  to  York  IsLuiJ,  a..">.!  snnkiag  a  <jttour  to  Flushing,  the  two  regnnenis 
miirhl  Slid  reach.  Janiai'.  ;..  'i  h  aeooidingly  sent  Major  Lawrence  to  Gen. 
Waslsingioij  vv  i!;i  a  IcU..-  t.-.i  ;,;>ii;g  that  oj)iuion,  and  referring  him  to  the 
brigade-major  for  exi'luniitions  as  to  the  means:  at  th.e  same  time  they  directe:^ 
the  necessary  preparations  for  Jie  transportation  and  landing  of  the  troops,  and 
receivir,g  soon  after  a  rritci  LiUop.  of  the  call  for  an  immediate  reinforcement, 
they  deputed  two  of  tln  ir  !;"dy,  John  feloss  Ilol^art  and  James  Townsend,  Es- 
quires, to  repa-ir  to  General  "Woodiiull  wiin  instructions  and  advice.  Ov.'ing, 
probably,  to  the  interincdiate  roads  Itfing  in  pos.session  of  the  enemy,  these  gen- 
tlemen, it  is  believed,  never  reached  him. 

Whether  the  express  disjKitched  by  Maj.  Lawrence,  as  soon  as  ordered,  oiY 
the  mission  to  Gen.  Washington,  was  more  snccessful,  is  not  known.  On  thef 
same  morning  the  convention  forwarded  a  circular  to  the  committees  of  the  dif- 
ferent towns  of  Connecticut  lying  upon  the  Sound,  requesting  their  co-operation' 
in  removing  the  stock  from  Lour  liland  to  that  State,  and  an  application  to  the 
gavernor  for  such  force  as  could  be  speedily  obtained.  An  application  to  him 
had  been  intermediately  i-.:ade  by  Geri'-ral  Washington  to  throw  over  one  thou- 
sand men  upon  the  ibl.MvJ.  la  tiie  afternoon  Maj.  Lawrence  returned  from  the 
American  camp,  bringin.:  a  i  i'rv  from  the  cummander-in-chief  declining  the  t<-'- 
quest  of  the  conventioii  lor  li;:  di\sircd  reinforcement;  because,  in  the  opinion  of 
him.self  aiid  his  general  iif.irc  rs,  t!;''  men  they  had  v.'ere  no(  nTorc  than  c^nrae- 
terit  to  the  defence  of  liiL-ir  iints.  The  retreat  across  the  river,  which  was  effect- 
ed on  that  night,  rai^dit  h  i  vt:  been  suspected  and  thwarted  if  the  passage  of  the 
second  rcgimenc  h  -ai  b  '  U  jtit.mpted  in  open  day.  This,  nc doubt,  formed  an  ad^ 
ditional  reason  f<.>r  iv-iii  -  s.'a.Miiance.  In  the  mean  time  Gen.  AVoodhull,  whose 
iioiions  of  military  oi  cmh  -?  had  been  formed  in  the  strictest  school,  was  av/ait- 
ing  th  ;  exj)':ctt-,i  oid'a  i  ar,d  icinforcements.  At  this  time  the  situation  of  Gen. 
Woodlitd!  V.  :is  p^cuh.'.rly  enibarrassing.  If  he  had  not  received  encouragemenc 
that  he  b:u)'i!-l  be  it  la  \  td.  the  smallness  of  his  force  would  have  justified  an  im- 
nvdi.dc  rctrta'.  i.vt  ry  conimunication  from  the  convention,  from  v/hom  he  re- 
ceived ins  or.'.crs,  n:)por'.-d  it  to  be  their  wisli  ho  should  retain  his  station  in  the 
wesltiu  part  of  U-iot-n  s  County,  and  encouraged  him  to  expect  a  reinforcement. 
The  umission  of  any  in:.;i!igence  to  the  contrary,  v/ith  the  delay  of  the  return 
of  his  briga(J''-majf-r,  who  v/ns  detained  by  tlic  conveniion,  was  cah.ahr.'  d  t.> 
stren.glhun        ^  v_      .'v. -/a.   To  have  retreated  under  these  circunifrtanccs,  ss-O'.'.ld 
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have  been  a  violation  of  military  rules,  and  in  case  of  relief  being  sent,  would 
have  been  deemed  highly  dishonorab'e.  In  this  enieroency,  the  General  had  no 
counsel  but  his  own  honorable  feelings  to  consult,  and  he  adopted  the  course 
which  they  dictated.  He  resolved  not  to  make  a  final  retreat  until  he  heard  from 
the  convention.  On  the  morntn?  of  the  '2>'th,  he  ordered  his  troops  to  fall  back, 
and  take  a  station  ab<)ut  four  nulos  cast  of  Jamaica,  and  there  to  remain  until  fur- 
ther orders.  The  General  remained  at  Jamaica  till  aiternoon,  in  momentary  ex- 
pectation of  a  message  from  the  ( onvention.  Fie  then  retired  slowly  with  one 
or  two  companions,  still  indulging  ihe  hope  of  intelligence  from  the  convention, 
until  he  fell  a  sacrifice  to  his  reliance  on  their  vigilance  and  his  own  high  sense 
of  military  ho?)or,  which  forbid  his  abandoning!  the  station  assigned  him,  however 
perilous,  before  he  was  assured  thai,  relief  wiis  hopeless,  or  he  had  orders  to  that 
effect.  A  severe  thunder-shower,  is  5\ippnsed,  obliged  him  to  take  refuge  in  a 
public-house  about  two  miles  ca>i  of  J  ;iinaica  ;  he  was  there  overtaken  by  a  de- 
tachment of  the  I7lh  regiment  orBr;Li:-h  dr:i<j;nons,  and  the  7ist  regiment  of  Brit- 
ish infantry,  ac.ompanitd  by  sorne  (if  the  di-aflVcted  inhabitants  as  pilots. 

Ttie  General  U'iiiiieciuUely,  on  ijLing  discovered,  gave  up  bis  sword  in  token  of 
surrender.  The  ruthan  who  first  :i[>proactu'd  him,  (said  to  be  a  Major  Buird,  of 
the  7lst.)  as  reported,  ordered  him  to  say,  (Jod  mvc  tAc  Kiu^: ;  the  General  re- 
plied, "God  save  us  all  on  which  he  most  cowardly  a?ui  cruelly  assailed  the  de- 
fenceless General  with  his  broad  sw-jrd,  and  would  have  kidfd  him  upon  the  spot 
if  he  had  not  been  prevented  by  the  interference  of  an  oiiicer  of  more  honor  and 
humanity,  (said  to  be  Major  Uelancey  of  the  dra^oous,)  who  arrested  his  savage 
violence. 

The  General  was  badly  wounded  in  the  licad,  and  one  of  his  arms  was  man- 
gled from  the  shoulder  to  the  wrii:t.  lie  was  taken  to  Jamaica,  where  his  wounds 
were  dressed,  and,  with  other  prisonr.rs,  v,-as  confined  th'^re  till  the  ne.xt  day.  He 
was  then  conveyed  to  Gravesend,  and  with  abotit  (ir  hty  other  prisoners,  (of  which 
number  Col.  Robert  Troup,  of  ZSow-Yf^rlc,  was  one.)  v,-as  confined  on  board  a 
vessel  which  had  been  entployt  d  to  trannport  live  stork  for  tfic  use  of  the  army, 
and  was  without  accommodations  for  health. or  comfort,  The  General  was  re- 
leased froni  the  vessel  on  the  reinonstrani e  of  an  ('fncfr  who  had  more  hu- 
manity than  his  supeiioi?,  and  rernovc(?  to  a  t!')U?e  vaut  the  clmrch  in  ^Tew 
Utrecht,  where  he  was  p'^rmittod  to  receive  some  at'cmiance  and  medical  assis- 
tance. A  cut  in  I'le  jxnt  ofth"  elhou'  rrnr^  r<  t!  vn  amjiutalinn  of  the  arm  nece  s- 
sary. As  soon  a-  this  was  resolved  on,  tise  '.i.^neral  -cnt  tor  h\~-  Wife,  with  a  re- 
quest that  she  should  bring  with  her  all  I'fin  mnnrv  h;Mi  in  lier  pos?css;on,  and 
all  she  could  procure;  which  beini:  <:T-)mp!ifd  wiih,  h'^  had  it  di^tribntod  amonorlhc 
American  prisoners,  to  all-,  vi  re  tis'  ir  -nd-rini:- — tinis  iurni-hin^:  a  lesson  of  hu- 
manity to  his  enemies,  and  cli:.-i;r:  a  li-'.'lo!  hf<'  by  an  a<  t  of  chanty,  Helhen  suf- 
fered the  amputalion,  wlm  h  soon  ;--^'j<  d  in  a  liiortuiv-itton,  wiiu.h  terminated  his 
life  Septemb.-r  20th,  !770,  in  ih*-  fit y-foMnih  \e-.ir(,f  hi^a-e.  He  left  culy  one 
child,  who  is  now  hving  on  her  [ nfer  f  vi  r-t  ;*<•  at  .NJaiiie,  m  Brookhaveri,  arid  is 
the  widow  of  the  late  General  Ji  hn  Siu:'.!),  d  cc  .\s.  d. 

It  is  said  that  otic  of  the  battalion*  c;npl<.yrd  m  this  itiglorious  warfare  against 
an  rnrcsisting  individual  wag  coniniand*" d  l)y  a  Mn;<)f  Crew,  a  distant  kins- 
man of  the  Geri'-'ral  ;  an^i  tlinl  wh.'ii  he  (  a:]-..'  l.»  ':>o  ;jf>pri7.rd  of  that  fact,  and  of 
the  circums'r;!!,-..'^  of  ti.e  ea-c,  he  va-<  s>)  «!: -.vi-'ted,  tlrit  he  cither  resiirned  his 
coinini?;;o;i  and  i^uit  ihc  ?cr.:v,  or  «jl>t.i.:'.<.d  r-nm -sion  to  leayo  the  army  'and 


ins  'jofto^!  Ti 


510 


APPENDIX. 


return  to  England,  All  the  transactions  of  that  period  bear  the  marks  of  inex- 
perience and  improvidence,  of  prccipito lion  and  ala^m,  Ths  talents  of  General 
Woodhull  were  peculiarly  adapted  to  a  military  station.  With  personal  courage^ 
he  possessed  judgment,  decision,  and  firmness  of  character,  tempered  with  con- 
ciliating manners,  which  commanded  Iho:  respect  and  obedience  of  his  troop?,  and 
at  the  same  time  secured  their  confidence  and  esteem, 

Ris  excellent  wife,  who  had  barely  arrived  soon  enough  to  attend  him  in  his 
last  moments,  was  permitted  to  remove  his  dead  body,  which  was  prepared  for 
the  purpose  by  the  British  surgeons.  Painful  as  her  feelings  must  have  been  while 
attending  the  mangled  corse  of  her  deceased  husband  and  dearest  friend,  in  its 
slow  progress  over  a  distance  of  seventy  miles,  she  had  the  satisfaction  of  reflect- 
ing that  it  was  out  of  the  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  the  consolation  of  deposit- 
ing it  on  his  own  farm,  amid  the  graves  of  his  ancestors.  The  cruel  treatment  of 
this  gallant  ofiicer  and  eminent  citi?..  n  aroused  in  every  patriotic  bosom  feelings  of 
ji-idignation.  Nor  cm  the  circumstances  ever  be  recollected  without  admiring  the 
lofty  spirit  which  no  extremity  could  hend  to  dishonor,  nor  without  disdain  and  ab- 
horience  of  a  coward  brutality,  vviiich  vainly  seeks  for  exteuaation  in  the  bitter 
animosities  of  the  times. 

Tt  is  proper  hereto  state,  thi.t  tlu- late  Cli^cf  Justice  Alarsliall,  in  the  Biogra- 
phy of  Washinirton,  while  narrating  th*^  disposition  of  the  American  forces  imme- 
diately prior  to  the  battle  of  Loni'  I?^l;urd,  fought  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of 
August,  1776,  makes  the  following  remark  :  "  The  convention  of  Xew-York  had 
ordered  General  WoO'IkvU,  irilh  thf  muitia  of  Long  Island^  to  take  post  on  iru: 
high  grannd  as  n'.ar  the  encv.iy  as  possible  ;  but  he  remained  at  Jamaica^  and 
seemed  scarcely  to  suppose  himself  niidir  the  control  of  the  regular  officer  covi- 
ruaiiding  on  tie  Islarul^ 

The  unjust  irnjnitation  contained  in  this  short  sentence,  upon  tlic  well-known 
character  and  principles  of  General  Woodhull,  and  its  total  variance  from  facts, 
make  it  obvious  to  every  v.  ell-inforrncd  person  that  the  learned  historian  was 
entirely  unaci|uaint« -l  with  what  transpired  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  and  had 
mistaken  the  circumsianccs  attending  the  conduct  and  fate  of  the  unfortunate 
General,  To  remedy,  r>s  far  as  possible,  the  consequences  of  this  erroneous  state- 
ment, and  rescue  the  mriiiory  of  the  noble  martyr  from  the  grave  charge  above 
mentioned,  a  communication  was  addressed  to  Judge  Marshall,  on  the  I3th  of 
Feb.  183-i,  by  Jolm  I..  L;twr'  nre,  Esq.  containing  a  plain  and  candid  relation  oi 
facts  relative  to  the  matter  above  mciruoned  ;  and  to  which  his  Honor  respond- 
ed in  a  manner  which  wos  to  be  c.xpccied  from  a  great  and  generous  mind,  when 
convinced  of  an  important  enor,  tuiconsciously  committed.  The  letter  ib  as  fol- 
lows : 

*'  Washington,  Feb.  21st,  IS'M. 

.Sir : 

"Judge  Edv/ards  did  me  the  favor  to  deliver  yesterday  ev  ning  your  letter 
of  the  13ih,  with  the  dr>cuments  to  which  it  refers.  It  is  tome  matter  for  deep 
concern  and  s..lf- reproach  that  the  Biographer  of  Wa  shington  should,  from  what- 
ever cau^e,  ha\  e  rms  slr^tod  the  part  performed  by  any  individual  in  the  war  of  our 
revolution.  Accuracy  ui  detail  ought  to  have  been,  and  was,  among  my  primar) 
objects.  If  m  any  m-tanco  I  have  failed  to  attain  this  object,  the  failure  is  the 
more  lamented,  if  it^  consequence  be  the  imputation  of  blame  where  praise  wa;- 
merited. 
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"  The  evidence  with  which  you  have  furaished  ine,  demonstrate  that  the  small 
body  of  miUtia  assembled  near  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  in  August,  1 770,  was  not 
called  out  for  the  purpose  of  direct  co-operaiion  with  the  troops  in  Brooklyn, 
a.nd  was  not  placed  by  the  convention  under  the  uflicer  commanding-  at  that  post. 
It  is  apparent  that  their  particular  obj^'ctj  after  the  British  hud  landed  on  Long 
Island,  was,  to  intercept  tlie  supplies  ihey  might  draw  from  the  country.  It  is 
apparent,  also,  that  General  ^/oodhuU  joined  them  only  a  day  or  two  before  the 
battle  ;  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  he  executed  with  intelligence  and 
vigor  the  duty  confided  to  him.  I  h  id  supposed  that  the  order  to  march  to  the 
western  part  of  Q.ueen's  County  directed  au  approach  to  tl)e  enemy,  and  that 
the  heights  alluded  to,  wer>-;  between  Jamaica  and  Brooklyn,  But  1  have  not 
the  papers  which  I  read  at  tlic  tiine  from  the  publications  then  in  jny  possession. 
t  only  recollect  the  impression  iliey  made,  that  General  WoodhuU  was  called 
into  t.he  f.eld  for  the  purix)se  of  ayiiiig:  tiie  operations  fror.i  Brooklyn  ;  and  that 
General  Washington,  know  in  ^'  the  existence  of  this  corps,  hud  a  right  to  count 
upon  it  iii  some  slight  dcgrc-?,  ns  ;:;u:ir.lm^  die  road  leading  from  Jamaica.  In 
this  I  v.-a>  niistikca;  and  in  this  th-  f\ustakeof  which  you  complain  originated. 

I  think,  however,  yi.-.u  mi  .con.stru*'  it ;  no  allusion  is  made  to  the  number  of 
the  militia  under  his  commanJ,  nor  to  any  jeah)usy  of  the  military  ofiicer  com- 
manding at  Brooklyn  ;  nor  is  it  hinted  that  tlie  convention  had  placed  him  un- 
der that  officer.  I  rather  itsiVr  ti;ai  i;  app^iared  to  me  to  be  an  additional  exam- 
ple of  the  many  inconveniences  arising:,  in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  from  the 
disposition  of  the  civil  authoriticii  to  manage  affairs  belonging  to  the  military 
department- 

*'  I  wish  much  that  I  had  possessed  the  information  you  have  now  given  me. 
The  whole  statement  would  most  probably  hare  been  omitted,  the  fact  not  be- 
ing- connected  with  the  battle  :  or.  if  mtsoJucc-d,  have  been  essentially  varied. 
"I  am.  With  great  respect,  your  obed't 
"  JoHK  L.  Lawrence,  Esq.  "  J.  MARSHALL."  ' 

lyew-York." 


Correspondence  betv:i'c!i  General  WoodhuU  and  ike  Convention. 

The  capture  of  General  WoodhuU  was  uue  of  tlu-  most  calamitous  events  of 
the  revolution.  It  dLprivcii  i!:o  i^juniry  of  tlie  i.;!<-nis.  tht-  experienct^  end  coun- 
sels of  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  patuoiio  of  her  ciiiztns.  The  cruel  and  das- 
tardly treatment  of  a  prisui.f.r,  e-s|  f  cially  of  lus  rank  and  character,  after  a 
peaceable  surrender,  rou.->cd  a  s;ur;t  i>f  iiKJi.:!...i!"r.  Jii  the  bii.a-,1  of  every  hon- 
est and  disinterested  mar..  It  co!Unbu'..;d  to  .Ji.  i.ai.;  the  aliVctions  of  the  people 
from  a  country  v/hose  orucrs  wtre  capable  of  suoh  unprinciph  d  barbarity, 
and  to  stiCdgthon  the  deleruiir.ation  of  all  rank.s  to  adhere  to  the  resolution  then 
recently  ailuptf  d  by  the  com  ill!  ntnl  con-ross  and  the  convention  of  this  state, 
to  render  tiie  United  Spates  jnd<-p-;';v,i(  lU  i.f  i,-.r  con'rol.  General  WoodhuU  was 
as  much  distinguished  for  his  prr.ati;  and  d  »ni.  .«,uc  virtues  ns  for  his  zeal  for  the 
rights  of  his  counir)  ,  and  v.  a.s  hc!d  in  the  inghist  esimuitton  by  all  those  who 
enjoyed  his  society,  or  )nd  h^:  pK-asure  of  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  him. 
His  death  sj^rcad  a  gloo-a  over  Long  L-,la;id--v.  as  universally  lamented  by  the 
friends  of  freedom,  to  wiiom  he  waj  known,  as  wei:  as  by  all  those  to  whom  he 
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was  cudt'cired  by  social  relations;  and  while  il^ie  revolution  continues  to  be  a 
subject  of  graiiiude  willi  the  {)t:ople  of  Long  Isl-ind,  his  niemory  will  be  che- 
rished among  their  fondest  recoliLriions. 

August 'ioih,  177G,  General  "W'oodhuil  wrote  to  the  convention.  His  letter 
cannot  be  found,  bat  the  contents  may  he  inferred  from  the  following  answer  : 

August  SGth,  177G. 

Sir — Your's  of  yesterday  is  just  come  to  hand,  in  answer  to  which  we  would 
inform  you  that  Robert  Townscnd,  ilw;  son  of  Samuel  Townsend,  Esq..  is  a{> 
pointed  commissary  for  the  trooj^s  under  your  command,  of  whicii  we  hope  you 
will  give  him  the  earliest  notice  ;  and  that  we  have  made  apfilicatiou  to  Gene- 
ral Washington  for  the  regiments  under  the  command  of  Cols.  Smith  and  Rcrn« 
sen  to  join  you.  He  assured  our  committee  that  he  would  issue  out  orders  im- 
mediately for  that  purpose,  and  we  expect  that  they  are  upon  the  spot  by  this 
time. 

Confiding  in  your  known  prudence  and  zeal  in  the  common  cause,  and  wish- 
ing you  the  protection  and  blessing  of  heaven, 

We  arc,  v^ith  respect,  your  very 

humble  servants, 
By  order,  6cc.       ABRAHAM  YATES,  Jun. 
To  Gen.  Nathaniel  Woor>!iL-i.L. 


Jamaica,  August  1770. 

Gentlemen— 1  am  now  at  Jamaica,  with  less  tiian  100  men,  having  brought 
all  the  cattle  from  the  westward  and  southward  of  the  hills,  and  have  sent  them 
ofT  with  the  troops  of  horse,  with  orders  to  take  all  the  rest  eastward  of  this 
place,  to  the  eastward  of  Hempstead  Plains,  to  put  them  into  fields,  and  to  set  a 
guard  over  them.  The  enemy,  I  am  informed,  are  entrenching  southward,  and 
from  the  heights  isear  fluwaid's.  I  have  now  received  yours,  with  several  reso- 
lutions, which  1  wish  11  was  in  my  power  to  put  in  execution  ;  but,  unless  Cols. 
Smith  and  Remsen,  mentioned  in  yours,  join  me  with  their  regiments,  or  sonie 
other  assistance  in  riu di  itely,  1  shall  not  be  able;  for  the  people  are  all  nioving 
east,  and  I  cannot  irft.  any  assistance  from  them.  1  sJiall  coritinue  here  as  long 
as  I  can,  in  liopes  of  a  ruinibrcemcnt ;  but  if  none  comes  soon,  I  shall  retreat, 
and  drive  t\}e  stock  bef«irc  luc  into  the  woods. 

Cols,  Smith  and  R'Mis  n,  1  Ilk,  ca-Hiot  join  me.  Unless  you  can  send  me 
some  other  assistance,  I  tii-ar  I  c'.  dl  s.  on  be  obliged  to  quit  this  place.  1  hope 
soon  to  hoar  from  you. 

I  am,  gciit'onicu,  your  most  humble  serv't, 

NATHANIEL  WOODHULL. 

To  the  Hon.  Convention  of 
the  Slate  of  Ne\v-^*ork. 


lVcsii':arcl  of  Queen's  Cou?ity,  August  27/^,  177G. 
Gentlriuen—lnclo  jt  d  I  ser;d  you  a  letter  from  Col.  Potter,  who  left  mc  yester- 
day at  11  i''c'<K-k.  afi.T  bringing  about  100  men  to  n^ic  at  Jamaica.  Major  Sniitlj, 
I  expect,  has  al!  tJie  rr^l  that  were  to  come  from  SulTolk  County.    There  have 
about  40  of  the  r.ulitia  joined  me  from  the  regiments  in  Queen's  County,  ar.d 
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about  50  of  the  troop  belonging;  to  Kln5:'s  and  Queen's  counties,  which  is  nearly 
ali  I  expert.  I  iiave  ":<it  all  ih".  cattle  southward  of  llie  hills  in  King's  County, 
to  the  eastward  of  the  cro^s-rond  between  tiie  two  counties,  aiid  have  placed 
guards  and  sentinels  from  the  north  road  to  tise  south  side  of  the  island,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  the  cattle's  going  bank,  and  to  prevent  the  comrnuairation  of  the 
Tories  with  tlie  enemy.  1  am  within  about  six  miles  of  the  enemy's  camp  :  their 
light  horse  have  been  within  about  two  inilcs,  and,  unless  1  have  more  men,  our 
stay  h.^re  will  answer  nD  parpjse.  Wj  shall  soon  want  to  bs  supplied  with 
provisions,  if  we  tarry  here. 

1  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  ob'dt,  Immble  serv't. 

NATHANIEL  WOODHULL, 

The  Hon.  Convention  of  New- 
York,  at  Harlaem. 


Javiaica,  August  23^i,  1776. 

Gentle.nen — !  vvrotb  tv/o  letters  to  }  r-u  ycs'.or'iay,  one  by  expie:>s  arid  another 
by  .Mr.  Harper,  and  also  sent  my  bri^'aJc-inajor  lo  you,  to  let  you  know  my 
situation,  and  I  expected  an  answer  to  one  oi"  lin  ni  last  niq;lit5  but  iny  express 
informed  me  that  he  was  detained  tilt  L.st  iiii^hi  for  an  answer. 

1  have  now  received  yours  of  the  '2biU.  w'iich  ii  only  a  copy  of  the  last,  with- 
out a  single  word  of  answer  lo  my  h'tier,  or  the  message  by  my  brigade-major. 
I  must  again  let  you  know  my  situation,  1  have  about  70  men  and  about  20  of 
the  troop,  which  is  all  the  force  I  h.ivc  or  cm  expect,  and  I  am  daily  growing 
less  in  number.  Tlie  people  are  so  alarm',  d  in  SuiT.dk,  that  iliey  will  not  any 
inore  of  them  march;  and  as  to  Cols.  Snitih  and  IleiusfU),  they  cannot  join  me, 
for  the  communication  is  cut  oir  between  \i3.  I  liave  sent  about  i  100  cattle  to 
the  great  fields  on  the  plains  yesterday.  About  lieX)  iwore  liave  gone  off  this 
morning  to  the  same  place,  and  I  hrivc  orderpd  a  ;:;uard  of  an  ofhcer  and  seven 
priva:es.  They  can  get  no  water  in  those  n''l(is.  My  men  and  horses  are  worn 
out  with  fatigue.  The  cattle  are  not  all  gone  olT  towards  Hempstead.  I  order- 
ed thern  off  yesterday;  buL  they  were  not  al't.  lo  i.\kc  them  alung.  I  yesterday 
brought  about  300  from  Newcown.  I  thuvi-:  t'se  c  >tt!e  are  in  as  niuclt  danger  on 
the  north  side  as  on  the  south  side;  and  liave  oid'/rcd  the  inhabitants  to  remove 
them,  if  you  cannot  send  me  an  immediate  rc!rstv>r.-emenL 

1  am,  v^c. 
N  A Ti I A N 1  EL  \V O O D H U LL. 

The  Plon.  Convention  of 
New- York. 


Correspondence  bet icecn  the  Convintivn  end  Gaieral  lVashi)igt(fn. 

Wi-Jnfil'Vj  morninL'-,  Aug.2Sth,  1776. 
Sir— I  am  command'  i  by  the  convention  to  t  nclt to  your  Excellency  the 
copy  of  a  letter  they  recc iv<  d  last  cveiiing  fronx  (It  r.cral  "Woodiiull.  The  con- 
vention are  of  opinion  that  il>e  enmiy  may  l.-'  pr-  vented  from  gettin£r  the  stock 
and  grain  on  Long  island  if  the  rr_:!nrenis  ui.^i-  r  th-;  command  of  Col,  Smith 
and  Col.  liemsen  be,  S'-nt  i')ji  i:\  Gen.  Wu  'd'iu!!.    That  this  junetion  may 

05 


I  ■ 
v 

n.:;  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

xr-fyty  ■■':'<-^  '^^l^ 

rvo'si-n  wJ  v.i>:~'^'..';:^K        'v.i  Ui,-  ' 


J'.<^^ 


514 


APPENDIX. 


efTcGtec!,  and  how,  Major  Lawrence,  v/lio  is  a  member  of  this  convention  and 
the  bearer  hereof,  will  iiif;rm  your  Excellency, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  EuXcellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

By  order,         ABIlx\HxlM  YATES. 

His  Excellency  Gen.  Washikgto-v. 


Long  Island,  Au!:.  2Sth,  177G. 
Si.r-^I  was  just  now  honored  with  your  favor  of  this  date,  with  General 
Woodhuii's  letter,  and  siiould  esteem  myself  happy,  were  it  in  my  power  to  af- 
ford the  assistance  required  ;  but  the  enen)y  having  landed  a  considerable  pari  of 
their  force  here,  and  at  the  same  time  may  have  reserved  sorne  to  attack  Isew- 
York,  it  is  tlie  opinion,  not  only  of  myself,  but  of  all  my  general  officers  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  cnrisuliing  with,  that  the  men  we  have  are  not  more  than 
competent  to  the  dtfcnco  -"if  those  lines,  and  the  several  posts  which  must  be  de- 
f  ndcd.  This  reason,  an^!  ihis  al-iu:-,  prevents  complyir.g  Vvitli  yourrco;uciL 
I  shall  beg  leave  to  rnendon,  in  confdence,  th.at  a  few  days  ago,  upon  the  ene- 
my's first  landing  here,  1  wrote  to  Governor  Trumbull,  recommending  him  to 
throw  over  a  body  of  1000  men  on  the  island  to  annoy  the  enemy  in  their  rear, 
if  the  state  of  the  colony  would  admit  of  it.  Wlicther  it  will  be  done  I  cannot 
determine;  That  colony  having  furnislied  a  large  proportion  of  men,  I  was, 
and  still  am,  doubtful  v/hether  it  could  b*;;  dune.  If  it  could,  I  am  satisfied  it 
will,  from  the  zeal  and  readiness  they  have  ever  shown  to  give  every  possible 
succor.  I  am  hopeful  they  will  be  in  a  condition  to  do  it;  and  if  they  are, 
thooc  troops,  I  doubt  not,  v/ill  be  ready  and  willing  to  give  General  Woodhull 
any  assistance  he  may  want.  But  cannot  tlie  militia  etlect  what  he  wishes  to 
do  2  They,  I  believe,  must  be,  depended  on  in  the  present  instance  for  relief. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  in  great  haste. 

Sir,  your  m.ost  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 

The  Hon.  ABRAHA^!  Yai  rs. 


Coniinuatinn  o  f  Ihc  corresjwndcncc  by  the  Coiiiini'tee  of  Safcln. 

King's  Bridge,  Ang.  HTG. 
Sir-r-In  our  way  to  Fishkill,  agreeable  to  an  adjournment  of  the  convention, 
v/e  are  informed  that  th*-  army  on  Long  Island  is  removed  to  the  city  of  New- 
York;  and  anxiety  to  kiiOVv- the  fact,  as  well  as  to  be  informed  whether  you 
think  any  measure.^  nvCf  i-sary  f)r  us  to  take,  induces  us  to  trouble  your  Exoel- 
lrn-"y  at  this  time  for  an  answer  hereto.  "We  have  ordered,  last  ni^ht,  all  the 
mi'iiia  <5f  the  coun'.ics  of  Ulster,  Dutchess,  Orange,  and  Westcluster,  to  be 
ready,  on  aminutc  t;  warning,  with  five  days'  provisions.  We  shall  wail  the 
return  of  our  m'^-sscngor  a»  this  jilacc,  and  are, 

Sir,  your  most  obed  t  and  very  humble  serv't. 

By  order.         ABRAHAM  YATES,  Jun, 
His  Excellency  Gen,  Washington. 
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August  20tk,  ITS. 

Sir — Your  f  ivor  of  this  date  i.s  ju  u  conic  to  liand.  CirciirnslaTiced  as  this  ar- 
my was.  in  respect  to  situation,  strength,  &c.  it  was  tlic  unanimous  advice  of  a 
council  of  gent^ral  officers  to  give  up  Long  Island,  and  not,  by  dividing  our 
force,  be  unable  to  resist  the  cnorny  in  any  one  ])oint  of  altack.  This  reason, 
added  to  sonic  others,  particularly  liie  fear  of  liaving  our  communication  cut  off 
from  tlie  main,  of  which  there  seemed  no  small  probability,  and  the  extreme  fa- 
tigue our  troops  were  laid  under  in  guarding  sucii  extensive  lines  without  pro- 
per shelter  from  the  weather,  induced  the  above  resolution.  It  is  the  most  intri- 
cate thing  in  the  world.  Sir,  to  knuw  in  v/liat  manner  to  conduct  one's  self  v/ith 
respect  to  the  jp.ililia.  If  you  do  iio:  be^'in  mntiy  days  before  they  are  Wanted 
to  raise  them,  you  caimot  have  tht.r;i  in  time.  If  you  do,  they  get  tired  and  re- 
turn, besides  being  under  very  little  ord<  r  or  governaieni,  whilst  in  the  service. 
However,  if  the  enemy  have  a  design  of  scrviijg  usT  at  tiiis  place,  as  we  appre- 
hend they  meant  to  do  on  Long  Island,  it  might  not  bo.  improper  to  have  a  body 
in  readiness,  to  prevent  or  retard  a  lar.ding  of  them  east  of  Ilarlaem  river,  if 
need  be.  In  har-to,  .tovI  r  ..:  a         f  liijuod, 

I  remain,  \'vith  gr^at  rt-sp'  ct  and  Citeem, 

Sir,  yoi'.r  n;ost  obedicm  ImmM''  s^-rvant, 

GEORGi:  V7AS1IINGT0N. 

The  Hon.  Abhaham  Yati:.^,  Esq. 

No.  xr. 

0/  the  IhdHc  vi  Lo7tT  hhi^d. 

After  tlie  comnitmcemcnt  of  hoc.?ilii;i' ;  in  177'"',  NowA'ork  b<Mng  situated  near 
the  centre  of  the  colonial  sea-board,  aiul  ri  i  hly  aci-issitd-;  Uimx  the  sea,  wns  se- 
lected by  the  enemy  as  u  principal  j-oint  lor  th-  ir  fatur'- operations.  With  tiiis 
view,  a  first  division  of  tlieir  army  arrived  .a  S;aton  I:-!:iiiil  in  the  latter  [)art  of 
June  of  that  year,  followed,  ab.iu:  the  miiMU  of  Jidy,  !,>y  the  grand  armament 
under  Lord  Howe,  consisting  of  six  shijis  <■  Imr,  ilnny  iViivUcs,  with  small- 
er armed  vessels,  and  a  groat  number  of  tr:ui-,j'ort';,  vi'^t'u-illrrs,  and  ships  with 
ordinance. 

The  Americans  anticipating  the  inva-i'in  of  Lonn'  Ifthtnd,  had  fortified  Brook- 
lyn before  the  arrival  of  llio  Hrl:i-Ii  a  Si.  a-n  I-;  i;,d.  A  line  of  intrenchment 
was  formed  from  a  ditch  near  the  hr.i-  T.-Mi  u <  f  tii'',  Hridge  Company  at 
the  Navy-yard  to  Fort  Green,  then  r.xWr'l  V'<n  i'u-!!  nn,  m!,,!  fi.  ni  thi  nc»:  to  Frcck's 
mill-pond.  A  strong  work  was  erected  en  ti  -  1  n.  of  Joli.inni:^  firhc voice  and 
of  Van  Brunt;  a  redoubt  v/as  tlirov.-n  on  iif.  .  Iii!l  « .|>).o-->itc  I'.rown's  mill, 
and  an'ither  on  the  lar.d  of  Jo:m  Jo:u'. ;  .'ri.  v.  ■  of  l"  tL  (Ji..rii.  Ponkiesbcrg, 
now  Fort  Swift,  was  fortifuxl,  and  a  firt  ho;  -,  on  l  i/id  <'f  Mr.  Hick'=:  on 
Brooklyn  Height^;.  Such  were  th'.-  d' t"  ncc;  of  I-'r.  .."•  'yn  in  1770,  wliilc a cA<:r<?7^7; 
de  /rise  was  sunkin  the  main  chann.lof  ihc  rnur  ';■:■)•'.■  .\<  v-Vurk.  The  troops 
of  both  divisions  of  the  British  army  were  lan.l.  d  i.ri  Sr;i;(  n  l:Uand  after  their 
arrival  in  the  bay,  to  recruit  iheir  stre)!..''.!!  at.d  I'rt  p:vrf:  l  ^r  tlie  coining  conllict. 
It  was  not  till  the  middle  of  AuiT'i-^:  th.  •.  a  fir;'',  binding  on  Long  Island  was 
made  by  thein  at  New  Utrecht.  Her-'  t::<  y  \\  '-re  j-^ircd  by  many  royalists  from 
the  neighborhood,  who  prnb?\hly  cci-zd  the  itr.farn p^\rl  of  mfarrners  and  guides 
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to  the  enemy.    General  Sir  Henry  Clinton  arrived  about  the  same  time,  %vuh 
the  troops  re-conducted  from  tlic  expedition  to  Charleston." 

Commodore  Hothain  already  appeared  there  \vith  tlie  reinforcements  under 
his  escort;  so  that  in  a  short  time  the  hostile  army  amounted  to  about  twenty- 
four  thousand  men;  English,  Hessians,  and  Waldeck*as.  Several  regiments  of 
Hessian  infantry  v;ere  expected  to  arrive  shortly,  when  the  army  W(  uld  be  swell- 
ed to  the  number  of  thirty-five  thousand  combatants,  of  the  best  troops  of  Europe, 
all  abundantly  supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition,  and  manitestin;;  an  extreme 
ardor  for  the  service  of  their  king.  Tiieplan  was,  first  to  get  possession  of  New- 
York,  which  was  deemed  of  most  essential  importance.  Tlien,  if  Gcnfral  Carle- 
ton,  after  having  passed,  as  was  hoped,  the  lakes  of  Canada,  could  penetrate  to 
the  banks  of  the  Hu'Jsou,  and  descend  this  river  at  the  samn  tiiae  tiiat  General 
Howe  should  ascend  it,  their  junction  would  have  the  immediate  effect  of  ioter- 
nipting  all  coaimunicaiion*  between  the  provinces  of  New-England,  on  the  Ict't 
banlc,  and  th  'se  of  the  middlf  and  south  upoii  the  right.  While  General  Howe 
■was  seconded  in  his  invasion  of  Ncw-Yoik  by  the  twelve  or  thirteen  thousand 
men  corning  from  Canada  under  Governor  Carleton,  General  Clinton  was  to 
operate  in  the  provinces  of  the  south,  and  to  attack  Charleston.  The  American 
troops  being  thus  divided,  and  their  generals  surpri=^ed  and  pressed  on  so  many 
sides  at  once,  it  was  not  doi>bted  but  that  the  British  arms  would  soon  obtain  a 
complete  triumph.  But,  in  executing  this  design,  they  had  counted  too  much  on 
an  admirable  concurrence  of  a  great  number  of  parts,  and  had  not  taken  into  ac- 
count tlie  difficulties  of  the  v/inds  and  seasons.  Admiral  Howe  did  not  arrive 
until  after  Clinton's  expedition  of  Charleston  had  totally  miscarried.  The  army 
at  Canada  was  entirely  interrupted  at  the  lakes.  It  was  still,  however,  confident- 
ly expected  that  General  Howe  would  be  able  alone  to  make  a  decisive  cam- 
paign. 

To  resist  this  impending  storm,  Congress  had  ordained  the  constuction  of  rafts, 
gun-bo3ts,  galleys,  ur.d  lloating  batteries,  for  the  defence  of  the  port  of  New- 
York  and  the  mouth  of  tlic  Hudson.  They  had  also  decreed  that  thirteen  thou- 
sand of  the  provincial  militia  should  join  the  army  of  Washington,  who, 
being  seasonably  api'ri/.rd  of  the  danger  of  rsew-York,  had  made  a  movement 
into  that  quarter;  tht  y  also  directed  tlie  organization  of  a  corps  of  ten  thousand 
men,  destined  to  serve  as  a  reserve  in  the  provinces  of  the  centre.  All  the  weak- 
est posts  had  been  carefully  intrenched,  and  furnished  with  artillery.  A  strong 
detachment  occupied  I-ong  ij^Umd,  to  prevent  the  English  from  landing  tiicre,  or 
to  repulse  them  if  they  should  efiVct  a  debarkation.  But  the  army  of  Congress 
was  very  far  from  havir.g  all  the  necessary  means  to  support  the  burden  of  so 
terrible  a  war.  It  wanted  arnas,  and  it  was  wastf.d  by  diseases.  The  reiterated 
instances  of  the  commandcr-in-chlLf  had  drav»n  into  his  cump  lite  militia  of  the 
neighboring  provinces,  and  s  viie  regular  regiments  from  .MarylanJ,  from  Penn- 
sylvania, and  from  Neu'-Eiigl  ind,  which  had  swelled  his  army  to  the  number  of 
twrnty-seveu  liirnisand  n.en  :  but  a  fourth  of  these  troops  weie  composed  of  in- 
valiv:s,  and  scarcely  v.-as  autitiier  fourth  furnished  with  arms. 

Tiie  Am^^rican  nrn.\y,such  as  it  was,  occupied  the  positions  most  suitable  to 
cover  mcna>'.  d  j-fMiv  s.  The  corps  which  had  been  stationed  on  Long  Island, 
was  couim^ni  d  Hy  M  ii'r-General  Greene,  who,  onaccouni  of  sickness,  was  af- 
terwards succcedvi  by  G'-rierdi  Sullivan.    The  main  body  of  the  army  encamp- 
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ed  on  the  island  of  New- York,  which,  it  appeared,  was  destined  to  receive  the 
£rst  blows  of  the  English. 

Two  feeble  detachments  guarded  Governor's  Island  and  the  point  of  Paulus^ 
Hook.  The  militia  of  the  province,  commanded  by  the  American  General  Clin- 
ton, were  posted  upon  the  banks  of  the  Sound,  where  they  occupied  the  two  Ches- 
ters.  East  and  West,  and  New  Rod;,  lie.  For  it  was  to  be  feared  that  the  enemy, 
landing  in  force  upon  the  north  shore  of  the  Sound,  migiit  pcnetra;e  to  Kings- 
bridge,  and  tlms  entirely  lock  up  all  the  American  troops  on  the  island  of  JN'ew- 
York.  Lord  Howe  n'lade  novar-  ovf  rturos  of  peace  upon  terms  of  submission  to 
the  royal  clemency,  widch,  rcsiiiting  in  nothing-,  decided  tlie  British  General  to 
attack  Long  Island.  "  AccordincMv,"  says  liotta,  "on  the  tv.'enty  second  of 
August,  the  fleet  approached  the  yarrmc^  ;  ail  the  trooj's  found  an  easy  and  se- 
cure landing-place  between  the  villages  of  Gravcsend  and  New-Utrecht,  where 
they  debarked  without  meeting  any  resistasioc  on  the  part  of  the  Am.cricans.  A 
great  part  of  the  American  army,  uiid-T  the  cTimiTint!  uf  General  Putnam,  en- 
camped at  Brooklyn  in  a  part  cf  tlie  island  irsi.lf  winch  torms  n  sort  of  peninsu- 
la. He  liad  strongly  forrin-vj  ti  -^  ^'i,* '-r'n^"  of  it  v,  !(ii  n.'-^-it-^  and  intrencliments ; 
his  left  wing  rcsteri  l.;p■-^•)  the  I''--'/,;;,,;/;  H;,y,  ;,;-d  }^i^  ^!;•ht  was  covered  by  a 
marsh  contiguous  lo  GotcTmy  Ccfcf.  l]'>hi\v.i  hnn  lie  had  Governor's  Island, 
and  the  arm  of  the  sea  which  separa'.es  Long  I.->!and  iVom  the  Island  of  New- 
York,  and  which  gave  hlra  a  direct  coirira!.uiie:(:ion  wuh  the  city,  where  tlie 
other  part  of  the  army  was  statijiied  under  Vv'a -bin 2-ton  himself.  The  com- 
mander-in-chief, perceiving  the  baulc  was  aj  jiroaeiniiL'',  continually  exhoricd  his 
men  to  keep  their  ranks,  and  sutniiK  n  all  their  cui;r:ige  :  he  reminded  them  tliat 
in  their  valor  rested  the  only  hope  that  rvmuiued  to  American  liberty ;  that  upon 
their  resistance  depended  the  prei^ervaf lori  or  the  piilnt::e  of  t!>cir  property  by  bar- 
barians; that  tlipy  were  about  t.>  'T-nihiU  in  deleiicc  of  ihrir  parents,  their  wives, 
and  their  childixn,  fr-rn  the  ontr.'.i:' of  a  !iC'i:iicuTs  soldiery;  that  the  eyes  of 
America  were  fixrd  upon  her  chatuf-ions,  anii  cX!>ecicti  ironi  their  success  on  tliis 
day  either  safety  or  total  destruction."' 

The  English  having  etlVcted  ihesr  landii^g,  march,  d  raplldly  forward.  Tlie 
two  armies  were  separated  by  a  ch;\in  r.f  hilh,  cover<.d  wiili  woods,  called  tlie 
heights,  and  which,  running  froin  v.-est  (o  '''^sf,  divi'.le  th<=>  island  into  two  parts. 
They  are  only  practicable  upon  tiir^  e  [)oir.ts;  or;c  of  which  is  nrar  the  Narrows, 
the  road  leading  to  that  of  the  c<  r;:re  i>a'^>^rs  tl^e  vilhii^*^  Platl-vsh.  and  thf^  third 
is  approached,  far  to  O.v't  ri.;i.',  l-y  li-.--  r^uie  of  auodii  r  vii'age  caiivd  f'iai^'inas. 
Upon  the  summit  of  the  hilU  is  f  ii.':J  a  ro  id.  \\  iii.-h  f  illows  the  l-Miirth  of  the 
range,  and  leads  from  P.flfjrd  to  ./  •■;  :^  •  wi.i.  h  i-r  i:  '-  rsr'cir,;  by  the  two  roads 
lest  described  :  these  v.-ay.?  are  ail  imerruj-ted  by  precipices,  and  by  eictssively 
difiicult  and  narrov.-  dctilrs. 

The  American  general,  wishing  arrf'si  the  enemy  upon  thr<?e  heiglus,  had 
carefully  furnished  them  with  tro  .jis;  sn  that,  if  all  Vi-mI  d-'tse  their  duty,  the  En- 
glish wouM  not  have  been  able  to  {:kv  th-  pas-ri-.^-s  u-itlv  in  extreme  difficulty 
and  danger.  The  posts  were  so  fi-;q'ient  n;  on  tin.-  r  a  1  iVi'ni  Bedford  to  Jamaica, 
that  it  v/as  easy  to  transmit,  fr  -m  one  .  f  {'■■cs'-  p  ■  -'s  to  the  other,  the  mo«l 
prompt  intelligence  nf  v,'h  .t  p  s^'d  upon  the  ihrer-  r-'Utrs.  Colonel  Miles,  with 
his  battalion,  vv-as  to  piur  i  th--  r.-.'d  of  I'hithsnd,  imi  to  scour  it  continually  with 
his  scouts,  as  well  as  that  ot  Jamaica,  in  oid'-r  to  rvcnnnoitre  the  movenienis  of 
the  enemy.    Meanwhile  the  Dntisik  army  pr' forward,  its  left  wing  beisig  to 
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tlie  north  and  its  ri^ht  to  the  south;  the  village  of  Flatbush  was  found  in  its 
centre.  The  Hessians,  comniandod  by  General  Heister,  formed  the  main  body  ; 
the  English,  under  Major-general  Grant,  the  left ;  and  other  corps,  conducted  by 
General  Clinton,  and  the  two  lords,  Percy  and  Cornwaliis,  composed  the  riglit; 
In  this  v/ing  the  British  generals  had  placed  their  principal  hope  of  success  ; 
they  directed  it  upon  Fiafland.  Their  j->lnn  was,  that  while  the  corps  of  General 
Grant,  and  the  Hessians  of  General  Heister,  should  disquiet  the  enemy  upon  the 
two  first  defiles,  the  left  wing,  taking  a  circuit,  should  march  through  Flatland, 
and  endeavor  to  seize  the  point  of  intersection  of  this  road  with  that  of  Jamaica  ; 
and  then  rapidly  desceuiliii  j;  into  tiieplaiii  which  extends  at  the  foot  of  tlie  heights 
upon  tlie  other  side,  should  thll  anon  the  Americans  in  flank  and  rear.  The  En- 
glish Iv'iped,  tl)ai  as  tiiis  }y,.st  was  the  most  distant  from  tlie  centre  of  the  army, 
the  advancL'd  guards  would  be  tbumi  more  feeble  there,  and  perhaps  more  nt  £:li- 
gent :  finally,  tiiey  calculated  that,  in  all  events,  the  Americans  would  not  be 
able  to  defend  it  againsi  a  fjrce  so  superior.  This  right  v/ing  of  the  English 
was  tiie  most  numerous,  and  entirely  eonifioscd  of  select  troops. 

The  evening  of  the  twenty- si xih  of  August,  General  Clinton  commanded  the 
vanguard,  v/hich  consisted  in  l!:-;ht  infantry  ;  Lord  Percy  the  centre,  where  were 
found  the  grenadiers,  the  artillery,  and  the  cavalry  ;  and  Cornwaliis,- the  rear- 
guard, followed  by  the  basrgage,  sonse  regiments  of  infantry  and  of  heavy  artil- 
lery; all  this  part  of  the  Enn;llsh  army  put  itself  in  motion  with  admirable  order 
and  silence,  and  leaving  Flatland,  traversed  the  country  called  New  Lots.  Co- 
lonel Miles,  who  this  night  perfomed  his  st^-vice  with  little  exactness,  did  not  per- 
ceive the  approach  of  the  enemy  ;  so  that  two  hours  before  day  the  English  were 
already  arrived  within  a  half  mile  of  the  road  to  Jamaica,  upon  the  heights. 
Then  Gieneral  Clinton  halted,  and  prepared  himself  for  the  attack.  He  had  met 
one  of  the  enemy's  patrols,  and  made  him  prisoner.  General  Sullivan,  who  com- 
manded all  the  troops  in  advance  of  tlie  caii;ip  of  Brooklyn,  had  no  advice  of  v>  hat 
passed  in  this  quarter.  He  ncgh-cted  to  send  out  fresh  scouts;  perhaps  he  sup- 
posed the  English  would  (iirccL  their  principal  ellorts  against  his  right  wing,  as 
being  the  nearest  to  th.era. 

General  Clinton,  learn: ni:  l"rom  hi??  prisoners  that  the  road  to  Jamaica  was  not 
gxiarded,  hastent.<l  to  av,;;!  i  .iiuielf  of  the  circumstance,  and  occupied  it  by  a  rapid 
n'iovement.  Wi'hout  loss  or'  time  he  immediately  bore  to  his  left  towards  Bed- 
ford, and  seized  an  important  defile,  v/hich  the  American  generals  had  left  un- 
guarded. Fron\  t!iis  i  ti;e  success  of  tlie  day  was  decided  in  favor  of  the 
English.  Lord  Pt-rcy  <  up  wiih  his  corps  ;  and  the  entire  column  descended 
by  the  village  of  B' (;i"r-!  '.a.n\  ti  c  heights  inco  the  j-^lain  which  lay  between  the 
hills  and  the  camp  of  ihc  Americans.  During  this  time  General  Grant,  in  order 
to  amuse  the  enemy,  an  i  divert  his  attention  from  the  events  which  toolt  place 
upon  the  route  of  F!  it'.md,  endeavored  to  disquiet  him  upon  his  right:  aecord- 
din^jly,  as  if  he  intended  to  tbrce  the  defile  which  led  to  it,  he  had  put  himself  in 
nioiiun  about  midni-hi.  and  had  attacked  the  militia  of  Ncw-Yoik  and  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  guariied  it.  They  at  first  gave  ground  ;  but  General  Parsons  be- 
ing arrived,  and  having  occupied  an  eminence,  he  renewed  thecornbat,  anci  main- 
taine<i  his  position  till  Ihi-adier-general  Lovd  Stirling  came  to  his  assistance 
•with  fii'tcen  liundud  im  n.  Th<>  action  became  extremely  animated,  and  fortune 
favored  neither  the  on-:  .siJe  nor  the  other.  The  Hessians,  on  their  part,  had  at- 
tacked tlie  centre  at  break  of  dny ;  and  the  Americans,  commanded  hy'Generai 
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SuUivan  in  person,  valiantly  sust.iined  their  elTocts.  At  the  same  time  the  En- 
glish ships,  after  having  niacie  several  movements,  opened  a  very  brisk  cannonade 
against  a  battery  established  in  the  Utile  island  of  Red  Hook,  upon  the  right  flank 
of  the  Americans,  who  combated  against  Goneral  Grant.  This  also  was  a  diver- 
sion, the  object  of  which  was  to  prevent  them  from  attending  to  what  passed  in  the 
centre  and  on  the  left.  The  Americans  dcfondud  themselves,  however,  with  ex- 
treme gallantry,  igworant  that  so  much  valor  was  txt;rtcd  in  vain,  since  victory 
was  already  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  General  Clinton  being  descended  into 
the  plain,  fell  upon  the  left  tlank  of  the  centre,  which  was  engaged  with  the  Hes- 
sians. He  had  previously  dt'ached  a  small  corps,  in  order  to  intercept  the  Ame- 
ricans. 

As  soon  as  the  appearance  of  tlic  Englisl-,  ii  irht  infantry  apprized  them  of  their 
danger,  they  sounded  the  retreat,  and  rj.urci  in  good  order  towards  their  camp, 
bringing  off  their  artillery.  But  they  soon  i.  !!  in  With  the  party  of  royal  troops 
which  had  occupied  the  ground  on  th-  i--  rt::ir,  and  who  now  cJiargcd  them  with 
fury;  they  were  compelled  to  thro  v.-  t'luai.vl  ve.s  into  the  neighboring  woods, 
where  th'^y  met  again  with  the  IT.  s^i.M;-;^  wiiu  repulsed  thv:,!  wi:':-,.  iho  English; 
and  thus  the  AmcilCaiis  were  driven  CL-vtud  times  by  the  one  agiiins;  the  other 
with  great  loss.  They  continued  for  soTiC  tunc  in  thi^-  desperate  situation,  till 
at  length  several  regimente,  animated  by  an  heroic  val-jr,  oj»ened  their  way 
through  the  midst  of  the  enemy,  and  gain*.*!  tbe  carn[i  of  General  Putnam  ;  others 
escaped  through  the  v/oods.  Tiie  iricqaa!liy  uf  the  ground,  the  great  numbers  of 
positions  which  it  oflered,  and  tlic  disorder  which  prevailed  throughout  the  line, 
v/ere  the  cause  that  for  several  hours  divers  partial  comb..ts  were  maintained,  in 
which  many  of  tlie  Americans  u  il. 

Their  left  wing  and  cent^re  being  discoiaritrtJ,  tiie  Englisii,  desirous  of  a  com- 
plete victory,  made  a  rapid  movem<mt  against  the  rear  vi  ilie  ri^lit  wing,  which, 
in  ignorance  of  the  misfortune  whicli  had  bcCilicn  the  other  corps,  was  engaged 
with  General  Grant.  Fitudly,  having  received  the  intelligence,  they  retired. 
But,  encountering  the  English,  who  cut  utT  their  retreat,  a  part  of  the  soldiers  took 
shelter  in  the  woods  ;  others  endeavored  to  make  their  v/ay  through  the  marshes 
of  Gowan's  Gove;  but  here  many  wore  drov,-nttj  in  the  v.'otors  or  perished  in 
the  mud  ;  a  very  small  number  only  es.  /.;,r  i  i;,e  h';t  pursuit  uf  tlie  victors,  and 
reachal  tlie  camp  in  satety.  Tiie  toiai  loss  >^>(  the  Arii'.ricans,  in  this  battle,  was 
estimated  at  more  than  three  thousan'!  'iien  m  kilhd,  woM'idod.  and  prisoners. 
Among  the  last  were  found  (icn'-rai  S.di' \ .i!:,  an.i  Hrigadier-general  Lord  Stir- 
ling. Almost  the  entire  n  :inunt  of  Muryi  u.d,  i-MH>lstijjg  (  f  young  nien  of  the 
best  families  in  'hat  province,  v/as  eu:  t".  ;  !■  :.  ,<:x  jiic.'  of  cannon  fell  into 
the  power  of  the  victors.  The  loss  uf  the  Er.  ^lish  w.is  vt  ry  ir.cunsiderable ;  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  }"'risunf  rs,  it  did  not  au'.ouia  to  four  ianidri.d  men. 

The  enemy  encamped  in  front  of  t!;e  Arnonciin  iin*  s;  an'i  on  the  succeeding 
night  broke  ground  within  six  Imndred  yard-;  of  a  r-.d,.iiil!t  on  left,  and  threw 
upa  breast-workon  the  WaUabont  Ii'  Il^'m's,  uj>on  th«-  D.  i/i  voice  !arm,  commenced 
firing  on  Fort  Putnam,  and  reconuuiirtvl  the  .Am- :  n  nn  l^>rces.  The  Americans 
were  here  prepared  to  receive  th.ein  :  ;t.'.d  or<h  :s  j  s  >  ^  to  liie  men  to  reserve  their 
fire  till  they  could  see  the  cye^  of  the  eiieiMy.  A  i<  v,'  of  the  British  officers  re- 
connoitrcfl  the  [losition.  and  utie,  on  cinr.n.:  re  tr,  was  shot  by  William  Van 
Colts,  of  Bushwii:k.  The  same  aft<  rnc m '.'apt.isa  llutgers,  brother  of  the  late 
Colonel  Rutgers,  al.?o  tcli.    Several  e-th-  r  i'.ri;ish  tio  ee;  werc  killed,  :;nd  the  co- 
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lamn  which  had  incautiously  advanced,  fell  back  beyond  the  ran2;e  of  the  Ame- 
rican nre.  in  this  critical  state  of  the  American  army  on  Long  Island  ;  in  front 
a  numerous  and  victorious  enemy  with  a  formidable  train  of  ariillcry,  the  fleet 
indicating  an  intention  of  forcing  a  passag;e  up  tlic  East  River;  the  troops  lying 
without  shelter  from  heavy  rains,  {aiigufxi  and  dispirited,  General  Wae-hington 
determined  to  withdraw  the  army  from  the  island;  and  this  dilficuU  movement 
was  effected  with  great  skill  and  jud^ancnt,  and  with  complete  success.  The  re- 
treat was  to  have  commenced  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  29th,  but  a 
strong  north-east  wind  and  a  ra})id  tide  caused  a  delay  of  several  hours;  a  soutii- 
wesl  wind  springing  up  at  eleven,  essentially  facilitated  it  passage  from  the  is- 
land to  tiie  city  ;  and  a  thick  fog  hanging  over  Long  Island  toward  morning, 
concealed  its  movenients  from  t!ie  enomy.  who  were  so  near  that  t!ie  sound  of 
their  pick-axes  and  shovels  were  distinctly  heard  by  the  Americans.  General 
Washington,  as  far  as  possible,  inspected  every  thing  from  the  commencement  of 
the  action  on  the  morning  of  the  CTth;  till  the  troops  were  safely  across  the  river, 
he  never  closed  his  eyes,  ai  d  v,  as  iilmosi  constantly  on  horseback.  After  thss 
th?  British  and  their  allies,  l\.y\,  <■  and  rclu^ct^:,  h  id  pcssession  of  Loug  Is- 
land; and  n'lany  distressing  sceri^s  occurred,  v.  iiicdi  v.ere  never  made  public,  and 
can  therefore  never  be  known.  The  Whigs,  who  had  been  at  all  active  in  behalf 
of  independence,  were  exiied  from  their  homes,  and  th.eir  dwellings  were  objects 
of  indiscriminate  plunder.  Sucli  as  could  be  taken,  were  incarcerated  in  the 
church  of  New  Utrecht  and  t'latlands  ;  while  royalists,  by  wearing  a  red  badge 
in  their  hats,  were  protected  and  encouraged.  It  is  believed  that  had  Lord  Ho  we 
availed  himself  of  the  advantages  he  possessed  by  passing  his  ships  up  the  river 
between  Erooklyii  and  Tsew-York,  the  whole  American  army  must  have  been 
almost  inevitably  captured  or  anniiiilatcd.  General  Washington  saw  but  too 
plainly  the  policy  which  might  liave  been  pursued,  and  wisely  resolved  raciier  to 
abandon  the  island  tiian  attempt  to  retain  it  at  tiie  risk  of  sacrificing  his 
army. 

The  unfortunate  issue  of  the  battle  of  Long  Island  was  doubtless  to  be  as- 
cribed, in  part,  to  the  illness  of  Gt  nera!  Greene,  He  had  superintended  the  erec- 
tion of  the  works,  and  bcconv:  ihuronghly  acquainted  with  the  ground.  In  the 
hope  of  his  recovery,  SVa.~ hi L'ton  deferred  sending  over  a  successor  till  tlie  ur- 
gency of  affairs  made  it  ab:viiut«  !y  necessary  :  and  then  General  Putnam  took 
the  command,  without  any  t.r'-'vious  knov/ledge  of  the  posts  v/hich  had  been 
fonified  beyond  the  lines,  or  of  tiie  places  by  which  the  enemy  could  make  their 
approach;  nor  had  he  tin^e  to  acrpaire  this  knowledge  before  the  action.  The 
consequence  was,  that,  alt/. out; r.  he  was  the  commander  on  the  day  of  tiie  bat- 
tle, he  never  went  b-  yond  the  lines  at  Brooklyn;  and  could  give  no  other  orders 
than  for  sending  out  iro^ips  to  ivieet  the  enemy  at  different  points.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  letter  to  congress,  describing  the  events  of  the  day,  by  Colonel  Harri- 
son, secretary  to  the  commander-in-chief. 

IS'ew-York,  8  o'clock  P.  M; 

27  Aug.  1776. 

Sir: 

I  this  minute  returned  from  cur  lines  on  Long  Island,  where  I  left  his 
ExcelU-ncy  ihe  Gt  u'.ral.  From  him  1  have  it  in  command  to  inform  congress, 
that  yesterday  he  w.-nt  there,  and  continued  till  evening,  when,  from,  the  enemy's 
having  laa  ltd  a  cor.a.J'.r  :ble  part  of  their  forces,  and  from  many  of  their  move- 
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ments,  tliere  v.-as  rcnron  to  apprclK-nd  they  wonld  ir.ake  in  a  little  time  a  general 
attack.  As  they  would  have  a  wood  to  pass  throuirh  before  liicy  could  approach 
the  lines,  it  was  thought  expedient  to  niacc  a  number  of  nica  tliere  on  the  ditlcr- 
eni  roads  leading  from  where  they  were  j-laiioned,  in  oider  to  harass  and  an- 
noy them  in  their  march.  This  beii-.g  (hinc.  <  arly  this  morning  a  smart  engage- 
ment ensued  between  the  enemy  and  our  drtachments,  which,  lacing  unequal  to 
the  force  they  had  to  contend  witli,  have  sustained  a  considerable  loss  ;  at  least 
many  of  our  men  are  missing.  Anioni':  tiiose  that  have  not  relumed  are  Ge- 
neral Sullivan  and  Lord  Stirling.  The  enemy's  loss  is  not  known  certainly; 
but  we  are  told  by  such  of  our  trcopis  as  w*;ie  intlie  engagcaieni, and  havecomc 
in,  that  they  had  many  killed  and  woutiticd.  Our  j^arty  brought  ofT  a  lieute- 
nant, sergeant,  and  eorporal,  with  twenty  J>rivates,  prisoners. 

While  these  detachments  were  euL-aLaii,  a  column  of  the  enemy  descended 
from  the  woods,  and  marched  toward^'  the  ecntrc  of  our  lines  with  a  design  to 
make  an  impression,  but  were  re[Mi]^>;d.  Tins  evening  they  appeared  very  nu- 
merous about  the  skirts  of  ihc  v/oxi  u   tla^y  have  j^tclicd  .^i^cveral  tents; 

1.'..-:  Excellenoy  !•-:!;!.-:■-:     i':;  .1;      y  lo  ai:ack  m.  i  f..icv-  \\c  froiu  our 

lines  by  way  ot'  rtguh-.r  approLi'-a.-.^,  r.  ■:,  .r  i;,.",:  in  any  uthcr  mamier.  To-day 
five  ships  of  the  line  came  up  luwar-i^  ti  town,  Vi  acre  tla-y  seemed  desirous  of 
getting,  as  they  turned  a  h.'iig  time  agaiia^t  an  tuifavorabie  wind;  and,  on  my 
return  this  evening,  I  fo;uui  a  dt  S'.  rit  r  iVwa't  the  iwi-ntythird  regiment,  who  in- 
formed nie  thut  tiicy  des^ign,  as  soon  a^  the  wiiid  will  jicrniit  liiem  to  ceme  up, 
to  give  us  a  severe  cannon.ide,  and  to  .sih  nee  our  b.ntieries  if  possible.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  in  great  haste,  Sir,  y(.»ur  luubi  obedient. 

Roi:i:aT  11.  Harrison. 

As  the  two  Generals,  who  comn^andal  in  t)ic  en;:agrmf  nt,  were  tiiken  prison- 
ers, no  detailed  otllcial  account  of  the  aot du  \v;>..  t  '.  er  rt  !~orkd  to  the  Coiumand- 
er-in-chief.  The  follov/ing  lettt-r  from  l^ord  Stirling,  a.iid  extracts  fioni  Ge- 
neral Sullivan's,  contain  a  few  p  iru'-ulars  not  hiilu  rto  publish-.d.  Lord  Stu-lin^ 
was  a  prisoner  on  board  Lord  Howe's  ship  v.-];cn  he  wiote. 

Lord  Siirlini:  to  Gcnt'ui  Wr'.-hin'^t'>)i. 

Eagle,  ?!}  August,  177G. 

My  Dear  General, 

I  have  nov/  (n-portunity  of  Infbriain::  you  of  what  has  liappencd  to  me 
since  I  had  the  i.k;<<uvu  of  seeing  you.  A'-u:?  three  o'ch".  k  in  the  morning  of 
the  27th,  I  was  c.diMi  n]>,  ai,.]  ihi''nar,i  '.y  G-r-ral  ru'nanithat  the  enemy 
were  advancing  by  the  road  freni  I'i  i'Ma>:!  *o  \\,<\  Li^i^^  and  lie  ordered  mo 
to  march  with  the  twc  reu'ins-  nt*  n-'ar*  -t  at  iiand  t«»  mc  t  \\.'-n\.  These  happen- 
ed to  be  Haslet's  and  Siuaii v.-uud  s,  whi  -!'.  I  ao.-.'iiui. -ly  marched,  and  was 
on  the  road  to  the  iS'arrov/s  just,  as  dayii.;!ii  le.,-an  lo  a})j>eur.  We  pro- 
ceeded to  within  abcjut  half  a  nnh:  ff  the  il>  i  LiJii,  aud  there  met  Colo.iel  At- 
lee  with  his  regiment,  who  infoiiui  d  nsi;  that  tiaj  enemy  wt  re  in  sight;  indeed,  I 
then  saw  their  front  l-etween  us  a^d  th..  ]\.:\  l..;'^p.  1  .kvired  Colonel  Atlee  to 
place  Ids  regiment  on  the  left  uf  ih'-  r..>ai.i,  oiui  t^.  v.  aji  iiieir  coming  \ip  ;  while  I 
v/ent  to  form  the  two  re-mtej.t.s  1  h;id  le'.-uei.t  wi'.h  uie  along  a  ridge  front  the 
road  uji  to  a  piece  of  wood  uu  the  iu['  uf  the  hill.  This  was  done  instantly  oa 
very  advaP.tag^.o\^b  groii-ai. 
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Our  opponents  advanced,  and  were  fired  upon  in  the  road  by  Atlee's  re^ri- 
ment,  who,  after  two  or  three  rounds,  retreated  to  the  wood  on  my  left,  and  there 
formed.  By  this  time  Kichline's  ritlemen  arrived;  part  of  tiiem  I  placed  aloiiz 
a  hedge  under  the  front  of  the  lull,  and  the  rest  in  the  front  of  the  wood.  Tlio 
troops  opposed  to  me  were  two  bri;^Miles  of  four  regiments  each,  under  the  coia- 
mand  of  General  Grant ;  wlio  advance*' their  liaht  troops  to  within  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  yards  of  our  right  front,  and  took  possession  of  an  orchard  there, 
and  some  hedges,  which  extended  towards  our  left.  This  brought  on  an  ex- 
change of  fire  between  those  troops  and  our  riflemen,  wiiich  continued  for  abrui' 
two  hours,  and  then  ceased  by  d.osc  light  troops  retiring  to  their  main  body.  In 
the  mean  time  Captain  Carpenter  In'oughi  up  two  field-pieces,  which  w-ire  plac- 
ed on  the  side  of  the  lull  so  as  to  cninuiand  the  road  and  tlie  only  apjTroael.  ti^r 
some  fiundred  yards.  On  th.'-'  part  of  General  Grant  th.ere  were  two  fielL:-]  lc'>  s. 
One  howlt-'cr  advanced  to  within  tlirce  hundred  yards  of  the  front  of  o'.ir  ri;  t-.i, 
and  a  like  det.'icluneiit  of  artillery  to  the  front  of  our  leu.  On  a  rising  giou.id 
at  about  six  luiii  ired  yaids'  di>:;mcc,  one  of  their  brigades  formed  in  two  lui'^s 
opposite  to  our  rlgh,:,  and  the  vih-^r  e.xiendtd  in  one  line  to  the  top  of  ilic  laW^, 
in  tlie  from  of  on.-  left. 

In  this  position  we  stood  can.noiiading  each  other  till  near  eleven  o'clock;  when  I 
found  tliat  General  Hov/e,  wiili  the  main  body  of  the  army,  was  between  me 
and  our  lines;  ami  I  saw  that  tin-  only  chance  of  escaping  being  all  made  pri- 
soners, was,  to  pass  tlie  creek  near  the  Vclloic  .Mills  :  and,  m  order  to  render  tiris 
the  more  practicable,  I  t'lamd  it  absoluti  ly  necessary  to  attack  the  body  of  troops 
commanded  by  Lord  CorPiV/aHi-;,  posr^d  at  the  liouse  near  the  Upper  ]>ili!ls. 
This  1  instanily  did,  with  abfut  h.ih*  of  Smalhvood's  regiment;  first  order- 
ing all  other  troops  to  make  the  best  of  thtir  way  tlirough  the  creek.  "VYe  con- 
tinued the  attack  for  a  considerable  time,  tlie  men  liaving  been  rallied,  and  ilie 
attack  renev.-ed,  five  or  shx  se^'eral  tiuu  s:  and  we  were  on  the  point  of  driving 
Lord  Cornwaliis  from  his  station  :  but  large  reinforcements  arriving,  rendered  it 
impossible  to  do  more  than  provide  f  )r  safety.  I  endeavored  to  get  in  betv/een 
that  house  and  Fort  Box  ;  but,  on  attempting  it,  I  found  a  considerable  body  of 
troops  in  my  front,  and  s-'ver.il  ii^  pursuit  of  me  on  the  right  and  let't,  and  a 
consiant  firir.?  on  me.  I  inii:;- duifdy  tu.rned  the  point  of  a  hill,  which  covered 
me  from  their  fire,  and  w.ts  s  mui  uut  of  the  reach  of  niy  pursuers.  I  fjund  that 
it  would  be  in  vain  to  atr-miit  to  make  my  escape,  and  therefore  went  to  suri.;n- 
dcr  myself  to  General  de  IL  i-ter,  commander-in-chief  of  the  Hessians. 

Wm.  Sti:il:ng. 
Gdieri::  S:  '':von-  to  (he  President  of  Congress. 

Wintemarsh,  '2^  Octub-.r,  1777. 

I?  know  ii  ]i:'?b'  'n  ccnerally  reported  that  I  commanded  on  Lor.g  Island 
when  the  a.*tl.v,-i  !;  ■-;  ■  r.  d  tliore.  This  is  by  no  n:ieans  true.  General  Put.uam 
had  i.tkoii  the  c.  MM  i  fntui  mc  four  days  before  the  action.  Lord  burling 
comnianti«-d  tli-.-  :.!s  i.xiy  without  the  lines.  .1  was  to  have  commmar.dcd 
undrr  (.i'Ui.T-ii  T'l'ii  uii  Within  tlie  lines.  I  v/as  uno-isy  about  a  road,  ih.rougii 
which  I  h  -i  o;".'  !.  fir.  'oid  that  the  enemy  would  come,  but  could  not  per- 
suade oih'  rs  t.i  I't;  ii!  Kiy  opinion.  I  went  to  the  hill  near  Flatbusli  to  recon- 
noitre, and  wuh  piidci  t  oi  tnur  hundred  men  was  surronnded  by  the  enciir,-,  v\  ' 
had  advanced  vy  lii'.;     r/  mad  I  iiad  for-jtold,  and  wlu'ch  I  had  jKiid  liers: ; 


-  ,  ■,  vrfi,  ■  ,.1  ,  ■::/l|„i   ,  v^t,  i,;/:;)   .  •  -i*-; 
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fiuy  d'-Uars  for  patrolling  by  nighi  wliile  I  had  the  command,  as  I  had  no  foot 
for  the  purpose. 

Yv'hat  resistance  I  made  v.'ith  these  four  hunditd  men  against  the  Rrilisli 
army,  I  leave  to  the  oiTIcers  v.  ho  were  with  me  to  dcchue.  h'^i  it  s^ufficc  for  ine 
to  say,  that  the  oppo-sition  uf  tiie  aiwdli  party  lusicd  i'v^nn  half  past  nine  to  twelve 
o'clock. 

Tlie  reason  of  so  few  troops  boiii^  on  Long  Inland,  was  because  it  was  ge- 
nerally supposed  that  the  euciny's  landing  there  was  a  feint  to  draw  our  troops 
thither,  that  they  might  th--;  more  easily  jfis^ess  themselves  of  !Xew-York.  I  of- 
ten urged,  both  by  v/ord  and  writiiig,  tii 'l,  a.-,  the  enemy  had  doubtless  both  these 
objects  in  view,  they  would  first  try  f  Le>u2:  Island,  which  commanded  the 
other;  and  then  Xew-York,  whioli  was  euijipletoly  commanded  by  it,  would  fall 
of  course.  But  in  tlus  I  was  unhat;py  eiiough  to  ditier  from  almost  every  officer 
in  the  army  till  the  event  proved  my  conjcctuies  were  just. 


No.  XI. 


Of  Cc 


Tnss  eminent  martyr  to  Am,cric:ai  libeity  wa^:  the  son  of  r>eacon  Richard 
Hale  of  Coventry,  Connecticut,  wh-aa-  he  was  I'orn  Jane  0,  175.') ;  aial  graduated 
at  Yah-  College  iu  1773,  j^cssessed  of  geuias,  !a..,,e,  an  i  Ai\hji\  \h:  i  vAy  became 
distinguisii--:d  as  a  scliular,  and  being  eniinu .  1  in  an  tiai,!' iit  di  grce  with  those 
gifts  and  graces  v.diich  always  add  a  le-w  elianii  t'«  y^-uthfu!  excellence,  he  gained 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  ail  that  knevv  him.  IJ'.ing  a  jnitrioi  from  principle, 
and  enthusiastic  in  a  cause  wliich  appealed  <  (faaily  Loins  sense  of  justice  and  his 


:  frst  lu  I^e  U] 

jcen  iP>\ad>.d  by  ti-  hie>tile  force, 
'■.denniniid  rcsiUnncc  or  /;v 
as  short,  but  evi-ntful-    hs  i' 
•iduy  and  cruelty.    Il's  <::•>*: 'm 
.  and  in  soa!i:  resi 


1  v.- ere  yciun. 

':.:un:rv  ;  a;i' 


love  of  liberty,  lie  v.-as  amoi 
wh.ose  soil  had 
alternative  of 
Captain  Hale  ' 
stances  of  imrt 
of  -Major  Andi 
identioah  B..t 
the  other  for  hi- 

news  ot"  the  baitle  of  Le\iri.;i<;Mi  rou 
the  tented  f.eld.    Before  am ;-:n-  at  t 
sion  was  tendered  hun.  an^;  iie  -i^'Mi 
army;  where  iils  a^rtivay,  l-^xI,  asid 
Tlie  com.pany  und -r  l'..s  e.M.nir^an  1,  \> 
a  system  of  discipline  Ij'  ijie  unkii' 
beneM.-iai   results.     He   cnt.  c  d 
com.niandvd  by  Colonel  Kim'.v!li>; 
retreat  tVom  Lor.g  Islaiei,  ir.  An: 
ill  the  lily  of  NeW-Yu'.-'c.  and  al't^ 
came  a  matter  i'f  ih  -  -j'tii    :  ;  n  -a  t 
to  aso  rt  lin  tiic  nu  nericii  f 
that  knowledge  dep-  n^ied  u 
tloU  uL-j.    A  COUn  ::i  .  f  c'i 


irms  in  d;  faice  uf  his  country, 
.d  us  eiu/.ens  subjected  to  the 
^ahini^sivfi.     The  life  of 
;  liOii  we. s  undi  r  rare  circimi- 
1><  tai  de.  med  r-ara!lel  \\  iih  that 
as  u  V.MS  so—rhe-  jiuiurc  of  the  service  was 
lucaied,  -ird;  ni  and  brave  ;  on-^  for  his  king, 
[\  a  victim  iotii''  r;  -'a-  of  nid.itary  law.  The 
■  td  ius  I.,  ai;  d  .>p!rit,  ar.J  suiinm.n'd  him  to 
cf  tv.-<  i.-.y-'  nr.  a  --.ai. Iain's  commis- 
aa  t.;X.',^  m  eal.-a-  in  the  c.eiriiiental 
p.itree.  in,  ■    -.iin'  .!  u,ii\(  r^a!  aj-probation. 
u-::ctpatin.g  in  the  -  une  sinri!,  snbmitted  to 
iwn  tu  thi  .uniy  ;  a,,  i  w  lii.:h  produced  very 
;  m  th;   li-ii:   infiiitry  regiment 
d.,  e.i:  !  wa?  witii  the  arm_)-  on  its 
d'i;    American  forces  took  refuge 
la'  ;;    .       at  llarlaom  ;  and  it  be- 
t>iiie.-  in  ti.  ■     le;  e.  ^  f 'die  cemmander-in-chief, 
i  Con:-'  ■  ;  ■  raiions  of  the  encn::y;  for  on 

;y  in'  liic  .\:,.e.:'  .a  e,i-;iiy,  andi  perliaps  tlie  na- 
.M-  as-,.  !n  je'J,  and  re^ulteil  in  a  determwialiorr 


.s  a 
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to  send  some  one  competent  to  the  task  into  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  camp,  and 
Colonel  Knov.  lton  was  charged  v.-iiii  the  sclectiini  of  an  individual  to  pcrf vm 
the  dt^licate  and  hazardous  service.  On  being  informed  of  the  views  and  v,-i  ^!...s 
of  Washington,  Hale,  without  hesitation,  volunteered  his  services,  saying  tliat  ne 
did  not  accept  a  commission  for  fame  alone;  that  he  iiad  been  some  time  in  the 
army  without  being  able  thus  far  to  render  any  signal  aid  to  his  country  ;  and 
that  he  now  felt  impelled,  by  high  considerations  of  duty,  to  peril  Ins  life  in  a 
cause  of  so  vital  importance  when  an  oppoi  tunity  presented  itself  of  bein  ir  use- 
ful. The  arguments  of  his  friends  v/cre  unavailing  to  dissuade  him  from 
the  undertaking;  and  having  di.-<guiscd  himself  as  v.-cU  as  he  could,  he  left 
his  quarters  at  Harlaem  Hci^h's,  and  having  an  order  from  the  comnnniJcr-in- 
chief  to  all  the  American  arrncti  vcss'ds  to  convey  him  to  any  point  which  ho 
should  designate,  he  was  ennbh-d  to  cross  the  Somu]  froin  Fairlidd  to  L^jng 
Island,  andarrivcd  atlluniin-ton  a!)-:.iU  the  middle  of  S.  ptimibcr,  177G.  Vriicn  he 
reach.ed  Brooklyn,  the  British  army  h:'d  tak<m  possession  of  New- York.  Ke 
examined  v,'i;.;:  the  utiivisi  vMuFiou  I'.c  f;rLihcation.s  of  tiic  enemy,  and  ascenair.cd 
fis  far  as  pos.- i'^h'.  t;:cir  r.n'.'.h..  ;•,  p<i--i?i,in,  and  fiuurc  iiiitniioiis  ;  and  having  sntis- 
fictorily  accom|»Ush-cd  ihc  uoj-  s  t.f  Wi^  mission,  he  again  reached  Hunting-.on 
for  the  purpose  of  re-crossing  th.c  Sound.  While  v/aiting  for  a  passage,  a  boat 
came  on  shore,  v.'hich  he  at  first  sopj'osed  to  be  from  Connecticut,  but  proved  lo 
be  from  a  British  vessel,  the  C<  rbcrus,  lying  in  tlie  Sound;  and  on  board  ihia 
boat,  it  is  said,  was  a  relative  of  Cap. t.  ilaie,  a  Tory  refugee,  who  recognized  and 
betrayed  him.  He  had  assunn.d  a  cdiaracier  wdiich  did  belong  to  him.  that  of 
pretending  to  be  what  he  was  not.  That  he  Avas  a  spy,  could  no  longer  be  con- 
cealed, and  he  was  immediately  sent  to  General  Howe  at  New-York.  Here  t!ic 
parallel  between       case  and  tliat  r-f  ceasrs.    The  latter  was  allowed 

time  and  an  impartial  trial  before  o^ica  s  of  honorable  rank  and  character,  and 
his  last  moments  were  soothed  by  t^  no., mess  and  sympathy.  Not  so  with  the 
former;  he  w-as  delivered  into  tlio  posy  ssion  of  the  infamous  provost-martial, 
Canninc'ham,  and  ordered  immcdaaojly  for  execution,  without  even  the  formality 
of  a  trial.  The  order  was  porfurnn  d  in  a  brutal  manner  on  the  twenty-first  of 
September,  177G,  and  his  h.i.ly  v.  as  L.nried  on  tiiC  spotwdicre  he  breathed  his  last. 
He  was  indeed,  pcvmiti-.l  to  eon-C'^rate  a  few  previous  moments  in  writing  to  liis 
family;  but  as  soon  as  the  v.ork  of  death  was  done,  even  this  testimony  of  aii-:- 
tion  and  patriot i-m  was  .ic-ivoy-d,  assignmg  as  the  cause, thai  thenhds  sh-.-f-d 
never  know  they  hdd  n  t  'ici?-  arviy  xcho  could  die  u-iihsuch  firinnas."  In 

this  trying  hour  the  r.s,  of  a  billo  and  the  attendance  of  a  minister,  w  hich  lio  de- 
sired wer°  also  d.::ii-,  i  him.  Tluis  unknown  to  those  around  him,  with  no  i.ye 
to  pity,  or  a  voice  n  -  j  laiUii-  i-  r  consolation,  fell  one  of  the  most  noble  arid  amiable 
youths' which  Am-a-isa  c.>i:M  ijoast ;  with  this  his  dying  observation,  he 
cnhi  lai:i:nl^.il  h>:  h<-d  i /  'Je  to  lose  for  his  conntrij:'  Tliou__h  the  marniOr  of 
hls'exrcuiion  wl!l  i>  ■  .  '  h  'ri^  l^y  every  friend  of  humanity,  y  there  cannot  be 
a  qocsti-n  but  t!:ai  il.<-  si  ai-ra'c  of  death,  was  conformable  to  the  practice  of  ail 
civili?.'  d  natii It  i  ,  l.ov/cver,  but  common  justice  lo  the  character  of  Cnptain 
to  ^t.;te,  vu^'  h:s  no iiive 3  (br  engaging  in  this  service  were  cntin  ly  diheron: 
from  those  v.-l.i  '■<■  'in-  s  intluenco  others  in  like  cases.    Neither  expecto.t..  a 

of  proinoia-ai  or  y-  'O:.  -.y  r.  -.vard  induced  ihc'atlempt.  A  high  sense  of  public 
duty,  and  a  hop.' 01  1  -a  :  m  tiu^  way  useful  to  hi,  ooa!:'.ry,  and  the  opud  n 
which  he  had    ^  a  '<-■'-'  ^'--^  '^i^^J      service  becan;c  h'UiL.rable  by  being  e.-- 
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-cessary,  were  the  motives  which  prompted  him  to  this  hazardous,  and,  to  him, 
fatal  enterprise.  To  see  such  an  one,  in  the  bluoir!  of  youth,  influnaced  by  the 
purest  intentions,  and  emulous  of  doing  good  to  his  beloved  country,  fall  a  victim 
to  the  policy  of  nations,  must  have  been  wounding  even  lo  the  feelings  of  his 
eneniies. 

Among  other  causes  of  distress  in  I'/Tu,  the  want  of  provisions  and  clothing 
was  severely  felt  by  the  American  army.  Just  previous  to  the  battle  of  Long 
Island  it  was  ascertained  thai  an  Eni^lisk  sloops  with  supplies  of  these  essential 
articles,  had  arrived  in  the  East  River,  and  lay  there  under  the  protection  of  the 
ship  Asia,  of  ninety  guns.  Captain  Hale  conceived  the  bold  project  of  capturing 
this  sloop,  and  bringing  her  into  the  port  of  N-,'.v-York,  and  found  a  sufficient 
number  of  bold  hearts  and  stout  hands  to  m;ike  the  attempt.  At  an  hour  con- 
certed they  passed  in  a  boat  to  a  point  of  land  nearest  the  sloop,  where  they  lay 
till  tlie  moon  was  dov/n  ;  anJ  vrlien  all  was  qui- 1,  except  the  voice  of  the  watch- 
man on  the  quarter-deck  of  tiie  Asia,  they  jiul!'  d  for  the  sloop,  and  in  a  few  mi~ 
nutes  were  on  board.  She  became  their  prize,  and  the  goods  were  distributed  to 
those  wiio  needed  thera  in  our  army. 

The  father  of  Captain  Hale  was  born  September  38.  1717,  and  died  June  h 
180-2  ;  having  been  a  magistrate  many  y«  ars,  and  several  times  a  representative 
from  Coventry  to  tlie  state  legislature.  He  had  tv/clve  cluldren.  John  Hale, 
one  of  his  sons,  held  the  conimission  of  major  in  the  militia  of  Connecticut,  and 
was  frequently  a  representative  in  the  asicnil'ly.  He  died  December  18,  1803. 
JDavid  Hale,  another  son,  was  for  sonie  years  a  jmige  of  the  county  court;  and 
the  Rev.  Enoch  Hale  of  Westhampton  ISIassarliusetts,  another  son,  was  a  per- 
son of  extraordinary  abilities,  and  lield  in  liigli  estimation  by  the  clergymen  of 
New  England. 

A  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Coventry  and  trie  neighboring  towns  was  held 
on  x\v'  -5t]i  of  ZS'ovember,  183G,  at  which  a  society  was  formed  called  the  Hale 
MoNt-MENT  AssociATio.v  ;  for  the  purpose  of  lakiiiiir  measures  to  erect  a  suitable 
memorial  to  the  rnr-mory  of  tin;  subject  of  this  notice.  An  eloquent  address  was 
delivered  on  the  occ  ision,  by  Andrew  T.  Jud E  -q.,  to  whom  we  arc  in- 
debted for  much  of  the  inf  jn^iation  ci^ntaiu'^d  in  this  !)ri.t'mimoir. 

The  foilov.-ing  poetical  tribute  to  the  lann-nied  Hah:  is  from  the  pen  of  the  late 
President  Du'ight: 

"  Thus,  while  fond  virtue  wished  m  vain  to  save, 
Hale,  briirht  and  generous,  tbuud  a  l..q>I';>s  grave; 
With  ^'.u       living  tlame  hi.  U  .-la  _-l..w  d, 
And  ::ciiact  cluu-nied  liirn  to  ht  r  bv.-ct't  ;:uvmJc; 
In  irorth's  fur  p.ah,  advcJUur-'d  fir, 
The  pride  of  peace,  and  risir.-  ^r,:,':  of  war." 

As  yet  no  monument  has  been  erci-rcl,  r,or  hav.  hi--  ashes  ever  been  rei.overed. 
A  select  oomni'ttee  r-f  coniriess,  on  th-'  r.>:h  of  January,  I^.IG,  recommended  an 
apprDrriation  of  onj  thous:ind  ihillars  fr.-m  thr  'aa-'.-^ury  of  tljc  United  States  to- 
war-is  carrying  llie  obj^:;!  uito  ctfoct  ;  but  i:o  aeti^a  \v;:s  ever  had  upon  it  after- 
wards, and  it  is  much  to  be  ilared  -lo  prais: wormy  a  design  will  be  suiiered  to 
sleep,  perhaps  for  ever. 
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No.  XII. 

RicoUcdions  of  Br'jf^l'hin  rjid  yev-Yink  i.i  177^3. 
{Commu/iicated  to  the  E  'i^or  of  the  Xui-rd  J^la'^azintJjij  GcncralJereviiah  Jo!in- 
so;'i.) 

The  enterprising  whale-boat  privateers-r.icn  of  our  cour.try  deserve  our  nciice, 
although  their  aets  of  roHbery  are  eeiisLual)!','.  Capieins  Hyler  and  jNIarrip.er 
of  yew  Brunswick  annoyed  t}ie  Flritisli  troops  so  luueii,  that  an  armed  furce 
v.-as  sent  to  that  place  to  destroy  tii  -ir  boat-.    I'he  o!.^joi:t  was  eil'ected,  b'.;t  t'r.e 


cost  wa<  more  than  it  was  worth.. 


Marriner  eruLs-J 
ships,  at;'.!  levi  jd 
,  He  frnpionily 
the  h'X]>e  of  Tslh 
the  iu.:;-.  .  >T; 


Hyler  an'] 
took  several 
lishin2,'-b:'  uk 
at  nij;ht  fmn 
enca;. ipcd  ivar  the  ]■ 
sie,  trinn  tiie  haiise  t 
tiicir  muskets  standi; 
the  arms,  and.  aurr  j 
l:imiiy  :  took  a  tev.-  o:!:-:r  ar* 
lie  sent  fhe  guard  to  r. ;     t'l^  :. 
Jersey. 

Capt.  Hyler  also  paid  a  vi-^it  t 
Irnown  to  be  rici::  h.is  ni  y  air 
surprised  in  his  Iwns-j  -.t  v.zl  '•  ur. 
and  some  silver  f      i  •   !::d.  oa 


X.  w  hv: 


Loj 


Hi  the  haii,  wuen 
s:in 7,  wi:h  tiie  irua 


s  wei-e  iinriiedi-'teiy  built. 
Harbor  aisd  S;a'r'n  Island,  ITyler 
in  the  Xew-York  ti-^l.erira  n  ..>n  the 
l-ihmd.  lie  took  a  Hessian  ii^.j-r 
.n  a,  at  Ch-'Wanus,  n'hen  liis  soldiei:?  wl:c 
d:  ;v!id  tiiok  a  s.rgeaiu's  guard  at  Ciuiau- 
!•  I'he  gviards  were  at  supper,  and 

iiyler  enter' d  with  his  men.  He  seized 
rd,  he  boi-rov/ed  the  silver  spoons  ior  his 
.11  the  muskets,  au.d  mnde  one  prisoner, 
to  Colonel  Axtell,  and  returned  to  New 


guineas,  \v:  re  0; 
groes.  were  euib 
paisa^e  up  th:j 
guineas.    Tiic  1 
found  the  ba  ,-- 
and  the  colon  i 
were  disapp  ';.r'' 
tlie  rn      of  ■  .  . 
Brunswick,  u  li' 
ted  him  to  rct'i. 


_  L  ap;:.w. 
nine  o'cl'jek 
Halit'.i.x-,  t.»  1 


bo  -a  d  T 
and  t ii'^ 

ship.  W'  ' 
^ver<>  t;;:.  -. 
with  iiij  pi 
the  ship,  s 
Bay,  and  , 
priiod  arJ 


C'oh:>nel  L'^tt  at  Flatlands.  The  colonel  was 
y  air]  !i;s  T'crson  vv'ere  the  objects  desired.  He  v/as 
a;-,d  u.'ceii.  tlis  cupboard  was  searclicdfor  money, 
i.  oa  further  search,  two  bags  supposed  to  contain 
1.  with  the  silver,  the  colonel  and  tv/o  of  h.is  tip- 
t.ikt  !i  to  Xew  Brunswick.  In  tlie  morning,  on  the 
;  <■  ip.fain  and  crew  agreed  to  count  and  divide-  the 
a./d,  wlien.,  to  the  niortification  of  the  crevv,  they 
y  !rdt"-iiennics  belonging  to  the  church  of  PMatlands  ; 
:-ed  that  his  catinea-s  were  safe  at  home.  The  erev.- 
p'rize.  They,  however,  determined  to  m.-ko 
'  I  1,  took  the  colo!\el  and  his  negroes  to  New 
.  '.i"d  him  to  ransom  his  negroes,  and  then  peiVidt- 
wadi.;. 

I  t-vo  buars,  lock  a  corvette  of  twenty  guns,  ab-ut 
'  y  I-.laii  1  Day.  The  ship  lay  at  anchor,  boui.ij  f;r 
The  nicrlit  was  dai-k;  one  of  the  boat-,  \v;:h 
■^"^e  u;i  I'.r  tiie  stern  of  the  ship,  when  the  oi';oer3 
'a'.'l<  in  t!ie  ca!)in,  and  n.o  v.-atch  on  deck".  1  !io  sp-y- 
-  avort,  ani]  re  ported  ;  wlrm  ord.'i  ^  \\aa-e  passed  to 
'd  up  si!ently-the  ship  Luend'-d.  msjantly  (.at  both 
indired.  Tlie  otlieers  were  c..}nrin-  d  in  the  c.d:.in, 
■I. an  orderr-d  the  oilieers  ami  crew  to  be  tidvcn  out  tlie 
i  in  the  whah>bt>ats.  Afterwards  a  few  articles 
d  slse  v.  as  set  un  fire  ;  when  Captain  Hyler  h'fc  h.er, 
M'mswck.  ?^lv  intbrmaut.  oni^ofthc  men  whot'^'rik 
un  of  the  corvette  wept  a<  they  wrro  crossing  tlie. 
"f.<r  p-rmittiinj-  one  <>f  his  Ma;. -sty's  ships  to  b--'  s^rr- 
—d  ta; s     and  he  added.  I '.at  lii-.re  H'erc  ^  lO.UtH » 
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on  boar-  i  the  burning  vessel,  which  C-tptain  Il^'li'r  and  his  crev/  t.k-served  for  their 
galli'.ut enicrpri.se.    The  booty,  liowcvcr,  \v\;s  \oH. 

After  the  notorious  rtt\iL:ee,  Lii'prncolt,  had  IjarbavMisly  n';i.'.ri;ei-t:d  Cnptain 
HuJiy  at  vSaiidy-Iiook,  GoutTul  \V'a.sliii\:non  M'as  very  aiixiiai^  to  liuve  the 
murdorer  secured.  Hl-  had  been  doinand>.d  tVoia  th-:  i-irilivli  ._'tMieru!.  aad  his  sur- 
render rcfus'ni.  Rc;a!iaiion  was  di  cpJ-.d  viju)!!  by  G'Micrad  \Va.>:iiiv,'toa.  Youn^ 
Argiil  was  to  be  the  iniioceiU  vic^ini  to  atone  ibr  the  d-alii  of  Caj.taiii  Hi^i.ldy. 
He  was  saved  by  the  rn<  diati()ii  cf  l',-/  i.iv.~  -'W  rf  Fh-a'ace.  Cap'a-iti  liyl'  r  de- 
tcrniined  lo  take  Lspr-eiicott.  t')n  ii.4Mu-y,  h-'  ti)n.ii,i  that  he  rcsiJcd  in  a  well- 
known  house  in  Broad  S:rcrt,  Xcw-Y. D.-i  NS^-di  and  e^uippijd  like  a  nian- 


ot-war  press-saag,  he  iet\  the  Kili;>  w  itii 
Wha-.had  ab-ait  nine  o"cdock.  H'.-ic  \v  h 
and  ih-'ii  pa53:'d  to  ii-;e  residma'  L;;i;m-! 
l>;)und  he  U"as  ab?ent,  and  ^one  to  a 
obj :••;!  of  his  pari. lit  and  vi-.dt  t"  ih;,  o.ty. 
prt><-m:/!L:^  ai;d  kt't  "NVhitrha!! ;  ijia  an:  ■..■.^ 
Bat.-ory,  baan  tb  "".Test  l.-Jics,  lad-  •..  \\  aa  i.. 
set.  lier  sails,  and  w  irb  a  nrirth-'ja w'a.i  >:;:i 
fore  d:ndi.jha.  irad  1  taded  tV^in  hia-,  c-aid.  <'.ei 
then  latraa  tla-  •^io  jp  to  prnaaii  h'  r  n'-iMi  -tur..;. 

Captain  Marriner  rcsi.JeJ  inany  ya-  i  s  at 
after  the  war.    He  was  a  i.a  in  of  ei". :  in' ri'^.  e' 
abounding'  in  anecd'.">:es  ;  bat  lie  Itad  his  t'a^  !' 
tisli.  wd.:- on  parole  in  Kind's  Countv,  ait  l 
New-Utrecht.    Tiie  prisoners  am'ini:  the  c 
southern  towns  of  tiie  county.  iMa.ny  <_)f  tii-i'i 
in  Fla'bush.    Here  our  captain's  sai-c>.aic 
Sherbrook  of  the  British  arroy,  led  to  abn-. 
prisoner.    A^r-r  some  time  Marrir.'a-  ^v::-■ 
capraare  Major  Slierbrook,  C'llonel  aI !ia\\-; 
nel  A.xtel!.  and  a  Major  Ba.v:he,  w'li)  ai!  r._  ; 
allusive  Toiies.  and  obnoxious  to  th-  Aai  - 
carrymi;  lus  desi'2:ii  into  e.xi'cutioii,  lie  rt'p.ai\' 
a  whaled^oat.    This  lie  niann  al  v.dth  a  (a'- 
vhoiii  ho  pro-- :->;doJ  to  Ncw-Utr^cai.  and  hia 
past  !ii;ie  o'ci  M-d-c  in  th  ■  i.\-:VAV.'S.  L^'aab; 
wdth  tlir  rest  nt"  liu;  crew  h-^  ;a^:'  b  d  i  ani- 
divided  liis  men  iiito  tbnr  soaad^.  a-  •;   .  ; 
was  provided  v.dth  a  h-:avy  p^->t.       b;-  ak  i 
vilh-i^f.    Captain  Marrin<n-  sid  i-tcd  tla;  h-.-- 
frient!,  the  !Major,  qaarttaa-ii,  fir  !iaa-:l!  :  tiii 
sig'iied  houses.    Time  vras  -ivt ai  to  •  -adi  t;'  ,, 
agreed  that  wii-^i  Marria^  r  -ma  '-;  h  b~  d  - 
and  repair  tn  rb  -  ebardi  wad  tii  u- pi ,  -  -a 
same  time.    a.I'.a-.:  :  f  aid  the  Maj->r  L. 
wh-re  he   had  ,.:->!•: a  haa   -If:    and  wlu  r.- 


■  n  e 
It  h 
c^at. 
.  C 

-.  T 


la.jat  aft'-r  dark,  and  arrived  at 
is  butu  in  cliarire  of  three  men, 
,  where  lie  incinired  for  him,  and 


in  Id 


Vier  ti 


tailed  m  the 


r-'a.-u' d  to  his  bv-ai  M-iih  his 
--•iMM)  l.tyjna:  ajiehor  oh'  the 
.'Hj'w  liii.'  \f>sc-i^  cut  her  ctbole, 
't  I'.liz  d)eth:ov.a':  Puint.  an.d  be- 

fi)»-ty  ho^:;shcads  of  rum.  He 

ni,  and  on  Vv'.ad's  Island, 
er  a-,  witty  and  la-anious,  and 
lie  iiad  bra.-n  {.dcca  !;y  tla-  Bri- 
;-:iT>  d  VvUtii  lie, a  \'au  Felt  of 
:s  iiad  th.;  li!.H:rty  of  the  four 
a-  ww.'A  l.)r.  Van  Buren's  tavern 
in  c(ai\',  rsaiiuH  with  Major 

.  ■  a  a.-f  from  the  Majca-  to  the 

>a  ...  !,  w  h-'!)  he  ccicrmiiied  to 
a-  r>ai\a  r  cf  iXew -York. )  Colo- 

ai  ra,i;':.u--b —  vaera  n'atrd  and 
1  laho:  rs.     i-\jr  tha  pu!i")Ose  of 

.Nb;  w-ijrun  ■^u■i.d\,  a  ad  orrjcur'  d 
'f  w.-;!-.aa.;  (i  v.aantaovs,  with 


m  e 

•ba-  i 


-f  tla;  boar 


o  1 


ian< 


WU' 


f  a- 


lb,-  M_o 


.  <  1  niaa..  v.  a 
■.•  ■I  aa  t :  y  ta  squad 
1  wa^  silent  in  the 
a.a  iioa.  wiaire  his 
■  ■'  ■  a.  a.  to  tiicir  as- 
.  '  '--a  :  ai  1  it  v/as 
to  a;  a  \\-  \u  theirs, 
aat;  b..aa:n  at  tiie 
ni_v  m  the  garret, 
a  /treseaee  of  his 
rinioed  to  taka  his 
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York,  escaped  capture.  The  parties  inarched,  with  tlieir  prisoners,  unmolested 
to  their  boat,  and  returned  safe  to  New  Brunswiek.  This  event  took  place  about 
midsuuimer,  on  a  fine  inoonlight  nisriit. 

Captain  Marriner  also  paid  Simon  Cortelyou  of  New  Utrecht,  a  visit ;  and 
took  him  to  New  Brunswick  as  a  return  for  his  uncivil  conduct  to  the  American, 
prisoners.  He  took  liis  tankard,  and  several  articles  also,  wliich  he  neglrctrd  to 
retiLrn.  After  Captain  Marriner's  visit  to  Flatbush,  four  inhabitants  of  New 
Utrecht  were  taken  separately,  and  se|tarately  imprisoned  m  tiie  Provost  in 
New-York,  on  suspicion  of  having  been  connected  with  Maniner  in  his  eni':r- 
prise ;  viz:  Cob  Van  Brunt,  his  brother  Adrian  Van  Brunt,  llera  Vunpelt,  and 
his  brother  Art  Vanpelt. 

Tiie  Connecticut  whale-boats  rendered  Lon^  Island  Sound  very  -uns-fe  to  the 
British,  except  to  strong-aruicd  vessels.  The  whale-boats  vis.iied  certain  posi- 
tions along  the  Sound  wlicricvtr  they  pleaded  ;  and  carried  on  a  trade  withNev,'- 
York  in  dry  .?-ocds,  to  a  ,'jre.it  ;vniount.  The  enferpsizing  and  predat'iry 
V7arf.ire  of  the  Arneriran  v;iialt:-b"Kvi-nien  i<l;irni*;d  the  Royali!>ts  ii'rcaily,  and  tiiey 
considered  thviri^flvr--  uns.ife  nj;l.--.s  ^urrotn-dcd  by  an  orrr.cd  fbrce;  and  n.a;:y 
British  Oilocrs,  rosidir.i;  on  L^ng  I.-laivJ,  rtpaired  to  Brooklyn  or  New-Yoik. 
Col.  Robertson,  who  cominand' d  U,uteu's  County,  resided  at  Jamaica.  He  con- 
sidered himself  safe  under  the  protectiua  of  two  dragoons,  and  of  the  troops 
usually  stationed  there. 

A  Major  Stockton,  who  murdered  a  railler  named  Amennan,  at  Flushing,, 
without  justifiable  cause  or  provocation,  was  tried  for  the  crime  at  Bedford,  be- 
fore a  court-marticil.  Tlic  culprit  was  acquitted  for  want  of  surgical  evidence 
that  Amennan  died  of  the  wound  intlicted  by  him.  James  Hedges,  of  Fiuslung, 
was  murdered  in  Ids  houic  by  six  soldiers  of  the  54th  regiment,  who  also  plun- 
dered the  house.  Five  of  tliem  were  subsequently  tried,  and  two  of  them,  Tench 
and  Porter,  were  hanged  upon  land  late  of  Francis  Skilhnan.  Some  soldiers 
had  killed  one  of  Captain  Suydam's  cattle  of  Bedford^  three  of  v.diom  %^ere  shot 
by  hira  while  in  the  act  of  skinning  it.  Two  other  persons  vrere  killed  in 
Bushwick,  three  in  ?^ewtov*nj  one  at  the  Half-way  House,  and  others  at  Jamai- 
ca and  Flushing. 

In  the  year  1777,  t'^vo  police  courts  were  established — one  m  the  city  of  Ncv/- 
York,  under  Mayor  Mattiiews.  and  another  for  Long  Island,  under  Judge  Lud- 
low at  Jamaica. 

In  1777,  the  continental  paper  money  had  depreciated  so  much,  that  it  was 
of  little  value,  and  it  was  coiurivtd  to  borrow  money  for  the  use  of  the  army 
from  th^  Whigs  of  Long  behind  Pcrf.-t  secrecy  was  prescrvLd  in  iL-.se  tran- 
sactions ;  and  before  the  year  17>-3,  lums  to  a  large  amount  were  obtained- 
Major  Hendrick  Wyckoff  crovsrd  the  -Siaind  frequently,  aiid  was  concealed  at 
the  house  of  Peter  Osiderdmilv  at  Cow  Neck  •  from  tlience  he  came  to  the  house 
of  his  fuller  at  Nev/-L<^tv  :Mid  by  his  means  a  large  amount  of  money  was  pro- 
cure<l,  and  safLiv  cviwi  vrd  to  ii  Md-nviarters  at  Poughkeepsie. 

Withki  the  Ani.  ric '.n  liu-;^  at  Brooklyn ,  during  the  Revolution,  lived  a  Mr. 
Rapelje  ;  who  bi  in.:  i-';-p^:ct':'i  of  disalTectioit  to  tht-  Amcric::n  cause,  had  been  sent 
by  the  AN'luL's  t(j  tiie  nut- ri'.  r  of  New  Jersey.  His  wife  renruntxl  in  possession 
of  the  house,  and  pvob,.My  f  It  more  hostile  to  the  party  who  had  deprived  h(  r  of 
her  husband  thar.  sh  ?  v.  uuhi  have  done  had  he  been  permitted  to  remain  at  honv- 
Thchou<eWas  n^av  ti.-;  ^!iO.•e,  whence  Gcn-vcl  Washing:-' >  (.mbaiked  in  h-^ 
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mstnorable  retreat  from  Long  Island  in  August,  1770.  Slie  obt^.ined  early 
knowled;je  of  this  iiiovement  the  night  it  took  place,  and  iieiself  saw  the  first 
detachment  pu.sh  off.  Thinking-  it  a  good  opportunity  to  be  revenged  upon  those 
who,  she  believed,  had  deeply  injured  lier  family,  she  resolved  to  inform  the  Bri- 
tish of  v.'hat  was  taking  place  among  their  enemies.  She  had  no  one  to  send, 
however,  with  the  informaiioii,  but  a  black  servant;  and  accordingly  dispatched 
him,  with  orders  to  communicate  the  intelligence  to  the  first  British  ofMcer  he 
could  find.  The  black  succeeded  in  passing  the  American  sentinels,  and  made 
his  way  to  the  neighboring  camp;  but,  unluckily  for  the  success  of  his  niission, 
came  to  a  part  of  the  encampment  whore  the  Germans  were  stationed,  and  was 
stopped  by  a  soldier  who  could  not.  understand  English,  and  to  whom  consequent- 
ly, he  could  not  communicate  the  message.  He  was  committed,  therefore,  to  the 
guard,  as  a  suspicious  person,  and  kept  until  morning;  when  an  officer  visitino; 
the  post  examined  him,  and  was  informed  of  what  had  taken  place  during  the 
liiglit.  The  alarm  was  immediately  given,  but  it  was  too  late — Washington 
and  his  troops  were  all  safely  landed  on  the  opposite  shore. 


No.  XIII. 

Mevibers  of  Cow^ress  from  Long  Idand. 

The  following  persons  were  members  of  tlie  Old  Congress,  first  from  the  Pro- 
vince, and  then  from  the  State  of  ^'ew- York,  from  n71  to  17S9  ;  with  the  time  of 
taking  their  seats,  viz  : 

1774,  September  5,  William  Floyd. 

1775,  May  10,  same. 

1778,  October  15,  same.  ^ 

1779,  Decen\ber2,  same,  and  Kzra  L*Hommedieu. 
November  23,  William  Floyd. 

1782,  August  23,  Ezra  L'Hommcdiea. 

November  27,  William  Floyd. 
17S'>,  August  7,  Ezra  L'riori^.rriediea. 
1765,  January  11,  Zepheniah  Fiatt. 

March  29,  Alelancton  Smith. 
17'57,  January  IG,  same. 
The  following  named  individuals  !iave  been  elected  to  congress  since  th« 
adoption  of  the  con^iiiution  of  the  United  States,  witii  the  time  for  which  they 
respectively  served,  viz  : 

1789  to  1791,  William  Floyd. 

1791  to  1795,  Thomas  Tredwcll.  . 
1795  to  1799,  Jonathan  N.  Havens. 
1799  to  1804,  John  Smith. 

1804  to  1805,  Samuel  Riker. 

1805  to  1807,  Eliphalet  Wickes. 
1807  to  1809,  Samuel  Riker. 
1809  to  1813,  Eben.czer  Sage. 
1813  to  1810,  John  Ltfi-x^s 
ISlb  to  iSr^  G=,.;r^u  Townsund, 

07 


530 


APPENDIX. 


1817  to  1S29,  Silas  Wood. 
1S21>  to  1833,  James  Lent. 

to  1837,  Abel  Huntington. 
1837  to  the  present  time,  Thomas  B.  Jackson. 
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Academy,  Clinton,  Eastbampion,  p.  19G. 

Erasmus  Hail,  Flatbush, -Ibi. 

Huntington,  *j1G. 

Oyster  "Bav,  231- 

Miller's  Place,  277. 

Iliverhead,  257. 

Southampton,  214. 

Union  Hall,  Jamaica,  397. 

Hempstead,  357. 
Address  of  the  Delegates  at  Hempstead, 
99. 

AndroSj  Goverror,  arrival  of,  123, 
Apprentices'  Library,  Breol;!yn,  477. 
Ashes,  use  of,  on  Long  Isiaiid,  44. 
Assembly,  first  colonial,  124. 
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Brier,  Volkert,  petition  of,  175. 
Bfookliavco,  aecoLUii.  of,  2Gi. 
Brooklyn,  acoount  of,  4'ui-'. 

City  or  47^;. 

first  press  e=tablished  in,  47G. 
Brown,  Rev.  James,  notice  of,  215. 
Buckley,  Rev  Barzi'la,  notice  of,  37o. 
Buckram,  Village  of,  331. 
Bueli,  Rev.  Samuel,  notice  of,  194. 
Burnet.  Governor,  arrives,  134. 

Rev.  Mattliias,  notice  of,  391. 
Bushwick,  descripiion  of,  43i. 
By  ram,  Ephraim  N.  notice  of,  224. 


Babb"^,  Rev.  John  M.  notice  of,  211. 
Babylon,  description  of,  31G. 
Barren  Island,  account  of,  450. 
Barry,  Pv.ev.  Jldmund  D.  notice  of.  390, 
Bath,  description  of,  453. 
Battle  of  Lon^r  Islai^.d,  accoutit  of,  515, 
Baxter,  George,  noiice  of,  ^'1  495. 
Beaver  Pond,  mention  of,  3"r2. 
Beecher,  Rev.  Lyman,  notic^j  of,  105. 
Bellarnont,  Governor,  arrives,  133. 
Bell-Port,  account  of,  2S0. 
Benson,  Egbert,  menioir  of,  403. 
Beibpage,  account  ot"^,  332. 
Birdiail,  Benjamin,  mem,oir  of,  SC-O. 
BlooviKT,  Rev.  Joshua,  notict;  of,  3iib. 
Buat-fight,  account  of,  2b6. 
Bogart,  Rev.  David  S.  notice  of  214. 
Boardman,  R.ev.  William,  notice  of  417. 
Boelen,  Rev.  Hermanusj  noiice  ot',  393. 
Bostwick,  Rev.  P).iviii.  notice  of,  C90. 
Bovvnas,  Sanitirl,  nccount  of,  499- 
Bradner.  P^ev.  Bene  iii .  n-aice  of,  391. 
Branch,  Village  of  3u5. 
Brewster,  Captain  Cal^  1\  Ui'.inoirof,  2~5, 

R'^v.  X.itl.Ti'fd.       :ce  of,  2b7. 
Brick- Hq':,5.-.  ^.-.i,.  of 


Campbell,  Rev,  Alex. 
Capitulauon,  articles  of,  by  the  Dutch, 
4.^5. 

Cariaichael,  Rev.  William  ISl.  notice  of, 
35 1). 

Centrr-pcrt,  notice  of,  316. 
Ciciike,  G;)vernor,  arrives,  13G. 

Rev,  Abraham  L.  375,  417. 
Clays  of  Lon-  Island,  32,  42,  318. 
Clinton,  George,  notice  of,  137. 

l,>c  Wilt,  memoir  of,  423. 
Clowes,  Saniuel,  death  of,  lb7. 

Rev.  Tiuiotliy,  noi!<  e  of,  C9G. 
Cobbet,  William,  noticf  ot",  3b7. 
C'i!'  s.  Rev.  Benjamin,  notice  of,  331. 
Cuid-Sj  ring,  account  of,  334. 
Cu.d-.i).  Governor,  arrives,  139 — memoir 
of,  3>t). 

Cad^valiader  D.  menioir  of,  SSI. 
Cob/an,  R<  V.  1  homas,  notice  of,  375, 


Corn  y  I --land,  account  of,  33,  43S,  445. 
(Joiicciirnt,  claims  to  Long  IsL^nd,  85, 
CoTivcniion  of  delegates  at  Hempstead, 

Cornbur'.',  Governor,  arrives,  133— -his 

conauet,  o-A 
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Cosby,  Governor,  arrives,  135. 
Couniies,  on  I  o;iir  Island,  division  of, 
125. 

Court  of  Sessions  established,  110. 

Assize  instituted,  113. 
Corum,  Village  of,  27S. 
Cow  Neck,  notice  of,  310, 
Crane  JN'eck.  notice  of,  "27,  275. 

Rev.  JElias  V/.  notice  of,  391. 
Cross,  Rev.  Robert,  notice  of,  390, 
Cuffee,  Rev.  Paul,  notice  of,  70. 
Cutting,  Rev.  Leonard,  notice  of,  354. 

D 

Da^get,  Rev.  Heriuun,  notice  of,  211, 
274. 

Rev.  N:if  thaU,  notice  of,  307. 
Davenport,  Rt  v.  Jdaus,  nonce  of,  251. 
Davis,  Rev.  I'horn..-,  n.^iice  of,  330. 
Dcd'cation  oft':.;:.  Vv'oik,  3. 
De  Kay.  Dr.  Jumr--  11.  notice  of,  330. 
De  Laet,  renKiik.s  of,  53. 
De  Lancey,  Chief  Justice,  notice  of. 
137. 

Denton,  Rev.  Richnrd,  notice  of,  3'52. 
Dering,  General  Svivester,  noiice  of, 
335. 

Henry  P.  noiice  of,  235. 
Discontents,  acc.'iiin.  of  the  public,  114. 
Discovery  of  Lonsr  l-^land,  52. 
Dongan,  Governor,  nnivi-s,  121. 
Dos-oris,  accoufit  ot',  .'>--^ 
Duke's  lav.'s,  digest  of,  lOi. 
Dunraore,  Governor,  anives,  140. 
Dntcli  Government,  of  tlif,  71. 

do    Capitulation  of  ilu-,  9o,  1S5. 

do    Re-conquest  of  IN'ew-York  by 
the,  119. 

Dw!?ht,  Rev.  Timotiiy,  remarks  of,  48, 
bO,  257. 

E 

Eovle,  Rev.  M:an.  H;iku;i;.i--'  of.  331. 
Easth:unpton,  ace-:,.!!  --'i  1^0,  1^:5. 
East  River,  description  ut",  15. 
Eaion's  IVcck,  account  of,  'M  <. 
Eckford,  Hairy,  notice  uf,  35-<. 
Eclipic  aiid  Hciu-y,  r..'  C  b'  twc* n,  40(). 
Ei'i,eubrodt.  Lewis  E.  A.  uicnioir  ot* 
40G. 

En,2;lisb,  clalniB  of,  tr.  Li>;i;:  Is'and,  87. 
Epi't^tphs.  ciuinu'^.  "j;''',  -i.'H. 
Eiralic  Blocks  of  L.,.     b  .anb  31,  40. 
E.Kecution-ruck,  au'.ouni  of,  lb. 

F 

Farret,  James,  notl-.e  of,  8^v, 
Faioute,  Llev.  Geo.- -e,  v.-.^tiec  of,  391. 


Feeks,  Rev.  Robert,  notice  of,  330. 
Fire  Islands  and  inlet,  12,  29d. 
Fi'^b  used  as  manure,  44,  245. 
Fisher's  Island,  account  of,  2-17. 
P^letcher,  Governor,  arrives,  131. 
Floyd,  Richard,  and  family,  notice  of, 
2"^  2 

do    General  William,  memoir  of 
2S3. 

Ford'iau),  Rev,  Roiicrt,  notice  of,  213, 
Foil  ^^^.i.k,  c.ccouni  of,  o/i2. 
Flutbush,  di-scrijjtion  of,  -t'i'). 
Flathmds,  description  of,  117. 
Flusiiiug,  dtscrijition  ot',  370. 
l\ix,  Gei>r2^e,  visit  io  Fon_^  Is'and,  374. 
]'raMcis,  Rtiv.  Au\7a,  notice  ot,  2l5. 
[■'ra  !i-li,  Rev.  Solomon,  notice  of,  393. 
]-'rtjsb  Ponds,  nieiition  of,  30b. 
i'rcgs,  found  in  the  earth,  4!b 
Funk,  Rev.  Seymour  P.  nonce  of,  391. 

G 

GaUatin,  .A-lbert,  letters  of,  472. 
Gardiner's  Island,  account  of,  198,  203. 

tio     Lyon,  notice  of,  and  family, 

PJ9. 

do     Rev.  John  D.  notice  of,  220. 
Gtiston,  Rov.  Sarni'.e!,  notice  of,  213. 
General  descriptiori  of  Lorii:  Inland,  11. 
GeoIoL^y  of  Long  LlanJ,  19  to  5-1, 
Gioas'ji),  Rev.  Luther,  notice  of,  307. 
Gitjii  Covo,  nccount  of,  331. 
Goetschius,  Rev.  Henry,  noiice  of,  302. 
Goldsmith,  Rev,  John,  noiice  of,  417. 

do       Zaclif  us,  memoir  of,  255. 
Goodwin.  Rev.  j\.ir.  notice  of,  376. 
Gorden,  Kev.  Patrick,  noiice  of,  393. 
Governors,  List  of  (from  J  025  to  1^39,) 

4b7. 

Grace  Church,  Jamaica,  dedicated,  395. 
Gravesend,  description  of,  437. 
Giant,  Ciiarles,  letter  from,  472, 
Greaton,  Rev.  James,  notice  of,  31b.^ 
Greene,  Ptev.  Zachariah.  notice  oi,  251, 
272, 

Green  Port,  description  of,  252. 
Griswold,  Edwarti,  memoir  ot',  368. 
Gulf-Stream,  eilVcts  of,  13. 
Guil  Islands,  account  of,  247. 

li 

Hacliet,  James  H.  notice  of  402. 
llnU',  Ci^p'ain,  nu-n^.oir  of,  523. 
lJa!l,  UJih  and  wlte,  trial  of,  15E 

do    K(  V.  Richaui  1).  iiotioe  of  35G. 
Hallets-Covo,  dcscrijuion  of.  418. 
Ifallock,  Ppv.  JN'ooh,  iK'iioeof  274. 
Hamilton,  Fcrt,  aetoui-t  of,  452, 
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Hammel,  Rev.  William,  notice  of,  39G, 
Harbor-tiiU,  metuion  of,  U.  3GC. 
Hardy,  Governor,  arrives,  13^. 
Harrison,  R,obert  H.,  letLer   from  to 

President  of  Congress,  5"20. 
Hare,  Rev.  Joshua,  notice  of,  30o,  307- 

do       Rev.  Seth,  notice  of,  35G. 
Havens,  Jonathan  N.,  Epitaph  of  '235. 
Hazzard,  Rev.  Joseph,  notice  oi,  '231. 
HeathCijte,  Rev.  George,  notice  oi,  300. 
Head  of  the  River,  Villa;):^  of,  306. 
Hell-Gate,  notice  of,  47,  4JS.  ' 
Hempstead,  description  of,  341. 
do     Village,  description  of,  35G. 
do     Harbor,  notice  of,  306. 
Hicks,  Elius,  nieraoir  of,  310. 
Hicksvillc,  account  of,  33'2. 
Hobart,  Rev.  Joshua,  notice  of,  '250. 
do     Joliii  Sloss,  inemoii-  of,  319. 
do     Rev.  Jeremiah,  notice  of,  B-j'?. 
do     Rev.  John  Henry,  nyenieir  uf, 
353. 

Hog-Neck,  account  of,  ^?.S. 
Hoppogaes,  notice  of,  30G, 
Horion,  l-iev.  Sinaon,  notice  of,  416. 
Hubbard,  Rev.  John,  notice  of,  3S7. 
Hudso.n,  Henry,  Journal  of,  53. 
Hulse,  J)r.  Isaac,  memoir  of,  '270. 
Hunting,  Rev.  Jonathan,  noiice  of,  251. 

do      Coi.  Benjamin,  i^i. 

do  Rev.  Nathaniel,  notice  of,  193. 
Huntington,  desciiption  of,  309. 

do      Firsi  newspaper  in,  31S. 
Hunter,  Governor,  arrives,  134. 
Hyde  Park,  notice  of,  3G7. 
Hyler,  Captain,  noiice  of,  5x?(J. 

I 

Indians,  of  Long  Island,  and  tribes,  31, 
ti5. 

do     Purcl-.ases  from,  104. 
Ireland,  iU  v,  Joiin,  39o. 
Islip,  de&cripUun  of,  -93. 

J 

Jamaica,  description  of,  3S2. 

do      Press  cstablislicd  in,  39S. 
James.  R'^v. 'i'lionias.  notice  of  19:2. 
J'^flVrson,  port.  dcscriptKin  of,  ■27!>. 
Jenny,  R-v.  Tiiuaias,  noiice  of,  35-1, 
Jerusaiern,  vulairf  of.  o5S. 
Jericho,  V!lKi:;e  .jf, 

Johnson,  R  'V.  Wiliiom  L.,  notice  of, 
39G. 

do     William  Martin,  meinoir  oi] 
40-2. 

do     Rev.  Evan    M.,    notice  of, 
37':,  117. 


Johnson,  General,  correspondence  of, 
471. 

Jones'  Fund,  notice  of,  334.' 

do     Rev.  Elipiuilet,  notice  of,  314. 
do     Samuel    Jones   and  family, 
memoir  of  338. 

do     David  S.,  mansion  of,  333. 
K 

Keteltas,  Rev.  Abraham,  notice  of,  401. 
Ividd's  Rock,  account  of,  36,  3G5. 
Kidd,  William,  noiice  of,  130,  201. 

do     treasure  buried  by,  203. 
Kieft,  Governor,  arrives,  70. 
King's  County,  description  of,  1G9. 

do     Judges  of,  171,  172. 

do     members    of    as:::Cuibly  in, 
K-2,173. 

do     Census  of,  179. 

do  Poor-House  in,  4G2. 
King,  Pi-ufus,  luemoir  of,  405. 
Kuypers,Rev,  Zachariali,  notice  of,  396. 

do      Picv.  Joiin,  notice  of,  406. 

L 

Lakevillc,  descri[4ion  of,  3G3. 

L'Hon-iinrdieu,  Ezra,  memoir  of,  25-1. 

Laws,  Duke's,  account  of,  101. 

Lawrence,  Jonaiiian,  and  family,  me- 
moir of,  1'21. 

Lelslcr,  Jacob,  notice  of,  1-27,  130. 
do     Commission  from,  4 17. 

Lester,  Thomas  S.,  noiice  of,  l?>i. 

Levericl),  Rev.  William,  notice  of,  313, 
416. 

Ley/is,  Francis,  memoir  of,  379. 
Linneari  Gardens,  account  uf,  37G. 
Lloyd's  Neck,  dt  scription  of,  3-2G. 


ng  jsiaiii.5,  ui,'scrij>uon  oi.  ii. 
do  HariU'  of,  515.' 

do  b.)ll  and  Cbrnate  of,  16. 

do  Discovery  of,  50. 

do  Names  for,  54. 

do  Grunt  lor,  ^9. 


Lovelace,  Governor,  arrives,  134. 
Ludlow,  Roger,  1:01  ice  of,  'JoS. 
Lyceum,  Brooklyn,  noti^-e  of,  477. 
Lyun,  Rev.  Jamcs,  noiice  oi]  274. 

M 

Magnetic  Iron  on  Long  Island,  30. 
M.i^M  ^'.l  af.i'.-^,  Mir  de  of  choosing,  78. 
Magm  -^iv,  Rcv.  George,  notice  of,  389. 
Manh-is>--ti,  description  of,  364. 
M:u  ih'\^  of  Lnig  ishmd,  33. 
M:irk-.  ofccutle  and  hors-  s,  1C5. 
Mariifitr,  Captain,  notice  of,  5C:o. 
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Maspeth,  description  of,  418. 
Mastic,  notice  of,  •231. 
Macinecock,  sale  of,  by  Indians,  324. 
Meiir's  expedition,  account  of,  217. 
Miller's  Place,  account  of,  277. 
Mills,  Samuel,  deatii  of,  IGl. 

'  Rev.  William,  notice  of,  391. 
Mills'  Pond,  Villa-eof,  30.3. 
Ministry,  Act  for  settling  a,  132. 
Mitchill,  Dr.  Samuel  L.,  memoir  of, 

Monkton,  Governor,  arrives,  139. 
Montg-omery,  Governor,  arrives,  135. 
Moody,   Lady    Deborah,    notice  of, 
M,  439 

IS5ontauk,  description  of,  197. 

Montrose,  Viila_'e  of,  3iil). 

Moore,  Rev.  Thoma^  L.,  notice  of,  355. 

Governor,  arrivs.  139. 
Moriches,  description  of,  28.?. 
Moise,  Rev.  John,  notice  of,  41*.). 
Mount,  Henry,  and  brothers,  luxice  of, 
292. 

N 

Nanfan,  Governor,  arrives,  133. 
Narrative,  and  remonstrance  of  depu- 
ties, 491. 

Nassau,  name  given  to  Long  Island, 
131. 

Kaval  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  477. 
Near-Rookaway,  descrifuion  of,  358. 
Negro  Plot,  accouiit  of,  130. 
Nev,--Fiaven,  lav/s  of,  239. 
Nev.'tov.  n,  d'-sori[)iion  of.  410. 
New  Utrecht,  descripudu  of,  430, 
-New-York,  taken  by       En.:!i;h,  98. 

Rc-captar..'d  by  the  iJat.Ji.  1 19. 

I'e^^torcd  to  the  Eii  :!!sh,  122. 
NicollS;  Governor,  arrives,  92. 

William,  notice  of,  and  family, 

•299. 

Patent  to,  295. 
North  Fl'enipstead,  description  of,  3G1. 
North  Port,  notice  of,  l^t'. 
Norton,  Natharhel,  nnMn.hr  of,  2-S4. 
Norwich,  Village  of,  331, 

O 

Occoni,  Rev.  Sampson,  novice  of,  69. 
O-iru,  Dr.  Jacob,  na.ti.-.-.  of,  167. 
Old  Maa's.  Viii  ij-t.'  "i.  277. 

Os:      HuU,  u.Kic-  ni;  2.;i. 

Oyster  B:.  -  ■      o?,  32). 

V,  .."I. 

Y .  ;    ;-,e  Fox  to  330. 


P 

Paul  CufTee,  Rev.  notice  of,  70. 
Pavilion,  at  Rockaway,  described,  359, 
Peat,  beds  of,  on  Lonif  Island,  33. 
Patchoguc,  Village  of,  2.^0. 
Paients,  tbrm  of  u-  anrient  limes,  79. 
Persecution  of  liie  UuakPi  s,  494. 
Philifjs,      liev,     G-org-",    notice  of 
2b9,  3S7. 

Piersun,  Rev,  Abraham,  notice  of,  *212. 
Plandome,  descript.ion  ot"  3G5. 
Plumb  I.s'and,  description  of,  247. 
Poyer,  licv,  I'hoiuus,  notice  of,  391. 
Pumeroy,  Rev.  Samuel,  notice  of,  4111. 
Prime,  il:v.  Ebenezer,  notice  of,  315. 

Dr.  Benjamiu  Y.,  memoir  of, 

319. 

Prison-ships,  accoun"  of  the,  479. 
Prudden,  Rev.  John,  notic^  of,  3^7, 

a 

Q-Udker's,  persecutions  of  the,  494. 
Ciueen's  County,  descrip'.ion  of,  157. 

Judges  and  Clerks  in,  150, 

159. 

Members  of  assembly,  159, 

IGO. 

Population  of,  159. 
Address  of  the  people  to  Gov. 
Tryon,  166, 

Court  Hopse  built  in.  3G3. 

R 

Ram  Island,  notice  of,  237. 
iiapcije,  Sarah,  ncitice  of,  4G3. 
Uap.elje,  John,  notice  of,  52<S. 
Rattoon,  Rev.  Elijah  D.,  notice  of,  39G. 
Reci.e,  Rev.  Abner,  notice  of,  306, 

Tappen,  nsemoir  of,  306. 
Rem  -.iiirance  of  the  several  towns, 
4>9. 

Ridnigs,  term  explained,  107. 
ll-iker's  Island,  notice  of  45. 
Riker,  Dr.  John  Berrien,  numoir  cf, 
427. 

Richard,  notice  of  428. 
Rhodes,  Foster,  notice  of  215. 

Rev.  WiUiany  notice  of,  330. 
Pciverhead,  description  of,  236. 
Robins  Island,  account  ot",  2:14. 
Rock  Hall,  notice  of,  359. 
Rockav/ay,  wateriiig-rj'ace,  359. 
Rogers,  Nathaniel,  memoir  of,  *230. 
Rouicyn,  Rev,  Thomas,  notice  of,  393, 
Ronkonkoma  Pond,  described,  2i'J, 
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Sage,  Dr.  Ebenezer,  memoir  of,  '2*25. 
Sagg-harbor,  village  of,  descrily'd,  216. 

Great  fire  in,  '2-27. 
Salt  Marshes  of  Long  Island,  30,  34. 
Sampson,  Latimer,  will  of,  MH. 
Sand-dunes,  account  of,  -28. 
Sandford,  Nathan,  notice  of,  215,  377. 
Sands'-Point,  notice  of,  35,  3»j5. 
Sand-stones  of  Long  Island,  3L 
Say  re,  Rev.  Gilbert,  nr-tice  of,  31>G. 

Stephen,  memoir  of  22S. 
Schoonmaker,  Rev.  Martinus,  notice 

of,  4G0. 

Rev.  Jacob,  notice  of,  393. 
Seabury,  Rev.  Samuel,  notice  of 

354,  095. 

Rev.  Charles,  notice  ot",  -74. 
Setauket,  Village  of,  '277. 
Shaw,  Rev.  Feier,  norl  e  of,  CI?. 
Shelter  Island,  description  of,  OS;'. 
Silliman,  General,  account  ot',  335^, 
Skinner,  Abraham,  notice  of,  3'j'J.  '^'f  / 
Slaughter,  Governor,  arrives,  130.  ^ 
.Smitii,  Richard,  notice  of,  301. 

William,  and  faanly,  notice 

of,  501. 

Sraithtov/n,  description  of,  302. 
Soil  and  climate  of  Long  I.sland,  16,43. 
Sound,  Long  Island,  described,  14. 
South  Beach,  notice  of,  13,  37. 
Southampton,  description  of,  204. 

Remonstrance  of,  493. 
Southold,  description  of,  237. 
Spencer.  Rev.  ElUsha,  notice  of,  300. 
Spring  Hill,  notice  of,  379. 
Squaw  Islands,  described,  332. 
Standard,  Rev.  Mr.  notice  ot',  273. 
Stepping-  stones,  notice  of,  -17. 
Stirling,  Lord,  letter  from,  to  S'/aching- 

ton,  521. 
Stn-r-.,  R:v.  John,  noti^-c  of  25!. 
Sirebeok,  R'-v,  George,  nf;ti':e  Oi",  •rj'o. 
Strickland  Plain,  battle  of,  7t). 
Strong's  Mf^ck,  description  oi",  2T5. 
Strong,  Jvidi^e  ^>eiah,  notice  of,  275. 
Stuy\esant,  Governor,  nulicc  of, 'o,  S4, 

373. 

Commission  from,  41G. 
Success  Pond,  description  ot',  3o3. 
Suffolk  CoMnty,  descnb-d,  142. 

Members  of  asstmbiy,  &c,, 
154,  1.55. 

E.xecutions  in,  145. 
Sullivan,  General,  letter  to  president  of 

congress,  522. 
SymmeSj  John  Cleves,  notice  of,  25J. 


T 

Tallmadge,  Rev,  Benjamin,  notice  of. 
271.  " 

Col.  Eenjamin,  memoir  of, 

288. 

Tammany,  an  Indiim  chief,  account  of, 
&1. 

Taxes,  in  town  of  Brooklyn,  474. 
Taylor,  Rev.  Joseph,  notice  of,  213. 

Rev.  J3aniel,  notice  of,  .305. 
Thomas,  Rev.  John,  noticp  of,  353. 
Thorborn,  Grant,  notice  of,  420. 
Throop,  R.ev.  William,  notice  of,  251. 
Tobacco  Statute,  quoted,  177. 
Townsend,  John,  Henry,  and  Richard, 

notice  of,  496. 
Tredwell,  Thomas,  memoir  of,  308. 
Tribes  of  Indians  oji  Long  Island,  G5. 
Tribute,  paid  by  Long  Island  Indians, 

59. 

Truxton.  Thomas,  m.Pinoir  of,  403. 
Tryor.^  Governor,  arrives,  110. 

U 

Underbill,  John,  memoir  of,  336. 
Union  Course,  account  of,  399. 

Hall,' academy  built,  397. 
Urquhart,  Rev.  William,  notice  of, 
393. 

V 

Van  r3am,  Rip,  president  of  the  coun- 
cil, 135. 

Van  Dyke,  Rev.  Mr.  notice  of,  417. 
Van  ivckkellen,  Johannis,  contract  of, 
178. 

Van  N<"st,  Rev.  Rynicr,  notice  of,  393. 
Van  T wilier,  Governor,  arrives,  73. 

W 

V/alker,  Rev.  ^ackariah,  notice  of,  SS7. 
W;iliabout,  description  of,  477. 
"NVri'tipum,  and  tribute,  account  of,  5S. 
Yv',-.MHiic't'.;n,  letters   from,  286,  2c9, 
511,515. 

^^^ ''-^'a  r,  Rev.  Charles,  notice  of,  353. 
Wo..:d,  Rev.  rKnry  R.,  notice  of,  391. 
W«:.r>tbury,  deserijnion  of,  r32. 
West-Neck,  notice  ot',  318. 
"Wetmore.  Rev.  Noah,  notice  of.  272. 
Wlia;ir-'fK;.irN:-ss  of  Sar  Harbor.  221. 
"\Vhit'\  Ib  v.  '.^aivin,  notice  ot',  3.''6. 

 ib  \  .  LbciiCzer,  notice  ot",  211. 

Wiiiiing,  Rev.  Joseph,  notice  of,  213. 
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Wiekham,  John,  notice  of,  255.  Wolver- Hollow,  Village  of  331. 

Wiliiarnsbur^h,  account  of,  431.  Woolsey,  Rev.  Benjamin,  251,  309. 

Wilson,  Re v.'Henry  N.,  notice  of,  214.  Wright,  Rev.  C;:leb,  notice  of,  330. 
Winthrcp,  John,  and  tixmily,  nouce  of    Wyait,  Rev.  William,  notice  of,  417. 
249. 

Witchcraft,  trials  for,  151,  162.         '  Y 
Wood,  Silas,  dedication  to,  3. 

Woodbridge,  Rev.  Sylvester,  notice  of,     Yates,  Abraham,  letters  from,  514. 

353.  Yorksh  ire,  when  erected,  105. 

Woodhull,  Gen.,  memoir  of,  503.  Youngs,  Rev.  David,  notice  of,  211. 

Rev.  Nathan,  notice  of,  315,  Rev.  John,  notice  of,  250. 

41G. 


ERRATA.* 


The  reader  is  requested  to^correct  with  his  pen  the  following  er- 
rors in  the  text  of  this  work,  viz  : 

Page  11,  line  6,  for  90^  read  C')^.  13,  line  4  frorn  foot,  for  east  read  v,'est.  

97,  line  12  from  foot,  for  ldl4  read  1GG4,  109,  line  9  from  foot,  for  county 

read  country.  119,  line  G,  for  1773,  read  1673.  130,  line  2  from  foot,  for 

1589  read  16-;9.  I'.H,  line  7,  for  1G79  read  1G99.-  155,  in  title,  for  Queens 

read  SuiToik.  -158,  line  G,  for  1778  rcad.l7S8.-  171,  line  13,  aitef  iyrnnediatcly, 

insert  and.  200,  second  paragraph,  for  VarJel  vc&d  David.  261,  in  title, 

for  Riverhcad  read  Brookh^.vcn.  251,  line  2  from  toot,  for  HuntingtoTo  read 

ILinting-.  253,  lines  11  and  12  froni  foot,  for  iV'^and  1737,  read  1824  and 

1S37.  3G:',  lin.'  CO,  f.ir  n^'vii  reaxl  south.  394,  line  15.,  fi^r  iSlO  read  1710. 

 105,  line  21,  ai;er  api,oi7it<:d  inrsert  aid.  41G,  last  line,  f^r  1775  rv.ad  17-9. 

• — "419,  lino  2J,  far  wuud  read  wool.  110,  liiic  11,  iov  jrrinciplcs  read  views. 


THE  END. 


